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-r/ at *^-^^^x^OT^->^^d H E true Etymology of 

agreed upon by the Be/- 
gzV Writers themfelves 3 
fome deriving it from 

Belgen, or Balgen ( the 
firil of which fignines 
to be angrv, the other 
to right) from whence 
both take occafion to 
defcant upon the warlike difpofitioa of this 
people. Others will have the whole Coun- 
trv denominated from a City called Belgium 
( which fome contend to be Beauvois in Picardy, 
others Bavay in Hainault) but this is judged 
againft the ufual way and method of giving names 
in thofe Countries, which were commonly trans- 
ferr'd from the people to their chief Cities 5 but 
not on the contrary. . 
The But palling by the name, ( concerning which 

the belt opinions are but uncertain conjectures ), 
we come to the Country it felf. And ririt, tor 
p17 • the Behium of Cefar, according to fome Authors 
entbelgi- ^ CQn * in > d but a fmall fpaee ot ground, in pro- 
portion to the limits which are given it by others 3 
being made to comprehend no more then what 
the Bellovaci poffefs'd, whofc neighbours were the 
Amhiani, Suejfiones, Rbemz, Caleti, and Velocafii : 
now the Country of Beauvoifin in Picardy, lying 
between Normandy and the River Oife 5 the chief 
Citv thereof being the for mentioned Beauvois, 
fituate about midway ( though out of the di- 
rect Road ) between Paris and Rouen. There are 
Authors on the other fide, by whom die Ter- 
ritory of Belgium fcems to be too tar extended 5 
for fome, and thofe Learned, men bring within 
the compafs thereof ( befides as many of the be- 

Netherlands. 



bounds of 
the a?ici- 



um. 



venteen Provinces as ly on the South-fide of the 

the Rhine} the Dukedoms of Lorain, Berg, Juliers, 
and a great part of Clerue h the Bifoopncks ot Triers, 
Mentz* and Colen, and fo much of the Kingdom 
of France as takes up all Picardy, vith part ot Cham- 
paigne, and the of Ifle France. Indeed it cannot 
well be imagin d, that the Belg* could out ot to 
fmall a tract of ground as the ririt allow them, 
have fent fuch great Armies as they did againft the 
Romans h and therefore the more moderate and 
probable opinion feems to be that ofSanfon, who 
by comparing divers places of Cefar togetner, nrit 
excludes the Morini, Nervii, Ejfui, and Rhemi out 
of Belgium 5 and afterwards upon very good 
grounds concludes not only the Belovaci, but the 

Atrebates, Ambiani, Syluanetli, and Veroma.zdza to 

have been within the faid Diftric t. Now the feat 
of thefe latt mentioned fmall Nations according 
to the beft Geographers, was the forcmcntioned 
Countrv of Beauvoifin, and another part otPicardy, 
the Province of Artois, part of Flanders, fome por- 
tion of Hainault, one part of the City of Amie?zs,znc 
Country of Vermandois, and that Country winch 
lies clofe upon Beauvoifin by the River Oyfe. 

It mult be contefs'd, that neither this, nor any 
other Geographical account, brings the ancient 
and modern Belgium to any tolerable agreement 
in fituation and extent. And as tot Gallia 
Befrica, as it readied not beyond the Rhine ^ which 
a coniiderable part of the prefent Belgium does) 
fo was it of a much larger compafs, taking in a 
vaft tract of ground, efpeciallv to the South and 
South-Eaft, and comprehending ( according to 
Cefar and others ) whatfoever lies between the 

Rhine, the Lake Lemane, the Rhone, Marne, Seine, 
and the Britilb Ocean : altho lam not ignorant, 
that Pliny makes tie Scheldt boundary to it 5 

A affirming, 
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affirming, with Tacitus, that from Helvetia to the 
Ocean, the inward ( that is the Weftern) bank 
of the Rhine, was inhabited by Germans. 

The name of Lower Germany is not of equal 

JSame, com p rc henfion in all, even modern, Authors ; 

fome ufing it to denote, befides thofe Countries 
we are now to defcribe, not only Cleve, Colen, 
juliers, and Liege, but alfo the BiOiopricks of 
Merits Triers, Spire, <&c. nay others going fur- 
ther, and including Weftphal'ta, High and Low 
Saxony, Ha lid, part of Franconia, i&c. For our 
part, permitting thofe that pleafe to labour much 
in ftreightning and enlarging the import of words 
( the true ted whereof muft however be always 
acknowledged to be common ufage ), we fhall 
flick to the modern acceptation of both the fore- 
mentioned names 5 and (altho fome be 
very angry with us for fo doing ) fhall take them 
to fignine only that part of Europe which is fuffi- 
ciently known at this day, by the ufual appella- 
tion of the Seventeen Provinces of the Low-Countries. 

The name of Lower Germany was impofed at 
firft, upon account of their neighbourhood and 
extraction, as well as ( the confequence thereof) 
that near agreement which is ftill found between 
the inhabitants of thefe Countries and the Al- 
mans, or proper Germans, in Language, Man- 
ners, Laws, and Cuftoms 3 and from the nature 
of their fituation, which tov/ards the Sea is in 
many places ( efpecially in Holland, Zealand, and 
Friezland) below the ordinary Tides 5 and in 
moll: others much inferior to the common level 
of the body of Germa?zy 3 for which reafon thefe 
Provinces are call'd by the Germans Neder 
Tetitfchlandt ( that is Nerier Dutchland ), and by 
their own Natives ( not Walloons ) Nederlanden, 
and by us the Netherla?zds, and Low-Countries. By 
the reft of Europe, and not unufually by the 
Englijh, they have for fome ages paft been gene- 
rally calTd Flanders 5 that particular Province, 
by reafon of its eminency both as to trade, fruit- 
fulnels of foil, ftrc'ngth, riches, and number of 
inhabitants, having denominated all the reft. The 
Fairs and Marts of Bruges were, in particular, 
■wonderfully reforted unto from all parts of Eu- 
rope. So likewife, while the Scheld was open, 
Antwerp exceeded in trade and intereft 5 and 
before the Revolt from Spain , in ordinary 
Contributions, Flanders alone paid the third 
part of the whole fum to be levy'd upon all 
the Provinces 5 Holland being tax'd but the 
fourth part of the rate of Flanders. So the fmall 
Province of France, properly fo call'd, has given 
name to that mighty Kingdom 5 and Holland ^ ha- 
ving in this laft age prodigiously out-grown the 
other Provinces in riches and trade ( paying 
thirty years ago about fifty-eight in the hundred 
of public Taxes, which is more than all the reft ) 
is come at this day to be ordinarily taken for all 
the Provinces in the Union 5 the inhabitants of 
any part of them being by Europeans, and others, 
Provinces cornmon ^y term'd Hollanders. 

The Nether land Provinces confift of four Dut- 
ch ies, Brabant, Limburg, Luxenburg, and Geldres^ 
leven Earldoms, Flanders, Artois, Hainault, Hol- 
land, Zealand, Namur, and Zutphen$ one Mar- 
quifate of the Empire, viz- Antwerp 5 five Lord- 
fhips, or Seigniories, Weft-Friezeland, Malins, Z>- 
trecht, Overyffel, and Groningen. It is obfervable, 
that Zutphen made one of the Seventeen Pro- 
vinces, but makes not one of the Seven, being 
comprehended under Gelders 5 fo that thofe who 
will have ten under the Spanijh juril&ction, muft 
reckon Cambray for one ( by fome accounted 
part of Hainault, by others of Artois ) althofbme 
part of Gelders remains {kill fubjecl to the King 
of Spain 5 the Confederate States pcrfTefnng alio 
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divers places in Brabant and Fla?iders 3 and feveral 
others, efpecially in the Walloon and Frontier- 
Counties, having of late years ( as fhall hereafter 
be fhewn at large) been brought under the do^- 

minion of France. 

Thefe Countries were join'd together under the 

appellation of the Seventeen Provinces, not from 
any proportion that they bear to one another 
( for fome of them not only exceedingly furpafs 
others in extent and riches, but contain them 
within their own proper precincts) but from 
their Dominion being formerly diftinct and in- 
dependent under particular Lords and Proprie- 
tors. Moreover, all of them are not conven'd 
to the General AiTembly of the States 5 fome not 
having the right of a feparate vote, or being an- 
nex'd to others in the method of Contribution 5 
in which cafes the Marquifate of the Empire has 
not a place by it felf 5 and the Dutchy of Limburg, 
with Walkenburg and Dalem, are dependant upon 
the Dutchy of Brabant. 

Some particular Cities are fepara tely confider'd 
in matters of a political nature. So Tournay with 
its territory, Lille, Doway, and Orchies 5 tho all of" 
them contained within the limits of Flanders, yet 
have been ufually tax'd after the manner of di- 
ftincl: Provinces 5 and in the year 1550, when 
the States of the Low-Countries had agreed, (upon 
the requeft of Charles the fifth,) to levy for him 
a monthly Tax of three hundred thoufand Flo- 
rens, Limburg, Luxemburg, Gelders, and Groningen 
being exempt from making any Contribution 
( thefe, as the Marches of all the Provinces, ha- 
ving been miferably harafs'd in the late wars £ 
the whole burthen fell upon Brabant, Flanders, 
Artois, and Hainault 3 Holland, Zealand, Namur, 
Malins, and Vtrecht 3 and the Towns and places 
of Valenciennes, Lille, Doway, Orchies, and Tournay. 

The ancient inhabitants of thefe Countries, Anciem 
redue'd to modern limits, fhall be deliver'd very Inhabi- 
briefly in this place, tho the particular defcripti- rants. 
ons of each Province will require fomewhat a 
more accurate relation of this nature. 

In the firft place therefore, on the South fide 
of the Rhine the Taxandri or Toxandri poflTels'd the 
Ifles of Zealand, and Southern Iflands of Holland, 
and ( according to fome ) the Lower Brabant. 
The Menapii, the reft of Brabant, and the Dutchy 
of Gelders , to the Rhine, or fomewhat further. 
The Morini, Flanders and fbme of the neighbour- 
ing places. The Atrebates, Artois. The Neroii, 
Hainault and Cambrefis. The Eburones, calTd firft 
by the Gauls Germani, and afterwards by them- 
felves Tungri 3 Condruft, Segni, C<zra>fi, Pemani, the 

County of Namur, and other places on each fide 
of the Maes. 

2. Between the branches of the Rhine, the Ba- 
tavi poftefs'd part of Gelder, now call'd the Be- 
taw, part of Vtrecht, and part of Holland. 

5. Beyond, or Northward of the Rhine, the 
Frifii (who retain their ancient name unto this 
day ) dwelt along the Sea-coaft, from the old 
mouth of the Rhine below Leyden in Holland, as 
far as the River Amifia, now calTd the E??is 3 and 
took up all that goes now under the name of 
North Holland, (bordering upon the Zuyder-Zee) 
commonly and more properly then the other 
calf d Weft-Frieze 5 the diftincl: Province of Weft- 
Frieze, the territory of Groningen, and part of 
the Province of Vtrecht. The Bruchteri, according 
toCluver s the Franci, znABrucheri focceflively, ac- 
cording to Bertius, in Overyffel. The Marfaci, about 
the Town of Amersfort, between the Rhine and If el. 

The limits of thefe Provinces are made, on r - % 
the North by the Britijb Ocean 3 on the Weft by L ' imm ' 
the fame and Picardy 5 on the South bv Lorain, 

Champaign, and Picardy 5 and on the Eaft by Weft- 

phalia, 
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phalia, Eaft- Frieze land, or County of Emden, the 
Dutchy of Juliers , and the Archbifhopricks of 
Colen and Triers 3 we omit the Dutchy of Cleve, 
and the Bifhopric of Liege, becaufe they cannot 
be well accounted as Boundaries to thefe Coun- 
tries, being in a manner included within the fame 
limits with them. 

But more particularly, if we take in fome few 
neighbouring, or rather (as is aforefaid ) inclu- 
ded Territories $ fuch as are Liege, Cleves, Cam- 
bray, <&c and begin at the Sea-coaft near Calais 
in Picardy 3 thefe Provinces are bounded bv Oye, 
Ardres, Ligues, Hefdin, Dourlens, Homecourt, la Ca- 
pelle. In Champaigne, by Rocroix,Charleville, Mount 
Olympe, Mezjers, the Dutchy of Bouillon ( above 
Sedan ) and Moufon. In Lorain, by Jamets. After- 
wards by the Archbiihoprick oftriers, the Dutchy 
of Juliers, Weftphalia, the County of Benthem, and 
the County of Em den, bordering upon the Ger- 
man Ocean, which on all other parts makes up 

the Bounds of the Lower Germany. 

All thefe Countries are accounted no bigger 
then one fifth part of Italy 3 the circumference of 
them being, according to Guicciardin, a thoufand 
Italian, or three hundred and forty Belgic ( that 
is Flandrian ) miles, each whereof contains about 
three Italian. And here we will take occafion to 
obferve, that this is the common meafure thro 

Flanders Flamingeant , thro almoft all Brabant, 
Holland, Zealand, and Namur. In the Dutchy of 
Luxenburg the miles are fomewhat larger, tho 
exceeded by the Geldrian 3 but thofe of Frieze- 
land exceed all the reft, coming up to the com- 
putation of Germany, each of them, containing 
five, nay fometimes above fix Italian miles. In 
Flanders Gallicant , in Artois, and part of Hai- 
nault, the French meafure has prevailed, their miles 
being reckon'd in a manner double the Italian. 

Lower Germany lies under one half of the fe- 
venth, and all the eighth Climate 3 and is fit u ate 
between 22 and 30 degrees of Longitude, and 
between 50 and 54 deg. com pleat (that is, die 
beginning of 55 deg.) of Latitude 3 the days 
being in the middle of the feventh Climate 
16 hours, and at the beginning of die nindi \6 
hours and three quarters long. So that thefe 
Countries contain all the Parallels wbich are be- 
tween the fix teen th and twenty-firft. This is the 

computation of Guicciardin, Gotofredus, and V'A- 
vitj; but according to thole Authors who are 
more modern, and much more accurate, if thefe 
Countries ly under half the feventh, and all the 
eighth Climate, diey muft be fituate between 
47 deg. 20 min. and 50 deg. 33 min. of Lad- 
tude 3 and their days muft be in length between 
1 5 hours 45 min. and 16 hours 15 min. the Pa- 
rallels included being thofo that ly between the 
fourteenth and eighteenth exclufively. And if ( as 
diey themfelves fuppofe) their Latitude be from 
50 to 55 deg. then muft they ly under the ninth 
and tenth Climates 3 and fo the included Paral- 
lels will be diofe that reach from the {eventeenth 
to die two and twentieth exclufively, and the 
length of their days from 16 hours 30 min. to 
x 7 hours 1 5 min. which certainly comes much 
nearer the truth 5 the abovementioned Authors 
account of their Climates, Parallels, and length 
of days being altogether inconfiftent with die 
fuppofed Latitude, as well as real fituation of 
thefe Provinces. Tho the reft of the Provinces, 
whether united or others, have already e nter tain'd 

the Gregorian account 3 yet Geldres, Wefi-Frieze- 
land, Utrecht, Overyffel, and Groningen, frill retain 
the old ftile. 

There could hardly be imagin'd a more con- 
venient fituation for Traffick dien that of thefe 

Provinces 3 which will appear , if we confider 
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how they are plac'd in relation to the Body of 
Germany, and the great navigable Rivers there- 
of 5 but alfo to Great Britain, Denmark, France 

and Sweden at the laft of which Kingdoms 
a Ship has, with a fair and brisk gale of wind* 
arrived from Holland in the fpace of two days, 
days. From Flanders, Holland, and Zealand, it is 
but a (hort cut to England 3 and even to Lisbon 
in Portugal it is fcarce accounted ten days failing, 
a Voyage being ordinarily perform 'd from fome 
parts of Spain in fewer, and from others in not 
many more 3 which difference is -occafion'd not 
only by the various diftances of Ports in thatfpa- 
cious Kingdom, but alfo by the obliquity of the 
courfc it felf, which cannot therefore be fpeedily 
finifh'd without a requifite variety of winds. The 
neighbourhood alfo of the two moft fplcndid 
Courts of England and France, does not a little 
advance the happinefs of the forefaid fituation. 

The reprefentation of thefe Countries under 
the form of a Lion, has been approv'd of by 
fome fanciful (tho otherwife judicious) men 3 
particularly it is commended by Guicciardin,\:ho 
records for the Author of it one Michael Aitftn- 
ger, by whom a Belgic Hiftory had been pub- 
hfhed fome time after the firft Edition of his Book. 
Some refcmblance ( though very faint ) may 
perhaps be acknowledged to the back parts 
of that Royal Beaft, occafion'd by a fomewhat 
proportionable incurvation of the Sea-fhore 
from the beginning of Flanders to Em den in 
Eaft-Friezeland , yet feems it to be much of the 
fame nature with that of the Heavenly Conitci- 
lations, and the different Animals whofe ftapes 
they are compelfd to aflume. Only this muft 
be faid for it, that it muft be prefum'd, that there 
is an alliance and agreement of a Lion with 
thofe Countries 5 becaufe not only almoft each 
of thefe Provinces, but likewife divers of their 
principal Cities, give Lions, with refpective di- 
ifinctions, for their Arms 3 the original whereof 
the forefaid Guicciardin refers to that f imous Ex- 
pedition into the Eaft under Godfrey of Bulloin, 
call'd the Holy War. 

Divers matters of an hiftorical natu re muft be 
fcatter'd up and down in this Work 5 and parti- 
cularly fome account fhall be given, in a more 
proper place, of the great alterations of Affairs 
which fucceeded the Revolt from Spain in die 
time of Philip II. and of the prodigious Revo- 
lutions which have fince happen'd among the V- 
nited Provinces themfelves, even to the year 167 8. 
At prcfent we (hall infift upon what is more purely 
Geographical, beginning widi an enumeration 
of the chief Cities and Villages in each Province, 
in die proper defcriptions whereof they fhall be 
more punctually and amply difcourfed of 5 fo 
that the Reader muft excufc us, if here we either 
pafs by places, which upon one account or other 
may be not inconfiderable, or omit divers things 
relating to others which cannot be deny'd to be 
very remarkable. 

1. The moft eminent Cities and confiderable Cities and 
Towns in the Dutchy of Brabant are, 1. Antwerp, Towns in 
formerly the greateft Staple of Europe, or indeed Brabant. 
of the whole world. It is call'd in Latin Antwer- 
pia, in Low Dutch Antwerpe?t, in High Antorff, in 
French Awvers. 2. Bruffels ( Bruxell, Bruxellee ) 
upon the River Sinne, the ufual place of Refidence 
of the Spanijh Vice-Roys. 5. The Bofch ( Sylva. 
Ducis, Bufcum Ducis, s' Hertogenbofch, Bois le Due, 
Bolduc) upon the Bommel and the Aa. 4. Lo- 
vain (Lovanium, Loeven) upon the Dele and 
Worthe. Here is one of the moft celebrated 
Univerfities, of which at large elfewhere. Bra- 
bant is commonly divided by Authors into four 
Terrarchies, or quarters, which take their names 
A 2 from 
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Limburg. 



Luxen> 
burg. 



Geldre. 



from thefe 4 mentioned Cities. 5- M"£ r ' ch ** 
upon the Mzesor Mea/e {TrajeStum ad Mojam), 
formerly under the Liegois, but for many years 
laft pari, firft under the Spaniard, and then the 
Confederate States. A place ramous for its divers, 
and fome very late, Sieges. 6. Breda upon the 
Aferfe, a Baronv or Lordrtiip 3 as likewife, 7. P*?//, 
upon the S. Serge* 0/ Zoos* ( Berga adZo- 

mam ) upon the Zoom. A ftrong place, and or 
sreat moment to the United States. 9 - Grave 
(Graaf), famous for its Sieges. Others there 
are which we (hall run over very briefly 5 lucn 
are Arefchot ( Arycbot, Arcbot ) upon the Denier, 
which gives Title to a Dutchy. T/moi ( / ?//<?- 
77/^/, 2W, Tillemontium ) , formerly gave name 
to one of the Quarters of Brabant, fucceeded in 
that dignitv bv Bois le Due. Lire, upon the Nele. 
Vilvorden, upon the Senne. Gemblours (Gembla- 
'., Fr. Giblou ), formerly an Earldom. Heren- 



2. 



cum 



falsi Eindoven. Helmont, upon the Aa. Senef, 
upon the borders of Hainault, afmallplace, but 
made memorable by the bloody Battel fought 
near it in the year i^74> between the French and 
Confederate Armies. Grimbergen, gives name to 
an Earldom, formerly of great fame. The Earls 
of Hoogftraten Meghen and Raveftein likewife owe 
their Titles to places within the precincts of Bra- 
bant. Note, that the Marquifate of the Em- 
pire (or Antwerp) and the Lordfhip of Matins, 
tho reckon d for two of the Seventeen Provinces, 
are really comprehended in this Dutchy. 

2. The Dutchy of Umburg contains , befides 
the principal City it felf, of the fame name, upon 
the Vefde or Vefdre ( tho indeed a place of fmall 
account ) a few not very confiderable places 5 
as the Wyck. ( Vickium ) join d by a Bridge over 
the Maes to Maeftricht. Arx Calamina ( la Cala- 
mine) whence comes the Cadmiaoi Pliny, call'd by 
us Lapis Calaminaris. In the Jurifdi<5tions of Fal- 
kenburg ( Volkenburg or Fracbimont ), Dalem, and 

Rolduc ( Appendages of this Dutchy ) are three 
Villages of the fame denomination. 

3. In the Dutchy of Luxenburg are, 1. Luxem- 
burg ( Lutzenburg, Luceburgium, or Luceburgum ), 
the head City of the Province, upon the river 
Alfetz^ot Elza. 2. TheOTtville ( Diedenhoven, Tbeo- 
tiis Villa, Zfrbs Santli Viti ) upon the Mofelle. 
Grave smacheren, likewife upon the Mofelle 5 and 
Rodemacberen, not far from thence 5 with other 
fmall places, which we may poflibly have further 
occafion of mentioning in the particular defcrip- 

tion of this Dutchy. 

4. The fourth Dutchy is that of Geldre, in 
which are, 1. Ruremnnd { Ruremunda ) at the mouth 
of the Roer, the head City of the Spanifh Geldre. 
2. Geldre ( Geldra), whence the Province de- 
rives its name. 3. Venlo ( Venlona ) upon the 
Maes. Thefe, together with Wacbtendunch, have 
fince the erection of the Dutch Commonwealth, 
continued in their former fubjection to Spain. 

The Confederate part of this Dutchy confifts of 
1. The Velaw ( de Veluwe, Velavia ), in which are 
1. Arnheim ( Arnhemium , Arenacum ) upon the 
Rhine, within a mile of Tjfeloort, where Drufus's 
famous Canal has its beginning. Here is the 
feat of Judicature for the United part of the 
whole Province. 2. Harder wick {Harder wicum) up- 
on the Zuyder-2.ee, furnifh'd with a convenient 
Port, and in the year 1 £48 dignified with an Uni- 
verfity. 3. Elburg (Elburgum), a neat Town up- 
on the fame Sea. In the Velaw are alfo Wagenin- 
gen and Hattem. 2. The fecond part of the Con- 
ted erate Geldre is the Bet aw (de Betuwe, Beta- 
via ) the principal part of the old Batavia 3 .in 
which are 1. Bommel (Bommelia) in the Ifland 
of Bommel or Bommelerweert , a fair and ftrong 

Town, fituate upon the left fide of the WaaL 
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Culenburg ( Culenburgum ), upon die left fide 
of the Leek. It gives name to an Earldom. ^.Nim- 

megben ( Nieumeghen, Nimegue, Neomagus, Novio- 
magus ) upon the Waal 3 a place of great anti- 
quity 3 and made more remarkable of latej'ears, 
by the Treaties of Peace managed there by the 
Ambauadors of fo many Princes, and at laft con- 
cluded in the year 1678. 4. Buren(Bura), not 
far from the river Lingue. It denominates a par- 
ticular Jurisdiction, by the Title of an Earldom, t 
and ( according to fome ) is indeed only conti- 
guous to, not included within the Territory of 
this Dutchy. 3. Zutpben ( Zutphania ) upon the 
Berkel and Ijfel 3 gives name to a diftinct County 
or Earldom, which tho it be now annex'd to 
Geldre, did formerly make one of the Seventeen 

Provinces it felf, and therefore is more largely 
to be difcourfed of in its proper place. 

5. The Marquifate of the Empire, that is the 
City of Antwerp in Brabant, with its Territory 5 
the principal places comprehended in which are 
Lillo and Santvliet, two Forts upon the Scheld 3 
akho according to D' Avity, and odiers, Nivelle, 
Lovain, and BruJfels,arca\Co to bereckon'd within 
the Marquifate. 

6. The Earldom of Fla?iders ( accounted by Flanders, 
fome the richer! piece of ground in the Chriftian 
World ) is commonly divided into Proprietary 

( poflefs'd formerly, without any dependance or 
homage, by the Earls of Flanders ) Gallican, and 
Imperial 5 of which divifion more hereafter. The 
principal places in this Province are, 1. Gaunt 
( Ghent, Gand, Gandavum ) the Metropolis, eno- 
bled by the birth of Charles the fifth 5 where was 
alfo born John Duke of Lancafter, commonly in 
our Hiftories calTd John of Gaunt. 2. Bruges 
( Brugge, Brugge 's, Brugae ), the moft pleafant and 
beautiful City in all the Low- Countries. 3. Tpres 

( Tperen, Tper<z ) upon a River of the fame name, 

formerly a Vi-County. 4. Doway ( Duacum, Do- 
vay ) upon the Scarpe 5 famous for a Urnvcrdty 
founded in the laft Age by Philip II. of Spain 9 
for the education of Englifh Youth in the Roman 
Catholick Religion. 5. Tournay ( Dornyck., Tor- 
nacum ), upon the Scheld 5 made memorable by 
its fuflferings fome Ages paft, in the wars between 

the Englifh, French, and Flemmings. 6. Courtray 
(Cor try ck, Cortracum). 7. Lille ( L' IJle , Infulae, 

Ryffel, Ter-Iffel). Thefe, and many other places 
in this Province, will afford much matter to the 
Hiftory of the prefent Age. 8. Nieuport ( Neo- 
portus), near which place was a happy ,tho bloody 
Victory purchased for the Confederates in the 
year 1600 5 principally, or indeed wholly, by 
the defperate valour of the Englifh, under the 
Veres, and other brave Commanders of the fame 
Nation, p. Oftend (Oftenda ) made famous by that 
unparallefd Siege which lafted three years, two 
months, and fifteen days 5 begun in the year 
1 60 1 , and ended in the year 1 604, the time of its* 
beginning and ending being exprefs'd by the nu- 
merical letters of thefe words, OftenDe nobis 
paCeM 5 and oftenVaM Inltla paCIs 3 which words 
are the more figniheant, becaufe fome few years 
after, the Treaty of Peace began, and ended in 
nothing more then a Truce for twelve years. 

10. Graveling ( Graruelingen^ Gravelinga) , Oude- 

naerd, Cajfel, Aerdenburg (anciently the Metro- 
polis of Flanders, as Gaunt now), Sluys (Slufa) 

taken by Prince Maurice, when he fa w he could 
not raife the forefaid Siege of Oftend 5 Damme, 

Dixmude, Winox-bergen ( Berga feu Mons SanSii 
Winnoci ), Aelfi or Aloft, Dendermond, BierfLiet, Fur- 
nes, isre. 

7. In the Earldom of Artois, are 1. Arras (Germ. 
Atrecht, Lat. Atrebatium ), upon the Scarpe $ the 

Metropolis of the Province 3 famous for that fore 

of 
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°f Hangings to which it has given name. 2. Saint 

Omer ( fanum Santli Audo??iari ) upon the Aa 5 a 

very ftrong place both by fituation and art 5 and 
made more remarkable by an Englifh Seminary 
planted here. 3. Ayre ( Aria ) upon the Lys. 
4. S.Pol. (fa7tumSan£ti Pauli) gives name to a 
County. Bethune, HefdinJBapaume, Arie^Renty^c. 

8. The Earldom of Hainault (Hennegaw or Hen- 
newiers ) contains, 1 . Mons ( Montes, Mons in Hai- 
" nault, Berghen, and, to diftinguifti it from Win?zox- 
berghen in Flanders, Mons Berghen) the Metro- 
polis of the Province 3 made more remarkable 
a few years ago ( in the year 1^78 ) by the flop 
at diis place put to the French carreer in their 
conquefts 3 and that chiefly by the valour of the 
King of Great Britain's Subjects. For altho the 
French may pretend the Treaty at Nimeguen was 
then as good as concluded, yet ( as appears from 
a memorial given in but a little before in behalf 
of the Emperor, and from other papers of the 
like nature} their inclinations to peace were but 
very faint 3 and if it was not the brisknefs of that 
unfeafbnable Action (as they term it), it was 
the dread of that oppofition which they expected 
from England, that made them even defirous of 
putting an end to the war. 2. Valenciennes ( Valen- 
chiennes, Valentianx ), upon the Scheld, where it 
receives the Rouelle 3 very much commended for 

its ancient Laws. 3. Cambray ( Cameracum, Ca- 
meryck) the head of a particular Territory call'd 
Cambrefis, by fome accounted a Province it felf, 
and by others made a part of Artois. Thofe that 
pleafe may reckon this the tenth Spanifb Province, 
there being no other way to compleat that num- 
ber 3 for fo fmall a portion of Geldre remains fub- 
ject to Spain, that Flanders as well, and Brabant 
much better, may be rank'd. under the United 
States, then Geldre under the Spaniard. 4. Hall 
( Halla ) upon the borders of Brabant, of confi- 
derable fame for the Chappel of the blefled Vir- 
gin. 5. Conde ( Condatum ) upon the Scheld. 

6. Landrecy ( Landrecies ) upon the Sambre , a 
place of ftrength, and renown'd for the fieges 
it has endur'd. 6. Bouchain, upon die Scheld. 

7. Beaumont, belonging, as Landrecy does, to the 
Dukes of Arefchot. 8. Charleroy, a Fortification 
built about the beginning of 1 66 j, to ftop the 
progrefs of the French, tho it fell, before it was 
finifh'd, into their hands 3 whofe fpending time 
in compleating the Works of this place, prov'd 
very advantageous to the Spanifh intereft. Sa- 
voy, Avefnes, Quefnoy, Chimay^ Bincbs ( Binchs 
en Hainault ) Aeth, St. Giflain, Brenne le Comte, 
Enghien, i&c. 

9- The fourth Earldom is that of Holland, di- 
vided commonly into South and North Holla?id 
( the laft is called moft properly Weft-Frieze land, 
and the more Southerly part of ic Waterland ).. 
The firft City of this Province, not for riches, but 
for dignity and peculiar priviledges, is Dort ( Dor- 
drecht, Dordracum ), fituate in an Ifland made by 
the conflux of the Maes and Waal 5 famous for 

the Synod held diere, to compofe differences in 

Religion, about the year i£ip3 and for the Staple 
trade it enjoys of Rbenifh Wines. 2. Amfterdam 
( Amftelodamum) upon the River Amftel$ iince 
the Revolt from Spain, the greateft Mart in the 
whole World, tho an ordinary Village not much 
above three hundred years ago, and litde more 
then the habitation of a few Fi(hermen. 5. Ley den 
( Lugdunum, Batavorum, and by fome affectedly, 
upon account of its Univerfity, in aUufion to 
Athe?t<e of the Grecians, Ley doe ) more pleafantly, 
and more healthfully fituated (according to fome 
Authors, particularly Cluver. Bun. tho there is great 
reafon to doubt ic as to the point of health) then 
any place in all the Belgic Provinces. 4. Delph 

Netherlands. 
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(Delpht Delphi, Delphium ) upon a Channel cut 
thither from the Maes 5 from whence alfo it de- 
rives its name, Delph fignifving in the lan-ua^e 

C J?" ntry r Dlke * Hcrc was the kmous 
WULiam Prince of Orange affa/linated about the 

year 1582. 5. Rcterdam ( Roterodamum) upon 

the River Roter 3 the fecond Emporv of Holland- 

but much more ennobled by the birth of the 

famous Erafmus. 6. The Hague ( Haga Comitis, 

la Haye, Haag, Grafenhaag, and Des Graven Hage), 

the nobieft Village in Europe, and endow'd with 

the priviledges of a City 5 formerly thefeat of the 

Earls of Holland. The Princes of Orange have now 

a ftately Palace here 5 and the States of the Ztnited 

Provinces have made it their conftant place of 

convention and refidence. 7. Harlem ( Haer- 

lem, Harlemum ) upon the Spar. It puts in a very 

good title to the invention of Printing. 8. Goude 

(Gouda) upon one of the If els. 9 . Vlaerdmgen^ 

not many Ages paft a place of fo great note, 

that it gave denomination to the whole Province^ 

which from thence (as fome of their ancient 

Chronicles witnefs) was call'd Vlaerdinga. 1 o. Ger- 

trudenberg ( SanR<z Gertrudis Mons ) upon the 

Meram^remarkable for the great number of Shad- 
fifb which are taken near it. n. Home ( Hoome ) 
fo call'd from its winding Port, refembluig a 
Horn. And 12. Encbuyfen^ both which have 
good Havens, and at the latter are built div^s 
great Ships. 1 3. The Bril ( Briel, Briela ) in 
the Ifland Voorn 3 one of the Cautionary Towns 
deliver d to Queen Elizabeth, upon her aftiftmg 
the Confederates with men and money. PrefentlV 
after the feizure of this Town by the Earl of 
Marck., in the time of Alva, enfued the Revolt 
of divers other places, and a fudden alteration 
of affairs to the eternal prejudice of the Spanifh 
intereft. There are moreover within the limits 
of this Province, the Earldom of Egmont, the 
Lordfhips of Vianen and Brederode, isre. the Ifland s 
of Texel, V lie land, is'c. and many other places, 
of which more largely hereafter. 

10. The Earldom of Zealand confifts of divers Zealand. 
Iflands 5 the chief whereof are, i.Walcheren ( Fr. 
Valcheren, Lat. Walachria ). 2. Schouwen (Het landt 
van Schouwen, Scaldia). 3. Zuytbeveland (Beve- 
landia auftralis ). The reft of note are , Nord- 

beveland, Dweland, Wolferfdyck* and Tolen. 1 . Wal- 
cheren contains, 1. Middleburg ( Middleburgnm 9 
without any good grounds call'd Metelli Burgum ) 
a famous Mart, efpecially for French and Spanifh 
Wines. 2. Flufking ( Vlijffinga, Flijfinga, Vlitfm- 
gen ), one of the Cautionary Towns , kept by 
the Englijh from the year 1585 to i^i^ for 
the commodiou fnefs of its Port, accounted the 
Key of the Belgic Provinces. 3. Veer ( Camp- 
Veer, Ter-Veer, Vera ) the Staple for the Scotch traf- 
hck. 4. Armuyde?z, confiderable for its Haven. 
2. In Schouwen are, 1. Zirickxee a place pleafant- 
ly fituated, and endow'd with great Priviledges. 
2. Browershaven. 3. In Zuyd-Beveland is Goes 
( Ter-Goes, Gufa ) at the mouth of the Scheld 3 
a pretty neat Town. 

11. In the Earldom of Namur ( Namen,Na- Namur. 
murcum, Namurum ) are, 1. The Metropolis, of 
the fame name, ftanding where the Sambre joins 
with the Maes 5 confiderable rather for ftrength 
then beauty. 2. Bovines ( Bovinae, Boviniacum ) 
upon the Maes. 3. Dinant. It belongs to the 
Bifhoprick of Liege, ( the Spaniard according to 
the laft Treaty, has endeavour'd to procure a 
ceflion of it to France, tho for what yet appears 
unfuccefsfully ) but is really fituate within the 
limits of this Province 5 as are likewife, Carls- 
burg or Charlemont, Valencourt or Walcourt, i*?c. 

12. The Earldom of Zutpben is denominated Zutplien. 
from its principal City , of the fame name, a 
B very 
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very ftrong place, {landing upon the Berkel, and 
clofe to the Ifel 5 at the fiege whereof, under^ 
taken by the Earl of Leicefter, Governor of the 
Union, was {lain our famous Sir Philip Sydney. 
It contains befides, t. Groll ( Grolla ), a place of 
great ftrength, upon the River Slinck ; famous 
for the fiege it endur'd in the fecond war with 
Spain. 2. Does burg, upon the Ifel. 3. Schenkr 
enfeham, a flrong Fort, built juft within the two 
branches of the Rhine, not tar from Cleve 5 a 
Poft of the greateft confideration to the Vnited 
Netherlands, as they fufficiently experiene'd upon 
the unexpected lofs of it in the late French Inva- 
fion, in the year 1 672. Befides thefe, there are 
many other Towns in this Province, of which 
we have a great deal to fay hereafter 5 fuch as 
are Lochem upon the Berkel, Ifelburg, Tie I, the 
Fort of Sc. Andrews, Dotecom upon the old Ifel, 
Bronkhdrft, Bredeford, in a marfhy level, i?c. The 

County or Earldom of Berg (V Herenberge,mons 

Domini ) is reckon d by Schultes within the Pre- 
cincts of Zutphen. 

1 3. The Lordlhip: of Frizgland is commonly 
call'd Weft-Frizeland, to diftinguilh it from the 
County of Emden, which of late Ages has been 
known by the name of Baft- Frizeland. But it 
muft be conferred, that the Frifii reached no far- 
ther then the Ems, and inhabited no part of the 
{aid County of Emden $ altho it has happen'd 
( upon what account I cannoc cell ) co take a de- 
nomination from them 5 and therefore this Pro- 
vince, which is call'd Weft-Frizeland, were much 
more properly call'd Eaft- Frizeland, the name of 
Weft-Frizeland really belonging to North Hol- 
land, which lies more to the Weft then this, and 
was alio poffefs'd by the fbrefaid people. Never- 
thelefs we fhall go with the current of modern 
Geographers and Hiftorians, and retain the name 
of Weft- Frizeland for this Country 5 which is ufii- 
ally divided into Oftergoe, Weftergoe, and Seven* 
wolden. In it are, 1 . Leevearden ( Leovardia, Leo* 
voardium, Lieuwarden ) the Metropolis, upon the 
River Ea. 2. Doceum, upon the fame River. 
3. Harlingen, furnifli'd wich a good Pore 5 a flrong 
place, the neighbouring Country being eafily 

overflown by cutting their Dikes. 4. Franeker 
( Franicum, Franecera ) of a pleafant fituation. 
An Univerfity was founded here by the States 
in the year x 58 5. 5. Sneek ( Sneca ) a place of 
great antiquity. 6. Bolswarden (Bolswaert). 7. Sta- 
vern, a Town anciently of extraordinary trade 
and (as fome will have it) power, having a 
jurifdiction of vaft extent. It has been of little 
confideration fince its Port was choak'd up with 
Sand 5 of which we (hall give fome account here- 
after. 

14. The Lordlhip of Malins ( Germ. Mechlen, 
Lat. Mechlinia X cho almoft in che hearc of Bra- 
bant, yet makes one of the Seventeen Provinces. 

. It comprehends the City of Malins, which is fi- 
cuate upon the River Dele, in an exceeding health- 
ful air 5 the Citizens being naturally 10 complai- 
fant, and of fo graceful a carriage, that they are 
ordinarily call'd by the Germans, de Meefters -van 
polyt 5 that is, che Matters of gentile behaviour. 
2. Heift ( Hifta ) is within the Lordlhip of Ma- 
lins, but enjoys cfpecial and diftin<5t jurifdiction. 

1 5. The Lordfliip, or Biftioprick ( as it was for- 
merly) of Utrecht, contains 1. Vtrecht, call'd 
in Latin ZfltrajeSlum , as fome fuppofe (tho cr- 
roncoufly, in che judgment of others) by con- 
traction from K Trie. Leg. Stat, chac is, Quint* 
tricefimae Legionis Stativa. It ftands upon the 
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old and exhaufted Channel of the Rhine, whofe 
waters have been long fince deriv'd into the Leek. 
This City is much blamed by che Dutch writers 
for its either cowardly or treacherous behaviour 
in the year 1^72 5 whereby, as they lay, not only 
this, but two or three other Provinces were cut 
off from the reft , and betray'd into the hands 
of the French. 2. Amersfort ( Amersjbrdia) upon 
che Meni. 3. Wyck de Duerfted (Durqftadium, Ba- 
tavodurum ) upon che joining of che Rhine and 
Leek: A Town of very great antiquity. Rhe- 
ners upon the Leck> Mont fort, is"e. 

1 6. The Lordlhip of Overiffel ( fo call'd from 
its fituation beyond the Ifel ) confifts of three 
parts, S aland t, Twente, and Trent e 5 and contains 
three anciently free and Imperial Cities. 1. De- 
venter ( Daventier, Daventria ) upon the IJfel 5 

memorable, as upon other accounts, fo for the 
treachery of the Governor William Stanley , an 
Englifh man (tho nothing fuch in that aclion) 
who is accufed of having betray'd chis Town co 
che Spaniards, in che year 1587- 2. Campen 
( Campi, Campodunum ) upon the mouth of the 
If el, where it empties it felf inco the Zuyder-Zee^ 
but che Harbour is fo choak'd up wich mud, chac 
it cannot admit Ships of Burthen* 3. Swoll 
(Schrpolle, S&olla) not far from the IJfel, upon 
a fmall River call'd Aa, which runs into the Vi- 
drus or Vecht 5 a very ftrong place. There are 
alfo in this Province , Steenwyck ( Steenvicum ) 
upon the Aa, a Forcrefs of considerable ftrength, 
as alfo is Coeverden ( Covordia ) near che Vecht, 
made famous by che frcquenc fieges of ic in che 

lace wars wich Spain. Vollenhoven, Otmarfen, 01- 
denzeel, Ha felt, Meppel, &c. 

17. In che Lordlhip of Groningen, are 1. The Gronh 

Mccropolis Groningen ( Groeningen, Groninge, Gro- gen. 
ninga ) upon che conflux of the Aa and the Hu- 
nefus, which above che City is call'd Schutendeep, 
below Reitdeep. 2. Damme (Damma). And 
. Delfzeel, a ftrong place towards Germany 5 
oth in Fivelingo, one of the five parts into which 
the Omelands are divided, the other four being 

Hunfingo, Weftquartier, Oldampt, and Wefterwold. 

There were formerly numbred in thefe Pro- 
vinces, above cwo hundred wall'd Towns, and 
ac leaft one hundred and fifty others, enjoying 
equal priviledges and immunities with them 5 
the Villages being reckon'd above fix thoufandj 
buc ic muft be acknowledged, chac che greac de- 
vaftations made in the late frequent wars, have 
much alter'd the accounc Ic is fcarce co be 
imagin'd, how numerous fuch Lordlhips were, 
as had peculiar jurifdiction, as well in Criminal 
as Civil Caufes. Forts alfo and Sconces, espe- 
cially in Frontier-Coun cries, were hardly co be 
number'd. 

Ic muft be confider'd, that war does not only 
make an alteration as to the number, but likewife 
as to che nacure of places 5 fome by che confe- 
quences thereof being ad vane'd co a higher rank, 
buc many more funk down to an inferior 5 which 

makes ic impoflible, wichouc frequenc and frefh 
furveys of che Towns chemfelves, accuracely co 
reprefenc cheir true ftate and condition 3 yec do 
we hope hereafter to give a preccy good account 
of che defolacion made in divers pares of thefe 
Councrics fince che facal year 1 ^72 5 and fhall 
in chis place only puc down che number of Ci- 
«cs. To wns,and Villages, as ic hach formerly been 
deliver'd by Guicciardin, who wrote during che 
firft war with Spain 5 and fince by Gotofredus, a 
much more modem Author. 
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Cities, Towns, and Villages, according co 
Guicciardin and Gotofredus were in 



Kjuicciardin. 
C. & T. Vill. 



Gotofredus. 



Brabant 

Geldre and 

Zutphen 

Luxenburg. 

Limburg 

Holland 

Zeeland 

Utrecht 

Overifel 

Frizeland and 

Groningen 

Artois 

Hainault 

Itiamur 
Flanders 
Malins 
Marquifate 
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The Lower Germany is admirably well water'd 
by many excellent Rivers, the chief whereof are, 
the Rhine, Maes, Scheld, and Emsx, thofe of an 
inferior rate being the Mofelle, If el, Life, Aa, 
Dole, Defe, Demer, Sambre, Vidre, Scarpe, tec. For 
an account of the Ems and Mofelle we refer the 
Reader to the defcription of High Germany 5 for 
thofe Rivers run only upon the skirts of thefe 
Provinces, and therefore have no good title to 
a place in this Volume. 

The Rhine rifes in the Country of the Gri- 
fons, out of the higheft Hills of the Alps, call'd 
St. Gctf^rfn/ and Adula, from two Springs, theftrft 

call'd der Vordere Rhyn, che Other der hinder Rhyn, 

according to Cluver. Bun. But D' Avity fays from 
three different Springs, the uppermoft of which 
makes the firft or formoft Rhine, call'd in High 
Dutch Vorder Rhyn, and comes out of the hill 
Crisbalt, near the high mountain of Sc. Goddard. 
The middle Rhine ( he fays alfo ) has its fource at 
the mountain Lucumon, or Der Luckpianier, which 
is call'd alfo St. Barnabies, and is part of the Adula. 
And the latter, or hinder Rhine, fprings out of the 
Mountain which the Grifons call Ocello, and Colmo 
del Vccello$ being part of the Adula or Yogel, and 
call'd alfo St. Bernards hill. Thefe three are united 
in one ftream before they reach che Lake of Con- 
fiance, and receiving afterwards below Schaffhufen 
the Aar, by Maheim the Neckar, at Mayence the 
Mein, the Noh or Nah at Bergen, and the Mofelle 
and Lahn at Coblents 5 pafs by Colen, Dufeldorp, 
and the lower Wegel, at die lacter of which they 
moreover receive the waters of the Lippe. After 
this the Rhine, juft as it leaves the Dutchy of 
Cleve, and enters into Geldre, not far from the 
Tol-huys, and at the very place where, in the 
laft Century, was built that famous Fort call'd 
Schenkenfchans, divides its waters into cwo Chan- 
nels. Thac branch which retains the ancient name, 
and lies to the Eaft and North of the other, paf- 
fing by Hue fen in Cleve s,Arnheim the chief City of 
che State-Geldres,Wageningen, and Rhenen, ac Wijck 
de Duerftede ( call'd Batavodurum ) joins wich a 
ftnall Rjiver, nam'd the Leek.-, and being diverted 
from its ancient courfe, partes not, as formerly, 
to Vtreeht. That City being fore'd to fupply the 
lofs of its noble ftream by an artificial Channel 
cut from the Leek., and call'd by che name of 
che Ifel. 

Philip Cluver, in his book de tribus Rheni Al- 
veis, fays, chac the middle Channel of the Rhine 
was deriv'd into the Leek by Civilis, who break- 
ing down the bank, calt up ( tho not quite per- 



fedted) by Drufus to keep the Rhine witliin his 
proper limits, let that River into the middle as 
it were of the Ifland of the Batavi, whereupon 
he became defended againft the Romans bv a 
double Trench viz. that of the Waal, and this 
new one made by the Leek But the confequencc 
hereof in after ages was, that the beft part of 
the waters of the Rhine being diverted from their 
former courfe, the mouth of the ancient Chan- 
nel, which ran by Leyden, and into the Sea be- 
cween C atwyck and Noortnytk, for wane of a ftrong 
current to keep it open, was in time quite choak d 
Up j W Sands, thrown in partlv bv tempefts 
and partly by the more conftant working of the 
{^" s * s Cluver s opinion in the foremen- 
ciond book, and in his Geography, commented 
upon by Buno. But others fav, that about the 
year 13^0, the Rhine being fwell'd by a prodi- 
gious Land-flood, and meeting with the oppo- 
htion of a high and tempeftuous Sea, was fore d 
to carry off his waters by the Leek, whofe Chan- 
nel atterwards, in manner as is before related 
became his own. Some will have it, that about 
the year 8^0, or according to others 1 1 70, fuch 
vaft heaps of fand were not far from the Leek eaft 
up by the violence of continued ftorms, that the 
Rhine was thereby fore'd into the other Channel, 
that of its own becoming prefentlv drv, tho it 
retain its ancient name almoft to the Ocean. Altho 
it be therefore doubtful when this happen'd, 'tis 
certain, that the Leek at this dav receiving all the 
waters of the Rhine, and leaving its ancient Chan- 
nel quite dry at Wyck de Duerftede, runs bv Culen- 
burg and coming to Via?ien, is afterwards call'd 
limply the Leek 5 after which it pafTes bv Nieuport 
and Schoonhoven, and not far from the Village 
Cnmpen mixes with the Meruwe, made up of the 
Maes, Waal, and Linghe, before it comes to be 
call'd by the fingle name of the Maes. 

The opening and cleanfing of the old Chan- 
nel of the Rhine, is look'd upon as verv fealible, 
but the City of Amfterdam will never confent to 
it 5 for by that means the Town of Leyden would 
grow Maritime, and fhare a great part of the 
Trade which is now engrofs'd by the forefaid 
City. But others fay, that this is not to be at- 
tempted, becaufe it has been obferv'd by the 
molt skiltul Mathematicians, that the meadows 
about Leyden, are half a foot lower then the calm 
forface of the neighbouring Sea, even before the 
Tide begins co flow 5 which thing is very impro- 
bable upon many accounts , and therefore we 
may juftly fufpect, that fuch obfervations were 
made with a particular kindnefs and concern for 
the in tereft of Amfterdam. 

The other branch of the Rhine, next to Bra- 
bant and Zealand, is call'd the Waal ( Wahl, Wael, 
Fr. Oual, Lat. Vahalis ) and runs by Nimmeghen, 
Tiel, and Bommel, making that Ifland together 
with the Maes, with which afterwards near Wor- 
cum it entirely joins, and then at G or cum bein<> 
augmented by the addition of the Linghe, takes 
the name of Meruwe ( nam'd alfo die new Maes ) 
which it has from an ancient Caftle, formerly 
ftanding near this place ( fome remains thereof 
are yet to be feen in the water near Dort), whence 
it pafTes on to the City and Ifland of Dort, and 
after having receiv'd the Leek and Ifel ( two 
branches of the other divifion of the Rhi?ie ) paf- 
fing by Ifelmond, comes to Roterdam, where be- 
ing ftrangely enlarg'd in breadth, and loofing its 
name in that of the Maes, it leaves Sciedam and 
Vlaerding, and runs by Geervliet to the Brill $ not 
far from whence it empties it felf into the Ocean. 
The ancient Belg* are reported to have eaft the 
children which they fufpeclred to be illegitimate in- 
to the Rhine, whofe waters are faid to have carried 
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the true born .afloat, {wallowing immediately, 



and ftirling the fpurious 5 whereunto alludes that 

of Clazidiazz , — Nafcentes explorat gurgite Rhenus. 

But Verftegan fays, Adultery was exceeding rare 
amongft diem, and that this was done rather to 
prove the childrens ftrength then legitimacy, 

There are two Iffels, each call'd by the Latins 
Jfala. One of them comes out of the Leek, near 
Viazzen, and divides it felf into three branches 3 
the firft of which running not far from the walls 
of Sehoonhoven, and thence to Crimpen, returns 
its waters into the Leek.* the fecond joins with 
the third and principal one not far from Goude 5 
the courfe of the faid third branch being from 
Vianen to Tjfelfteizz, and thence to Montford, Oude- 
water and Goude. Afterwards, about the midway 
between Crimpen and Roterdam, and directly over 
agaiaft Ijfelmond ( that is, the mouth of die 
Jjfel) it difcharges it felf into the Maes. 

The other IJfel ( from its being fituate -beyond 
this River one of the United Provinces is cafi'd 
Overijfel ) has its rife in Weftphalia, upon the bor- 
ders of Cleve , near the Town of Rasfeld, two 
hours journey from Boerkom , and three from 
Randsdorp. Its courfe is firft by the Caftle of 
Rhynberg in C/eves, after that returning into Weft- 
pbalia it waihes Weer, and running thro Zutphen 
by IJfelburg, Anholt, and the Caftle of Vlft (where 
it is encreafed by the acceflion of the River Aa ) 
goes on to Burg, Votecom, and Voesburg. Here- 
about anciently it ftruck off with its own fingle 
ftream. towards the Zuyder-Zee, but was by Vru- 
fus Zero's care and order (for the more ready 
conveyance of Roman Armies againft the Frizons, 
and other more Northern Germans ) augmented 
with a great part of the Rhine, drawn thither by a 
Channel cut from IJfeloort to Voesburg ( eight miles 
in length according to Cluver. ), fo that its ftream 
became not inferior to that of the Waal, its courfe 
from Voesburg being to Bronchorft, thence to Zut- 
phen ( where it receives the Berkel ), afterwards 
to Vaventer and Hattem, and fo to Campen, near 
which place it enters into the Zuyder-Zee 9 former- 
ly the Lake Flevum, at the mouth of which Iy 
the Vlie and Vlieland, from thence fuppofed to 
have receiv'd their denomination. 

The Maes, Mafe, Mofe, or Meufe, calFd by the 
High Germans Mafo , by the Flemings Maes, by 
the Low Germans die Mafe, Fr. la Meufe, LauMofa 3 
has its head in the mountain Vogefiis, not far 
from Langres in the confines of Burgundy and 
Champaigne, being likewife near Montenay le Roy 
and Andelot , and the Springs of the Some and 
Marne. At St.Thibaut it becomes capable of bear- 
ing Boats and fmaller VefTels, and pafling after- 
wards by Verdun and Moufon, at Voway it receives 
the addition of the Chie.r 5 thence its courfe is to 

Metiers, Charlemont, Vinant, Bcrvines, and Namur, 

where being augmented by the Sazztbre, and not 
far from thence by the Mehaigzze, it paftes by the 
Town of Huy, and after that waters the City of 
Liege 3 then being enlarg'd by the fmaller Rivers 
Ourte,Blanch and Wefe, it paffes on to Maeftricht, 
and about that place receiving die Jeqziele from 
Tongres, and V Ifle from Valkenburg, it continues 
its .courfe to Stochem, Mafeiek., Wejfem, and Rure- 
Tzzond, where it is encreas'd by the acceflion of 
the Sualine and Roer. Hence patting to Venlo, the 
Country of Cuyck* to Grave, Raveftein, and Bat- 
tenburg 5 between Bommel and Meghen, it fends 
part of its waters by two Channels ( which in- 
clude the Fort of St. Andrew ) into the Waal, re- 
taining neverthelefs both its name and the far 
greater part of its ftream, till it reach Bochoven, 
and ( turning a little about to the Northweft ) 
arrive at the Caftle of Loveftein, at which place 
it mixes with the Waal, and is then called New- 
Maes. Under diat name it paifes by Gorcum. be- 
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yond which Town it is call'd alfo the Mcrzzwe, 
from a Caftle mention 'd before 5 but from Vlaer- 
dingen till it reach the Ocean, it is known bv the 
fingle denomination of the Maes. From die Fort 
of St. Andrew quite to Vlaerdizzgezz, lies no part of 
the old Channel of this River, mention W by Ce- 
far and Tacitus 3 for its ftream ran then from 

Meghen by Bochoven and Hziefden to Gertrudenber^ 

from whence its courfe was to Geerfliet, where- 
about at this day a current coming from Simozzs- 
haven and Biert, takes the name and enters the 
Channel of the Maes. The mouth of this River 
is between Maesland and the Brill, where its 
ftream is fo ftrong and rapid, that it continues 
its courfe and frclhnefs a great wav into the Sea 

r Vl C u h6ld ^ r 'z f E ( cau />. Ger ^ die Sehelde, Seheld. 
Lat. S caldzs and Sealdes ) rifes m Picardy between 

{Artois and Hainault, Clziver. ) Catelet and Beaure- 
voir, not far from the Abby of StMartin, and out 
x>f the fame Hill as the Some and the Sambre. It 
paftes by Cambray and Bouchain to Valenciennes 
( where it begins to carry fmaller VefTels ) thence 
to C onde, and having receiv'd the Hayne, to Mor- 
tazng, and being there augmented by the Scarpe, 
it waters St. Amand, and pa/ling by Tournay and 
Oudenaerd to Gaunt, is encreas'd by the ftreams 
of the Lys, the Lieue, and the Moure. After this 
befides fmaller currents, it receives the Tener 
Vemer, Veile, Nethe, and Sinne, and arrives at the 
noble City of Antwerp, where it makes a Har- 
bour as far exceeding thofe of Holland, as that 
Province does all the reft in traffick and riches 
5ome three Leagues lower it divides it felf into 
two large branches, one of which is call'd the 
Wefter-Scheld, and the Hont, from the noife of 
its flood, which is fancied to refemble the bark- 
ing of Dogs ( that word in Low Vutch fienify- 

Biervliet in 

Wanders and Flujhzng in Zealand, into the Sea 
The other call d Oofter-Scbeld, running more to 

the North and Eaft, towards Berghen op Zoom 

receives the fmall River Zoom, and keeping the* 

• ^L tme c ? urfc of the ScbeU * pa&s with 
its chief ftream between Tolen and Southbeveland 

and thence by the more of thelfland Schouwen 
( call d from this River Scaldia ) with a We and 
violent current into the Sea. The Tide flows up 
this River as far as Gaunt, which is above thirty- 
miles, meafunng the windings and turnings of 
its channel. ° 

Referring, as we have intimated before, to the Lvs 
defcripnon of High Germany for an account of 
the ttms and Mofelle 5 we come now to the IefTer 
layers of thefe Sevcn tcc Provinccs . Such 

in A 7- L >\ c * 1 } d b r Flemings Leye, fprings 

i <r " ea u L £ bur & m thc County of St 



and pafling by Tercuan, Aire, Mergbem, Armentiers, 
Wirmct, Menene and Courtray, at Gaunt it is added 
to the waters of the Scbeld. This Ri ver yei Ids 
many forts of excellent Fifh. 

(. the trade of which Province is not a little advan- 
ed by it ) and at G<«ot* runs into the Seheld. 

i?" A . arc threc Rivers in Aefe Countries 

called by the name of Aa ( tho but one com 
mpnly mention d by Geographers in the£ |c£l 
«1 enumeration of Riy crs ). The firft is Jfy"? 

Z. a *a 4g™, and takes ns rife in Artois, near 7V- 
rcuanj parting afterwards by St. Omers, itdivMes 
it felf into two branches, which arereunited mear 

xKrTt^frT* 1 ™™™^ Pommel. The 
third A* (Alpha) is m Overifel, and is alfo call'd 



w, 1 _ ' ' — •'"f'tf", <uju is aiio can d 
W/, jnot far from whence it is loft in the Vecht 
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by Landrechtei, Barlaimont y Maubeuge, and at Na- 
mur joins with the Mres. 

5. The Nethe fprings in Brabant. It is at firft 
double, diftinguilh'd by the terms of the greater 
and the leffer, which unite at Lire, and palling 
by Vuffel, Walem, and Rumft, not far from this 
laft place joins ftreams with the Vele or Vyle. 

6. The Vele or Vyle has its head in Brabant, 
near the Village Thile. It runs by Louuain, and 
after having receiv'd the Vemer, to Malins 5 a 
League from whence it loofes its name, and quite 
to the Seheld ( that is about two leagues ) is 
call'd Rupel, giving denomination to the Town 
of Rupelmond. 

7. The Vemer arifes from two different Springs 
in the Country of Liege, the firft of which is near 
die Village Alt-Hoeffelt , about a League from 
Tongres $ the other not far from Suetendael. Be- 
ing united into one current below Bilfen, they 
pafs to Haffelt, Vzeft, Szchem, and Arefchot, and a 
little below Botejlaer mix widi the Vele. 

S. The Vefe rifes alfo in the Biftioprick of Liege, 
not far from Peer. It paffes by Eindhoven to ^0/5 /«? 
Vuc, and a League from thence is loft in the Maes. 

p. The Senne, or Sinne, begins its courfe a little 
above Foignies in Hainault, and palling thence 
to Brujfels, and Vilvorden, not far below Mz- 
Zwzs ( which it leaves on the right hand ) enters 
into the Vele. 

10. The Scarpe has its beginning from two 
Springs, in the Province of Artois, whereof the 
firft and principal is near the Villages Valincourt 
and Belle, and the other not far from thence. 
They become one ftream before they reach Ar- 
which afterwards watering Voway, Lalain, 



ras 



and Marchiennes, a little below St.Anzandis fwai- 
low'd up by the Seheld. 

1 1 . The Tendre, or Vendre, arifes in Hainault, 
not far from Conde, and pafling by Aeth, Lejfen, 
Geerdsberge, Nienove, and Aloft, at Vendermond is 
receiv'd into the Channel of the Seheld. 

1 2. The Chier has its beginning in Lorain, near 
Loignon, and entring into the County of Luxen- 

burg , it paftes by Marville, Montmedy , la Ferte, 

and having water'd Tvois, about a League thence 
falls into the Maes. 

1 3. The Roer ( Ruer ) takes its rife in the 
Country of Juliers, not far from the Village Bu- 
linghen ; and palling by Vure and the City of Ju- 
liers, near Ruremond is incorporated with the Maes. 

1 4. The Borkel ( Berkel ) arifes in Weftphalia, 
and running by TJreden to Borkloo and Lochem, 
at Zuphen it mixes with the Iffel. 

1 5. The Niers fprings in the Country of Ju- 
liers, and running by Wachtendunc v£., Gelder^ Goch, 
and Gennep, a little below the laft mentioned place 
joins waters with the Maes. 

16. The Vidre ( by the Flemings call'd Vecht) 
comes out of Weftphalia, and pafling thro the 
Country of Benthem, runs by Hardenberg, Ommen, 

and Haffelt, and at Geelmuyden empties it felf into 

the Zuyder-Zee. 

1 7. The Canche fprings in the County of Ar- 
tois,. and pafling by Hefden to Monftreul, and fo 
to Eftaples, is receiv'd into the Britijh Ocean. 

1 8. The Ling has its beginning at the upper 
end of the Bet aw, near the Village Angeren, and 
not far from Hueffezz, wafhing many rich Towns 
in its paftage, it comes at length to Afperen, Leer- 
dam, and Hoekelem , and thence continuing its 
courfe to Gorcum,mixcs with the Waal and the Maes. 

There are other Rivers of inferior rank, and 
many fmall Rivulets in thefe Countries 5 fiich as 
are the Slink, in Zutphen, which falls into the 
Borkel 3 the Tye and Amftel in North- Holland, up- 
on which ftands the rich City of Amfterdam 5 the 
Rotter, upon which Rotterdazzi $ the Spar, upon 



which Harlem s the Eems, Upon which Anters- 
ford 5 the Alfitz or Elza, upon which Luxenbzzrg 5 
Kuynde*, which waters part of Frizeland, call'd 
Seuenwolden. The Hunefus^ upon which is fitu- 
ate the City of Groningen ; the Geete in Brabant, 
upon which Tienen 5 Merke, upon which Breda 5 
Tpre in Flanders upon which Tpres$ Trouille { 'frul- 
la ) and le Blanc, both in Haiizault, upon the firft 
of which Mons, upon the fecond Chimay 5 0&r/, 
Sozzie, Alve, Lomine, Semoy, in Luxenburg$ Vefde 
or Vefdre (Vefa ), Gz*//>, Bervine, in Linzburg- with 

divers others; to be found upon occafion in the 
Geographical Tables of this Volume: 

Altho moft of thefe Provinces lye either upon Springs 
or not far from the Ocean, yet are there few or * * 
no Springs, except in the Hilly and more inward 
parts of them 3 which (eems to confirm the mo- 
dern opinion concerning Fountains, that their 
.fource is not from the Sea, and bv percolation thro 
the porous Meanders of the Earth 5 but from great 
quantities of water, otherwife, and chiefly by 
Rain, collected in fubterraneous Receptacles 3 
which is farther evine'd by the obfervation of 
a Well in one of the maritime Provinces, not far 
from the Sea, of a very great depth, but with 
little or no water in it. Their lower and hol- 
low grounds are full of Lakes and ftan ding Pools, 
which not only add much to the ftrength of 
places, but fupply the inhabitants with many forts 
of Filh with which they abound. 

As for the Dikes and Channels made by art, Artificial 
thev arc in a manner innumerable, efpecially in Channels. 
Holland, and other parts of the Vnited Nether- 
lands^ the moft famous being thofe of Brujfels, 
Gaunt, and Middleburg. Thefe are fo frequent, 
that almoft to all their Cities and Towns, befides 
many other places of note, paflengers and mer- 
chandice are ordinarily convey 'd by water. 

So great and manifold are the advantages, Sea. 
which moft of diem reap where there is no fbw- 
ing, that is from the Ocean, that it may well 
be term'd the mother, or ( as Guicciardin calls 
it) the father of thefe Countries 5 for if the con- 
venience of Navigation were deny 'd them, it were 
impoflible for this tract, of Land, tho generally 
very fruitful, to nourish half the inhabitants, or 
for them otherwife by the greateft induftry to be 
fupply 'd with neceftaries. This holds good in a 
great meafure with relation to the Spazzijh Pro- 
vinces, of which tho fbme are more in-Iand, vet 
by means of their Rivers, efpecially the Rhine, 
Maes, and Seheld, they participate of the fame 
benefits with the others 3 but as for the Confede- 
rate Netherlands, not only the prefent fubfiftence, 
but the very rife and conftitution of their Re- 
publick, muftbe attributed to the Sea 3 infbmuch, 
that it was, not without reafon , judg'd a great 
overfight in Philip II. after their Revolt, to lye 
pelting at their ftrong Towns, not without an 
infinite expence of Blood and Treafure 5 whereas 
if he had employ 'd the fame force and charges 
to have ruined their Trade, he had crulhed the 
Union in the very birth. But then it muft be con- 
fider'd, that this could not be effected without 
accord with England 3 whereas Spain was then not 
only fb great that (he thought her felf a match 
for all Europe, but the forefaid Philip fo zealous 
an aflertor of the Rozzzan Catholick. Caufe ( which 
zeal of his perhaps prov'd the ruin of the Spanijh 
Greatnefs ) that he could never entertain thoughts 
of alliance with fuch as the Church of Rome had 
declared Hereticks, and fuch as he himfclf in his 
own Dominions endeavour'd utterly to extirpate. 

As Neptune is the greateft friend, fo does he Inundati- 
(bmetimes prove the moft cruel enemy that af - ons. 
flict s thefe Countries 3 for not* to mention the 
many damages which are fuffer'd by fands and 

C lhaliows 



by 



'NETHERLANDS. 



* • • 

fhallows, with which their coafts abound, and 
■which by Tides and Tempefts being (hifted from 
place to place, become uncertain^ and confequent- 
Iv more dangerous : The Hiftories of former ages 
give frequent inftances of the Seas not only break- 
ing their banks, and fweeping away great num- 
bers of men, cattle, and houfes, but ( as chiefly 
in Zealand) taking entirely into its poffeflion ma- 
ny Villages and large Tracts of ground. As for 
later years, divers of them have been made me- 
morable by calamities of the like nature 3 fuch 
was the inundation which happen'd in the year 
1 65 1, which breaking the Harlem and St. Antho- 
nys Dike, did mightily endamage three or four 
of their Provinces 5 and fuch was the irruption of 
the Sea in October in the year 1 £75 ( of which we 
/hall give a more particular account elfewhere ) 
when the water is reported to have rifen higher 
then was ever obferv'd before 5 the lofles, efpe- 
cially which Holland, Vtrecht, and Frizeland fuf- 

fer'd. thereby, being hardly to be born and re- 
pair'd by any other people 5 at leaft whofe in- 
duftry and patience are not equal to theirs. At 
the fame time the City of Oftend was fo violently 
affaulted by the outragious waves, that the out- 
works were almoft wholly ruin'd, and eight or 
nine Dunkirkers violently eaft upon the ftiore, not 
one fingle perfbn efcaping out of them all. 

Guicciardin fuppofes, that the height and vio- 
lence of Tides ( which always contribute to the 
forefaid devastations ) upon the Coafts of thefe 
Countries, proceed from their being ftop'd in 
their courfe from the wide Weftern Ocean, by 
the interpofition of Great Britain 3 and that thence 
it comes to pafs, that the Sea continuing to flow 
forward where it only can, that is at each end of 
the Ifland,fwells into two vaftand violent currents 
of water, one of which coming up thorow St. 
George's Channel, he judges to meet and clafli 
with the other ( whofe courfe is from the North- 
weft ) much about the Coaft of Holland. So 
that when a Spring-tide, ftrong South-weft, but 
efpecially North-weft wind, and a confiderable 
Land-flood happen to concur, divers parts of 

Flanders, Zealand, Holland, Vtrecht, Frizgland, and 

Gro?iingen, muft needs be extremely endangered ♦ 
the oppofition of their ftrongeft banks beingoften- 
times inefficient to fecure them from the incredi- 
ble fury of fuch aftaults 5 which are onlv to be 
refifted in thofe parts of Flanders and Holland 
where their Coafts are fecur 'd by great Hills of 
Sand, plac'd there ( as we may fuppofe ) by pro- 
vident Nature, to put bounds to the Sea, and 
bridle the rage of that devouring Element. It 

wind makes the 

higneft Tides upon the Coaft of Holland and 
Flanders as alio in the Thames and Medway 3 and 
that fuch dreadful inundations have ufualiy hap- 
pen'd the Moon being moreover in Apogceo - di- 
vers inftances whereof are brought in the PhiJo- 
c at Tranfaclrions, n. £4. and particularlv that 
ot Nov. 5. 1530, upon which was made this Di- 
fuch, 



Anno ter deno poft fefquimille , Ncrvembris 
Zurnta, fiat falfis Zeelandia tot a fub undis. 

t^a^A° X ^- Nor *-7«ft ^'nd making the 
higheft Tides, it is concluded to be becaufe that 
wind drives in the Flood in a manner with equal 
force at both ends of Great Britain 3 but we may 
well fuppofe the Current which comes frorn^he 
Northweft to be the moft impetuous of the^wo 
b^aufe the Tide which rolls^ that wa™e-' 
ceiv d out of a wider into a narrower Channel 
(upon which account it muft needs fwell higher) 

whereas the Channel of the other. vhiX^ll 



in between England and France , is on the con^ 
trary much enlarged by that time it reaches the 
Coaft of Holland and Zee land. There is a mo- 
dern Hypothecs (of which the Learned Dr. Wallis 
is the Author ), according to which the Nor- 
thern Tide muft likewife be the ftrongeft of the 
two. This fuppofes the waters of the Sea, be- 
caufe they cannot follow the Earth faft enough 
in its Diurnal motion from Weft to Eaft, to be 
thrown back upon the American ftiore , 'which 
muft be done with much the greateft violence 
under the JEquator, where the Earth s motion 
is quickeft, and confequently the Sea more defi- 
cient in accompanying it in its faid motion 5 where- 
fore, if ( as is alfo fuppofed ) on each fide of the 
Equator the fame waters are return d back again 
in an Eddy to the South-Eaft and North-Eaft 
then this return the nearer it approaches the 
North ( towards which the Earth's diurnal 
motion is ftill flower and flower ) muft be made 
with the greater violence and rapidity. 

As the Sea by waOiing the Coafts of Flanders, Fi (U ina 
Holland, and Weft-Fri^land, and encompafting ^ bm& 
the Iflands of Zealand, affords thefe people the 
great advantages of Navigation, whereby they 
trade into all parts of the world, and make the 
productions of all Countries as familiar to them 
as it they were of their own growth 5 fo the be- 
nefits which accrew to them bv 6(hmg, efpeci- 
ally in the Englijh and Northern Seas, are foarce 
to be rmaginU But becaufe the Vnited Nether- 
lands gather far greater riches from hence then 
theSpaniJh,wc fhall referve a further account here- 
of for the General Defcription of thofe Provinces 

Thefe Countries are repIenifiYd with many Woods and 
noble Woods and Forefts, whereof fome are very Fore/is. 
ancient ( as the great Foreft of Ardenne ) others 
luppofed to have had their beginning after that 
the frequent irruptions of the Northern Nations 
had broken the frame of the Roman Empire. For 
thereupon the inhabitants of thefe Provinces were 
grown fo very thin, that being fecure of nothing 
they poflefs d , they chofe rather to fubflft by 
hunting and violence then labour and induftry. 
By thefe means the grounds came to be neglecT- 
ed,and at length turn d either to Foreft or Marines 
the two neceflary productions of wild and un- 
cultivated Nature. 

1 Ardenne {Ar duenna, F Ardenne} in the days Ardenne. 

pf Cefar was the largeft Foreft in all Gaul for 
beginning near the Rhine, and ftretching it felf 
through the middle of the Country of Treves it 
reached on the one fide as far as the borders 'of 
the Country T oumefis, and on the other as far as 
the Territory of Rheims mCampaigne,being exten- 
ded atleaft 500 miles in length. Some writers fay, 
that it was 5 00 miles in compafs, and according to 
Cluver it was in length ( from Coblentz to the fur- 
theft part of Artois and the Sea-fhore ) two hun- 

u ai £ Tty 5 bein S ™ breadth ( from 

about Mentsi to the Waal) one hundred and 

h f c ^ , Ic . 1S at prcfent the largeft of Gaul Bel- 
gic 5 but m many places interrupted with laree 
cultivated and inhabited Traces of ground - re- 

^*%T S J bk *£ becwcen Theonville ( upon the 
Eaft-borders of Luxenburg ) and the City of Liege, 

Sw^ Ut 30 L t^ UCS 5 and thcrc beingmufh 
Tillage and many Vil ages in that fpacealfo, the 
principal whereof is the Town of St. Hubert, fi- 
tuate much about the midft of it. There are 
rW ,7 J ar§C J*™ 5 ? f ^is Foreft remaining to 

f£ 7 ' ^ pCCIaily ,n thc Country of Wefirafia • 
(that is, Mentz, Triers, Spier, Worms, tec.) the 

Bilhoprickof Liege, the Dutchy of Z^J and 

in fome places on this ( that is, the Weft ) fide 
of the Maes. , J 

2. Mormaut ( Mormautmm, Bois de Mormaulx ) Mormaut 

in 
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in Hainault, begins near Quefnoy , and reaching 
divers leagues towards Vermandois , or Vermand, 
that is to the Southward, it contains fome Towns 
and Villages, and a great number of Hamlets. 
In it is much Charcoal made, for which reafon 
fome fuppofe it to have been at leaft part of that 

- 

Foreft, call'd by the French la Charbon- 
niere, and by others plac'd between the Sambre 
and the Maes. 

?• The pleafant Wood of St. Ama?id ( Sylva 
Vivi Amandi, le Bois de St. Ama?id 5 by fome from 
its neighbourhood to the other, Sylva Raimenfts) 
is likewife in the Province of Hainault. Its begin- 
ning is upon the limits of Flanders Gallica?it, near 
the great Village of the fame name, and itreaches 

as far as Valenciennes. 

4. The Foreft of Faiane ( Sylva Fagniacenfis, la 
Foreft de Faigne ) is partly in Hainault 5 for it be- 
gins near 'Avefnes, and is extended as far as Me- 
ters in Champaigns, above fixteen leagues 5 tho 
formerly much larger. Guicciardin fancies the 
name Fagniacenfis to have been impos'd a Faunis, 
from the old poecical dream of Fauns and Satyrs 
being the firft inhabitants of Woods and Forefts 3 
tho he adds a moral defcant upon it, that it was 
from the ferity of their manners that pofterity 
contriv'd for them fiich brutiih representations. 

5. The Foreft of Soigny ( Sylva Sonienfis h or 
Sogniacenfis, le Bois de Soigny ) about a Musket 
fhot from Brujfels. It is above feven leagues in 
compafs, and includes more then 8000 Acres of 
ground, one hundred of which are cut down 
every year ( fo that in eighty years the whole is 
replanted and renew'd ) which brings in to the - 
King of Spain's Exchequer dtty thoufand Florens 
per ann. It contains in it divers Villages, a Ca- 
ftle which takes its denomination from three foun- 
tains, as alfb feverai Abbies and Monafteries, 
much frequented, efpecially in the Summer, by 
the Nobility as well as ordinary Citizens of Bruf- 
fels, and that not only for pleafure, but likewife 
upon a religious account. 

6. Meerdale (Meerdalia,Meerdeval) near Lou- 
vai?z. Zaventerloo, between Louvain, Brujfels, and 
Vilvorden ( fo call'd from Zaventer, a neighbour- 
ing Village, and Loo or Lo, a higher ground near 
unto Ponds or Marfhes ) Grooienliout, not far from 
Toumhoia, and likewife in Brabant. Each of thefe 
affords ( befides other pleafures and diverfions ) 
good game to Hunters 3 the laft being particu- 
larly memorable for the frequent ufe made of 
it to that purpofe, by Mary Queen of Hungary, 
and Sifter of Charles the Fifth 3 by whom (he had 
the forefaid Town of Tumhout granted her for 
term of life. 

7. Marlaigne ( Marlania ) begins near the Ca- 
ftle of Namur, and reaching almoft to the bank 
of the Maes, is extended a great way towards 
Philipville. 

8. Niepe _ ( Niepa ) near the borders of Artois, 
is the principal Foreft in Flanders, reaching as far 
as the River Lis. And that of Nonnen ( Nonna ) 
coming up clofe to Tpres, fpreads it felf a great 
way to the Northward, comprehending many 
Abbies and Villages in it. 

p. Poods berg, upon the confines of Flanders 
and Hainault, between Grammont and Leffine, a 
large Foreft, and almoft of an orbicular figure. 
This, as alfo the two laft mention'd ( viz. Niepe 
and Nonnen ) were formerly part of the great 
Foreft Ardenne. 

10. Le Bois Guilliaume, or Williams Wood, or 
Bufcum Gulielmi 3 in Artois, near Renty. 

1 1. Echterwald, in the Dutchy of Geldres^ near 
Am/ieim. Its greateft extent is from North to 
South. 

12. Sevemcolden f that is. Seven Woods } in 
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Fnzeland, to one of the three States whereof it 
gives name, upon the borders of Overiffel. It 
confifts of feven exceeding large Forrefts, not far 
diftant from each other 5 every one of them in- 
cluding a great fpace of ground, poftefs'd bv ma- 
ny goodly Villages. 

Here muft we note, that manv of diefe Woods 
and Forefts feem by the defcriptions of them in 
modern Authors, not to be fo large and fpacious 
as in the time of Guicciardin 3 who is much more 
liberal then they, in beftowing the terms of vait 
great, and the like, upon feverai of them. 

The Country in thofe parts which Ive towards 
Germany, efpecjally where it borders upon Cleves 1V1GZZ „ 
and Lorrain, is fomewhat {well'd with Hills 3 ( in tains 
Luxenburg and Namur, and fome places of Hai- 
nault there are a few that may deferve the name 
of mountains ), but towards the Weft and North 
where it joins to the Sea it is plain and level, full 
of flats and Marfhes 5 bv reafon of which low fi- 
tuation, and the ill neighbourhood of a trouble- 
fome and unruly Sea, it hath formerly (as we 
have alreadv related ) loft large Tracts of ground, 
lrrecoveraoly fwallow'd up by the Ocean. In the 
time ot our Henry II. there happen'd fuch an in- 
undation in thefe Countries, that manv thou- 
fands of people were driven into England to beg 
new Seats 5 and were by that King hrft plac'd in 
Torkshire, and thence remov'd to Pembrokeshire. 

Their Air is thick and moift, yet reputed not Air and 
unwholefome in moft places, being accounted Seafons. 
by fome much better then in former Ages, which 
muft be imputed chiehV to the greater number 
of inhabitants 5 and their waters not being fuf- 
fer d to ftagnate fo long as heretofore. For it 
is that which mends dieir Earth that fpoils their 
Air, i. e. the overflowing of their Lands, efpeci- 
ally in the Vnited Netherlands, Fla?iders, and Bra- 
bant, which would be all fog and milt, if it were 
not clear d by the fharpnefs of their Frofts, which 
never fail with every Eaft- wind for about four 
months in the year, and are much fiercer then 
in the fame Latitude with us 5 becaufe the wind 
comes to them over a mighty length of drv Con- 
tinent, but is moiften'd by the vapours, or foft- 
ned bv the warmth of the Seas morion K^fr.^ ir 



reaches us. 

But befides the overflowing of die Country, 
the Climate it felf does naturally abound in moi- 
fture and rain 5 and the Spring, Summer, and 
Autumn are ufualiy fo confounded together, 
that one feafon can hardly be difcern'd from 
another. Bentivoglio indeed fays, that their Win- 
ter is not excdliye cold, but rather long then 
iharp, tranfgrefting more in moiilure then in 
hard weather 5 yet in our age their Frofts areof^ 
ten times fo hard that their Forts are fliut up with 
Ice ( which feems to require an extraordinary de- 
gree of cold, confidering the violence of their 
Rivers, and the working of their Sea ) upon which 
account divers of the State's Ships, diat came 
from Sicily, in the year i6j6, were fore'd to 
crofs over, and winter in the Ports of England 5 
and it was generally believ'd, that the greac Froft 
w-hich happen'd in the year 1^07, was the prin- 
cipal reafon that made the Confederates hearken 
to a Truce ( which neverthelefs was not corn- 
pleated all two years after) the ftrength and 
defence of their fituation being at fuch times in 
a manner taken away. So hard was the Froft 
in Holland in December 16 y 2, that it had almoft 
occafion'd the lofs of that Province, and confe- 
quently of thole others that remain'd unfii bdu'd. 
For the French gathering from Vtrecht, Naerden, 
and other places, twelve or thirteen thoufand 
men, endeavour d upon the Ice to break into 
Holland, having a particular defign upon Ley den 5 
C 2 and 
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and altho by the oppofition of Garrifons and In 
habitants there was fome flop put to their pro- 
grefs, yet do they acknowledge themfelves, that 
it was a fudden and very quick thaw to which 
they chiefly were indebted for their fafety, and 
the repulfe of the enemy- And indeed the changes 
of their weather are very fudden and furprizing, 
a warm faint air turning in a night to a fharp 
froft, the wind coming into the North-Eaft, and 
the contrary with another change of wind, fo 
that oftentimes the violence of Summer and 
Winter feafons fucceed one another, like the 
cold and hot fits of an Ague, without any good 
temper between. Such violent alterations one 
would think fhould not furrer a Climate to be 
very healthful 5 yet fbme impute it to intempe- 
rance and want of exercife, that in divers of thefe 
Provinces men are not longer liv'd $ bringing for 
example on the other fide, the inhabitants of 
Kempen in Brabant, who by reafon of the barren- 
nefs of their land, being unacquainted with luxu- 
ry, and inur'd to continual labour, generally live 
to a good old age. 

'Tis moft certain, that Epidemical and infecti- 
ous difeafes are very frequent in fbme of thefe 
Provinces, particularly Holland, and efpecially 
about Ley den, where fince the (hutting up of the 
old mouth of the Rhi?ie, the waters are fbrc'd 
to ftagnate longer then formerly 5 fb that this 
place hardly efcapes three Summers together. In 
1635, and 1636, the Plague did fo rage here, 
that the Church-yards not fufhcing, the Bulwarks 
were made ufe of to bury the dead. In the year 
1 66 ? 9 there was a dreadful mortality in Leyden, 
which fwept away great numbers of people 5 the 
rich and delicate being fooner attaqu'd and de- 
ftroy'd then thofe of the poorer and hardier fort, 
tho the later fell in greater numbers" then the 
former about the end of the ficknefs. An account 
hereof is written by the learned Sylvius, who im- 
putes it chiefly to the exceffive heats, long con- 
tinued calms, want of rain, and the vapours of 
ftanding and muddy waters abounding in that 
place 5 together with certain faline and noxious 
exhalations from the Earth. 

Thunder and Lightning are very rare in thefe 
tLartb- Countries, andfo likewife are Earthquakes 5 which 
quakgs. rarenefs of them, together with their fury and 

violence ( fuch as were thofe of the Tempeft in 
03ob. 1675 ) whenever they do happen, make 
them the more dreadful to the inhabitants. In 
the month of April 1 640, a terrible Earthquake 
fhook all the Belgic Provinces, and a great part 
of the Upper Germany h which becaufe ( as John 
Clzcver obferves ) fuch diftempers of Nature 
are exceeding unufual there , ftruck the greater 
terror into the minds of men. 

The nature and quality of their foil, is gene- 
rally good ( tho fome Countries far furpafs o- 
thers, as will appear hereafter upon a particular 
furyey of every Province ) being rich and fertil, 
and in many places fo little flony, that the ex- 
preflion of Campanella , was not altogether fo 
great a rant as one would at firft hearing ima- 
gine, viz; that the quantity of Hones in the Ne- 
therlands would not equal that of Gold and Sil- 
ver, fpent unfuccefsfully by the Spaniard towards 
their recovery. In many places there is much 
Sand, yet is the Land not unfruitful. In moft 
parts are produe'd great quantities of Wheat and 
other grain, as Rye, Spelt-corn, Barly, Oats, Peafe, 
Beans, Veches, Fafole, and a kind of Peafe calTd 
Chiche- peafe, of a triangular figure, nam'd in 
Low Dutch Boeckzweyt , that is Beach-wheat or 
Beach-corn, which is good provender. Yet fo 
great is the number of inhabitants, efpecially in 
the Province of Holland, chat they are compelled 
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to import vaft quantities of Corn from abroad 

Thefe Provinces abound with Pear, Apple, 
Plumb, Cherry, and Mulberry- trees 3 producing 
alfo Peaches, Apricots, Quinces, Walnuts, Hazle- 
nuts, Medlars, and in fome places Chefhuts 5 but 
Figs, Almonds, Lemmons, Citrons, Pomegranats, 
and other fruit which require a greater degree 
of heat, thrive not fo well in thefe Countries* 
which are abundantly furnifh'd with them from 
Spain. There are Vines in many Cities and Vil- 
lages, but not in the Fields, except about Lou- 
vain and Namur, and in the Dutchy of Luxen-^ 
burg, where the Vine-yards are well drefs'd and 
order'd 5 yet is their Wine fharp and unpleafant, 
the heat of their Summers being inefficient for 
bringing the Grape to full maturity. Here like- 
wife grow Hemp, Flax, Melons ( which are but 
indifferent, tho their proper feafons prove never 
fo good ) Cucumers, Madder (efpecially in Zea- 
land and Holland ) and Woad 5 the firft of which 
two Iaft is of fingular ufe for dying reddifh co- 
lours, tho mixt with the other it makes a black. 
They have moreover Gourds, Artichokes, Afpa- 
ragus, and other Garden Herbs 5 Rofes, and all 
forts of Flowers, of which the people under each 
Juri f dic~tion are wonderfully curious 3 and we arc 
credibly inform'd, that the principal reafon why 
the City of Vtrecht fo haftily fubmitted to the 
French Arms in 167 2, was the great averfion which 
the inhabitants had to the fpoiling of their fine 
Gardens in fortifying the place. The Phyfick 
Garden at Leyden is excellently furnifh'd with all 
forts of Simples , which were procur'd at the 
charge of the States, and by the care and labour 
of Theodorus Clufius of Harlem, and that famous 
Botanift Carolus Clufius of Arras. Some of thefe 
Countries are ftor d alfo with great tall Oaks ( the 
wood of which is much prized in other parts of 
Europe, under the name of Flanders Oak ) Afhes, 
Plane-trees, Poplars, Linden, or Teil-trees, a fort of 
which they have both in Leaf and Trunk like 
to Elms, as alfo a particular kind of white Pop- 
lar, calTd by them Abeelen ( as Abeel-trees in 
England ), and growing very plentifully in Bra- 
bant. They have likewife Yews, Willows, and 
other forts of Trees, which neverthelefs ferve 
more for fuel then building, for which purpofe 
they bring moft of their Timber out of Norway 
and Weftphalia. Aromatical Plants thefe Provinces 
produce not, nor are their ordinary Medicinal 
Simples equal in ftrength and vertue to thofe of 
Italy and Greece 5 but as for Pot-herbs and Sal- 
lets, no Country is better furnifh'd with them - 
divers forts of Roots, and efpecially thofe that 
are bulbous, being fairer, and it may be better 
than in Italy. Laurels are but very rarely found 
amongft them 5 and the fame is to be faid of 
Pines and Firtrees, unlefs we may except the fore- 
mention'd fort of Abeelen, which by Guicciardin 
is fuppofed to be a kind of Poplar. 

Here are no venemous Creatures, efpecially 
in the colder Countries, which breed neither Vi- 
pers nor Afps, nor other Serpents familiar to Italy - 
Lizards, Efts, and Scorpions being likewife nevec 
feen unlefs it happen at the end of an exceed- 
ing hot and dry Summer 5 yet feem they then 
but a fort of imperfect productions , wanting 
Tr C n^f an< ? vcnom natural to their kinds. In 

Holland and Zealand, and other places where 
Turts are dug, as alfo in the greater Woods, there 
is a Serpent not unlike a Viper, which they call 
Adderen, as we in England Adders (efteem'd br 
many for medicinal ufes, nothing inferior to the 
true Viper) whofe venom is very pernicious and 
ot great malignity. There are Toads alfo and 
water-Snakes ( not void of poifon, as Gzdcciar- 
dm reports ) in thefe Countries 5 moft of which, 

except 
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except Zealand, are not much infefted with Gnats 
and flinging flies. 

Their Forefts abound with, red and fallow 
Deer, wild-Goats and Boars 3 Hares, Rabbets, tec. 
the flcfii of them all, as ^Guicciardin fayes, 
being fwect and delicate , but inferior to 
the Italian, efpecially that of Hares. Nor 
arc there wanting Wolves, Foxes and Martens : 
for the deftrucftion of which, and fuch like Beafts 
of prey, the people are well furnifhed with Dogs 
of divers kinds , but for the beft and largeft of 
them they are beholden to England. Here are 
alfo Wecfels, Sables and Ermins, Otters, great 
ftore of beafts call'd Fitchews known and valu'd 
over all Europe for their fine skins 5 divers forts of 
Fowle, as Patridges, Woodcocks, Faifants, Tur tie- 
Doves., Quails, and Sea-Gulls, Larks, Pigeons, 
Peacocks, Swans, Herons, Storks, Gecfe, Ducks, 
ordinary Hens and Cocks, and Turky-cocks and 
Hens. All forts of water fowle. Eagles, Gofle- 
Haukes, and all kinds ofFaulcons, Sparhaukes, 
and Merlins 5 the manning of which Birds, and 
bringing them to the Lure, and confequently 
the whole Art of Faulcdnry, was ( as Guicciar- 
din (hews at large) the invention of the Ne- 
therlander*. 

Their delicate Meadows and pafture Grounds 
have caus'd the Inhabitants to keep an infinite 
number of Cows and Oxen, which are exceeding 
large m Frizfiland and Holland-, for they are repor- 
ted ordinarily to weigh i^oo pounds,at 1 6 ounces 
to the pound, and fome above 2500. In the year 
1 £30, there was ftiowne about for mony in Holland 
an Oxe bred in Brabant, that weigh'd 3000 
pounds. Yet do thefe Countries afford no great 
number of Beeves, ( their Cartel being bred 
up rather for the Dayry then the lhambles) 
tho their flefti be very good, but inferior to 
that of England from whence good quantities 
are conftantly imported. Since the importa- 
tion of Irijh Cattle into England was prohibi- 
ted, a profitable trade in Beet began to be driven 

between Ireland and the Low Countries 5 which 
tho rifen to a confiderable height, was quite 
damped by the war that broke out between us 
and the Dutch in 1 672. Their Mutton is good 5 
and their Veal , Lamb, and Kids flelh is none of 
the \vorft,tho {zsGuicciard. affirms) it comes Ihort 
of that which is met with in moft parts of Italy. 
Their Catde are very fruitful, fb that in Holland, 
Frizeland, and fome parts of Flanders, it is no rare 
tiling for their Sheep to yean three or four Lambs, 
and their Cows very frequently bring two Calves 
at a time, and give ufually eight or ten meafures 
of milk in a day 3 and this enables them to make 
great quantities of Butter and Cheefe, both of 
which they have in fuch plenty, that, altho 
their fpending at home be not fmall, they tran- 
fport a great deal of both into other Countries. 
In thefe Provinces,but efpecially in Holland, Frize- 
land, Geldre, and Flanders, is bred a fort of Horfes 
of an extraordinary fizc, exceeding ft rong, but 
withal heavy and dull, and (except in fome 
parts of Flanders ) not very manageable for war- 
fervice 5 as likewife much fhorter liv'd then thofe 
of Italy. Their Wool is but coarfe, and no 
way comparable either to the Englijh or Spanijh^ 
which may be imputed not only to the thicknefs 
of their Air, and the moifture 6c ranknefs of their 
Grafs, but perhaps alfo to the eoldnefs of their 
Climate. For befides the want of heat to digeft 
and fubtilize the grofler parts of fuch excremen- 
titious humors, cold it felfe is experiene'd to 
make hair, and what ever is analogous to it, as 
well in Vegetables as Animals , to fhoot out in a 
ftiffer and more briftly fubftance 5 which whether 
to be imputed to the conftridtion of the Pores (as 

Netherlands. 



is fuppos d to happen upon the recefs of Spirits 
when the hair of men affrighted ftands on end ; 
and from the aufterenefs of the Sap which pro- 
duces the hard and piky Shoots of Thorns and 
other Trees of notorious aftringency ) or to fom 
other way of operation, we fhall not in this place 
dif pute. However, this is certain, that the wool 
of our Cotswold Sheep was much improov'd by 
their being tranfported into the warm Country 
of Valentia in Spain 5 which was done at the re- 
qucft of John, King of Arragon, about the \ ear 
1 4^5 5 by the imprudent Courtefie of our King 
Edward the fourth. 

The Sea affords them divers forts of Fiih . 
in great abundance , furnifhing their Rivers 
with Sturgeons, Salmons, Salmon-trouts, great 
Lampreys, Congers, Turbots, Shads, Mul- 
lets, Soles, tec. Their Rivers alfo produce 
great numbers of Tenches, large Carps, Eeles, 
Pikes Barbels , Gugcons, Crevices or Cray-fTfh 
tec. but thofe of far greater profit , and which 
they have from the Sea, are Herrings (one 
main fupport of the confederate Provinces) 
Cods and Salmons 5 which being cur'd and 
lalted, are diftributed thro all parts of Europe 
and fome of Afia, to the wonderful c^nclmg 
ot this induftrious People, and great reproach of 
the Englijh, Irijh, and Scotch, out of whofe Seas 
the far greateft part of the forefaid Treufure is 
yearly gathcr'd 

. There are divers excellent Mines and Quarries 
in fome of thefe Provinces 5 particular! 
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good mines of Lead and Iron in Hainau 
and Luxenburgi the firft and laft whereof are alfo 
furnilh'd with the beft Stone for building, as the 
other with Marbles of all Colours 5 Porphyry, 
Jafpar, and Coal. Luxenburg is likewife enriched 
with Mines of Iron, and with one of Lapis Ca- 
laminans, or the Cadmia of the Ancients 5 which 
has been wrought about 300 years, and is eight- 
een or nineteen fathoms deep, lying all open like 
a Chalk mine and of an oval figure 3 for a fuller 
defcnption whereof; as alfo the way of calcining 
their Cadmy, fee the travels of the ingenious 

Dr. Browne. 

There is a Quarry within a Cannon foot of ~ 
Maeftricht, of fo rare and unparallePd a nature, X 
'that it feems to merit a more particular account.' 
It lyes in a Hill upon the brink of the Maes, 
where there arc about Eve and twenty fathoms 
of Rock and Earth over head 5 the'length of 
the hill being of fome Miles, and extending a- 
long the River towards Liege, fituate on the 
fame River 5 having in breadth about half or 
three quarters of a mile , and in fome places 
more. It hath an entry towards the River where 

pafs with great cafe, and unload 
upon the bancks: to which the 
Quarry within lyeth parallel or level, which is 
a great advantage for their tranfportation. The 
whole Hill being well nigh undermined af- 
fords ( when well lighted with many Torches ) 
one of the moft furprizing Profpccts that can 
be imagined. For there are thoufands of fquarc 
Pillars in large level Walks, and thofe almoit 
every where above twenty, and in fome places 
many more foot high, and all wrought with 
fo much neatcnefs and regularity, that one 
would think it had rather been contrive! by 
curious Architects for an underground Palace, 
then made bv ignorant Quarriers to fuftain 
the Earth whilft they recover'd the Stone. 
This Quarry ferveth the people that live 
thereabouts for a kind of impregnable retreat, 
when armies march that way. For being ac- 
quainted with ali the waves in it, they carry in- 
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to it what ever they would have fafe,as well their 
Horfcs -and Cattle, as their moveable furniture 
till the danger be over: there being fo vaft a 
deal of room that forty thoufand people may 
(belter themfelves in it. And thofe that fhould 
attempt to feek them out in this vaft wildernefs of 
walks and Pillars, without an expert Guide, would 
not only be in hazard of looting their way, but 
of being knock'd on the head at the corner of e- 
very path : where people lurking with their Car- 
bines and Fowling^ pieces, would have fair op- 
portunity of (hooting at them by the light of 
their owne torches. See more in the Philof. 

Tranfact. numb. 67. 

The famous waters of the Spam, and Ak§n 
(this laft is upon the Edge of Limburg , but in 
Juliers 3 called in Latin Aquijgranum, and in French 
Aix la Chappelle, to diftinguiQi it from Aix in Pro- 
vince 3 made more famous by the treaty of peace 
concluded there an. 1 66% ) lye fomwhat without 
the precincts of this Volume. Yet the fir ft of 
them being not above two miles from Limburg, 
tho within the jurifdiction of Liege, may with 
us, as well as with Janfon and others, have a place 
in the defcription of that , particular Province: 
and as for the other, there is a very good account 
given of its Springs in the Travels of the inquifi- 
tive Mr, Ray. 

Concerning the ancient Inhabitants of Gallia 
Belgica (wherein was comprehended the great- 
eft part of our feventeen Provinces ) C<xfar writes 
thus 3 That they were the moft valiant of all the 
•Gauls, as not having been civilized after the manner 
of the Roman Province, and but feldom permitting 
Merchants to have accefs into their Countries, and 
by that means to import fuch things as ferve to ef- 
feminate the minds of men. By reafon alfo of their 
neighbourhood they were at continual War with the 
Germans, who dwell beyond the Rhine is'c. The 
moft couragious were thofe who were properly 
call'd the Belg<z ( according to Buno upon Cluver.) 
viz. the Inhabitants of the Country of Beauvoifin\ 
and next to them thofe of Soiffbns- y the Nervii, who 
poffes'd the Territory of Tournay, as Gotofredus, 
but more then the Province of Hainault and Cam- 
brefis, as Cluver will have it, were fo extraor- 
dinary rude and lavage, that to the very time of 
Caefar, (and it is probable long after) they would, 
not admit of any commerce 3 not fuff ering either 
Wine, or any other fort of Merchandize, to be 
brought into their Country. As for the Batavi 
who were fea ted in the Iflands made by the Rhine 
and Ocean, and fome parts of Gallia Belgica bor- 
dering upon the Rhine, they were not inferior 
to any of the other in matters of war, being of 
great ufe to the Romans in fubduing other Na- 
tions, upon which account they were exemted 
from paying taxes, and as Tacit?is fays, in ufus 

pr<zliorum fepofiti, <& veluti tela at que amza bellis re- 

fervati. In (hort not only the genius of this whole 
people has in all Ages been very martial, but if 
we compare the Records of ancient and later 
times together, their Country will be found 
from the beginning one of the principal Stages 
in the world, of war and Bloodfhed. 

As for their nature and difpofition 3 they were 
accounted of a plain downe-right fincerity, but 
if provok'd fierce and untraceable 3 eager in pur- 
fuit of honour, and very tenacious of their li- 
berty. Affected in their habit, which they lov'd 
to have made trim and adorned after their 
owne phantaftical manner. Infolent upon vi- 
ctory, and on the odiertide, utterly dejected 
when overcome. 

They liv'd for the moft part upon milk, and 
all forts of flefh , but efpecially that of Swine, 
both fre(h and fait 5 and generally took their re- 



paft upon beds fpread along upon the ground 
They wore above their Breeches and Hofe 
( which were made together in one piece, clofe to 
the Body,much like the Highland Scotch,an& Irifh 
Troufes at this day ) a long fleev'd Jacket, which 
reach'd downe to their Buttocks : fome of them 
wearing coloured Cloaths, and others fiich as 
were ftreak'd with threads of Gold 3 as likewife 
Gold Chains and Bracelets. 

They were arm'd with a very long Sword by 
their fides , a large Shield and a Lance proporti- 
onable 3 tho fome of them us'd Bows and Ar- 
rows, and others Slings and Darts. 

If any one made a difturbance in their Afiem- 
blies, or interrupted another that was fpeaking, 
and being admoniftYd would not defift, the pu- 
blick Executioner prefently cut off fo large a 
piece of his Jacket , that the reft was render'd 
ufelefs. 

Their chief Idol, as fome have collected from 
ancient Infcriptions, was the tutelary Goddefs of 
the great Foreft Ardenna 3 from whence (he alfo 
derived her name. 

The modern Inhabitants of thefe Countries 
are for the moft part handfom enough, ftrong 
fet, and well proportioned , the men as well as 
women being efpecially remarkable for well 
fhap'd Legs. They are generally tall, many of 
them furpatiing their Neighbours in Stature, as 
is particularly obferv'd in Holland, and yet more 
in Frizeland. It may be concluded from good 
authority that in former Ages they were much 
bigger, which C*far attributes chiefly to their per- 
petual exercife, (and we may fuppofe proportio- 
nable feeding ) the liberty of their lives, void of 
all care and perplexity from their Infancy 3 being 
accuftom'd to no manner of reftraint, nor to do 
any thing againft their wills. In the year 12^7 
or i2p& viz< in the time of John the hrft, Earle 
of Holland, there was in that province one Nicho- 
las, a man of that prodigious bignefs, that even 
his owne Country men were but Dwarfs to him 3 
his (hoo being fo wide that four men together 
could (et their feet in it. 

They are commonly of a lively and florid Com- 
plexion, but tho their women be generally fair, 
yet do they come far ftiort of the Englifh : and 
moreover by their drinking too much, their faces 
become bloated and pimpfd, fo that after the Age 
of five and twenty few of them are very agreeable. 
Gotofredus fays their women grow naturally 
wrinkTd and ugly about thirty 3 that they are 
generally honeft, tho fuffer'd to converfe freely 
with men, with whom they will alfo take off 
their Cups very briskly 3 that neverthelefs they 
are not only extraordinary careful about their 
houfehold affairs, but oftentimes manage bufi- 
nefs of trade, with which their Husbands (giving 
themfelves over to their pleafure) make no 
fcruple to entruft them 3 whence it happens that 
getting into their hands the greateft concerns of 
the family, they intrench upon the prerogative 
of the Man, and at length become exceeding im- 
perious, or rather altogether intolerable. 

D' Avity and others fay that they are of a free 
unconcern d humor, great talkers, and lovers of 
novelty 3 and ( tho better Husbands as to the 
main chance then moft of their neighbours) 
much addicted to feafting and carowzing, at 
which times they are too apt to quarrel, tho the 
effects thereof are ufually no worfe then what is 
occation'd thereby to make up the butinefs, that 
is another merry meeting. Thcfe they very much 
afreet, and generally chuf e to have upon a name- 
fake holyday, or during Shrovetide 3 and they 
will ordinarily ride five and twenty or thirty 
miles to the feafts of dedication of Churches, 

( which 
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( which may be fuppos'd much the fame with 
our Wakes in England) - or to the marriage of a 
Relation or Acquaintance 3 or indeed upon any 
other inducement to any place, where there is a 
dofe of good Liquor to be had, for they are of 
true German breed, and generally of the jolly 
Monks opinion, who delivers the reafons for 
drinking in thefe words 5 

Si bene quid memini, caufdt funt quinque bibendi 3 
Hofpitis adventus, praefens fitis, at que futura$ 
Et vini bonitas : isr qu<zlibet altera caufa. 

If we believe Barclay , the feparation of thefe 
Countries under two diftinct jurifdictions has 
made no alteration in the Genius and Manners 
of the people 3 and no queftion but in many 
things there is ftill found a very near agreement 
between them, particularly ( as he inftanccs ) in 
their excefTive drinking, tho I (hall hardly affirm 
with him that the weaning of their Children with 
a fucking bottle of Beer is the grand caufe thereof 
But it is certain that in many other refpects there 
has infenfibly of late years been introdue'd a con- 
fiderable difference between the very humors 
and difpotitions of the people within die pre- 
cincts of one and the other Dominion 3 tho the 
character of both in former ages ufed to be in 
a manner the very fame. For the Subjects of 
Spain, efpecially perfons of better rank, and fuch 
as follow the Court, have by long communica- 
tion with the Spaniards, been alter'd much to- 
wards their temper (which how far it is diffe- 
rent from that which was natural to this people 
may be feen in Grotius his firft book of Annals ) 
particularly, the Neapolitans themfelves are not 
grown more ambitious of titles of honour then 
they 3 things which are ftill look'd upon by the 
trading part of this people as fmoak and vani- 
ty. There is moreover a great difference be- 
tween them in point of obedience to Government. 
As for the Commonalty of the united Provinces, 
all the world knowes how impatient they are 
of fubjection 3 whereas, if we believe a perfon 
of the greateft integrity, the Spanifh Netherlan- 
der are the beft Subjects in the world, tho they 
may have fome reafon, as he fays, to be weary of 
being the Theater of almoft perpetual wars, and 
where the two mighty Crowns of France and 
Spain have fought fo many Battels, and fcem to 
have ftill fo many more to fight, if the neigh- 
bour aftiftances fall in to balance their powers, 
now very unequally match'd. Thefe are alfo 
naturally averfe from the French government, as 
they are inclind to the Spanifh 3 but have fo 
little kindnefs for the Hollanders, or efteem of 
their land forces, diat ( when ever a war hap- 
pens) they hardly either hope or care to be 
fav'd by their afliftance. The Walloon Countries 
approach the French as well in nature, as language 
and fituation 3 but as for the Inhabitants of the 
united Netherlands, as in fome points they retain 
more of the ancient Belg<£, fo the great concourfe 
of forreiners both upon the account of trade 
and war has render'd them more affable as well 
as circumfpect3 the neceftity of their affairs in 
many difficult junctures ( the great improver of 
the very genius of a nation being war and hard- 
(hip) having wonderfully refin'd the wit,and rais'd 
the thoughts, of their very mechanicks to matters 
of greateft confequence. But of thefe more largely 
in the general defcription of the confederate Pro- 
vinces. 

The character which Buno upon Cluver, and 
Brief, give of the Belgians in general is, that they 
are honeft and well-meaning themfelves, and 
therefore refent to the uttermoft any trick put 
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upon them. That they are great lovers of hofpi- 
tality, and of cleanlinefs in all manner of things, 
in which refpect they may be faid not to be e- 
quall'd by any other Nation. That they are ve- 
ry greedy of mony, and therefore very indu- 
ftrious in all kinds of trafh*ck5 idlenefs being moft 
odious amongft them 5 upon which account they 
compel, fuch as are able, to work for their living. 
That they are very zealous and devout, but can- 
not endure force and compulfion in matters of 
Religion 3 and that they are apt to yield any 
thing to their Prince upon entreaty, but deny eve- 
rything that feems to be demanded. If we be- 
lieve Strada, they are not much taken with Gifts 
or kind Offices, the fenfe of which they retain but 
a fhort while 3 ufing them as men do nofegayes, 
which are fo long valu'd as they continue firefh. 
As forgetful are they of Injuries, which make 
but faint and vanifhing impreftions upon their me- 
mories, unlefs they apprehend themfelves defpis'd, 
and look'd upon as foft and contemptible, and 
fit to be abus'd : for in fuch cafes they become 
implacable. They are fhrewd gueffers at their 
own ftrength and abilities, and fcldome or never 
undertake any thing, which they prove not able 
to accomplifhs no people in the world manag- 
ing trade with greater fuccefs or to better ad- 
vantage both by Sea and Land, (this was former- 
ly true concerning them all, but holds good now 
only as to the united Provinces. ) In this they 
are particularly happy, that they bear the great- 
eft loffes with fo much patience and evennefs 
of temper, that a man would judge they were 
no manner of way concem'd in the misfortune 3 
being hardly ever thoroughly warm'd, but in de- 
fence of their liberty, for which they are incredi- 
bly zealous, and which they love to have exten- 
ded to the very borders of licentioufnefs: (this will 
hold good of them in general only before their 
revolt from Spaing the Spanifh Nether la?iders being 
fince, as is before related, very good Subjects. ) 
Tho neceftity and cuftome has put the maritime 
places moft upon trade, yet do they retain much 
of their ancient warlike fpirit 5 but are better 
Soldiers generally at Sea then Land, their Ca- 
valry being likewife exceeded by that of their 
neighbour Nations. Sir William Temple obferves 
that thofe of Hainault among the Spanifh, and 
of Gelderland among the united Provinces , are 
efteem'd better Soldiers then the reft : the Burgers 
of Valenciennes, among the Towns of Flanders , 
and of Nimeghen among thofe of the lower Geldre, 
being obferv'd to be particularly brave, it is 
the obfervation of Grotius, that as the people 
are feated between France and Germany, fo do 
they partake of the Vertues and Vices °^ both 
Nations 3 and the French have a frying ( as Mar- 
chantius reports ) that pour faire bon temperament, 
faut mejler le vif Argent de France avec le plomb 
d' Almagne. 

Many of the moft curious and ufeful Arts do ^ rts an ^ 
acknow'ledg the Netherlander s for their Inventors j^^^. 
or at leaft Improvers 5 tho it mult be confefs'd 0 ^ 
that their indefatigabele induftry exceeds the a- 
cutenefs of their apprehenfions. The making 
of Cloath we learnt of the Flemmings, and are 
alfo obligd' to them for Arras-hangings, Vomick. 
or Tournay Clocks, Watches, and the perfection 
of the mariners Compafs 5 the invention of which 
is allow'd them by fome, tho deni'd by others : 
and indeed little of certainty is to be found in 
Authors concerning the original of that moft 
ufeful Inftrument. They reftor d Mufick ( for 
which they have a particular genius) and found 
out divers mufical Inftruments. To them alfo 
belongs the invention of Chariots, the laving on 
of Colours with Oyl, the making of Pictures in 
D 2 GMs, 
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Glafs, and the working of Worfteds, Saves, and 
Tapeftries<5 the making of which and other Stuffs 
they firft taught the Englijh, when they were in 
great numbers driven out of their own Country 
by the feveritv, or rather cruelty, of the Duke 
of Alva. To thefe we may adde the inven tion of 
perfpective Giaftes at Alcmaer : the moil famous 
invention of Printing* tho pretended to by 
i&entz^ in Germany 5 the teaching of fetting Dogs, 
and the noble game confequential to it 3 the 
pickling and curing of Herrings: the laft of 
which muft be acknowledged far more bene- 
ficial , tho not to mankind in general , yet to 
lbme part of themfelves, then any, nay it may 
be then all the reft. This is certain that the con- 
fideration of it feem'd fo great to Charles the fift, 
diathe is reported to have fometimes vifited the 
tomb of Bueckeld ( the Inventor of that Art, and 
bury'd above 200. years before) in folem re- 
cognition of his merit. The making of coun- 
terfeit Opal at Harlem, and rare Engins for grind- 
ing of GlafTes, as alfo the retriving that hun- 
dred-year-loft Art of making red Glafs, may like- 
wile deferve to be taken notice of Of Prince 
Maw-ice's fayling Chariot ( which would pafs u- 
pon the fhoar between Scheveling and Pettemjhzt 
is fouretecti Holland miles, in two hours, carrying 
twenty eight perfons in it) we may fay more 
hereafter. There are indeed a thoufand ingenious 
contrivances of thefe Netherla?tders, which deferve 
a more particular account 5 but wc lhall in this 
place mention but one, which feems both ufe- 
fill and modern 5 having been try 'd and approv'd 
of at the Hague an.i £75. It was a kind of a Chariot 
or Waggon, that cary'd two pieces of Cannon 
and a little Mill$ which by the fole progrefllve 
motion of the Machin would grind in eight or 
nine hours as much corn as a thoufand men could 
confume in a day, and ( what was mod ftrange ) 
this whole fabrick with all its appurtenances was 
drawn by one fingle horfe. In fine, providence 
feems inclin'd to gratify this induftrious people 
with what ever is rare or curious, their very di- 
ftempers fomtimes contributing not a little to phi- 
lofophical inftruclfion : an inftance whereof we 
have from the honorable and ingenious Mr. Boyl 
in his book of Colours, where he relates, that not 
many years fince there dwelt near Maeftricht one 
John Vermanfen, who having by the fmall pox, 
when two years old, his fight abfblutely taken 
from him (the proof of which, as he informs us, 
was moft carefully made) had afterwards fuch 
a wonderfully exquifite touch, efpecially be- 
tween his thumb and forefinger, that he could 
thereby diftinguifli Colours. 

It is very ufual in thefe, as in mofl other trans- 
alpine Countries, with all perfons of what de- 
gree or quality foever, to give the parent of the 
fex s name to the eldeft child, and among their 
Daughters to put much a higher value upon the 
eldeft then any of the rcftj for whom they 
therefore take all polfible care to provide the 
beft and richeft husband, tho it may be (he hap- 
pens to have no better portion then any of the 
other. They are more inclinable then their neigh- 
bour Nations to match with Forreigners 5 but 
there is nothing accounted more abfurd and ri- 
diculous amongft them, then for a young perfon 
to marry an old one, or a perfon of quality one 
of an inferior Rank. 

Their food is not very delicate, for thev arc 
generally well contented with Rye-bread, faked 
and fmoak'd meats, of which they make great 
provifionj fait fi(h, butter and cheefe, which they 
have ufually fervid in at the very beginning of 
their Meals. 'Tis certain the ordinary Diet e- 

yca of the better fort is more heartkfs then that 



of the very peafantry of England $ who being not 
fb much opprefs'd with taxes , and living in a 
mod plentiful Kingdome, eat more flefli and fare 
better then many of a higher degree in other Na- 
tions. To this fome chiefly impute it, that the 
Yeomanry and Commonalty of England are 
braver and more couragious then thofe of other 
Countries 5 and therefore may be layd (in di£ 
pite of the proverb fo current amongft Forrei- 
ners ) not fo truly to dig their own Graves with 
their Teeth, as thofe of their Neighbours. But 
to return to our Netherlander s 5 Beer is their or- 
dinary liquor : but the richer fort are fuch lovers 
of wine that they hardly make a meal without itj 
ufing it too frequently in a greater quantity then 
is fitting or requifite- In this they exceed all o- 
ther Nations that they are wonderful courteous 
and ceremonious in taking their drink, not a 
glafs paffing from one to another without a 
thoufand expreflions of kindnefs 5 he that holds 
it clapping the other hand upon his breaft, and 
protecting over and over again that he drinks to 
his friend with all his heart and foul, and then 
in mofl folemn and obliging manner killing his 
hand when he delivers it. Brandy, burnt wine, 
and ftrong waters ( fuch as they make in great 
quantities of the Grounds of their Beer ) they u- 
fually drink before they go abroad in a morning 5 
and tho in all thefe liquors they do frequently ex- 
ceed, yet does the moifture of their Air and Con- 
ftitution plead much in their behalf 5 and a 
perfon of known Sobriety himfeife fuppofes that 
their drinking more then the fouthern Nations, 
may be both for their health, and likewife in 
fome cafes conduce to their betcer management 
of buhnefs. 

The men generally apply themfelves to Traf- £„ /P f - 
fick, or to the profeflion of divers ingenious Arts t ^~ 
and gainful trades, which abound among them. n S ° 
Others, and many not without good fuccefs, de- 
vote their lives to learning 5 the reft either go in- 
to the Camp, or employ themfelves in the bu- 
finefs of husbandry,which is more efpecially mind- 
ed in the united Provinces. It is remarkable 
that the trading part of them have a very mean 
opinion of fuch as make choice of a Soldiers life, 
accounting them lazy and idle Drones, who had 
rather live meanly by the labours of others, then 
enrich themfelves by equal pains and induftry. 
Their Navigation into all parts of the world is 
fufficiently known, and of it we (hall difcourfe 
more largely when we come to treat of die uni- 
ted Provinces. They are excellent at contriving 
Tools and Engiris to facilitate any fort of work, 
by which means their children, when four or five 
years old, are in a manner render'd capable of 
maintaining themfelves by their owne Labour. 

They go neatly cloath'd, and for the moft part zr a t: t 
after the French mode , efpecially perfons of a- riaoir ' 
ny quality of both fexes within the jurifdidtion of 
the States3 only the women wear a kind of plaited 
attire hanging over their other Garments, which 
they call a Huke. Thofe of mean degree follow 
the fafhion here as in other Countries at a greater 
diftance, wearing Caps and Bonnets, cither black 
or of other Colours 5 and fome having Breeches 
fuch as are worne by the Skippers and Mariners. 
The pooreft fort of all flick to the peculiar mode 
of the Country. They love to have their bands 
thoroughly ftarch'd , or rather bedaub'd , with 
blew 5 as likewife their Ruffs, which they take 
great care to keep exactly fct. As for the retai- 
ners of the Court at Brujfels y they arc as ready 
to conforme themfelves to the Spanijh fafhion 
as thofe of Naples: others being attir'd after the 
manner of the Flemmifh $ tho divers, even of fuch 
as frequent the Qmrt, make no fcruplc to follow 
the Garb of France. And 
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And here we muft ingenuoufly confefs, that 
in divers things relating to the Cuftoms and 
Manners of the Netherlanders in general, we are 
fore'd to content our felves with a fomwhat ftale 
and imperfect account , that is fiich as we have 
given us by D' Avity, and others who wrote a- 
bout fourty or fifty years agoe. The reafon 
whereof is, becaufe few or no Writers have of 
late years either treated of the Inhabitants of 
thefe Countries as one entire body of people, or 
given a particular account of the Genius and 
Manners of the Spanijh Netherlanders confider'd 
apart from the others: whereas the Dutch have 
lately employ 'd themfelves more then moft other 
Nations in defcribing the nature of their own 
People as well as Provinces 5 and the curiofity of 
ftrangers and travellers has ( parting by thofe of 
the Spanijh jurifdicftion ) been in like manner 
almoft wholly taken up with the Countries and 
Inhabitants of the Union. This confideration we 
hope will be a tolerable plea in our behalfj if in 
fome particulars, concerning their Marriages, 
Diet, habit, Language, and the like, our account 
do not fo exactly accord in all refpects with 
what may be obferv'd at this day relating to the 
fame. Concerning which, and feveral other mat- 
ters of a fluid and changeable nature, we fhall 
only adde this general remark, that the Sub- 
jects of both Dominions have of late years much 
more accommodated themfelves to the humors 
and fafliions of France , whofe Mechanicks we 
find ( whatever the Prince himfelfdefigns ) have 
already attain'd to an univerfal Monarchy 3 even 
their Barbers and Taylors , in fuch tilings as are 
fubject to their cognizance, or (if we may fo 
fay ) within the verge of their Dominion, giving 

law to all Europe. 

In thefe Countries there are but fmall remains 
of the ancient pure Allemain Tongue, their Lan- 
guage being in many places a mixture of that 
and the Franconian, and made yet a greater medly 
by the Roman crowding its felf into the com- 
pany of the other two. For tho the Franci 9 
or eaftern Franks, upon the ruin of the Empire, 
got ful poffeflion of feveral of thefe Provinces, 
yet could they not utterly abolilh the Roman 
Tongue, fo that much of it remains to this day, 
in fome places under the name of Romant, in o- 
thers of Walloon 5 and is really no other then a cor- 
rupt French, which is fpoken in part of Brabant ; 
in Flanders Gallicant, in the Country es of Namur, 
Artois, Hainault , Luxenburg$ and indeed quite 
thro the Ardennes. But in the reft of Flanders 
and Brabant, in all Holland, Zealand, Geldre, and 
Frize, the low Dutch, or Flemmifh , tho with 
fome variety of Dialect, is in common ufe. Go- 
tofredus fayes that the great difference in their 
Speech was the main caufe that made Charles 
the fift defift from his project cf uniting all the 
Provinces, and moulding them into a King- 
dom. 

Perfons of better rank generally, and even ma- 
ny of the ordinary Inhabitants of thofe Countries 
where the Flemmifh is moft current, fpeak alfo 
French, or at leaft Walloon. Moreover a great part 
of the Kingof Spains Subje<5ts fpeak Spanifh, and 
many more underftand it, efpecially fuch as have 
any relation to the Court 3 there being alfo divers 
books printed in that Language within the Spanijh 
Netherlands. Englijb is likewife very common in 
many places,by reafon of that conftant intercourfe 
of trade which is maintain'd between this people 
and our Nauon. The greateft part of their Voya- 
gers learn the Malayan in order to their trading in 
the Eaft Indies 3 and are alfo skil'd in feveral as 
well African as Afiatic Languages. The Latin 
Tongue is very ufually fpoken by men of liberal 

Netherlands. 
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education, and as for the Greek, and Eaftern Lan- 
guages, their skill and performances in them 
have equal'd, if not excel'd, thofe of moft of 
their neighbours. It is but of late years that they 
began to be taken with the humor of poetizing 
in their mother Tonguej which has principally 
obtain'd in Holland 5 and the famous Daniel Hein- 
fius owes no fmall part of the reputation which 
he has at home, to his Flemmifh Poetry. 

Some Authors , (in the number of whom is 
Marchantius ) contend for a great affinity between 
the Teutonick and Greeks for proof whereof^ a- 
mong other arguments, they bring divers words 
in both Languages , which as well for fignifica- 
tion as found appear to be very nearly related. 
But of this fee more in the forefayd Marchantius 
his Flanders, or in Additam. ad Guicciard. 

The Coins of France and Spain, as wel as Eng- Coins, 
land and Germany, are current among them 5 be- 
fides fuch pieces of mony as are ftamp'd by them- 
felves, either in the Spanijh or confederate Pro- 
vinces 5 of which we fhall hereafter give a fepa- 
rate account, in their diftin<5t and proper places. 

As to the point of Trade, if we look fome Trade. 
Ages back, they far furpafs'd in that refpect all 

the people of Europe : the ftaplc of Bruges being 

fo confiderable, that from thence efpecially fome 
conclude die Province of Flanders to have been- 
rais'd fb high in reputation above the reft, as to 
denominate the entire body of thefe Countries. 
That City had the priviledge granted it an. 1323, 
by Ludouicus Crajfus (confirm'd afterwards by his 
fon Malanus ) of flopping all forreign Commo- 
dities , except the bringer chofe rather to carry 
them back to the place from whence they came. 
Concerning its eminent Market place and famous 
Burfe (whence buildings of die like nature in 
moft Countries of Europe have been call'd by 
the fame name) we fhall fpeak more largely in 
the defcription of the City it felf 5 but as to the 
trade of it, we. muft be the more particular here, 
becaufe it had a general influence upon the Traf- 
fick of all thefe Provinces. When the faid Trade 
was at the higheft, thefe following Nations and 
Cities had their feveral Houfes or Colledges there, 

TJiXr England, Scotland, France, C a ft He, Portugal, 
Aragon, Navarre, Catalonia, Bifcay, the Hans, and 
other Towns of Germany 5 the Cities otVe?iice, Flo- 
rence, Genoa, Lucca, Millain isre. Thefe feveral 
People furrufh'd the place with the particular 
Commodities of their owne Countries. For 
1. The Italians brought Camlets, Grograns, 
Thread of Silk, Silver, and Gold, and Cloath 
of the fame: alfo Jewels, Wines of Candy, Allom, 
Brimftone, Oyls, Spices, and Drugs of all forts, 
which they had by their trade with Aegypt, the 

Eaft Indies, Arabia, and Greece. 2. The Fre?ich 

brought Salt, white and red Wines, Paper, Lin- 
nen, and fome Oyls. 3. The E?2glijh Wool, 
Lead, Tin, Beer, and fome woollen Cloaths for 
womens Veils, fuch as were ufed in thofe dayes. 
4. The Scots Sheep-skins, Cony-skins, and the 
like. 5. The Spaniards and Portugueses Grain 
for fcarlet die, Gold, Silver, raw Silk, fome 
Drugs, and Spices. 6. The Germans, Danes, and 
Polackss Hony, Wax, Corn, Saltpetre, Wools, 
Glzfs, Furs, Quickfilver, Rhenijh wines 5 Timber 
for building, <&c. For thefe Commodities the 
Netherlanders barter'd ( befides feveral things of 
forrein importation) Horfes, and other Cattle 5 
Butter , Cheefe , Herrings , and other Sea-fifh 5 
woollen and linnen Cloaths 3 Tapeftry of great 
beauty and variety 5 excellent Pictures and di- 
vers the choiceft Manufactures. The trade of 
this place was yet farther incrcas'd by a privi- 
ledge obtained about the year 141 4 3 which was 

the exemption of all its Freemen, from confif- 
E cation 
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cation of their Goods upon any account whatso- 
ever - whereby it exceeded Tpres in Flanders, that 
had the fame priviledge, but with exception as 
to matters of treafon. By thefe means the Trat- 
fick of Bruges continu'd very great to the year 
1485, when it began to decay, partly upon the 
account that the Port of Sluce and the River 
leading from thence to this place, were but nar- 
row andunfecure 3 partly by the growing fame 
of the large and commodious River Scheld, and 
partly by the civil Wars then raging in thefe 
Countries. Wherefore the Portugueses having 
taken Calicut in the Eaft Indies ( and fo divert- 
ed the courfe of trade which the Venetians had 
hitherto engrofs'd, thro the Red-fea, and by A- 
lexandria) carri'd their Spices to the Fair of 
Antwerp an. 1503, and contracting with that 
City, firfl drew thither the Fuggers and Welfars, 
two potent families of German Merchants. After 
this the Merchants of Florence, Lucca, and the 
Spinolas of Genoa, feated thernfelves at Antwerp 5 
as likewife did the merchant Venturers of England, 
an. 1 5 1 6. Moreover the City of Antwerp en- 
joy 'd two free Marts holden yearly, continuing 
five and forty dayes together, during which time 
no man either in his perfon or goods could be 
arretted or molefted upon any account whatfo- 
ever. Nor is it to be omitted that the wars be- 
tween the French and Charles the fift forced di- 
vers Gentlemen and perfons of good quality 
from Villages and petty Towns to fly thither for 
fafety and fhelter 3 where afterwards they chofe to 
build, and make their perpetual refidence. By 
thefe means that City, ( which ftill enjoys the beft 
trade of any in the Spanijh Netherlands ) became 
and continu'd for divers years the greateft place 
of Trafhck in Europe , being made the Staple for 
fpice and the riches of the Eaft, of which ( as Mr. 
Euelin obferves) it formerly fold more in one 
month, then Venice it felf in twenty four. 

The flouri&ing condition of the City of An- 
twerp lafted not much above half an Age, the 
trade thereof being partly loft in it fel£ and partly 
tranflated to other places, particularly to Amfter- 
dam, and afterwards to London. The reafons af- 
fignable are, 1. its fufferings in the miferable 
and tedious wars, which fucceeded their hrft 
troubles, and then the abfolute revolt of divers 
of thefe Provinces from Spain 5 upon which it 
was twice plundered and fack'd 5 the beft part 
of the City being once quite burnt down, and 
above 7000 of the Citizens barbaroufly mur- 
ther'd by the mutinous Spaniards. 2. The abro- 
gation of part of thofe priviledges which had been 
granted to the Englijh Merchants and others 5 
with the new and great Cuftoms impos'd upon 
what they imported. 3. The navigation of the 
Dutch hrft, and then the Englijh, to the Eaft Indies, 
whereby the Cities of London and Amfterdam be- 
came fharers in that vaft trade: the Portuguese 
factories thereupon decreasing, and this City be- 
ing left at length to fiibfift mainly, if not folely, 
upon the traffick of its own Inhabitants. To thefe 
we may adde another very confiderable prejudice 
done to the trade of this place, by the taxes, and 
other impediments to which ( upon the altera- 
tion of Government ) all Veflels became lyable 
in Zealand, which paffed thro the Scheld to come 
to Antwerp^ and which neither at the concluding 
of the twelve years Truce in 1609, nor upon 
any treaty fince ( tho it has fbmetimes been very 
eagerly infifted upon, and particularly by our 
new fangl'd Commonwealth an. 1 652.) could the 
confederate States be indue'd to remove and abo- 
lifh : it being moreover remarkable that in the 
time of their firft war with Spain, Veftcls were fre? 
qucntly neceflitated either to ftop in Zealand, or 
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pafs into Holland ( which by degrees muft create 
new correfpondencies, and at length quite alter 
the current of trade) becaufe the other Ports were 
continually block'd up by the Ships of the united 
Provinces. 

And now fince we muft in this firft and gene- 
ral defcription ( tho it has not been ordinarily 
done by others ) give fome account of the Spa- 
nijh Provinces u nder a diftincl: and feparate con^ 
fideration from the reft 3 let us ( premifing very 
briefly fomthing of their general hiftory ) fhew 
how all of them came at firft to be united under 
one Prince, and afterwards, as they remain at this 
day , divided into two fupreme jurifdictions. 

Thofe people which generally went by the Ana 
name ofBelg^e were fobdu'd, together with other Revi 
tribes of the German and Gallick. Nations, by the ons. 
valour and good fortune of Julius Cos far 5 and o- 
thers, who lay beyond the Rhine, and are now 
comprehended within the limits of the feventeen 
Provinces, by the courage and conduct of Lu- 
cius Drufus, all of them continuing fubjeel: to the 
Romans, ( or at leaft in a kind of alliance little 
differing from fubjeclion, which muft be princi- 
pally underftood of the Batavi) without any to- 
lerable difturbance to their affairs, except the 
Rebellion. ( if we may fo term it ) in the time of 
Vefpafian, rais'd and carry 'd on, not without con- 
fiderable fiiccefs at fome times, by Civilis, Ge- 
neral of the Batavians, and of the race of their 
ancient Kings, which the Dutch (who have a 
natural antipathy againft the very name of King) 
are defirous to have underftood of his defcent 
from fome of their Princes, or their chief Com- 
manders and Leaders of their Armies. As for 
that part of them that inhabited on this fide the 
Rhine, and upon the Frontiers of Gaul, they con- 
tinu'd firm in their fiibjecftion and obedience to 
the Romans, even to the time of the great Theo- 
dofius and his Sons. Then were all thefe Coun- 
tries overrun by an inundation of thofe barba- 
rous Nations, which from the northern parts of 
Germany fell in upon them, and having feated 
thernfelves here for fome Ages, paffed afterwards 
further on, to new acquifitions both in France and 
England^ fo that the ancient Inhabitants rouzing 
thernfelves, as it were, from a profound fleep, re- 
covered their former liberty, and liv'd for a long 
while after under diftincl: Princes and Governors 
of their own. The French (particularly Labbe) give 
a different account of this whole Countries being 
canton'd out into fo many fmall Principalities 5 
and fay that it happened by divers ufurpations at 
the fatal extinction of the fecond race of their 
Kings^ and that, excepting the Provinces of Flaw 
dersand Artois,aU the other Seigniories were butfo 
many Parcels torn from the Kingdom of Lotha- 
rius the younger, upon his unhappy death, which 
happen'd near Placentia in Italy, about the year 
of our Lord %6$. 

The Friezes having fhook off the Roman yoak, p . 
remaind about 400 years under the Govern- ^ 
ment of their proper Kings, till at length being 
utterly defeated and fubdu d by the Emperor 
Charlemain, ( his reign began over the Empire an. 
Soo ) they were annexed to the Crown of France* 
from whence falling into the divifion ofy oung Lo- 
tharios, they afterwards followed the example of 
their neighbour Provinces, and chofe rather to be 
governed feparately by petty Princes of their own. 

The general account which fome give of thefe 
Countries is that upon the declination of the Ro- 
man Empire, they were potfefs'd by the French, 
under whom they made a part of the King- 
dom of Metz^ or OfUnreich, united by Childe- 
rick_ III. (he began his reign an. ^45.) to the 
reft of France, and made a member of that King- 
dom, 
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dom, as they continu'd till the time of Lewis the 

Godly, Son of Charlemain 5 in the divifion of 
whofe Empire among his Children , the Coun- 
ties of Flanders and Artois being lay'd to France, 
the refidue of thefe Countries , on this fide the 
Rhine , made a fpecial part of the Kingdom of 
Lorrain. Thofe on the further fide of the middle 
Channel of that River, being German Nations, 
( gain'd to the vaft Empire of the French by the 
forefaid Charlemain') in the divifion fpoken of be- 
fore, fell to the fhare of Lewis firnam'd the An- 
cient, the firft King of Germany, and after of his 
Succeflbrs in that Eftate, whether Kings or Em- 
perors. Thus was the whole of thefe feventeen 
Provinces divided betwixt the three great Kings of 

France, Lorrain, and Germany. 

If we look back to the beginning of the French 
conquefts and progrefs thro Belgium into Gaul, 
we lhall find that there ftartcd up in Belgium two 
great Eftates, founded by the Sons oiClodion, 
the fecond King of the French, who being de- 
prived of their Fathers Kingdom ( about the year 
448 ) either by the election or plain ufurpation 
of Meroue, to whofe tuition and guardianfhip 
they had been committed, (fome make a doubt 
whether he was not Clodions natural Son ) be- 
took thernfelves to the moft defenfible places of 
the great Foreft of Ardenne, and the Countries 
on the Banks of the River Mofelle , where they 
founded the two great Earldoms from thence 
denominated. The Earldom of Mofelle, fo calTd 
becaufe it lay along the courfe of that River, took 
in little or nothing of thofe Countries which are 
to be difcours'd of in this Volum : but the other 
of Ardenne comprehended (befides the Duke- 
dom of Bovillon ) part of the modern Flanders , 
and fome part of Brabant, together with all Hai- 
nault,Namur, Limburg, and Luxenburg. The Earls of 
Ardenne growing great by the withdrawing of the 
French forces into richer conquefts, and the dif- 
membring of their Empire into many King- 
doms, drew upon them the envy of their neigh- 
bouring Princes, ftill too powerful for them 5 fo 
that ClotairelL (this was the tenth King of the 
French, and came to the Crown an. 584.) fur- 
nifh'd his eldeft Son Dagobert, then King of Metz^, 
with fufficient forces for the conqueft of it 3 which 
was accordingly effected, Brunulph the Earl there- 
of, being overthrown by him and flain in battel 
By Sigibert, who fucceeded his Father Dagobert 
( about the year 645. ) in the Kingdom of Met^ 
and Earldom of Ardenne, the Earldom oiHainault 
was taken out ot the later, and given to Albert 
one of the youngeft Sons of Brunulph. By Da- 
gobert himfelf, who fucceeded his Father Clot aire 
in the Realm of France an. £28, and was while 
he liv'd fole King of the French, the parts of Flan- 
ders and Brabant, formerly belonging to the Earl- 
dom of Ardenne,vrcre difmembred from it,and laid 
to two new Eftates of his own creeling. And pro- 
bable it is that the Province of Namur might at 

the fame time be taken out of it, either to weaken 
the (aid Earldom, or ( according to the unpoli- 
tic cuftom of thofe Ages ) to make a provifion 
for fom younger Brother. The reft of the Eftate, 
together with the Title, remain'd unto the el- 
deft Son, whofe Pofterity, notwithstanding this 
great diminution, grew to fiich efteem, that Ju- 
dith the Widdow otBuin and Sifter of Bqjon, Earls 
of Ardenne , was thought a fit match for Charles 
the Bald,King of France (his Reign began an.843.) 
and Emperor 5 by whom the more to honour 
his family, the (aid Bofon was created King of 
Aries and Burgundy. During the Empire of Otho I. 
firnam'd the Great (which began an. ^38 ) the 
Province of Luxenburg was divided from it, and 

given to Sieefride* one of the younger Sons of 
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Ricuine, the preceding Prince^ and fo perhaps 
was Limburg alio for another. The reft remairfd 
to Godfiy the : eldeft Son, who by Matilda, daugh- 
ter to Otho II. was father to another Godfry who 
fucceeded after Charles and Otho, and became the 
third Duke of Lorrain, confirmed therein by the 
power of the Emperor Henry II. from which time 

the Houfes of Lorrain and Ardenne for a lon<> 

while continu'd united. & 

The next Principality to beconfiderd is that Flanders 
ot b landers, the beft account whereof is very 
confus'd, efpecially as to the matter of Chrono- 
logy 5 only in general it appears, that when the 
Franks had rais'd up and efrabJifh'd a great King- 
dom of their own upon the entire conqueft of 
Gaul , and began to reduce the difbrders of that 
Country to fomthing of a civil Government, 
there was a Dominion erected by fome of their 
Princes, and confer d upon one who bore the 
title of Forefter of Flanders-, tho how far his Jurif 1 
diction reach'd, and particularly whether it only 
border'd upon, or included, the lower parts of 
the vaft woods of Ardenne, is left very difputable. 
^ut thisis certain, that. the faid office of Forefter 
continu'd for feveral defcents, and began to ci- 
vilize the Country, by reprefting the violence of 
Robbers and Spoylers whoinfefted the woody and 
faft-places, and by encouraging the milder people 
to fall into civil Societies, to truft to their Indu- 
ftry for fubfiftence, to Laws for protection, and 
to their Arms united under the care and conduct 
of their Governors for fafety and defence. Af- 
terwards in the time of Charlemain, or as others 
write of Charles the Bald ( who was the nextKing 
of the Franks but one) the forefaid Government 
was erected into a County, which changed the tide 
of Foreftcrs for that of Count, or Earl, without in- 
terrupting the fucceflion.By the care and induftry 
of the forefaid Forefters were the wafted Countries 
under their jurifdicfion, recover'd out of poverty 
and barbarifm. Many Caftles, Cities, and Towns, 
were either built or repair'dj and likewife endow'd 
with large priviledges and immunities 3 their Go- 
vernment agreeing with that inftituted in many 
places of Europe, upon their coming into the pof- 
feftion of thofe northern Nations. Which Go- 
vernment confifted of the three Eftates, under 
the Principality of a fingle perfon, in fem places 
more, in others lefs abfolute 3 and calld either 
King, Prince, Duke, or Earl : which feems to be 
a temper between the eaftern Tyranny and the li- 
berty ot the Grecian and Roman Commonwealths. 

As for Holland, it is probable that it changed Holland. 
in a great meafure its Inhabitants and Govern- 
ment, what ever it was, upon the inroads made 
by thofe barbarous Nations, which at divers 
times fell in upon the more fouthern parts of Eu- 
rope. But about the year 860 a Son of the Count of 
Frize, by a Daughter of the Emperor Lewis II. 
was by him inftituted Count of Holland, and gave 
beginning to that title, which running fince that 
time thro fo manv direct or collaterall fucceftions, 
and fome ufurpations, came to end at laft in Phi- 
lip II. King of Spain, by refignanon of his father 
Charles V. who by a mixt right of Inheritance, 
Conqueft, and Pact, had acquired the fupreme 
Dominion of all thefe feventeen Provinces 3 the 
entire union whereof ( referring the Reader for 
a more particular account of the State and Go- 
vernment of every fingle Principality under their 
refpective Dukes, Earls, and Lords, to the feveral In what 
deferiptions of the Countries thernfelves ) fhall be mamier 
in the next place delivered. thefe Pro- 

Lewis of Malain or Marie (he came to xhevinces 
Earldom of Flanders about the year 1 347- ) in came to be 

right of his Father Earl of Flanders, Nevers, Re- unitedun- 

telois T Salinesy Antwerp , and Mechlin : and after der one 
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the death of his Mother, Earl of Burgundy and 
Artois, marry'd Margaret Daughter of John III. 
Duke of Brabant* by which marriage he became 
poflefs d of the Dukedoms of Brabant and Lim- 
burg. 

He had one only Daughter, cali'd Margaret, 
which was marry 'd (an. 136?.) to Philip of Va^- 
lois, Duke of Burgundy, firnam'd the Hardy , 
younger Son oijohn King of France. 

His eldeft Son was John firnam'd Without-fear 
who fucceeded to the Dominions of his Father 
( 1404) as he likewife did afterwards to thofe of 
his Brothers and Nephews. He took to his wife 
(an. 141 5. ) Margaret, Daughter of the Earl of 
Hainault, Holland, Zealand, and Freeze, and was 
not long after ( viz- an. 141^.) flain by Charles 
the Dauphin, afterwards, King of France, under 
the name of Charles VII. 

Philip the Good, was his Son and Succeflbr in 
the -Dutchy of Burgundy , the Earldoms of Flan- 
ders, Artois, and Burgundy, the Marquifate of 
the Empire, the Seignorie of Mechlin 3 and fuc- 
ceeded afterwards Theodorick. of Namur , in that 
County, and afcer that, Philip Duke of Brabant 
( who dy'd without Iffue an. 1430. ) in the Duke- 
doms of JLorrain, Brabant, and Limburg 3 and u- 
pon the deceafe of Jaqueline his niece, (an. 143^.) 
took polfeftion of the Countries of Hainault, Hol- 
land, Zealand,and Freeze; as he did alfo, (an. 1443.) 
of the Dukedom of Luxenbzirg, by the gift or E- 
lizabeth, Relict of Antony, his Uncle. According 
to fome he purchased the Dukedom of Luxen- 
burg and Earldom of Namur; and as Aitzgma 
relates , both thofe and the Lordlhip of Mechlin. 
Thus became this Philip fupreme Lord of the 

Provinces of Brabant, Limburg, Luxenburg, Flan- 
ders , Artois, Hainault, Holland, Zealand, Namur, . 
Frieze, Mechlin, and the Marquilate of the Em- 
pire. He marry 'd Ifabella of Portugal (an. 1450. ) 
in the citv of Bruges, at which time he inftitu- 
ted the noble Order of the golden Fleece ( which, 
by the by, is rationally fuppos'd by fome to have 
been chofen for the badge of honour in ac- 
knowledgment of the vaft benefit his Countries 
receiv'd by our Englijh Wool. ) He dy'd at Bruges 
( an. 1467.) aged 72, having raign'd 48 years. 

Charles of Valios, cali'd the Warlike, fucceeded 
his Father Philip in all the foremen tion'd Principa- 
lities 5 and afterwards bought of Arnold of Egmond 
the Dukedom of Gelder and Earldom of Zutphen; 
the fame Arnold disinheriting his Son Adolph (who 
had rebel'd againft him) and by Will at length 
confirming the Sale which he made to Charles, who 
took poffeffion of the two mention'd Provinces, 
an. 1 473. He is reported to have defign'd the u- 
niting of all his Dominions into one body, and 
governing them by the title of King of Burgundy $ 
but the great difcrepancy found between the In- 
habitants of the feveral Countries, both as to 
Language and Manners, as well as Laws and Pri- 
viledges, together with the extraordinary Liber- 
ty enjoy'd by the People under their former Go- 
vernment, made the thing appear unpracticable. 
This famous Warriour ( for fuch he is recorded ) 
was (lain before Nancy in JLorrain, an. 14773 be- 
tray'd, as fome report, by an Italian Count in fa- 
vour of Lewis XL of France. 

He left one only Daughter cali'd Mary, 
which, being eighteen years old, was ( an. Dom. 
1477.) marri 3 d to Maximilian of Auftria, Son of 
the Emperor Frederick. III. He recover 'd the 
greateft part of what the King of France had ta- 
ken away from the Dominions of Burgundy; re- 
ftoring moreover to its primitive fplendor the 
Order of the golden Fleece, which had now loft 
much of its credit and refpe<ffc. They had two 

Children, Philip and Margaret^ and the Mother 
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being kilFd by a fall in hunting, Maximilian go- 
verned thefe Countries for fome time in the name 
of his Son Philip. He was afterwards fufpedted 
and accus'd of having in many things infring'd 
the peoples Priviledges, and particularly of carry- 
ing on a defign to feparate Brabant, Holland, and 
Frizeland from the reft, and betray them into the 
hands of the Emperor 3 upon which all the Pro- 
vinces fwore allegiance to Philip, which was dor* 
about the year 14^2. 

This Philip by marriage (an. 14^^-) with Joanl 

Daughter of Ferdinand, Kingof Aragon and Eli- 
zabeth Queen of Caftile, became King of Spain 5 
whofe Son was Charles V. Emperor, and Inheri- 
tor ( befides other vaft Dominions ) of all the 
foremention'd Countries. The whole body of 
the feventeen Provinces is indeed by fome rec- 
kon'd to have been united in Philip the Good , 
and others make them to have at leaft defcended 
upon Charles V. whereas it is very certain that 
divers of them were acquir'd by him : for he ad- 
ded (an. 1528.) the Lordfhips of Vtrecht and 
Overyjfel-, at which time Henry of Bavaria Bifhop 
of Vtrecht, having Overyjfel likewife under his Do- 
minion, and being by the fedition of his Subjects, 
afliftcd by the Duke of Gelder s, brought to the ut- 
termoft extremity, refign'd, with the content of 
the refpectivc States, all title to the temporal Ju- 
rifdiction of both 5 and perpetually annex'd the 
fame to the Dukedom of Braba?it and Earldom of 
Holland, referving to himfelf both of power and 
revenue only what was purely ecclefiaftical, to- 
gether with the magnificent Palace built on pur- 
pofe for the epifcopal See by Charles Martel, King 
of France. As for the Province of Groningen, it 
likewife fubmitted its fel£ upon very good con- 
ditions, to the fame Charles V. ( an. 1536".) hav- 
ing before upon its not being fufhciently guarded 
and defended by the Bilhop of Vtrecht againft 
neighbouring enemies, fought ineffectually the 
protection of the Duke of Geldres. For we muft 
not forget diat altho Charles the Hardy had (as 
we have before mention'd ) made a purchafe of 

Geldre and Zutphen from Arnold their Lord and 
Soveraign, yet was neither the houfe of Burgun- 
dy nor Auftria in full and quiet poffeflionof thofe 
Provinces, till being in a manner fubdu'd by 
Charles V. ( notwithftanding the afliftance of the 
King of France and Duke of Cleve ) they fubmit- 
ted themfelves to him, an. 1 $43 5 the States of 
both Principalities about fix years after taking a 
folemn oath of allegiance to Philip Son of the 
forefaid Charles. In an addrefs to the States Ge- 
neral prefented by the united part of Brabant an- 
1 ^5o,it is faid that Charles V. got the ovec-RheniJh 
Provinces of Frizeland, Vtrecht, and Overyjfel, Gro- 
ningen and the Omelands, Gelder land and Zutphen, 
for him, his Heirs and Pofterity, as Dukes of 
Brabant, and alfo redue'd and annex'd to that bo- 
dy divers confiderable parcels which for a long 
time had been alienated and diftradted* 

We fhall only adde in this place that as for the 
tenure ( if we may fo term it ) of thefe Provin- Tj/f>en- 
ces, Flanders and Artois had for many ages ac- dance of 
knowledg'd the Soveraignty of France, tho their thefe 
Earls did feldom defcend fo low as to do homage Countries 
which right, whatever it might be, was quitted upon 
to Philip II. of Spain, by Henry EL of France at France 42 
the treaty of Cambray an. 1558. The reft were the Em- 
held originally of the Empire, being by the Em- ph 
peror Maximilian fram'd into a Diftrict which 
was cali'd the Circle of Burgundy; yet would the 
Princes of the houfe of Burgundy never acknow- 
ledge any fubjection, but govern'd thefe Lftates 
as abfolute Princes, withouc any fubordination 
to the Emperor, or Imperial Officers 5 nor would 

they ever appear at the Diets, nor contribute to 

any 



ire. 




J; 



-> 



'ufes 
the 
'vifion 

thefe 
\untries 

\to two 
inSi 
■rifdiSil 



•t 



'oinreign 
v/diers* 








•i.'t 



'erfonal 
Mflikes to 
over- 
ors. 



- 1 . 



•\.. 



N E T H E 

any taxes there impos'd, nor hold themfelves o- 
blig'd by any conftitutions made therein. 

And now we have feen how all thefe Principa- 
lities came to be united under Charles V. Ice us 
in the next place give a fbort account how they 
came, not long after, to be feparated into two 
diftincl: Jurifdic"tions 5 concerning the lefter of 
which it may be truly faid in relation to the whole 
that -TiAeoi -nfu-Tu wris^ thofe few confederate Pro- 
vinces being (fince the faid divifion of them 
from the others ) become more rich and power- 
ful, then were all the feventeen when joyn'd to- 
gecher. 

So many and different are the opinions, which 
concern the original caufes and firft rife of that 
war, which ended in the defalcation of more then 
feven of thele Provinces from the Dominion of 
Spain, that Strada looks upon it as a thing not to 
be conlider'd without admiration, endeavouring 
however to fatisfy himfelf and others with divers 
reafons of the forefaid variety. As for our part, 
we fliall ( leaving every man to be as politic and 
fbarpfighted as he plcaies ) in the account of this 
matter, deliver only fuch as were generally e- 
fleem'd the principal caufes of thofe commotions 
and tumults, which afterwards broke out into 
open war, and ended at laft in an abfolute revolt 
from Spain , and the erection of a new Govern- 
ment, as much envy'd not many years fince, as 
lately pity'd and deplor'd. 

The firft thing then to be confider'd here, is 
that in the time of the Emperor Maximilian, di- 
vers German Troops, and in the time of Charles 
V. a far greater number of Spanijh and Italian, 
were brought into the Low-Countries, to main- 
tain the wars againft France. Charles Y. being 
himfelf a native of Flanders, and in the mildnefs 
of his difpofition differing much from a Spa?zijh 
temper (to which we may adde his continuing 
to put thofe of his native Country into principal 
Offifices of honour and truft^ and, which makes a- 
ny Princes Subjects, as particularly now thofe of 
France, patiently endure the greateft fla very them- 
felves, the vaft fucceifes of his Arms) was ftill fo 
belov'd and reverene'd by his people, that both 
this, and divers other things very ungrateful to 
them were indifferently well born 3 fo that he vo- 
luntarily refign'd thefe Provinces to his Son Philip 
II. of Spain, in a very peaceable and loyal condi- 
tion. The peace of Cambray not long after {viz. 
an. 1 5 5 p.) enfuing, the Spanijh and Italian forces 
were notwithftanding continu'd, and fupplies for 
their maintenance demanded as formerlv of the 
States 3 which, together with the palling by Na- 
tives,and putting Forreigners into public Employ- 
ments, bred great heart-burnings amongft the 
people, as well thofe of the loweft as the higheft 
quality. 

After this, Philip going into Spain left the Go- 
vernment of thefe Countries to his Sifter Marga- 
ret, Dutchefs of Parma 5 and fhe being weary 'd by 
the continual murmurings of the People, and di- 
rect oppofition of the States themlelves ( who re- 
fus'd to grant any taxes for the maintenance of 
an ufelefs, and, which was worle, an infolent Ar- 
my) ceafed not to importune her Brother, till 
{he got the forreign forces withdrawn. Anto?iy 
Perenot, alfo Cardinal Granvil, a perfbn in great e- 
fteem with Charles V. and afterwards with Philip 
II. was left by the laft, upon his departure into 
Spain, with his Sifter, as her principal Councellor 
and Minifter of ftatej againft whom the chief 
Lords, particularly the Prince of Orange and Earls 
Egmond and Home conceiv'd an implacable ha- 
tred. He was, as Bentivoglio (ayes,of an imperious, 
haughty and choleric temper, tho otherwifo an 
able Statefman^ wherefore being alfo a forreigner, 

Netherlands. 
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( for fuch they counted Burgundians ) and but of 
a mean defcent, it was no wonder that the great- 
eft Perfonages among the Flemmings would not 
oe fatisfv'd ( divers ways exprefling their animo- 
hty, and particularly by abfenting themfelves 
from Council) till Philip by the perfuafions of 
the Go\ e;nefs, the Dutchefs of Parma, comman- 
ded him to quit his ftation and depart out of the 
feventeen Provinces. 

But that which exafperated the minds of all Ereffion 
foas of people, and which has been look'd upon cfnew Bi- 
as one 01 the moil unpohn'c, as well as unjuft a.-focprics. 
clions of King Philip {Strada himfelf confeiTing 
it to be againft his oath taken as Duke of 'Brabant ) 
was the augmenting the number of Bilhoprics 5 
whereby he did not only alienate the affections 
of the common people ( who knew by this means 
there would a more ftricx hand be kept over them, 
efpecially as to matters of Religion, then former- 
ly ) and of the fecular Nobility, (the rayes of 
Power and Greatnefs being by participation divi- 
ded, and fo becoming more weak and languid ) 
but alfo of theEccleilaftics themfelves. For the 
former Biihopsknew what a diminution it would 
prove of their ftate and authority to have their 
DiocelTes parcelTd out among fo many 5 and as 
tor the Monks and Abbots ( the places of the laft 
being, as they fell, to be conferr'd upon the new- 
ly initituted Bifooprics ) apprehended by fuch 
an alienation of their headlhips, nothing lefs then 
the u tter ruin of their Monaltical Orders. 

About the beginning of 1 565, Catharine Queen Inquifi- 
Mother, and Charles IX. King of France, had a tion and 
folenin conference at Bayonne with Ifabella Queen Ccuncil of 
ot Spain and the Duke of Alva. The principal Trent, 
thing there debated and concluded upon was 
then generally fiippos'd to have been the utter ex- 
tirpation of the reform'd Religion out of both 
their Dominions 5 the barbarous Maftacre at Pa- 
ris, which happen'd not many years after, being 
urg'd as one ftrong argument far that fufpition. 
Whatever was the bulinefs of that meeting,this is 
certain, that Philip foon after fent orders to the 
Dutchefs of Parma, to proceed with all rigour, 
even to death it felf, againft fuch as the Church 
of Borne declared Heretics 5 and to take care that 
the Edicts of Charles V. to that effect, fhould be 
publifh'd and enfore'd, and the Council o£Tre?it 
receiv'd and maintain'd, and moreover the Inqui- 
fition fettl'd and affifted by the civil Power to the 
uttermoft. Bentivoglio indeed fares that Philip 
had no defigne of introducing the Inquifition in — 
thefe Countries in fo rigorous a way as it was 
already eftablilhcl thro Spain and Italy. ■ But 
whatever the pretended moderation was, fuch 
were the appreheniions of the people, that it is 
not to be imagined with what aftonijhment the 
firft news of thefe orders were receiv'd, and af- 
terwards with what rage and fury the multitude 
broke out 3 not only to the mutining in divers 
places, but openly oppoflng the execution of 
fuch as were, in purfuance ot the forefaid com- 
mands, condemn'd : not to mention their meet- 
ing in great numbers, hril privately in Cities, and 
afterwards openlv in the Fields, to confult about 
the removal of thefe their common, and, as they 
efteem'd them, infupportable calamities. 

It was in the year \^66 that Henry of Brederode, p et j t i on 



of the 



Lord of Vianen, being follow'd by two (fome 
fay three, others five hundred) molt of them Q eu r eSm 
perfbns of tolerable rank and quality, went in 
manner of a folemn proceffion to the Dutchefs 
of Parma, the Regents Palace 3 and prefented her 
with a petition, wherein was requelted the an- 
nulling of the Inquifition, and all rigorous Laws 
in matter of Religion, and the referring of it to 

a general meeting of the States, to make fuch 
f Laws 
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Laws as Ihould be found requifite for the con- 
fervation of the fame. When the Regent was 
taking a view of this Company , Barlemont (one 
of her chief confidents ) {landing by her, is re- 
ported to have faid, Madam what fear canyon have 
cf thefe Gueux ? (which laft word fignifies Va- 
grants or Beggars ) and that this coming to be 
" known by them, they prefently apparell'd them- 
felves in an ordinary cheap Stuffy of a kind of 
ruffe t colour 5 hanging moreover upon their hats 
and about their middles certain vile and fordid 
implements, fuch as are us'd by Beggars 5 glory- 
ing in the name of Gueufes ( which afterwards 
became a term of diftinction for the whole anti- 
philippian party ) and then getting a meddal caft 
which every man hung at his Girdle, with this 
Infcription 5 True to the King even to the Budget. 

After this the King is likewife petitioned for re- 
drefs in the forefaid matters, but (according to 
the grave, and oftentimes pernicious method of 
Spanifh Refolutions ) his confent thereto comes 
too late 5 prevented by an infurrection of the 
meaner people in many great Towns of Flanders, 
Holland, and TJtrecht, who committing divers 
outrages and infolencies againft Churches and all 
Sacred things, enter into leagues and combinati- 
ons, appoint Confiftories and Magistrates of their 
own, and, laftly, agree upon private contributions 
to carry on the common caufe 5 fo that this 
( which happen'd an. i $66. ) may be reckoned the 
firft confiderable ftep made towards the revolt 
from the Crown of Spain. But the Nobility and 
richeft of the people being for the greater!: part a- 
verfe to fuch violent and feditious courfes, upon 
the arrival of the Kings conceflions, endeavour 
by all porlible means to compote matters 5 info- 
much that upon the reduction of fome places by 
force (particularly Valenciennes and Antwerp ) and 
the voluntary fubmifiion of others,Count Egmond, 
Governor of Flanders, falling off from the confe- 
deracy (tho the event thereof prov'd fatal to 
him at laft) and the Prince of Orange, Governor 
of Holland and Zealand, being fbre'd to fly into 
Germany-^ things feem'd in a manner quieted, 
and reftor'd to their former tranquillity. 

William, the forefaid Prince of Orange, was a 
man of equal abilities both in Council and in 
Arms 5 cautious, and refolutej affable, and fe- 
vere 5 fupple to occafions, and yet conftant to 
his ends 3 of mighty revenues and dependancies 
an the Provinces, and of great credit and alliance 
in Germany 3 efteem'd and honour'd abroad, but 
at home infinitely lov'd and trufied by the people , who 
thought him affectionate to their Country : \_ And that 

he was fo his laft words, as they are related by 
fome, fufficiently evidence^ which were, Good Lord 

what will become of this poor people : ] fincere in his 
profeffions and defigns- y able and willing to defend their 
liberties, and (however afpers'd by Spaniards or 
others, either ignorant or prejudie'd perfons ) un- 
likely to invade them by any ambition of his own 
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ing even to fuch Princes as were fufficiently zea- 
lous for the Roman Religion, efpecially in Germa- 
ny^ for neither could fuch approve fo fudden, 
and violent an alteration of a neighbour Govern- 



ment. 



King Phi- * C muft remembr,ci > tnac King Philip had 

lip fends * * OI?S timC k een ur S enc ^ Ptefs'd by his beft 
the Duke 
of Alva 



«^ j X. — — j **• w » w 

Councellors, to take a journy into Flanders, his 
prefence there being look'd upon as the moft fo- 
vereign remedy that could be found for all thefe 
evils : but altho he fomtimes feem'd to hearken 
to fuch advice, and was' once fuppos'd to have 
really defign'd to put it in execution, yet at length 
he quite threw away all fuch thoughts, and reaf- 
fuming his former feverity, fent the Duke of 
Alva ( a perfon both hating that people and hat- 
ed by them) with 10000 of his choice Veterans 
(contrary to the advice of the Dutchefs of Parma, 
and others his beft friends ) with all violence and' 
rigour to execute his firft refolutions. A thing 
which ( as Bentivoglio affirms ) was very difpleaf- 



So great was the confterhation of all people 
upon the news of this expedition, that the trad- 
ing part of them fled out of the Country in vaft 
multitudes 5 and upon divers tyrannical proceed - 
ings of Alva ( particularly the feizing of Egmond 
and Home, without confulting her ) the Dutchefs 
of Parma obtained leave of the King to depart, 
and refigne up her Regency 3 which fhe did into 
the hands of the forefaid Alva, and departed from 
Bruffels to go into Italy, about the beginning of 
the year 15 68. 

After this the Duke of Alva fazes the Count of 
Buren, the Prince of Oranges Son , plac'd by his 
Father at Louvain*, and fends him well guarded 
into Spain (where he was kept for many years 
after ) upon pretence that the King would have 
him ftudy there at the Univerfity of Alcala de He- 
nares. But thefe were fmall matters, and had 
relation only to particular perfons 3 the inftitu- 
tion of the Council of twelve (who were to C 0Unc 
judge fovereignly and without appeal 5 and call'd twelvt 
not undefervedly by the people the Council of 
Blood) made a fecond Inquifition, more cruel 
and barbarous then the former 3 by both which 
new and illegal Courts great numbers of people 
were dayly put to death 5 Imprifonments, Con- 
fifcations and other fmaller Punifhments being fo 
ordinary, that they were accounted trivial and 
inconfiderable. 

To this Council of twelve, all cafes civil and 
military, private and public, were fubmitted, no 
refpect being had to the Priviledges, Cuftoms, or 
any other Rights either of Place or Perfon 3 and 
the fentences of this Court were executed with fo 
great feverity, or rather barbarity, that Death 
and Banifbment fwept away half the people. The 
keyes of moft Towns were taken from their pro- 
per Magiftrates, and the Gates of feveral Cities 
pull'd down, the former Garrifons being di£ 
plac'd 3 fo that to fpeak truth they were treated 
as a conquer'd, or rather enflav'd people. The 
minds of all men ( as we may well fuppofe ) were 
fufficiently exafperated by this time, but none 
of th em durft ftir, or any way lhew their refent- 
ments (being aw'd by that formidable Army 
brought by Alva, augmented by 2000 Germans 
rais'd before by the Dutchefs of Parma ) till fuch 
time as Egmond, the darling of the people, and 
the Earl of Home were publicly beheaded at Bruf- 
fels 5 for then they fled in great numbers to the 
Prince of Orange, who upon non-appearance had 
been proclaimed Traytor ( which proclamation 
was anfwer'd by him in a Remonftrance, or ra- 
ther a moft bitter invective againft Philip , and 
the Spanifh proceedings ) and all his Eftates con- 
fifcated, as well in Burgundy, as in the feventeen 
Provinces. With thefe and fuch other forces as 
he could raife in Germany, and fome fuccors fent 
him out of France, he enters Brabant, but by the 
policy of Alva ( of whom Bentivoglio fayes that 
he ftudy'd either to overcome withour fighting, 
or to fight with little lofs of his own mens blood, 
and great effufion of the Enemies) being hin- 
der'd from bringing the bufinefs to the decifion 
of a Battel, and his Army already in great num- 
bers mouldring away for want of pay, he was 
in a little time fore'd to disband, and retire again 

into Germany, 

After this the Flemmings were univerfalJv en- 
rag'd at Alva's putting up his Statue in the Cita- 
del of Antwerp 3 the fame being caft out of brafs 
Guns taken from Lewis of Najfaw at the bloody 

Battel 
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Battel of Gemming, upon the borders of Weftfri^ 
and reprefenting 111 an hieroglyphical manner the 
paft ill fuccedes of their Covenant, Petitions, and 
Revolt 5 and he himfelf as it were trampling u- 
pon the necks of the fubjected Provinces 5 or at 
leaft two of the three Eftates, viz. the Lay- Nobi- 
lity, and Commonalty. Of this triumphal piece 
of Pageantry, we may give a further account in 
the description of Antwerp >, and fhall only adde 
here a Tetraftich concerning it out of Golnitz. 
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Cur ftatuam vivo tibi, dux Albane, dedifti ? 

An quia defundo nemo daturus erat ? 
Haud male conjeSlas 5 izeque enim crzzdelia laudem 
Facia tua, izzfamem fed meruere crucem. 

Not long after this he impofes a new and 
grievous tax upon all Merchandizes, by the name 
_ of the tenth penny, befides that of the twentieth 
0 penny upon immovables 3 and the hundreth u- 
pon all goods and poftefhons : the laft of which 
being only for once ( as the others to be repeated 
and to continue for an unlimited time) was con- 
tented to by the States of the Provinces, who in 
vain petition the King to releafe them of the two 
former 5 Alva being abfolutely refol v'd to exact 
the fame, even to the executing of thofe that re- 
fus'd to pay, and giving order for putting fome 
Citizens of Bruffels to death upon that account, 
when very happily the news came of the furpri- 
zal of the Briel, which made him think it advi- 
feable to revoke the faid orders and put a ftop for 
the prefent to his tyrannical carreer. 

Here we muft obferve, that great numbers of 
the miferable Inhabitants terrifi'd and difpers'd 
by the cruelties of the Duke of Alva, had put 
themfelves under the Count of Marck* (his bit- 
ter Enemy ) and fetting out in fome Ships, under 
the name of the Water-Gueux, committed all acts 
of hoftility againft the Spaniards j and having in 
that manner got confiderable riches, either by 
chance or defigne ( Strada fayes they were driven 
thither by tempeft, being upon Alva's requeft to 
Queen Elizabeth, prohibited the Ports of England) 
landed in the Ifland of Voorn and carried the town 
of Brill by aftault5 upon which immediatly fol- 
low'd the Revolt of moft of the Towns of Hol- 
land, Zealand, and Wejlfrizeland$ whofe confi- 
dence was fo great upon the taking of the fbre- 
iaid place, that they were not affraid to write pu- 
blic Libels againft Alva 3 picturing him with a 
pair of Spectacles put upon his nofe by Lume ( the 
Earl of Marck.) ftanding behind him 3 for the 
low Dutch call Spectacles Brills, and they have a 

jeering proverb when they hamper a man, that 
they put Spectacles upon his nofe and a fnarrle in 
his mouth. About the fame time there had 
been a considerable prejudice done to the Spanifh 
affairs, by Queen Elizabeth's feizing ( upon fome 
old fcores ) a good fumme of raony, pafting in- 
to Flanders for the payment of their forces 3 and 
not being by any means prevail'd with to reftore 
the fame. 

Thus in 1 570 began the fecond great commo- 
tion in thefe Countries, fo that the Prince of 0- 
range coming out of Germany, and clofing with 
the opportunity, proceeds with fuccefs even into 
the heart of the Provinces, coming up to Malins, 
five leagues from Brujfels$ infomuch that if the 
courage of his party had not been damp'd by 
that horrid Maffacre of the P rote ft ants in Paris 
(an. 1572.) the Spa?ziards had been in a fair way 
ofloofing all But whatever the cflfectsof that bar- 
barous and moft inhumane action were in thefe 
Countries , they prov'd of an other nature in 
France, creating new dangers and greater troubles 
to that Crown, as may be feen at large in D r Avi- 



la, whofe expreflion concerning it is, that bloody 

and violent Counfels are feldom feen to produce profpe- 
rous ejfeSis. But the Spaniards now gathering 
ftrength and courage proportionably as the ci- 
thers loft both, Alva becomes able to defend the 
inn ermoft parts of the Provinces, & upon Oranges 
retreating into Holland and making that Coun- 
try the feat of the war, exercifes all manner of 
cruelty in other places. Neverthelefs his Army, 
after a long and bloody fiege, being broken and 
fore'd to rife from before Alcmaer, he becomes 
weary of his employment, rinding too late that 
he was miftaken in his meafures of dealing with 
this People. So that the King alfo growing at 
laft fenfible of the danger, and apprehenfive of 
the total defection of all the Provinces, transfers 
the Government ( an- 1 573. ) upon Lewis of Re- 
qui fens, high Commander of the Kingdom of Ca- 
ftile^ tho it has been the opinion of fome, that 
Philip ihould either not have fent Alva hither, or 
never have recall'd him. A man he was of fo 
\itz\c companion, or indeed humanity, that he is 
reported to have made it his brag, that he had 
brought above 18000. perfons to their end by 
the hand of Juftice3 arid whofe barbarous acti- 
ons are look'd upon at leaft in a great meafure to 
juftify the Revolt of this miferable People. 

Requifens had no fooner taken the reins of Go- L evP i s 0 f 
vernment into his hands, but he gave the Flem- Requifens 
mings great fatisfaction by pulling down the in- fucceeJs 
folent Statue of Alva, fet up as is aforcfaid, in Alva. 
the Citadel of Antwerp : but he dying foon after, 
without any provifion made by the King for a 
SuccefTor, the fupreme Power devolved by cu- 
ftome upon the high Council 3 upon which, as 
Bentivoglio obferves> happen'd the moft violent 
agitations that ever Flanders felt. 

For the Spanijh Army having taken Zirickzfea, Mutiny of 
and being ( contrary to their expectation ) deni'd the Spa- 
the plunder of the Town, prefently raife a dan- nijh Sol- 
gerous mutiny 5 and fome of their Troops fiezing diers. 
Aloft, a Town neer Bruffels, all forts of people in 
that City, leaving their fhops and bufinefs, in an 
outragious manner run to Arms 3 killing the Spa- 
niards they met, and compelling the Council to 
content to the utter expulfion of fbrreigners out 
of the Low-Countries, and to call a general Af- 
fembly of the Eftates. 

We muft not forget that there was a great 
reputation gotten to the fide of the Confederates 
the year before thefe things happen'd ( viz. 1 575. 
bv a treatv held at Breda between the Kin^s Com- 
miftioners, the Deputies of the Prince of Orange, 
and the States and Cities of Holland and Zea- 
land, Bommel and Buren with their AlTociates. 
But now {viz* an. 1576".) the States being af- Pacific a- 
fembl'd at Ghent , without any conteft agreed t ion of 
upon that Act, -which was afterwards call'd Ghent. 
the Pacification of Ghent, 6c whereby was conclu- 
ded an everlafting firm peace, confederacy and union 
( between theie Countries ) to the end that the In- 
habitants of all the' Netherlands being united to- 
gether by indijfoluble friend/hip and agreement fhoz/ld 
at all times, and upon all occafions ajjzft each other, 
with Counfel, Aid, Goods, and Bloody and efpecial- 
ly to expel and keep out of thefe Countries, all Spa- 
nifh and other forreign S oldiers, and their adherents 5 
and to reftore unto them the zije of their own Rights, 
Cuftoms, Priviledges, and Liberties, that is to re- 
ftore all the ancient forms of Government and 
Judicature ( trampl'd fo lately upon by the Duke 
of Alva ) and refer matters of Religion in each 
Country to the provincial Eftates. According to 
this agreement the German Forces (fo that the 
Spaniards cannot fay the animolity was particu- 
larly againft them ) were compell'd to abandon 
the Cities of Zirick-fe** Berghen op Zoom, Steen- 
F 2 berghen, 
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Berghen, Tolen, the Bofch, Breda , Gr*z/<?, Campen, 
and Deventer; the States fbon after mattering 
and demolifhing the Caftles of Utrecht, An- 
twerp, and Groningen, about which time the 
Spanijh Forces refilling to depart were declared 
Traytors, whereupon they forcd and plundered 
divers places,and particularly the rich City of Ant- 
werp, which thing contributed very much to the 
alienating of the Peoples affections from their 
Prince, and even of fuch as before had ftuck very 
firm to his intcreft. 
Von John Do/l 3° hn of Auft ria * appointed by Philip II- u- 
ifAuftria P on n ' s ratifying the pacification of Ghent (which 

* was done not without fome reluctancy ) is ad- 
mitted Governor by the States, the Provinces of 
Holland and Zealand being influenced by the 
Prince of Orange to give their confent, altho he 
at firft had labour'd very much to have him not 
received but upon other, and thofe more fevere, 
terms. Upon his fending away the Spanijh Forces 
out of thefe Countries, it is not to be imagined 
with what univerfal joy he was receiv'd into Bru- 
xels 3 tho he perceiv'd foon after that he was to 
do nothing but as fubject rather to the Council 
of State, then as Deputy of Philip II. fo that by 
no means brooking tins precarious way of Go- 
verning, he contrived and effected the furprizal of 
the Caftle of Namzir, to facilitate, by reafon of 

its neighbourhood to Luxenburg, (which Pro 
vince adher'd more then molt others to the Spa- 
nijh intereft) the receiving of fuch forces as he 
perceiv'd an abfolute neceflity of recalling out of 
Italy. A fair opportunity offer'd its felf for his exe- 
cuting this delign, tho it may be fomwhat diver- 
ting to conlider that in his method of accompliih- 
ing it, he was grofsly miftaken and impos'd upon 
lumfelf For his pretence of going to that place 
was a complemental meeting of Margaret ot'Va- 
lois, Queen of Navarre, then likewife pretending 
a Voyage for her health to the Spaw waters: 
whereas her real bufinefs was to promote the e- 
lection of the Duke of Alenfon ( againft the inter- 
eft of Spain ) to the Government of thefe Coun- 
tries. 

The new Don John in this, and the like matters , noto- 
party of riouily violating the Pacification of Ghent , the 
Malecon- People revolt again, and the States fending for 
tents. the Prince of Orange to Bruxels, by joynt confent 

create him Governor of Brabant j which thing 
difpleafing many of the Nobility (who had a 
long while already look'd with an envious eye u- 
pon his greatnefs ) is fuppos'd by fome to have 
given birth to that third party, call'd the Male- 
contents., who chiefly to counterpoize the pow- 
er of Orange, are imagined to have ftuck more 
clofely to Spain and Rome-, for declaring refo- 
Iutely againft all innovation in matters of Religi- 
on, they concurred principally, if not only, with 
the Confederates in that one point of driving out 
all Forreigners. This faction was fram'd especi- 
ally in Hainault and Artois, and the other Walloon 
Countries, and headed by the Duke of Arefchot, 
between whom and the Prince of Orange there had 
formerly been a particular emulation, and who 
Archduke therefore was the chief Author of calling Matthias, 
Matthias. Archduke of Auftria, and the Emperors Brother, 

to the Government : tho he never came to exer- 
cife any real jurifdiction among them, but after 
a little while was contented to return as difho- 
nourably, as he had come unexpectedly into 
thefe Provinces. 

TJnion of The forefaid agreement of Ghent being, by the 
Zitrecht. oppofition of Von John, and much more (as 

fome^ affirm) by the endeavors of that newfa- 
fhion d Party, difappointed of its fuccefc, it was 
thought very requifite for the Confederates to 
bring new ftrength to their caufe, by entring into 



Netherlands,- 

a ftricter and more particular League 5 and this 



was that union wnicn tias Deen lince iook d u- 
pon as the very bafis of their neW Government, 
and which was made and publilh'd from the 
Town-hall at Vtrecht Jan. 229. 157^. between 
the Principality of Geldres and County of Zut- 
phen, the Earldoms and Countries of Holland^ 
Zealatid, Utrecht, and the Fiizjjh Omelands ( ly- 
ing betwixt the two Rivers of the Ems and La- 
wers ) with whom joyn'd fbon after the States 
and Province of Brabant, then Ghent, the Quarters 
of Nimeghen and Arnheim, the Cities of Leewar- 
den, Sneck., Franeker, and certain Bailiages and 
particular gentlemen of Frizeland, the City of 
Venlo, the Prince of Orange, the Count of Rhi- 
nenberg, the Cities of Tpres, Antwerp, Breda, and 

( all thefe within the Compafs of a year ) the Ci- 
ty of Bruges and Land of Vryen. An. 15S4, the 
faid City of Bruges and Land of Vryen, and an, 
158^, the Town of Venlo were in a manner pro- 
fcrib'd and outlawed by the Confederates, for 
their voluntary, defer tion of the Union 5 the Ar- 
ticles whereof are to be feen at large in Aitzema, 
( the fubftance of them fhall be deliver'd in our 
general account of the united Netherlands ) and 
in moft other Authors who have written of their 
afrairsj to whom we likewife refer the Reader for 
a more full hiftorical account of their whole firffc 

war with Spain, and efpecially to Bentiz/oglio, Stra- 
da, Grotius^ Meter an, and Reidanz altho we re- 
ferve many particulars relating to the fame, for 
our feparate defcriptions of every Province and 
City. 

Upon Archduke Matthias (who had come 
without iupport or advice of the Emperor, and 
without approbation of the King of Spain ) his 
departure, the Confederates addrefs themfelves 
for afliftance, firft to England, and then to France* 
fo that Queen Elizabeth having refus'd openly to 
undertake their Protection, it was by the concur- 
ring refblution of the united States ( who before 
this viz. an. 1581. had made a folemn renuncia- 
tion of all obedience and fubjection to the King 
of Spain, declaring him to have fallen from the 
right of Dominion over them ) and the confent 
of the French Court, devolved upon the Duke of 
Alenfon, Brother to Henry IIL But his unlucky 
entrance into Antwerp being made the fame day 
{an. 1582.) that the Prince of Orange happen'd to 
be fhot at by a Bifcayner, rais'd a great jealoufv in 
the Netherlanders againft the French 5 which be- 
ing foon after infinitely encreas'd upon his endea- 
vouring, not without open violence, to make 
himfelf Mafter of the forefaid City, he was fore'd 
to retire , and in a little time to quit both the 
Country and all pretcnfions to the Government - 
upon which thefe Countries were reprefented by 
the picture of a Cow, with the King of Spain fpur- 
nng her, the Queen of England feeding her, the 
Prince of Orange milking her, and the Duke of A- 
lanfon pulling her by the tail, while (he her felf was 
towlmg his fingers. Not long after this the Prince 
of Orange was aifaflin'd at Velph, to the wonder- 
ful grief and confirmation of the whole Confe- 
deracy, fo that great numbers falling off to the 
malecontent Party (that is in effect to Spain) 
and Alexander Farnefe, Prince of Parma, ( who 
had upon the deceafe of Don John, and before the 
election of the Duke of Alenfon, been cftablifh'd 
by Philip II. m the Government of the Nether- 
lands) making a prodigious progrefs, in the re- 
duction of many confiderable places, nay fome 
almoft entire Provinces 5 the affairs of the Union 
began in a manner to be defpair'd of. 

And now were they molt trulv become the 
poor diftreffed States, and had very good reafon 
for making die coin of their Mony a Ship in the 
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wide Ocean, without Sails and Rudder, and 
with this Infcription : Incertum quo fata ferant. In 
which miferable condition they make their 
humble applications to Queen Elizabeth , and 
fhe refufing the foveraignty , enters notwith- 
ftanding into Articles with them, and fends 
them very confiderable fupplies of men and 
money 5 receiving the Brill, Flufhing and Ra- 
?nekinszs caution for the repayment. This was 
done an. 1585, but an. 1587, upon an open war 
between England and Spain, fhe fent them yet 
greater forces under the Earl of Leicefier , who 
was admitted by the States as Govemour of the 
united Provinces 5 and although he was not long 
after recalled upon jealoufies and difcontents a- 
rifing between him and the States, yet it is no- 
toriously known to all the world, that it was 
chiefly by the afliftance of our Nation, both then 
and afterwards, together with that fatal blow 
given by Heaven and England to the Spanijh 
Aionarchy, in the climacterical year of its great- 
nefs (z/iz- an. 1588.) that they were deliver 'd 
from inevitable ruin. Not but that we will al- 
low a great deal to the matchlefs courage and 
conduct of Prince Maurice, ion of the Glorious 
William Prince of Orange, who by the appoint- 
ment of the Confederates fucceeded Leicefier in 
the Government (though with a refervation to 
Queen Elizabeth) and who is well known to have 
made great acquifitions in the time of the Prince 
of Parma (upon his impolitick avocations in- 
to France') and of Mansfeild his Succeffor, as al- 
fo {an. is 97) when Archduke Albert was in the 
like manner diverted about the taking and loo- 

fing of Amiens. 

We omit the many mutinies of both Spanijh 
and Italian Forces, at divers periods of this war, 
but muft not pals by (what we juft now men- 
tion'd ) the frequent commanding of the 
Prince of Parma to the afliftance of the League 
in France (particularly twice to raife the fieges 
of Paris and Rouen) which did mightily alienate 
the minds of the Royal Party, and divers ways 
extreamly prejudice the Spanijh affairs in Flan- 
ders 3 the King of Spain being by the vaft charges 
of fo long a war, and alfo by the incredible da- 
mage fuffer'd in the expedition againft England, 
render d wholly unable at the fame time to keep 
an Army in France, and leave all things well or- 
dered and provided for in the Netherlands. To 
this we may add, that the hardfhips undergone 
in his marches into France, and it may be much 
more the trouble of mind, for the Kings being 
governed by pernicious Counfels, did without 
doubt at leaft haften the death of the Duke of 
Parma, and therefore not a little contribute to 
the fubfequent Iofles of the Crown of Spain. 
This is certain, that after his death ( which hap- 
pen'd at the end of 1 5^2) nothing of moment 
was done on the Spanijh fide (the ancient military 
difcipline feeming loft with him) till fuch time 
as Albert Archduke of Auftria was fent Governour 
of the Low-Countries, (which was at the begin- 
ning of 1 5p6) the defign whereof was fuppos'd, 
that if they could not be recovcr'd for Spain, they 
fhould be made over to him (as was at length 
effected) in dowry with Clara Ifabella Eugenia , 
eldeft daughter of Philip the fecond 3 for it was 
hop'd that he being a German, and living amongft 
them, for fome time , might by degrees reco- 
ver the affections of the people, and by confe- 
quence fecure the remaining, or it may be re- 
cover the loft Provinces : however if it fhould at 
iaft be found necelfary to treat and come to a 
peace with them, it would leflen the disreputa- 
tion of Spain, by not letting it fail directly upon 

that Crown. 



And now parting by in this place die particu- 
lars of both his good and bad fortune (fuch as 
were his taking Oftend h and his being fumciendy 
beaten near Newport by the valour of the En- 
glijh, under the Veres and other Commanders ; ) 
we will haften to the famous truce of twelve 
years, from which the diftinct and acknowledge 
jurifdiction of the united Provinces muft be da- 
ted. 

The prodigious increafe of riches and Naval Reafons 
ftrength of the Confederates by the Eaft-India that pre- 
trade, and the dangerous, though more gradual -vaiVd 
and leifurly growth of the Weft-India Company with both 
(by which the yearly conveiance of Indian Trea- far ties to 
fure from Mexico and Peru into Spain began to be ??;a£e 
infefted) are look'd upon as the firft motives that them en- 
prevail'd with Spain, after fo tedious, expenfive terta'm 
and unfuccesful a war, to think of peace. When thoughts 
the matter began htft to be fet on foot, and in of peace. 
order to procure a fair negotiation, a fufpenfion 
of Arms was proposed, it would not be confented 
to by the confederates , except the Archduke 
would in the firft place declare, that he treated 
with them as free Provinces, and independant in 
relation both to his Dominions and thofe of 
Spain. When this was granted, the bufinefs 
however on their fide was manag'd at one time 
with coldnefs, at another with arrogance, info- 
much that they rais'd fcruples upon every con- 
ceflion 5 having conceiv'd a kind of averfion to 
peace from their profperous fucceffes by land, 
and unparalleled growth by fea, and as fome add 
the fear of being effeminated by meer trade or 
floath , or ( which might prove as fatal ) the 
coming to quarrel among themfelves: the Zea- 
landers efpecially defiring the continuance of the 
war, by which they got more, and were lefs en- 
damaged then the other Provinces. Againft thefe 
confideradons others put the low ebbe of the 
Sf anifh power, and great increafe of the French 
under Henry the Fourth, upon which they very 
rationally concluded, what they have very lately 
experimented, that if the Bulwark of the Spa- 
nifb Dominions which lay between them and 
France were farther weaken'd, their danger would 
be much encreas'd as coming to have (which no 
quefti on would in fome years fall out) both a 
nearer and more potent enemy 5 wherefore they 
thought it good policy to follow the maxime 5 

aye le francois pour ton amy, non pas pour ton uoifin. 

The enmity of Bame-velt, Penfioner of Holland, 
was very great to the family of Orange, and as 
it coft him at laft his life, fo did it give denomi- 
nation to a Party, call'd (upon an occafion of 
the like nature ) of later years the Loveftein 
faction. This man, with feveral others pretended 
to be apprehenfive of the power and authority 
of Prince Maurice (Stadtholder of four of their 
Provinces, as his twoCoufens of the other three) 
which would not be fo great but while he had 
the command of a numerous Army 5 by the af- 
fiftance of which he might probably one day 
enflave their free Provinces 3 fo that the upfhot 
of all would be, they had chang'd their lawful 
and potent King, for a petty Prince and an U- 
furper. 

Thefe are fuppos'd the oppofite motives that 
wrought an inclination in them to peace, which 
however could not be concluded the very treaty 
it felf being almoft broke off, chiefly upon the 
account of fome difficuldes met with in the 
points of Religion and Indian trade 3 though it 
came afterwards , not without many and long 
obftructions, to be reaflum'd , and ended in a 
Truce for twelve years, agreed upon and com- Truce for 
pleated the ninth of April, an. 160?, upon eight twelve 
and thirty Articles, which may be feen at large^^-. 
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Berghen, Tolen, the Bojch, 'Breda, Grave, Campen, 

and Deventer; the States foon after mattering 
and demolifhing the Caftles of Utrecht, An- 
twerp, and Groningen, about which time the 
Spanijh Forces refufing to depart were declar'd 
Tray tors, whereupon they forced and plundered 
divers places,and particularly the rich City of Ant- 
werp, which thing contributed very much to the 
alienating of the Peoples affections from their 
Prince, and even of fuch as before had ftuck very 
firm to his intcreft. 

Don John of Aufiria, appointed by Philip II- u- 
; pon his ratifying the pacification of Ghent (which 
was done not without fome reluctancy ) is ad- 
mitted Governor by the States, the Provinces of 
Holland and Zealand being influenced by the 
Prince of Orange to give their confent, , altho he 
at firft had labour'd very much to have him not 
receiv'd but upon other, and thofe more fevere, 
terms. Upon his lending away the Spanijh Forces 
out of thefe Countries, it is not to be imagined 
with what univerfal joy he was receiv'd into Bru- 
xels 3 tho he perceiv'd foon after that he was to 
do nothing but as fubject rather to the Council 
of State, then as Deputy of Philip II. fo that by 
no means brooking this precarious way of Go- 
verning, he contrived and effected the furprizal of 
the Caftle of Namur, to facilitate, by reafon of 
its neighbourhood to Luxenburg, (which Pro 
vince adher'd more then molt otiiers to the Spa- 
nijh intereft ) the receiving of fuch forces as he 
perceiv'd an abfolute neceflity of recalling out of 
Italy. A fair opportunity orFer'd its felf for his exe- 
cuting this delign, tho it may be fomwhat diver- 
ting to confider that in his method of accompliih- 
ing it, he was grofsly miftaken and impos'd upon 
Iumfelf For his pretence of going to that place 
was a compkmental meeting of Margaret of Va- 
lois, Queen of Navarre, then likewifc pretending 
a Voyage for her health to the Spaw waters.* 
whereas her real bufinefs was to promote the e- 
lection of the Duke of Atenfon ( againft the inter- 
eft of Spain ) to the Government of thefe Coun- 
tries. 

Don John in this, and the like matters , noto- 
noufly violating the Pacification of Ghent, the 
People revolt again, and the States fending for 
the Prince of Orange to Bruxels, by joynt confent 
create him Governor of Brabant 5 which thing 
difpleafing many of the Nobility ( who had a 
long while already look'd with an envious eye u- 
pon his greatnefs } is fuppos'd by fome to have 
given birth to that third party, call'd the Male- 
contents, who chiefly to counterpoize the pow- 
er of Orange, are imagined to have ftuck more 
clofely to Spain and Rome: for declaring refo- 
lutely againft all innovation in matters of Religi- 
°u 9 the ^ concurr 'd principally, ifnotonl^, with 
the Confederates in that one point of driving out 
all Foreigners. This faction was fram'd efpeci- 
ally in Hainault and Artois, and the other Walloon 
Countries and headed by the Duke of Are fc hot, 
between whom and the Prince of Orange there had 
formerly been a particular emulation, and who 
therefore was th c chief Author of calling Matthias, 
Archduke of Aufiria, and the Emperors Brother, 
to the Government : tho he never came to exer^ 
cife any real jurifdiction among them, but after 
a little while was contented to return as diiho- 
nourably, as he had come unexpectedly into 
thefe Provinces. 

The forefaid agreement of G/>ent being, bv the 
oppofioon of Don John, and much more (as 
tome affirm) by the endeavors of that new fa- 
lcon d Party, difappointed of its fucceiL it was 
thought very requifite for the Confederates to 
bring new ftrength to their caufe, by entring into 
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a ftricter and more particular League $ and this 
was that union which has been fince look'd u- 
pon as the very bafis of their new Government, 
and which was made and publifh'd from the 
Town-hall at Utrecht Jan. zp. 1 5 between 
the Principality of Geldres and County of Zut- 
phen, the Earldoms and Countries of Holland^ 
Zeala?id, Utrecht, and the Fiizjjb Omelands (ly- 
ing betwixt the two Rivers of the Ems and La- 
wers) with whom joyn'd foon after the States 
and Province of Brabant, then Ghent, the Quarters 
of Nimeghen and Amheim, the Cities of JLeewar- 

den, Sneck.* Franeker, and certain Bailiagcs and 
particular gentlemen of Frizeland, the City of 
Venlo, the Prince of Orange, the Count of Rhi- 
nenberg, the Cities of Tpres, Antwerp, Breda, and 
(all thefe within the Compafs of a year) the Ci- 
ty of Bruges and Xand ofUryen. ^.1584, the 
faid City of Bruges and Land of Uryen^ and an, 
1586, the Town of Venlo were in a manner pro- 
fcrib'd and outlaw'd by the Confederates, for 
their voluntary, defertion of the Unions the Ar- 
ticles whereof are to be feen at large in Aitzema, 
( the~fubftance of them fhall be delivered in our 
general account of the united Netherlands ) and 
in moft other Authors who have written of their 
affairs 5 to whom we likewife refer the Reader for 
a more full hiftorical account of their whole firft 
war with Spain, and efpecially to Bentiijoglio, Stra- 
da, Grotius? Meter an, and Reidan: altho we re- 

ferve many particulars relating to the fame, for 

our feparate defcriptions of every Province and 
City. 

Upon Archduke Matthias ( who had come r> u t e 
without fupport or advice of the Emperor, and aiZc, 
without approbation of the King of Spain ) his J 
departure, the Confederates addrefs themfelves 
for ailiftance, firft to England, and then to France* 
fo that Queen Elizabeth having refused openly to 
undertake their Protection, it was by the concur- 
ring refolution of the united States ( who before 
this viz, an.\$%t. had made a folemn renuncia- 
tion of all obedience and fubjection to the King 
of Spain, declaring him to have fallen from the 
right of Dominion over them ) and the confent 

of the French Court, devolv'd upon the Duke of 
Alenfon, Brother to Henry IIL But his unlucky 
entrance into Antwerp being made the fame day 
( an. 1582.) that the Prince of Orange happened to 
be ihot at bv a Bifcayner^ rais'd a great jealoufv in 
the Netherlands againft the French $ which be- 
ing foon after infinitely encreas'd upon his endea- 
vouring, not without open violence, to make 
himfelf Mafter of the forefaid City, he was fore'd 
to retire, and in a little time to quit both the 
Country and all pretentions to the Government - 
upon which thefe Countries were reprefented bv 
the picture of a Cow, with the King of Spain fpur- 
nng her the Queen of England feeding her, the 
I nnce of Orange milking her, and the Duke of A- 
lanfon pulling her by the tail, while (he her felf was 
towhng his fingers. Not long after this the Prince 
of Orange was aflaflln d at Delph, to the wonder- 
tul grief and confternarion of the whole Confe- 
deracy, fo that great numbers falling off to the 
malecontent Party (that is in effect to Spain) 
and Alexander Fameje Prince of Parma, (who 
had upon the deceafe of Don John, and before the 

bv P? n r ° r thC D ^° f Ah "f° n > bcen cftablifh'd 

llJ tl I m tkC G ? V *™"*X Of the Nether- 
lands) making a prodigious progrefs, in the re- 
duction of many confiderable places, nay fom C 
almoif enure Province- the ar&rs of the LW 
began in a manner to be defpair'd of 

r?°Z y CTC molt trulv become the 
poor diftreiTed States, and had very good^eafon 
tor rnafcng the coin of their Mony -l Tship inlhe 
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wide Ocean, without Sails and Rudder, and 
with this Infer iption : Incertum quo fata fer ant. In 
which miferable condition they make their 
humble applications to Queen Elizabeth , and 
fhc refilling the foveraignty 5 enters notwith- 
standing into Articles with them, and fends 
them very confiderable fupplics of men and 
money 5 receiving the Brill, Flufhing and Ra- 
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?nekins as caution for the repayment. This was 
done an. 1585, but an. 1587, upon an open war 
between England and Spain, fhe Cent them yet 
greater forces under the Earl of Leicefter , who 
was admitted by the States as Governour of the 
united Provinces 5 and although he was not long 
after recall'd upon jealoufies and difcontents a- 
rifing between him and the States, yet it is no- 
tori ou fly known to all the world, that it was 
chiefly by the afliftance of our Nation, both then 
and afterwards, together with that fatal blow 
given by Heaven and England to the Spanijh 
Monarchy, in the climacterical year of its great- 
nefs (z/iz- an. 1588.} that they were delivered 
from inevitable ruin. Not but that we will al- 
low a great deal to the matchlefs courage and 
conduct of Prince Maurice, foil of the Glorious 
William Prince of Orange, who by the appoint- 
ment of the Confederates fucceeded Leicejler in 
the Government (though with a refervation to 
Queen Elizabeth) and who is well known to have 
made great acquisitions in the time of the Prince 
of Parma (upon his impolitick avocations in- 
to France) and of Mansfeild his Succeffor, as al- 
fo (an. 15 $ 17) when Archduke Albert was in the 
like manner diverted about the taking and loo- 

fing of Amiens, 
call- We omit the many mutinies of both Spanijh 
w of the and Italian Forces, at divers periods of this war, 
rince of but muft not pafs by (what we juft now men- 
arma in- tion'd ) the frequent commanding of the 
0 Fra?ice Prince of Parma to the afliftance of the League 

in France (particularly twice to raife the fieges 
of Paris and Rouen) which did mightily alienate 
the minds of the Royal Party, and divers ways 
extreamly prejudice the Spanijh affairs in Flan- 
ders 5 the King of Spain being by the vaft charges 
of fo long a war, and alfo by the incredible da- 
mage fufFer'd in the expedition againft England, 
render d wholly unable at the fame time to keep 
an Army in France, and leave all things well or- 
der'd and provided for in the Netherlands. To 
this we may add, that the hardftiips undergone 
in his marches into France, and it may be much 
more the trouble of mind, for the Kings being 
governed by pernicious Counfcls, did without 
doubt at leaft haften the death of the Duke of 
Parma, and therefore not a little contribute to 
the fubfequent Iofles of the Crown of Spain. 
This is certain, that after his death ( which hap- 
pen'd at the end of 15^2) nothing of moment 
was done on the Spanijh fide (the ancient military 
difcipline feeming loft with him) till fuch time 
as Albert Archduke of Aujlria was fent Governour 
of the Low-Countries, (which was at the begin- 
ning of 1 5p&) the defign whereof was fuppos'd, 
that if they could not be recovered* for Spain, they 
(hould be made over to him (as was at length 
efFected) in dowry with Clara Ifabella Eugenia , 
cldeft daughter of Philip the fecond 5 for it was 
hop'd that he being a German, and living amongft 
them, for fome time, might by degrees reco- 
ver the affections of the people, and by confe- 
quence fecure the remaining, or it may be re- 
cover the loft Provinces : however if it fhould at 
Iaft be found neceffary to treat and come to a 
peace with them, it would leflen the difreputa- 
tion of Spain, by not letting it fall directly upon 
that Crown. 
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And now pafling by in this place die particu- 
lars of both his good and bad fortune (fucJi as 
were his taking OJiend ; and his being fufticicntly 
beaten near Newport by the valour of the En- 
glijh, under the Veres and other Commanders 5 ) 
we will haften to the famous truce of twelve 
years, from which the diftinct and acknowledged 
jurifdiction of the united Provinces muft be da- 
ted. 

The prodigious increafe of riches and Naval Reafons 
ftrength of the Confederates by the EaR-India. that pre- 
trade, and the dangerous, though more gradual z/aifd 
and leifurly growth of the Weft-India Company with both 
(by which the yearly convciancc of Indian Trea- parties to 
fu re from Mexico and Peru into Spain began to be make 
infefted) are look'd upon as the firft motives that them en- 
prevail'd with Spain, after fo tedious, expenfive tertain 
and unfuccesful a war, to think of peace. When thoughts 
the matter began hrft to be fet on foot, and in of peace. 
order to procure a fair negotiation, a fufpenfion 
of A rms was propos'd,it would not be confented 
toby the confederates, except the Archduke 
would in the firft place declare, that he treated 
with them as free Provinces, and independant in 
• relation both to his Dominions and thofe of 
Spain. When this was granted, the bufinefs 
however on their fide was manag'd at one time 
with coldnefs, at another with arrogance, info- 
much that they rais'd fcruples upon every con- 
ceflion 5 having conceiv'd a kind of averfion to 
peace from their profperous fucceffes by land, 
and unparallel'd growth by fea, and as fome add 
the fear of being effeminated by meer trade or 
floath, or (which might prove as fatal) the 
coming to quarrel among themfelves: the Zea- 
landers efpecially dcfiring the continuance of the 
war, by which they got more, and were lefs en- 
damaged then the other Provinces. Againft thefe 
confiderations others put the low ebbe of the 
Spanijh power, and great increafe of the French 
under Henry the Fourth, upon which they very 
rationally concluded, what they have very lately 
experimented, that if the Bulwark of the Spa- 
nijh Dominions which lay between them and 
France were farther weaken'd, their danger would 
be much encreas'd as coming to have (which no 
queftion would in fome years fall out) both a 
nearer and more potent enemy 5 wherefore they 
thought it good policy to follow the maxime 5 
aye le francois pour ton amy, non pas pour ton voifin. 
The enmity of Barnevelt, Penfioner of Holland, 
was very great to the family of Orange, and as 
it cofthim at laft his life, fo did it give denomi- 
nation to a Party, call'd (upon an occafion of 
the like nature ) of later years the Lovejlein 
faction. This man, with feveral others pretended 
to be apprehenfive of the power and authority 
of Prince Maurice (Stadtholder of four of their 
Provinces, as his twoCoufens of the other three) 
which would not be fo great but while he had 
the command of a numerous Army 5 by the af- 
fiftance of which he might probably one day 
enflave their free Provinces 5 fo that the upfhot 
of all would be, they had chang'd their lawful 
and potent King, for a petty Prince and an U- 
furper. 

Thefe are fiippos'd the oppofite motives that 
wrought an inclination in them to peace, which 
however could not be concluded $ the very treaty 
it felf being almoft broke of£ chiefly upon the 
account of fome difficulties met with in the 
points of Religion and Indian trade 5 though it 
came afterwards , not without many and long 
obftructions, to be reaflum'd , and ended in a 
Truce for twelve years, agreed upon and com- Truce for 
pleated the ninth of April, an. 1609, upon eight twelve 

and thirty Articles, which may be feen at largc^^ 

G in 



+ 



±6 N E T H E 

in Gotofredus, though he makes but feven and 
thirty of them. The management of this whole 
affair may be feen in Bentivoglio, Grotius and o- 
thers 5 the principal and moft considerable points 
whereof were, that the Archdukes (fo are Albert 
and Ifabella ftiTd) declar'd they made truce with 
the united Provinces, as with free States, unto 
which they did not make any pretence at all 5 
and obliged themf elves, that the King of Spain 
fhould ratify the feme Declaration, together with 
all the reft 5 which was afterwards punctually 
perfbrm'dj wherefore it feems Arrange that Dr. 
Heylin fhould (ay Philip the fourth of Spain Juc- 
ceeded Ifabella bis Aunt in the pojfejfion of Jome, and 
title to all the Belgick Provinces. 2. That all pri- 
foners fhould be releas'd on both fides without 
ranfbm. 3. That each party fhould enjoy what 
they were then poflefs'd of 4. That there fhould 
be a free trade and commerce. And 5. That 
during the faid term of twelve years no new 
fortifications fhould be rais'd on either fide. 

When this Truce was concluded there were 
under the Spanifh, or Archdukes jurifdiction, the 
beft part of Brabant, and of the Earldome of 
Flanders, the Dukedom es of Lint burg and Luxen- 
burg, part of Gelderland, the Earldomes of Ar~ 
tois, Hainault, and Namur, the Marquifate of the 
holy Empire, the Lordfhip of Malins, and the 
County of Linghen in Weftphalia. It muft be re- 
mcmbred that Spain had enlarg'd its Dominion 
in thefe Countries, and brought that of the Con- 
federates into narrower bounds, as well under 
the Government of Parma, as Archduke Albert. 

For Gaunt, Tpres, Bruges, 0 fiend and Antwerp, with 
divers other confiderable places in Brabant and 
Flanders , had either by force of Arms or Vo- 
luntary defertion been quite cut off from the U- 
nion, and were never after recovered by the Con- 
federates. From whom Maeftricht and the Bofch 
were taken an. 1 57 y 5 as Hulft 1596$ and an.i 605 
the foremention'd County of Linghen, and 01- 

denziel in Overyfel- 0 and to omit others, an. 1606 
Groll and Rhynberg 5 all which places were retaken, 
and together with divers others added to the Ter- 
ritories of theStates,in theCourfe of that war which 
broke out an. 1621, by thofe admirable Com- 
manders Prince Maurice of Naff aw, and Henry 
Frederick his Brother and Succeftor in the Stadt- 
holderfhip. The latter of thefe did {an. 1632) 
befides other places {Groll, Boisleduc and Wefel 
were taken before ) fubdue Venlo , Ruremund , 
Maeftricht, the fourth quarter of Geldres, till that 
time under Spain, and the Province of Limburg s 
though all of them do not continue under the 
confederate States unto this day. 

In the fame war, which began later, but lafted 
Jonger,between the two crowns,thefe places were 
conquer'd by the French (then in a ftridt League 
defensive and offenfive with the Dutch) vi%. Arras, 
Hefdin, Graveling, Bourbourg, Mardike, Com tray \ 
Fumes, Winocksberg, Dunkirk^ Bethune , Lilliers\ 
Belle, Armentiers, Bapafme, la Bafuee, Tpres, Me- 
neve, Theonville, Monmedy, Danvilliers$ to' omit 

other Towns and Fortrcffes in the Provinces of 

Hainault, Flanders and Artois. 

Bu 5 n ? w to §et a clearer and more perfect I- 

1 j r prefent ftace of the Spanijb Nether- 
lands 5 fo as to make a tolerable conjecture of 
their power and ftrength, we muft inform our 
ielves wha t places were reftor'd unto them and 
what retained, either by French or Dutch, upon 
the conclufion of the former, or any other fub- 
fequent war. And of this matter we cannot 
mve a better account then out of the four trea- 
ties or peace 3 that of Munfter 1*48 5 that 
cone uded in the Iflc of P he f ant Jan. (com! 
monly called die iW** Treat andrh7>^ 
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others of Aix la Chapelle and Nimeghen $ thehxft 
of which was completed an. 1 668, the other an. 
167S. 

1 . By the peace of Munfter (concluded between 
the Spaniard and Dutch on the thirtieth of Jan. 
164.8. S. N.) the States General of the united 
Provinces were declared and acknowledged by 
Philip the fourth of Spain, to be free and Sove- 
reign States, Provinces and Countries, 4*rc. to 
which neither he nor his Heirs or Succeffors 
fhould ever lay any claim. 

Each fide was to keep and enjoy what they 
were then poflefs'd of 5 all right being exprefsly 
refign'd by the Spaniard to the Mayory of Bois- 
leduc, with theappurtenances5theTown and Mar- 
quifate ofBerghen op Zoom, the Town and Barony 
of Breda, the Town of Maeftricht, with its juris- 
diction 5 the Country of Groenhof, the Town of 
Grave, and the County of Luychhulft 5 the Bay- 
lifhipof Hulft, Hulfter-Ambatl, and Ambacl h and 
all the Forts poffefs'd by the Dutch in the Coun- 
try of Waes 3 [The Confederates were long be- 
fore in poffeflion of Sluyce, part of the Country 
of Waes, and divers other confiderable places in 
Flanders.'} That the three places beyond the 
Meufe, viz. Falquimont, Dalem and Rhodeleduc 

fhould remain in the condition they then were 
in, andin cafe of difpute the bufinefs fhould be 
determined in the Cha?nbre miparty. That all 
Towns, Caftles isre. in the Eaft and Weft Indies 
fhould remain to the prefent PofTeffors. By the 
fame treaty were divers things concluded very 
advantageous to the united Provinces in the bu- 
finefs of Trade, and to the Prince of Orange in 
relation to his Lands and Revenues 5 divers things 
being thereby confirmed to him, which had been 
conferred upon him by the States 5 viz. Lands and 
places in Hulfter Ambacht, the Town of Grave, 
County of Luych, the ancien t Barony of Brabant, 
the County and Lord/hips out of Bevergard and 
Cloppenberg. [Here we will note, that an. 1650 
that is two years after the conclufion of this 
peace, the part of Brabant holding with the u- 
nion did confift of fix ftrong and walled Cities 
befides Maeftricht and other places, and a We 
diftricl: of open Country full of Villages and Ha- 
bitations, extending it felf to thirty leagues in 
length and ten in breadth, and making up the 
better half for fpace of ground of the whole 
Dukedome.] By the fame peace the high part of 
Geldres was to be chang d by the Spaniard for 
an equivalence within fix months , tec. On the 
fide of Spain were to be demolifiYd the Forts St. 

I j L° n V> rr C z S * ar f° rt > th * forts St. Terefe. St. 
Frederick, St. Ifabella, and St. Paul 5 and the Re- 
doubt Papemuts 5 on ^thc other fide, the two 
forts in tne Ifland of Cafant called Orange and 

ST' °^s at the entrance of that 

Ifland 3 and aU the Forts upon the right or Eaft 

fj h ? Schel i^Pt thofe two called Lilll 
ana opznoia 5 touching which demolition it was to 

be agreed upon between the parties , to bring 
matters to an equivalence. S 

<W ?T £ C trcaty of peace concluded as is a- 
forefod between Spain and France in the Ifland 

fines of both Kingdoms , 7 . November i £c 9 

It ^ A P rc J«dice of Spai„ continu d between 
the two Crowns from the year i* 35 ) it was a- 

King fhould retain and enjoy in the Earldome of 
£'°"> *f Cl«« fnd Bailhages of Arras, HefiUn, 
Bapaum, Bethune, LiliersJLens, Pas, and Teroual the 
County of St./W,and all other Bailhages ^dCa 
ftellames withm the faidEarldomeexcefrXfeof 
Ar.and St. omen, and the place oi R J,}n£fct 

fhould 
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fhould be found to be of the appendancics of and their dependanci 
Aire or St. Omers. In thc Earldome of Flanders " ' • pcnaanci 

the place of Graveling, (with the forts Philip Since 
and Hannuin) Bowburg with its Caftcllanies, and 
St. Venant, whether it belong to Flanders or Ar- 
tois. In the Province of Hainault the places of 
Landrecis and Quefnoy, with their Bailhages. 



the Dutchie of Luxenburg, thc places of Theon- 
ville, Montmedy and Vantvilliers, with all their ap- 
purtenances, tec. the City and Provoftfhip of I- 
voy, of Chavency le chafteau , with its Provoft- 
fhip 5 the place and Poft of Merville, fituate up- 

S n thC a£- lc A iV f Cr ^« 3, ^hich place with its 
Provoftftip did formerly belong, partly to the 
Uukcs ot Luxenburg, and partly to thofe of Bar- 
In exchange for Bajfie and Winnoc^berg the pla- 
ces of Marienburg and Philipville with their ap- 
pendancies fituate between the Sambreand Meufe * 
and the place of ^^^,fituate like wife between 
the S^r<? and Meufe-, in fuch manner that his 
molt Chnftian Ma jetty fhould enjoy whatever is 
contain d within the walls and fortifications of 
the Town of Chimay, with utter exclufionof the 
Prince of Chimay, from all manner of right with- 
in the fame, but fo that the faid Prince fhould, 
with fubjeclrion to his moft Chriftian Majefty 
retain whatfoever did formerly belong unto him 
without the foremention'd walls and fortifica- 
tions. On the other fide, his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jelty was obhg d to reftore to thc moft Cathohck 

King, the places of Tpres, Oudenaerd, Dixmude, 
Furnes, with the fortify d pofts of Fintelle, Qjienoq-, 
and Merville upon the Lys, Menene and Comines 
with the forts of St. Amour, Bleverans and Joux- 
the Towns of Rocroy, C ate let and Linchamp : all 
which make but a fmall reftitution out of the ac- 
quifitions made by thc French. 

7 3 ^, By ^ C T f Cat ? of P eace ' concluded at Aix 
la Chapelle the fecond of May 166H S N. 

the French King was obliged to reftore to the" 
King of Spain the County of Burgundy com- 
monly call'd thc French County 5 fnd thereup- 
on the other was to quit all claim to the fortrefs 
ot Charleroy, the Towns of Binch and Aeth the 
places of Doway (the fort of Scarpe being com- 
F riZ rL T 7Ur ??> Oudenaerd, Lille, Armentiers, Cour- 

tray, Winnocksberg and Fumes, with all their appur- 
tenancies, dependancies, annexes, isrc 
r.. 4 * ^7^ hetr catyof peace, holden at Nimeghen 
Lat which were prefent (as Sir William Temple in- 
forms us) from the feveral parts of Chriften- 
dome no fewer then one and twenty AmbafTa- 
dorsj It was concluded and agreed between the 
two Crowns September thc feventcenth 1678 
that the French ^ fhould reftore to the King 

or Spain, the place and fortrefs of Charleroy the 

Aeth,Oudenaerd and Courtray, with their Provoft- 
fhips,Caftellarncs,Appurtenancies and Dependan- 
cies except the Verge of Menin and the Town of 
Conde although pretended formerly by the moft 
Chriftian King to be a member of the Ca/iellanv 
of Aeth. ^ He hkewife obliged himfelf tapS& 
the hands of the moft Catholick King, the City 
and Dutchy of Limburg,with all its de^endandS 
the County of Outermeufe, the City and Citadel 
of Gaunt with all its dependancies 5 thc fort of 

W*r?r7 S r * C 2 un ^ of w «es* the Town and 
Place of Lezczie in Brabant, with its dependancies, 

the Town and place of St. Ghilain (but its forti- 
fications to be raz'd.) The moft ChrWlS 
confideration of thefe and other ConcefW w£ 

call d the Franche County, with all its Town! 
Places ^ f .and the Town of Bezanfon, the Towns 
of Valenciennes Bouchain, Co?zde and their de! 
pcndancics, Cambray and Cambrefis, Aire, St. Omerl 



Bailleul, andCafel, Baly aSdjfiS^ J ^ 

their dependancies 5 and the Town of C/^rle 
mont upon condition that the Spanijh Kin* fhould" 
in the fpace of a year obtain of the Kp if 
Liege, with confent of the Empire, a ceftion of 
the Town of Dinant b o therwife Charlemont to be re- 
ftor d into the hands of his moft Chriftian mL 
IrU* ^ he u non -P n e tformance of which Article 
(chough the moft Catholick King has labour^ 

hX£% P °* lblC ^ h ^mbaladort W 

Cd) ^ aS no , C 1°^ fmcc V ^y like to have 
made a new breach between the two Crowns 
It was hkewife concluded by the aforefaid Trea- 

tZ^ ^ Vlll ^ CS ° ft ¥ Vcr § C of Menin, 1 

vo(t(hip of Mon h being far up in the Country 
which was quitted to the French King in aJ- 

lir\tl T u° Z ^ Lands lyin ^ ^convenientlv for 
cither or both Crowns, fhould be exchanged for 
others more conveniently fituated. 

And now, having (as far as was requifite) ta- 
ken a fummary of thefe four Treatics> we cJn- 
fider, that in the time of Archduke Albert the im- 

li C Su ° fo y cre ^ cs of , the Spanijb Provinces were 
generally reckon'd to be the Caftle of Antwerp. 

the ftrong Towns of Bois-le due, Graveling, Dun- 

I ? a f 9 °$ end > Teroua ™ e > Hejdin, Mons in Hai- 
nault Valenciennes Philippeville and Marienburo . 

and that almoft all thefe confiderable places (fe! 
fides manv others have been fince taken, and 
moft of them ftill retain d by the enemies of 
Spam : we muft needs confefs, that this princi- 
pal Bulwark of Chriitendome agamft the French, 
is fo far weaken d that (even fuppofing an entire 
conjunction of all mterefted Princes and States 
to thatpurpofe) it may prove the bufinefs of forae 
ages thoroughly to repair it. 

To the time of Philip the fecond there were Bifhop- 
four Bifhopncks in the feventeen Provinces, (ta- ricks 

king m C ambray) viz. Arras Toumey, Cambray, and 

Vtrecht 5 all the reft being inftituted and erected 
in, or after the year 1 5 5^. ' 

The Bifhoprick of Arras was feparated from Arras 
that ot Cambray (to which it had been annexed 
* or * Jons while) about the vear 10.94. to the 
jurifdiction whereof are fubject, the Towns of 

Arras Dorvay, Bethune, Bapaume, Lens Armentiers, 

Bouchain, and Bafee h with divers other places of 
meaner rank. 

Cambray - was made a Metropolitan See, at the Cambray 
erection ot the new BiPnopncks bv Philip the fe- 
cond, having been a Bifhoprick from the vear 
390. Under its jurifdiction, are Landrecies, AveJ* 
nes, Bhich, Beaumont, Brenne, Soignes, Maubeuge, 
Chimay, and in a manner all Hainault, Cambrefis, 

fome part of Artois , and of Valenciennes and 
Tournay. 

The Bifhoprick of Tournay was erected about Toumav 
the year 480 5 and was afterwards united with 
the Bifhoprick of Noyon continuing fo almoft fix 
hundred years. About the year 1 12 1, thc Bifhop 
of Noyon confented to the feparation of them - 
St. Bernard, as is reported, having Jabourd much 

with the Pope for the getting the fame effected. 

The Bifhoprick ot Vtrecht is a See alfo of great 7,>w^ 
antiquity 5 for it was erected by Pope Sergius in W Tect3r ' 
the year 690 5 though it did not afcend to the e- 
minence of a Metropolitan till die vear 15^1. 
After which year it had under it ( according to* 
Gotojredus) five of the new inftituted Bifhopricks - 
and for its own particular limits, it containd an' 
ciently all the territory of Vtrecht, and part of 
Holland and Gelderland, with the Seignories of 
Bur en, C ulenburg and Vianen 5 in which fpace of 

ground were comprehended thirty Towns, and a 

G 2 verv 
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a very great number of Villages. See more in 
the parcicular Defcription of the Province of V- 

TheBifhoprickof Sc. Omers was founded after 
che razing of che Town of Terouanne by Charles 
the fifth (which happen A an. 155 3); the Revenues 
of the Bifhop of Terouan being divided between 
this and the two Bifhopricks of Bulleyn in France ; 
and Tpres in Flanders. But che compleat erection 
of the Collegiate Church of Sc. Omers inco a Ca- 
chedral was noc effected cill the year 1555*5 un- 
der the jurifdiction wherof are the Town of St. 
Omers, Aire, Hefdin, Graveling, with many \ lUages 

in Art oh and Flanders. 

In che fame year viz, 1559, was likewife e- 
rected and advanced co Archiepifcopal Dignity , 
the Collegiace Church of Sc. Rambold at Mechlin 
( or Malins ) having under its jurifdiction no 
fewer chen feventeen Towns (befides thofe that 
were under ics Tub jected Bifhops) in che number of 
which were Mechlin, Lovain, Bruffels, Tilemont, 
Lande, Die ft and Arefchot, and a great many fmaller 
Villages; ics cerricory reaching fixcy miles in length 
and half as much in breadch.Thefe following too 

Epifcopal, . . . 

The Church of St. John in Gaunt 3 concaining 
in its Diocefs four confiderable Towns (of which 
Gaunt and Ondena&d are two) and no fmall num- 
ber of Villages, lying in che Province of Flanders. 

The Collegiace Church of our Lady at Ant- 
werp 3 wich feven cowns under its jurifdiction , a- 
mong which, Antwerp, Lire, Bergues, isfc. and ma- 
ny Villages. 

The Collegiate Church of Sc. John in Bois-le 
due 5 having under ic Bois-le due, Helmont , Bom* 
mel, and feven other Towns, befides divers Vil- 
lages. 

The Church of Sc. Donat in Bruges $ com- 
prehending within its Diocefs , Bruges , Sluce , 
Aerdenburg-, wich fix other Towns, and many 
Villages. 

The Collegiace Church of the Holy Ghoft at 
Ruremond 3 concaining within its jurifdiction, Ru- 
remund, Nimeghen, Zutphen and Venlo 5 befides fix 
ocher good Towns 3 wich many places of lefler 
noce, and a great number of Villages. 

The Monaftery of the Regular Canons in the 
Church of St. Martin in Tpres was the fame year 
made a Cathedral Church of fecular Canons 3 
concaining under ic, Tpres, Dunkirk^ Fumes, and 
feven ocher confiderable Towns 5 wich many fmall 
ones, and divers Villages. 

The Parochial Church of St. Bavon in Haerlem, 
was at the fame time made a Cathedral 5 com- 
prehending within its Diocefs twelve Towns and 
many Villages of the Province of Holland. 

The Collegiate Church of Si. Levin at Deven- 
/er 3 containing under its jurifdiction five and twen- 
ty Towns, and feveral Villages. 

The Collegiate Church of Sc. Peter ac Middle- 
burg (in Zealand) with ten Towns and many Vil- 
lages fubjected co ic. 

The Parochial Church of St. K/7at Leewarden, 
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comprehending within its Diocefs ten Towns, 

and many Villages. 

The Parochial Church of St. Martin, in Gro-Gronin- 
ningen, containing under its jurifdiction all the^.^ 
Territory of Groningen, which is very large 3 with 
fome neighbouring Iflands upon the Frizifh Shore. 

In this manner were the new Bifhopricks (ma- 
king up with the old, and Cambray which was then 
made an Archbifhoprick, the number of feven- 
teen;) eftablifhed by that zealous King, Philip the 
fecond of Spaing but when divers of thefe Pro- 
vinces came to be divided from the reft, and re- 
duced under the diftinct dominion of the united 
States, all the Bifhopricks wichin their jurifdiction 
were, upon che alceracion of Religion as well as 
Government, utterly abolifh'd 3 the Revenues of 
them, together with others of the like nature, be- 
ing either annex'd to the publick Income, or be- 
ftow'd fome other way for pious ufes 3 fb that 
the prefent imployment of them is not an ut- 
ter alienation from the fervice of God, and of re- 
ligion. The Bifhopricks were thus difpos'd under 
their refpective Archbifhopricks 3 viz. 

1 . Under Cambray were, Arras, Tournay, St. 0- 
mers, and Namur. 

2. Under Machlin-^ Antwerpe, Gaunt, Bruges, 
Bois-le due, Tpre, and Ruremond. 

3. Under Vtrecht$ Harlem, Deventer, Middle- 
burg, and Leewarden. 

Univerfities in thefe Countries are, in the Spa- ztniver- 
nifh Netherlands, Louvain, and Dow ay. In the fities. 
United 3 Leyden, Franeker, Groningen, Utrecht^ and 

Harderwicki U Abbe fays that the confederate 
States have erected three Univerfities in their Do- 
minions 3 vis&z Leyden in Holland, Franeker in Weft- 
frizeland, and at Groningen, the Metropolis of the 
Province. And that fome add others of a later 
erection, fuch as are thofe of Breda, ZHrecht, Am- 
fterdam i&c 3 which in his opinion , ought to be 
look'd upon as nothing more then a kind of Col- 
legiate, or famous Schools. That Author is cri- 
tical enough himfelf upon the leaft failure of o- 
thers 5 yet will we excufe him for not mentioning 
Harderwic&Jbccauk it was not made an Univerfity 
till the year 1648, which was fome time after the 
firft publication of his book (although he has 
fince inferted divers things of a later date, in his 
other editions of the fame book) buc that he 
fhould make no other account oR/trecht, (omitted 
alfo, I cannot tell upon what account, by Heylin\ 
which was erected into an Univerfity, with all 
its effencials of Profeffors in each faculty (a more 
particular account whereof is given by Mr. Ray 
in his Travels) is can. 1^35 , feems altogether 
unpardonable-Unlefs perhaps it may be a diminu- 
tion to Utrecht, that its erection was not from the 
States General, which fome others boaft o£ 

Of all thefe Univerfities we fhaU treat more 
largely in the Defcriptions of their refpective Pro- 
vinces 5 where we (hall likewife take care to give 
fome account of pcrfons of fame and reputa- 
tion 3 efpccially of fuch as became remarkable 
either for Learning or Martial achievements. 
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Of feveral things particularly relating to the 

Spanifh Netherlands, 

Confidcr'd by themfelves. 





□r difcourfe concerning 
thefe Countries has been 
hitherto for the moffc 
part of a more general 
nature 3 now muft we 
come to treat of them 
confider'd as two di- 
ftinct Dominions, very 
much differing in the 
matter of Trade, Coins, 
Government, and divers ocher particulars. 

And here we muft ingenuoufly tell the Reader, 
that we are in a manner neceffitated to be very 
brief in chis our difcourfe concerning the Spanifh 
Netherlands 3 which we defirc him to impute, 
pardy to cheir near agreement with the Coun- 
tries of the Union ( of which we defign a consi- 
derably large account of this nacure) 3 but much 
more to the fcarcity of fuch Writers as have treat- 
ed of them diftinctly confider'd by themfelves 
( or at leaft at any full and tolerable rate ) fince 
they became the only remaining Provinces to the 
King of Spain. And yet we hope, thac from our 
feveral difcourfes concerning each of them, the 
ingenious Reader will be able to make a true 
eftimate of che whole Body 5 and frame to him- 
felf as perfect an Idea of their prefent condition 
as to ftrcngrh, riches, and other the moil confi- 
derable points, as if we had been much larger in 
this our general account of the fame 

Although in the feveral Provinces there are 
different Coins, yet are they generally currant ac- 
cording to the rate of Brabant 5 Englifh, French, 
Spanifh and German Pieces pafiing alfo at a cer- 
tain value throughout all the low Countries. 

As for the proper Money of the Spanifh Ne- 
therlands, we will compare it with our own, and 
begin with the Negenmanneken , which is worth 
about half a Farthing 5 then the Oortken or Crken, 
the fourth pare of a Stiver, which is of equal va- 
lue wich a Parching , or fomewhat more 3 after 
this the Pat or, . or Penny ( tho k be fomewhat 
more ) which they call in Flemmifh Stuyoer. The 
half Patacoon is worth about two Shillings 3 the 
Patacoon double the fame. The Silveren Croon, 

that is Silver Crown, is in value a little lefs then 



the Englifh Crown. The Philip Dollar is worth 
about four Shillings, and the half Dollar two 
Shillings. Their pieces of Gold may be valued 
thus 5 the Albertus is about eight Shillings, and 
the half Albertus four Shillings. The Gold Crown 
is fomewhat above fix Shillings. The Soveranen, 
or Soveraign, is in value near eighteen Shillings 
and fix Pence $ che hal£ and quarcer pieces bear- 
ing a proportionable rate 5 the double Duckat is 
worth twelve Shillings and fix Pence 5 and the 
fingle Ducat is half as much. 

The money-trade of Antwerp has been very 
great, and for large Summs, efpecially when che 
King of Spain had any general disburfemencs co 
be made, by reafbn of his wars in thefe or the 
Ndghbouring Councries. The races of their cur- 
rant Pieces of money either at Antwerp^ or indeed 
generally throughout the Spanifh Netherla?ids, ac- 
cording to Roberts in his Map of Commerce , 
are thus: Eight Doits make a Stiver 5 ten Stivers 
a Shilling Sterling 5 two Blanks a Stiver and half] 
fix Stivers a Shilling Flemmijh 3 eight and twenty 
a Gelder, which is three Shillings and four pence 
Flemijh. Twenty Shillings a pound or fix Gilders : 
a hundred pound Flemifh make fixty Englijh, fb 
that twenty Stivers may be reckoned twolhiJlmgs 
fterling 5 and one pound Flemijh twelve /hillings 
fterling3 and cwency Shillings Seeding, three and 
thirty Shillings and four pence Flemmijh. The 
rates put upon pieces of mony by Col. Lockart, 
when Governor of Dunkirk ( vi^. abouc die year 
1 6$ 3 ) were in this manner, 

Old Jacobus to go at fifteen Gilders. 

The new Jacobus, and Carolus 5 at fourcecn 
Gilders. 

Englifh Shilling at thirteen Stivers. 

Englifh half Crown at cwo and thirty Stivers 
and half 

Golden Spanifh Piftol at eleven Gilders. 
Gold Rial at eight Gilders. 
Gold Soveraigne at eighceen Gilders. 
Gold double Ducac ac twelve Gilders. 
Gold French Crown ac five Gilders cen Stivers, 
Gold Hungarian Ducat ac fix Gilders. 
Gold Albcrtine at feevn Gilders, ten Stivers. 
Gold Rheniih Gilder at three Gilders , fifteen 
Stivers. G Gold 
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Gold Riders of Zealand at feven Gilders, ten 
Stivers. 

The double and half ones proportionally. 
Gold Flemifh Crown at four Gilders, fixteen 
Stivers. 

Italian Piftol at nine Gilders twelve Stivers. 
Gold Crown of Liege three Gilders, ten Sti- 
vers. 

Silver Ducatoon at three Gilders, fifteen Sti- 
vers. 

Hemifh or fcaled Patacoon at three Gilders 
Silver Lewis at three Gilders. 
Holland Rix Dollar three Gilders. 
The half one proportionally. 
Cardicue of weight one Gilder. 
French Tefioon of weight nineteen Stivers. 
French firvcr Franck or Livre of weight at one 
G tiilder and (even Stivers. 

The half and quarter in proportion. 

Flemifh Shilling at feven Stivers and half 

The half Shilling, in proportion. 

Zealand Shilling, at feven Stivers. 

Flemifh floorer, at two Savers and half 

Flemifh ten Stivers, at twelve Stivers. 

Flemifh five Stivers, at fix Stivers. 

Flemifh Stiver and marked piece, at one Saver 
or four Farthings. 

Within this laft Century the Trade and Riches 
of the United Provinces have had a prodigious 
encreafe, mfomuch that they are fuppos'd fome 
years ago to have pafs'd the term of their full 
growth, and may be look'd upon now as in a 
ftate of dedenfion. Neverthelefs the trade of 
the Spanijh NetJyerlands cannot at this day be faid 
to hold any equality with that of the Confede- 
rate States 5 a more particular account whereof is 
refer v'd for another place. In the mean while we 
may obferve here concerning the Merchants of 
Antwerp (and the fame holds in a great meafure 
good of all others under the jurifdidtion of Spain) 
that they have contracted one very bad quality 
of the Spanijh Merchants, and that is very feldome 
to trafhek or adventure their eftates into any o- 
tner dominions but where their Prince is Sove- 
reign; which having rightly confider'd wemuft 
confers, that their trade cannot be of any #reat 
confcquencc, from hence it comes to pafs that 
their traffick is but fmail, and fubfifts more by a la- 
borious induftry of the Inhabitants at home then 
by the care and diligence of their adventurers a- 
broad 5 their fartheft navigations extending but 
to Spam, and ending in fome fecond adventures 
thence to the Indies and that for no great mat- 
w V°vt * o d th ? y ttonHe not die Eaft or 
258* South parts of the world, nor 

hardly England, France or their neighbour States 
for ladings of any confiderable value or mo-' 
ment. 

The principal means by which their fmall traf- 
fick is maintain d, are their feveral forts of choice 
manufactures, and artificial pieces of work for 
which moft of their chief Towns are very fa- 
mous Such are Hangings of Arras, Tap&rr . 
fome forts of Stuffs of Silk, and of Woo^nand 
Linnen ^n exchange for which the Englijb, French 
and other neighbouring Nations bring them 
wool en Cloaths, and Wines, and fome othS 
ufctul commodities and fuch provifions as thev 
want either to fupply theirown occafions orthe 
ncccffitics of thofe Armies which ar??cry frc 

Stii e ^ mamWd > doach'd S^thefe" 
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wrought 5 and this laft place has the Exchange 
upon Antwerp and Franckfort^ of which it makes 
no {mall gains. 

At Valenciennes is made the Stuff called Barra^ 
can, much worn in France, as a good defence a- 
gainft rain : and fine Wbrftadcs whereof there is 

little vended except in Germany and Switzerland- 

in the foil of which Countries it is much us'd for 
bordering of Garments, is'c. 

At Mons are made Grograms or Camlets 
much finer then thofe of Lille $ and great quan- 
tities of coloured Sayes 5 which are exceeding 
fine Serges, and are very marketable through 
Germany. At Toumay are wrought mock Velvets - 

a 9 ^ C % C } OZt u S J D ??? lsfc ?? T ^ies y and' 
ftnp d fluffs for beds, which fell well in Germany 

but not in France. All forts of Ribbons, and par- 
ticularly broad woollen Ribbons h fold in Germa- 
ny 5 all kinds of Stockins, both of fine and coarfe 
yarn. Hence are brought great quantities of 
dy d wool to make Fringes, both Coarfer and 
finer, as alfo Tapiitnes and Table Carpets At 
Vow ay fine woolen Camlets are made, and fent un- 
ay d into Germany, andhkewife into Italy. Bethune 
furnishes other places with Worfiades, which keep 
the name of the Town, of a very excellent Mofs. 

C ambray fuppLes other Countries with that fine 
kind of Lumen Cloath , thence calTd Cam- 
K A rf s f ™ d r s forth Grograms and fine Cam- 
lets (befides thofe rich hangings which take their 

kind of a Staple for Spanijh wool 5 and fuppLes 
many places with Baflard-Satins which bea? i?s 
name. 
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The richeft Tapiftries wherewith the reft n f 
Europe is furm/h'd from thefc Counrri« t 5 " T 

ctoefly at Brufel s ,OudenTeTf^Z^T'n r e?^t 
vides fine Camlets and SeraeT ^d T -f/r? T °~ 



. As for the Royal Income, it depends for what Aw 
* extraordinary upon the contributions of the ^ 
States, amongft whom the diflent of one mem- ' 
reft 7nX£ § F^"* ^ concurrence of the 

J^u % for the ordi n«X and 
fettled Revenue of the Crown, tho by Cuftoms 

and divers forts of Imports it amounts to a good 
yearly value, yet has it not within this laft Cen- 
tury been fo confiderable, as to bear any propor- 

defend Srf^" ? f *i continuJl^arsin 
detence of thefc Countries. The ordinary Reve- 
nue whereof, firft to the Dukes of 
after that to the King of Stain before Sreadf 
was cfomated at three millions of Crowns year- 
y ■, which as fome affirm was more dien an vS 

H<K>ef*l, amounting to one hundred and fifr^ 
thoufand Crowns a month • and ir 
Philip the Second at his firft taS« pofr^^ 
thefe Provinces, was prefented wShl IrSof fof 
ty millions of Florens rr> ; j • s ? ot lor " 
Bnt the prefervmgTf fome ^rf," 1 r year& 

ces, andfruidef^d^vo^towi^r^ ^° Ym ' 
of the reft, did in the lift c^nS^^ 
the Spaniard* great part of his R eturns firL 
^ but has run that MonSfo faf £ 

might have been DUr Uy ? uanut y of ground 

when they lhall abfolutclTrcfen ^"j 1011 t Mt 
muft fhut themfelves upZitKmlltrl *' ^ 
and fignify nothing mKe ffij^ 

nay 
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nay moreover that they cannot perhaps be long 
fafe either in Spain or if they were there to 
fuftain all the forces of France, and not be able 
to make their ufual di verfions by the Netherlands - 

°P5fF ^ lllcn (whenever they are Mafters of the 
Field) they march in four or five days up into 
the very Iflc of France. 

The account of all Dukes, Earls, and other So- 
vereign Lords of thefe Countries fhall be deliver *d 
in their proper places t here we fhall pu t down on- 
ly thofe that were either the fupreme Gover^o-s 
of ail the feventeen Provinces, or their Deputies 
from tile time that they became united under 
one Prince, {viz- Charles the Eft) partly by ri<>ht 
of fuccerfion, partly by that of Conqueit and 
radt The Government was by him for feveral 
years committed to the care of Margaret of Au- 
ftna his Aunt by the fathers fide. 

nors rr^SJ 1 / ***** Pr*? 1 °/ Hun &" r >> and Sifter of 
v Charles V. fucceeded theforefaid Margaret, and 

contmu d Governefs to the year 1555. At which 
time the aforcfaid Charles made a voluntary re- 
signation of all thefe Countries to his Son Philip 
by whom they were committed to the care of E- 
manuel Philibert, his Coufin German, bv the title 

of Legate or Captain General of the Befoick Pro- 
vinces. - 

A ? 15595 the faid Philibert being bv the in- 
tereftpf themoft Catholick King reftor'd to his 
Dominions of Savoy and Piemont, gave place to 
Margaret of Auftria, Dutchefs of Parma and Pla- 
tentia Sifter of Philip the fecond, by whom (he 
was allow d for maintaining her Port and Gran- 
deur, befides the ufual emoluments of that hi~h 
Office, die yearly Summ of 3^000 Crowns ° 

An. i s^camethcDukeof Alva into the Low- 
^ountries and the year following upon the de- 
parture of the Dutchefs of Parma, was conflicted 
iupreme Governor of the Netherlands. 

An. 1573, ^*being recalled was fucceeded by 
Lewis of Reck fens, Grand Commander ofCafli/e 
upon whofe Death (which happen d without 
any provifion made by the King of a SucceiTor) 
the Council of State took the management of 
affairs into their hands by way of devolution 5 
and die States of the Provinces beiW conven'd 
chofe Matthias Archduke of Jbfi^ST^ 
doubting of the Kings approbation. But he not 
long after being as weary of his precarious au- 
thority as the States were of him, return 'd into 

tells lis that upon the furprizing 
of theBnll whichhappen'd about theyear 15™ 
fome of theCmes of Holland and Z ealand, that 
prefentiy after revolted from Spain, put them- 
lclves under the government of William Frince 
of Orange and by the Count of Marks per- 

k would feem that he may pretend to be the firft 
Governor on the States fide 5 and indeed fo he 
really was, both in the time of Matthias and A- 

u 7 bei , I ? g bor )pur'd with an empty title, 

Se ^nfcaS. 0116 ^ ^ 

~J£f* *1?" h r iaS > ^ thc of Don John, Francis 
Hercules de Valois, Duke of Anjou and AJenfon, was 

cfaofen and admitted upon terms by the Union, 
under thentle of Protector of the Belgick StatS 
An. 1585 fucceeded Robert Vudly, Earl of Lei- 
cefter with far greater power ( as we find in feve- 
ral places of Attzemas Notab. Revolut. ) then either 

w£ f Zr,fa T ? ^ G ° v %™or afterwards 

mf„^ r u Wltl !: Hc was at firft chief Com- 
mander ot their Forces, and afterwards chofe 
Governor of their Union. ° 

Prince Maurice of Nafaw, ton of the Glorious 
Wilham Prince of Orange, is plac d by fomcas the 
immediate SucceiTor of his Father LT'c^ 
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fide ; but he was not thorowlv fcttl'd nor 3 -f 
mined tp die fuU exercife of diat power wWch /t 
at lengd ? enjoy'd , as Captain General of t I dr 
forces, till fiich time as the Earl of JMcfftJV^ 
recall d by Queen Elizabeth. Prince Maurice c^- 
tmu d to the year 1^5 in which year hc dyed 
He will deferve a further account amongrfie 
the Governors of the United Netherlands 
We have already related that Archduke 
tbias , chofen upon the death of Requefens, bv the 
Confederate States, was rejedted bv Philip the fe- 

C ? n t 5 /^ muft thcre ( ore S've an account 
ot thole Governors who were appointed or ao- 

^ Vd ,°^ y . thcfaidK i n -5 begmning with Von 
John of Auftria, natural Son of Charles the fift 
who was fent into thefe Countries as his Vice- 
Roy by Philip the Second, about the later end of 
\aL j ie - was J at oppos'd, then after much 

t^f- a? lK fir and fhordv af ' tcr "Pon^ feizing 
the Caaie of Namur, rejected by the confederaS 



An. 1 5 78, Alexander Farnefe, Prince of /W* 



wares confirm'd by the King. 

^ 7/ : 1 5^3, Eme ft us, Count Mansfield, was 
appointed by way of provifion by P/,//^ t h e f e _ 
eond 5 and gave place not long after to £/rr^ 
or Auftna, brother of the Emperor Rcdolplm'^e 
came into the Low-Countries in x 
and dy d in /^rz^ x 5p5 , by ^ hom Count fe- 
was nominated and continu'd to thc vear 
1 55?^» at which time Cardinal Albert \vcb- 
duke : of Auftria, Archbilhopcf Toledo, and mil be- 
tore Vice-Koy of Portugal, was conftituted Go- 
vernor of the Netiierlands, and fo continu'd to 
act in the Rings name till i 5 ^8 5 for then Philip 
gave him all thefe Countries in dowrv with his 
daughter Ifahella Clara Eugenia 5 in which or the 
preceding year, his place was for fome time fup- 
ply d, during Jus abfence in Germany and Spain 
by C ardinal Andrea de Auftria, Bifcop of Con fiance 

An. 162.1 within fix weeks after the expiration 
of the twelve years truce, Archduke Albert dvin- 
without IfTue the foveraigntv of thefe Province? 
according to die Articles of Marriage, return d to 
tiie Xing of Spam, in whofe name they were after- 
wards Govcrn'd by the forefaid Ifabella , to thc 
year 1^34, for (he then dying, Philip the fourth 
committed tiie Government of die Spanijh Ne- 
therlands to his brother i^r<//*W )C aird the Car- 
dinal Infant 5 ^"fio was five years after fucceeded 
by Don John de Melo - y but he being in a few rears 

r f C Tr 1 F * ccolo!n ™** Buke-of Amalfi, was put to 
aie Helm in a moil turbulent and tempeituous 
ltateof arrairs. * 

An. 1 6 \6, Leopold William, Brother to the Em- 
peror Ferdinand the third , was appointed Go- 
vernor; who has been fince fucceeded bv divers 
Grandees, and fome of the blood Royal of Spain - 
fuch as were Don John of Auftria 5 thc Marquis of 
Caracenes the Marquis of Caftel Roderi^- the 
Earl of Montery s and the Duke de villa Hermofa 
who enter d upon die Government about thc end 
ot 1 £74, and continues Vice-Roy to diis prefent 
year 1^80 5 die Prince of Parma being a p poin ted 
to fucceed him. 

The fatal confcqucnccs of dicir rigorous pro- 

CCC a^u m C timc of Fhm * dlc & cond, have 
made the Spaniards ever fince carry a lighter hand 

over their Netherlandifh Provinces 5 judging it 
molt expedient to grant to the remaining Coun- 
tries gratis, what had at length been extorted by 
thc others. Their liberty cannot indeed be Iook'd 
upon in tome refpects fo abfolute as that of the 
united States 5 yet is it as much as very well fatis- 
nes the people, who being generally addicted to 

Ha ri 
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the Religion, and confidering (if it were 

not for their frequent wars ) how far happier they 
would be then their Neighbours of Fra?zce, being 
alfo fince the Revolt of the others considerably 
eas'd in point of taxes, arc become well content 
with their old Matter. 

All publick affairs (befides fuch as belong to 
the general Convention of Eftates) are manag'd 
principally by three Councils, the nrft whereof, is 
the Council of State, an inftitution of the laft 
Age, occafion'd by the multiplicity of bufinefs, 
arifing in their continual wars 5 all matters that 
now belong to this, being before tranfa&ed by 
the Privy Council. It confifts of a Prefident and 
an uncertain number of Counfellors, augmented 
or diminifh'd by the Prince according to the exi- 
gency of affairs. With this Council the Vice- 
Roy deliberates upon the moft weighty Bufinefles, 
fuch as are Peace and War 5 Leagues and Alliances 
to be made with other Princes or Common- 
wealths 3 treating with forreign Ambaffadors $ and 
all other things of a greater and more publick 
concern 5 many matters of importance being 
tranfmitted hither from the other Councils. 

The Privy Council is composed of twelve Coun- 
fellors and a Prefident, who is chofen by the King 
or his Viceroy, and is alfo keeper of the Great 
Seal. Here are matters of Juftice and right 
determin'd,it being a Court fiiperior to all others, 
upon which account it has the power of grant- 
ing privil edges, pardons, and palling divers acts 

of g race and favour. Moreover it has authority 
to make Laws, Ordinances, Statutes and Edicts- 
It belongs likewife to this Council, or Court, to 
determine the bounds and limits of Provinces, 
and to decide all principal controverfies about 
the Right of Lordfhip and Dominion , not only 
relating to Subjects but to mcKinghimfelfTheie 
two Councils ad vife with one another upon oc- 
ean* on, efpecially when any thing emerges of a 
mixt nature, and that feems to appertain to both 
of them. 

Council of The Council of the Financies, or Royal R.e- 
tbe Fi- venue, confifts of three (iiper-intendents , emi- 
nent for their wifdome : the firft of whom is cal- 
led {imply the fiiperintendent of the Financies 3 
the fecond the Treafurer 5 the third the Receiver 
Gcnera! 5 to whom are added certain Commiffaries 
and other inferior Officers. Thus Gotofredus 5 from 
whom differ Guicciardin, V Avity, De Linda, and 
others 3 for they lay this Council is composed of 
three Superintendents, befides a Treafurer, a Re- 
ceiver general, three perfons well vers'd in bufinefs 
of that nature, called Commiftaries5 two Secreta- 
ries and other Officers. To this Council belongs 
the care and management not only of the Princes 
ordinary Demain,but Iikewifeof all extraordinary 
Taxes and Subfidies$as alfo the calling to account 
and taking cognizance of the actions of all in- 
ferior Officers, that are any way employ 'd about 
the Royal Income. Here is care taken that forti- 
fications be not unprovided, and that the publick 
fuffer no dammage for want of feafonable and 
neccnary expenccs 5 the whole charge of a war 
being adjuft ed and proportioned by this Coun- 
cil : to which it likewife belongs, upon confuta- 
tion had with the chamber of accounts, to farm 
out any part of the Royal Revenue. 

This Chamber of accounts (which is really a 
particular branch or member of the forefaid 
Grand Council of the Financies) is kept at Brujfels - 
confiftingof a Prefident and certain {Gotofredus 
fays {even) Mafters of accounts 5 to whom all 
Treafurers and Receivers of the Revenue give 
up their accounts, as well thofe of Brabant and 
its Appendancies,asthofeof theDutchyof Lux- 
tnburg. For it muff be obferv'd, that there are 
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other inferior Chambers of accounts throughout 
thefe Provinces, all which arc fubject to the 
Council of the Financies. Such is that of Lille 
in Flanders, and fuch were formerly thofe of the 
Hague in Holland, ' 2nd Arnbeimin Geldres. 

In the time of die Archduke Albert there 
was another diftinct Council of the Finan- 
cies, call'd in Spanifb, Confejo de la hazienda 5 com- 
pos'd only of Spaniards 3 to whom alfo alone was 
committed the management of all moneys fent 
out of Spain for carrying on the war in thefe Coun- 
tries 3 there being likewife a Council of war at 

the fame time, confirming wholly of Spaniards. 

All thefe Councils follow the Court, as alfo TZ, e Q ran y 
does the Grand Pro voff , who is likewife call'd the p rovo a 
red Rod, from a long red Wand, which he al- J ' 
ways carries in his hand as an Emblem of Juftice. 
Each Province has its peculiar Bayly or Pro volt, 
(that of Brabant is called the Drojfart, which is 
much the fame as the Sherif of a County with 
us) but as the power of all the reft is not extended 
beyond the limits of their proper Country, fo the 
Grand Provoft can act in the abfence of any of 
them, and in any part of the Spanifb Netherlands 3 
being fent upon emergencies by commiffion from 
the Court, and furnifhed with fo great a power 
againft Robbers, Murtherers and Vagabonds,that 
he formerly gave fentence alone in matters of life 
and death without appeal : but there has been of 
latter years joyn'd with him in commiftion for 
caufes criminal, another Officer, who bears the 
(file of a Deputy or Controller. 

The King moreover has his great Council, or Tbegranli 
Parliament at Malins, to which there lies the laft Council. • 
appeal 3 and almoft in every Province there is a 
Parliament,or Provincial Council,though in fomc 
of them (particularly in Brabant) it is call'd the 
Chancery. They go by the civil and Canon Law, 
fo far as neither of them are oppofite to the Prin- 
ces Edicts, nor prejudicial to trie Priviledges or 
Cuftomsof the Country. Thefe Courts confift 
of twelve, fixteen, or eighteen Counfellors and 
a Prefident with fome other Officers 3 and are 
impower'd to pafs fentence, not only in matters 
relating to the Princes Officers and Minifters pro- 
vincial, but even upon a legal accufation, in fuch 
as concern the Prince himfelf In three of them, 

viZc Thofe of Brabant, Hainault and Malins, the 

fentence is definitive. 

Every Province has its diftinct Governor, ap- 
pointed by the King, with fubjection to the Go- Provh 
vernor General, or Vice-Roy 5 and with a certain al Goz 
power of acting in all affairs of the Country, efpe- nors. 
cialry in matters of War. Every year there are 
Commiflioners difpatcht to the principal Cities 
of each Province 3 who by way of Vifitation make 
enquiry into all fuch things as have any relation 
to the intereft of the Prince. Thefe iii the Dut- 
chy of Brabant, according to fpecial priviledges 
granted by the Popes of Rome in that behalf, have 
their Commiflions extended even to the taking 
in of Churches, Monafteries, and Hofpitals, and 
other Religious Fraternities. 

Among the other principal Officers, not yet 
mentioned, are 1. The Admiral, who is chief 
Commander at Sea, and has his proportionable 
fhare of all confifcacions and prizes taken upon 
the fame in time of War. He gives his appro- 
bation of fafe-conducts obtain d of the Vice-Roy 
for importing and exporting prohibited commo- 
dities 5 which is fo abfolutely neceffary, that with- 
out it, tho the King himfelf has authoriz d the 
thing on his fide, all fuch commodities fhall 
be confifcated. 2. The Mafter of the Artillery. 
3. The Grand Huntfmen, Rangers, and Mafters of 
Forefts, <& c . And many more of the fame nature 
widi thofe of other European Princes. 

The 
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The great Lords, and perfons of higheft qua- 
lity, are the Princes of Chimay, Epinoy, Barbanfon, 
and de Ligne 3 the Duke of Arefchot 5 the Earl of 
Berge 5 tiie Marquifs of Tra^ygnies in Bryant, 
and of Haveretz^ 5 the Earls of Hoogftraet, Me'gben, 
Cantecrois , La lain, Boffu, Barlaynzont, Beaumont, 
Reux, and S olre 5 and thofe of Gommignies and 
Vertaing in Hainault 5 Moerbeke in Flanders $ Fail- 
laix in Brabant 5 Bailleux and Noyelles in Artois • 
thefe laft fix having been advanced to that Dignity 
by the often mention'd Archduke Albert. As for 
Vicounts, Barons, and ordinary Lords, a Cata- 
logue of them would take up too much room 
in a work of this nature. And the fame is to be 
faid of their Knights of divers Orders 5 the chief 
Krvia- wncrc °f is. tnat °f tnc Golden Fleece, of which 
Fleece wc § * vc *° me account: It was inftituted 
"by Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, and So- 
veraignof almoft all thefe Countries, about the 
year 142^. They had at firft a Robe of Scarlet 
appointed them 5 but Charles the Hardy, Son of 
Charles the Good, chang'd it into Silk, at a Chapter 
held at Valenciennes, with a Collar of Gold, having 
a piece of Steel interlaced, which feem'd to ftnke 
fire out of a Flint 3 at the end of which Collar 
hung the Golden Fleece, with this Motto, Pre- 
tium non vile laboris 5 the Steel and Flint having 
this, Anteferit quam flamma micat. Of this Or- 
der (which has its Chancellor, Treafurer, King 
at Arms, and Secretary) there were at firft no 
more then five and twenty 5 but three years af- 
ter there were fix more added 5 and Charles V. 
augmented the number to fifty 5 all which muft 
be of good quality, and fiich as in Spain are 

call'd Grandees. 

When the Prince or Governor of the Spanifb 
Netherlands either wants a Subfidy, or is defirous 
to have fomc new Law Enacted, or other mat- 
ters of great importance to be taken into confi- 
deration, then does he iffue out his Letters ( tho 
they run in the Kings name ) by which is call'd 
the convention of Eftates. The ordinary place 
of their meeting is Brufels, both becaufe there 
the Court makes its ufual residence, and alfo be- 
caufe the Brabanfons, by fpecial priviledge, arc 
not to be cited out of their Province. There the 

Deputies for Brabant, Flanders, Artois, Hainault, 
Valenciennes, Lille, Doway, Orchies, Namur, Toumay 

and Toumejis, and of Malins, did formerly con- 
vene (for we muft note that divers voteing pla- 
ces are of late years fallen under the jurifdiction 
of France, and have been folcmnly released of 
their allegiance to Spain) and as for thofe of Lux- 
enburg and Geldres, they meet at home, having 
an exemption from being call'd out of their re- 
fpec"tive Provinces, except it be upon fome urgent 
and very extraordinary occafion. This Affem- 
bly is made up of three Eftates, (much after the 
manner of the Englifh Parliament) -viz. the Cler- 
gy, Nobility, and the Depuues of the chief Ci- 
ties, which may be call'd the Commons. £ D' A- 
zfity feems by his third Eftate to mean one diftincl: 
from that which confifts of the Deputies of the 
principal Cities. They meet not altogether, but 
by Provinces $ and in that method the Princes 
reaueft is propos'd to diem in very winning and 
obliging terms, with divers preffing arguments, 
by one of the prime Minifters of State 5 after 
which a competent fpace of rime is defir'd to de- 
liberate upon the matter. If upon bringing in 
their anfwer they appear unwilling to gratify the 
Prince, further and more cogent Reafons arc 
produe'd on his behalf and the affair with all the 
powers of Rhctorick and Logick is urg'd to them 
5 but if notwithftanding all this they ftick 
ately to their former refolution, there is no 
:ft, but to refer the whole iffue of the bu- 
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finefs to a better opportunity 5 that maxim, Sic 
volo, fujubeo having no place here, where the co - 

u °n. ^ Sub ; ec5t 15 nc * only neceffary, but ifali 
the reft have given their approbation, and one 
fingle votmg member (as fuppofe the City of 
Antwerp) cu/lent, there is an eneclrual ftoD DUt m 




every one of them pafs 



enven- 
on of 
Iftates. 




r n l icaion wny a concurrence 

of all members to pafs a vote is made neceffary, 
feems to be, becaufe not onlv every Province, but 
almoft each voting City looks upon ksfclf as o- 
nginally fupreme and independent, and therefore 
to give its own exprefs confent in things of that 
nature, and not to be concluded by a majority. 
And as for the Prince his never having had the 
people of thefe Countries purfe at command (as 
it xs 111 a manner at this day though not anciently 
in France) it appears fufficientlv from Bentivoglio 
who fays that Flanders (meaning thefe Provinces 

in general) never formerly fuffer d under the grievance 
of T %xes, as Italy, Spain, and other Countries 3 and 
that the ancient cuftome was for the Prince to defire of 
his Subjects what was needful for his occafwns 3 the 
often denyingwhereof /hewed that the panting °of it 
lay in the peoples free will. 

The power and ftrength of thefe Countries 
under the Houfe of Burgundy were very great - Stren g^' 
which fufhcientJy appears by the expedition o\ c f the J e 
Charles, Earl of Cbarolois, againft Lewis the Ele- Countr ' ie 
venth of France, whom Duke Philip the Good, 
his Father, furnifh'd to that enterprize with nine 
thoufand Archers, and fourteen thoufand men 
at Arms 5 and at his fctting forth told him, that 
upon occafion he fhould not be abandon'd for 
want of an hundred thoufand fighting men. The 
fame Duke, after that his Son was thus fent away, 
provok'd by the Revolt of thofe of Liege and 
Dinant, fuddenly rais'd an Army of twentv-eight 
thoufand Horfe, and a requifite number of Foot 5 
and Charles himfelf focceeding his Father ( who 
dy'd in his unprofperous attempt upon the Swit- 
Zers) had no lefs then eighty thoufand men at 
the Battel of Morat. And indeed, were it not for 
the prodigious encreafe of the French power upon 
the proportionable decay of the Spanifb Monar- 
chy, the Military ftrength of the Spanifb Nether- 
lands would of late years have been really found 
much more confiderable then they have feem'd 
to be 5 but upon the foremcntion'd account it 
muft be confefs'd, that neither are they of fuhi- 
cient ftrength to provide for their own fecurity, 
nor is the Crown of Spain, without powerful Al- 
liances and afliftances from neighbour States and 
Trinces, able to defend them. They have a (land- 
ing fort of Militia, much-like the Trained Bands 

of England, call'd by them de Banden-van-Ordo- 

nantie h but when they have occafion for confide- 
rable Armies, they gladly entertain great num- 
bers of Foreigners 5 altho the inhabitants have 
frequently fhe w'n thcmfelves good Soldiers (efpe- 
cially the Walloons, both for Horfe and Foot), 
and have been ufually as numerous as ready to 
fer ve their Prince and Country. As for their power 
at Sea, it is really little or none at all 5 nor can 
it well be improv'd while they enjoy but two 
Port-Towns, Newport and Oftend, and thofe alfo 
but very inconvenient Stations or Harbours for 
Shipping, by reafon of their narrownefs, and the 
great difficulty of coming out with fome winds, 
[tis ufual in fome of their Cities for their Troopers 
co beg about Streets on Horfeback 5 which feems 
1 notable inftance of Spani/b haughtinefs 5 that 
people loving to appear as like gentlemen as may 
>e, even when they really are in the condition of 
>eggars. Indeed their Pay is but mean, and that 
nakes them take to the rode, and in a kind of a 

I middle 
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middle way between begging and demanding 
(much like our County s petitioning with an army 
to back them about the begining of the late Re- 
bellion) tofupply their neceftities 5 for if you give 
them a fmall fpill, or what may be juft fcmcient 
for their prefent relief they meddle not with your 
Pockets or Portmanteau. Certainly either their 
wants are extraordinary, or their difoipline is very 
defectivejfor it has been not unufual, for the Gar- 
rifon Soldiers to lend (as particularly but the o- 
ther day {viz,. 1 6/6) at Brujfels) private notes to 
certain Citizens, ordering them upon pain of 
death to bring and deliver, at an appointed time 
and place, fuch fums of mony as were therein 
demanded of them 5 and as for that inftance of 
Brujfels one of the Citizens taking courage to dif- 
obey their commands, and reveal the thing to the 
Magiftrate, a Serjeant and two Soldiers were ta- 
ken at the nominated place 3 and found to have 
come thither in expectation of the foremention'd 
bootv. 

There is no other Religion publicly allow'd 

thro ail the Spanijh Netherlands, but that of the 

Church of Rome, altho in many of their principal 
Cities there is no fmall number of the Reform'cL 
The Jefuites, in relation to their own affairs, 
divide thefe Countries into two Provinces 5 the 
firft they call Flandro-Belgick* and in that they 
have the Colleges of Antwerp, Bruges, Brujfels, Lo- 
vain, Courtray^ Ghent, Tpre, Lire, Malines, and 
Ruremond. The other they call Gallo-Belgick, 



in which they poflefs, the Colleges' of Doway and 
St. Omers 5 with the Scotch Seminary in the for* 
mer, and the Englijh in the later 5 the Colledges 
of Toumay ( with the houfe of probation ) of 

Lille, Mons, Valenciennes, C ambray , Luxenburg^ Na- 
mur, Dinant, and Hefdin. 

The power of the Prince in Ecclefiaflic affairs 
has always been very great in thefe Provinces- 
the nomination of Bifhops, and Abbots, and the 
like fupreme Dignities appertaining unto him * 
tho with fbme deference to the Pontifical Chair, 
as to the matter of Confirmation. According to 
divers Pacts and Conventions made in that be- 
half no man whether Ecclefiafb'c or Laic, can 
by the See Apoftolic, upon any account whatfo- 
ever, be call'd out of thefe Countries 5 nor can 
the Pope confer any Benefice or other Grace up- 
on any man, or difpatch his Bulls or Breves into 
the Netherlands, without the Prince, or his chief 
Counfelior or Minifter of State s approbation 
and confent 3 nor can Clergy-men purchafe Lands 
or other immoveables, without leave firft obtain'd 
of the Prince, who has alfo power to vifit the 
Clergy, and fee if they be well governed, and if 
not, to reform the abufes. In fliort, his autho- 
rity in matters Ecclefiaftical is much the fame 
with that of the French King within his own do- 
minions. And that fbme will fay is in a manner 
as great as many Proteftant Princes would ( at 
leaft heretofore) have been well contented with. 
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T is by fbme judg'd very 
improper to term the 
whole Body of the Uni- 
ted Netherlands a Com- 
monwealth, becaufe it 
really confifts of feveral 
di ftin ctPr i n ci palities 5 re- 
ta'ming {till their anci- 
ent and (eparate Sove- 

. raignty, and being only 

an iome cafes united together for their mutual 
defence. But fince we find them fo denominated 
in their own public Treaties ( particularly that 
with the Ufurper Cromwell in the vear 1^53 ) I 
think we need not upon occafion fcruple the ma- 
king ufe of that name 5 altho ( as (ball be elfe- 
where fhew'n at large ) it mult be confefs'd, that 
not onlv the feveral Provinces, but many of their 

chj e* 9j tie 5v are Jn divcrs refpects to this dav 
poflefs d of fupreme Jurisdiction. 

The Governing and Voting part of the Union 
is made up of Geldres ( tho not entire ), the Lord- 
fhip of Zutphen being comprehended under it - 
the Provinces ot Holland, Zealand, Vtrecht, Frizel 
land, Overifel, and Groniengen, with the Omlands - 
divers places being fubject to them in the neigh- 
bouring Countries 5 as fome part of Flanders, a 
good part of Brabant , feveral Towns in the Dtit- 
chy of Cleve and Bifhopric of Colen, and fome 
few in Eaft Frizeland 5 tho for what concerns tliofe 
that arc in thefe three laft mention'd Countries 
inthem they only claim a right of Garrifon 5 ne- 
ccfiary, as they alledg, for their own fecuritr 
pretending no Title to the Sovcraignty of fuch 
Places, which is ftill allow'd ( tho after a pecu- 
liar manner ) to the Duke of Br andenburgh, the 
Bifhop of Colen, and Earl of Eafi-Frizeland. 

The Provinces of the Union, tho they have 
ot late years been ordinarily caiFd by Latin Au- 
thors BelgiumFarderatum,wece not anciently known 
by any common name 5 the greatcft part of them 
lying without the precindts of Gallia Bel?ica,a.nd 
ocing looic'd upon as a portion of old Germany, 
out of wnofe larger Nations they are generally 



luppos d to nave received their firft inhabitants 5 
of whom a very brief account has been given 
already in our difcourfe of the Netherlands in 
general, and a fomewhat larger one is referv'd 
j C 1 P arcicuJar defcripoon of each Province $ 
and therefore to meddle with them in this place 
feems altogether fuperfluous. 

The name of United Netherlands was given 
them from the Leagues and Confederacies made 
between them in the time of Philip II. for their 
joint and more effectual defence and afliftance 
again ft the Spanijh tyranny and oppreflion ( for 
fuch it was efteem'd by more then themfelves) 5 
and more efpecially from that famous one entered 
into in the year 1575?, and call'd ever fince the 
Union of Vtrecht 5 that City being the place where 
it was firft agreed upon and made public. But 
in order to a clearer apprchenfion of thefe 
things, we fhall only remind the Reader of 
what we have already more largely delivered 5 
^X- That the ancient Earls and Governors of 

u pS?P lc > having no other Dominions, found 
themfelves oblig'd to act with great moderation 5 
their intereft confiding wholly in the good of 
thefe dieir only fubjecls 5 and' that when molt 
of them came to the Houfe of Brtrgzmdy there 
happen 'd to be no vifible akerarion made in the 
method and manner of Government, tho fome 
have recorded, there was now and then a deiign 
entertain'd of bringing them under a more abfo- 
Iute fubjection. After this, Charles V. began to 
rule fomewhat more arbitrarily, as thinking the 
limits of power, formerly prefcrib'd to their pettv 
Governors, not fit to be endur'd by a Prince of 
fuch vaft Dominions. Yet being a Native him- 
felS he lov'd, trufted, and prefcrrd them, and 
not adhng very imperioufly, ftill retain d in a 
great meafure, the affections of thefe his Low- 
C oimtry Subjects 5 altho he made fanguinary Laws 
upon account of Religion. But his Son and Suc- 
cenor Philip 11. being educated in Spain, and ha- 
ving imbib'd fuch principles of rigor and abfo- 
lute dominion as are natural to the very com- 
plexion of that Nation, made iiis Government 
* ^ after 
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after a while troublefom, then grievous, and at 
length intolerable. After many feditions, infur- 
redtions, and revolts of divers places, an. 1572, 
the States of Holland meeting at Dort > refbl v'd 
upon a war againft the Duke of Alva, the Spa- 
niards grand instrument of tyranny and opprefti- 
on5 recalling thofe who were banifh'd by him, and 
conftituting William Prince of Orange Captain- 
General of their Forces. An. 1 57^, was theabove- 
mention'd famous Confederacy, or Union of 
Utrecht, made between divers Provinces and Ci- 
ties 5 and an. 1581, the United States renounc d 
all manner of fubjection and obedience to Spain, 
( this was done, as I find it in Aitzema, an. 1580 
by Holland and Zealand, and an. 1581 by Prize- 

land ), from which Union and Abjuration fbme 
venture to date the original of their Common- 
wealth, as to the point of Independency upon 
Spain, and legally diftindt. Jurisdiction 5 though 
others feem upon better grounds to refer the 
fame to the Abrenunciation made by Spain, and 
Archduke Albert (an. 1609*) whereby they re- 
flgncl all right and power over the Confederate 
Provinces 5 the fame being afterwards confirmed 
in fblemn and ample manner by the Peace of 

Munfter, an. \6\^ 

The often mention'd Union of Utrecht having 
not only given name to this Commonwealth, 
but been the bails and foundation of the won- 
derful ftructure , it feems not only proper but 
requifite to give fbme account of it in this place 5 
which cannot but conduce to the better appre- 
hending many things relating to the nature and 
conftitution of their State,and fiich as are not only 
to be found where we fhall exprefly treat of their 
Government, but frequently elfe where occurring 
in this our fecond General Defcription. The chief 
points therefore agreed upon, and concluded 
between the Confederate Provinces, were (as we 
find them in the Inftrument of the Union it felf) 
to this effect. 

1 . That they fhould be united for their com- 
mon defence, as if they were but one Province 5 
and that they fhould for ever continue fo united^ 
and not to be feparated or divided, by any Tefta- 
ment, Donation, Sale, or Agreement. 

2. That all Rights, Priviledges, i?c. belonging 
to any Province or City, fhould be maintained * 
and preferv'd inviolate. 

3. That they fhould affift each other with life 
and fortunes, againft all force and auaults, made 
upon any pretence what foe ver. 

4. That the Fortifications of all Frontier-Towns, 
if old, fhould be repaired by their refpecrive Pro^ 
vinccs in which they lye 3 but that all new ones 
fhould be built at the charge of the Generally. 

5. That all inhabitants from eighteen to Six- 
ty years old fhould be lifted and train'd within 
a month. 

6. That peace and war fhould not be made 
without confent of all the Provinces. 

7. That neighbouring Princes, Lords, Lands 
and Cities fhould be admitted likewife into the 
Union by confent of all the Provinces. 

* 8 L F ° r Reli S lon > tnat Holland and Zealand 
might act as fhould feem good unto themfelves. 
That the other Provinces might regulate them- 
felves according to the tenor eftablifh'd by Arch- 
duke Matthias, or as they fhould think to con- 
duce moft to the peace and welfare of their re- 
spective Cities and Countries 5 but fo that no 
man fhould be troubled upon the account of 
Religion. 

9- That diffentions and differences, if they 
concern'd but one particular Province, fhould 
be determin d by the reft 3 but, if they could not 
adjuft matters, as alfo if all the Provinces in ^n^_ 
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ral were concern'd, by the Stadtholders 5 and that 
fentence in both thefe cafes fhould be pronounced 
within a month, and without appeal or revifion* 

10. That the Convention of Eftatcs fhould 
be held as formerly, and the Mint regulated in 
foch manner as fhould be agreed upon by all the 
Provinces. 

11. That the interpretation of the Union fhould 
be rcferr'd to the States, but in cafe of their dif. 
fering among themfelves to the Stadtholder. 

1 2. That they fhould fall upon and imprifon 
all fiich as fhould act contrary to the faid Ar- 
ticles 5 and in this cafe that no priviledg or ex- 
emption fhould be valid. 

It is likewife requifite to obferve in this place, 
that ( as is above-mention'd ) every particular 
Province retains a Soveraignty within its own 
precincts, and can make Laws obligatory to the 
inhabitants of the fame 5 chufe Magiftrates 5 pu- 
nifh Criminals 5 Coy n Money 5 fet up Univerft- 
ties 5 and impofe Taxes, ( nay the jurifdiction of 
many particular Cities is of the fame nature 5 
being grounded upon Rights and Priviledges en- 
joy 'd by them before the Union ) for example, 
the Country of Drente does by its States exercife 
a Royal and abfolute authority $ and the Om- 
lands, tho they make one Province with Gronin- 
gen, impofe Taxes among themfelves. But the 
particular Provinces cannot without the concur- 
rence of the Generalty : 1 . Undertake a new war. 
2. Make Peace or Truce. 3. Lay Impofitions with 
relation to the common Union. 4. Make Al- 
liances. 5. Set the value of money 3 or enact 
fuch Laws as fhall concern the whole body of their 
people. 

The Union of thefe Provinces, was, not long 
after the completion of the fame, exprefs'd by 
Medals, which they caus'd to be coin'dj on one 
fide whereof were two hands holding faft each 
other, with fix arrows bound together, and this 
infeription, Deo juvante. On the other fide was a 
ftrong pillar, ftanding upon a fquare Book as a 
pedeftal, which was call'd Religio 5 and upon the 
pillar was a Hat, from the old Roman way of ma- 
numiflion denoting Liberty. This pillar was faft 
bound by fix ftrong arms, whereby were figni- 
fted the fix Provinces of Geldre, Holland, Zealand, 
Frizeland, Overifel, and Utrecht. Under the pe- 
deftal, inferib'd Religio, was written hac nitimur, 
and over the Hat hanc tuemur. The reaibn why 
they had then but fix Arrows (for fince they have 
feven, grafp d in the left paw of a Lion Ram- 
pant ) was becaufc Groningen had foarce entered 
into the Union when it fell again into the hands 
or the Spaniards, in whofe poffefHon it continued 

for above thirteen years together, viz? to the 
year 1 5^4. ^ 

And thus much may fumce to fhew not only 
how thefe Countries came to be denominated the 
United Provinces, but likewife in what fenfe the 
laid denomination is to be underftood; the in- 
habitants whereof are at this day, from the emi- 
nency of one of them in power and riches (where- 
in it fo far exceeds the reft, that in all public Taxes 
it contributes above one half of the whole fum ) 
generally a& d Hollanders 5 from whence it be- 
comes very difficult fometimes to know in whac 
lantude the difcourfes of fevcral writers are to 
oe taken 5 the name of Holland being hardly more 

*u*i ^ j 0r ^°? e fm ^ lc Evince, then for the 
whole Body of their Commonwealth. 

And here we fhall alfo premife, that not only 
me^urnateand ancient inhabitants of thefe Coun- 
tries, but hkewife the moft confiderable Cities 
and Towns, the Rivers, Woods, tec. of all the 
seventeen Provinces, are already difcours'd of 
as far as is proper in a general defcription $ and 
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as for flatnefs of Situation, and the confeguences 
thereof, fuch as are foggy moift Air 5 conveni- 
ences of Trade by Rivers and artificial Chan- 
nels, <src. the Vnited Provinces are more advan- 
tag'd or prejudic d thereby, as to the points of 
profit and health, then the Spanijh 5 and then 
for what concerns the nature of the people, in 
refpedfc of their love of money and libertv 5 in- 
duftry and parcimony 5 improvement of Arts 
and inventive faculty, <&c. the firft mentioned do 
at this day very much exceed the latter 5 fo that 
akho fome may pofllbly imagine, that one and 
the fame account of thefe Countries and their 
inhabitants, might ( as to the forefaid particu- 
lars, together with the humours and inclinati- 
ons of the people, ) have fuffie'd, yet upon a fe- 
rious confideranon , there will be in many re- 
fpects found fo great a difference between them 
that it will appear fufficienc to have oblig'd us 
to two diftincfc Relations. 

The Jurifdietion of this State is (at home, and 
excluding their poffeffions in the Indies) exten- 
ded much farther then the Limits of the Seven 
Provinces 5 fo that the true precincts of the Vni- 
ted Netherlands may be belt had from a view 
of their frontier Garrifon'd places ( tho fuch are 
not always upon the verv utmoft extremity 
of their Territory ) wich were in the 1^50 (as 
may be feen in Azt^emas Notable Revolutions) 

Embden and Leeroort in E aft- Frizeland, Langacker- 
fconfe,Bellingvrold, zndBourtangin Groningea h Coever- 
den in Drente : Maters JVefelJSurickJlees, Emmerich 
Gennep in C leve h Orfoy,Rhynherg in the Bifhoprick of 
Colen^SchenkenfconceinGeidre^ot (Cleve) the Town 
oiRaveftein 5 Maeftricht, Grave, the Bofch and Breda, 
Berghen op Zoom, Steenberghen, Fort Philip, and' 
Willemftadt in Brabant 5 Frederic 4 Fort, Grofs Sconce 
the 1-ort St.A?m, Hulft, S as van Ghent, the Forts 
Morfpurg and St. Mar^ rfendyck., Opburg, Slays, the 
likind or Cajfand, the Fort St. Catharine bv Opburg 
and Aerdenburg in Flanders. On all other parts 
the Dominions of the Confederate Provinces are 
bounded by the Sea. 

Their fituation is generally lower then that of 
me Spanijh Netherlands, whereby they are like- 
wife more expos'd to the fury of Tempers, and 
prejudicial effects of Spring-Tides. Their Havens 
are alio very incommodious, not only as to their 
own narrownefs, but the great danger in entrine 
into them, which is principally occafion d by the 
moveaDleBanks ofSand that lye about the mouths 
of them. Particularly the Sands gathered for three 
or .our Leagues upon the Coalt of Holland, be- 
low me IlJand Voorn, make the Haven of Brill 
extreme dangerous, without great skill of Pilots 
(who are alfo not very rarely mistaken them- 
felves ) and ufe of Pilot Boats, which come out 
every Tide to fecure the Ships bound into the 
Maes. The Sands ( as Conringius informs us ) 
have of late years began to choak up the mouth 
of the r 1, which together with the Am ft el makes 
tne Haven of Amfterdam 5 wherefore it may hap- 
pen in time to this City as it has formerly done 
to S tavern in Frizeland, and Armuyden in Zealand 

which places (but efpecialiy the firft) were an- 
ciently famous Empories, and in the forefaid 
manner ran to decay, and became Ports of little 
or no confideranon. Generally throu ghout the 
whole vear there will be obferv d three parts of 
Wefterly for one of Eafterly winds upon their 
Coaits, this alfo attending for the moft part their 
calm frofts and fair weather, as the other does 
the itormy and foul 5 whence principally feems 
occalion d the frequent alterations made in their 
^and-banks and Shallows, as hkewife the choak- 
ing up of their Harbours $ and Sir William Temple 
( whofe alfo the forefaid remark is ) fays, that 
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Some are of opinion, that a great part of the 
Maritime Provinces may have been gain d from 
the Sea, and made firm land bv the fediment 
ot the Rhine, Maes, and S eke Id 5 and thevbrin- 
for an argument thereof, that upon finking a Weil 
in Amfterdam, at near an hundred foot depth there 
was found a bed of Sand and Cocfcle-fhcIIs 5 whence 
they conclude, that in old time ( though it muit 
have been many ages fince ) the bottom of the 
5ea m that place lay fo deep 5 and that the hun- 
dred foot thickn efs of Earth above the Sand was 
made in the foremen tion'd manner. 

But whatever may be concluded from thence r j 
this is certain, that if fo good a part of thefe 
irovinces were anciently in Neptune's poflcflion 
his endeavours are neither weak nor unfrequent 
tor recovery of the fame 5 which is vigorouflv at- 
tempted by thofe innundations , of which we 
have already related the manner and moft pro- 
bable caufes, in our general account of all the 
Netherlands. But becaufe the effects of them 
are moft dreadful and prejudicial to thofe Pro- 
vinces of which we now treat, we fhall in this 
place take notice of two or three the moft confide- 
rable that have happen'd for fome Ages lalt P aft = 
referring for fome fignal calamities of this nature' 
which have formerly befall n Zealand, Frizeland, 
and other their Maritime Countries, to the par- 
ticular defcnptions of the fame. A brief rela- 
tion of one, with juft mention made of a former 
( which feems to have been that fo fatal to Zea- 
land, viz. upon the fifth of Nov. 1550 ) we have 
from Strada, who fays, that in the vear 15^8 
upon All-Saints Eve, the Sea rofe up and fwell'd 
to fo prodigious an heighth, that breaking fome 
panics and overflowing others, it did with a fud- 
den and unheard of inundation cover fome Iflands 
of Zealand, a great part of the Sea-coait of Hol- 
land and almoft all Frizeland 5 exceeding by the 
height of a foot that which had happen'd about 
forty years before, and fwallow'd up feventv- 
two Villages. Extraordinarily great (as mav 
well be imagined) was the lofs not only of 
goods and ponefhons, but of men, women, and 
children, there being no lefs then twenty-thou- 
fand deftroy'd in Frizeland alone, whofe bodies 
together with thofe of their Catde and other 
beafts, and abundance of Houlhold-ftuft, and 
pieces of broken YefTels floating up and down 
upon the drown'd Country, afforded to thofe 
^^^p 'd m Boats a very lively reprefentation 
of Noah s Flood. In the Annals of Frizeland it 
is recorded, that divers perfons who had fav'd 
themielves by getting to fome fpots of higher 
ground, or climbing up trees, were upon the 
point of being famifh'd, when by the care of the 
neighbouring Magistracy they were found out 
and brought away in Boats 5 and that among 
the reft 1 there was found upon the Hill bv Sneke 
a little Child in its Cradle, and hard by it a Cat, 
both of them fleeping very foundly, and nothing 
leniibJe ot paft or future danger. 

Fatting by the innundation of the year 1665 
( which greatly endammag'd Holland and Zea- 
land) we (hall be more particular in the account 
of that which happen'd very Iatelv, and which 
is reported to have rifen higher then the before 
related famous one of All-Saints 5 altho that has 
been formerly much talk'd of among them, and 
fcarce ever mention'd without dread and hor- 
ror. About the beginning of November in the 
year 1^75, the Wind blewfoftrong at North- 
Eaii ( the fatal point to their Dykes ) that it 
drove in the Sea with an incredible violence bc- 
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twecn the Texel and the Helder, the laft whereof 
was with fuch fury overwhelmed, that a part of 
the Village Huysduynen was quite carried away, 
and all the Country between Wiring and Zyp laid 
under water. The Sea-Dike near Horn was broke 
in two places between Kerckie and Oudendyck., 
and the water in odier places over-topping the 
fame, came on to the very Gates of Medemblick* 
and overflowing the Villages Befchoot, Scharwcot, 

Grofthuyfen, Arrenhorn, .BerkpOt, Spier dyck.* Bobbel- 

dyck, and divers others, prefendy converted a 
large fpace of Country into a continu'd and un- 
interrupted Sea. The fuddennefs of this Deluge 
was fuch, that divers Pefants, and much Cartel, 
were hurried away and utterly loft, there being 
not time allow'd them to fecure themfelves upon 
the higher grounds. The Dike of Muydenberg, 
between Muyden and Naerden, having been much 
endammag'd by the French in porting themfelves 
there two or three years before, and not fo tho- 
rov/ly repair'd as ir ought to have been, was car- 
ried away like wife in feveral places 3 fo that all 
the Country round about Naerden, Muyden, and 
We fop 1 even to Lore?i in Goy-land, and Balicorm in 
the Province of Utrecht, »was laid under water. 
The Gates and Ramparts of the City Naerden 
were abfolutely ruin'd, and that ftrong repelkr 
of the waves made entirely of ftone, and call'd 
the Afs's Back, was hurried away, leaving in the 
place where it flood a hole no lefs then thirty- 
fix foot deep. In Amfterdam the Niewen-Dike* 
upon which ftands a ftreet of Houfes, was over- 
flown, together with part of the Market-place 
not far from, thence. The Dike between Am- 
fterdam and Haerlem was alfo broke about the 
midway for the fpace of thirty or forty Rocls 5 
fo that there were about thirty-three foot of 
water in thofe parts. The fame fate ( to pafs 
by divers others) had the Sloperdike^ Achtendikf 9 
and AJfendelverdike 3 infomuch, that the Coun- 
try in many places, and particularly a good part 
of Waterland was entirely fwallow'd up by its 
mercilefs and outragious enemy. In Frizeland 
the Dike near Stauern had a breach made in it 
of thirty Rods in length, and near Mulqerm 
another little lefs. At Swaert-water, near Swaert- 
Sluce, was another breach made, for length equal 
to the former, but of exceeding great depth. We 
fhall not mention feveral other places in thefe 
Provinces that feem'd utrerly loft for the prefent, 
and divers others that fufFer'd very much by 
this unparalleFd Tempeft 5 which did not only 
endammage thefe Countries by tearing and 
overflowing their Dikes in an unufual manner, 
but by hindering and retarding the reparation 
of the fame 3 there being as it were feveral pa- 
roxifms of its rage and violence. Yet fuch was 
the care and induftry of this indefatigable peo- 
ple, that in the February following, mod of thefe 
breaches are reported to have been made up 5 
their Banks being reftor'd to their former, or to 
a better condition of ftrength. What prejudice 
was done to the Zealand Iflands I rind not, but 
the fame Tempeft difcharg'd part of its fury upon 
Brabant and Flanders. It is obfervable, that this 
Inundation exceeded that of the year 15^8, as 
that did the other reported by Strada to have 
happened about forty years before it 5 where- 
fore there feems to be a natural increafe in the 
rage and fury of fuch tempeftuous affaults - 
which if true, and there fhould continue here- 
after to be made proportionable advancements 
in the fame, fome ages hence their maritime 
Provinces may be irrecoverably poffefs'd by the 




Their Dikes are reported to be ufually a- 
bout feven Ells in heighth, and feventeen in 
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bredth at the bottoms made of the tougheft 
clay, in the infide ftrengthen'd with wood and 
ftone, and on the outride ( that is next the Sea ) 
cover'd with Mats made of Rufhes and Flags, 
ftak'd down as high as the Tide generally rifes, 
to defend the Banks from being wafti'd away 
by the water.But Sir William Temple informs us that 
the common Sea- weed is of late years found the 
beft material for the forefaid purpofe 5 which 
faftens with a thin mixture of Earth, and yeild- 
ing a little to the force of the Sea, returns when 
the waves give back 5 the violence whereof is 
thereby in a great nieafure broken, and ( the 
lays of the weed next the Sea being made pretty 
thick ) the water hinder'd from fapping and un- 
dermining the body of the Dikes. In North 
Holland when there is a very great ftorm, and 
the Sea comes in with fiich violence that it is 
ready to tear their banks in pieces, the inhabi- 
tants clap Sails all along between them and the 
water, which is thereby hinder'd from piercing 
into the heart of their Dikes 5 this being of the 
fame nature, but more effectual then their fore- 
faid conftant defence either by Rufhes, Flags, or 
Sea-weed. 

But fbmetimes their Banks are broken other- 
wife then by Tempefts, as particularly in the 
year 1 £38, when huge heaps of Ice carry 'd down 
by the Rhine eat into the Iffel Dike, and made a 
breach of many foot not far from Utrecht where- 
upon almoft all Holland was overflown with 
clear water 3 but there wanting here the con- 
tinu'd fury of the marine inundations, the breach 
was foon made up, and the waters drained by 
the ufual help of Wind-Mills 5 of which they 
have j^reat numbers, conveniently plac'd for 
carrying off the winter Rain and Snow-waters 
(for thefe are generally fufficient without the 
accefOon of extraordinary Floods to cover a 

freat part of their flat Country) which are there- 
y, about the beginning of February , if Froft 
do not hinder, begun to be forced up in vaft 
currents, and driven into particular Channels 5 
fo that the Earth being in a little time become 
dry 3 about March it begins to look green, and 
their Cattle are brought forth and put to grazing. 
The Province of Holland is reported to keep more 
men at work in repairing their Banks, then all 
the Corn growing in the fame is fufficient to feed. 
The chief Banks in the Province of Holland are 
thofe of the If el, the Meufe, of Sparendam, and 
Medemblick.-> and the fafety of Walcheren in Zea~ 
land is reckoned to depend upon the Weftcapel 
Dike, which was ncverthelefs broke by the Sea 
in the years 1^32, 1^42, 1^43. But of thefe 
and other principal Dikes in their maritime Pro- 
vinces we may poffibly give fome further account 
hereafter 5 and iLall briefly take notice in this 
place, of fome other Bars put bv nature and pro- 
vidence to the outragious aftaults of the fwelling 
Ocean.Of this nature are three or four little Iflands 
in the Zuyder-Zee (befides the Texel, the K//V 5 and 

u m lL?r Crs towards Frizeland) which break 
the hrft fury of Northern Tempefts 5 but from Sandy 
thc Hcmts-bofe towards the upper end of North Hills. 
Holland quite down to the Beer, at the mouth 
or the Meufe ( which is accounted about twenty- 
four Leagues ) the violence of the waves is curb'd 
by thofe contrnu d Rows of Sandy hills, between 
which and the Sea lies the hneft way in the world. 
All along there is no depth of water near the 
fhore 5 fo that in calm weather a man may go 
in a great way without being put to fwim 5 and 
it is upon this fhore molt Ships are forced to run, 
when they cannot, by reafon of the ftrefs of con- 
trary winds, get out to Sea 3 which happens efpe- 

cially in winter, when tfce nights are dark and 

long. 
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long. a When the Sea is calm it is very pleafant 

reat number of Ships under fail 5 
continually difappearing , and others im- 
mediately coming into fight 3 and if there be a 
ftorm, a man enioys Lucretius s terrible delight, 
of being out of danger one's fel£ and feeing the 
Sea, which every moment threatens utter ruin 
to whatever fails upon it, fpend its approaching 
fury upon the even fhore. 

A great advantage of their level and flat fitua- 
tion, and foftnefs of their foil, is the eafie cut- 
ting of diofemany, or rather innumerable Chan- 
nels, which efpecially abound in the Province of 
Holland x> and are made with very litde trouble 
and charge 3 there being no Hills to pafs tho- 
row, nor Rocks or hard ground to obftrucl: or 
retard the work. Many of thefe have been cut 
fince the peace concluded with Spain in the year 
1 £48 3 particularly that from Leyden to Haer- 
lem, and another from Amfterdam to Goude/luys, 
thorough which to expedite their voyage, and 
bring paffengers to their fet ftages in good time, 
the Boats are drawn by Horfes. 

Their Land in many places is eafily overflow'd 
in winter, fo that the whole Country feems at 

water 5 whereby though 
their grounds are enrich'd, yet is their air much 
prejudiced, becoming thereby damp and foggy, 
and fuch as would certainly be exceeding un- 
wholfom were it not for the fharpnefs of their 
Frofts, which never fail with every Eaft Wind 
for about four months in the year, and are 
much fiercer then in the fame Latitude in Eng- 
land 3 their Spring being much fhorter, and lefs 
agreeable then with us 5 as likewife their Winter 
far colder, and fome parts of their Summer a 

great deal hotter. 

It is the extreme moifturc of their Air that 
fome fuppofe to have been the original and prin- 
cipal caufe of the great neatnefs in their houfes, 
and cleanlinefs in their Towns, without which 
divers infectious difeafes muft neceflarily be bred 
in hot fcafbns by fuch vaft multitudes of people 
crowded together 5 their metallic alfb and wooden 
utenfils and inftruments being apt to ruft and 
mould 3 which is judg'd to have made them at 
firft (for now by long cuftom it is become in a 
manner natural to them) by continual rubbin°- 
and fcouring to endeavour a prevention of thole 
inconveniences. So likewife the deepnefs of their 
foil, and wetnefs of feafons, neccflitated them 
to that exactnefs of paving in their ftreets, and. 
great expence in making of Caufeys and High- 
ways between divers of their Towns. 

They have ( as fome Travellers report ) con- 
tinual Winds and frequent Rains, and their fea- 
fons feem to be in a perpetual confufion. It Rains 
ordinarily in the Dog-days 3 and fbmetimes it is 
as cold then as in December 3 and in Winter the 
weather is now and then fo warm that a man can 
hardly endure a fire. As the heat is but rarely vio- 
lent fo the cold is feldom lafting. And here we (hall 
take notice of what fomemay judge Hiding ought 
to be referv'd for another place, -viz^ that when 
their. Channels are frozen both men and women 
Aide upon them with a certain fort of fhocs, call'd 
Skates, which they do with an incredible fwift- 
nefs 3 fome of them being reported to pafs in 
that manner eighteen or twenty miles in the fpace 
of an hour. It is faid to be ordinary for them, 
fetting out at Leyden to reach Amfterdam in an 
hour and quarter, if the Ice be fmooth and even, 
and that is accounted not much under eighteen 
miles. This is pradtis'd not only for pleafure, 
but for traffick 3 for there is a kind of Sledg, 
which being loaded with commodities the men 
drive before them as they flide along. They 
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£ Iffi >a kin r d - 1 °^ oat ^ with an Iron keel 
is affirm d to fail fifteen leagues an hour 3 b jc 
this is not much us'd of late, becaufe from the 
rreciuent ruggednefs and unevennefi of the Ice, 
as alfo upon other accounts, it has been found 
not only inconvenient but likewife dangerous 
They are exceeding vent rous upon the Ice, not 
fcrupling to truft themfelves ( tho manv are loft 
by their inconfiderate rafhnefs ) to one night's 
freezing 5 and therefore they ufually carrv with 
them long poles upon their (boulders, which are 
defign d for their fecurity if the Ice chance to 
break, being of fufneient length to reach quite 
the broken place, and bear them up fo Ion<> 
tiR they may either (hift for themfelves, or be 
amfted by others. 

They are generally not longliv'd, and begin Lenothof 
to decay early, both men and women, efpeciallv life* p/I 
at Amfterdam. The Hague is accounted to enjoy feafls Sec 
the beft Air in the Province of Holland 3 and fome aj€S ^ C ' 
are very high m the commendation of Leyden 
upon the fame account 5 which to others feems 
not probable, by reafon of the ftanding waters 
near and about both places. This is certain 
that at each of them, and alfo at Amfterdam, 
every hot and dry Summer produces fome in- 
fectious diftemper or other 5 which would often- 
times be call'd by a worfe name, but that a tra- 
ding people will not (if they can poflibly help 
it) have the word Plague mentioned amongft 
them. Few or none of them dy of Confum- 
ucms 5 the ordinary difeafes among them ( be- 
fides infectious and malignant Feavers, already 
hinted at ) being the Gout and Scurw 3 though 
ftrangers are obferv'd frequently to complain of 
the Spleen, which we may impute to their not 
being of fo contented a humour, nor induftri- 
oufly and conftantly imploy'd as the others 5 
who are always well when they are not very fen- 
fibly ill, and pleas'd if not confiderablv troubl'd 
and afflicted 3 being not apt to be melancholy 
or fancy-fick, becaufe generally bufie , and al- 
ways eafily fatisfied. 

In the Indies it is obferv'd, that Children born 
of both Dutch parents are never long-liv'd 5 where- 
as the offspring of a Dutchman and Indian wo- 
man generally live to a very good age. 

Minerals they have none 3 and as for Foftils, Turfe tec 
the chief of them ( if it may be accounted one) 
is that bituminous Earth of which they make 
their Turf 3 and which affords us a confidera- 
ble inftance of Divine providence 5 for there be- 
ing an exceeding fcarcity of wood in feveral of 
thefe Provinces, it were impoflible for the inha- 
bitants, efpecially the poorer fort, to be other- 
wife furnifh'd with fueL To the fame wonder- 
ful providence muft it likewife be refer 'd, that 
this natural and ufeful ftore cannot eafily be ex- 
nauued, for this kind of Earth grows continually, 
after the manner of divers other Fofills as well as 
Minerals 3 fo that in the courfe of fome years, by 
the gradual fwelling and increafe of the fame, 
their pits are filfd up again 5 there feeming to 
be a particular matrix in the Earth that greedily 
imbibes thole fulphureous parncles, which ( in 
like fort as divers even mineral atoms are fup~ 
pos'd to do ) we may imagine perpetually to wan- 
der and float about in the Air, till they 
with their proper receptacle. 

This Earth is efpecially found in Holland, Zut- 

phen, Frizeland, Overiffel, Drent. and the old Ampt, 
and in fome places of the Ommelands 5 ot which 
Turfs are made much after the fame manner as 
in fome parts of England, for they are cut out 
Lozenge-wife, and afterwards fet to dry in the 
Sun and Wind. In many places where they 
dig for thefe Turfs, particularly in Frizeland and 

K 2 Groningen, 
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Groningen, there are great numbers of under- 
ground Trees found, in which the trunks, boughs, 
and leaves do fo exactly appear, that ( as fbme 
relate) one may eafily diftinguifli the feveral 
lands of them ( concerning which we find others 
very much in the dark ), and very cafily difcern 
the feries of leaves which have fall n with every 
year. The tops of thefe Trees are obferv'd to 
ly generally Eaftward, and therefore it feems 
probable, that they were thrown down by We- 
ftern Winds, which on this Coaft are mofl boi- 
fterous and violent. 

In Zealand, and likewife in fbme places of 
Holland, particularly in the Country about Se- 
venhuyfen towards Ley den, they rake and fifli up 
the mud from the bottom of the water, and 
filling their Boats therewith, carry it to fome le- 
vel piece of ground, upon which they fpread it 
of an equal thicknefs as near as they can, leav- 
ing it fo to drain and dry, and after a while tread- 
ing it with broad boards faft'ned under their feet, 
to make it clofe and fmooth. When it is mo- 
derately dry they cut it with a particular kind 
of Spade, into pieces for fhape and bigneis re- 
fembling Bricks 5 which they pile up afterwards 
in fuch a manner, that the wind blowing be- 
tween the different rows and lays of them they 
may be thoroughly dry'd. In fuch places as can 
be neither of thefe two ways provided of firing, 
the poorer fort not being able to buy the fore- 
faid fuel, and having it convey'd to their habi- 
tations, are fore'd to content themfelves either 
with Heath or other fhrubs, or with Cow-dung 
dry'd and order'd fome what after the fame man- 
ner. The belt Turfs are reported to be in Friz?- 
land 5 which have a great deal of Sulphur in 
them, and mixt with wood make an excellent 
nre. Great ftore hereof is tranfported into Zea- 
land, which together with Scotch Coal fupplies 
that Province with the beft part of their fuel 5 
the States whereof refenting the impofition for- 
merly laid by Holland upon the faid Turf; as it 
was daily convey'd thorough their Province into 
Zealand, did in requital but the other day lay 
the like duty upon the Beer of Holland that panes 
thorough Zealand into Flanders 5 which created 
no fmall difference between the Provinces, not 
very eafily to be determined without the autho- 
rity as well as mediation of a Stadtholder 5 whofe 
office they have of late years bv many inftances 
of the like nature , found to be neither infigni- 
ncant nor dangerous. 

They have no native Fotfil Salt, nay it is but 
in fome places, and in fmall quantities, that they 
collect it out of the Sea-water 5 but they have an 
excellent art in boiling and purifying that which 
is brought in great abundance to them out of 
other Countries, and efpecially out of France. 
This is chiefly done in Holland and Zealand, in 

u rn j T hld ? Provinces > and principally in 
the Ifland of Schowen, they did formerly (for 
now it is quite disus'd ) gather a Salt out of the 

2^ u ^.° f Earth impregnated ( as may be 
fuppos d ) therewith by their frequent inundati- 
ons from the Sea Ifweconfider, firft that this 
* A c ° mi ? odlt y th3 * tney have at fecond hand 
and then how much muft be fpent in prefervin* 
their Butter, their Beef, and odier Flefhf both fo? 
their own ufe at home, and for their Ships and 
Garrifons in divers parts of the world, and alfo 

nuSbe^f H eir ^i«r ci * ll y " 

ove^lf F " cmn ^7 h «* they yearly diftribute 
tity of Salt purely fufficient ^ tJ^X' 

l u ; J f ' f , wc tkonfc take nonce, that they have 
not only abundantly enough for themfelvL b^r 
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furnifh feveral of their neighbour Countries with 
the fame, it will certainly appear one of the great- 
eft inftances that can be given of the prodigious 
effects of labour and induftry. 

Their richeft foil for Corn is in Geldre, North Soil an 
Holland, Zealand, the greateft part of the Lord- Grains 
fhip of Vtrecht, fbme parts of Overijfel, and a 
certain District of Friz?, of Groningen, the Om* 
lands, and Drente 3 which places, affifted by the 
labour and skill of the Husbandman produce 
many kinds of Grain, tho the fame Grain does 
not thrive and yeild equally in all of them. For 
the Fields of Geldre (efpecially within the Quar- 
ter of Nimeghen ) , as likewife of Zealand and 
North Holland, and that part of Vtrecht which 
they call Het Overftitcht , bears one vear true 
Wheat, which they call Summer- Wheat, and for 
two years following another fort call'd bv them 
Winter- Wheat, nam'd in Latin Siligo, and Tritico- 
Speltum, as alfo Zeo-Speltum, refemb.'ing Barly, 
in having a beard, as well as in the fhape and 
hanging of the ear, tho the grain it felf be like 
a thinner and fknderer Wheat. The fame fields 
bear likewife very well Barly, Oats, Peafe, and 
Beans 5 and are fufficiently kept in heart bv ly- 
ingfallowand being carefully manur'd every fixth 
year. The Velawe, a good part of the County 
of Zutphen, the hilly part of the Lordfttip of Z/- 
trecht, Drent, and molt parts of Overijfel, pro- 
duce very good Rye, which they call Roggbe. 
A kind of Grain call'd Boeci-rreydt, that is, Beech- 
wheat, very much us'd by their Brewers, grows 
plentifully in the foremention'd part of Vtrecht - 
as alfo in Drent, and alfo in fome places of the 
Velawe. The Fields of Zealand yeild great quan- ^ 
tities of Wheat of more then ordinary white- 
nefs. In the fame Province, as likewife in North- 
Holland they have abundance of Colewort-feed 
and Rape-feed ( out of which they exprefs an 
Oyl ), and the fame, tho but in fmall quanti- 
ties, in fome parts ^of Geldre and the Province 
of Vtrecht. In Frizeland and the Omlands Barlv 

and Oats efpecially grow. They have little good 
Flax of their own growth, except it be in Zea- 
land, and there chiefly about Ter-Gces 3 but in lieu 
thereof,South//o//a/^ and the lower part oiVtrecht 
call'd t' Nederfticht, and fome places of Geldre 
produce excellent Hemp in great abundance 

Among the other productions of thefe Coun- 
tries, their Madder ( which they call Krappe or 
Mee-Krappe ) deferves the Arft place, which is 
planted and cultivated with no ordinary care in 
Zealand, and fometimes yeilds very great profit 
to the pofTeuor 3 tho the price of it hf s been ob- 
ferv d to rife and &11 more then aimoft of any 
other commodity 5 for whereas in the year 1^2 
it was fold for above fixty, the year following 

weight° tWenty " 0nCCar0linC Fl ° rinS thc hund ^ 

Hops grow very plentifully in the Quarter of 
*™&e** m the Velawe, the Lordfhip tfVtrecbt ' 
and that part of Holland that borders upon Bra- 
bant 5 being cultivated with great care by the 

/ To , th , cfc wc m *y a dd, that in Zea- 

K^^t* A ? CS °f Fre ™ h B^ns which 
bn U Wn J t dlilrib ^ d and vended in the neigh- 

raJi 1 ?? l T Cr 3 r ? unds are divided by innume- 

caufe fh 1 ^ ^ ara ^ ial Ch annels s and bt 
caufe they are frequently overflown, arc (as 
we have elfewhere obferved ) furnii'd with 

fj T l n r Um , ber of Wnd-Mxlls , by the 
help whereof they are in convenient time 
thoroughly drain d and made d^f^d fo ™ 

joy the great benefit of inundations ^without t^c 

injury 
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injury which would be done them by lying too 
long under water. It is not therefore a thing to 
be wonder'd at, that their pafture grounds are 
exceeding rich 5 which is efpecially obfervable 
in Holland, Friz?, the Omlands, the lower Di(iri6t 
of the Province of Utrecht, part of the Velawe 
in Geldre, and that tracl: of ground near Swoll 
in Overijfel, call'd Maftebroeckh to which may be 
added, divers parts of feveral Provinces lying 
along the courfe of their Rivers, and efpeciaJlv 
upon the banks of the Waal, Ifel, Leek., and Mofe. 
All thefe produce excellent Grafs, mixt wirh a 
great quantity of fweet Trefoil 5 and fo rich in 
it felf, that it is judg'd by fome litdc inferior for 
feeding Cattle to Oats or Barly 5 which they con- 
clude from their Hay being much apter then that 
of other Countries, if not thorowly dry'd before 
it be ftackU up to ferment and take fire within 
it felf. By the abundance of this choice Grafs are 
principally occafion'd thofe vaft Herds of Cattle 
which are bred thorowout thefe Provinces, efpe- 
cially of Cows ( an ordinary Boor oftentimes 
keeping between twenty and thirty of them ) 
which ( as Conringius affures us ) yeild at two 
feveral times in the day a greater quantity of 
Milk then thofe of any other Country in the 
world 5 it being related by others, that in fome 
parts of Holland they give no lefs then three 
great Pails or Buckets of Milk in a dav. Of this 
they make a great deal of Butter, which is ac- 
counted by them as part of their molt delicate 
fare, having it ferv'd up in their fecond Courfes 
and being lovers of it even to a proverb 5 in the 
art of making and faking whereof, and preferv- 
ing it : from growing rank, they excel molt, if 
not all, other Nations. In Friz? and the Omlands 
that is molt efteem'd which is made of the later- 
math grazing, but in all other places M^y-But- 
ter has the preeminence. There are alfo great 
quantities of Cheefe made in thefe Countries for 
which commodity Holland far exceeds the other 
Irovmces 5 and in Holland that is efteem'd by 
fome much the beft ( being judg'd not inferior 
toParmefan) which is made at Edam, two leagues 
torn Home 5 although m fome part of the Lord- 

?x?I ^ tre r C ^ U Particularly at a little Village 
call d Benfchop, as alfo in thc fmall Ifland of the 
Jexel, there is that made which is accounted ex- 
cellent good and which may pofiibly contend 
tor place with the former. 

It is hardly credible what great care is taken by 
the Landlords as well as Tenants, not only for 
keeping in heart, but improving their Lands 5 the 
hrft whereof obliges the other by Leafe to apply 
certain portions of ground to fuch and fuch par- 
ocular ufes 5 not to feed above fo many head of 
eatde in a determinate number of Acres 5 to fee 
that the old Ditches be well fcour'd and kept 
open, and where they are wanting to have new 
ones cut 5 to let the plow'd fields Ivc fallow one 
year in fo many , and then to give them new 
heart with a full and fufheient quantity of duns 
Nor do the others look upon thefe as burthen- 
iome impofitions, being in their own nature as 
covetous of labour and toil,as of gain and riches 
which mate them continually vye with oncano-' 
ther, and ftnve all manner of ways to make im- 
provement of their Farms. 

. 9 f - thcir sreat ^ indefatigable induftry 
in draining not only Fens, but entire Lakes of 

coniiderable compafs and depth, we fhall have 

r^5° n »«««ftcr 5 and therefore in 

this place ihall pafs forward to give an account 
ot fome particular ways by which there is much 
prejudice done to their Com and Fruits 

Some years are foflrangely productive of field- 
mice, that the very young ones are no fooner 

Netherlands. 
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them that way is either confum'd above ground 
or convey d into their holes and burroughs. Nay 
after the grain is carry'd into the Barn they iidl 
purfue and devour it 5 and the husbandmen are 
fore d to fet pots half fill 'd with water in the 
ground, to intercept and drown them before they 
come to their ftacks of Corn. There is alfo ( as 
we have it from Vbbo Emmius ) a fmall Infect 
about an Inch long, but no thicker at firit then 
a llender thread, which in the Winter Months 
come along with their mifts and fogs, in which 
we may fuppofe it engenderd. Cold feems na- 
tural to it, fo that it endures frofty and fnowy 
weather very well, and upon the hrit approach 
of the warmer feafon, in the nights and morn- 
ings feeds upon and deftroys the new fprun* 
blades of C^rn 5 but about Sun-rifmg retires again 
under the Earth, and there alfo does no fmall 
narm, being employ'd all the day in confumins 
the tender roots of the fame. It is happy for 
the Husbandman if the Summers heat come 
early on, for then the whole brood of diefe 
noxious Infeas do utterly perifh by the end of 
May 5 otherwife they thrive and encreafe *o the 
bignefs of a mans little finger, and at length caft- 
ing thar coat, or rather {hell (for fuch it feems 
to be ) they change their fpecies, and become 
volatile. But befides thefe, about the beginning 
of the Spring, or as foon as the Trees put forth 
Leaves upon the firft Eaflern winds ( which are 
particularly obferv'd to conduce much to the 
generation of that Infect ) innumerable fwarms 
of Caterpillars appear h by which the faireft hopes 
of the Gardiner and Husbandman are oftentimes 
wholly fruftrated. 

There are exceeding fair Orchards in fome of Orchards 
thefe Provinces, the iargeft whereof are in the Gardens 
Betavpe- m which for fome miles together you&cc 
pafs in the Summer time between continued rows 
of Trees, touching each other, and loaded with 
all forts of Apples. Zealand alfo and Vtrecht 
are well ftor'd with them 5 but there are very 
few Orchards in Holland and Overijfel, and vet 
fewer in the Provinces of Frizeland and Gronin- 
w ? need not in this place ftav to admire 
the publick Gardens belonging to the Univerii- 
ties ot Leyden, Franik?r, Groningen, and Vtrecht 5 
and we may pafs by thofe alfo of the Prince of 
Orange, and that which belongs to the Citv of 
Amfterdam 5 for there is hardly any Herb, Flower, 
Seed, Bulbous root, whether for food or not, 
nay there is fcarce any Tree or Shrub ( even 

C ru^ Jn ^ fortS °^ Vines ) the curioiity 

of this people has not furnifh'd their private Gar- 
dens withall. As for the peculiar love thev have 
for Flowers, it has been fo extravagant, that fome 
writers have call'd it Tnlipomania ( from their 
peculiar doting upon the various kinds of Tulips) 
being Jook'd upon by them as an epidemical kind 
of madnefs ( and it may poflibly deferve the name 
of an extraordinary folly ) which about the year 

1 ^ lj* ^ canac * n a manner univerfal 5 the very 
Coolers and Weavers abandoning their Looms 

2° u ^ ta ^ s> md promifing themfelves infinite pro- 
fit by a more pleafant and gainful employment* 

In Alcmaer, Harlem^ Goud\ Middle kurg, and Z>- 

trecht there were large Shops, or ratrter Burfes 
erecfted for this new fort of trafTick 5 where per- 
fons of all callings and conditions, neglecting 
their own trades and bufinefs, continually flock'd 
together* and fo powerf ul was this general frenzy, 

I- that 
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fe„°Sfc that could afford to pay for it 3 a- 
mon-ft whom to this day it is fhU found in no 

colTefs'd bv it then the Citizens of V* e ? h *- , 
P We have given fome account of their Woods 
and Forefts in our general defection of all thefe 
Provinces. In this place we fhall ^<^fnly 
obferve, that in the opinion of divers good Au- 
thor not only the Province of Holland, but 
Frizeland and Groningen, and indeed all the Coun- 
tries of the Union were anciently nothing eiie 
but lame Forefts. One argument whereof may 
be drawn from the infinite number of Trees found 
upon the digging up of their mofty and fenny 
qrounds 3 of which it feems much more pro- 
bable, that they originally grew there, then that 
thev were convev'd thither from other places 5 
efpecially if we rcflccl: upon what is above-men- 
tion d, -viz, that the tops of them generally lye 
Eaftward, from whence may be inferrd, that 
they were blown down by Wefterly winds, which 
are far moft boifterous upon thefe Coafts. As 
for their being Firs, or at lead fuch Trees as are 
not natural to thefe Countries 3 the firft is very 
much doubted, nay abfolutely denied by good 
Authors 3 and as for the later , why may not 
their foaking fo many ages in that fulphureous 
Turfy Earth alter in fome meafure the very gram 
and texture of their parts, and not only preferve 
them from corruption, but give them that in- 
flammability upon which the forcfaid con je&ures 
are principally grounded. Their lying fo deep 
in the ground is an argument indeed of its be- 
ing a very long time fince they grew there 5 and 
we may fuppofe, that thofe places were anciently 
( as again at this day ) part of the firm land, and 
that ( upon fuch prodigious inundations as no 
queftion accompanied the tempefts which blew 
down the trees) they were fw allowed up by the 
Sea 5 continuing in the poffeflion of the fame 
till fuch time as the Rivers had brought down 
fo much earth and mud as not only fuffie'd to 
cover the trees, but to fill up all the (hallows, 
and make a confiderable depth of firm earth. But 
thefe things being beyond the limits of our pre- 
fent undertaking, we leave them to the confede- 
ration of thofe whofe bufinefs and inclination 
leads them to a thorow difquifition of the na- 
ture of things. 

There are good (lore of Hares in Geldre, Zea- 
land, Utrecht, Overiffel, and Drente 3 and exceed- 
ing great is the number of Rabbets in the Sandy- 
hills of Holland and Zealand, call'd by them Day- 
ne?2 ( that is, the Downs ) and lying about the 
Sea-fhore^ which places, though otherwife bar- 
ren, produce abundance of Sow-thiftle 5 an herb, 
as is generally well known, which thofe creatures 
chiefly delight to feed upon. It is prohibited all 
perfons, except the Nobles of the Country, to 
kill or take any of them, under a certain fine, 
without a particular licence firft obtained from 
thofe that are impo wer'd co/grant the fame 5 fuch as 
in Holland is the high Hun tfman of that Province. 
Yet the neighbouring Pefants adventure to catch 
them in Winter-time, which is done when there 
is much Snow upon the ground 5 for then they 
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fo bold as to come into their Gardens and 
cack-fides, and with green Cabbage-leaves are 
cafilv entie'd down by a board into their Cellars 5 
but no man brags publickly of his art or good 
fortune 3 nay they fcarce count it fate to invite 
their mod familiar acquaintance to partake of 
the booty. There are particular Laws, with 
Officers appointed for that purpofe, to reftrain 
the liberty of Hunting, even perfons of better 
rank being confin'd in this point, and the nobler 
Game refcrv'd for the pleafure of the Prince. Yec 
is there hardly any Deer in thefe Provinces, ex- 
cept it be in the Velawe, in Twente and Drente, 

and fometimes in the Lordihip of Vtrecht 5 in 
which places there are fo great a number of Foxes, 
that there is a price paid by the pubhek for every 
one that is taken 3 a higher rate being put upon 
Wolves, by whom fome parts of thefe Countries 
are infefted, efpecially thofe that border upon 
Weftphalia and the body of Germany. At certain 
times divers Villages meet together and join skill 
and forces for their deftruction 3 bringing with 
them their Nets and other ncceffary inftrurnents 
provided and kept for that purpofe. Wild Boars 
are very rare 3 yet are they oftentimes, but in no 
great number, found in Drente and Twente. In 
the fame places do Squirrels breed in great num- 
bers, which the inhabitants love to catch youngs 
and keep tame in Cagesrand in fome parts oiDrente 
there is faid to be a Beaft of a middle nature be- 
tween Swine and Bears. 

There is good {lore of Horfes (and thofe of 7; 
the better fort ) bred in Frizeland, Utrecht, and beafts. 
the Omlands 5 and that the breed of them may Hor fo 
not be debas'd, the Villages contribute among 
themfelves for the keeping of a good Stallion, 
to whom alone every man is oblig'd under a 
penalty to bring his Mare. Others inform us, 
that there are great breeds of choice Horfes not 
only in the forefaid Provinces, but alfo in Geldre 
and North Holland 3 by which the induftrious 
Grazier makes confiderable gains, felling them 
in France and Germany ( where they are much 
valu'd ) to good advantage. They are com- 
mended by Conringius for their large fize, deli- 
cate colour, and excellent (ha pes 3 but they have 
however great heavy heads, though not alto- 
gether fo bad in that refpedt as formerly, that is 
before they endeavour'd to mend their own breed 
by purchacing the choiceft Stallions out of the 
neighbour Countries. 

In fome places there is a good Trade driven £ omt 
amongft them by feeding Cows and Oxen, but# x ^ 
the number of their own breeding being no way 
proportionable to the multitude of their peo- 
ple, and the necefTary provifion to be made for 
their Garrifons ( befides the fupporting of their 
great and more beneficial trade, as they find it, 
in Butter and Cheefe ) every Spring they bring 
out of Holfatia, and the nearer! parts of Den- 
mark* many thoufand head of Cattel, befides 
great numbers which they have out of Eaji-Frize- 
land, and other Countries beyond the Ems. Con- 
ringius makes no mention of their Trade in this 
kind with England 3 fb that it feems to be incon- 
fiderable compar'd with that of the forefaid Coun- 
tries 3 whofe Cattle with the rich Grafs of the 
United Provinces are wonderfully fatten'd by Octo- 
ber following, at which time they are generally 
knock'd on the head and difpos'd of for ufe. The 
largefl and fatteft Cattle in all the Low-Countries 
arc thofe which are bred in the drain'd Lands of 
North Holland. 

There arc alfb great numbers of Sheep in fe- §j jee j. 
veral of thefe Provinces 3 but the Mutton of 
Zealand exceeds the reft as to the delicacy of taft, 
which is attributed to their feeding upon Grafs 

and 
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and Herbs abounding in Salt, and growing plen- 
tifully in the Iflands of that Province. Others 
prefer the Mutton of the Velawe and Drente, and 
of fome part of Utrecht and Omdfel (though 
not fo fat as the former ) attributing its pleafant 
relifh to a fort of low (hrub or heath which they 
call fweet Broom, Thefe afford little milk, but 
of that little is made moft excellent Cheefe. 

The Husbandmen breed many Swine, the fieih 
whereof is but indifferent (they being fed with 
Whey, and fuch like wafhy nounfcmcnt ), yet 
are great quantities of it yearly faked, and fent 

into both the Indies. 

A multitude of Storks frequent thefe Coun- 
tries, building and breeding upon their Chim- 
nies as well in Cities as Towns and Villages 3 
but' not (as fome imagine) in the Territories 
of Commonwealths only 3 for the like is obf er- 

vable ( as Mr. Ray informs us ) at Louvain, and 
other places within the King of Spain's Domi- 
nions. If we believe Conringius, about the be- 
ginning of Auguji they take their flight, toge- 
ther with their young ones, for Afnck 3 from 
whence he fuppofes them to refort yearly hither, 
and that generally upon a fet day, z^the twenty- 
fecond of February. The number of wild Ducks 
which from Norway and the fhores of the Baltic k. 
Sea refort hither, is fcarce to be imagin d. They 
abound in all the Provinces, but efpecially where 
there is the greateft number of Channels and mar- 
£hv places 3 and that chiefly towards the end ot 
Autumn or beginning of Winter. Of Partridges 
there are the greatclt ftore in Geldre, Utrecht, Over- 
iff el and Drente. In the beginning of Autumn, 
efpecially if the Eaft wind blow, great numbers 
of Snipes are brought into thefe Countries, the 
way of taking them being chiefly with Nets. 
Thefe Provinces are likewife in fome- places well 
ftor'd with Thrufhes, fo much commended by 
the Poet Martial. Water-hens alfo , reckon d 
among the delicacies of their Tables, are taken 
about the Fens of Overt f el and Drente. Here arc 
moreover Herons ( belonging of old only to 
Nobles, near whofe Houfcs are tall ftatcly Trees 
in which thev build, no man being permitted 
to difturb or moleft them ) 3 and Larks in very 
great abundance, being taken in Nets by thofe 
who have nothing to do, or at leaft have not a 
more beneficial employment. To thefe may 
be added, Quails in their Corn-fields 3 Chaffinches, 
in Autumn very frequent, efpecially in Holland 5 
and Sparrows, which breed every-where 3- toge- 
ther with large flocks of wild Geefe. The Heath- 
Cock, or Cock of the Wood, is but fcldom found 
here 3 vet are there fome in Overifel and the Ve- 
law, moll excellent in their kind. They have 
likewife wild Swans, but in no great number. 
Plovers, or Lapwings, call'd from the noife they 
make Kieveten, are very numerous in Frizeland 
and Holland, their Eggs being eaten as a great 
delicacy, altho it be prohibited at this day in 
Holland, left the number of the Birds themfelves 
fhould be thereby too far diminifh'd. Tame 
Swans are in great efteem among them, not for 
their fleflb, which they feldom eat, but becaufe 
it is by fpecial priviledg that any one is allow'd 
to keep them 3 which in fome places only be- 
longs to Nobles, or to thofe at leaft who are 
poffcfs'd of fuch Lordfhips as have the faid pri- 
viledg annex'd to them. They are moreover 
kept at the public charge in the Moats and Ditches 
of divers Cities, a particular Officer being ap- 
pointed by the Magiftrates of the fame to take 
care of them. It is not lawful for every man 
to (hoot their Pidgeons, even thofe that are ac- 
counted wild 3 for which there arc Dove-houfes 
in mod places built not far from their Villages, 
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in which they ufually lay their Eggs and breed. 
As for the other fort of them, which are tarn: 
and domeftick, they are not only highly priz'd, 
but ( efpecially thofe which are deck'd with cu- 
rious and varioufly colour d Feathers) even doted 
upon bv fuch as are fanciful,and have little to do. 
As for common Hens and Cocks, Turky-Cocks, 
and tame Ducks, there are great plenty ot them 
thorowout thefe Provinces 5 the befl pucks be- 
ing obferv'd to be bred about the River Ling. 
About the Feaft of St. Martin there are particu- 
lar Markets kept in feveral places for the felling 
of Geefe 3 which fome fuppofe to be in honour 
to the faid Saint, Bifnop of Tours, to whom there 
were many Churches dedicated in thefe Provinces. 
However that be, there is certainly fomething 
in it which many men will call fupcrftitious, for 
at fuch times the pooreft man among them will 
be fure, whatever it coft him, to get a Goofe 
for himfelf and his Family. 

The right of fifoing, efpecially in the Province Fifb in 
of Holland, is faid to have belonged originally and near 
to the whole body of the people, and afterwards their own 
to have been tranflated to, and made a prcro- Rivers. 
gative of their Princes 3 it being prohibited all 
perfons without licence from them or the States 
of the Province 3 except in Waterland, and fome 
ftreams in Kennemerland , where the ancient li- 
berty is continu'd to this day 3 the inhabitants 
alfo of fome particular Cities claiming and mak- 
ing ufe of the fame priviledg. Yet is it free 
for every man to fifh with an Angle m any place 
of the United Netherlands. There are particu- 
lar Officers appointed, and that principally in 
the forcfaid Province of Holland, to take care 
that no man cranfgrefs the limits in this point 
prefcrib'd him by Laws and Cuftoms. The chief 
of their River-fifh ( for fo we will account them 
here, becaufe they not only fpawn and breed, 
but grow fat by the benefit and ufe of frefh wa- 
ters ) are Salmons 3 which are taken in grcateft 
plenty about the mouth of the Mofe, and in the 
Leck, h altho there are good, but not very many, 
caught at the mouth of the old Ijjelfhc chief Mar- 
kets for which filhare Dort, Schoonhouen,zx\A Cam- 
pen. The other moft ordinary River-fiili are Pikes, 
Mullcts,Perches,Trouts, Shadfifli 3 which laft may 
be rcckon'd a falt-water fifh, much after the man- 
ner of Salmons.They haveEels alfo in great abun- 
dance, which in fome places are faked, and fo kept 
for ufe. Moft of thefe are found not only m the 
larger Currents of the Mofe Scheld,Waal Rhine, jjel 
Leek, and Vecht, but in their artificial Channels 
and ftanding waters 5 befides great quantities 
fed in Ponds, made for that purpofe by the richer 
fort Of thofe that entirely belong to the ^ea, 
and are found in plenty near their Coatts, 
Habbardinc mav be accounted the chief; where- 
of sreat numbers are taken and faked by the 
Zealanders, and tranfported into all parts of the 
world. There are Haddocks alfo caught upon 
their Coafts 5 and the inhabitants ot the lexel, 
Vlie, Ameland, and Schelling, take fo great a num- 
ber of Soles, that they dry them for the mar- 
ket and fell them to good advantage m many 
foreign Countries. The neareft parts of the 
neighbouring, that is the B> itijh, Ocean fopphes 
them ( befides feveral other kinds of fifh ) with 
Scat numbers of Rays or Kates 
Sturgeons, a kind of Cod-fito call d a Pollard, 
Conors, Mackrel, Sole-filh of excellent tafte, 
call'd bv the Dutch Tongen , and Smelts , call d 
^ them Spieringen. Tney alfo take great num- 
bers of ul rrmls upon their own Caata ^ about 
the beginning of the Spring, but thele are not 

much^^ T thCP o?her 
for C ; Cockles and Mufcks , with divers other 
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forts of Shell-fito are found in great plenty upon 

^TTcho.en, one of the Zealand Hands 
t^o were found Oyflers of very good re- 
m and hardly Infenor'tc > the 
upon all perfonswere prohibited by the :M agi- 
tates, wLwcrcinhop^^tth^^tfcodc 
and breed there, to meddle with them But 
fuch was the avarice of the common Sea-men, 
that they (offer d tfa em not long to lye undifturb d 
fetching them away by night, and making what 
gains they could of them in the neighbouring 
places 5 fince which time we hear of no more 
Oyfter- Colonies that have endeavour d to feat 
themfelves upon the Dutch Coafts. 

Of their Whale-fifhing and Hemng-fifhing we 
fhall give fome account when we come to dil- 
courfe of their Trade, and therefore fhall only 
add here die manner of catching Sea-Dogs in 
the Ifland of Schelling , and in fome maritime 

places of Frizeland 3 which is thus : The men 
at certain hours when they know that fifh ufes 
to come out of the water, difguife themfelves 
in the skins of Beads, and dancing and playing 
antick tricks before them, draw by degrees the 
unwary creatures from the (hore. Others in the 
mean time fet their Nets between them and the 
fait water, and then the firft reaffume their hu- 
mane ihape, turn upon and purfue them towards 
the Sea, which they endeavouring to recover, are 
entangf d in the faid Nets, and become a prey to 
thofc that feem'd to defign nothing clfe but to 

pleafe and divert them. 

Concerning the nature and difpofition of the 
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people, we find the account of travellers and fome 
of their own writers to be to this effect : That all 
pafCons feem cooler here then in moft otherCoun- 
tries, only their defire of getting money ( which 
fome may call avarice, tho it feldom break out 
into fraud, rapine , or oppreffion ) is not very 
moderate. Quarrels are feldom found among 
them, unlefs in their drink, and then are they 
ufually made up without any great harm done, 
being generally manag'd with words rather then 
blows 3 for their men will fcold like Oyfter- 
womcn, and give one another fuch language as 
would certainly in England never be put up 
without the genteel fatisiaction of a mans ha- 
ving his throat cut for being abus'd. Revenge 
and jcaloufie are feldom known among them, 
even the better fort having little fenfe of what 
we call honour , and governing themfelves ra- 
ther by the rules of profit and advantage, then 
by thofe (as we term them) of generofity and 
decorum. One would judge from their cruel- 
ties exercis'd upon the Englijh in Amboina, and 
the barbarous murther of the de Wits an. 1 672 , 
that they were a bloody and favage people in 
their nature and difpofition, and that their fe- 
rity may not (hew it felf but when excited by 
rage or avarice, or fome other impetuous vice 
or parTIon. They are not airy enough for the 
tranfports of joy, or any unufual drains of plea- 
fant humour, nor are they warm enough for 
love, which is rather perforated then really en- 
tertain'd by the men 3 while the women feem 
not much concern'd whether they are in earned 
or no : among whom, efpecially when marrid , 
chaftity feems hereditary and habitual 5 upon 
which account they converfe freely with men, 
without any cenfure or fcandal. Indeed they arc 
generally obfery d to be capable of no other love 
then that of their Country, to which they ( de- 
firous to cxprefs how exceeding dear it is to 
them) give a more cmpbatical appellation then 
moft other Nations, calling it by the name of 
their Fazlier-land = which nevexrhekfs feems to be 
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implicitely parallei'd by the Greeks and Latins. 
in the terms of «V»* Patria. Their induftry 
no Nation can equal, and their obftinacy in go- 
ing on to effect what they once attempt is al- 
moft incredible 3 for they will hardly ever defift 
till they have obtain d their end 5 never com- 
plaining of the pains they take in getting money, 
but going as merrily to the Indies as if they went 
to their own Country houfes. Sir William Temple 
fays, he knew a man among them that employ'd 
four and twenty years in making a Globe , and 
another above thirty about the inlaying of a 
Table 5 which perfevering humour may be fup- 
pos'd to have contributed very much towards 
the great things, whether publick or private, 
that have been compleated or atchiev'd among 
them 3 and indeed it feems probable, that hardly 
any people of a different temper would ha ve per- 
filled with fb much obftinacy as did the inhabi- 
tants of thefe Provinces in cafting off the yoke 
of Spain, and erecting their new Government j 
and that through fo many almoft invincible 
difficulties. The common people generally much 
dread their fuperiors, and are reported to take 
great plcafure in running up and down to fee 
or hear any new or ff range thing 3 yet are they 
faid not eafily to give credit to ftrange ftories 
and wonderful accidents, reported to have hap- 
pened a great way off 3 and when by their filence 
and pofture they feem to admire fuch relations, 
it is then they believe lead of all what you -fay 5 
the reafbn of their ferious attention being none 
other, but becaufe they love to be civil, and do 
not take pleafure in contradicting. They much 
admire any thing that is rich and gay, infomuch 
that when my Lord Ambaflador Hollisjn order to 
the Treaty to be held at that place an.i66$,made 
his Entry into Bredajhc Coronets that were on the 
top of hisCoach are reported to have been the talk 
and wonder of all the Country round about. They 
are much given to talk of State-affairs, the rea- 
fbn whereof by one is fuppos'd to be becaufe the 
mean eft of them does not defpair of attaining to 
fome considerable place in the Government. 
Their prodigious love of freedom and equality, 
makes them exceedingly taken with thofe, who 
being of higher rank will condefcend to eat and 
drink, and converfe familiarly with them 3 and 
this was one of the principal artifices by which 
William I. the great Prince of Orange, is report- 
ed to have got the hearts of the common peo- 
ple. From hence it has been concluded by fome 
that if you would either humble a proud man, 
or make him ft ark mad, you muff fend him into 
Holland, for there he is fure to be defpis'd and 
affronted 3 and no quelf ion but the confequence 
thereof muff prove one of the two forefaid ef- 
fects. In thefe Countries we may well fuppofe ic 
a hainous offence for one man to beat another, c- 
ven Mafters and Miftreffes having no fuch au- 
thority over their fervants 5 for if they correct: a 
fervant with blows, and complaint be made to 
the Magiftrate, they are forced to pay a' fine, nay 
oftentimes to give him his years wages , though 
not due, and fo fend him away. It is reported 
that the German Students in Holland had fome 
years fince a defire to introduce a Cuftom which 
is in ufe in their own Univerfities , accord- 
ing to which the Frefhmen, or new Comers, arc 
very ill treated the firft year s but the Dutch Ma- 
giftrates obftinately oppos'd it, and would not 
fuffer aflavifh (for fuch they accounted it) though 
perhaps ufeful> difcipline to be brought into their 
free Country. Indeed the bent of all their 
thoughts and ftudy is only to get mony, and fc- 
cure their liberty 5 though that faying of Tacitus 
be ftii] true of them (as was lately experience! in 

the 
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the fatal anarchy of their pure Commonwealth 

as thev term'd it) -viz. that nec pofunt totam liber- 
totem nec fervitutem pan 5 for it is yery certain that 
as thev are impatient of fervitude, fo are they a 
moft unrulv and ungovernable people when 
thev once feel the Reins of power a little more 
then ordinarilv flacknd. Strada fays of them 
that nulli magis fervitutem execrantur nullt me- 
lius patiuntur, and the experience of this and 
the laft age has. made good that Character of 
them 3 for it feems to be the name of Liberty 
rather then the thing ic felf, which they have af- 
ter an infinite expence of Blood and Treafure, 
afferted to themfelves j and many men are of o- 
pinion that to preferve a notional liberty they 
have brought themfelves into a real fiavery, at 
leaft if we judge by the common Rules by 
which it is meafurd among other Nations, 
one principal badge whereof is accounted in- 
tolerable Taxes and Contributions. So that 
fome would fav of them with relation to Spam, 
as Pliny does of their neighbours the Chauci 
in relation to the Romans 3 defcribing them as a 
miferablv poor people (and fuch poftiibly may 
the body of them be accounted, if we judge not 
from what they poftefs, but what they enjoy) li- 
ving within the compafs of the Tides, and feed- 
ing*onl v upon Fifh, and yet fo fond of that which 
they calrd Liberty, that he adds of them 5 is- b* 

gentes ft vincantur hodie a populo Romano fervire fe 
dicunt. It a eft profetlo, mult is for tuna par cit inpaznam. 

It may not be amifs to take notice here that the 
antient Gauls are reported by Tacitus to have 
fought for Liberty, as the Germans for Booty, 
and the Batavians for Glory 5 and yet, as if the 
very Genius of thefe people were alter'd, and their 
Countries had changed places and Climates with 
each other, no people at this day more fervily o- 
bey then the common French, none are more ad- 
dicted to gain then the Dutch, and none more ar- 
dently defirous of honour by Martial exploits 

then the Germans. m f 

The account of their people confider a ac- 
cording to their different Qualities, ways of E- 
ducation, Profeflions or Employments runs thus. 
rs , Their Inkeepers , Waggoners ( who bait them- 
es- ' felves and horfes four or five times a day ) Boat- 
men, Porters, and the like, are a very furly and 
uncivil fort of men. Their Boors are diligent ra- 
ther then laborious, dull and flow of understand- 
ing, and fo not dealt with by haft y words, but 
manag'd eafily by foft and fair. In the Gountry 
and Villages, not near their great Towns, they 
are fo fimply honeft that they refufe to take more, 
if orfer'd, nay though prefs'd upon them, then 
the current price for any piece of fervice or la- 
iners. bour perform'd. Their Mariners are a plain, but 
much rougher people 5 they are furly and ill 
manner'd, which is miftaken for pride. Thefe 
qualities may be contracted by their being gene- 
rally employ 'd amongft Winds and Waves, and 
having little converfation with the more, civil 
part of mankind, asaifo by their ufing a more 
hearty diet then the Boors, their food being for 
the moft part Fifh and Corn, as that of the others 
Herbs and Roots. Their valour is rather paftivc 
then active, and their Language little more then 
what is ncceflary for their bufinefs. All ordinary 
differences arifing between Skippers and Foremen 
( or Wagoners ) as who (hall carry fuch Paflen- 
gers as offer themfelves <&c. are decided by caft- 
ing the Die. Their Merchants and Tradefmen 
tsand of all forts having the advantage of Commerce 
and variety of Converfation , are more mercu- 
rial 5 it being obferv'd of their people in gene- 
ral, that they were formerly accounted of dull 
and heavy parts, but that their frequent wars , 
k * Netherlands. 
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their univerfal Traffick abroad, and their mixture 
at home with all Nations in the world, (ab ->ve 
one half of thefe that inhabit the Towns being 
either ftrangers or defcended from them) have 
afforded them fuch advantages of knowledge 
and experience, that no men fhew more craft and 
fubtilty then they both in matters of Trade and 
Treaty. Yet are they ftill found better at imita- 
tation (for many times they out-do the O- 
riginal) then at invention, which proceeds from 
their indefatigable induftry in purfuing (as we 
have already related) what ever they fet about. 
They will impofe upon and exact where thev find 
ignorance and folly in thofe they deal with, and 
have the law in their own hands 5 otherwife they 
are the plaineft and beft dealers that may be. 
Thofe families that live upon their patrimonial Magi- 
Eftates in all the great Cities, are a people diftc- Jiraies. 
rently bred, and manner'd from Traders, though 
like them for modefty of garb and parcimony of 
living. Their fonsare generally bred up at Schools 
and at their Univerfities, efpecially at Leyden or 
Vtrecht, where they make their chief ftudy the 
Civil Law. Where thefe Families are rich, their 
fons after finiihing the courfe of their Studies at 
home, travel for fome years into forreign parts 5 
but efpecially into England and France $ feldom 
into Italy, and feldomer into Spain ? nor often in- 
to the Northern Countries, unlefs in the Train or 
Companv of fome publick Minifter. Their defign 
is to qualify them for the Magiftracy of their 
Towns and Provinces, for fuch are generally the 
Civil Officers of this Government, the fame con- 
tinuing in families many years and in fome feve- 
ral Ages, and it is a great miftake among For- 
reiners to think that their Magiftracy is made up 
of mean and mechanical tradefmen 5 although 
Merchants and Traders in GrofTe are often feen in 
the Oilices of their Cities, and feveral that are of 
trie body of their States do turn their Stocks by 
Servants in the management of fome very bene- 
ficial Trade 5 but thefe as well as their ordinary 
Magiftrates, are generally perfons whofe Revenue 
confifts in the penfions of their publick charges, 
in the Rents of Lands or Interefts of Mony, or 
in the AcLions of the Eaft-India Company, or in 
fhares upon the adventures of great trading Mer- 
chants. Thefe notwithftanding do but feJuom 
arrive at great Riches, their public Salaries being 
low, and the Revenue of Land much lower, for 
it feldom exceeds two in the hundred 5 the mighty 
erowth and excefs of Riches, being among thofe 
fhat wholly apply themfelves to^raae, and have 
no fhare in the Government, defiring only f ecu- 
rity in what they poffefs. Yet thefe when they 
have attain d to great wealth breed up their fons 
that war, and love to marry their Daughters in- 
to fuch Families as have been habituated to the 
Government of their Towns and Provinces. 

Thev were never yet admir d by their Neigh- 
bours for quicknefs of parts, efpecially asto Poc- 
try and y et it is obfervabie that they aft ect the 
reputation of little lefs then extemporary per- 
formances even in that kind, for at the botcom 
of their commendatory Copies of Verfes to one 
anothers Books, they frequently put juft before 

their names h«craptim ^*J^^ ah *h?Z£ 
vovet jam jam abituriens M N. or the like ex- 
preflions, 4'hereby they feem to mumatc that 
what they had there written, was of a ver> naity 
compofure , and indeed there ^ feldome any 
thing either in their fancy or expreiTion, that can 
induce an Englijh Reader to think otherwife 

Their women are reported to be generally 
more taken with lafavious and obfeene talk then 
either the Englijh 01 ' French, ^darefaid b^ 
( yet others give them a better charaC ^££ 
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much to regard chaftity while unmarri ? d,though 
none prove afterwards more honcft and true to 
their husbands. Even thofe of the better fort 
do upon little acquaintance eafily admit of be- 
ing faluted with a kifs 5 and it is familiarly us'd a- 
mong themfelves either in frolicks, or upon de- 
partures and returns, though never fo fhort.The 
Wives are privy to all their Husbands counfels 
and defigns, and the men will feldom do any- 
thing without their advice and confent. Yet 
does not this indulgence make them enamour'd 
of their own Nation, for it is Cud that if a wo- 
man can get an Englijh Husband fhe will never 
marry a hutch one. The Cuftom mentioned by 
Erafmus, of faftning a piece of Linnen to the Ri _ 
or Rapper of the Door where a woman lies in, 
continues to this day. 

Roots and Herbs, Milk, Butter, Cheefe and Fifh 
are the ufiial Diet of this people, there being lit- 
tle Flelh eaten amongft them, and lefs of that 
frefh, then in any of their neighbour Nations 5 
and that little which they eat fo, being generally 
fent to fome publick Cooks (of whom they have 
therefore great number) to be roafted, boil'd or 
bak'dj another Traveller tells us that it is gene- 
rally ftew'd and made into Hotchpots. Among 
the tame Beafts, Goats are not us'd for food in 
any part of - the United Netherlands. Swines fieih 
is fold, either frefh kill'd , or dried in the fmoak. 
There is great care taken by the Magiftrates to 
prevent the killing or vending of difcas'd or un- 
wholefome Beafts, and through the Province of 
Holland there is a diftinct Market kept for the in- 
wards and extreme parts , which they call den 
Afvallas we the Offall. Towards November they 
that are able buy an Ox, or half a one if their 
family be but (mall 5 and that they fait or fmoak 
for the Summer folfowing, eating it then with 
butter or falade. Every Sunday they take a good 
piece out of their faking Tub, upon which they 
dine , and the remainder comes to the Table e- 
very day of the week after, either with milk or 
fome other difh. They do not love pottage fo 
much as the French, neither do they much efteem 
Leeks, Garlick, or Onions 3 yet are they nothing 
nice in their Diet, and they are only fuch as are 
very rich that are accuftom'd to eat after the 
French fafhion. The firft difh at Ordinaries and 
Entertainments is ufually a Salade, which they 
call Sla, and eat it in great abundance. Boil'd Spi- 
nage mined and butter'd , and fometimes with 
Currans added, is a great difh throughout all 
thefe Countries. The Common people feed 
much upon Cod-flfh and pickl'd Herring. Hung- 
beef is common in their Inns, which they eat 
fpreading it in flices upon butter d pieces of bread. 
They have four or five different forts of Cheefe, 
of which their green isfaidto be coloured with 
juvce of Sheepsdung. Milk is the cheapeit of all 
belly provifions amongft them. Their {Irons? 
beer (which they very properly call thick beer) 
J f n 1 f or ? bove three P e nce Englijh the quart 
Ail kinds of meat and drink in general are very 
dear among them, which muft be imputed chief- 
ly to their abundance of Mony, and greatnefs 
and number of Imports 5 but the day-wages of 
Workmen and Labourers are proportion bly 
high otherwife they would not be able to live 
Land is fold ac thirty and forty years purchafe and 
that as well as houfes is let at vcrvh^h 1 
Rents § by which means trad" anlt&C ^l 
rather made neceffary then only promoted 
whS er ^ a ^ Ce ^ ln A{fo ^ons in their Towns 
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ing upon a Corps totheGravc 5 afumrri of mo- 
ny, proportionable to the value of it, from him 
that buys a houfe 5 and another from the 
Heirs and kindred of any deceafed perfon, ac- 
cording to their Quality, Age, and Sex isre. I n 
each of thefe Neighbourhoods there is alfo a Ma- 
tter and certain Councclfors, whofe principal bu- 
finefs and care it is, to endeavour the making up 
of ail quarrels that happen among the Citizens, 
and prevent their going to law. When the fore- 
mention'd fines amount to a good round fumm 
they are to be laid out in a feaft, a certain day for 
which is appointed , though generally three or 
four days are beitow'd upon each of them. As 
foon as the neighbourhood is met, the Laws of 
the feaft are publickly read, the chiefefz whereof 
are, that no man ihall ftart any qu eft ion concern- 
ing Religion , which is prohibited for fear of 
breeding quarrels, and fpoiling good company, 
which could not pofl-bly be otherwife prevented' 
there being it may be in feveral of their Cities a- 
mong thirty of their men very near half as ma- 
ny Creeds and f worfhip. If any one prefs 
another to drink (which indeed feems very un- 
reafonable where men are free enough themfelves 
in taking their liquor) he is oblig'd to pay a cer- 
tain fine. He that ftrikes another is banifh'd the 
Company, and not admitted the next day, with- 
out crying peccavi, and asking pardon. In thefe 
meetings when the Mafter with his Councillors, 
or Alfeffors, are feated, the reft caft Lots for pre- 
cedency 3 which is no ftrange thing among a peo- 
ple that reckon themfclves upon a level with one 
another , wealth being not at all confider'd by 
them in thefe cafes, and only places in the Go- 
vernment advancing a man to a higher ftation 
then that of his Neighbours. About eight 
of the Clock they wait upon the Mafter from the 
place of entertainment to his own houfe, where 
be gin to drink afrefh, till moft of them are 
difmifs'd with a very confiderable dofe. 

And now we are come to mention their drink- Drin 
ing, we will be fo juft as to infert what is faid in 
their vindication upon that account. Some, and 
thofe very judicious perfons, are of opinion that 
it conduces not only to their health, but like- 
wife to the improvement of their underftanding 
in the midft of a thick foggy air, bef ides fo much 
coldnefs of temper and complexion 5 the warm 
vapors of their ftrong Liquors being fuppos'd to 
attenuate and . cnvigorate their Spirits, which 
would otherwife for the molt partlve frozen and 
unachve in their drowzy Cells. Yet are their chief 
Officers and Mimfters of State reported fcldom 
to exceed in this kind, and if they do it is faid to 
be only at feafts 3 and public entertamments,when 
it feems to be done rather to acquit themfclves 
in complying with others, then of their own in- 
clination. As for the Merchants and Traders with 
Sn^l accoun 1 te I d cuftomary, they are fo far 
^ n r f mk } n & till they have difpatch'd their bu- 

tc a A d a Cy nCVCV f ? much as oficr Drink 
deed Z A ° 1 & *? 8cr 111 the M °ming. Thefe in- 
deed fpend the afternoon, or at leaft the even- 

S r ! *? J if JS ce / ta i n] y not only lawful but ne- 
wirhc^ }° *f events of Spirits exhaufted 

Ind ! r n nd th f of m "ch bufinefs 

Laws, and neither hurt others nor themfclves. 

Their Gentlemen and Officers of thdrXmies „ v 

^^^^^ * m ° n * their 

loiriC re P°") continue the fame for divers 

years 



years with little or no variation 5 as likewife a- 
mong their Boors and Seamen. Others tell us 
(though I fuppofe this muft not be underftood of 
their common people) that they are as vain as 
their Neighbours in imitating the French in Garbe 
and Attire 5 there being upon that account great 
numbers of Taylors among them, who everv 
month receive from their Corrcfpondents at Pa- 
ris, little Images or Babies drefs'd and trick'd up 
after the neweft fafhion : which we know to be fo 
frequently chang'd, that the painter fhew'd his 
wit, (though he may be reckon'd fpareing of his 
pains and art) who being to reprefent a ^French- 
man in his proper habit, drew him ftark naked, 
with a piece of Cloath in his hand and a pair of 
Taylors ScilTors under his arm, as being not yet 

wholly refo J ved of what lhape his Cloaths fhould 
be made. 

ildings. The beauty and ftrength of their Towns, the 

commodioufiiefs, and fometimes magnificence 
of their publick Works,fuch as are Canals ,Bndge Sy 
Cavpfeyes, Sec. and many forts of Building, are 
very remarkable 3 which arc chiefly imputed to 
the Univerfal parcimony found among them in 
their private expences, and the fatisfaction that 
they generally take in things of that nature,which 
is to every private perfon as great as if each fum- 
ptuous or convenient Structure did really belon<> 
to his own particular Inheritance. But notwich^ 
ftanding all this they are very liberal in the a- 
dorning and furnifhing of their private Houfes h 
though feldom or never extravagant in the luxu- 
ry of Tables, or the expences of Cloaths or At- 
tendance. Scarce any man offers at an under- 
taking, which by an accurate cafting up all char- 
ges (much different from what is obfervable a- 
mongft us) he is not Mafter of before he begins 5 
fo that there feldome happens any building, whe- 
ther public or private not to be 6ni(hed at the 
fame expence and in the time at firft defign'd for 
it. There are very few thatch'd houfes in all 
thefe Provinces , and the rain which falls upon 
their houfcs is by Pipes and Gutters conveyed in- 
to a Ciftern, where it is prefer v'd for ufes of the 
family, as at Venice in Italy. In all the Cities and 
Towns of note throughout die United Nether- 
lands, there is a continual Watch kept night and 
day upon the higheft Steeples, for the more cer- 
tain and fpecdy difcovery of fires and ether acci- 
dents of a forprizing nature. 

..They ftrow fand upon their floors to prevent 
foiling them with any thing that would ftick as 
oyl, greafe <Sc. fuch things before they reach their 
Boards being fuck'd up by the Sand, and eaGlv 
iwept away with the fame. Not onlv their houf- 

11 r rn ^ urC ' butthei r Pofts, Walls, Glafs, and 
ail other things are kept cxtraordinarv neat and 
clean 5 nay fome take down the very tiles of their 
Penthoufes andcleanfc them. Yet here will we 
note by the by, that their women are not fo cu- 
rious and cleanly in drefling their meat, as the 
EngUjh. But as to the foreme'ition d point of 
cieanJinefs in their houfes, for le are fo curious 
that they will not let you come into their rub'd 
Rooms without putting on a pair of Slippers, or 
having your own Shoos made verv clean 5 the 
country people being in this refpect nothing lefs 
careful and mduftripus then the Citizens, and 
that not only as to their dwelling houfcs, but e- 
ven their very Stables. The Houfhold {tuff of 
the better fort is very rich, being of Gold, Silver, 
Carv d work,rare Hang ings and excellent Pictures, 
curious Cabinets nll'd with China &c. In houfes 
V I K . cntc f cainment, their beds are generally 
\u y conveniently fhort and narrow 5 

tit W ', rc ^ ulr ^ in f ome places ten, in moft 
iix Seav ers the man for every night, that is above 
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mat be "adf-.V? ^ ***™«cpcn (and theiame 
may be advis d as to Waggoners, Porters a id 
Boatmen) is to bargain with them before hand 

ers cSl'd r T ^^ S therC arC CC ^» <S M^- 
ers, calld CommifTanes in Caufes Matnmo- 

nial, whofe auchontv is not near fo lars-c as ^<-y» 
name feems to import 5 for although thev are cho- 
fen out of the chief Burghers, yet all thev havefo 
do is to take the names of the perfons to be 
marn d with fufneient teftimonv of their havin- 
obtain d the confent of Parents 'or others under 
whole Guaraianinip thev are. Thefe deliver the 
names of thofe whofe marriage tlicv approve of 
to the puolic Preacher of the Place, bv whom zc- 
nerj II v aiter Sermon (but in Am(hrda:ri and V 
*rec,>t before) the bancs are three 'times publiih'd 
The Roman Catholicks, Eemonftrants and Ana' 
Daptiits are permitted in divers Cities to have 
panes Didocmn the open Street before their Town 
halls, in which afterwards thev are lorn d toge- 
ther after their own way, but in the prefence of 
two of the Senators or Common Council men - 
though in many places they are conniv'd at bv 
the Magiftrates, and this is done in their o-^n 
private meetings after the forefaid publication of 
tneir names. It is looked upon as a moft unpa- 
rahcid crime for a man to beat his wife, which 
it he do ^according to a common faving amongft 
them) he muft give his Neighbours a Gammon 
pt iiacon: but if on the otiier hand ihe beat 
ijim, fhe is bound to give two. They are too in- 

■l^J thc2 f a ~^ e ^ and are frequently pu. 
nifli d fofficiently for it by their difobedience , for 
they often rebel againft their parents, and at laft 
either go of their own accord, or are fent to the 
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errors committed in their education, fork" vou 
blame any one of them for tins two great indul- 
gence to their children, he very paftionatelv re- 

pivs, dees any man fp oil his am face, or act off his 
orrn Aiofe ? 

The times of the day for Marriages and Burials Buria's 
are limited, but with difterence in refpect of Pla- 
ces, for at Breda thev muft burv their dead be- 
fore twelve of the Clock, and at Amfterdam not 
tih the aiternoon. Thev are'reported bv feme 
when they apprehend their friends at the point 
of deatn, or at leaft pair all hopes of recovery, 
out of tendernzfs and pitv to put them out of 
their pam, by withdrawing the Pillow, and other 
the Iikc means. The difterence between feveral 
Places ot the Confederate Provinces , as to the 
mctnod and circumftances of Burials is verv great 5 
for in fome Countries, as particular! v in Fri^e- 
land, men and women together follow the Corps, 
which in ot'iers is abfolutelv forbidden bv law! 
In fome places, and efpeciallv in the fmall Vil- 
lages, the company after the body is enter 'd meet 
either at a Banket, or a ftout' drinking bout 5 
which again in others is prohibited under the fe- 
vereft mulcts and penalties. In feveral parts of 
thefe Countries , the Corps being put in the 

comes back again 
to die houfe, and are entertain'd with wine (if 
the perfon deceased were of anv tolerable quafitv} 
but every man drinks what he pleafes, and goes 
away when he thinks fTt 5 although itis oftentimes 
taken to reflect upon die reft, that fome are fo 
brutifh as to get drunk before they depart. But 
perfons of a better rank prefent the Bearers with 
a fum of mony, which they afterwards fpend in 

publick houfe of entertainment. In their 
Cities" and Towns when any man dyes 5 their 
Dooden bidders, or Graven-bidders, who are in 
the nature of our Bell-men, are fent about to 
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invite the neighbours and relations to the Fu- 
neral 3 being for that purpofe in Amfterdam fur- 
nifh'd with a printed Catalogue of all their names. 
In thofc places where (as we have related ) they 
are to bury at a fet time of the day, the friends 
of the deceased are to pay a confiderable fine to 
the publick, if the Corps be not carried out at- 
the appointed hour 3 which is done to prevent 
the lofs of time, that being as precious to their 
Tradesmen, as Trade is efTential to the very be- 
ing of their Commonwealth. There is no Coun- 
try in the World where the Ceremony of mourn- 
ing for the dead is more punctually obferv'd 5 
the Children for the lofs of either Parent, and 
the Husband for Wife, and Wife for Husband, 
wearing ufually black a compleat year and fix 

weeks. 

The Roman Catholicks and Lutherans will not 

bury but in coniecrated places 5 which is look'd 

upon by others as a piece of fuperftition. Thofe 

that will ptirchafe a burying-place in the Church 

mult pay foundry for it 5 and the ringing the 

bigger! Bell cofts ufually no lefs then twenty - 

fhillings 5 which is a charge that thofe who 

have departed ( as they think, ) further!: from 

Rome will not be at 3 as counting it a thing 

not only fupermtious, but little lefs then ridicu- 
lous. 

Cards and Dice are as much us'd by them as 
by thejr neighbours 5 but no Action for Debts 
contracted by gaming are admitted into their 
Courts. They have an exercife peculiar to the 
Netherlander ( if we believe Conringius ), and that 
is by bowling with a wooden Bowl through an 
Iron Ring 5 there being particular places fet a- 
part for that purpofe, call'd by them Klofs-banen, 
and Bcghel-banen. We have already given an 
account of their ffiding with Skates, in our dif- 
courfe of their fcafons 5 and (hall therefore in this 
place only take notice, that in Winter-time, bur 
especially upon the Ice, they exercife themfelves 
by bandying a Ball with a wooden or leaden 
Club, till they have brought it to the determin'd 
Goal 3 which Game feems to refemble our Sto- 
ball play. We pafs by others of a more trivial 
nature, and fhall only take notice of their Tennis- 
Courts, which they have built after the French 

which are not rare in their great Ci- 
ties, there being divers of them in Amfterdam 
Leiden, Vtrecht, and the Hague 3 in the three laft 
mention d of which places, are moreover cer- 
tain large open Courts or Yards, in which they 
play towards a hVdpale withaClub and wooden 
Ball 3 and this they call Palmagie-banen. 

But altho thefe, and other the like exercifes 
it moderately us'd, cannot but conduce much 
to the health of any man, and of none more 
(as may be concluded from their Climate and 
Constitution ) then of the inhabitants of thefe 
Provinces 5 yet is it obferv'd, that the body of 
then: people being wholly intent upon gain and 
trade, leave all fuch employments and recreati- 
ons to the youth of their Gentry and Nobilitv 

nl^J^A* Sf ScnoaDy «puccd to have 

abandon d all bufinefs, and given . themfelves 
wholly over to eafe and pieafure CIIUC1VCS 

!i.t IC 1S Y on £y P^ation, that altho the pub- 
lick and authored Religion of the CountrV be 
Cahznzfm, yet do they not abftain from dancine 
whxh has been accounted fo horrid a crime £ 
mong their Brethren of Geneva, and other p7a C e S 
where men love to appear zealous in theelr^me 

at Weddings 3 andfomenmes, though not vrZ 
often, upon other occafions their T? a ?i 1 7 
the fame with that of /r~ ' ^ 
med.es alfo, and otfacrpi^fl^ffi^ 
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tance to which is order'd in fuch a manner, that 
at the fame door one man receives money for the 
Players and another exacts a certain tax for the 
State, which is diftributed among the poor, or 
other ways laid out upon pious ufes. 

It is a common and very true faying amon» 
them , efpecially in Holland, that he who will* 
work can never want 5 there being fo many dif- 
ferent forts of employment, and fo many Trades 
kept going, that any man with tolerable induftry 
is fure to be provided of a fubfiftence. Chil- 
dren get their living as foon as they are fit to be 
put to prentice 3 nay their very Channel cleanfers 
are reported to get no lefs then half a Crown a 
day when they work hard. But we cannot infift 
upon all their Arts and Occupations, and fhall 
therefore in this place mention only fome few of 
th em. 

Infinite is the number of Books printed in thefe Arts &c 
Countries 5 and to prevent abufes in that ufeful Printim 
Art many wholefome Laws have been made and 
enforced (particularly one an. 1639) though 
hardly any fo generally neglected as thofe of this 
nature 3 which occafion'd a Traveller not long 
fince to make this remark upon them, that they 

fay and print any thing and call it Liberty 5 though 

according to the faid Laws no Book ought to 
be brought to the Prefs, before it has had the 
approbation of the States of the refpective Pro-' 
vincc, or of fuch as are appointed by them to 
that purpofe. Mankind has been oblig'd to them 
for thofe large and numerous Maps, with the 
feveral Defcriptions of all parts of the World 
which together make up our former Atlas's 5 and 
as for Aftronomical , Geometrical , and other : 
Mathematical Instruments, fuch great numbers 
and choice of them arc not to be had in an v other 
Country as within the Dominions of this State - 

^t ^ alto A w a . 

Hague,, Ley den. 
Rotterdam and Middleburg m Zealand. 

The quantity of raw iilk brought by the Eali- 
India Company out of Perfia is not to beinia- 
gin d 5 it being reported that no fewer then twelve ; ? 
thoufand perfons are employ'd mecrly in fcpa- I 
rating and winding up the feme into Bottoms. % 
They make feveral forts of Silks or Stuffs, parti- 
cularly one which cpnfifts of Linnen, Wool- 

n>T$ k ' 5 , makers whereof are by them 
call d T ryt-vrercktrs. Nor is the number of thtm 
fmall, who are employ'd in making Ribbons and 
Scarfs 5 for the mod expedite working of the feft 
ot which there was a Mill invented divers years 
agoe ? but that being found very prejudice to 
multitudes of thofe who had allr^dy apjly'd 
themfelves to this Trade, it was an. ^for- 
bidden by publick Edict of the States General 
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ferlejn, a neighbour" Town but^ g^g 
where. 
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taught the true Scarlet dye. In their houfes thev 
affect not only to have their windows painted 
but every part of their Rooms, befides what is 
cover 'd by Hangings or other Houfhold Stuff, a- 
dorn'd as they reckon it with divers forts of Co- 
lours 5 yet fuch as exercife this kind of employ- 
ment (for it fcarce deferves the name of an Art) 
have no better name among them then that of 
Klad-Schilders 5 which CigniBes in effect, Dirty or 
Dau bing- Pain ters. 

They are moreover very famous for making 
Mufical Inftruments, efpecially Organs 3 and are 
fo univerlally affected with Mufick, that in their 
principal Cities certain perfons are faid to be al- 
low'd a conltant Salary from the publick 5 who 
with Cornets and Shalms at fet hours, and in thofe 
places where there is the greateft concourfe of 
People , divert the Inhabitants and others who 
think it worth while to Iiften to them. Inmoft 
Cities , and Towns throughout the Netherlands 
there is a great number of little Bells, which are 
almoft continually jangling (this being accounted 
pleafmt by mod of themfelves, though very 
troublefome to many Strangers) but as for great 
Bells it is reported by Travellors that all Europe 
befides cannot fhew fo many as England alone • fo 
that it feems very well to deferve the name of 
the ringing Ifland. It is the chimeing not ringing 
of Bells wherewith the Netherlander are fo ex- 
traordinarily affected 3 there being one chime or 
other of them almon: continually going in many 
places, and that efpecially in the Province of Hol- 
land 3 fo that they feem to think never the worfe 
of this kind of Mufickfor being the invention of 
a crack-brain'd fellow, who is reported to have 
been the Author of it at Aloft in Flanders about 
the vear 148 1. 

The Potters Trade may deferve to be taken 
notice of here, it having arriv'd in thefe Provin- 
ces to the uttermoft perfection it is fuppos'd ca- 
pable of 5 for at Goude and Rotterdam in Holland 
not only thofe fine earthen Veffels brought from 
Rouen in Normandy, are for curious workmanfliip 
equal'd or rather excelled • but even your Force- 
lane ware, for which all other Countries have 
been hitherto obliged to China, is as ingenuoufly 
imitated as is judg'd poflible in any other part of 
the World. We omit their Tobacco-pipes and 
feveral forts of Glafs-wares, the latter of which 
are made in greater! quantities at Amfterdam and 
Rotterdam, although thefe be not fufficient for the 
Companies of both the Indies, who are necerli- 
tated to furnifh themfelves with great Stores of the 
fame from other Countries, but efpcciallv from 
Venice h the exchange of which turns to exceeding 
good account among thofe barbarous Nations, 
where they refpectivcly traffick. 
, BeGdes thefe we will only juft mention their 
Jewellers, Gravers, and Carvers, their Letter foun- 
ders and Bell-Founders , all which are very curi- 
ous and ingenious in their feveral Arts 5 and the 
lame may be faid of fuch as are emplov'd about 
Gold and Silver ware of whom there is a great 
number among them , occafion'd efpeciallv bv 
the humour of their people, who even to the 
meaneft fort love to furnifh themfelves with 
Silver Chains, Rings, Girdles and the like 3 as alfo 
of Silver Bowls, out of which they have a parti- 
cular ambition ( if we may fo term it ) of drink- 
ing. 

Ke hrman in his time obferv'd, omnibus hodie gen- 
nbus (thefe are his words) navigandi induftria <sr 
peritzafuperhres efe Anglos, ispoft Anglos, Hollandos, 
wmcn was certainly true then, but whether thev 
have not at ieaft equalTd us fince both in skill 
i 11 ry m ma n"'nie affairs (for as to courage 
wc "ttll ever except it) will I believe appear a 

Netherlands. 
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queftion eafily refolvU Nay we find this ac- 
count of their Trade many years agoe, that they 
were of late become excellent Mariners , every 
particular City having many and great Ships be- 
longing unto it 3 and in fome places where hou- 
fes are dear whole families live in Lighters, and 
fuch like Veffels fo that their Children are 
fumciently inur d to the water ( in which thev 
are continually dabhng) almoft from their very 
birth. They were formerly accounted better for 
Northern Voyages, by reafon of their Countries 
cold htuation, then for Southern 5 but experience 
has inform'd us that their bodies can as well fuit 
with any Clime, as their humor comply with that 
of any Nation where confiderable Riches are to 
be acquirU In Turky they have but fmall Traf- 
nck as panting thofe commodities that are moil 
vendible m that Empire 3 fuch as are Cloaths, 
Lead, Tin the mam Staples of the Englijh Trade 
thither. The Italians iirft taught them the Arts of 
Traffick and Merchandicc, and thev prov'd fo 
good Scholars, as not only co deprive them of the 
trade of Flanders, but in a great meafure of that 
of tneir own Country. One very advantageous 
RuJe they obferve, and that is to buv all com- 
modities at the Well head (as Merchants term 
it; or where they are made, and confequendy 
cheapeft 5 and then to tranfport them to thofe 
Places where the fame are deareft. But befides 
this, their felling any commodity bv retail, and 
in fmall parcels, which Englijh and Italian Mer- 
chants fcorn to do, is very beneficial to them 
Roberts fays that this is particularly obfervable a- 
mongthem, being liardlv found anv where clfe- 
wz. that their women not only in their Shops fell 
all and take account of all, but fail from City 
Z ° % JI1 . mana S 1 ng the greater afrairs of Mer- 
chandife, the men taking mony of them for their 
daily expenccs , and gladly palling awav their 
time in ldlenefs and pieafure 5 which however I 
fuppofe muft be underltood only of their middle 
fort of Dealers and Shop-keepers. 

But to come nearer the prefent time 3 we have 
it from a modern and very worthy pen , that ne- 
ver wasfo great a trade manag'd bv anv Nation 
as is to this day by the four Maritime Provinces 
or this Commonwealth 5 which arc generally 
behev d to be poffefs'd of more.Shipping then all 
the reft of Europe 5 though they have neither flax, 
Hemp, Pitch, Wood, Iron, or any other Com- 
modity for the building and rigging of the fmall- 
eit Vcliel but from abroad. Butter, Cheefe and 
Earthen wares are almoft the only things of their 
own growth or manufacture, which are confi- 
derable either for fpending at home or transport- 
ing into other Countries. They have no good 
Havens upon their whole coafts 5 the bell being 
Helverfiuce, which has no trade at all, and Flush- 
ing in Zealand, which has but litde in proportion 
to many Towns of Holland. As for that of Am- 
fterdam, it is reported to be the molt inconvenient 
Haven they have, being feated among fo Shal- 
low waters, that ordinary Ships cannot come up 
without the advantage of Tides, and great ones 
not without unlading, the paffage over the Zuy- 
der-Zeeand beyond theTexel h ingall in blind and 
narrow Channels,and being therefore more dange- 
rous then a Voyage from thence toSpain.lt is there- 
fore obferv'd by theafbrcf lid Author (z^.the judi- 
ci ous SirWilliamTemple^ thatit is not a Haven that 
neceffarily draws trade, but trade that tills a Ha- 
ven,and brings it in rcqu eft, which a ppears not only 
from the incommodioufnefs of the Ports of thefe 
Countries, befides their having little or nothing 
of their own proper growth, but by the confe- 
deration of h elands never yet having attain 'd to 
any tolerable matter of traffick,al chough furnilh'd 
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the befl: both with commodities and Havens of 
any Country in Europe. He fuppofes therefore 
that great numbers of people being crowded to- 
gether in a Country, and all neceflary provifions 
becomeing thereby exccffive dear, thofe that 
have Pofleffions are induc'd to parcimony, and 
all others forc'd upon labour and Induftry,which 
maritime Countries naturally introduce Trade 

and thofe at lenctii become 
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feem to have been the effect rather then the caufe of 
their great Trade) are indeed very advantageous 
to them in refpedt of traffick 5 one horfe being 
able to draw more in a Boat then fifty can do in a 
Cart 5 whereasCarriage elfewhere makes a great part 
of die price in all weighty commodities, but here 
by this way of travelling an iduftrious man has 
die opportunity of doing many things as he paries 
from place to place. The Rhine and the Mofe, being 
navigable fo great a way into the Countries of 
Germany, do likewife very much advantage their 
trade bodi for bringing down and returning all 
forts of Merchandizes, with infinitely lefs trouble 
then could otherwife be done : but as for the 
commodioufhefs of their fituation in general ei- 
ther with relation to the Streights or Baltic^ or 
indeed any part of die Ocean, thev feem to have 
110 advantage of moft parts of England 5 whereas 
they come far fhort of us in many odier rcfpe£ts 5 
their Harbours particularly being no way com- 
parable to ours, neither as to die entrance of 
them ( which is generally very dangerous 
by rcafon of the tolling Banks of Sands which 
iye about their Moudis ) nor as to the ca- 
pacioufnefs and fecurity of the fame when en- 
ter d. 

Caufes of But notwithstanding thefe difadvantasres it 
their great js -certain that there is nofpotof Groundlnthe 
numbers. World of equal extent, fo throng'd and crowded 

with multitudes of people as the Towns and Vil- 
lages of thefe Provinces, but efpecially Hollands 

men conltantly em- 
ploy a m their Ships and Boats 5 the moft general 
caufes of die great confluence of people into thefe 
Countries having been 

*-w\ T i hc P^ck calamities and perfections 
v hich happen d among their Neighbours, parti- 
cularly under Charles die fift in Germany, Henry 
die Second in France, and Queen Mary in England- 
1? h f e V k i$t^ w ^ ^ance, Germany^ 

England, both before and fince the conftitution 
ot their State. 

2. The Barbarity of Alva drove in a few 
rnontns above a hundred thouiknd families out 
of die feventeen Provinces , moft of winch af- 
terwards upon die erection of this new Com- 
monw-ealdi flocked thither , there being the fame 
date of growth of trade in the united Provinces 

and decay of it at Antwerp. 

■ -3- The ftrength of their Towns by their Ma- 
nome Situation, and theflatneG of their CoWrv 
^hich by their Sluces is cafilv ovXn macL' 
people choofe to fettle in thefe kSS*^ T^ny 

^"ntries- of Europe , and D^ricuS^ 



be prevailed with, even during their great deperi- 
dancc upon Henry the Fourth, to deny per- 
fbns difgrae'd in the French Court admiffion into 
their Country, as a place of common Retreat. 

7. A confiderable inducement to perfons in 
diftrefs to refbrt thither was the fpareing way of life, 
even among people of die bed quality, whereby 
parcimony is become creditable and in fafhion 5 
fo that a man who is forc'd by ill fortune to con- 
tract his expences, may do it here with all pcf- 
fible convenience, appearing in the mean while 
( though poflibly he be but juft able to fubfift ) 
upon equal terms with die chiefeft of their Ma- 
giftrates, and the richer! of their Merchants. 

And now we have given the principal means 
by wJiich their Country became fo populous, we 
fhall iii the next place pur down the chief reafons 
of their great Trade, which have been 

1 . The forcfiid multitude of people , which Caufes 
caufes low Intereft and dearnefs of Lands, and. their $ 
that makes great Sums of Mony lye ready for all Trade. 
Projects, and new cflayesof Trade. 

2. Their publick Buries of Amfterdam and 
Middleburg, (by which is continued a conftant cer- 
tainty and fecurity in the value and returns of 
their Monies, befides the readinefs of payment,) 
are of no filial 1 moment in the management of 
trade. 

3- TheEnfurance Offices (the chief whereof 
is at Amfterdam ) -which at fo much in the hun- 
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dred agrees with any merchant tliat pleafes, and 
fecures his whole adventure, or any portion diere- 
of 5 that is reinburfes him for whatever happens 
to mifcarry in the Voyage 3 by winch means the 
utter undoing of many a Merchant is prevented 5 
diough die Enfurers, themfelves as we may well 
fuppofe, are no loofers at long run. 

4. The fale by Regiftry, which was introduced 

in the Low-Countries in the time of Charles the 
Fift. 

5. The feverity of Juftice, againft even Cheats 

and Counterfeits of any publick Bill 3 who are pu- 
nifh'd with death. 

6. The convoying of Merchant Ships even in 
the time of peace, efpecially into the Streights. 

7. The lownefs of their Cufloms and freedom 
of their Ports. 

8. The order and exactnefs in manageing their 
trade which has brought dieirCommodities in cre- 
dit abroad 3 being introduced at firft by fevere 
L^ws fuch 1 as i is that concerning Arms made at 
TOW*/, which are all forfeited if fold without 
Mark, or mark d without tryaL 

9- Each Towns afFedung and improveing to 
the uttermoft fome particular Commerce or Sta- 
l^hfi FluJhl ?g toar of the Wefi-India Trade - 
Middleburg of French Wines 5 Ter-Veer the Scotch 
Staple 5 Dort theEn^ Staple and for Rhem/h WineL 

Si it I ^M^r ° f , 311 forK of Stuffs, o> 
nSt } h SlWcr ^ Harlem Lmnen , 

f lT k S T dam the BuJt of Ships , Enchmfen 
and Maefland. fluce the Herring F^u,g Fr Z 

tne Eajt-Indies, Spain, and the Streights. 
. 1 °- . Thar not only tradcing abroad but work- 

SS T 7 kh i"* cauf ^ ^ the food of 

^^2^%J?i. N I ci § hbou rs. Hereby 
are tney cnabl d both to underfell others, and to 

SSSSibS^ Ta ^' ^-^ch^tre 
couia not iuftcient provifion be made for their 

defence^ and fecurity . for the lefs thcy fad tZ 
more they mult have to fpar C . ^ 5 ^ 

fosfoS ymSWI * Commodities and fel- 
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12. Their trading fo much, and confuming fb 
little of Forreign importation 3 for they buy intl- 
pitely but it is to fell die fame Commodity again, 
either improv'd, or in a better Market. They are 
the great Matters of die Indian Spices, and Per- 
fian Silks, yet wear plain Woolen, and feed upon 
Eifh and Roots 3 nay they fell the hneft of dieir 
own Cloaths into France, and buy for their own 
ufe coarfer out of England 3 fo likewife do they 
by their ben: Butter, furnifhing their own Tables 
with cheaper out of Ireland and tiie Nordi of 
England 3 their great forreign confumtion, be- 
ing only in French Wines and Brandy. Hence 
fo much going confiantly out either in com- 
modity or in die labour of Sea fareing men, and 
little coming in to be confum'd at home, the reft 
muft return in coin 3 whence it comes to pals that 
more Silver is feen among the common people in 
Holland , then Brafs among the fame either in 
Spain or France. 

1 3. Their trafficking for fuch things as are fu- 

perfluities to others, but neceffaries to theirs 
ielvcs. 

Europes having been from the very eredti- 
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in Wars, whereby they had the opportunity oi 
engrofling the belt part of the trade of the 
World. 

1 5. Nor is it to be omitted, that in their fe- 
cond war with Spain, while Gufta-vus Adolphus 
kept die whole power of the Empire clofely en- 
gag d, and die French vigoroufly aflified them a- 
gainii the Spaniard, their arfairs in general, and 
confequentlv their trade, were wonderfolly ad- 
vanced 5 and this did fufficiendy appear by their 
Naval ftrength being fo far increas'd, that fhortlv 
after the peace of Munfter, thev made no fcruple 
to engage in a war with England, whofe Pnn- 
ccs had ever been by power as well as right the un- 
difputed Matters of the Seas. 

1 6. The advantage which diey have in the ve- 
ry extremity of a fea war (which is chieBy to be 
fear'd from England) is very confiderable, for 
thereby they keep their trade alive though not vi- 
gorous, with the Northern Countries 5 their courfe 
towards them lying as far as Ham borough upon a 
fandy and fhallow Coaft 3 fo diat their Ships are 
not to be attacked in their Voyages by our Fleets - 
by winch means it is certain, that they maintained 
a good trade with the Swedes, Danes, Hamburgers 
Brenzeners, and nearer home with the Flemijh,ever\ 
lor lome time after our laft war with them began 
1 7- But that which has moft of all promoted 
.their trade, and which may vie perhaps with ve- 
ry near all their other advantages, is the great ap- 
plication of their people, efpecially of the Pro- 
vince of Holland, to the Fifhery upon the Coafts of 
England and Scotland 5 of which therefore it will 
not be amifs in this place to give fome tolerable 
account, 

_ We need not undertake the averting of the 
EngUj b Sovereignty within the four Seas r that be- 
ing made fufficiendy evident by divers Writers 
and Decorations of our own 3 yet frail weobferve 
that the hberty of frhmgin the Britijh Seas is ac- 
knowledg d even by forreign Writers, particularly 
Connngtus, to be only by leave from the King of 
England, at firft granted ( upon requeft ) in cx- 
prefs terms 5 and fince by tacite permiffion 3 and 
we know that they are obhg'd by foiemn Treaties 
to pay a yearly tribute for the fame. The States 
tJiemfefvcs were indeed fo civil an 1624, as to put 
forth an Edidt comn^nding aH perfons empfo y'd 
or concern d m this fiflnng trade, not to moleft 
or trouble any of the King of Great Britain* Sub- 
ects. A very mean acknowledgement, God knows, 
tor fo vatt an jndolgencc 
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But to omit thing^ of this nature, we (hall civc 
a fhort relanon of their Herrmg-trade 3 wnh^e 
feafons of catching them, the vaft profit made bv 
them, and feveral great advantages confequen- 
tial .to the fame. About midfummer they Be Jn 
to Rfh near their own Coafts , where thev take 
but few Herrings, and thefe very lean, fuppos'd 
to be the reiicks of die laft year, left behind by 
one accident or other, upon the return of their 
vaft Shoals into the Northern Seas. Some indeed 
fuppofe them but juft then arriv'd upon their 
Coaft, and attribute their fmallnefs and leannefs 
to the length of their journey, but no qucftion 
the former opinion is moft probable, and Gukci- 
ardm very reafonably judges their meager condi- 
tion rather to proceed from the nature of the 
^>ea, and its different bottom, not verv agreeable 
to that Fifh, near the Nether landifo Provinces 3 and 
we may add their wintering, contrary to their na- 
tural courfe, out of their Northern Ocean. But 
from the middle of Auguft to November is die beft 
ieafon for taking them, during which time they 
are caught in greateft plenty from Scarborow down 
to the mouth of the Thames. After this the firft 
tempeftuous weather hurries them into die midft 
of the Bntijh Seas, where there is neverthelefs af- 
terwards taken good 1 tore of them even till Chrift- 
mas, for then they depart out of thefe Seas, and 
palling beyond Scotland and Ireland, return to the 
vaft Northern Ocean, where they continue till a- 
bout the moneth of June, or the Summer SoJftice 
following. Guicciardin concludes that they are 
found no where elfe but in the Britijh and Nor- 
thern Seas 3 and that (upon account of their breed- 
ing as we muft fuppofe) they By from the extream 
cold of the frozen Ocean 5 it being obferv'd that 
the quicker die Winter comes on in this part of 
the World, the earlier is their appearance in the 
Britijh Seas 3 whofe milder and more temperate 
waters they continue to entruft with their Spawne 
even till Chriftmafs. He oBferves moreover that 
many other forts of Fifh, as well as divers kinds of 
Birds, change their Seas and Climats according to 
the feafon of the year 5 wiiich thing is fo wonderful- 
ly order'd by divine Providence, that it muft ap- 
pear to any one but a mecr Atheift to be con- 
trived on purpofefor the ufe and benefit of man 5 
thefe herrings in particular being by an unfeen 
hand driven in fuch a manner upon the very Shores 
of our Countries, that they feem to come and 
offer themfelves to be taken. 

To prevent the frauds and injuries which might 
be done to the whole fociety by particular perfons, 
the very day is determin'd when they fhall open 
their Nets and begin to fifh, and when their firft 
Fifh fhall be exposed to fale 3 the day for the firft 
of thefe, by Order of the States made an. 1603, 
being the four and twenticnth of June, or the 
feaft of St. John Baptift h and as for the Second, 
no man muft vend any Fifli which has not been 
falted at leaft ten days 3 both which Rules have 
been very ftricttly obferv'd to this prcfent time. 

An. Dom. 1588, by Efecree of the States there 
were certain Cenfbrs or Searchers in every City 
appointed from whence any Fifher-Boats were fet 
forth 5 whofe bufinefs it is to this day to fee diat 
their pickling Barrels be dglit and found, that 
their Salt be Good, and the ike. Thev are alfo 



obliged to fak anew all Herrings taken in the 
Britijh Seas, as foon as they are brought home, 
and diat is to be done in fome public place, to 
prevent all neglect and deceit 3 and there is rea- 
dy another fort of Officers, whom they call Pack- 
ers, who being attended by the fbrefaid Cenfbrs, 
pick out and throw away ail fuch Herrings as be- 
gin to corrupt or decay 5 for the different kinds 
and degrees of which decay, they have feveral and 
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diftindb terms, fuch as are Confuyveren, Wrackgn, 

Kuyt-Siecken, Wanfouten, Melkfiecken. 

There have been (as Sir William Temple informs 
us) above thirty (everal Placarts, or Orders of the 



, manner of Curin^, . ^ 

Barrelling Herrings 3 and to preferve the credit 
of the Herring trade entire to themfelves, no 
Forreigners are permitted to open their Vcflels 
among them, in order to the feparating the 
unfound Filh from the found, but in die fame 
Casks and condition as they are brought into any 
of their Ports muft they be exported again. The 
Art of pickling Herrings the befl way,ca!Td curing 
of them, was found out by one William Buc lipid 
born at Bierfliet in Flanders, where he alfo dy'd 
and was buri'd an. 1 547. Ccnringius fays that the 
Emperor Charles the fift berlow'd a monument 
upon him, when he made a Voyage to Bierfiiet 
-with Mary Queen of Hungary, his Sifter 3 which 
others report to have been done only on purpofe 
to vifit liis Tomb already erected by fome other. 

A certain Author ohlerves out of a Book 
calTd the Soveraignty of the Seas, written by Sir 
John Burroughs 9 Garter King at Arms, an. 1^33- 
• 1. That in our Seas at all times of the year may 
betaken Herrings, Pilchards, Cod, Ling, and other 
forts of good Fifli 5 and that not long before his 
writing die faid Book, near Minnegal upon the 
Coafts of Devonflrire five hundred Tun of Fi/h were 
caught in one day, and to the value of three 
dioufand pounds in another near Stives in Cornwall^ 
at which time they took at one draught twenty 
Lads of Herrings. 

2. That no fewer then ten thoufand Sail of 
Forreign Ships ( 1400 whereof belonged to the 
Town ofEmden in Earl Frizeland) were maintain'd 
by tiiis trade alone. 

3. That thcHollanders alone imploy eight thoufand 
Vehels of all forts (among which are their Bufles, 
of great Bulk and Stowage, but not fwift of SaiD 
in tins trade of fifhing on our Coafts 5 bv which 
means they have a feminary of fifteen thoufand 
Saviors and Mariners ready for any publick fervice 
and maintain upon the Land treble the number 
of men, Women, and Children, of feveral Trades 
and employments one way or other relating to the 
bufinefs of the fifhery. 

4. That this traffick wliich they drive bv fift 
occasions yearly the building a thoufand VefTels 
whereby they make vait returns of the belt 
Commodities of other Countries, even out of Afia 
and from Brafd in the Weft-Indies 5 and thofe for 
what the Englijh, Scots and Irijh (to whom nature 
and providence feem chiefly to intend the Benefit) 
wholly defpife , and look upon as thines of no 
value. 

5- That it appear'd by computation made 
concerning the Herrings of one ycar,that the value 
of them amounted to no lefsthen (which will feem 
hardly crediWe to fome men) five millions of our 
pounds 5 the Cuftomsand tenth Fifh advancing to 
the publick Treafury the fomm of eight hundred 
thoufand pounds Sterling. ca 

We have an account from others, in fome 
§££^ ^nMerably, but in others not mud" 
diflfenng from the former 5 wliich is to this effect 

That by the Herring and odier fi(hericT(which 
are of no great moment compar'd to that) tS 
people raife yearly a million of pounc^ Sterling 

falls far ihort of that wliich we have ahovl ^ ' 1 
forementxon d Sir John B^^^lSS^ 
tion of fome others runs lower then thl c °™P ut *~ 

ferves there are S , ar ? In ^nious writer ob- 
crves mere are at this time above 7000 VefTels en> 
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ploy'd upon this account only by Holland and 
Zealand ,and above 2000 of them able to endure 
the main Sea 3 their fifhing trade having had an infi- 
nite encreafe fince Guicciardins time,for he fays that 
upon exact enquiry he found that the Buries put 
out by Frizgland, Ho llatid, Zealand and Flanders a- 
mounted to the number of 7oo.By this particular 
trade they breed at this day above forty tlioufand 
Fi£hermen,and one hundred and fixty thoufandMa- 
riners, as it is reported to have been found upon ac- 
curate computation. It is likewife related that thev 
have taken in one year fuch a quantity of Herrings 
a!one,that the cuftom of them arifing to die State 
has been reckon'd five or fix hundred thoufand 
pound, wliich agrees pretty well with our Brit 
account, but feems to be inconfiftent with only one 
million made of them by the whole body of the 
People. The revenue arifing from Merchandizes 
imported in exchange for their fifh is likewife to be 
consider 'd 5 befides the infinite number of people, 
not only poor but decrepit, one war or other em- 
ploy 'd with relation to their hfhing trade 5 as fpin- 
ning yarn 3 weaving Nets 3 and making all necef- 
faries for the Salting, Curing, Packing, and bar- 
relling of them. Conri?igius informs us that about 
the Catciiing, Curing, and Barrelling of Herrings 
arc yearly en: ploy'd out of the two Provinces of 
Holland and Zealand, no fewer then twenty thou- 
£ uid Perfbnsi To thefe may be added the bujdiiig 
of Veiiels, and emplo.ving their people in Navi- 
gation and Commerce; wliich they drive to an in- 
credible advantage with tins one Commodity,witli- 
out exportation of Coin 3 for with it they purchafe 
from Spain, Italy, Ger?nany, <3>c. Oyl, Wines, Fruits^ 
Corn,Hone.v,Wax,Allom,Sait,M T ool, Flax, Hemp' 
Pitch, Tar, Soap-afncs, Iron, Copper, Steel, Claw- 
boards, Timber, Maf Is, Mony, Plate, Armour and 
Ammunition 5 and in fhort all things that a Coun- 
try can need to fliftain and enricJi it 5 fb that it was 
upon very good reafon that die States in a Procla- 
mation pubhih'd an. 1 £24 call'd their fifhing trade 
the Golden Mines of their Provinces. This is ac- 
counted even by Forreigners a great reproach to 
our floadi and negligence , who have not only 
thereby enrich'd the 7Jnited Nether landers , but 
enabPd them in a great mcafure to difpute 
the propriety and Soveraignty of thofe Seas 
winch all Europe in former Ages unanimoufly 
allow d to belong to die Kings of England 5 
and by which they fofarfubhit, that whenever 
the Ring of Great Britain lhall abfolutelv take a- 
way from them the liberty of fifhing in the fame, 
he wall thereby not only infinitely prejudice 
their Trade in general, but choak up die princi- 
pal fountain of their Riches and Power 

There are certain old Munkijh Verfes, in com- 
mendation of Herrings, which for the uncoudi- 
nefs of dieir flile, and more efpecially fince they 
are thought fit to be hung in the U^rfS 
LWrfity of Leyden, may fecm to deferve a place 



Halecis falfati -vires <& juvamenta. 

UhJf a c tZ t m * CT r^ hla ™™> grave, latum, 
Illud dorfatum ■ fafum, perventrifuatum, 

Huic Caput ablat urn, fic pellibus excoriatum, 

Uti r^iT m > CrUdum Vel in <&» crematum. 
Mi c*pe datum, per pane m Rufiijicatum, 

Et ftc CAnatum, dum tranfis notle cubatum^ 
Hoc theriacatum valet antidotum preciatuml 
DaniT at °? tat ™ fa**™* larlefiuatZ 

H'fvproftratumreparatmad^ 
Et Caput Pectus dificcat Phle£mati%^ 
^ -rtnatum, cito max deinde\acaLmT 
XJingn tnflatum, abumpenetrat veteratum, 
Hoc medicinatum Laurens fen verM^tum. 
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Thcfe two Verfes were found in a Dining Room 
of Arnold Duke of Geldre much to the fame pur- 
pofe. 

Halec ajfatum Convivis eft bene gratum^ 
De folo Capite factunt bene fercula quinque. 

■ 

V 

Their Whale-fifhing which is chiefly about 
Groenland, though pracliz'd it may be with as 
much art and dexterity by other Nations, parti- 
cularly the Englijh, may merit to be briefly taken 
notice of here. The Bifcainers are principally em- 
ployed by them in this affair, who when they ob- 
ferve thofe varl and dreadful Creatures (which in 
great numbers love to fport themfelves near the 
Shoar) play with their heads above water, they 
row to them in a fmall Boat, and with fo great 
agility, ftrike one or more three-forked Spears, (to 
winch are ty'd very long Ropes ) into their 
bodies, that they are generally not fenfiblc of 
their being wounded till they have colour d a 
large fpace of the neareft waters with their blood 5 
fo that the men have time enough to make away 
ajad get out of the reach of the enraged Levia- 
than, whom they frequently leave to welter out 
his Soul in his native Element, and afterwards 
fecurely draw to the Shoar, and boy ling his Flefh 
and Intrals collecl: out of them a great quantity 
of Oyl, which being barrePd up, and brought 
home, turns in the courfe of their trafhek to very 
good account. We are inforrnd bv Conringius 
that certain Englijh men, being gratify d with a 
peculiar pnviledge from the States upon that ac- 
count, did not long fince fhew the Dutch the way 
of uictuily employing the Whale-bone in making 
fome forts of Garments, efpeciallv thofe of Wo- 
m *?' . Concerning this Whale-fifhing we hope it 
will give no offence to add here, that God al- 
mighty appears fo far to blefs the labours andin- 
duftry of men, that he feems to endow the fame 
with fome part of his own wonderful power 5 for 
to Job he faid, upbraiding him , and in him all 
mankind of their impotence, Canft thou draw out 

Leviathan with a hook* or his tongue with a Cord which 
thou let t eft down ? Canft thou put an hook, in his nofe 
cr bore his jaw through with a thorn ? canft thou fill 
his skin with barbed Irons, or his head with Fifh- 
Spears ? 

We are afTur d by a very intelligent perfon.that 
trade, notwithftanding the great advantages which 
it has acquired here,feems to have pari its meridian, 
and fenfibly to have decay'd even before the late 
dreadful invafion of France. The reafbns where- 
of are fuppos'd to be thefe. 

1. That fince the peace of Munfter an. 
not only S weden and Denmark* but even France and 
England, and other people of Chriftendomhave ap- 
plv d themfelves more to trade then formerly ; 
whence it comes to pafs that there are more traf- 

£ ?M N 1 a : nons thcn ^ fufficient for the trade of 
the World which muft at laft ruin diofe who 
depend wholly upon it. 

2. The too great increafe of their Eaft-Indiu 
Company both as to the enlarging of their ac- 
quisitions there, which puts them to a proportio- 
nable charge in maintaining the fame bv Forts and 
Armies, and the encreafing die number of their 
traoang Ships, whereby their annual charge is ac- 
cordingly increas'd. Whence it follows likewife 

3. I hat the European Countries by that means 
are oftentimes fo over-ftock'd with Indian Com- 
modities, that it is not worth while fome years to 
^fport more of them hither 3 this part of the 
World not being fufficient to take diem ofE And 
this was the reafon of what Sir William Temple was 
toia by aP^^Seaman an.dom.\66^,viz c that before 
ms c °mcmg out of die Indies he faw three heaps 

Netherlands. 
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of Nut-megs burnt, each of which was reallv as 

telling him the Story) could hold. 

4. The cheapnefs of Corn for many years af 
tcr 1^50 and 1 660 through Europe 3 the Dutch ha- 
ving formerly driven a great trade by exchan-c 
of their Spices for that Commodity in the Nor- 
thern Nations, particularly Poland and Prufjla 

5. The enlargement of Amfterdam by the new 
Town, which diverted vaft fumms of Mony from 
being cmploy'd in trade 5 and the humor of the 
Merchants of that City, who have been of late 
years far more addiclred to luxury and expence in 
their way of life then formerly. 

But whatever the caufes thereof were the 
forefaid Sir William Temple affirms, that in the 
years i^and 1^70, there was little of Forrei-n 
Trade among them (befides that of the Indies) by 
which there was a return of their mony without 

tiie common gain was a- 
bove two or tnree in the hundred. 

The chief places to which they trade are 

1. In France Calais, Diepe, Caen, St. Malo, Nan- Trade 
T-h £ ea ? X } B<X]0n S SC 7 ea ? de Lu ^ Rocbell, Mar- with 

Jeilles^ Tholoufe, and molt places adjoyning to the France^ 
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River C harente. From hence they bring foufand 

hich they afterwards purify at home. 



courfe Salt, w 

Britijh Linnen Cloath,Oyl, Lemons, Safron,Chef-" 
nuts, Normandy and Burgundy Glafs 5 Caen and Tho- 
loufe wood, divers fores of Cloath, Britijh Yarn 
for making of nets, Paper, Marfeille Soap ^r.They 
chiefly deal for Wmcs of Burdeaux and Nantes 
from whence, as likewife from the Ifland of Stl ~ 

Martin near Rochel, they bring great quantities of 
Brandy. 

2. The Subjects of the United Netherlands were with 
not permitted to trade in Spain (which as fhall ap- Spain, 
pear when we come to difcourfe of their Indian 
trade, was one of the greater! kindneiTes could 
poffibly have been done them) before the peace 
of Munfter, concluded^. 1^48, the States in re- 
quital prohibiting the importation of any man- 
ner of necefTaries into the Countries fubjecl: to that 
Crown, but fince that time their chiet refort has 
been to the noble and fplendid empory of Sevil, 
to Cadiz* and St. Lucars h from the hrflof which 
places they import in great abundance into their 
own Provinces feveral Indian Commodities, and 
divers others of the growth of Spain 5 among? 
which, befides Spanifh Wines, Wool is brought 
out of Andeluxia, Bifcay, and the Kingdom otva- 
lentia. About five years before the conclufion of 
the forefeid peace of Munfter, that is prefently a£ 
ter that Kingdom had difown'd the junfdjction 
ef Spain, and fct up a Prince of its own Roval 
line, they began to drive a trade with Pom/gal ; 
where their chiefefl Marts to this day arc at Lisbon 
and Porto- 

5. By a fpecial Edict of the States General made w uk 
an. 15 c? 1, the Englifb alone had the fole Right 
granted them of manageing the trade of their ^ 
own native Commodities in thefe Countries, fuch 
as are woollen Cloaths, Tin, Lead, Carpets and 
Coverlets ^.Woollen Stockings and AlcThis pn- 
viledge was cur tail'd an. \6\6, at which time they 
were prohibited to import any other befides white 
and mixt-colour'd Woollen Cloaths, which was 
done to prevent the prejudice hitherto fuffer'd by 
their own Diers whom they reckon'd furHcicntly 
skill'd in that Art, and therefore to be encouraged 
before all Forreigners. The Englijh Staple was 
formerly at Middleburg, then at Delph 5 whence 
upon a quarrel with the Brewers of that City it 
was removed to Rotterdam, and fince diat viz^an. 
1656 to Don j where they have large Priviledges 
granted them, and are dgnally favoured by the Ma- 
giflratesof the place. Upon certain and fet davs, 
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almoft every week, Englijh Clothes are publicly 
put to fale 5 "which is done fometimes oftner, 
that is, when a glut of that commodity comes 
in 5 and then the Englijh Factors give notice 
thereof by Letter to Merchants living more re- 
motely and in diftant Cities. 

The principal place in the United Netherlands 
for Scotch Trade is Ter-Vere in Zealand? to which 
Nation there were particular priviledges granted 
by the Magiftracy of that City in the year 1^12. 

As for the Irifh they never had any considera- 
ble dealings in thefe Provinces, tho ( as we have 
obferv'd in our firft general Defcription ) before 
the war broke out between England and Holland 
in the year 1 672, there was a good Trade begun 
between the Dutch and Irifh 3 and that efpecially 
for Salted Beef 

Their Commerce ( which is very confiderable, 
and accordingly taken care of by the States) 
among the Eafterlings is chiefly with three of the 
Hanfeatick Towns, viz. Lubec, Wifmar, and Roftoch 5 
through all "Denmark.* but efpecially at Haffhia 
and Nicopen 5 at Stralfund and Stetin upon the 
Oder in Pomerania 3 at Dantzick_, Toren, Elbing, 
Brunsberg, and Coningsberg in BoruJJia 3 at Rio a , 
Revel, and Narva in Livonia. The Cuftoms and 

dues formerly paid by their Merchants for paf- 
fing through the Sound, were look'd upon as 
very grievous 5 but they havefo managed the bufi- 
nefs with the Dane ( which was moft effectually 
done when they werechofen Arbitrators together 
with the moft Chriftian King between him and 
the King of Sweden ) that of late years, efpeci- 
ally fjnee their laft League with him in the year 
1650, there is only a frnall and inconfiderable 
ium paid by their Merchants to that Prince in 
recognition of his ancient Right and Dominion 
Some report them to have farm'd the Sound of 
the Dane about the year 1*51, for a term of 
years at the rate of an hundred and forty thou- 

ut i S p 7 ? nnum * which as k appears the 
boldeft flight of their tow ring Commonwealth , 

fo does it feem to derogate very much from the 
opinion which the world had conceived of their 
cnier Rulers and Statesmen 3 for how could they 
imagine, that the Kings and Princes of Chriften- 
dom would fuffer fuch a trading Nation, and 
one that was grown too ftrong at Sea already, 
to have the regulation of all the Shipping of Eu- 
rope in their hands 3 which muft certainly have 
happen d if they were permitted to have Mafts, 
1 ar Brafs, and m a manner all other things r7- 

Their Northern Trade lies chiefly at Berghen, 
Anflo, Drunten, and Stavenger in Norway , at Stock- 
holm, Bornholm, Gottendorp, and ZJpfal in Sweden- 
and at Kola in Lapland. They make frequent 

S A/ eWlfC j t0 L S&^Sen or Greenland, 
Nova Zembla an d the Ifland of Bears , where 
their principal bufinds is to catch Whales, out 

TriZa^J** S a *er.thatfortofOil call'd 
I tzm-Od, of great ufc in making Soap. Be- 

-TiLu I turniIh d WJ th Tiles and &ood Oa^n 

Swords 5 and the beft nt«3i cx 5 eUcn ^ Blades for 
in CIeve\ In Summer rim^ fr ° m dlVcrs atics 
year Walnu K SaE? a ^ k ilnd a " 
great abundance ouc^Sfc^^j 
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By the Mofe they receive out of the Biftopricfc 
of Liege, Lead, Flax, feveral forts of Stone for 
buildings Iron, both wrought and unwrought * 
Glafs Veuels 5 great ftore of Pit-Coal, call'd Liegel 
Coals and a very wholefbm Liquor made of 
a kind of Wheat, proper to Italy and fome of 
thefe Countries, call'd Spelt, in Latin Siligo and 
Zeo-Speltum $ to which we may add all manner 
of Timber, cut down in the Foreft of Ardenne 
and convcy'd by the Mofe into the United Pro- 
vinces 5 by the inhabitants whereof great care is 
taken to get all forts of Brafs, Iron, and Copper- 
work ( of which there is in no place greater ftore 
made then at Aix la Chapelle ) into their own 
hands 5 vending them afterwards in other Coun- 
tries at almoft what rates they pleafe. Thev fail 
up the Oder for Silefian Commodities, which are 
chiefly Linnen Cloth and Yarn, and for Breflaw 
Madder. By the Elb are they fupplied with Lu- 
nenburg Pit-Salt 5 Magdeburg Planks 5 and Catde 
out of Holfatia, Dithmars, and Denmark 5 from 
Hamburg with Beer 5 and from Servefte in Saxony 
with a certain ftrong Liquor of that kind, ac- 
counted by many not to be cquall'd for goodnefs 
by that of any other place. By die Wefer ( which 
River enriches the noble Empory of Bremen ) 
they have, befides many other good commo- 
dities, Brunfwick. Mum. They are furniih'd by 
the Emms with fuch things as are brought down 
to Embden ( an auociate, or rather in reality a 
fubject City ) not only out of the whole County 
of Eaft-Frizeland, but from divers parts of Weft* 
Thalia, efpecially the Bilhoprick of Munfter and 
Ofnaburg 5 for hence have they great ftore of 
Linnen and Woollen Clothes 5 and befides, 
good Timber, and Gammons of Bacon in great 
abundance. 

Before the perpetual Peace concluded at Mun- Traae 
Arm the year 1*48 the Spanifb Provinces, but with Sp, 
efpecially Brabant and Flanders, notwithftanding nifb hA 
the fevere Edicts of their Governors to the con- rimes. '* 
trary, did adventure to trade with the Subjects 
or the Confederate States 5 which they were in 
a manner compell'd to do , by reafon of their 
being overftockt with a great number of excel- 
lent Tradesmen and Artificers, and confequendy 
of commodities of all forts. But this was done 
incurectly by Voyages firft made to England or 
France and thence into Holland or Zealaitd • whi- 
ther they convcy'd Flanders Linnen, and fine 
CambrzcA Cloth , befides infinite quantities of 
commodities of the like nature made at Lille 
{ournay, and other places remaining then in o - 
bedience to Spain, befides excelled pL c £ of 

and Officers and Searches '^^ an * OTe 5 l - 
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any implements of war, but not to be debar'd 
the Liberty of conveying all forts of Grain, 
Salt, Oyl, Wine <&c. or whatfoever might be re- 
quifite for nourifhment and fomentation of mens 
bodies : yet fo that neither were fuch commodi- 
ties to be imported into places behged or block'd 
up by the King of Spains Forces. 

Their main trade, and that which has not on- 
ly enrich'd private perfbns, but together with 
their Fifhery has been the grand fupport of tneir 
Republic, is their traffic to the Eaft-Indies ( for that 
of the Weft-Indies has at long run rather pro v d a 
charge and burthen to them) the Company or 
Society that trades thither having made of late 
years fuch a prodigious advance in flrength and 
Riches, that it appears to thofe barbarous Nations 
a Soveraign State by its felf^ making war and peace 
with their greateft Kings, and being able to put 
to fea forty or fifty men of War, and at the fame 
time maintain thirty thoufand Land Souldiers, 
by the modetfeft computation. 

Two tilings were the principal occafions of the 
rife and origine of this Society, being the dime 
which made the Confederate Netherlander apply 
thernfelves more vigoroufly to fuch trade in ge- 
neral , as fet them upon long and troublefome 
Voyages. The firft was the fevere edict of Phi- 
lip the Second, by which they were abfblutelv pro- 
hibited all commerce with Spain or Portugal "(then 
under the Spaniard) the only places in a manner 
from whence at that time all Spices and other 
Indian Commodities could be had. Thefecond 
was, the vaft and unrcafonable rates at which the 
faid Commodities were fold by the Spaniards 
thernfelves, who fince the Portuguese -were fab- 
jeered to their King, had got the entire mono- 
poly of them in their own hands. The forefaid 
prohibition was look'd upon by the Polititians of 
Spain as a moft prudent contrivance, and fuch 
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turn'd home f four of which were prefenrfy after 
their arrival difpatch'd back again upon die fame 
adventure. f t was not long e re the fuccefs which 
diefe met with had infWd manv others wirh 
hopes of the Lke gams 5 fo that in the year 1 r 99 
fome Brabant Merchants join d purfes/ and made 

r< ?j 7 , /° Ur Ships ' ro v/hich the 6rft Company 
added four more. Divers Fleets were afterwards 

tot out under the abovemention d James van 
*l ec 4* James Heemskprk and others 5 nor could 
the Spaniards prevail againft them,nor in any mea- 
fure obftruct their trade, though they vigoroufly 
endeavord it, and that by open force, as well as 
all other poffible ways 5 the Portuguefes moreover 
labouring to make them odious to the Eaftem 
Nations (among whom there is nothing but AIo- 
narchy in the very extream) by reprefen ting them 
as Rebels to their Prince, and only a neaft of 

lirates diat mfefted the Weftern parts of the 
World. 



rairs ot the Union 5 but k prov'd quite other- 
wife, and was it may be as great a kindnefs as was 
ever done them by their beft Friends 5 for if they 
might with any tolerable benefit and advantage, 
have been permitted to go on in dieir ordinary 
and ready rode of trade, it is verily belie v'd that 
they would never have ventur'd upon this tedious, 
hazardous, and to them unknown way of Tmf- 




There was an accident happened about die 
fame rime, that contributed very much to the 
putting of them upon thefe new undertakings. 
One Cornelius Houtman, by birth a Hollander, had 
ferv'd the Spaniards and Portuguese divers years in 
die Indies 5 who being taken by certain Turkifh 
Pirates, was not able to pay his ranfom, and fo 

liberty. This being known to fome 
Merchants of Amfterdam they ingag'd to redeem 
him upon condition that he would reveal to them, 
™ w ^s kept hitherto as a myftery from all the 
reft of Europe, viz* the way and method of die 
^f an ^\ wading to the Indies, and the ufual pro- 
^ m ?^ L tk^^F 5 which they were prefently in- 
form d by him to be fo great, that the return of 
rive or ux pounds yielded them an hundred 

At nrft there were but four Ships fet out upon 
this defign under the foremenrion'd Cornelius 
Houtman an. 1 5 e> 5 5 which returning after two years 
and four mondis brought not the expected profit 
to the adventurers 5 but they neverthelefs perfifted 
ltiil in their refbludon, and admitting fome Mer- 
ch ^ nt S,°. f Amfterdam to joyn with them, fet out 
eight Ships under the conduct: of James van Nec^ 
About this time fome of Zealand, and others of 
Rotterdam began to undertake the fame Voyage 5 
and three other Ships were fent out bv the firft ad- 
venturers, two months before their other eieht re- 



But it being found by experience that thefe ad- 
venturers as they were divided into feveral Com- 
panies did very much prejudice one anorhers 
trade, particularly by coming into the fame Ports 
together, and thereby enhancing the price of the 
iNatives Commodity and debafcing their own - 
it was therefore judg'd requifite by the States to 
incorporate all into one Company, and to pro- 
hibit all others from trading to the Eaft-Indies. 
This was effected about the year 1^02^ and every 
man being permitted to put in what monies he 
pleas'd, die Capital and firft ftock amounted to 
feven millions of Florens 5 that is if our Author 
Boxhomzus's Floren be equal to two Shillings 
Englijh ( and that we fhall elfe where make ap- 
pear) feven hundred thoufand pounds Sterling. 
Thofe that contributed above fix, or in Weft- 
Frizeland three thoufand Florens were call'd head 
or chief Partners, out of the number cf whom 
are they chofen to this day who have the princi- 
pal direction and adminiftration of their affairs 
being call'd Curators, in Dutch Bewindt-Heb- 

bers. 

The faid Curators are generally nominated by 
the chief Partners 5 which in fome places is done 
by the Provincial Eftates, and in others bv the 
t City Magiftrates. The Curators are obh'g'd once 
a year to give an account of all Receipts and Dif- 
burfements to the Head-Partners. Th e Curators 
are otherwife entrufted with all their Concerns, 
and their Office continues for life, or at leaft for 
the term of one and twenty years. They have 
in each Province their places of Convention, 
which are call'd by diem Chambers , and are 
fetd'd in fiich Cities as are moft advantageoufly 
fituated for Navigation. In the Chamber of Am- 
fterdam are twenty perfbns, in that of Middleburg 
twelve, in the third which is upen the Mcfe are 
fourteen^ and as many in diat of Weft- Frize land. 
Upon extraordinary emergencies there is a grand 
Convention held either at Amfterdam, or at Middle- 
burg, which confifts of a certain number of De- 
legates fent from all the particular Chambers, 
making in all fevenreen 5 and thofe confult and 
determine of matters of great eft moment, the 
whole body of die fbeiety being oblig'd to ac- 
quiefce in their Refolurions> In their firft con- 
Ititution there was a conftant part of their gains 
laid afide for equipping a fleet in order to the dri- 
ving of the Spaniard and Portuguefe out of the 
Indies 5 in which refpect. they had in a little time 
prodigious fuccefs, the Spaniards little dreaming 
at firft of being fb powerfully aflaulted abroad 
by a frnall part of thofe few Provinces, which they 
thought would be more then fufficiendy employ 'd 
in defending thernfelves at home. 

But notwithftanding all oppofition and dif* 

O 2 couragements 



S 6 



N E T H E 

r 

couragements this focicty has in a very .few years 
made a prodigious increafe of tJieir main ftock 3 
for by the year 1 608, the fame is reported to have 
been advanced (befides the yearly dividend, which 
was not (mall, among the Partners) to almoft five 
times the original fumm,that is to about three mil- 
lions and a half of Engliih Mony. Nor indeed 
could they choofe but grow exceflivc rich upon 
trading with Looking-glaftes , Feathers, Ghfs 
Bubbles and Balls , Chlldrens Babies tsre. (made 
chiefly at Nurinbergue in Germany) for Silks, Pearls, 
Spices, and other die moft precious Commodities 
of the Eaft 5 their traffick being much advanced 
by the help of fbme petty Indian Kings, who out 
of a mortal hatred to the Spaniards and Portu- 
gueje, affiftcd thefe new comers in feizing upon 

feveral Caftles, and wreding them out of their 
hands. 

■ 

The flouriihing condition of this Society ftill 
incrcafing, they thought it requifite to lay the 
foundation of a Dutch Commonwealth in the 
Indies* the Metropolis whereof they made that 
City which is call'd by them New Batavia, and 
which is encompafs'd with a ftrong Brick-wall 
being in other refpects fo well fortified , that 
fome years fince ir was able to hold out againft 
the Emperor of Java (in whofe Country it ftands) 
befiegmg it with no fewer then two hundred 
thoufand men. In this City refides the fupreme 
Governor of all their pofTeflioiis in the Eafi Indies 
whofe authority is much the fame with that of 
their Stadtholder at home,but the pomp and fplen- 
dor in which he lives exceeds even that of moft 
European Princes 5 this being found the moft ef- 
fectual way of maintaining the reputation of their 
power and greatnefs among thefe Barbarous Na- 
tions. At firft this great Office was in a manner 
perpetual and for life, but afterwards that courfe 
was moughc dangerous, and in imitation of the 
Spaniard and other Kings in appointing their Vice- 
Roys, it was judg'd expedient to change the Go- 
vernor every three years. The Dutch had for- 

^ £ % P T°f a f °, r cn , creafing thdr numbers in 
the Eajl-Indies, whereby might be prevented the 

draining of their European Provinces, together with 
fuch State prejudices as are confequential there- 
unto. There was therefore built in the aforeiaid 

^lf^T a , lar pT Hofpital for the education 
of poor Girls,which they took care to bring vearly 
out of tl own cn untryj ^ d am 

Solders, Seamen, and others had liberty to choofe 
and marry thofe they fancy'd 3 but the fuccSd 
not anfwer expectation, fork was found m a ht- 
tie time that Children born of both DuTd T Pa- 
rents, were feldom or never long hVd in the L 
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trade. No queftion but it has been their defign 
to eng:ofs all the Traffick of the Eaft to them- 
felves 3 which as it was always a tiling unreafo- 
nable in it felf, fb is it now never like to be ef- 
fected by them. 

The yearly diftribution made to the Partners 
was (in the forefaid Boxhornius' s time) generally 
forty, thirty, and feldom fb low as twenty in the 
hundred 3 and this was befides the defraying thofe 
yaft expences the focicty are at, and the conftant 
improvement of their Stock, which was fo far cn- 
creas'd in the time of the {aid Author, that if any 
man would fell his partnerlhip, for four thoufand 
Florens put in at firft he might very eafilv find 
thofe that would give him eighteen thoufand - 
fo that he made no queftion but in procefs of time* 
the annual dividend among the Partners would 
equal the Summ contributed at firft by every one 
of them. 

The profperity and thriving condition of the 

,gave birth to another much of the 
fame nature with that, having for its main ends 
the enriching of the Undertakers, and the bring- 
ing down of the Spanijh Greatnefs. This they 
calrd the Wejl-India Society, which as Bentivoglib 
informs us, by building Forts and eftablifhing Gar- 
rifons in feveral places of the Weftern Continent, 
but efpecially by lying in wait for their Plate Fleet, 
did exceedingly endammage the Spanijh affairs in 
the firft war between chat Crown and its revolted 
Subjects 5 the confederation whereof is fuppcs'd 
by Boxhornius and others to have made the Spa- 
niards even defirous of peace, at fuch time as the 
Truce for twelve years was concluded, z,i% an. 
1609$ after the expiration whereof the fame 
Author favs, the fctling and promoting the con- 
cerns of the faid Company were taken in hand 
again, and more vigoroufly profecuted then be- 
J? r £ - 5 though Conringius feems to date the verv 

1! i n 5 ltUClon of ,c trom thac time - After this 
the firft endeavours and attempts of this Society 

ieem d to promife very well, for having contri- 
buted about feven hundred thoufand pounds, 
they equipped out a very good Fleet, with which 
they dia not only much infeft the Spanijh com- 
merce and navigation into the Weft Indies, but 
took from them ( though they loll it again foon 
after ) the City of St. Saviour in the Bav of All- 
Saints, being the principal place in Brafil pof- 

t fl • * a mC b l Chc s P a ^ds. In this and 
?i u ? r 1 cx Pf dl »ons fo great was the booty 
they had taken, that the dividend anions? the 

cai £ c to twenty-five in the hundred 5 
but upon their intercepting the Spanijh Fleets 
which happen d about \ f ,%, it wafno Ids thS 



Though the Japonefe and fome other more sinallv ^^^^7^^ man had ™' 

Tnd Porter' they ] ? ave ic 5 rn ' d of thc SfmuJd 

and Portuguefes to value and efteem) yet, as Box- 

t ST firft ^ nd .^oft beneficial wav of deal 
M r thcm V tJ ? at « ^ exchange 5 in whkh the 
vileft Commodities being bartered for the mo* 
prenous, we need not wonder if (as the^faSeT u 

?™ ateS i f °l CVCry five Pounds worlh of tul 
STZ lvalue of an hCn- 



them 




that there vere many fatal errors commiaed I in 
the very infancy of this Society ( whereofTccr- 
^Braba^on, one of the firft promoters of?t 

a v 7ZZ f 5 ^ Jlc , caufe of Jts untimdv de- 

be^ sioSi^S r • Jd Ji - 

vef v {hm, ^ thcy were ftiU to expedt 

me CapitaTsr^ hnS a J n ?" r co ^ribudon to 
an tte Coml ! u S J ced ^ tbence forward, 
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ftock being confiderably increased, they made 
another expedition into Brajil, where they took 
the ftrong and rich City of Fer?iambuco, from 
whence thefe parts of the world were at that time 
fupplicd with the greateft quantities of Sugar. 
After this their Ships pafs'd over to the Coaft 
of Afric, and having there fubdu'd fbme Forts 
belonging to the Portuguefe, they open'd a way 
to the traffick of Slaves, which proved very ad- 
vantageous to them in their American Sugar Plan- 
tations 5 but notwithftanding thefe and other the 
like fuccefTes, and that their Voyages were found 
not to require above the fifth part of the time 
that thofe of the Eaft Indies did 3 yet whether 
it were from the firft errors in their conftitution, 
or from the Spaniards and Portuguefes being more 
ftrongly feated there, or from thefe and divers 
other concurring caufes, they have not been able 
to make any proportionable progrefs to that of 
the other Society. We fhail only add here con- 
cerning this Company, that Conringius looks upon 
it as little lefs then a ruin'd and extinct Society 3 
though the often mentior/d Boxhornius had fbme 
time before him far different hopes of them 3 
for he makes little doubt of their entring fhortly 
into the more inward parts of the Continent of 
America, and poffefling chemfelves of thofe rich 
Mines, which were partly in the hands of the 
Spaniards, and partly conceal'd from them by 
the Indians their moft inveterate enemies 5 with 
whom he fays, the Dutch intended to enter into 
League, and to fupply them with what they chiefly 
wanted, a coniiderable quantity of Arms 
and Ammunition 3 and this we know they have 
done with fome of thofe barbarous Nations, to 
the great reproach of that Chriftianity which 
they profefs 5 though we have not heard of late 
years, notwithftanding all their craft and induftry, 
of any notable action perform'd by them towards 
that their great defign. I am fure we find in Aitze- 
Tjza, a paper prefented to the grand and extraor- 
dinary Affembly of thc States no longer ago then 
a?z.i6$i i wherein the taking of the ruinous con- 
dition of this Society into confideration is very 
paftionately urg'd, it being therein confefs'd to 
be near utterly decay 'd 5 upon which account 
it was dehr d, that it might be inftantly and ex- 
traordinarily rehev'd as to the principal, and put 
in a Jiate and condition again ( thefe are the very 
words ) of ufeful Jubfijlence. But notwithftand- 
ing all this, they were not long after ( viz^ an. 
3.654.) wholly deprived of their footing in Bra- 
fil 5 which muft be chiefly imputed to their. Sea 
war with England, they being thereby rendered 
incapable of fending feafonable and fufneient re- 
cruits thither 5 while the Portuguefe were verv in- 

duftrious in improving that opportunity to the 
uttermoft. 

There is a near agreement between thefe two 
Societies in refpect of the Laws and Orders by 
which they are govern'd, though they differ in 
fome particulars, and efpecially in this, that cer- 
tain Deputies from the States General do alwavs* 

?x r r e 7Tr m thc cxtra ordinary AfTembiies of the 
Weft /^-Company, call'd the meeting of Nine- 
teen 5 which is done upon fin's account, becaufe 
the whole body of the Union contributed a con- 
iiderable fum of money towards their firft eftablifh- 
ment. 



The Soldiers and Officers of both Companies 
are fworn as well to the States General, as to the 
refpective Curators of each Society. Their Pa- 
tents from the States prohibit all others from 
trading to the Indies, yet are diey granted only 
tor a term of years ( generally twenty or thirty, 
or thereabout ) 5 this courfe being thought expe- 
dient upon thefe two accounts. Firft becaufe 

Netherlands. 



e condition of their 
affairs might not one time or other nccefiitzte* 
them to make a peace with the Spaniard upon 
any terms 3 who perhaps would not confent to 
the fame unlcfs they would forbid their Subjects 
all manner of trading to the Indies. And it al- 
moft happen'd accordingly at the very firft over- 
tures of peace that were made between them * 
and thatCrown, after their tedious war of about 
forty years 3 for the fame was fo earneftly indCied 
upon by the Spanijh Agents, that it had like to " 
have quite broke off the Treaty. The other con- 
fideration was, that whenever they defir'd the 
renewing of their privileges, the States Gene- 
ral might demand a fum of money of them, 
proportionable to the riches that they had ac- 
quired, and the exigency of the Commonwealth. 
In fhort, thefe two Societies, but efpecially that 
of the Eaft Indies, have been of exceeding great 
advantage to the whole body of the Confede- 
rate Provinces, and that not only by importing 
vaft riches into them (the cuftoms and taxes 
upon which go a great way in Blling their pub- 
lic Treafuries ) but by contributing not a little 
to the weakning of the Spanijh Monarchy 5 as 
alfo by training up^ many thoufands of Seamen, 
whom upon occafion they can iemploy in their 
Ships of War, and fo provide themfelves of a 
formidable Navy, the moft confiderable defence 
and fupport of their trading Commonwealth. 

And now we have done with die trading 
part of this people, we muft take fome 
notice of their Gentry' and Nobility. Their 
Gentlemen and Nobles are reported to be very 
few, efpecially in the Province of Holland, fince 
their long war with Spain. They do not trade, 
but are generally employed in Military or Civil 
Charges 3 and are faid to love War in defence 
of their Country, but to hate Duels and pri- 
vate quarrels. They are reported to be natu- 
rally ftudious, but in a fpecial manner enclin'd 
to the ftudy of Mathematics. They live plea- 
fantly in their Country houfes 3 and if we believe 
a certain Author of no very mean credit, may 
without contracting any difrcpute to their Fa- 
milies marry whom they pleafc 3 whereas a late 
Writer, and one whofe judgment and integritv 
are fufficiently known and unblemiftYd, fays that 
they value themfelves more upon their Nobilitv, 
then is done by others among whom it is more 
common 3 and would think it an eternal difho- 
nour- to them fhould they upon any account 
whatever match with one not of their own rank 
and quality. They are obferv'd to ftrive too much 
to imitate the French in their Meen, Clothes, way 
of Talk, Earing, Gallantry, and even Debaucherv3 
though of themfelves they are not only well nat ur'd 
and friendly, but of a fufficiently gentile behaviour 
and difpofition 5 and generally acquit themfelv _ 
with honour and merit wherefbever their Coun- 
try employs them. They enjoy great Privileges, 
and it is reported that their ancient Earls would 
never undertake any tiling of moment widiout 
confulting with them, and asking their advice. It 
is obfervable in thefe Countries, as indeed in moft 
others, that there are divers Boors among them 
of noble ex traction 3 who by die continual decay 
of die out-branches of their families are funk down 
to diat mean condition. 

The three principal families in the Province of 
Holla?id were the noble Brederodes (for diat is late- 
ly, yiZc 1 6 j 9, eyinnCt for want of iffuemak) die 
anticnt Waffenaers, and the rich Egmonds : but for 
a compleat account of all their chief Families fee 
Boxhornius his Theatre of the Towns and Province 

of Holland \ and Chronic. Holland. W. van Gou- 

thoeven. Yet fliall we add here out of De Linda 
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the cliief families of Holland, as they were re- 
corded by him not many years asoe 3 which were 

1. Such as were originally of that Province, as 

Bredercde$ Wajfenaer, or Vuvenwoorde, Matenejfe, 
Schaegen, Bou^horft, Van der Does, Poelgeeft, Boet- 
Zelaer, Naeldrryck* Fre/Ipn, Wyngaerden, Vander Duyn. 

2. Such as were not originally of Holland extrac- 
tion 5 viz. Arckel, Broeckhorji, Amftel van Mynde, 
Hodenpyl, Rietwyok* Heufden, Afperen, Kranenburgh y 
EgmonU 

We have in the beginning of this general Dc- 
fcription obferv'd that the Dutch Common- 
wealth is made up of feveral free and independent 
States, firmly combin'd by the union of TJtrecht 
for their mutual defence 5 but with the refervation 
of feveral points of Soveraignty to themfelves 
within their refpedtive Provinces. And indeed this 
is not only true of their feveral Provinces, but of 
divers particular places and Cities, which are en- 
dow cl with fo much of fupreme power, that they 
are not concluded by the majority of their proper 
Provinces 5 but to pais many tilings their particular 
concurring votes are abfolutely necenary. For as 
the States General in the matters of peace and war, 
new alliances, imposition of Taxes that (hall reach 
the whole body of the Union, and the like, can e£ 
feet nothing without the joy nt concurrence of all 
the Provinces, fo the fingle Provinces cannot pais 
the matter themfelves without the confent of eve- 
ry voicing City, as they term them- There is one 
great inconvenience indeed happens hereupon,and 
that is, that bufinefs with them proceeds but flow- 
Iy, and though for the moft part a concurrence 
of all members be at length procur'd, yet is it of- 
tentimes effected only by long and tedious per- 
fwafions, and in no fhiall danger of mifcarrying 
by the crafty workings of forreign interefted Mi- 
nifters 5 the diffenting vote (as has been faid) of 
one City, which fometimes bv one artifice or o- 
thcr may probably be procur'd, being fufficient to 
baffle and elude the moft beneficial and rea- 
fonable defign or propofaL We find that the City 
of Dort in the grand commotions which happen cl 
upon the French incurfion an. 1672, did without 
ever confuting the provincial States, nay or any 
other fingle City , abfolve themfelves and the 
Prince of Orange from the Oath taken to maintain 
the perpetual Edict, without any kind of referva- 
non or fubrnifllon to die faid States, by whofe 

authority that Edict had been legally eftablifh'd. 
Nor do we find that City ever queftion d for fo 
doing, or mdg'd to have acted therein beyond 
the limits of its proper and lawful Jurjfdiction 

There lies indeed in Civil Caufes an appeal from 
the Cities to the Provincial Courts of Juftice, but 
in Criminals not at all 5 nor can the Provincial 
Affembly exercife any Aa of Soveraignty, fucfi 
as are the fazing an Offender, the pardoning Of- 
fences within the jurifdiction of a City 5 nor put 
any f^ntence of Law in execution, but by the V 
dioal Officers of the fame City. J 

The main Ingredients in the cofnpofitxon of this 
whole State are obfervd by the ju*douTskiM- 
ham Temple to be, The freedom of the Cities 
the Soveraignty of the Provinces, and the a-Jee- 
mcnt ^and conftitutions of the Union, SdTth^ 
exclusion whereof but the other day hS2 , 
cans d their utter ruin) the zmhs^o^M^ 
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The Soveraign powc r is in the States General, ,1 
which us'd formerly to be conven'd by die Coun- ( 
cill of State, and made up above eight hundred 
perfons. But after die Earl of Leicefters departure 
(though others £«y it was done upon the appre- 
henfions thcr had of him before his arrival ) the 
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The Union is made up of feven Several Pro 



with the power 3nd name or tiie States Ge- 
l 3 who were never really aftembled after that 
time, except atBerghen opZoom,to ratify the twelve 
years truce with Arch-duke Albert and the Kin™- 
of Spain, an. 1 6 op, unlefs that grand Convention was 
of the fame nature (although hardly fo numerous) 
was held in the year i 6 50 for fettling affairs at that 
critical time, when the Louveftein party prevailing, 
and carrying all before diem,new modelTd the Go- 
vernment, and changed it into a pure Common- 
wealth (as they ftiTd it) which in 1672 was, to the coft 
ofits contrivers, found coo airy and notional for a 
Pztfr ^complexion and under ft anding.But to return 
The true reafon of making the foremention'd 
alteration was, that the Council of State a<5tino- 
with fupreme authority in the abfence of the States 
General, and moreover convoking them at plea- 
sure, there feem'd to be too much power entrufted 
in their hands 3 and that especially upon this ac- 
count, becaufe (as is acknowledged by fbme of 
their moft approved and moft authentic writers) 
the Earl of Leicefter was then expected from Eng- 
land, who was to govern as Lieutenant for Queen 
Elizabeth, and they thought it not expedient to let 
him be privy to their moft fecret deliberations, 
(the very rife and origine whereof had hitherto 
been in their Council of State, in which he was 
by agreement with the Queen of England to have 
place) that is they were refolv'd in die very infancy 
of theirState,to practice the Art of putting tricks up- 
on Princes,and thofe their greateft Patrons and de- 
liverers. Upon this account it was that they thought 
inexpedient to inftitute that other Convention of 
the Eftates (which is really no other then a repre- 
fentanve of the General Aflembly, or as an ordi- 
nary Committee of Parliament with us in refpect 
of the full Houfes) which ihould without any re- 
lation to their being call'd by diis Council (to 
whom for the future they left only the care of 
Imalier and lefs important bufinefs)meet conftantly 
atthe^^e andexercifeali theadts ofSoveraign- 
ty aseftectually as die other had formerly done? 

Tnefe States General are calTd die moft IUu- 
ftnous (though we find that term often omitted ) 
High and Mighty 5 whilft the Provincial Eftates 
even thofe of Holland, are ftil'd only Noble and' 
Mighty, or Great and Mighty. ^ 
The States of Holland and Weft- Prize land tve 

up dieir Deputies when they fend them to tht 
Affembly of the States General, by particular^ Ar- 
ncles 5 which order was made and dbhSSf 
gethcr with the form of the Oath taken by them 

Belg. cap s. Where we are likewife told that 'each 
but one Vnrv* „ never io many, have 

ties £S Jh£Z r °T ces fcnd ^ D£ p u - 

for the oSrfK^ %u, ^ 311(1 fomc 
L-Kt or mrth-HoIland (contoonly cafl'd Weft Prize- 

land) 
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land) with two of their Provincial council of State, 
and their Penfioner, or Advocate General of their 
Province. * 

No military perfon whatever has feftion here. 
Every Province takes its week by turns for prc- 
dding 5 which is done by the beft qualified perfon 
among its Deputies. He fits at the middle of a 
long Table capable of holding about thirty per- 
fons, for that is ufually their number 3 and when 
a forreign Minifter has audience he is feated di- 
rectly over againft him. The Secretary, who fits 
at the loweft end of the Table, reads all Papers - 
the Prefident puts the Queftion upon every point 
to be debated, calls - the Voices of the Provinces 
and forms the conclufion 3 which laft if he be un- 
willing to do according to the majority, he is 
obhg'd to refign his place to the Prefident of the 
next week, and he concludes for hirn. This is the 
method in affairs of lefs confequence, but in mat- 
ters of peace and war, forreign alliances, railing 
or coining of Monies (with relation to the whole 
Union) or when the Privilcdge of any Province 
or Member of the Union is concern d, there can 
be no determination without the joynt concur- 
rence of all the Provinces. For we muft remem- 
ber diat diis Council is not anally pofTefs cl of 
the Soveraignty, that remaining ftifl in the Pro- 
vincial Eftates, of whom theie are only the Repre- 
fentatives, and therefore in the forefaid affairs, as 
alfo in giving anfwers to forreign Ambaffadors, or 
pitching upon their own, they can refolve nothing 

without the confent of dieir refpective Provinces 
nrft had. 

The Cuftom is when fame of the Provinces dif- 

fent, that thofe which agree fend fome able perfons 

to confer with them, who reprefenting die rea- 

fons that indue'd diem to be of that opinion, fel- 

dom or never fail of bringing the others to be of ; 
the fame mind. 

TheCouncil of State,the admiraIty,andTreafury, 
are all fubordinate to this Council keeping as near 
a refemblance as could be contriv'd to the feveral 
Councils in the time when thefe Provinces were 
feparacely govern'd, or united under the houfc 
of Burgundy and Auftria 5 only feveral Deputies 
iucceed the fingle perfons under the former go- 
vernment, yet fo as that they compofe but one 
voice for every Province 5 the Hague being 
formerly the feat of the Counts of Holland 
as now of the Princes of Orange and all thefe 

Councils. 

'I of The Council of State conflfts of twelve perfons 

whereof Gelderland till of late fent two, Holland 
three, Zealand and Utrecht two apiece, Frize- 
land, Over yf el and Groningen 9 each of them 
one. But upon the readmifhon of the conquer cl 
Provinces into the Union am 1 74, one of its two 
Votes was by public Act of theStates General taken 
away from Geldres and confer 'd upon Groningen - 
which was profeffedly enacted in acknowledgment 
of the great fervice done the Generality by the laft 
mentioned Province in making fo vigorous a refi- 
nance againft the Forces of Munfter and Colen 
upon die late dreadful invafiton of thefe Coun- 
tries. Here matters are carry 'd (contrary to the 
way in the Affembly of the States) by the plura- 
lity of pcrfonal votes 5 every Deputy preftchng 
in his turn. Here the Governour of the Provinces 
has Seflion, and a deciding voice 5 (the Governour 
of Frizeland,who has been generally diftincl: from 
the other, having likewife the right of appear- 
ing and fitting for that Province, and appointing 
a Deputy in his abfence) and the Treafurer Ge- 
neral Seflion, but a voice only deliberative. O- 
thers tell us that there are two Counceflors fuper- 
numerary, who have deliberative power in the 
Affembly, but no difinitive Voice 5 and that thefe 
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are the fuperintendent of the Treafurv fwho is 
in the nature of a Controller of all public cx- 

money) and the Trea- 
furer or Receiver General himfelf, whofe advice 
s ordinarily ask d after that the other has given 
his. The Deputy of the Nobles of Holland, and 
the Deputies of the Province of Zealand are for 
lite 3 the reft for two, three, or four vears. This 
Council had formerly three Secretaries (each of 
whom had a falary of eight hundred Gilders per 
annum ) the members of it ufing then to divide 
themfelves, and do bufinefs in feveral Provinces 
at the fame time 5 but fince 1^50 there has been 

but one, with an allowance of fourteen hundred 
Gilaers a year. 

In the above mentioned Grand Affembly held 
an. 1^50 the Provinces of Vtrecht, Overyjfel, and 
Groningen with the Omlands folicitcd for their ha- 
ving more Deputies apiece in this Council, but in 
vain, it being too much againft the intereft of Hoi- 
W which Province did then in a manner govern 
all the reft, and by reafon of this Councilis con- 
stant fitting in the fame place with its Provincial 
imitates ( winch gave them fair opportunities of 
working over fuch as fhould diiVent) and its having 
three voices of twelve in the fame Council, was 
very eager at that time to have the audx>rity 
thereof enlargU Particularly they were for put- 
ting the Militia into the hands of the Council of 
State 3 though ftiftly oppos'd therein by the De- 
puties of Geldre, who made no fcrupk to tell diem 
openly that their Confederates had reafon to fear 
it would prove their unhappy fate to be infenfibly 
and gradually enflav'd by that Province. 

This Council propofes to the States General the 
moft expedient ways of raifing Troops, and lea- 
vying Monies, as well as die proportions of each, 
according to meconjuna^reofafrairs.Tiiey fuper- 
intend the Militia and Fortifications 3 die Contri- 
butions out of the Enemies Countries 5 die forms 
and difpofalsof Paffport^and the AfFairs,Reveni; 
and Government of the conquer d places, which 
are not fub/ect to any voicing Pro vince, but to the 
States General. 

To wards the end of every year (by the inflruc- 
tions given them an. 1^50, they were to do ite- 
very third Month) this Council offers a State of 
expence for the enfuing year to the States Gene- 
ral, who are to demand the fame of the States 
provincial, to be rais'd according to the ufual pro- 
portion. And here we (hall give you the Old 
and ftanding Rate 5 together with a certain new 
one, contriv'd (an. 1^50 ) by the Province of Hol- 
land, which at that time pretended great debts and 
inability to pay their old Quota, the reft of the 
Provinces ( though they afterwards comply'd ) 
oppofing what was labour cl for by that viz± the 
disbanding a confiderabfe part of their Forces. 

Old Rate for one hundred dioufand Gilders. 



Geldre 

Holland 

Zealand 

Utrecht 

Frizeland 

Overyfel 



Gild. 
3612. 

5830 
j 166 1 




St. 

05 

08 
17 



357i 




00 
10 

02 

1 1 

10 
04 
1 1 



This is die old Rate as we have it from Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, wherein die particulars do not make 
up the whole Summ 5 but that no queftion muff 
be imputed to the falfe printing of fome of the 
Figures, the miftake being moft probably in the 
Quota of Geldre 5 which feems too low rated in 
proportion co fomeof die other Provinces, as will 
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appear from the New Rate which was thus. 



Pounds 



we rind it in Aitzema. 










Lb. 






Geldre 


07 


00 


00 


Holland 




00 


00 


Zealand 




00 


00 


Utrecht 


08 


00 


00 


Frizeland 




00 


00 


Overyjfel 




00 


00 


Groning. dnd the Oml. o X 


00 


00 



Chamber 
of Ac- 
counts. 



Summ Total 100 00 00 

This petition (for fo they call it) is offer'd to 
the States General in the name of the Governour 
and Council of State, the fame being alfo done 
Rill (for it is an ancient form, continued from die 
time of their Dukes and Earls) in the Spanifb Ne- 
therlands 5 where it is conltant and annual in like 
manner as here. 

This Council expedites the orders for the whole 
expence of the State upon the refoludon firft ta- 
ken in the main by the States General. Every 
Order muft be fign d by the Treafurer General 
and by diree Deputies, of three different Provin- 
ces, and by die Secretary of the Council, and al- 
io regifter'd in the Chamber of Accounts 3 and 
then payment is made by the Receiver General 
without any difficulty or delay. 

Every Province raifes its Quota by what ways 
and means it pleafes, and fends it 'to the Receiver 
General 3 converting die Over-plufs, if there be 
any, to any public ufe within its own Limits. 

The Chamber of Accounts (erected about fixtv 
or feventy years agoe, for the cafe of the Council 
of State) confifts of two Deputies from each Pro- 
vince, who are changed every three years. They 
examine and State all accounts of all the feveral 
Receivers, and enroll and regifter the Orders of 
the Council of State, which difpofes of die Fi- 
nancies or public Revenue. 
Council of Bcfides thefe there is the Council of the Ad- 
the ddmi- nm-alcy, which manages and difpofes all Maritirn 
ratty* affairs, as well in the Equipping a Fleet when 'tis 

agreed upon by the States, as in iffuing forth the 
Monies allotted for that fervice. This Council is 
divided into five Colleges, which refide at Am— 
jterdam, Rotterdam, and Home in Holland, at Mid- 
dleburg m Zealand, and at Harlingen in Frizeland. 

Each confifts of feven Deputies, tour of them be- 
m S °[ die Province wherein the College refides, 
and three nominated by the other Provinces. The 
Admiral, and in his abfence the Vice- Admiral, pre- 
- fides when prefent in any of thefe Colleges or in 
aU of them, when die urgency of affairs is fo great, 
" requires their joint deliberating with die 
, General 5 for then they meet all togedier at 
the Hague. Their jurifdiction is to take cognizance 
of all crimes commited at fea (they determine all 
Caufes between Seamen and Officers without ap- 
peal, provided m matters of Mony that die Sum 

are taken , and all frauds and negligencies in the 
payment of Cuftoms, which are "applv 'd o nJv to 
the ulcs of the Admiralty, as likew&e the Mo- 

ESfEyr ^ ******** for Convoys and Im- 
pofts lay d upon Commodities transported from 

?™?* T ° t °™ ™ others as alfo what ispaidfS 

s then added whatever is foui 
by die States 5 but in time ol 
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ing more then fufficient, the overplus goes to 
the building of Ships, and floring of Arfenals with 
Amunition. 

When a Fleet is to be fet out, each of thefe 
Colleges furnifhes its proportion of the charge 
which is as certainly known as that of every Pro- 
vince in the railing of Taxes. The Admiral has 
only his Salary, which is not very great, and a cer- 
tain fhare of all prizes that are taken. We find 
that the Vice- Admirals annual allowance from 
the States between 1^50 and 1670 (there bein°- 
in that time no Admiral) was only the Sum of 
five hundred pounds Sterling. The Captains, fu- 
perior Officers, and number of men for every Ship, 
are appointed by thefe Colleges 3 (fbme tell us that 
they nominate a certain number^ out of which 
the Admiral choofes Captains for their men of 
War) and each captain takes the care of getting 
his Ship throughly man'd and victual' d, at a cer- 
tain rate of fb much a man 3 as alfb he provides 
Chirurgical medicins, and other things requifite 
for the prefervation of the Sea-mens health, and 
thofe that deal moft honeflly in thefe points are 
certainly in the faireft way to promotion 5 which 
occafions an emulation among the Officers, and 
makes them labour by all honeft and fair dealings 
to oblige the Souldiers and Seamen, and not by 
Knavifli praclrifes to fill their own purfes. Their 
Admiralty in time of peace maintain between 
thirty and forty men of war employ 'd in the fe- 
veral convoys of their xMerchants, with particular 
refpect. had to the Algereens, and the leaving fomc 
at home to be ready upon fudden emergencies. 
The common expence upon this account, and the 
building of Ships, is faid to be about fix millions of 
Gilders a year.The Privateers for their incourage- 
ment have a certain Sum of Money allowed them 
by the States, according to the value of the Prize 
they take from the Enemy 5 but the fift part of all 
prizes taken by them belongs to the States, and is 
look'd after by the Admiralty 5 the tenth is the Ad- 
mirals 3 the reft being divided between the Cap- 
tain, Seamen , and thofe that fet out the Vef- 
fel. 

The great fimplicity and modefty of their Ma- 
giftrates and chief Minifters of State, and their 
near agreement with the vulgar in the Common 
way and port of life, are efteem'd the things which 
make the abfolute power of their Senators in the 
chief Cities, and their grievous Taxes throughout 
the whole State, pauendy endurU Sir William 
T tmple tells us that he never faw de Ruyter in bet- 
ter Clothes then die Ordinary Sea-Captains 5 and 
that the great de Wit himfelf ordinarily went un- 
attended, and on foot in the Streets, like the com- 
mon Burghers of the Town. 

This people has never been ( except between 
1*50 and 1*72) without fome fmglc perfonas 
th f cl ^ d °* Governor, it may be from the time 
otCzvilis 5 though the fame has been alwavs fub- 
ordinate to their Laws and Cuitoms, the Sove- 
reign power being really in the States, or fome 
Convention analogous to them. In manv Eaftern 
Countries, where they are zealoufly devoted to 
Monarc^v the Dutch (as fome report) are fbre'd 
at this day to pretend that they are under a 

^tIde^Zr C u rt ^ thaC d ? e Lmm are 

cSn ? S ? atl0ns ' are to**** to their 
Governor as to a fupreme and abfolute Prince , 

and fuch is he fuppos'd and mentioned inall pub- 
lic Treaties and Leagues with thofe people - who 
having been perpetually under the ver?extrean^ 



to 



peace be- 



Governme; 

S3? Y r C ^ n ° Z ima ST c *ac cherVftouTd my 

wei^nH^-^ 35 * Common- 

wealth : and in this die States find it neceffarv to 



humor 



humor them, both to preferve their reputation, 
and ic may be in fome places their very trade. 

Upon the Revolt from Spain, all Royal Rights 
and Prerogatives (fuch as are making Peace and 
War, contracting Alliances, coyning Money, and 
the like) were devolv'd upon the AiTembly of the 
States : but the former power of the Prince of 0- 
ra?ige as Governour of moft of the Provinces was 
ftill carefully continued and allowed him 5 the 
chief whereof were the Command of Land and 
Sea Forces, the difpofing of Military Offices, par- 
doning the penalty of Crimes 3 choofing Magi- 
strates out of a certain number prefented by the 
Towns. 

Though the Princes of Ora?ige have never pre- 
tended to the Soveraignty of thefe Provinces* 
yet great all along has been their dignity, and 
iiich as comes not fhort of any abfolute Princes, 
in refpe<ft of public Guards, attendance of Mili- 
tary Officers, application of all foreign Minifters, 
and pretenders at home 3 the States not coming 
to a refblution in any public matter without the 
advice of the Governor or Stadtholder, although 
he has ordinarily neither vote nor feflion among 
them 3 but when the Council of State joins in 
confutation with the States General, then he 
fits among them alfo, his place being the moft 
honourable in the whole Alfembly 5 and though 
the faid Council happen to be difmifs'd, yet 
does not he depart with them, but tarries and 
aflifts at the further deliberations of the fupreme 
Convention. The fplendor and magnificence of 
the Governor's Court has likewife been alwavs 
very great, fupported not only by the penfions 
and rights of his feveral Charges and Commands, 
but by a mighty patrimonial Revenue, as well 

in the Seventeen Provinces, as in France, Germa- 
ny, and Burgzindy. 

Upon the untimely death of William the Second 
Prince of Orange a?2. 165 o, by the influence of Hol- 
land, and the prevailing power of the Loveftein 
party (of which more anon) the authority of the 
Princes of Orange was divided among the feveral 
Magistracies of the State 3 the Cities taking to them- 
felves the ultimate choice and nomination of 
their Magiftrates 5 the States provincial the dif- 
pofal of all Military Commands within the pre- 
cincts of their refpec~tive Provinces 5 and the States 
General all thofe that were of a more public na- 
ture, fuch as the Generalftiip of their Armies, and 
other Offices andTrufts relating to the body of die 
Union. The power of pardoning Capital Offenders 

rigor of Law (for therewas hardly 
with them any man ever pardoned except in fuch 
cafes) and the Representative of the Port and Dig- 
nity of die Common- wealth by a fingle perfon, 
were quite taken away 5 diough the doing fo was 
highly rcfented by the body of the people, being 
judg'd the one prejudicial and die other absolutely 
pernicious in its confequences to the State. 

Concerning the power of their former Governors 
we find in fome papers ofFer'd to the confideration 
of their Grand AfTembly an. 1 650, that the Earl of 
Leicejier had abfolute Commiflion from the States, 
as Governor and Captain General, not fimply of 
their Leaguers or over the Soldiery only without 
the voicing Pro vinces,in like manner as the fucceed- 
ing Princes of Orange had by their limited and cir- 
cumfcrib'd Commiilions, but abfolutcly over the 
united Provinces themfelvessind in the fame papers 

it is declar'd that, Their forefathers in tbe beginning 
of the war thought good, following the example of tbe 
King of Spain, and former Lords of the Country, to 
appoint a Governor General over thefe Countries,whoJe 
authority withall extended within the limits of the 
-voicing Provinces,even in mat ters of Policy andjuftice 
in the higheft degree, dec. But thai thefe being ajter- 
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wards found dangeroics, it was thought fit r.or tochc^r 
a Governour General, but only a Captain Ge?ieral,a?ui 
the Jame only with power over the Army or Leaders b> 
all places without the voicing Provinces, and over Ar- 
mies drawn into the field. But this matter being thus 
reprefented only by the Province of Holla? ':d, and 
that at die very time when they made it their ut- 
moff endeavour not only to weaken and enervate 
but utterly to extinguifh the Ofhce ofStadtholder[ 
there feems no great ftrefs to be laid upon it and 
therefore we fhall refer the whole bufinefs to the 
arbitration of the judiciousReader,to whofe confi- 
deration we lhall in the next place offer an account 
of the power of the Stadtholder, as we have it 

from Boxhornius in his Book de ftatu fiederati Behii - 

which he informs us to be to this effect ^ * 

1. To pardon and forgive Capital Crimes, 
which is certainly a main point of Soveraignty. 

2. In the Provinces where are Courts ofjuftice, 
he always prefides if prefent 5 and his name and' 
Titles are prehVd to all decrees enacted there. 

3. He names the Magiftrates of their Cities, 
either out of a certain number offer'd unto him, 
or in fome places abfolutely as he himfelf pleafes! 
This has been hitherto praclis'd at Nimeghen, e- 
very where in Holland, except at Horn, Enchuyfen, 
Edam ond Monekendam 5 in Zealand every where 
but at Ter-Goes^ and inall places of Vtrecht. In 
Frizelatzd the proper Governour always did the 
fa me. And this power is extended even to their 
higheft Offices, called Drofi-Ampten, as well as to 
others of an inferior rank. 

4. He fends Ambafladors to forreign Princes 
concerning his own private affairs , and gives 
audience to Ambaffadors fent to the States Ge- 
neral ( and here again we have certainly a point 
of Soveraignty.) 

5. He is to fee the States Orders executed in 
thofe Provinces of which lie is Governour. 

6. He gives abfolute and definitive Sentence in 
differences between divers Pro vinces,and between 
the members themfelvcs of fome Provinces, and 
betwen the States themfclves and fome of their 
Subjects 5 as is more largely exprefs'd in the ninth 
and fourteenth Articles of the Union of Vtrecht. 

It is not to be deny'd but the Office of Governour 
or Stadtholder mult be diftingui(h'd from that 
ofGeneral 5 for oftentimes he that is chiefComman- 
der of all their Forces is Governour of only fbme of 
their Provinces 3 and it has been much debated, e- 
fpecially of late years, whether it be abfolutely ne- 
- ceflary for the welfare of their State to have always 
a Governour or Stadtholder 3 which queftion vi e 
lhall not take upon us abfolutely to refblve : yet 
(hall we put down fome particulars, which duly 
confider'd feem to make very much for the affir- 
mative. 

Firft then there is thereby a near agreement 



main tain 'd with their anticnt and profperous Con- 
ftitution under Dukes and Earls, who were as 
thefe (though not altogether fo far) ty'd up and 
limited by Laws and oblig'd to allow and keep 
inviolate the ancient Cuitoms and Privileges of 
the people. 

2. There muft needs be a great convenience 
and advantage in having fome fingle and ilJurtri- 
ous perfon to reprefent with more awe and ve- 
neration (which will certainly be paid him from 
Foreigners as well as thofe of their own Nati- 
on) thegreatnefs arid ma jefty of the Common- 
wealth. 

3. It is necefTary to have fbme fetd'd and cer- 
tain way of determining controvertics which of- 
tentimes happen not only between City and City 
of the fame Province, but between the Provinces 
themfelves 3 and this has been found by frequent 
experience to have never been fo effectually done 

Q as 
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as bv the mediation and authority of a Scadt- 



holder. The Reader may eafilv learn from Aitzema 
(though a meer airy Republican himfelf) what 
a great buftle was made, and how many projects 
fram'd, upon thcJaying afide of the Stadtholder- 
ihip (an. 1^50) for deciding fuch kind of differen- 
ces for the future $ and there may he be inform 3 d 
what a tedious and intricate contrivance there was 
of Arbiters, and Superarbiters to that purpofe 5 
what a fquable happened concerning the matter 
of confentsto public charges, which the reft would 
have compriz'd in the Act for determining Con- 
troversies, while Holland ftuck obftinately to the 
having it remain Soveraignly and abfblutely in the 
power of the particular Provinces 3 as Iikewife what 
was the true irtue of thefe their newfangl'd methods 
and confultationSjZ'/^. that it was quickly made ma- 
nifest, that not only the point of arbitration, but 
the entire management of the affairs of the Union 
were fallen into the hands of Hollandpay moreover 
that the States of that Province (or it may be a tin- 
gle pcrfon viz. the Penfionary of the fame) had re- 
ally and in effect ufurp'd more authority then was 
ever pretended to by their common Stadtholders. 

We mud confefs that the Barnevelt, and fince 
that the Loveftein faction have endeavour'd to per- 
fwade themfelves and the World that there was 
great reafon to be apprehenfive of the growing 
power of the Princes of Orange, the, firft concluding 
that Prince Maurice,and the latter that William the 
Second, Father of the prefent Prince, had fecretly 
refolv'd by the afliftance of their "Veterane Armies 
to make themfelves abfolute,and to feize upon the 
Soveraignty of all 'thefe Provinces. But fuch a 
defign feems to tend fo directly to the utter mine 
of them and their family, that it cannot find be- 
Jiefe with any unprejudiced perfon or party ; for 
conhdering that the notion which the Dutch have 
or their dear bought liberty, (for the maintenance 
whereof they willingly fubmit to fuch grievous 
taxes as were never heard of in otherNations) is the 
very foul of their prodigious induftry and trade as 
thofe are of their greatRichesrfo that when ever any 
iuch thing fhould be effeaed(which by the by muft 
be not only accomphfh'd by force but maintained 
by rigour and Tyranny) this people muft in a lit- 
tle time become fo extream poor thatthev would 
be as unable as unwilling to contribute Efficiently 
tor their defence againft fomany powerful neigh- 
bours* and therefore would,noqueftion,be eafilv 
indue d to change one new Maftcr for another or 
rather a weak Ufurper for fome potent Prince and 
one more able to protect and defend them againft 
all. invafipns and aflaults of their Enemies. 

At the time of concluding the twelve years truce 
znz.1 6o 9 ?rmceMauric e,fon of the Glorious William 
of Orange by Annetheonly Daughter of Maurice, 
^^oiSaxony,wasGovernourandStadtholderof 

years, with Geldre, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht and Overy/fel hk 
fome of Couz^ William Lewis,Batlof ^.bdStfi 
their Cha- time :Govemour of Frisian* and Gron?n%enwkh 
ratters. the Omlands and Drent , upon whofe death which 

MaZle vt^rofG' 1 ?*°> ^\^fe was chofe ct 
W*/7 > v ^orofGromngen with the Omlands and Drent Er- 
William neftus Cafimeroi Naff aw, fuccecdin- Rr^Tu 
Lewis and afotefa,d William iLs'o^^G^^^ 
Erneftus Frizeland. Prince Maurice was born ar oS^T , 
Cadmir m the County ofNafaw, o^^StS^ 

vember 1 5*7, and died durmg the ficee of r 
- ; i^5, being about vghffndfi^* 
He was of a middle Stature and habit of bofv 

Councils. HS w a of 7*J2? °ver-adventurous 



Governors 
fince the 
truce of 
twelve 
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difpofition, and though he would have Martial 
difcipline main tain*d,yet could lie never beaccus'd 
of any act of cruelty. He was temperate in his 
diet and habit, in neither of which he was given 
to change or affected variety. He is cominended 
by fome for his continence, a virtue not a little 
remarkable in a Prince and a Soldier. His educa- 
tion was at Leyden, where he was throughlv in- 
structed in the Mathematicks and Hiftory by Her- 
man Winterhorft, at firft his Tutor and afterwards 
chief Councellor and Confident. Wherever he 
march'd or traveled he took an exact furvey of all 
Paffages, Wayes, Streights, Rivers and Fords, <? c 
So that when he was to embattel, fight, retire' 
march, intrench or rife, he could prefently ac- 
commodate himfelf to the nature and fituation 
of the Ground and place of Action. His excel- 
cellency is reported to have been in a defenfive 
war, and therein he is reputed by many to have 
gone even beyond all Commanders of his time 

Upon the death of Prince Maurice, an. \6o\ zlt p 
his half Brother Henry Frederick, fuceeded him in FreLl 
the Principality of Orange and Government of /Wrf 

Geldre, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht and Over yf el Oral J 
Groningen, with the Omlands and Drent choof ine' ErJk ■ 
Erneftus Cafimir (already Governor of Frizeland^ rJlt; 
for their Stadtholder, who being UTd^,gSt' 
at the fiege of Ruremond, was fucceeded by Henry H e ™) r 
hisSon,call dafterwards,and chat not unworthily Son m 
the Achilles of the Hollander. Upon the death of S l 
the laid Henry Frizeland chofe his brother William dZu 

Frederick .of Nafaw, but Groningen with the Om- Nafaw 
lands and Drent Henry Frederic^ Prince of Orange. lJJ e 

Th AW l t He u y Fr€ J eric ^ Fath er being a German SonL 
and his Mother a French woman (fhc was Louifa ne/iJs 
C olligny, daughter of the great Admiral of France ' 
murther d in the barbarous Mauacre of Paris an 
1572) hem his confticution did partake of the 
temper of both Nations h that is a mixture of the 
ftay d deliberation of the one, with the fiery heac 
and brisknefsof the other. He was trained upin 
feats of arms from his Childhood $ and when but 
feyenteen years old was prefent at the blood v bat- 
tel of NieuportMiete being defied bv Prince Mau- 
rice to retire out of the heat of the fight, he made 
- anfwer that he would rather loofe his life then leave 
his Brother or forfake his honour. He was prudent 

m nis defigns and fortunate in his undertakings - 

°^M Cat f folutlon ™* obftinate perfeverance \ 
artable in his conversion, and amiable, thou-h 
not without a Martial grace in his countenance. 

teemh ' of M™^ AfU f ^ ^ ?*g*e on the four- Willkt 
£ w ?r arcI \ a u thc famc d ^y his only theSe- 

Son William took the Oath to the States as Gover- cM 
nour of all their Forces both by Sea ^n^ rZJ clT 
being admnted to the StadMc^f 

&tof£i™^? already Governourof Frederii 

Indirect the V th the Omlands of $4* 

by a ?^^{^f^°7^ bdn ^ influence Son ojb 
S^^^^^A -d af- Aff 



Cafimir 
together. 



terwards hvr»nKlTV^J ^ - - , - ^ zna ^> and at- jimir^ 
find Henry Cafimir f CouVer. r d ' V tf 74. Hem, 

Henry FreJrriri) r '^"ShtcrotPrmce Nafc* 

^wSdli£^ m0r ^ bolder of J lia 

veriJTelznd afterwards thofe of zfj 7 *? °' 

almoft 



N E T H E R L 



almoft the utter ruin of their Commonwealth 
(whereof we {hall difcourfb more large! y elfe- 
where ) not only reftor'd William- Henry Prince 
of Ora??ge, and Son of William II. to the high 
Office and Dignity of his forefathers, but made 
the Stadtholderlhip and Captain and Admiral- 
Generalfhip Hereditary to the laid Prince s male 
pofterity begot in lawful Wedlock 5 the Provinces 
of Friz? land and Groningen being already provided 
of a Governor, viz. the abovemention'd Henry 
Cafimir ofNaftan>. The States of Geldreland would 
have made him abfblute Duke of Geldre and Earl 
of ZutfJyen, but as that was freely and folemnlv 
offer 'd by themfo was it prudently and generouf- 
ly refus d and declind by the Prince, diough die 
whole matter was inviduoufly represented by thc 
Loveftein party, who were very induftrious in fur- 
mifing that -the Offer wascontriv'd and procured 
by him, and concluding mahcioufly from thence 
that he trod in die fteps of his PredecefTors, and 
aim'd at the Soveraignty of the whole State". 

William Henry the prefent Prince of Orange is Con 
of William the Second, by Mary eldeft daughter 
of Charles the Firft, King of great Britainjnaxty'd 
to thefaid William an. 164.1$ and deliver'd of him 
eight days after the untimely death of her hus- 
band, which happen'd upon the fixth of Novem- 
ber an. 16 so, he being then four and twenty years 
and fix months old. Concerning the prefent Prince 
of Orange, we find this Character not undeferved- 

ly given him 5 that he has joynd to the high eminence 
of Royal blood the -popular virtues of his Country 5 that 
he is filent and thoughtful 5 given to hear and to en- 
quire 5 of a found andfteddy u?iderftanding,and of much 
firmnefs in what he once refolves or once denies 5 ofqreat 
application to bufinefs, with little inclination to plea- 
fures. C onfiderably zealous, and of much piety in tfye 
Religion of his Country 5 but not without charity to 0- 
thers. T ?mperate beyond what is ufual to his youth or 
climate. Frugal in common management of his fortune 
and yet magnificent upon occafion. Of great Spirit and 
Heart, afpiring to the glory of Military anions 5 with 
Jtrong ambition to grow great, but rather by the fervice 
then fervitude of his Country. In fhort a Prince of many 

Virtues without any appearing vice. We ihall only add 
here what the Earl of Orrery in his excellent Trea- 
tife of the Art of war very ;uftly affirms concern- 

rlZr* i nn r C > ^ hat ncichcr ^xander the 
W^ r^ 0 ^ 110 Mallians, nor Henry the 

fourth of France at the taking of Cahors, did run 

did m the late reduction of Grave. We muft 
therefore impute it chiefly to the ill-favour'd cir- 

had of br' f CO ^ hlch ^ P r °l c ^ Statesmen 
™1 ^J^broughc the Dutch affairs, if the 
courage and conduct of this Prince has not hither- 

S^fW d T h thc Ilkc ^ Ionous ^cceffes as 
Ladv LI l £f? S j An l l6 77* he marrv'd the 
Pnnce d / u §hter of the high born 

tkfsecoT* D r kc ° f brochcr of Charles 

Prince « n ^ of ^eat Britain. He is 

x rmce cl Orange, Count or Earl of Nafjaw Catti- 

SteTf ^iet^nnghen, mLs\ Buren 
TaronanAT & f Marq^fi ot Vere and Flujhing, 
herlen He 1 ° f Grave ^ Cuyck.Dieft Grim- 

Notoy f t 7? /S n Br L a ^onck, Warn/ion, Arlac , 
wZ7en rl7r D ° eS ^ Po/a " e > ^mftadt, Nie- 
tMe^P^^f^ thc RwofSt Mkrtin Geer- 

NaeSir ^ i aJlle Re ? an * of the cwo halves, and 
fat T££*^p*cdi*iy of Antwerp and Be- 

come^ t £p fe/ ' ?* P^ces fome have 

dcS° t rt£^ °l 0ra »Z e »>y a longhereditary 
the Maron^r c¥?£ CCn P urch ^'ci bv them 5 as 
the F?ftT Q ° f F/ * f ¥z£*" d Ter-vere by William 

' bcltowd u Pon them by thc States, for 
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their unparallc.'d fcrviccs done A- Cr^~ 
wealth : the donation of d^ers vbS^^ 
expre/sly confirm'd on the fide o^e K^^' C 
by tne peace of Mu;: /Jer 0 Gt S P azn 

look d upon rather as a fervanc of thc?v M 

fn nX CS ^ en , oneo ^henumber himfelf, though 
in others he be reckon'd one of the Senate and 
Supream Counal. In Holland their au rhor ty h« 

Ionk^ yCarS ^ ° nI ? beCn § rear ' but rhek peri-ons 
look d upon as facred.an aifault made 1 6 72 ( about 

two months before he was murther <i by the Sn! 

mon people) upon John de Wit having been pS- 



^* w xie»ic ixovince, and thevmm nl-r> 

very much who look upon him of thc^ft£«? 

^J roVln ^ a %°? ly ^ eco ^ of th eCity of 
Amfigdam. He of the faid Province of /fc^W 

is call dtheie^ (that is Councellor) Pcn^S? 
and is ordinarily a Dodlor of Civil Law, whofe 

the State, that he has been call'd by fome of their 

own Writers the Atlas Belgic* Libert atis. This is 
certain that not long after the death of William the 
Second the Pentionary of Holland did really and 
in effect fuccced the depreffed Familv of 
as to the matter of Power, though n6t of PortSr 
5tate in their Commonwealth 5 things being come 
to that pafs, that it was he whoreaUV governed Iiis 
own Pro vincc as that did the reft of thc Union, 
it being fufficiently known, that the chief dire- 
ction of their affairs, lay for nineteen years com- 
pieat ( that is, from July 1^53 to Augufi 1672.) 
in the hands of the Pentionary De Witt who 
w } r h lus party had not only redue'd all the Ci- 
vil Charges of the Government in Holland, but 
m a manner all the Military Commands in die 
Army, out of the hands of perfons affectionate 
to the Houfe of Orange, and put them into thofe 
elteemd more hire and fail to the intereft of 

u J !r m ° re P°P uIar Statc - It would feem by 
the fame Pentionary s addrefs to the States of 
Holland and Weft Frizeland, that this Office (which 
he thereby defires leave to refign ) is in its own 
nature temporary, and limited to the term of five 
years 5 but it was no flrange tiling that the place 
of the Pentionary of Holland (hould become per- 
petual, when the power of that Province was 
grown little lefs then arbitrary 5 which we may 
venture to affirm, fince it is well known, that 
when fome of the other Provinces feem'd to per- 
fift obfbhately in their drifenring from Holland, 
they were threatned by that Province, if tiiev 
would not comply, to be quite thrown out of 
the Union. The truth therefore of thefe things 
being too notorious to be denied, we will give 
you the fucceflion of thefe Pcntionaries , in 
the fame method as we have done that of their 
chief Governors, from their laying afide, and 
afterwards abolilhing the Sradtholdedhip, to the 
relhtution of the fame. 

1 . The firft was die Lord Cats, who being fe- Pentiona- 
venty four years old, after die breaking up of their ties of 

and Aflembly,7//X- in September an. 1651, refign'd Holland 
his Office of CounceHor-Penfionary, or Advocate and Weft- 
of Holland and Weft-Frizeland 3 keeping ftiil thofe Frizgland* 
of the Great Seal, and Deputy of thc Fiefs of Hol- 
land. 

2. In his ftead was at the fame time chofen the 
Lord Adrian Paw, Lord of Hemftede, Brit and prc- 

Q 2 fiding 
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fiding Councillor and Controller in the Cham- 
ber of Accounts of Holla?id and We ft- Fr inland. 
He had before that time fervid in this charge, and 
had been employ a in divers folemn Ambaffics 
■with great praife, and to the fpecial fervice of the 
State. 

5. John de Wit chofen in July an. 1 £53, refign'd 
in Auguft 1672$ of whom we have much to fay 
elfe where, and fhall therefore only add in this place 
that he was (as fbme pofitivcly affirm) a bitter 
enemy not only to the family of Ora?zge, but to the 
Englifh Nation 5 againft which he had great but 
vain defigns,and fuch as at length prov'd pernicious 
to himfelf and Country. 

Murther is (aid not to be profecuted among 
the Dutch with fo much diligence and concern 
as Felony and Theft 3 the reafon whereof may 
pofliblybe, becaufein this patient and tradm°- 
Na tion, the effects of avarice are more frequent 
and more hurtful" to the public then thofe of 
anger and revenge. It is, as fome report, a ca- 
pital offence among them to offer violence to 
a man in his own houfe, and it is not allow'd by 
their Magiftrates, that a Matter Ihould correct 
his Servant with blows. High- way men, or fuch 
as rob pafTengers as they travel from place to 
place, are never pardon d. Theeves are fome- 
tjrnes, but never fuch as break houfes, or ileal 
Sheep m the pafture grounds. 

The Confederate States pretend to retain fome 
reiembJance at leaft of the old Cenforian constituti- 
on among the Romans 5 and it may be fome actions 
which are accounted criminal rather from their 
excefs then kind, and which pafs fcotfreein other 
Countries, are animadverted upon here. But 
certainly there is little reafon to commend them 
( as fome do ) for the ftrict obfervation of the 
Lords day, fince their very good. friend Conrin- 
gius gives only this relation^ the matter, that 
in many Cities the gates in Sermon-time are 
ihut and all perfons prohibited under a certain 
penalty to produce their commodities, or offer 
them to fale. The fame Author highly com- 
mends the Magiftracy of Rotterdam ( wifhing 
that all other Cities would follow the examplel 
for their zealous constitutions againft Swearing 
and Profanenefs. The Cities of Amfterdam, Rot 
terdam r and Vtrecht have made very fevere Laws 
againft fighting, and even drawing a knife in 
anger 5 and the mutes and fines put upon fuch- 
like oftences are with all rigor exacted by certain 
Officers appointed for that purpofe 5 thofe that 
are not ; able that way to fatisfie the Law, being 

inflicted cidier in their houfes of correction or 
in their public ftreets and market-places.' In 

thfe^nf r ( 35 ^ R'u"*" ^d in 

tne un or Grcnzngen ) there are fumptuary Laws 

efpecially relating to marriage-feafts, and other 
fuch- hke public entertainments 5 by which the 
fpaceof time and quantity of drink, together 
^ith the number of Guefts and Di^are^ fed 
and determinU In many Cities the funeS en 

Husbandmen and Boors throughout all the Pro- 
vinces they continue to this da * Others of thdr 

o? abolifh d 5 as are alfo in mod places Com, 

dies, and fuch kind of fhews asare ludTdbvf^ 
men t o tend only thc dcba ^i b J^ 

S'dfc natIn§ u §Cnius of a NS don. 7 ft is 
Jifhd by fome, that there were fuch Laws enact 
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fervable, that no Laws in any Country are lets 
regarded then thofe of that nature 3 and con- 
cerning the foremen tion'd Laws of Charles V. an 
1550, we find it recorded, that in a few years 
they came to be wholly neglected, notwith- 
{landing that the general poverty which was 
fhortly after produced by the calamities of the 
fucceeding wars feem'd to make the putting of 
them in execution not only convenient but al- 
xnoft neceffary. For the puni/hment of {loth and 
idlcnefs, as well as divers crimes not capital 
there are feveral Houfes of correction, like unto' 

?£SJ^ dewdIS5 asat Am J ierdam * Harlem, Goude 
Mzddlebzzrg, Leewarden, and many other Cities 

Thefe arc employ 'd in rafping Brafil wood, in 

beating of Hemp 5 and at Middleburg, after the 

manner of the ancient Romans, in turning the 

Mill. In the fame Houfes are certain Clofets 

or private rooms, fet apart for disciplining the' 

Ions and relations of the better fort, and- fuch 

whofe quality exemts them out of the common 

multitude 5 the correction of women being alfo 

confin d to their proper and diftinct Houfes. 

Holland, Zealand,Frzzeland,and Groningen make 
the ftrength of this State 5 the other three Pro- 
vinces, with the conquered Towns in Brabant 
/ landers, and Cleve making onlv the Out-works 
or Frontiers, and ferving chiefly for the fafetv 
and defence of the fame againft any fudden and 
powerful invafion.But the force and power of thefe 
1 rovinccs in general are not to be meafur'd bv 
the number and valour of their Subjects 5 but 
by the ftrcngth of their Shipping, their (landing 
forces even m time of peace, and their both or- 
duiary and extraordinary ability upon the account 
of incom and revenue 5 by which they are not on- 
ly able to maintain their ufual Militia, but when 

ble7o*S t0 raifC faf m ° r ^ confid ^a 

rlJ Cf ? rC the / r 1 o Clvc ycars Trucc Vi4 Spam 
their forces (as Sir William Temple obferves ) 

were of no fmall confederation Lth by Latd 

and Sea 5 yet were they pinch'd in their growth 

by top much exercife and hard/hip. The? Jera 

both in their firft and fecond warverySS 

anaults of Spain 5 there being no reafon to fear 
(as their friends and affiftant! fupp^d) t h at a 
State poffefling fo fmall a coronal nf a 
would ever be able to prejudkeTny of t£^ 
make their ^ Allies repent o[ 
fices. But it has fince prov'd otherW^ 1 
were not long agoe, ly Ita^Zfes ofthZ 
fituation and government, the induft™ ,L 

time to p Ut outabovl ¥F Pe I* 5 bk ac the fam « 
Sea, and m ^ t ^ V l. a J) Undred of War at 

Soldiers at Land 




difficul 



them $ thereby kbec^ Y > ^ough 

bitants conveSeS^ftS T ^ thcIn ^ 
progrefs of an inSS" P ? C a , fto P «> 
quency of thdrn;tT S ? X : but the f 
nefi W fl,Z*S to S c ^er with the narrow- 
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times prove prejudicial to thc fame } and that -s 
by affording fuch advantages toa befieging Army 
an feating it leJf, and fortifying its quarters, that 
the relieving of the place cannot in prudence be 
attempted without three times n'ie number of the 
Befi egers. 

The Charafter formerly given the Ba^a-vi bv 
feveral Writers, that they were the braveft and 
molf couragious of the German Nation feem'd 
*M„ o{ . Jf te years applicable to the P*/<-£, 'who are 
ftul obitinatc in tne defence of what they call Li 
berty, bu t cannot be generally laid to be valiant 
fince they have fo univerfally apply'd themfelves 
to commerce and Trade, that the main of their 
Armies has been fupphed out of their Nci<>hbour 
Nations. It is the opinion of Sir William Temple fa 
greable to the judgment of my Lord Orrery in liis 
book of the art of war) that their being fo fpare- 
ing nj their Diet, and eating fo very little fleih may 
have help d to debafe much die anticnt valour of 
thefe people, efpecially as to land fervice • for their 
feamen are much better, though thofe of th~ Pro 
vrnce of Holland are not generally fo couragious 
as the Zealanders, which may be imputed chieflv 
to wis that the Iaft mention'd almoft ensrofs to 
themfelves die Privateering part of any war that 
happens. 

When any famous exploit is done by their 
Fleets or Armies, it is reprefented to the people in 
fuch a plaufible and mfinuating manner, as to 
mate them proud of being Subjects to fuch a 
State, or rather members of foch a body as is 
able to atchieve fo great things 5 every 'fingle 
perfon in the Commonwealth reckoning him- 
felf to have had a hand in all publick |erfor- 
panccs , and therefore to have a real fhare 
m the honour of every great acrfon. And in- 
?u 7 uu dl X [olemnization of Vicioirs ( as 
they call them ) by Bonfires, and odicr expreut 
f the erecting very ftately Monu- 

ments to the memory of their men of worth 
and valour, are of exceeding great ufe tn rhl 
State , for by the firft the common ^opTe are 
kept m a good opinion of their Governors and 

S°li'°f helr f£rVicC ' an u d bv the other tW 
aie made oftentimes more bold and darins then 

The'nnh ^ dlCJr Chmate and ConftitudJns 
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nels of each Reo-imen*- , • 

fons, of the GovSrand 1 1'V^ fjid <^«i- 
Councils do not cfaSt f i,efc 
to proceed accordin/tbS. 5" ar e obJig'd 

and inhumane/o •wSfateSSK?" 
them that quarter fhould be given at i?a h?,7 ° 
upon fo eafv terms as at land -r;^ " i a v DL3C r i ot 

The ranfpm of common Souldierq a n,l oit:^ 
u-hen taken Prifoners, was formdfbyaSS 
between them and Spain* months pay f buTci 

^uuT d A thcrS ^ C lcfc ^"ther to pay what 

tlie.e fhould- be a general exchange of Prifoners 
made. Vv omen, and Children under twelve ™ 

dthfr C fidT C ° bC ^ W ^ « 




^^JZ m ° r %^ aniai Har P era '. Trompi. 

^ Batavos, quz Virtutem, ac verum laborem amas 
-a^ ^ Le & e ac Luge; 
Bata V2 Mentis decus, virtutis bellic* fulmen bic 

ff saw*?* ? ^^jti 

tu7laui ei TcJfZl *t?."° mi r P'*™ coniinen- 
materia Tri, li 5 ° U 0nens Occident ; Mare 

falix Jd rtor S". (ert * Pemicies, Commercii 

<sr cum efhcarZ i ■ ( durum 8™"* ) P'terno 

Pr^ia qutuZ ^JlJ^ 0 ' ^ im * eri0 - P °ft «* 
nesfupra fidZ ^ ""'J?* ™fi&- 
fJJs, LnTemfj?* 5 ; T f 

vtfus cerTe lo f° 'T**™ »°* ^cr, in- 

*c vincer^e defiit & ' 54 " fu " vivere 

F *MZU%? H ™ °P*™ merito 

wvnumentum hoc ponunt. 

of the C^uncU of' W UbjCdt ^° L h ^ J"tifdiction 

confifts ofS chf/f t^ af 5 Wh i ch ,n ^ G^P- 

mc clucf Commander and thc Colo- 



In time of war they are accounted to have in 
afi,n^r^ h u n u dr ^ d30ufaild Soldiers "thfc L 

(I fuppofc) both by Sea and Land , for thorouj, a 
good part of their late war with France they lad 
ri£ ab r^ fiXtV th < ? Uland mcn Actively bv land 

lift to thrif C ° nftant ?f mCntS ' 35 the >' found ^ 
laft to their great trouble, were for a far grea ten 

number ; fome fay no fewer then ninety tW 
fand. Their Trpops of Horfe confift fome of fix- 
ty, and others of hftv men 5 many of their foot 
companies of a hundred, orhers of fixtv five, and 
feveral but of fifty. Their Regiments are faid to 
conhft of ten, twelve, fourteen, fixteen, and fome 
of eighteen Companies. 

The number of their Cavalry is but fmall in 
proportion to their foot, the latter being princi- 
pally ferviceable m Sieges ; from their bein| con- 
ftantly inur d to which, they have al wavs been but 
ot mean confideration as to pitch'd Battels. But 
when they make an inrode into Brabant, Fland-rs 

°i r °r • i Cr dle Encmics Countries , thev Bui 
themfelves oblig'd to employ more horfc then or- 
dinary. 

Their Soldiers on Ship-board are reported for- 



r ivj/uiitU 

merly to have had twelve Shillings and fix pence 

, befldes their Diet, which is provided bv 



3 i mo ^ ncn ' r** j^i^i, wmcij ii> provided Dy 
the Captain of the VeiTel, who receives upon that 
account fix pence a day for every man. Their 
Infantry, as fome inform us,have about four Shil- 
lings and fix pence a week pay 3 and their Cavalry 
abou t fifty Shillings a mon th : but I find in Aztzema 
that the Rates of their pay for Land Forces, both 
Horfe and Foot, were an. 1650 in this manner. 
viZc by the month, confiihng of forty two days - 

A Troop of fixty Horfe were allow d j 

The Captain, two hundred and fifty Horens. 
Thc Lieutenant, eighty Florens. 
The Comet, feventy Florens. 
The Captains four hories v/hich were allow'd 
him by the States, five and twenty Florens a piece. 
The Lieutenants two, each the fame. 
The Cornets two, each the fame. 
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The quartermafter for himfel£ and one 3 forty 
five florens. 

Two Trumpeters, each five and thirty rlorens. 

One Gierke, and one Farrier, each eight and 
twenty florens. 

Seven and forty Carabines,each eight and twen- 
ty florens 5 wkh twelve rlorens for the advantage 
of the Corporals. 



LANDS. 

The number of Troops of Horfe and Com- 
panies of Foot thought rcquifite to be plac'd with- 
in the voting, or governing Provinces an. 1 65 1 as 
wc have them in Aitzema ' viz. at 



A Company of an hundred foot Soldiers. 
The Captain by the month confining of two 
and forty days, an hundred and fifty florens. 
The Lieutenant, five and forty florens. 
The Enfigne, forty florens. 
Two Serjeants, each four and twenty florens. 
Three Corporals, each hxteen florens. 
Two Drummers, each twelve florens. 
One Clerke, one Chirurgion, one Marlhal, each 
twelve Florens. 

Thirty fix Pikes thus. 

One, fixteen rlorens. 
Two, fifteen florens apiece. 
Two, fourteen florens apiece. 
Four, thirteen florens apiece. 
Thirteen, twelve florens apiece. 
Fourteen, eleven florens apiece. 

Forty eight Musket iers thus. 

Two, fourteen florens apiece. 
Sir, thirteen florens. apiece. 
Twenty 9 twelve florens apiece. 
Twenty, eleven florens apiece. 
Three youths, eight florens apiece. 
It is credibly reported (to the great commen- 
dation of their Government) that no Private Fee 
^.^er paid to Officers for Collection, Receipt, or 
Diltribution of public Monies 5 they having their 
certain Salary from the State, which they dare not 
augment by any indued: pradtifes or extortions; fo 
that every Bill of a public debt is as readily paid, 
u n n. P^vcsaltogether as good amongft them as the 
belt Bill of exchange between Traders in other 
Countries. But contrary to this (though they are 
indeed generally reputed to pay their Soldiers very 
well; we find it frankly acknowledged in a Paper 
or Ammadverflons made upon a Propofal of 
the Prince of Orange an. itf 5 o 5 that of fifty 
companies rais d in Holland an. 1628 at leaft nine 
and twenty received not a penny of mony in 
nve years but what the Captains were fore'd to 
take up upon intereft at eight in the hundred. 
. 1 6 5° 9 the Province of Holland endeavour- 
ing to get a good part of their Forces disbanded, 
the Prince of Orange confented to the reducing of 
them to three thoufand horfe, and about 2*350 
foot 5 althp he dedar'd the fame tobelefsthln 
were kept in the time of the Truce (w* between 

Hnri A l6 u 2l) f**"-beGdcs the two Troops of 
Horfe and thirty Companies of foot maintain d 

tW I*™ m ^ £ ervicc ^ France , although 
?amW?r 0t then /° ™ ny frontier P^es to be 
r?coS^? (many more being 

recover d or gain d to the States in their Second 
war with^) befides feveral other co^demt^ns 
upon the account whereof more forces Shi Sd 

7: he £ ? Icf ^ horfe and foot made up 4 ro 

SS^^I^S^ Wh ? after P (tg 

- a to Air Com- 



Nimmeghen 
Bommel 
Thiel 

Fort Najfaw on the Voern 

Fort of St. Andrew 



Foot Com. 




Doesburgh 
Groll 

Breevoori 
Arnheim 
Briel 

h The Hague 
Amfterdam 
Vianen 
Gorchuni 
Worcum 
Loeveftebi 

Heufden with Hemert 
Crevecdeur 
Engelen 
Gertruydenberg 

C hinder with Nor dam 
Flufhing 
Fere 

Ter Tolen 
Axel 

Ter Neufe 
Biervliet 
Lillo 

Liefkenjhoeck. 
Utrecht 

Amersfort 
Rhenen 

Leewarden 
Franiker 
Dockum 

Harlinghen 
De-venter 

Zwoll 

Hajfelt 

Steenwyck. 
Oldenzyll 
Enfchede 

Otmarfen 

Groninghen 
DelfZyll 
In all 



10 
02 
02 

°3 
01 

03 
°3 




Tr. ofHorfe 
04 
00 
00 
00 
00 

°3 
01 

00 
00 



10 
01 
02 
01 




or 
01 

o<5 



01 

12 
OI 
OI 
06 

°3 
07 



01 



00 



01 

5>2 

01 
01 



00 



00 



04 

OI 
OI 

°3 

OI 
OI 



01 



01 

04 
04 

01 

OI 

01 

OI 

10 

04 

132 




OI 



00 



22 



The number of Horfe and Foot Troops and 
Companies thought requifite to be plac'd without 
the voting Provinces, upon the Frontiers. viz. at 



Embden 
Lieroort 
Bourtang 
Bellinwold 

Langackerfc 
Coeverden 
Meurs 



Foot. Com. 

04 
°3 



Tr. ofHorfe. 



00 
00 
00 



06 
°3 



00 
01 




tion d by themto' the 2™ £ C,l \ g P ro P° r 

olace L J^l ^eltrength and value of eacf 

*ade in thinner. ° W ^ < «* «*S«, } 



Cracau to be _ 
Party out of Meurs. 

Orfoy 

Rhynberg 
Wefel 

Buric/k, 
Rees 

The Fort of Rees 
Emerickjwith the Fort 




Commanded 



08 


OI 




©2 




04 


04 


OO 


07 


OI 


02 


OO 


07 


OO 




S chenkenfeonce 



Schenkenfconce 

Gennep 
Raveftein 
Maeftricht 

Grave 

Hertogenbofeh and Forts 

Breda 

The two Forts 
Willemfiadt 

Steenbergen 

The Fort 

Berghen op Zome and Forts 
Fort Frederick, 
Groffe-fconee 
Fort St. Anne 
Hulft and Forts 

Sas van Ghent and Forts _ _ 
The FortMorfpuy and St. Mar kp 3 
Fort Philip o 3 

Tfendyck 03 
Opburgh and Forts 

Sluys with the Pajfes 

Cadfandt 

Fort St. Catherine by Opburg 
Aerdenbur; 



AETHER 



04 

°3 

°3 
40 

08 

2 3 
23 



00 
00 



07 
01 

05 
°5 



°3 
01 

21 
01 

OI 

01 

18 

12 



OO 
OO 

00 



OO 

OO 
OO 



OO 
OO 



OO 

00 



In all 



04 

OI 

06* 
284 



OO 
OO 
OO 

32 



After the above deliver d Reduction of their 
Forces within the fpace of about twelve years we 
find them further reduced, the remaining Horfe 
and Foot of thefe Provinces making but between 
three and twenty, and four and twenty thoufand 
Soldiers 5 whom together with their monthly pav 
we find divided among their Pro vinces, according 
to their feveral refpe(5fave Quota s, in this manner. 

The Province of Geidre maintain dan. 1663. 
Two Troops of Horfe each confining of 4 q 
men 5 in all 9 o men. ^ 

Their pay being to each Troop i6 79 florens 
by the month 3 in all 3358 florens. 

Two and twenty Companies of foot, each con- 
iilting of htty men 5 in all 1 100 men. 

Their pays 825 florens a Company by the 
month 5 in all 1 8 1 5 o florens. 

The number of the Soldiers of the divifion of 
Geidre, 11 00 men. 

Thdrwholemonthlypayamountingt0 2ico8 
rlorens 5 that is about 12C0 nnnnrJc Qr^i; — 3 



The Province of Holland, 

weny Troops of horfe, whereof 
one confifted of 1 50 5 another of 100 feven If 

m Mix*" rCma "™S 18 of 45 men apiece 
in an 141 o men. 5 

florT!!r^ ay Z f °Pr 49 8 2 florcns 5°f another 3 1 9 r 
of ^i^f ° f feven ' 1 8 1 * florcns 5 and of Jc h 

u 79 5 in ^ 4702 8 florens. 

w ^rl?f Und r d 31x1 fix Companies of foot 
ot of^ °f ° f 2 °/> o{t ™y ^en off o! 

T?„- 5° men; in all n 53 o men. 
florenf^fr' 0 !. 0 ? 62 ^ 12 fl °rens } of another 1837 

^nSSSS eSOukfa8of thedi ^nof 
Their whole months pay 5 233120 florens. 



LANDS; 

' 4^^^\ X g££*<i** other 

The number ofThe 'sXf , 
Zealand 52210 men ^lion of 

Their whole months pay 37 ^ 4 florcns 
c - ^ The Province of Utrecht, 

SoSTolSrTlor 7 , Com W of foot 5 three of 
oo^tne orrier 1 8 of 50 men apiece 5 in all 1 JAO men 

"7 omer i o 5 825 florens apiece. 

»eT£*^i:i Soldiersof thc divifion - f ^ 

Their whole moneths pay 5 2 8 8 1 6 florens. 

c ^ r/:,e Pr °vince of Frizcland, 

T ^ f00pS ° f horfe ' confining of « 
men 5 in all 31 5 men. ^0145 

floSf^ X ^ ^rem a P iece 5 in all ii 753 

.of^ofl^Tr^^^^ ^ one of 
^^^n^^^ of 5 omena. 

J h f r ?Y ^sMone Company 2057 florens 
of each of three 1 1 7 8, of the other 51. 825 floret 
apiece 5 in all ± 7 666 florens. ^norens 

Number of Soldiers of the divifion of Frize- 

land 53350 men. ^ 

Their whole months pay 55^ florens. 

The Province of Overyf&I, 

«f I r ° OP r ° f horfe ' w «crco*f one of 50, each 

of the others of 45 men, in all i 4 o men 

Their monthly pay, of one 18 iq florens, of" 

1 nirteen Companies of foot, whereof two of 
_8o men apiece, each of the other eleven of co - 
m all 7 1 o men. 9 

Their pay of two 1 178 florens apiece, of each 
^ lcorhcrdcvm 82 5 florens 5 inaIl n 43I flo - 

Number of Soldiers of the divifion of OveryfTel - 
850 men^ ^ » 

Their whole months pay 5 16*5^8 florens. 



them 



Province of Zealand* 
o Iroops of horfe, making up 
so men , 0 r 

the month 5 2^31 florens 

onr r? d fort>r Companies of foot, w 
one confilting of 80, the other forty one, e 
5° men 5 m all 2 130 men. 



between 



*™ r ravine e oj ^roningen with the Omlands 
Four Troops of horfe, one of fiftv, each of the 
other three of 45 men 5 in all 1 85 men. 

Their pa v, of one 181^ florens, of each other 
i675>5 in all 68 5 6 florens. 

Four and twenty Companies of foot, viz. one 
of 15 0, another of 115, each of two of 80 5 the 
remaining 20, of 50 men apiece 5 in all 1425 men. 

Their pay, of one 20 14, of another 15^7, of 
each of two 1 178, of the other 20, 825 florens 
apiece 3 in all 22467 florens. 

Number of Soldiersof the divifion of Gronin- 
gen with the Omlands 5 1 6 1 o men. 

Their whole months pay 5 2^323 florens. 
Drent at the fame time maintained twoTroops of 
horfe, each confiding of 45 men 5 in all 90 men. 
Their monthly pay being 3358 florens. 
And three Companies offbor$one of 90 men - 
and each of the others of 50 5 in all 1 90 men. 
Their monthly pay being 2 5*47 florens. 
Numberof Soldiers kept by Drent 5 28omen. 
TJieir whole monthly pay 6305 florens 

The whole number of Soldiers then (viz. an. 
1663) in pay under the feven United Provinces, 
with the Omlands and Drent mult amount accord- 
ing to this account, to 238^5 men. 

R 2 And 
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And their monthly pay to 452725 florens 5 that 
is to above 40 thoufand pounds Englifh 

^/ilt- A 4- .-4 - X — ««. . _ 1 
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Their ftanding forces are reported to have 
been fince that 3 z//V a?z. 1 6yo,after all Reformations 
26200 5 the confiant charge whereof came co a- 
bout fix millions one hundred and nineteen thou- 
fand Gilders a vear (above £00000 Englifh Lb.) 

It cannot be denied, but that for feveral years 
Jaft paft, the War-fhips of this Commonwealth 
have both for ftrength and number exceeded 
thofe of any Kingdom or Principality in the 
World, England excepted 3 and we muft con- 
fers, that they have adventured more then once 
to difpure the Soveraignty of the Sea even with 
England it felf 5 their expeditions, if we believe 
their own accounts of each engagement, being 
almoft conftandy attended with fuccefs. Nor 
need we wonder, that this people fhould thus 
mifreprefent fuch matters to the world, fince we 
know it was a pretty while ago, and before ever 
they had attained to their higheft pitch of great- 
nefs, that they as arrogantly as falfly ( I mean 
as to what they would have thereby infinuatcd 
z/^. their own invincible ftrength at Sea ) put 
this infolent and precarious infeription upon their 

Coin , Imperator maris eft terra> Dominus. The 

nature of this Work will not admit of any larse 

hiftoncai relations 5 and it fuits as litdc with our 

inclination as bufinefs to enter into a tedious dif- 
pute w lth thc Dutch conccrning thc fuccdfs 

our Sea-engagements with them 5 the truth 
whereof is Efficiently known to thofe that will 

Jw^l im ^° S i d Up ° n ' and wRl ncv * ^ under- 
flood by fuch as are apt to believe every thin- 

nye though never fo Romantic!: alTevcrations. 
All £« npe knows the various artifices and fubde 
contrivances ot their chief Governors and S 
giitrarcs, in undervaluing their loffes, and ^reat 

wnfM thCir J? r f pCrOUS a**** in the eves o the 
1^ thcy arcv «y wifcin foctoin* fince 

a Repubhck wants that awe and reverend ?b c f 

S oTI° r V Vanr . agCs ^ ^hicharenam- 
ral to a Monarchy, and muft acknowlede it* 

inc multitude ( and that can never juda of anv 

tertain or the Government. Upon this arm,™ 
WT them bc f ? notorioufly beaten that their 

bf fure^nn^ ab(0lUKl >' dcnied 
?u - u 5 ,- " nd fomc extraordinary cau <-~ I? 

their bad fuccefs ? and befides ha?e the worft 
I C J ud,clou % cMembled 5 for then 

to o S i!e a an d ot£ n S3f SSE 

of their Fleet? an J I v^u^S ^ 
three broad-fides did unevo^- P 5 7 Wzth two °* 
their choiceft men y«X^ d upon 
felves loft notXve^-f or three Sh^ ^ 
confideration , the lo(T« ~f i Sh,ps of any 
equal to, na/asdiif ; S as ° f 4 bc t ^ 
lieve, exceeding theirs AnS ^ L? n F> be " 
ftall take notice thlr £- Crc b ^ the b X we 

they reckon for a Frtot T e ^ 

to have done of thoff Ar-f t Y u ZIC Wel1 **>wn 
againft them 22w££*T* Cmp, °^ d 
in their fecond and yT^" ago, 
the Thames. Solar J2 "^^il attempt^ 
Principle, prevail an d *£* humor > or ralher 

ufefulLtifices S to be fo,? ^ that fome Sa 
and ^IV^^^-ggljj 
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his engagement with us in February an. 1653 (52) 
to be feen in the Author of his Life 5 wherein a- 
mong other palliations of their loffes he is very 
circumftantial in relating the lofs of one fin&le 
Ship of theirs (as if that had been the main of 
the damage they then fuffer'd ) call'd thc Gftridge. 
and but (lightly intimates that they had fome few 
others burnt and funk 5 adding that certain Englifh 

ein among their Merchant-men by 
night 5 fo that fome of them (a very moderate ex- 
prejlion for above thirty) through the cowardife 
of their Commanders, were taken by the Enemv • 
com pIaining likewife of the want of powder, and 
the bafe and unmanly behaviour of feveral batch 
Commanders. The abovemention'd Authorof 
De Ruyter's Life fufficientlv harangues ir, even to 
a panegynck, in commendation of their exploits 
a§ai " f S 9 uaar °n under Sir George Afkue to- 
wards the beginning of that war ; and relates 
how univerfally their Sea Commanders had fie- 
naiiz d their valour upon that occafion, with- 

1?* ev , er blamin § any one, or taxing him with 
iU conduit or wane of courage. He highly mar- 
nines their refolution and boldnefsin falling upon 
us m the Downs, and cries up to the skies the 
courage of their Council of War ( which muft 
certainlv conuft of die fame Officers ) for darin- 

£Ui S /t US , w ' lt 5in the command of our 
Ca files ( though what.CaftIes ivere near enough • 

to endammage them does not appear, befides 

thofe of our Authors own building in the air) 

but presently after, upon their being fufficientlv 

drub d hy Blah, he cries fhame of rhf vilecowar^ 

dice of the very fame Commanders ; wffichTe 

fays was fo notorious and grofs , that one of 

}Ta f a m 3 Che reft behave themfelves fo bafe 
and daftardly as not to dare to attack u° run 
his Ship into the midft of ours, and fo facnhVd 
and nunfclf as a reproach to his fellow Offi. 



Aife Ut a nW ^ n ° lonser u P° n th eir known 
market, and rcprelennng every unhappy adlion 

t^rU 5 maK ^ to the d*eputaaon P of thdr 
ftrength and power ; we foall give a verv brief 

account of two or three of ^ principal en- 
gagements with them, with fome remS there 
upon, which lhall fuffickntly ev^fthat rhet 

m^mm ■ 

Blake indeed came in with l^t^Tf ( ^°r Sh 
the end of the fio-hr^ ,1 ■ L ^"Jnaaron before 

no fewer 7hS tdSvJf- ct ^ f ? rc ' d to Jeave 
fo many at Let ( LuL ^ Shlps ***** h ™> 

deftroy'd or taLn hf S ^ m ? rC } Were ei * er 
We m^ght add eW 7 b ^ W thaC ^gemenr. 
probabJity of it ( rh„ u S m ° re ordinarv 
hypothetic^ e & U « h c .^uld leave ail 
oftnerin what thev^^L^' ^ho triumph 

n what 
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men taken m the Harwich Fight, the third of 
June 166 5, that thc reafon why thev had de- 
clin'd engaging the day before (the Wind bein* 
fair for them, and no apparent obftacJe or dis- 
couragement ) was becaule that dav twelve vears 
they had begun fo unlucky a fight with JVfe£ 
and Dean. The well known effects of this victory 
were, that our Ships blocking up their Harbours 
and /happing up their Merchants every day they 
did with all expedition difpatch Ambauadors into 
Engla?id b who with much importunity obtained 
audience within two days of the Council of 
State ( the new-fangl'd fupreme Authority of 
the Nation ) being thoroughly fenfible of the 
ill condition of their affairs at home and 
thetefore impatient of any further delay. * The 
States General, it is true ( knowing very well 
that afcer fo great a defeat they muft not ex- 
pect eafie terms from England, and hoping that 
as things then flood with us, we muft grow 
weary of the war, or however that it might be 
to their advantage not to treat without Swords 
in their hands ) did in the mean time with 
incredible Ipeed and diligence get out a more 
formidable Fleet then ever they had - but 
the fame Fleet, after a Fight of above' ei<>ht 
hours (the brunt whereof was born by not 
above thirty of our Ships ) was obliged with 
all fpeed to make homewards 3 of 120 Sail, no 
more then ?o , and thofe in a miferable and tat- 
ter'd condition, returning into the Texel s tho 
two indeed got afterwards into the Elb, and as 
many into Zealand. At leaft 4500 Dutch were 
fiain and wounded 5 the lofs of their Admiral 
Van Trump was added to the number, and {^id 
by their Writers to bc the grand caufe of 
their Overthrow ( nay the Author of De R uy - 
ters Life thinks fit to fay, that it prevented 
the utter defeat and ruin of the Englifh Fleet ) 
h vet they are loth to acknowled^ half 



of tt Sfe S at ^-f c would b-ecomd 
fay nothing i dfc ^ ^T^r dlat ''^ could 
that is, fca° P e that^pe can, or T 
the hindmoft 5 a plain acknowli^ DcVl1 take 

very ^ ffiSS^^S^ 
at other times to conduct them inro ?i i?" f 
but that fear was an e xpcrt tZ^tySfr' 
viceable to that purpofc Anrl ^„ veryi^r- 
to -our remarkable thrc^ ^'davs fiX W f C ? mC 
under the conduct o %he renov n y r ^ 
Monk, ailifted the laft day bv a Sa^ )1 en T l 
the illuftrious Prince Zplt , 7^ 
unfortunately fent to intercept Beat/on and D e" 
vent his joining the Dutch Fleer. Ar d X%n~ 

nms Of due: fi.rhr CI.: . ^-. ci ' c O-gm- 
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fo conHderable as really it was. The States 
had promifed before a thoufand pound SterLne 
befides the Ship it felf, with whatever was found 
in it, to thofe that fhould take thc chief Admi- 
ra of the Englifh ; fix hundred pound for anv 
°™ cr . Admiral, and fo proporcionablv for the 
reft of our Ships. But they, to their great for- 
row, fav d their Coin ; and were not put to 
any charge upon fuch accounts. As for what 
concerns the Harwich-fight, under the Conduct 
and Command of the moft illuftrious Prince 
Jams Duke of York , upon the third of June ann. 

< 5 ' 10? uk} 0 ^ then received were too snreat 
to be diuembled or denied, yet have thevVed 
all the art they could to conceal and palliate them 
One of their writers in his Panegyric ( wS 
may moft properly be call'd BelgiL GlJofZ 

Title d ) & t ^ fr ° m What hc ^ tcnded 
£ ] , S , K ^ters upon the relation of the 

m hifl A Sh A W / th favs ' thar the Eng. 

J^im thefflmbaofTlich this muft 

the ConfrH k c" d one > a S ainrt the F ^cts of 
me Confederate States ; that thev had beaten 

W P of « ft§ht ' na ^ tha£ thcv «ad taken 

SScfiT Seas^tt ° f Par ^ 

rh^r -! ' Wflc jeas it is notonouflv known 

War Sh os' rT fi § h V th L Cy Iolt at Iea ^ ™ty 
ZceenVnui mC ° f th ™™™ acknowled 
that 5 =, I" S moreo /er out of all queftion, 
Stemen, f S ° r ° US pUrfuit had follow'cfthe En- 

IndeS OU r ?K rCC ^ P *™ ° f the HeCt had cfca P' d - 
Si f how^ VCfnent,0n d Author ofDeRuyfers 

ingenuousthen nf t ? m .? t0 pafs) morc frccand 
fo?hc ^favs th l nufual » L-his account of this fight 5 

ing ask'd bv I r ° nC - ° f r £ CI f ^ce- Admirals be- 
° SL a b y a Captajn juft about the beginning 

Netherlands. 
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their own'CoalCwhe^they were™ 
with fo powerful a f UDD l/ t j^= ', l ;.! i ^" Ulcd 
ength obliged toretrea'tf L\d ve d s do ^ 
in fuch a manner that all Europe adr-V- -c m ?i 
day the Conduct of our Commanded 1" " 
obftinate valour of our men, bwhi3 ^ 
enaoled for a great part of the time to %h r . ^ 
with lefs then halt their number, and S&l rf 
almoft ail our Ships in fuch difficult circVm- 
ftances asfcarce a Snip of the Enemy would Cl- 
ever pat d thro. Indeed it was Prince L^lts 
fortunate return and feafonable coming up to 
General Monk chat brought us off with fo Utth 
lofs, altho with the addition of his Squadron 

ber of sfe; 0 C<3 ^ al CO dlcm " ™£ 

oer of Ships 5 and if an unfortunate (hoc had 

not brought his Mafts by the Board juft when 
. he was about to reap the fruit of his Valour d 3e 
enemy would have wiih'd they had fairlv gone 
home the day before, and not waited for the 
arnva of fo troublcfom a Vifitanc. And here 
we will add an amplicit Confeflfon of one of their 
own Writers, and a plain and open acknowledg- 
ment of their principal Miniftcr of Srate, occS- 
hon d by the fuccefs of this engagement. The 

%%VT Z ° ?F yaunting Lydius, in his fore- 
cited Belgium Glorwfum , where he is fore'd to 

rTu V A n ^ ZO f greac ^ ruth ' ^ that the Ene- 
lijb had always before the better of rhem • tor 

giving a relation of De Ruyters encouraging his 
Soldiers, amongft other expreffions of his he 
has this for one ( fpoken 1 fuppofe in Dutch ) 
vtma Tofe Anglos jam didiciftis ; that is, vou now 
perceive, that after two days fighting, upon pro- 
drgioufly unequal terms, it is poffible the Endi/h 
may come by the word The other is what Ibat 
famous Statesman De Witt confefs'd toSitWilliam 
Temple, viz. that by the management of this 
Retreat our Nation had gam'd more Honour 
and our Seamen a greater reputation of Cou- 
rage, then by the two preceding Victories 5 that 
he knew vety well their men would never have 
been brought to fight again the fecond and 
third day after the difcouragemcnts of the firfc 
and that he belicv'd no other Nation was capa- 
ble of doing fo but die Englijh. 

As for the bufinefs of Chatham. 1. It has 
been judg'd by very undcrftanding men, a mil- 
lion to one that 1 1 fuccccdcd, for had rhe wind bin 
boifterous, as 'twas both before and after, the 
event of the underraking muft have prov'd no 
other then the ruin of their whole Fleet. 2. Let 
it be confider'd, that wc at the time of the at- 
temt had put only a light Fleet of feme Forty 
Ships out, and therefore their adventuring to 

brave it upon our Coaft was no point of Valour 

S 3. This 
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9. This exploit upon Ships that had neither Sail, 
norYard, nor Gun in them 5 was acted in the 
midft of the Treaty of Peace held at Breda $ 
and may rather be efteem'd the enterprise of 
incendiaries and robbers, then of a fair and ge- 
nerous enemy. 4. The people of Holland (hew'd 
their diflike of this attempt, in the vengeance 
foon after taken on the two De Witts, the archi- 
tects thereof 5 and by their razing thofc info- 
lent inferiptions, which the unhappy Brothers 
had fct up in memory of their fuccefs* As 
to the fight at Sol-Bay ann. 1672 , the French 
( as the Dutch themfelves confefs ) afforded us 
110 manner of affiftance, but almoft as foon as 
the Battel began Hood off,and left ours to bear all 
theaflaults of the whole Fleet, which was prepar'd 
to fight with both. This being acknowledged by 
mod of themfelves, it were worth while to en- 
quire, if we could tell how to be informed, by 
what figure they (peak, who infinitely admire 
the obftinate valour of their Seamen and Soldi- 
ers who were able to engage and fight the Fleets 
of two potent Monarchs 5 one of which took 
care not to come wichin Gun-fhot. 

But enough, and poflibly too much has been 
faid on this fubjedt, which is the proper bufi- 
nefs of Hjftory, and which could not juftihably 
have been brought into a defcription of this 
nature, had not the unfeafonable zeal and rude 
paflion of feveral Dutch Authors, oblig'd an 
Englijh writer to make fome, tho a more mo- 
dclt and friendly narrative. To fum up all in 
a few words : It is fufficiently known, that the 
Fngli/h never wanted courage, nor the Hollan- 
der diligence, a vcrtue of almofl equal impor- 
tance in any undertaking. It has pleafed Al- 
mighty God in all the late Engagements, by 
ttringe interpofmons , fo to ballance the fuc- 
cefs, that neither part fhould have at any time 
an entire victory. And the two Nations having 
by long experience feen how little has been 
gain d by war with each other 5 'tis to be hoped 
they may hereafter both contend to improve 
the advantages of peace 5 and fo together reap 
the harveft of the Sea, a field large and fertile 
enough to anfwer the moft infatiate avarice of 
ail who cultivate it. 

And now we come to their publick Revenue 
winch conhfts ; chiefly in the Excifeand Cuftoms' 
tney being their principal Fonds, and which 
together with others, make up ufually (as one 
obferves ) about one and twenty millions of Gil- 
ders a year 5 every million whereof amounts 
(accord ing to the fame Author ) to about ninety 
thoufand pounds fterling 5 though others, par- 
ticularly Roberts in his Map of Commerce, ac- 
count a Gilder equal to two (hillings Enelifh • 
according to which computation a million of Gil- 
ders will bean hundred thoufand pounds fterlin* 

ncr of commodities, that in Amfterdam thirtv 

S^rt ^f* 6 * ftal1 havc becn Paid fox a fS 
d«fh of fifc, with the ufual fkuce, before Tis 

brought to table s and it is likewile reposed that 

oi?wm h f °U ? °? nds > * ^nine years 
old will by that time have paid fix pounds to 

are%ecko^d BUt ^ Impoaation 

are reckon d in the Union low and eafie • anrl 

are only apply'd to the ufes of the AdSraltv 
a ? d D wl ? at «>mcs in from the conquer'd TowZs 

of Brabant Flanders, and places u?on the S * 

^manage! and difpofed If by Itco^l of 



R L 

about thirteen Millions owing by the States 
General. We have fhew'n already, that ih the 
general Contributions of all Provinces, the Q^ota 
of Holland is about fifty-eight in the hundred • 
to which we (hall add here, that the City of 
Amfterdam alone pays above twentv-feven of the 
laid fifty-eight, whereby it appears, that that 
City may be reckoned upon the account of Riches 
above one fourth part of the United Nether- 
lands. The publick Revenue of the (ame City 

is faid to amount to above four thoufand pounds 
a day 5 and ann. 1650, the Excife of Beer, Aleat 
and Corn within Amfterdam, is faid to have been 
farm'd for one hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds 5 there being befxdes an Excife upon 
Wme, the Tax upon Houfes, the Eighth penny 
and a great number of others. A late years' 
Excife upon Beer, Corn, and Cattel in the City 
of Leyden is reported to have come to fifty thou- 
fand pounds. So that if the reft bear any to- 
lerable proportion to thefe two places, the pub- 
he Income of the States muft be exceeding- 
great 3 and yet in the courfe of the late dread- 
ful war with England and France, they have been 
very hard put to it for necetfarv fupphes of 
money (which cannot be imputed to any thing- 
elfe but the obftrucStion of their Trade ), being 
fore d in ORober ann. 1 6j6, to raife the impofi- 
tion upon Wines 5 which occafion'd fuch dif- 
orders at Rotterdam, that to fupprefs the tu- 
mults and feditions wliich happened thereupon 
two Regiments of Foot were fent to quarter at 
Tjjelmond. Befides this, and many other new 
contrivances to procure monies, about the be- 
ginning of 1*77 they made a new Ordinance 
for levying the impofition of the Little Seal (as 
they call it ) upon all Contracts and Judicial 

Tau S \ W ^ lch m ? Wldl fomc oppofltion at 
nrft by the Remonftrances of the Law Tribe. 

The vaft confumption of all forts of Com- 

modities, but efpecially fuch as are nccefTary 

for iife, and the great and manv imports that 

are upon the fame, makes all things exceftive 

dear amongft them 5 but there arc fo many 

ways of getting, and fo much to be s;ot bv 

labour and induftry, that the meancft of the 

people make a fhift to live, and bear chearfully 1 

And here, that our fellow Subjects and Coun- * 
'men mav nraife Co<^ for rh^ *>+c* j _i U 



lome > ears fincc reported to pay intereft for 



trymcn may praife God for the eafe and plenty T ■ 
vherewjth he has blefs'd them, and the happy 
conftjtuaon of that Government under which 
they hve ; wc (hall ftev them fomewha t more 
at Jarge the feveral Taxes and Impofitions that 
lye heavy upon the lhoulders of thefe their Lo» 
Country neighbours. Thefe we have from Bex- 
hormus one of their moft authentiefc Writers 

Zrh'Lf °U De fi^F^iBelgii, where aitho 
perhaps he may deliver them at the exa£t rate 
as they arc levy d only in the Province of Hoi- 
for£/"i arC ^ C S " tcs ,°f the other Provinces 
Suhiiv C t0 i ,mp ° fc , thc famc "Pon their own 
ak££fi or - otheis ^logons to them, and not 
a jot left grievous to the people. 

whlhh^T^' 0 , 3 "' ^' csof tJlis Stateare thofc 
faml.t r k cen J cv >' but now and then upon 
fuch are ^ ^P^ng occafion } and 
™th~ ™ ^tr 0rCn ' thatis ^enty pence, ( or 
tenof af Pn ' accord «S » the whole 

Sor s c Wtarion ). This my 

Stfe he never knew lcvy'd but oncc 5 

muring ?? fon ° f thc Contents and mur- 
™d?ftisU common People, it was ever 

likewi J 1 ^Pi i:COnd k Chimn ey-money ; which is 
Wccwife a Floren, or twenty Afles, a Chimnev. 

In 
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In this Tax they imitated the Spaniard in the 
Kingdom of Naples 5 as they have fincc been 
fbllow'd by the Englijh, tho it has been made 
a ftanding and ordinary Tribute with us. We 
/hall note, that Boxhornius reckons an As to be 
four Oorts or Oortkens, which he calls an Or- 
tha z, and each of tho(e is a quarter of a Stivers 
and ten of their Stivers make a fhilling Englijh 5 
fo that according to Boxhornius, each Floren be- 
\ twenty Aflfes or Stivers, they muft be equal 
to two fhillings of our money 5 wherefore we 
fhall in this account of their Taxes, which we 
havc entirely from him, take the Stiver to be 
equal to an As (altho the Roman As is not rec- 
kon d by others to be above three farthings 
Englijh ), and upon thc fame account we (hall 
take the value of his Floren to be equal to two 
fhillings Englijh^ our bufinefs being here not 
to find out the real value of the As or Floren, 
but what eftimate Boxhornius makes of them. 

5. The third ( call'd by fomc a Land Tax, 
tho the name feems not altogether fo proper j 
is the two hundredth Floren, or two hundredth 
part of all manner of Goods and PofTcfTions, 
which are rated by the Magiftratcs of the place 
according to publick fame and opinion 5 but 
with this provifo, that if any man finds himfelf 
aggriev'd, and will fwear that he is not worth 
fo much, he fhall be bated accordingly. 

Thc ordinary Taxes are fuch as being once 
impos'd have been afterwards made perpetual 5 
and fuch are, 5 

r. That upon Salt , which is in a certain 

proportion to the quantity of Salt fpent yearly 

in each Family 3 thc folc Judg whereof is the 

Magifbratc of the place, who numbring thc 

perfbns in every houfe, makes a conjecture of 

the fame, and impofes the Tax proportiona- 
bly. 

2. The fecond is the Excileupon Beer, which 
is of three forts : 1. That paid by all perfons 
without d^mnction 5 which is twentv Affes a 
Vetfel 5 which if wc rely upon the 'foremen- 
tion'd Boxhornius and Hexam, is two fhillings of 
our money. But fuch Beer for private ufe as is 
not above thirty Stivers (that is three fhillings ) 
a Veuel, is in favour of the poorer fort exempt 
from this Tax. 2. The Brewers themfelves pay 
twelve AfTes or Stivers for every Veffel 5 and fo 
do the Seamen for Beer imported out of En<*- 
land, Germany, orelfewherc. 3. Victuallers and 
others that fell Beer publickly, pay twenty-feven 
A(Ies a Veffel And here we muft take notice 



that our Author Boxhornius all along in "things 
ot this nature, fays they pay fo much in Vafa 
Jingula, which tho we tranflate bv thc general 
name of VefTel, yet others take them to anfwer 
to that Englijh mcafure of ours call'd by the 
name of Barrels. 

3- Every Hogfhead of Vinegar pavs four Flo- 
rens and fix teen AfTes. 

4. French Wines pay fix AfTes a Sloop. Rhe- 
S and others, twelve Stivers 5 Brandy 

made of Wine ten Stivers, and of Beer five. 
r,J' ^ - cvc ."7 Barrel of Butter, containing 320 
pounds, , s paid four Florens 5 and for every piece 

Stiver Kopflucken the fourth part of a 

W m ° r th ° b^Tcflels of Oil call'd Pipes, 

Sens!" 0115 5 K ° f Fifh " 0iI > onl y tf"c 

re £ F°J CancJ k? of w ax or Tallow, two Flo- 
rens and two Stivers a hundred weight. 

diritt ; u ,s 311 ,! m P° ft u P° n *ofc Commo- 
rounri \ 5 vending whereof ufe is made of 
round ftap , d mcafurcs 5 fuch as are divers forts 
ot cram, Seeds, Salt, Lime, and thc like : for 



every meafure of Wheat call'd a Lafte are oairf 
sX"7 S r S5 ^Trinco^cln^o^S 

Spel turn (call'd in Latin Siligo) twentv-five 
of round and fmaller Seeds, thirfyixTlTef For 
every hundred pound of Salt thirty-feven Sd- 

9. Turfs and ordinary Coals pay for certain 
determin d quantities of them a Stiver and a 
half I but for every Tun of Englijh or Scotch 
Coals eighteen Jrlorcns are paid. The Coals 
burnt m their Watch-Towers, for the diredtion 
or Mnps at Sea, arc exempt and pay nothing 

10. For every hundred weight of Lead five 
pavers 5 and for every thoufand of Brick one 
Stiver and a half 

wha^tTof?s d t0 ^ C1Shth P3rt ° f 

12. All Stuffs interwoven with Gold, and all 
Silks pay the twelfth part of what they coft to 
the State. 

13- Every larger piece of Englijh Woollen 
Cloth not dyed, pays fix Florens of Flanders, 
it the fame be worth fixtecn pounds Flanders 
( a pound Flanders is fix Florens ) 5 but if the 
piece be valued at 24 pound Flanders, then thev 
pay fixtcen Florens for it. For evcrv piece of 
Uighter and thinner Stuffs there is but one As 
or Stiver paid For Tapcftries, guilded Leather, 
and other thc like commodities, is paid thc ninth 
part of what they are worth. Here wc muft 
take notice, that the Merchant or Vender, puts 
thc value upon his own commodities of this na- 
ture 5 but left he fhould for his own advantage 
under-rate them, he that gathers the Tax mly 
it he pleafe demand them of the owner, paving 
only one pound Flanders more then the price 
put upon them. 

r I 4 * For cvcr - v ^afure of Wheat call'd a 
Laft ground by thc xMills of Holland, is paid 

indifferently by all perfons fixtv-three Florens 
and twelve Stivers. For a Laft of Tritico-Spel- 
tum, or Spcltcorn, thirty-one Florens and fixteen 
Stivers 5 for a Laft of Barlev, hull'd Oats, and 
dry d Beans, twenty-one Florens and four Alfcs 5 
for a Laft of Beech- Wheat twelve Florens and 
fifteen Stivers. 

1 5. For every Ox, Cow, Calf, Sheep, Lamb, 
Hog, isre. and other Beafts dcfignd for the 
Shambles, thc feventh part of thc price of them 
is paid to thc States. 

16. For every horned Beaft three years old, 
are paid three Stivers a month 5 and for every 
Horfe of the famc age, two. 

1 7- For every fuch quantity as is reckon'd by 
fome a Pannier of Herrings, or other falted Filh, 
which is brought to thc Houfes of Retailers or 
private Citizens, arc paid twenty Stivers. 

18. For every Sturgeon and Salmon is paid 
thc ninth part of what they coft the Retailer. 

1 p. For every pound of Tobacco is paid ten 
Stivers by him that imports it. 

20. For all Soap confunYd in thefe Provinces 
is paid feven Florens for every VefTel, or Barrel 5 
for evcrv Barrel of Pitch, fixteen 5 and for every 
one of Tar ten Florens. 

21. Waggons, and fmaller VefTels that go 
by water, pay twenty Stivers a year 5 larger 
VefTels pay more 5 their Tax being dctermin'd 
according to their burthen, or number of Lafts 
that go to their lading. Every Coach pays fix 
Florens a year. 

22. All Farms pay almofl the fixth part of 
thc annual Rent for which they are let. If the 
proprietor keeps them in his own hands, they 

are valued by the Magiftrate of the place, and 
the Tax is fct accordingly. . 

23. Thc Tax upon Grounds either fow'd 

S 2 with 
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with any fore of Grain, or planted with Trees 



is 



for every Acre four Stivers and a half a 
month 5 and their reckoning in this cafe is for 
matter of Corn, from the Seed-time to that of 

full Harveft. 

24. For every Houfe is paid about the eighth 
part of the yearly Rent 5 but becaufe the price 
of Houfes rifes and falls, they are rated accor- 
ding to the difcretion of the chief Magiftrates 
of the place j who look: upon themfelves asob- 
lig'd to value them according to their extent 
and the fpace of ground which they take up. 
sc. Everv Mailer or Miftrefs pays one Flo- 



25. Every Matter or Miltrels pays 

ren yearly for every Servant that they keep. 

26. For all Immovables (among which arc 
reckoned great Ships ) is paid upon fale the for- 
tieth part of their real value, which muft needs 
raife yearly a great fum of money to the States 5 
Immovables changing their proprietors in no 
Country fo often as here 3 it being obferv'd 
particular! y of Ley den, that one half of the City 
is bought and fold once in three years. 

27. No WilL Contract, or other Writing is 
good in La w, unlefs it be mark'd with one of 
the two Seals 3 for the greater whereof is paid 
four Stivers, and for the lefier (which fufnees 
in matters of fmall concern ) two. 

There are many other Taxes and Imports 
among them omitted by Boxhornius, who refers 
for further Information to an account publifh'd 
by the States of Holland. We fhall only add 
here, that the Tribute laid upon thofe things 
whofe number, quantity, and value may be cer- 
tainly known (fuch as are Lands and Houfes) 
is gathered by the Magiftratc of each place 5 
but as for the Impofition upon Wine, Beer, and 
other commodities of uncertain confumption, 
they are farm'd out every year to thofe that 
will give mod for them, together with good 
fecurity to the State. 

It is the judgment of fome underftanding 
men, that the lad refuge of thefe Provinces, if 
they fhould be redue'd to the utmoft extremity 
is to be admitted a Circle of the Empire ( fuch 
as they formerly were ) and fo receive the pro- 
tection of that mighty body, which is alfo the 
moit like of any Country to their own State in 
its main Conftitunons, and efpecially in the free- 
dom and foyeraignty of the Imperial Cities. In 
this cafe it feems probable , that their Trade 
would rather be improv'd then otherwife, their 
liberty continuing the fame, and their fecurity 
made greater 3 yet we find not, that their Ma- 
giftrates and chief Minifters of State had any fuch 
thoughts when they were ready to be fwallow'd 
up by the French 5 which whether to be impu- 
ted to the great furprize and aftonifhment that 
Jiad ieiz d them from the fwift courfe of that 
invafion, which came in like a torrent upon 
them, or to any particular reafons which mismt 
have enchn d fome of them rather to fubmifto 
France we fhall not take upon us to determine. 

of v Boxh r ni ™ ( and from him Conringius ) rec- 
of kons their Ratio Status, or true intereft to con- 
ana P^nE*? tai Tu! thc Ubcrty of cheir St** 
and People inviolable. 2. In preventing or 

Ses° m rf nS ^ ^ inC ^otionfanJ 
troubles. 3 . In maintaining a Ariel: League anrl 
AW: with au neighbouri.4 Prince^ S when 
any difference anfes between them, i„ fctisfV 

dkurb'd m V h f Se t ° Pen ' and A ir Traded 
«ro ri S " In tak,n S care ^at no Province 
grow too great, or ufurp upon the reft ^ 



' confiflent with their Liberty and the Confliru- 
tion of their Government. 

They can have no intereft (as Sir Willi am 
Temple, a perfon very well acquainted widi the 
Confticution of their Commonwealth, and the 
prefent circumftances of the affairs of their neigh- 
bour Nations, obferves ) to incline them to a 
war, unleft invaded at home, or in the Spanijh 
Netherlands ; which will now prove one and the 
fame thing if the invafion be made by France 
As the nature of their Government and final! 
extent of Country ( befides other confiderati- 
ons) did ever diffwade them from all defigns 
of foreign Conqueft , except in the Indies, and 
consequently prohibit them from employing 
their Arms otherways then for neceffary defence^ 
fo mult they now more efpecially applv them^ 
felves wholly to the matter of free trade, which 
they muft by all means endeavour to have con- 
tinued unto them without any check or inter- 
ruption ; that fo they may as foon as poflible 
repair thofe prodigious lofles which they have 
had of late years, by means of the great advan- 
tages which their induftry and skill in trafficfc 
will gain them from all their neighbours. To 
thefe ends and purpofes it highly concerns them 
to labour for the prefervacion of die peace of 
Europe and bandy by Leagues and Negotiations 
againft any from whom thev fhall fear a breach 
of it. They muft feek to preferve themfelves 
by an Alliance with England againft France, and 
by that of France againft England, as thev did 
formerly by the afliftance of both againft Spain. 
Becaufe Trade is the very Soul of their Com- 
monwealth ; and they have lefs of their own 
natural growch then other Nations of fuch things 
as are neceffary for Shipping; it therefore 3m , 

P u f XT m °I e then ° £hers to "ke care leaft 
the Northern Countries, together with die ab- 
solute dominion of the Sound, fhould fail into 
the hands of one Prince ; and therefore muft 
they enter into all fuch Conjunctions as may 

I % £ balana "& • ln fome meafure, the 
two effer Crowns of Sweden and Denmark., no 

J£? alfo , ( bcca r ufe milirary force is as requi- 
war thC l P refervln S of Peace as makmj of 
ftrenlf C ,f ' fl ^ c'^ ,° f a confidcrfblc 

f peciall y b - v S ?» * by which thev mav 
m advance, or at leaft fecure their Trade"; 
and upon a war with France make up that wav 
ruftof± ^ Land forces, which a long 
Zrhl I C ' 3nd 3 fyarm °f Officers preferr d 

MaSftracT h^?T° Ur f thdr , Rc 'ations in the 
iviagutracy, have broughr to be verv diforo- 

portiond in force to what thev are in nurnhZ 
Thc prefent condition of Spain, and thek tS 
man naghbours is fuch, tliat they hTve litdc 

55?SS Ld t CrU,n ° f , thdr ComLInweal h^ 
Princes) J u . lnc]j nations of its 



of Great Britain. 

™t™teit^*l^f™<*Z of Coin- 
dow'd • as S h - y ba T? bccn anciently en- 

Province came %T£ P3 " ° f ^ e laft mcntion'd 
the ori," T °. bc .?° ver 9 d Separately from 



the other tW7 <£. f VCIn d ,e ParateIy from 

_ otne., the Scares thereof ( cali'd the States 
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of Wefi-Frizeland) have fet up a Mint within 
their own Juriflicldon, the placre being fome- 
times Horn, and fometimes Enchuyfen. Zealand 
did not make ufe of this point of Soveraignty 
before thc year 1580, at which time Money 
firft began to be coin'd at Middleburg. The 
City of Vtrecht ftill enjoys what it was many 
ages flnce poffefs'd of, and retains the Royalty 
of a Mint, confirm'd to it by the States Pro- 
vincial. Leewarden in Frizeland is Iikewifo by 

approbation of the Eftates of the Province en- 
dowed with thc fame priviledge 5 but in Over- 
yffel, Deventer, Can/pen, and Swoll coin money 
by their own authority, without any refpect to 
the States of the Province 5 which they pretend 
to do as being Free Cities of the Empire, and 
upon that account claiming particular jurisdicti- 
on within themfelves. The fame is done upon 
the like pretence of ancient priviledge by the 
City of Groningen 5 without mentioning or taking 
notice of the On/lands in their Coin. But be- 
caufe by the Union of Vtrecht there was to be 
a certain ftandard of all monies, current through- 
out the whole Commonwealth, the States Ge- 
neral have appointed and commitfion'd certain 
Officers, whofe bufinefs it is to infpect this whole 
matter, and to take care not only that no faifc 
money be made or diftributed by particular per- 
fons, but that nothing be done in the authori- 
rized Mints of each Province that may redound 
to the prejudice of the publick. 

In their wars with Spain, when the money in 
a befiegedTown came to fail, and there was 
no poffibility of having a frefti fupply elfewhere, 
they ufed to put a ftamp upon pieces of Tin, 
Brafs, Leather, or Paftboard , which having a 
certain price put upon them by the Magiftrates 
of the place, were freely taken by the Soldiers 5 
neither was this any way difadvantageous to 
them, for as this kind of Coin went in the be- 
fieged places, and fupplied their prefent necef- 
litics, fo the fiege being rais'd, or the Town 
y eildcd up, there came a Treafurer from the 
States, who gave every man current money for 
the other. 
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Their weight is the pound, an hundred where- Wwht* 

to be about an hundred and eleven pounds Ene- 
hjh tho fome ailedg, that the fame accuratefv 
calculated will not produce above an hundred 
and eight pounds futtle. The faid hundred 
pound weight here in ufe agrees with an'hun- 
dred and feven pounds of Antwerp, and an hun- 
dred and feventeen pounds of Flanders in gene- 
ral, and ninety-eight of Paris. * " 

+ V 1 ^^ ^ Ca{arc t is the Eli > ^Wch redue'd 
to Englijb Yards, is to be at the rate of 1 54 Ells 

for 100 Yards of London ^ and the hundred Ells 
or London arc here i6 7 Ells and a half 5 fo that 
the 1 00 Ells here make in London about 74 Yards 
or about 60 Ells and a half 5 and 40 Fltmifb EUs 

make m England 24 Elk 

Corn is here fold by the Lafte, which con- 
tains 24 fmall Barrels 3 each Barrel bane on 
Muyden and a half 5 each Muvden one Sack 
and one twentieth 5 each Sack three Archecc- 
lmgs 3 which make fomewhat more then three 
Shepe Is 5 fo that the Laft of Corn contains 1 c3 
Repels, winch make ten Quarters ot London. 

Not only m the principal Churches of Hol- 
land are Organs ( which ufuallv play for fome 
time after Sermon is done) but alfo in many 
or their Village Churches 5 and Collections for 
the poor are commonly made in Sermon- time - 
a Purfe with a Bell hanging at the bottom of 
it, andfaftned to the end of a long pole, bein^ 
reach'd to every one by the Collector, 'who* is 
of thofe Societies cali'd their Colledges of Dea- 
cons 5 his Office continuing for two years, and 
feeming little different from that of our Ovcr- 
feers of the poor. The Pfalm to be fung by thc 
Congregation is ordinarily mark'd upon flares, 
which are hung up and down in fc vera! places 
of their Churches. They are not fo nice and 
tendcr-confcienc'd as to the obfervation of the 
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. £ neir Monies in thefe Countries ( but efpe- 
cially in the City of Amfterdam ) have a corre- 
spondency with Antwerp Coins, but enhanced or 
debas'd as they fee occafion, by reafon of their 
great yearly disburfments. It has been frequent- 
ly obferv'd ( as Roberts informs us in his Map 
ot Commerce ) that when they have occafion 
ot great receipts their Monies are decr/d in 
value, and raifed again when they are obliged 
upon account of their Wars or otherwife to 
extraordinary payments \ and according to this 
diverfity of occafions, thc exchange of Amfter- 
dam and the reft of the Vnited Provinces is ob- 
served to alter fo much, that it is commonly and 
in general reckon d to be about three per cent. 
worfc then that of Antwerp. 

i;« JL r / r ^ cr or Vound, which is twenty fhil- 
&cctin~ may bc accountcd twelve (hillings 

mot F u OT ?* s S eacfc confifting of twenty flivers, 
groff dred **** twenty ftivcrs make a pound 

Six ftivcrs make a Flemijh (hilling. 

fnlf r C - rs flx P"^ Fnglilb, or five 

lots Uurnois 5 fo that a ftiver and a fol Tour- 
nots are of thc iamc value. 

£ ?I° fs f fix D cniers Tournois. 
r.ir£ ***** which m Roberts time were die 
FZlT Z A m °^ of thc Cou ntry, aU Coins of 

t a( i ncrc cunrendy for their value 5 

fict « ? u C thc bm 5 raterccciv'd and paidzntrat- 
nek without any fcruple, 



Lords-day as fome of their neighbours, for the 
common people of thefe Countries buy and fell 
fmall commodities on that day, and make no 
fcruple of travelling by Waggon or Boat. In the 
fervice of God ( as one reports of them ) they 
feem more delighted and affcclred with that part 
of Worfhip which confifls in finging then any 
other 5 and they provide more for it, for in their 
Churches there are few Books feen befides P fal- 
ters bound up with their Church-Catechifin. 

But here we rnuft give fome account of the 
Reform'd Religion, and the progrefs and recep- 
tion of the fame in thefe Provinces. It is there- 
fore obfcrvable, that the perfecution of fuch in 
Germany as dilfented from the Church of Rome 
( who were for the moil part Lutherans ) under 
Charles V. drove great numbers into the feven- 
teen Provinces, but efpecially into Holland and 
Brabant, where the privikdges of the Cities were 
greateft. This is obferv'd by fome to have been 
die reafon that an. 1 $66 it was refolv'd, upon 
confultation had among the heads ot the Con- 
federates, diat for declining all differences at a 
time of common exigence, thc publick and al- 
low'd profeftion (hould be that of thc Lutherans^ 
but ftill with fufficient indulgence to thofe other, 
and difcrcpant opinions. By thc Union of V- 
trecht, concluded an. 157?, it was left to each 
Province within its own precincts to order the 
matter of Religion as fhould be thought fits 
but fo as a private liberty and freedom fhould 
be left to all diflentcrs. But in the year 1583, 
which was after their having renoune'd all obe- 
dience to Spain, it was enacted by general agree- 
ment, that the Reform'd Religion alone ihouid 
be openly profefs'd and authored in their Pro- 
vinces 5 and thc Roman Catholick prohibited. 

T Afcct 
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After this, the Religion according to the Re- 
formation of Calvin and his followers came to 
be eftablilhed in thefe Countries, divers reafons 
whereof are given by writers 5 the chief of which 
fecms to have been the hatred winch this peo- 
ple had conceived againft Spain 5 Roman Catho- 
lic ks and Spaniards being at that time look'd 
upon by them as meer fynonymous terms- To 
which we may add, that by the utter extirpa- 
tion of the Hierarchy thoroughout thefe Pro- 
vinces, all goods and poffeilions belonging 
thereto came into the hands of the States, where- 
by a great increafe was made of what was then 
mod ncceflary, and not thought 6t afterwards 
to be parted with, viz. their publick Revenue. 

But befides all this, it is to be confidcr'd, that 
the Province of Holland ( in which the Eccie- 
fiafticlcs never made part of their Convention 
ofEttates) bearing always the greateft foray in 
the Councils of the Union, was enclin'd to fuch 
a fettlement of Religion as agreed moft with 
their own ancient Conftitution. 

Nevcrthelefs it has been the conftant cuftom 
ever fince not to make enquiry into the faith or 
principles of any peaceable man that comes to 
live under the protection of their Laws, and 
gives no difturbance to the State 5 the Roman 
Catholic k Religion being alone excepted , both 
becaufe it lslook'd upon as the Religion of Spain, 
and alfo not likely to make good fubjects, fmce 
it obliges them to acknowledg a foreign and fii- 
penor Jurifdiclion. Upon this account we find 
that at fevcral times, particularly 1^41, by a 
Proclamation of the States General all Jcfuits 
Pricfts, Monks, istc. were prohibited to enter into 
thefe Countries, and thofe that were already 
therein commanded to depart. 2. All Popifh 
Convcnadcs were interdicted. 3. All Parents 
were forbid to fend their Sons to Jcfluts Col- 
Icdgcs, or to any Popilh Univerfity or School - 
or their Daughters to Nunneries. ' 

An. 1 6 50, the Synods of their refpedtive Pro- 
vinces fent their Deputies to the Grand AfTem- 
Y • ? , Statcs > w ho there gave in a Paoer 
which they call'd a Remonftrance, wherein they 
dehred fpccial and fpcedy care fhould be taken 
tor fettling Religion cxa&Iy according to the 

£3 pJ °f D ° rt r and /° r P revc «^g of PoperJ 
and Profanmefs . and according to their requeft 

we nnd, that there were fome Orders and De- 
clarations made to thofe purpofes 5 tho it were 

nan of tf PCa a th01 ? U ? h and porous execu- 
tion of them among fuch a trading people. The 

truth is , the Roman Catholic^ Rchgion is con- 
niv d at, and tolerated ( but not pubhckly ) £ 

feSS ° nly $ cxt * ln co nftant payments fromevery 
tztnily made upon that account to the Oncers 

Tn tfep N ° r ^ thc P r ° fdr ° rs hereof few 
™ C c ^ rov i? ccs 3 ™V *tey arc indeed nume- 
l° CA n *fe Country among thc Peafants and 
confiderable in the Cities s but are not adm?r 

» one nbf 7 **** ^ ^tST 

as one obferves, to be a firm and well wimS 

S^ CC K° f th<= St f C > and havc never Sven a n^ 
J r gf c «> *c Government , nor § ever cx- 

res u i&.-v^J&sB 

their proper Paftor or Teacher ™? n aVe 
conftant rate for this hbertv m r P ur", S at a 
there is one or more oSS^ar pubJlcL But 

ft* K ^„;S e ? e ^~.and 



thing faid or done there to the prejudice of the 
publick 5 in which cafes the Laws and execu- 
tions are as fevere as againft any civil crimes 
whatfbever. 

There are Jews in feveral places of this Com- 
monwealth, particularly at Damme and Delph^yll 
but they have their publick Synagogues in Amfterl 
dam and Rotterdani 5 in the firfl of which places 
almoft all Sects that are known among Chrifti- 
ans have their publick meeting places 3 even 
Brownifts and Familifts, and others whofe names 
are very near worn out in the Countries to which 
they owe their rife and beginning. There are 
faid to be above thirty different Seels in Amfier- 
dam ( feme indeed reckon a great many more, but 
I fuppofe the difference between feveral of therri 
is not very conhderable ) whereof twelve at leaft 
are allow'd their publick meeting places 5 fix of 
them being fo many forts of A?zabaptift s 5 tho 
there be many other branches of that un- 
chriftian Se<5r. which are not openly tolerated by 
the Magift rates. Thofe who pafs by the name 
ofArminians, fomeefteem to be rather a partvin 
the State then a Sect in the Church 5 and thefe 
were even before the reftauration of the Stadt- 
holder but few in number, tho of better qua- 
lity, and many of them in the Government. The 
Anabaptifts on the contrary are very numerous 
but lye in the lower ranks of people, Mecha- 
mcks and Seamen 3 and abound chiehV in North 
Holland. 

The truth is, thc body of their Conimbn- 
T^j f , ma , dc up of Cal *™fts, who are pof- 
fefs d of all the publick Churches, and are die 

only people who have Pa [tors main taind at the 
publick charge, which is done by certain Salaries 
paid by the States. They are reported to be gene- 
rally pafllonate friends of the Family of Orange 
( tho we know how inconfiftcnt the Calvinifm 
ot Scotland and fome other Countries is widi anv 
thing that looks like Monarchy ) to which thev 
divers ways exprefs'd their kindnefs during the 
intermifhon of the Stadtbolderihip, which Office 
the Loveftein taction, Cuccecding that of Bamevelt 
labour d utterly to extinguifli. They arc there^ 
tore on the other fide as fierce enemies to the Ar- 
mmian party, whofe principles have been thought 
formerly to encline too much to Spain. But here 

no man having 

fdencf n^h^ C ° m ff n ^ f °PP rc ffion of con- 
lcience, nor hopes of forming a party wherebv 

to make alterations in the State, the dafeenS 
in opmion caufe no ftrangenefs in converfa E ron • 
matters of Religion being difcours'd with Iktli 
or no zeal, and only like thc moll ordinary 2 
currences of the times, for diVeriion and %~ 
tertamment. Indeed , the choice of rJI 
on is generally fo indifferent a third amof- 

abfolutely 
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ablblutely ihtcrdicTrcd. One Abraha??i Heidanus 
a Profcffor of Divinity in that Univerfity, had 
the boldncfs to write againA: the forefaid Or- 
der 5 and for fo doing was not long after dif- 
charg'd of his employment. About the fame 
time the Election of one William Momma (a per- 
fon fufpected of thc forefaid novelties) to be 
Minifter of Middleburg, occafion'd great distur- 
bances in the Illand of Walcheren, which were very 
like to have fpread further 5 but the fame by 
the care and diligence of the Prince of Orange 
( who went thither on purpofe ) and the Eftates 
of that Province were at length thoroughly 
quieted 5 thc election of the faid Momma bein~ 
made null, and many of the Magiftrates of the* 
City of Middleburg turn'd out of their places. 

Charity feems to be a National vertue amon~ 
them, tho it be regulated by the orders of the 
Country, and is not ordinarily converfant about 
thc common objects of companion. Ic is not 
true, that a man (hall never meet with a Beggar 
in thefe Countries ( tho perhaps there are hardly 
any fecn in the Province of Holland ) but it is 
certain, that all poflible care is taken to fupply 
the ^ancs of the poor , certain perfons being 
appointed both in Cities and Villages to feizc 
upon and compel fuch as are able to work 
for their living, or elfe ftraightwav depart the 
Country 3 and as for the old, lame,' blind, hck 
or other ways difablcd, they are no where in 
the world fo liberally provided for. The City 
of Amfierdam alone maintains conftantly ( as 
we are told by Conringius) 3500 poor Families, 
as perfons not able to do any thing for their li- 
ving. The expences of this State in maintain- 
ing old maim'd Soldiers, Soldier's Widows, Or- 
phans, and other proper objects of charitv, are 
calculated by one to amount to 3^0000 Florens 
a year, which comes to about thirty-fix thou- 
iand pounds fterling. 

Orphans arc very handfomly educated in their 
Hofpitals 5 the Boys having matters appointed 
them, by whom they arc taught to write 
and read , and inftruclred ia the principles of 
KeJigion 3 being hkewife taught mechanick 
trades by fuch Inftruclrors as arc at thc publick 
charge amgn d them. The Girls are taught to 
fpin, few, and thc like 5 and the expences for the 
maintenance and education of both Bovs and 
Girls are defray'd partly out of thc legacies of 
charitable perfons, given purpofely for fuch 
pious ufes 5 and partly out of the ordinary coi- 

Wr n £ 1 C r hc ?°° r > wl V ch are g^ally much 
if fl ^ CrC thcn m an ^ other Country. Particu- 
lar Phy fiuans and Chirurgcons are alfo maintain >d 

over ^iv7 ard r S dieir T re ~very 5 being more- 
zcr r? ■ S d ln fome P Iaccs ' efpecially tSe grea- 
thl ^ ' ? g ° to thc Particular houfes of 
houfe ^ Thcrc arc P ubl1 ^ Peft- 

Sn„ ° S C ° m ^ iy 1 Citics ' and Efficient 
have ^. adc an *»«ft ^ Lepers, who 

Suburbf of 5PP°^ cd them beyond the 
no wff. £ Cir 9 tICS 3 and altho they are in 
aLifr ffi f atcd fo to do > arc wont to beg 
™ „#Sl^ ^ *» them, which is don? 

upentinous opinion current among thc 



Goch^ Sche^enfchans, (put by feveral in & 
Roer»ort Lmghen, EnMen, Liercon and G f et Zyll 

Africl I °- ff ' ^ ln J°^Sn Countriesffo 
SZ l V * rg " m A P^ccs among the>i- 

fZ A - ***** St S e °'Zf & Mint, Cormtn- 

nn, Tocquerati and other places in thc Golden 

? at ° f J rhlch thc r h * v * d nVen the Portu- 

took this Wand from them in thc late war but 
were an. 1 67 6 after a fiegc of a whole year' for- 
ofk t0 fu " £n i et i hc fcmeinto their hands again ; 
of four thoufand French employ d in that fxpe-' 
dmon not above five hundred returning home. 

Itltf^ ^ tl ) C Ki "Sdom If Congo 

the Ifiand and Qty Loanda 5 and a Fortrefs ti 
the Cape at Good Hope. In the Eaft Indies, a 

of m3T ° f C ° ift °l pare 

golden Cherfonefe, Malacca ; and in the Mand 
Ceylan the ftrong Town Columbo, with a Fort 
upon one of ltS Promontories, commonly call'd 

Punte de Galle They took alfo from the Portu- 
gueses Negumbo a ftrong and well fortified Citv 

m the fame Ifland , which the others reco- 

JnZ Tu 6 ^ but i°£ , again thc y«r follow, 
ins. They are poffefs'd of almoft all the Mo- 



of T rh < . Pr f cipaI p ' aces - ouc ° e *c Territory 
thewVH^ VCn Provln ces and yet under 

of r?^ n ' ° r a , c in th «= PoiTcuion 

them rh,, om , m °nwealth ( for as to fome of 

t Nearer j n °" ly ^ 3 r ,ght ° f Garrifon ) ^ 
tries, IS m V nd m the neighbouring Coun- 
ties, Borfleduc, Crevecaur, Raveftein, Helmont, 



lucoa s, with feveral other Iflands in thc Eaftern 
Ocean. In the Ifland of Java thev have the 
impregnable City call'd Batavia, formerlvnam'd 
Jokatra , and in thc Ifland Formofa or Belle-IHe 
they had fome years fincc ( for thev were late! v 
dnven thence by the neighbouring Chinefe ) k 
very good Caftle of the fame namf The Pcltu- 
guefes have hkewife driven them out of Brafd • 
as the Englijh have out of Ne» Belgium, where 
yzsNem Amfierdam, tho theyrecovel'd the fame 
m the late war with England, but were obli-ed 
to reftore it by the Treaty of Peace concluded 
f?'*V3- An. 16^ they took the ftrong Caftle 

m JlT m C u C EaJt Indies > 3X1(1 an - ^58 the 
ltland Maxara about twenty Leagues diftant from 

Lolicmbo; and an. t66z they took the Fortrefs of 
Cochin in Malabar from the Portugueses 5 that ha- 
ving been the firft Fort poffefs'd by them in the 
Eaft Indus. Befidcs thefe places, they are pof- 
fefr d of the Ifland Banda ( wherein they have 
a Caftle call'd ) with fix circuniaccnc 

bo^a ' nCVCr IO 130 for S° tte n i» 

The account given by a very late writer of 
their Conquefts, Factories, and places of trade 
out ot Europe is very particular, and runs rhus. 
Tho they have been cxpell'd New Holland in 
America, yet they ftill poffefs the Iflands of St. 
Euftace, Saba, Curaco and Tobago, if not latclv 
beaten out by thc French {and indeed they r?er e 
toward the latter end of 1677 driven thence by the 
French Fleet under D'Eftrees, the Dutch Magazine 
of Powder being unhappily blown up by the French 
Bombs, and the Governor Bincks, with all the Com- 
manders, except one Captain, thereby /lain* and 
by the [event b Article of the Peace concluded at Ni- 
meghen in Auguft an. %6 7 8, each party was to con- 
tinue feizd of whatfoever they then held and pof- 

&l A 1- Ci y of Cora u P° n the fi rm land. 
The Colonies of Boron, Efquib, Brebice, Aperwaque 

and other places upon the coaft of Guiana In' 

Africa, Arguin and the Ifland Goree, toward Cape 

Verd- where they have a Fort and Factories at 

Refrtfco at Porto d Me and Jcal, St. George de 

Mtna, the Fort of Nafaw or Moure, CornZntin, 

•*■ * Axima, 
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Axima, and Botrou in Guiny upon the Golden coaft. 
Many Forts in Congo, <?c. and at the C ape of Good 
Hope and Tafel Bay two more. They have Forts 
alfo in the Hands of Madagascar and St.Mauricei 
and upon the coaft of Malabar, Onor, Barcelor, Man- 
galor, Cananor, Cranganor, Cochin, Coulan. Upon 
the coaft of Coromandel, Tuticorin, Negapatan, Kar- 
aite. In the Indian Peninfula beyond Ganges 
Malacca with the Forts and Iflands belonging to 
it. In the Ifland of Ceylan, Negomho, Colombo, 
Gallo, Baticala, Trinquilimale, Jaffa?iatapan and 
a Fortrefs in the Ifland of Manor. In the Ifland 
of Java, Jacatra, call'd Batavia, a ftrong City 
and the feat of their Eaft India Governour. The 
Ifle of Bina, part of the Molucca Iflands. In Ter- 
nate the Forts Tacomma, Talucco, Malaya, and Gam- 
malamma. In Moth the Fort of Najfaw. In Ma- 

chian,Tafafo, Tabilolla, Nafaquia, or Nahaca, and 
Maurice. In Bachian, Gammadore, and Laboiia. In 
Gilolo, Sabou and CWa. In the Ifland Amboyna, 
Coubella and Lcvio. In the Banda Iflands Najfaw, 
and Belgia in iV>rtf 3 and Revenge in Poolway. In 
the Ifland of ^o/or. Fort Henry, Fort Jompauda??2, 
otherwife call'd Roterdam, near the City of Mz- 
r^rr, with another Fort in Timor. Part of the 
Southern Land, call'd New Holland, where lies 
Carpentaria, the Lands of Diemens, Witz^, En- 
dracht, Edels, Lew in, and NuitZ^ 

Factories. They have moreover feveral Factories 5 as in 

Perjia,at Gombron, Congo or Bender Congo, and Ifpa- 
han. In the Territories of the Great Mogul, at 
Agra, Amadabat, Cambaia, Baroche, Surat, Ouguely, 
Kaffan-Bafer, Daca, Patna, and Philipatan. In the 
Ifland of Celebes at Manada and Macajfar, out of 

the laft whereof the Dutch are faid fince 1668 
to have driven the King of the Ifland. In the 
Ifland of Java at Bantam and Japatra. In Coro- 
mandel at Tenega-Patan, at Golconda, Maftipatan, 
Palicate, Vatfcheron, and Bincolapatan. In Pegu, 
at and Siriam. In Si^z^ at 0<&z. In the Ifland 

of Sumatra, at Ticon, Priaman, Indepour, Cillebar, 

Jambi, Palimban, and other places. They trade 
in the Ifland Zocotora 5 as alfo at Mocha, Aden? and 
Fartach upon the fourthern coaft of Arabia. In 
the Iflands of Lare^, Re fern, and others near to 
Ormus. At jPojt*, and moft parts of Malabar. 
At Aracan in Pegu. Along the coaft of Malacca 
at Tanafarim, Peru, Ihor, Pahan, Patane, Singora, 
Bordelong, and Ligor. At Tunquin, Cinqueo and 

other places of China 5 and at Rima in the Ifland 
of Borneo. At Naugefeque near Japan. And ex- 
cluding all other Nations they pretend to the 
only trade upon the coaft of Sumatra, Japan, 
Amboina, Balli, and other parts of the Eafterrl 
world. 

At the conclufion of the Twelve years Truce 
with Spain, Prince Maurice, foh of the Glorious 
William of Nafaw, was chief Governour of the 
United Netherlands 5 and in the fame iliuftrious 
I^mily has the faid Government continued to 
this day 5 only with fome interruption, or Inter- 
regnum of fome years, if we may focall it, and 
a certain faction among the Dutch will not be 
angry with us for fo doing 3 tho I think we may 
with more civility to their States term it fo, then 
give it its true name, and call it the Ufurpation 
of the De Wits, and other aiery Republicans, who 
were rather for trying conclufions in the Go- 
vernment, then living happily under an approved 
Conftitunon of the goodnefs whereof they and 
their forefathers could not but have had fuffi- 
aent experience. Nor is this precarioufly affir- 
med by us, but will moft mamfeftly appear to 
be erne, if the Reader be but pleafed to confi 
nS?ST - W ? nderfuI -g«^th in power and riches 

coSSnf UtC S l* d i h i d ^ «id the calamitous 
condition into which their Commonwealth was 
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redue'd within fome years after the abolilhin^ 
of that high Office. In order whereunto it will 
not be amifsto give a very brief account of the 
ftate of their affairs from the beginning of the 
foremcntion'd Truce v/ith Spain to the conclu- 
sion of an happy Peace with England after the 
late dreadful incurfion of France, that is from 
the year 1609 to the latter end of 1673, accor- 
ding to our computation. 

It was not long after the forefaid accommo- 
dation ( as Sir William Temple obferves ) that 
there had like to have enfu a a fudden rupture 
between Archduke Albert and this new State • 
occafion'd by the Confederates fazing the City 
of Juliers, under pretence of affifting the Duke 
of Brandenburg 5 He and the Duke of Newburgh 
being the two principal competitors for the pot- 
lemons of the Duke of Cleve and Juliers, lately 
deceafed without lawful iflue male. Upon this 
the Archduke judging it more expedient to run 
the hazard of another war, then quietly tofuffer 
the Dutch to ftrengthen themfelves by fuch new 
acquifitions, fends away Spinola with a good 
Army, and orders to make open fhew of a de- 
fign to recover the forefaid City of Juliers for 
the Duke of Neuburgh ( whole intereft he had 
efpoufed ) but on the fudden to aflault Wefel$ 
which being accordingly done, and the place 
taken before it could be either recruited or re- 
lieved, the Confederates began to think better 
of the matter, and confidering the boldnefs and 
refblution of their enemy, and withall how ex- 
traordinary advantageous that City would be 
to him for making an incurfion into their Pro- 
vinces (and that has been fince more tfe en once 
found the moft fatal inlet to the fame ) made 
ufe of the mediation of England and France, and 
fo got the difference compos'd before any farther 
breach happened 5 upon thefe terms, that neither 
of them fhould upon any account whatfoever 
bring an Army into die difputed Dominions of 
the deeeafed Duke of Cleve. Ncverthelefs, not 
long after the Dutch made bold to feize upon 
feveral Towns upon and near the Rhine , and 
without the extent of their own Provinces 5 which 
they pretended, and not without reafon, to have 
done only to prevent the Spaniards getting them 
into his hands 3 having ever fince only claim'd 
a right of Garrifon. 

Befides what we have related concerning Ju- 
liers and Wefel, there are feveral other remark- 
able occurrences in the courfe of their affairs 
during this Truce 3 whereof we will eive a very 
fhort account, as we have chem delivered by erood 
Authors. 0 

. About the year i<f 10 , feveral EmbafHes, par- 
ticularly thofc two from Japan and Morocco, 
brought as much credit and eftccm, as the ris- 
ing out divers Ships for advancing their Trade 
m the Eaft Indies and eJfcwhere did wealth and 
prone to this new erected Commonwealth. 

About the fame time, or an. 161 1, there hap- 
pen d a Sea-fight between them and the Spani- 

ZL"° C f * frox ? th \ Ca P e of St. Vincent, theiffiie 

Zl f 7*? ' that thc Dutch had th ™ Admiral 
iThf, C £ OT having loft three (hips, 

&^£%!g* mcn - were s Iad » 

tweln thJ£ ™T t L ^ a ^eand Alliance made be- 
2^5^i? rid ^ C r ^ n °twithftanding ( asis 

nFfh IrfA } t C C " dc r% ms of the Imperial, Spa- 

ft/n^r ° Cher Em L ba f^ors, to hinder and ob- 

led S hX^°f r W H h wc f c divcrs Confuls 
of 1 f 5w ar Merchants in feveral places 

r/ r % j AfnC ^ P^ularlyat Aleppo, Grand 

Ukcwrfc in the Iflands of Cyprus, Chio, <&c+ 

Ann. 
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Ank\Si3* the Dutch had again confiderably 
the better of the Spanifh Fleet confifting of twenty- 
feven Ships 5 whom they afterwards worftcd near 
the mouth of thc Streights ann. 161.9. 

Ann. 1^14, tnc Alhancc made between thc 

Anfeatick. Towns and thc Low Countries two hun- 
dred years before, was renew'd between thc (aid 
Towns (in the number of which Amfterdam, 

Middleburg, and Dort were formerly reckon d) 
and the Dutch Commonwealth 5 the rights and 
priviledgcs of which thc States did now oblige 
themfelves to maintain and defend to the utter- 
moft. This was fo ill refented by the Emperor* 
that he would have the free Towns of thc Em- 
pire profecuted for nothing Ids then Trcafbn 
and Rebellion 5 but it being made appear, that 
they had enjoy *d thc liberty of entring into fuch 
Alliances time out of mind, he thought fit to 
acquiefce in that plea of theirs, and take this for 
good fatisfa(5tion becaufe he knew not well how 
to come by better. 

An. 1616, the Cautionary Towns, thatis 
ing, with the Caftle of Ramekins in thc Ifland of 
Walcheren in Zealand, thc Brill, with two Forts 
belonging to the fame, in Holland, were rcftor'd 
to the Dutch. They had been put into the hands 
of the Englzjh about one and thirty years before $ 
as fecurity for thc money lent and employ'd in 
their defence by Queen Elizabeth^ which Grim- 
fton fays amounted to fix hundred thoufand pound 
fterling. Out of thc Brill there marched 365 
Soldiers, from Flufhing 600, and from Ramekins 
and the abovemention'd Forts fo many as with 
them made up fourteen Companies. 

Here muft wc take notice of a matter of thc 

greateft and, as it had like to have proved, of 
the moft fatal confequence to their State 5 where- 
by were made good the conjectures of thofe 
Spanifh Councellors who had been the princi- 
pal advifers of making a Truce with them for 
a tolerable term of years. Their opinion was, 
that the Confederate State was fo unfettled in 
its Conftitution, that a few years would pro- 
duce fuch difputes and controverfies between the 
Provinces, and even in the fame Province be- 
tween thc Cidcs and Magiftratcs thereof, as 
would conduce more to their ruin then thc moft 
vigorous war j the prejudices of which muft 
needs ( as they had fomciently experienced ) be 
very gradual and uncertain, and therefore would 
be more then counterbalanc'd by the great ad- 
vantage of keeping them to a clofe and entire 
conjunction among themfelves. 

And indeed even before thc faid Truce was 
concluded, the feeds of fuch difTcntions were 
plentifully fown, there having arifen divers con- 
troverfies in feveral Provinces of thc Union* but 
especially m that of Holland, about matters of 
Religion, and chiefly fuch as relate to predefti- 
nation and free-will, election and reprobation,^, 
points that are fure to be handled with zeal e- 
nough, fince both parties would eftcem them- 
felves no lefs then Champions for God Almighty 5 
one party thinking they arc as highly con- 
cern d to afiert his free-grace, as thc other to vin- 
dicate his juftice. Wc muft remember , that 
there had been for fome time before this, a party 
in the Rcpublick who pretended to be jealous 
or the power and authority of thc Prince of 
Orange, whom they judg'd to make too great 
a figure in thc State 5 thefe arc reported to have 
induftnoufly join'd with that fide, whofe opini- 
ons were accounted more novel and Ids ortho- 
aox 5 advancing themfelves, after no finall oppo- 
sition (the body of the people fticking obftinatcly 
to the received doarrinc and tenets ) to a very 
conhdcrable faction 5 the ftrcngth whereof lay 
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not in the number but quality of its adherents, 
who in many places were the principal Maei- 
giftrates and richeft Citizens. 

It is no part of our bufinds in a difcourfe of 
this nature to ftate or difcufs points of Faith, 
and therefore fhall wc very briefly relate only 
matter of fact, leaving it to thc Reader to pafs 
what judgment he pleafes upon their Schifm or 
Faction (call it which you will) Jacob van Harmih 
being reckoned the Author thereof as it concern d 
the Church, and JohnOldenbarnevelt, Pentionary 
of Leydeft, as far as it influenc d thc State. 

Jacob -van Harmin, commonly call'd Arminiusi, 
was born at Oudewater in Holland, an. 1 $6o 5 and 
ftudicd firft at Marpurg i 1 Ha£ia ( where he was 
maintain d by thc City of Amfterdam), but 
upon thc erection of an Univcrfity at Leyden, 
he betook himfelf thither, being fen t af terwards 
to hear Theodore Bez/s Lectures at Geneva, 
from whence he went to Bafil 9 and after that 
to Padua to hear thc Leclrures of Jacob Zabarell^ 
a noted Philofopher in thofe days. At length 
being call'd home by the City of Amfterdam, he 
was made one of the publick Preachers of that 
place, and altho he was efteem d by fome in his 
writings to differ from thc current doctrine of 
the Dutch Netherlands, yet did there no diftur- 
bancc at firft arifc thereupon, becaufe he was 
generally belov'd and cfteem'd, his behaviour 
being courteous and friendly to all men, and 
his convention to thofe of his acquaintance, 
as far as vertuc and decency would permit, plea- 
fant and diverting. After he had been fifteen 
years thus employ cl in Amfterdam, he went to 
Leyden* where not long after thc death of Fran- 
cifcus Junius, he was, notwithstanding great en- 
deavours of feveral to hinder it ( Gomarus him- 
felf the chief Prof effor of Divinity, with might 
and main oppofing his promodon ) created 
Doctor of the fame Faculty. In fhort, ic was 
not long ere thc number of his followers and 
difciples became very confiderablc, and the zeal 
and oppofition of his adverfaries increafing pro- 
portionably, he was divers times queftion'd by 
their Confiftories, and the Deputies of their Sy- 
nods 5 but vc find not that any publick cenfurc 
pafs'd upon him unto his death, which happened 
an. 160?$ his fiicceftbr being Conradus Vorftius, 
a man fo exceedingly difplcafing to King James, 
that he is reported upon that account efpccially 
to have been turn'd out of his publick place 
and function. 

John Oldenbamcvelt , commonly call'd only 
Barnevelt, was born of mean parentage at a 
Country Village near Amersfort, in the Diocefs 
of Vtrecht, or rather in the Arnheim Quarter 
of Geldre. After having ft u died the Civil Law 
for about feven years, he proceeded Doctor in 
the fame Faculty, and from being an advocate 
in other lower Courts, came to be one in that 
of Holland. After this he was made Penfionary of 
Rotterdam, and at lengh Advocate ( or Penfio- 
nary) and Keeper of the Great Seal of Holland and 
Weft jrize land fo that being a man of eminent 
parts and fingular induftry, he came by degrees 
to have a greater fway then any fingle perfon 
in thc Government 5 the management of ail 
publick bufinefs, treaties and correfpondence 
with foreign Princes and Commonwealths, to- 
gether with the difpofal of Offices and Digni- 
ties, depending almoft entirely upon his advice 
and direction. We have clfc where taken no- 
tice of his enmity to thc Houfe of Orange, which 
made him very vigoroufly promote the peace 
with Spain and Archduke Albert, hopins: there- 
by to IcfTcn the authority of their Sta 
Prince Maurice 5 upon which account he is aKb 

V fuppos'd 



rmtnius, 



Bamrvelt. 




7 8 



NETHER LANDS. 



fiippos'd to have fided with the Arminian party 
( for fo in a little time began they to be call'd ) 
and cordially cfoous'd their intercft. He is re- 
ported to have given the firft confiderable fof- 
pition hereof an. 16 12, when he ufed his utmoft 
endeavours co procure liberty for both parties 
freely to preach and publifh theirdoctrines $ tho 
he mift of his aim when he contriv'd Letters to 
King James, as from the principal Arminians, 
requeuing his mediation to the fame purpose 5 
for the advice thereupon given by that prudent 
Prince to the States of Holland and Weji-Frize- 
land, was, that they fhould under the moft fe- 
vere penalties prohibit the meddling at all with 
any of the controverted points either in their 
Schools or Pulpits. An. 161 7, he difcover'd him- 
felf yet more openly , not flicking to oppofe 
Prince Maurice and feveral Members of the States, 
nay publickly to undertake the patronage of the 
Remonftrants ( for fo were the Arminians now 
call'd, from a Remonftrance publiih'd, together 
with an account of their faith and doctrine, not 
many years before,^, about thevear \6io who 
were now poflefs'd of the chief Church in the 
Hague, while their Antagonifts, the Antiremon- 
ftrants, were fore'd to content themfelves with 
tne Church of an old Cloifter, not far from 
thence. After this he is reported to have taken 
a journey to Vtrecht, and to have been there 
very bufie and active in profecuting the defens 

Sf u 1 j r° n 5 f °/ mc fu PP°" thereof he had 
the boldnefs to raife a particular kind of Soldier v 
and to continue the fame notwithstanding the 
commands of the States General to the con- 
F rar £- , J° . be b "cf , , the Remonftrants perfift- 
ing am m their illegal and dangerous confede- 
rations, and continuing obftinate in Oppofine 
the Convention of a National Synod I f verf 
paffionately advis'd by King James and olher 
good friends and j allies of thefe Provinces )fo 
that things feem'd now almoft ripe for feditfon 
and an open breach ready to be made betw e Tn 
the Provinces, Prince Maurice, by advice of d? 
vers good Patriots, feiz'd upon and im P r?Wd 
Bamevelt and three others, who were a Ju " , <? 
the principal Authors of all thofe in 
the State ; one of whom was the learned % 

hL° Wif7f? afte i!- ards ^ ^e contnvlc?ff 
3*. Wl ^ e < lea J e , granted her bv the ere 

dufousWifepf the Prifon-keeper, tocarrv th^ 
thofe pernicious Arminian Books on "h,ch ^ 
faid her Husband was alwavs poring ) cont^d 

he and his friends had laboured muS 1?^° 
the cogmfance of the whole v^t&dT 
the States of Holland and r C ° 

Sfeffi th /H been £ 
one of them bdn ° jSft Fa ? e , S S^tnefs 5 

About the beginning of W, u gen °? 
apprehended for hirin " aSLrt 3 ' they were 
Prince Maurice ■ Z nn^fL Ks to further 
other perfoi^ ' U S„ TLv ^ 1™' Y ithf ^eral 
their voluntarv c™f JL ■ r 1 f nd di of 
le^Uy cSe/of^fon £?■ ft ^ ^ 
and condemned and executed af^S- Statc » 
Barrel, ^ father ^Sdi^S^ Of 



very day the Synod of Dor t began. TltisBam 
z^//, as well as his fuccenor and parallel the lax 
De Witt, was wholly averfe to the Englijh in t ° 
reft, and was ( as Grimfton relates, the fame be 
ing alfb by many believ'd and affirm'd of the 
other ) a devoted creature of France. This j 
certain, that the French AmbaiTador labour'd all 
that poftibly he could for a mitigation of his 
fentence. 

In the beginning of November an. 1618, did , 
the Synod of Don meet, for compofing all dif ? 
ferences in Religion, and refetling the Provinces 
m their former peace and tranqmlitv $ for a full 
account of the proceedings whereof, we refer 
the Reader to fuch Authors as have purpofely 
written of the fame 5 and /hall only obferve here 

1. That to aftiftat this Synod were fentfrorr] 

England, George Carleton Bifhop of Landaff, Jofevh 
Hall Dean of Worcefter, John Davenunt the KinL 
Profeflor of Divinity and Prefident of Qjieen\ 
College in Cambridge, and Archdeacon of Taunton 
n 7 ■ ? feveral of the Remonftrants bein ' 



long 

prov'd fo 



cn the 



well fansfied which way the Svnod would ^ 
nerally encline,refufed to appear 5 declaring open- 
iy that tney could not expect a fair and impar- 

in an Afltmbly to which 
they were rather cited as Criminals then con- 
ven d as Members. Nor were their fears and 
apprehenfions vain, for their partv was at 
length caft and condemn'd 5 manv of them be- 
ing Oanifli d, imprifon'd, and other ways profe- 
cuted in the fevereft manner. 

3. That the principal Tenets of the Remon- 
itrants or Arminians were generally taken to be 
fuch as thefe : That Gods election of feme per- 
sons to life eternal is grounded upon the fore- 
knowkdg of Faith m Chrift, and perfeverance- 
and the reprobaopn of others, upon his fore- 
lignt of their final impenitence, inddelicv or 
apoftacv. That Chrift F dyed for the whXrace 
of mankind. That God has not a private w^ 
oppofite to his reveal'd 5 according to wine 
laft he has declared, that he defires the falv£o„ 

%Lf """j J hat fufficicnt Grace mav be re - 

fSS ^ and tha !i I ttue Be,icver ™V away 
from Grace, and be eternally damn'd. Y 

We come now to the fecond tedious war 
under which thefe Provinces did not oidy fob- 
fid, but make a confiderable advance fo power 
and reputation ; the principal events m J I BnTl 
ilfoe whereof ftaU be foccinAIv dd/ver P d And 
here we muft take notice, that ArchduJce'^r 

fl r p s^££as^sg Self 

wards Elizabeth's Forr k. - Cal1 d after " 

mmz beefnf, (L V^, butat c "at time Ffaf ea- 
rn %c Aape ofa S ^ CiW T^ s ) » ^s'nfade 

cans it SL5A c L e 3 y - f man > Hac - G ^«* 

towards thf end af , < T ,C WaS ^ ciIdcd U P 

ment for curl"l tf ?2 5 , offo P reat 
it made the vear hi 5 and S ther p,accs > thac 
for the ^S^r d IO Cnd h3pplly 

madfa foaden^ 0 ^ ofche Confederate States 

twentv ^tSo Vdl a ^a 0 nd m ;° **** bum,n ^ 
-d Prifoners frohf the^y^f 

tho 
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tho they were in a little time fore'd to retreat 
to Breda* the Country which they were plun 
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IU jr-»/t»***> " J . . _ ^/iuii- 

- dering and haraning, being by means of their 
Sluces, efpccially thofe of Antwerp and Mechlin y 
quickly laid under water. In the faccceding 
Winter, the Earl of Bergue, Mafter of all the 
Spanijh Horfe in the Low Countries, paflSng his 
forces over the frozen Rivers and Marfhes, did 
exceedingly infeft the Velavr, carrying away much 
booty, and great numbers of prifoners, altho 
by reafon of the extremity of cold, he could not 
apply himfell to the fiege of any confiderable 
place, or perform any remarkable action. We 
muft not here omit, that prefently after the 
fbrefaid infolencc of the Dutch (for fuch the 
haughty Spaniard accounted it) in making an 
inrode into the very heart of Brabant, Spinola 
to act as briskly with them, laid fiege to Bergen 
op zoom. Upon this Prince Maurice encamping 
near Gravenweert on the South- fide of the Rhine, 
firft fent fuccor^ to the place under the Colonels 
Hinderfon and Morgan, who commanded fbme 
forces of the King of Great Britain 5 and after- 
wards making a defcent into Brabant, and join- 
ing forces with Count Mansfeld? compell'd the 
Enemy to raife the fiege, and leave that ftrong 
place, of which he thought him i el f in a manner 
poflefs'd. This action was the more confidera- 
ble, becaufe Spinola came thither with a very 
good Armv, and was then very well provided of 
all necetfaries requifite for fuch an expedition 5 
and yet, after his having aflaulted and diftreffed 
the place for two months together, is faid to 
have retired with the lofi of ten thoufand men, 
deltroy'd either by war or ficknefs, befides two 
thoufand that came over to the Confederates. 
But the year following, viz. ann. 1623, the af- 
fairs of rhe Scares happen d to fuffer no fmall 
damage 5 for Count Mansfeld, with his afioci- 
ates being beaten by Tilly, and Lupia taken by 
the Earl of Embden, the Dutch were driven out 
or almoft whatever they pouefs'd in Wefttthalia* 
Nor were the two next years, -viz^ 

162^ and 1^25, kfs fatal to them 5 for the 
Spaniard Itrengthned bv divers new Levies and 
Recruits, returnd to beleaguer Breda 5 and Prince 
Maurice m vain endeavour'd to prevent the lofs 
oi tne fame 5 his fortune and life coming both 
to an unexpected period 5 for having deferred 
tiie cakmg or Ofterhoot, and fo loft the opportu- 
nity of making himfelf in all probability able 
at tne laft caft to relieve the place, he fell fick 
or a iever, and being carried to the Hague, died 
tnere upon the third of April an. 1^5. nor 

r£ W C i Ql f bt but his death > together with 
W f ° f / hat ftron S P kce ( ^h was not 
»2? u ,r urrcnd red to Spinola) were look'd 
upon by all men as almoft irreparable calami- 
tics to the Vnited Netherlands 

furrllJ Pi d P adl r of Prince Maurice ( who was 

thl b l h ! S haIf Brodier H '™y Friderick ) 

donhrf f S °£ 1 1C Union feem>d to ^ ™ a very 
of SS ^ J? U(5tua ting condition, the lolTcs 

fo^™ overb *kn^S their ac- 



the ^i»y& Plate Fleet ^were deftroy'd or taken 
nrms ) to their immenfe enrichment 

the si 7 ™ V ^ ^ a S fi L ft • vcr ^ f ^ourabIe to 
the Spaniard, for Spinola being affifted by the 

ImpemJifts under Montecuculi fell fuddenly into 

fil r f?'f nd A abng i 4 ^/^ and paftlng as 
far as Harder^, made fpoil of divers places 
belonging to the Territory of Vtrecht. As he 
was ,uft upon die point of befieging Arnheim, 
the Garnfon of the place was fcafonably rein- 

a f f0 r th ^ C ^ing moreover furpriz'd 

and taken by fome forces under i^^ry Prince of 
Orange, the Spaniards with their AiTociates thought 
it very unadvifable to profecute their former dc- 
lign, as being deprived of anv certain place of 
re trait in cafe of neceffiry, and likelv to be coop'd 
up on all fides by the enemy. Nay they are faid 
to have been ftruck with more then ordinary 
terror at the firft apprehenfions of their danger, 
and therefore without any further demur on the 
bufinefs to have haffily retreated into Germany, 
Spinola himfclr as well as his Army being much 

fnAA Cmd U and m * T™™* dejected at this 
fudden and unexpected turn of fortune. The 

Germans and Spaniards being thus driven out of 

the Velaw the Dutch forces prefently recovered 

11 £ laC , CS Up °? and near thc Rh ^e, parti- 
cularly Does burg and Roeroort 5 and the fame vear 

Bois le due was after a fiege of five months taken 
by 1 rince Henry, notwithstanding the oppofition 
made by the Spaniard, and diverfion given the 
States m the Velaw, and elfewhere. 

Here we /hall inform the Reader, that it is our 
cleiign in this place only fo far to toucli upon th c 
lieges of Towns, and other military enterprises 
and achievements, as may be fufficient to point 
out and diltmguifa the lucky and unprofperous 
periods of time which havehappend to the Uni- 
ted Netherlands 5 a more full and compLat ac- 
count of the fame being referv'd for the feve- 
ral places as they fhali occur in the defcriptions 
or their refpective Provinces. 

An. 1 632, Maeftricht was invefted in June, and 
taken in Auguft, by Henry Friderick Prince of G- 



™>/? £ l r 6 * 6 ' alcho Oldenzjl was retaken by Er- 
nejt Cafimzr, at that time Governor of Frizeland 

2 and ^hnberg, made feveral fuccefsfol incur- 
nons into the Ke/^^ and OveryfeJ. But 

Prin^ ^ 27 ' Gr ? U was befieg'd and taken by 
fw^r — r A after a m °uths hard labour and 
Q^lL\ V T la ' and Vandenbergh, the two Spanijh 

vcinr*ArZ* faavin S. w "h good forces vainly endea- 
v?r Ll! 5 d,cve 1C ^ the following was 
arl/^ 5 favourable and aufpicious to the Dutch 
dUS 5 Jor no fewer then twenty two Ships of 



ra?ige. 

And not long after the Dutch fucceiTes in this 
war began to be confiderably promoted by the 
afliltance which they receiv'd by means of a 
League orTenfivc and de fen five enter d into with 
the French King 5 tiie fame being to continue 
for feventeen years, with a ftrict engagement 
that there fhould be no' treating with "Spain but 
c niuc l ual con fcnt 5 tho the Dutch are accus'd 
of the breach of that grand Article, being re- 
ported to have had frequent underhand dealings 
widi the Spaniard, and to have proposed terms of 
accommodation with him, even fhordv after 
their making the forefaid Alliance with the Crown 
of France. Whatever the truth of this may be, 
it is certain, that France entring likewife into a 
League with the Suede? denounced open war a- 
gainft Spain and the Empire, and ^.1^35 in- 
vaded Germany, Flanders, and Italy with three 

formidable Armies. 

As for what concerns thofe Countries to which 
our prefent difeourfe is confind, in the forefaid 
year 1635, the French forces palling from P£- 

cardy, join'd the Dutch lying about Maeftricht 5 

having firft beaten thc Spanijb Army , which 
under the conduct of Prince Thomas of Savoy en- 
deavour'd to obftruct their march 5 and not long 
after taking Tilmont ( the Garrifbn whereof con- 
firmed of four hundred men, which are faid to 
have been cut in pieces ), and having Diefi, Arefi 
chot, and Sichem, voluntarily furrendred unto 
them upon their firft approach, thofe places 

X 2. being 
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being judg'd untenable by me spa. 
rear was the furprize of thefe Countries upon 
— hafty career of the French in making this in- 
curfion, that Brufels it felf is reported to have 
been in great probability of being taken by them 5 
but it was too much againft the intereft of the 
Confederate States to have the French get fuch 
firm footing in the very heart of the Netherlands, 
and therefore was it ( as fome fuppofe ) that the 
Prince of Orange diuVaded them from the enter- 
prize, and fo long deferr'd his concurrence there- 
in, that the Spaniard, had time to interpofe with 
a tolerable Army 3 who having afterwards re- 
ceiv'd frefli aids from Colen and the Empire, fore'd 
the invaders to quit the fiege of Loeven, and to 
defert Tilmont, Arejchot, and Siche?n h and in a 
little while after, drove the Dutch Garrifon out of 
Diefi. 

In the fame year, viz? 1635* the Spaniards ma- 
king a body of men out of their Geldrian Garri- 
fbns, to the great amazement of the Prince of 
Orange ( who lay no farther off with his Army 
then at Nimeghen ) furpriz'd and enter'd the Fore 
of Schenkenjchans, being therein directed and 
aflifted by a Renegado Dutch man, whofe Father 
had been formerly executed for a Trcafon of 
rhc like nature. The United States were not or- 
dinarily troubled at this confiderable as well as 
unexpected lofs, and therefore prefently gave 
orders to Prince Henry, to (pare neither blood 
nor coin, but at any rate to recover the fame 5 
which was accordingly effected by him the year 
following, tho not without much labour and 
coft, as (hall be (hew'n more at large here- 
after. 

An. 1637, the French and Dutch coming to a 
necrer conjunction then ever, jointly on both 
fides fall upon the Spanijh Netherlands 5 but the 
Prince of Orange fails in his attempt upon Hulft 9 
and the French wave the defign which they feem'd 
to have upon Cambray, and pais on to take Lan- 
drecy ( a place confiderable to them, both for 
fecuring their own confines, and for opening 
the way to further conquefts) which Town 
after a brisk fiege and couragious refiftance, the 
Spaniar ds and Impeiialijis, to the number of ten 
thoufand men, having fail'd in their defign of 
relieving it, was furrendred to them in July this 
prefent year 5 and in Oclober following Breda was 
dehver'd to the Prince of Orange upon the con- 
ditions granted by Spinola ( as Prior ato tells us ) 
at his taking it m the year 1 624 5 that ftrong place 
being recover'd by the Dutch with a far lefs ex- 
pence of time and treafure then the Spaniards 
had been at before in their wrefting it from 
them. It was not long after this ere Cardinal 
Ferdinand, Governor of the Spanijh Netherlands 
receiv'd fome tolerable recompenfc for the lofi 
of Breda by the taking of Venlo and Ruremond 
from the Confederate States 5 and they about 
the fame time took the ftrong Fort Mina in 
from their old enemy the Spaniard The 

VFrJf 1 f he mean whAc having ( as abovefaid ^ 
poftefs'd themfelves of Landrecy, fack'd S3i 
and Bavay, and other neighbouring places '^d 
defpainng of fuccefs againft Mans ( upon which 
ftrong Town they feem'd at flrfi to C7a de- 
fign) turn their thoughts to the recovery of la 

* n * Ca ^J> the hereof 7zs(u* 
rendred to them in September this year, the Spa- 
niards ( with whom things went ill enough about 

} - n0t bcin S able to relieve ft . S 
affairs havmg moreover an unlucky blow ■ jrivS 
them by the reconciliation of the Duke of St 

whofe ^ Br °L hcr French °^n 

ho£ ****** grounded no S 
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An. 1^38, the French having not only given the 
Spaniard a ftrong diverfion in Bijcay, but alfo 
falling into Artois with a defign upon St. Omers 
( tho the fuccefs of both attempts prov'd to 
their difadvantage ) 5 the Dutch boldly refolve 
upon the taking of Antwerp $ getting the Fort 
Callo, about a League and a half from the City 
by a kind of furprize 5 but here either fortune' 
had forgot her wonted kindnefs to them, or 
( "which is not improbable in the judgment of 
fome) the confideration of what prejudice in 
trade would by fuch an acquiiition redound to 
Holland and Zealand,, and elpecially to the City 
of Amjierdam, outweigh'd with the States all 
other benefits that could thereby accrue to the 
Union in general. Whatever the caufe was, Re* 
emits coming coldly in on the Dutch fide, asthey 
did vigorously on the Spaniards, the forces of 
the former with confiderable lofs and difhonour 
were repuls'd 5 and endeavouring afterwards to take 
the City of Geldre, fail'd as unluckily there 5 the 
expeditions of the French Arms in Flanders be- 
ing alike unprofperous, for they were in the fame 
manner fore'd to rife from before St. Omers, and 
content themfelves with the taking and flighting 
of Renty 5 a Fort built upon a pafc, of no fmall 
confideration upon the frontiers of France. 

Ann. 1639, the French were beaten, and fore'd 
to quit the fiege of Theonville, but they foon 
after took Hejdin, a ftrong Town in Artois. The 
fame year about feventy Sail of great Spanijh 
Ships and Gallions, in which ( as the report 
went ) were put on board twenty-five thoufand 
men, defign'd for carrying on the war againft 
the Vnited Netherlands, were met and engaged 
by the Dutch Fleet, under Van Trump, in St.George's 
Channel 5 and after a fight of not many hours 
were neceffitated to make towards the Englijb 
Coaft, defiring; to be protected by our Fleet, 
then hard by, only for two Tides. When this 
could not be granted them by reafon of our 
neutrality with the Dutch, they found themfelves 
oblig'd to put out to Sea, and (hift as well as 
they could 5 and indeed that proved bad enough 
of confcience, for without any confiderable re- 
fiftance made, the greateft part of them were 
in a little time either funk, ftranded, or taken 
by the Hollanders. 

Ann. 1643 the French took Arras from the 
Spamard , and the Spanijh Army under FranciJ- 
cus Melo having befiegd Rocroy, were com pelTd 
to defift from that enterprise, being beaten with 
a very great flaughter by the French Forces un- 
der the Duke of Anguien 5 who afterwards be- 
leaguers Theonville, and in two months time af- 
a vigorous refiftance, and not without great 
lofs of his men, takes the place. 

Ann. 1 ^44, Graveling was taken by the French, 
and ann. 1645, the Duke of Orleans with twenty- 
fix thoufand men, took Mar dyke 5 which the 
Spaniards fopn after recover'd by furprize, at the 
fcme time lopfing Hulji to the Dutch 5 which 
ftrong place being bcfieged by the Prince of 

dZTJ l°- UC the Cn ^ °£ Sg PtemBer 9 was furren- 
tH rU him , towards the end of Oclober, the 
hfr^ f b u mS morc vi Sorouf]y profecuted 
trdfe rl° £ u C a i pr °* cbi ng winter. P The For- 
Town in ? by , thc Dutch round about that 
JtT^n^K, eCkS Ume ' r 5 ck °ning Redoubts 
thirty nUmbcr ' wcrc no fe^er then two and 

my^confiff F 'T h ^ th a formidable Ar- 

mfeftc^fn5^ f ^ £ort y thoufand men, 

Smce S ^ TC j Cd fcV f raI P ]accs in ^e fingle 

C ^ray, Winnox- 

Poft thLafl^ 9 ^ti at , le °Sch Dunkirk the 

^ort thereof being fo block'd up by the Dutch 
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that no relief could be brought thither by Sea 5 
and the Duke of Anguien being even prodigal 
of the lives of his Soldiers, of whom he reckond 
he fhould find no want. And here we fhall take 
notice of what has been obferv'd by divers skil- 
ful Soldiers, yi^ that the maintaining of vaft 
Armies, and in Sieges ( but not in pi tch'd Bat- 
tels) being lavifh of its forces, has more per- 
haps then any thing elfe promoted the acquifi- 
tions of the French Crown 5 for it is certain, 
that hardly any place, tho never fo well fortifi- 
ed, can hold out long, if the befieger has a num- 
ber of men vaftly greater then that of the Gar- 
rifon, and is refolv'd alfo at any rate to carry it 3 
fince defperate and continued affaulrs muft at 
length break the very hearts of the moft inde- 
fatigable as well as couragious defendants 3 and 
to make out in part that this way of acting is 
ufual with that Nation, we find it reported, that 
in this war they loft no fewer then ten thoufand 
men before and about St. Omers, at Theonville 
{even thoufand, and before He/din almoft as 
many. 

The Treaty of Peace had now for a confide- 
rable fpace of time been zealoufly promoted by 
the Ambaftadors and Agents of the feveral Princes 
and Principalities of Europe 5 but by none more 
earneftly then thofe of the Dutch, who begin- 
ning to be apprehenfive of the growing great- 
nefs of France, and dreading the neighbourhood 
of that potent Monarch as much as they had 
courted his friendfhip, endeavoured ( if we be- 
lieve the French) without confulting their great 
Ally or his intereft, to come to fome accord 
with Spain. There was alfo another powerfully 
concurring caufe of their refolving to rid their 
hands of the war, and this was the fame which 
inrluenc'd their Counfels*». 1609 5 for as their 
own writers ( particularly Samuel Mar eJius,Vro~ 
fdfor in die Univerfity of Groningen ) do affirm, 
this Peace was precipitated by the Anti-Orangian, 
that is by the remains of the old Barnevelt party, 
in prejudice to the Prince of Orange and hisFa- 
Iv i it being judg'd by them, as by their pre- 
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deceflors of tne fame leven, that they could never 
compafs their ends, nor bring him low enough, 
fo long as he continued at the head of a vete- 
ran Army. Some neverthelefs fay, that a Truce 
was chiefly defiYd by the States at firft, as know- 
ing the power and greatnefs of their Common- 
wealth to be beft maintain'd by Arms, and fear- 



ing among 
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find domeftic quarrels and feditions. But what- 
ever the inducements were, an everlafting Peace 
(for fo they call'd it ) was at length concluded 
between them and Spain, the Ratification of Ar- 
tIC u- i° n both fides being fignd in May 1^48 s 
whjebwas done at Munjier in Wejiphalia, to which 
place the Treaty begun at Colen an. 1637 had 

'v Te S? ovcd about the year 1 ^44. France was 
inclinable enough to peace upon the account of 
their Kings minority, and the great acquifiti- 
ons made by them already 5 which were fuch 
as they rnight very well reft contented with 5 
but ltanding too ftiff upon the admitting the 
Fortuguejes into the Treaty ( a thing that the 
Spaniard would by no means hear of ) the war 
continued ftill between the two Crowns ( with 
noimall prejudice to the Spanifb affairs, as will 
iutticiently appear in our particular defcription 
ot H landers and other of the Provinces ) and that 
even to the year 1659 3 at which time there was 
an end put to it by the Pyren*an Treaty 5 con- 
cerning the event whereof we fhall only obferve 
nere,tnat fom e months before, peace was fo little 
expected by moft men, that it ufed to be pro- 
verbially faid, it would then be effected when 



* Whale fhould be caught upon the fhore of 
Bayonne (a thing lopk d upon as exceeding im- 
probabk ), and yet if we believe the Continua- 
tor of John Cluver, that which was accounted a 
proverb proy'd really a prophefie 5 a Whale be- 
ing to the aftomfhment of all men, flain and 
taken in the forefaid place, upon the very fame 
day that the Inftruments of Peace were fiW d 
on both fides. 

* • . 

? ut returning to our Dutch affairs, we muft 
ooferve, that no fooner almoft was the forefaid 
everlafting Peace between them and their old 
enemy concluded, but a fecond Barneveh faaion 
began to contrive all poflible ways of reftrain- 
mg or indeed evacuating, the Prince of Orange's, 
authority 5 forgetting the obligations thev had 
to Ins Father, Uncle, and Grandfather, and dream- 
mg of nothing elfe but an eternal quiet and prcl- 
penty, as the dearly purchase fruits of their 
two tedious and expenfive wars with Spain. The 
Province of Holland is recorded and own'd by 
moit writers to have principally promoted, or 
rather to have been the fole Author of this de- 
fign. 'Tis certain that prefently after the promul- 
gation of the Peace of Munfter,they fet vigorouily 
to the disbanding of the Land forces h and al- 
though the Provincial States communicated the 
matter with the States General, yet finding the 
others againft it, they by their own authority, 
and not without an evident breach of the Union 
(as many accounted it)calhier'd about fifty Com- 
panies 5 to put a fairer colour upon which bufi- 
nefs, they pretended in the firft place to be very 
zealous for disbanding foreigners, which impo- 
litic action, together with what was confequcntial 
to it, zfiz. the difpofing of all military lmploy- 
rnents to Burghers Sons and Relations, was none 
of the weakeft caufes of their almoft utter ruin 

an. \6j2. 

But the forefaid Province of Holland gave for 
the grand reafon of their feparate disbanding 
that thev miarht bv decree* 



_ht by degrees become able to dif. 
charge thofe great debts contracted by the war 
fince 1^21; which indeed will feem a pretence ra- 
ther then a juft plea,if we confider, 1 . The greater 
length of their firft war with Spain. 2. That 
the fame happened in the very infancy of their 
Commonwealth. 3. That during it they had 
ieldom fo powerful affiftance, altho Spain was 
then ftronger 5 France through a good part of 
this war not only vigoroufly aiding them in 
Flanders, but diverting the Spaniard and the whole 
Aujlrian power elfewhere. 4. That they grew 
rich by that war, efpecially the maritime Pro- 
vinces , of which Holland is the chief And 
5. That within a few years after this, that very 
Province promoted a dangerous and expenfive 
war with England, the adventuring upon which 
was a very good evidence, that neither their pub- 
lic nor private Coffers were fo emty as they at 
this time pretended. 

But to proceed 3 when the Prince of Orange 
found that the States of Holland were obftinate 
in adting contrary to the judgment and advice 
not only of the Council of State ( to whom the 
deference ought not to be fmall in matters rela- 
ting to the Milida ) but of the Generality it felf^ 
he found himfelf oblig'd both upon account of 
his own honour and fafety, as alfo for the pre- 
fervation of the Union, to follow the example 
of his Uncle Prince Maurice ( of happy memory 
to their Commonwealth ) in the time of the 
Twelve years Truce with Spain 3 and therefore 
to prevent their machinations, and fruftrate their 
counfels, he feizd upon fix of the Lords of that 
Province ( viz* De Wit of Dort, De Wael and Re- 
vyl of Harlem, Duyft van Voorhoot of Delphi ffeyjer 
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of Horn, and Aellingwerj ofMedenblick) and fen t 
them prisoners to the CafUe of Loveftein z from 
which place this faction afterwards took its 



denomination. It cannot beimag 
theoutcrv was asainft the Prince 



>utcry was again ft 
neceflary, though 



wiu wen uy it, p^uujj pdi uwuiariy putting" 
in a good purfe of Gold, with a note to thispm? 

pofe, The Prince s death makes my gift great no 
better news thefe hundred years. There are feve 
neceiiary, tliougn unuiuai, action 5 nis enc- ral other ways which they found of expreflm J 
mies making the people continually cry out and the fatisfaction they took in this grand caJa? 
complain , that their liberty was quite gone 5 mity of the Family of Oravge, tho they did not 
that they muft now, inftead of obeying their proceed quite to the ringing of Bells and ma- 
old and powerful Prince the King of Spain* be king of Bonfires 5 but we fhall pafs them all bv" 
fnbfcv* ro an Xifamer , that ir ferm* fhw and give a brief account of the alteration made 

hereupon in matters relating to the Magiftracy 

and Govcrnm^nr - in cwrirr rr\ rl-*^ T-. An , 1 / 



old and powerful Prince the King of Spain? be 
{abject to an Ufurper 5 that it teems they 
had fought all this while not for the Liberty of 
their Country, but for the Family of Orange 5 
and tibi Roma fubegerit Orbem ! as they fuppos'd 



and tibi Roma fubegerit viuem 1 _ 4 ^ 

formerly fa id in a parallel cafe. But others con- 
fider'd the extremity of the distemper, which 
therefore required as extreme remedies 5 and 
very honefllv confek'd, that upon the like pro- 
ceedings of Prince Maurice an. 161 8, againft 
Bamevelt and others of his faction, there had 
none of thofe evils , of which men were now 
apprehenfive, fucceeded in the State 5 nay that 
their Commonwealth was afterwards not only 
as free as ever from tyranny and oppreflion, 
but that it was never bleft with greater fuc- 
cefTes. 

After the apprehenfion of the fix abovc-nam'd 
Lords, the Prince of Orange knowing that to dry 
up this current of faction he muft begin at its 
principal fource and head-fpring, drew fome 
forces about Amfterdam, being abfolutely refolv'd 
cither by fair or foul means to bring that City 
to a compliance with the Generality 5 which in- 
deed he was not long in effecting, for aJtho fome 
inew ot reiiltance was made at firit, yet the Bur- 
gers began quickly to confidcr better on the 
matter, and fearing that notwithftandine their 
numbers and riches, they fhould not prove an 
equal match for a veteran and victorious, and 
which was worft of ail a difoblig'd and mcWd 
Army, voided up the City, and fubmitted them- 
feives to his Highnefs. 



and Government 5 in order to the new mould 
ing whereof and fettling their Commonwealth 
upon a curioufly conmv'd Platonic^ bafis, there 
was fhortly after, at the motion and defirc of 
Holland, a Grand Convention of their Eftates 
held, fuch as does not appear to have been a f 
fembled before, fincc their concluding of thr 
Twelve years Truce with Spain. Here was a 
great deal of pains taken about the points of 
Re igion, the Union, and the Militia 5 with fo 
httlc Lfs tnen the perpetual cxcluhon of a Stadt- 
holder (tho not cxprefly fuch) that the lI 
vejieiners appear d evidently to carry all before 
them and triumph over the weak and Wuifli- 
ing efforts of the Orangian party. In /hortf they 
thought themfelves fo happy in thefe their new 
projects, that even before any thing was 5J 
eluded upon they had a dehgn ( for it went no 
further ) of coining a Meddal both in GoW and 
Silver for a memorial of this famous Affemblv 
their device being that the one fide (hould be^ 
a Rock with feven Hillocks, reprefentml the 

?7 a , ced L Convention of the Eftates - the 

ldC nS ^ ™ f ™P<™> -StanT/JeVe 
junfc, ceu Rupes tmmota, Dei fub numine Li. 

tt % ± c ° c h r ^ ^ ^'otusZiZll; 



th^"b^ 

Orange for prcfervmg the Union by all the Prfvl 
Vinces but Holland and Groningen l ^and the it 
vejlem Lords, upon mterceflion and addrefs 
made to him obliging themfelves neter to 
bear Office again in the State) being alfo in a 
ftort fpace of time releas'd and fet at liberty 
But not long after, the Prince of Oranle ^lon 
overheatmg himfelf in hunting in the Vet* ^feU 
S° h dlc Pox, and notwithftandwg til 

poffible care ( as they generally pretend tho 
there went whripers and furmifes about/ Vh e - 
ther groundlefs or no We /haU not determine 

?L t\* ZV1 ? 8 f i thfuR y n«nag'd ) and 

uZJf'u 9 thC 3b H Myte*™. dyed ai the 
Hag ue , being twenty-four years and fix month^ 

ola, on the fixth of Number in the yea?Ttll 
Trogncftickofthis Countries downfall >(£ \°Z*t\ 

as it is call d by a Divine of rh«r rl, if 5 ) 

is after they had^uffi^end? Rafted fo } 

hSSffc k pr ° Cecdl "S s inrclre^th^^^^^ 
l ? ^ " 15 m ex P r e£ terms declar^H fu 
they had feen and found that thel 



Orhis is anceps expert que res f.der a 7 ZT } - 
morte ArauftonenfiL PrLipis ela^'/A? 
aba pro mcrtbusf* ingenio cujufque aJura^it 
Jan fortius prtdem daufis, 4 % a fj%££ 
Aula tngentt Procentm ConcMo apefta, tandZ an 
full' slfil Xi^frdere, faitia frlZ £ 

our, tfaac both the late IW^S^ilS 1 ^ 
his predccciTors h^A **;~>j ' 7 ot hcrs of 

verafgncvof^Slo^ls" *» 
of that Family were I ' , hc Scr ^ces 

had defcrv'd well " of th tuniL^P ^ * 

ing Lkewffe"olI e ^^ d / Liberty, bc- 
Companies were K 5 ?° ft , of thc,r veteran 
of their temi£ fo?tti 1Sbanded - and the ™^ 

own n*£?ta5°S U « t0 C °-? ° f theiC 
jnightily re;oidn#? t ^ 0 ^ rs ' .The CMo 

having power s»iu,-^ i / 7 fter made r hem of 

to ch&Z lhc Su JS U .^ and ultimately 

-ichout a^^^^-^teg 
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oiftrates were wont to be chofen by the Tr'ince 
of Orange out of a certain number proposed to 
him 5 for fuch Offices and places as had been 
at the abfolute difpofal of the faid Prince, were 
for the future to be difpos'd of by the States 
of their refpe<5tivc Provinces. 

It was not long after the Prince's death ere 
it became fufficiendy evident, that whereas to 
avoid an imaginary Monarchy they had Ia- 
bour'd to make their Government Democrati- 
cal, fo were they of a fudden fain into a down- 
right Oligarchy 3 Holland being govern*d by a 
few, and that Province fo far giving law to all 
the reft, that the States thereof ( as fome report ) 
did not flick to tell fuch as refus'd to comply 
with their defigns, that they would throw them 
out of the Union. We need not wonder then 
if the other Provinces began to be fenfible of 
what fome of them had exprefly foretold, z/i%. 
the prejudices which muft befa! the poorer and 
weaker Provinces for want of a Stadtholdcr 5 
whofc mtereft ( which was to keep the whole 
bodv entire) would not have permitted him 
to fuffer one member of the Union to opprefs 
another. 

So far in a (hort time did the Loveftein party 
prevail, that all pedbns were forbid ( this was 
done about the year 1656) to fpeak or write 
his Highnefs fimply ( that way of exprefljon 
being taken to import too much honour and 
refpect) and oblig'd always to put after it the 
Prince of Orange. Nor did they flop here, for 
tiic Af inifters were moreover prohibited praying 
for him in their publick AlTemblies, and the 
Arms and Colours of Orange were pull'd down 
and defae'd thorowout their Gties. And indeed 
the Family of Orange was now fuppos'd by moft 
Princes of Europe to be utterly caft down, and 
never like to recover its former fway and au- 
thority in this Commonwealth 3 which confede- 
ration it may be enchn'd the French King after 
the reduction of Marfeilles an. \66o* to aflault 
the City of Orange in Province, the ancient inhe- 
ritance of our forefaid Prince. He endeavour 'd 
indeed by Letter to the Princefs Dowager, and 
the Mother of the young Prince, to excufe this 
action, pretending it abfolutely neceflary at that 
time for the fecurity of his Kingdom, and that 
it fbould be rcflor'd to the young Prince ( whom 
he mil allow 'd to make ufe of die Title ) when 
he came of age, or, as the courfe of fucceffion 
regmr a if he fhould dye before, to the Eledtrcfi 
oi Brandenburg. Whatever his defigns were, ha- 
ving the place in a fhort time furrendred to him, 
he demoliftVd the walls of the Cattle, which is 
lituatc upon an high Hill 3 the Earl of Donna 
under pretence of private lotfes and charges 
( tho fome have thought for his eafie furrendrv 
or the place ) having two hundred thoufand 
riorens given him, together with the Govern- 
ment of the City (but with little or no autho- 
rity; continued unto him. 

Upon the King of Great Britain s fuccefTes a- 
gainit them by Sea, and the Bifhop of Munfters 
vy Land, in the years 1665 and 1666, there 
were great murmurings among the common 
people and then feem'd the firft billows to be- 
gin to fwdl, which fix or feven years after broke 

!fixr a n * inundation upon their princi- 
pal Miniftcrs of State and Magiftrates of their 
<~iues 5 overwhelrning the firft, and with a great 

fo an o fury removing the latter from their 
rorrner ftation. They began generally to im- 
pute their unaccountable weaknefs ( which was 

rh U u n hcy who had varied Spain when at 
n, , ^Sneft pitch, were now fcarce a match for 
iu <* a petty Pdnce as the Bifhop of Munfier) 



to nothing more then the want of fome iiluftri- 
ous perfon to command their Armies and go- 
vern their Commonwealth. 

Hereupon the Deputies of Gelderland urs'd 
the making of the young Prince of Oran~* Cap- 
tain General of all their Forces for life 5 but Zea- 
land went further, and finding that a Stadthold er 
was abfolutely neceOary to keep the Scales even 
between the other Provinces and Holland, would 
have him moreover admitted into the Council 
of State, in order to his being capacitated for 
that high Office againft he came of age. But all 
their endeavours were fruftrated by the violent 
and obltinate oppofition of the Loevftein party, 
who not only declared againft conferring either 
the place of General or Governour upon anv 
perfon for life, but moft extravagantly pitch'd 
u P° n Turenne ( if they might obtain leave from 
the moft Chriftian King) to command their 
Forces againft the Bifhop of Munfter : However 
at length to blind the common people ( for this 
was all they aim'd at by that action) the Lords 
of Holland confented that the young Prince 
fhould be taken in a particular manner into the 
protection of the State 3 and certain perfons, be- 
sides a Governour, appointed him to take care of 
his Education, and look after his Revenues, and 
difchargc the Debts contracted by his Father. 
But Peace being concluded with the Bifhop of 

Munfter, and afterwards (i.e. in July 166 7.) with 
the King of Great Britain, the Loeveflein party 
refolv'd to give the dead-doing blow to the Stadz- 
holderlhip , and for ever to extinguifh all the 
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hopes of the Family of Orange. In order here- 
unto , according to their well-known method, 
all Artifices were ufed to depreciate the Services' 
of the former Princes of Orange^ and to work the 
people into a belief of their defxgned ufurpation 3 
to undervalue the Stadtholderlhip its felf, and 
make it appear in fignificant, if not dangerous to 
their State 3 to infpire them with greater thoughts 
than ever of their idoliz'd liberty , which they 
perfwaded one another would be much more 
rehVd, and bring with it a wondertuil ad van 
of Trade and Riches. When the people were 
thus prepar'd, the States of Holland, not being 
able at firft to prevail with the other Provinces 
to do the fame, made a particular Act of their 
own, which they chriftn'd, A perpetual Edict and 
everlafting Law , and whereby the Stadtholder- 
fhip of Holland and Weft Friezjand was utterly 

mortified and taken away 3 all manner of Ma- 
gistrates and Officers being Solemnly (worn to 
the perpetual obfervation of the fame. And now 
not at all doubting but they had done the fear, 
to quiet the minds of the common people ( moft 
of whom did by no means reliin thefe proceed- 
ings ) it was order'd that the Prince fhould be 
admitted into the Council of State , and that 
when they fhould have occafion to fet out an 
Army , he fhould accompany the General and 
Deputies to gain experience, and capacitate iiim 
for fuch Impioyments as the States lhould here- 
after think fit to confer upon him. 

It muft be remembred , that ever fincc the 
death of this Princes Father, dieir Fortifications 
had run to ruin, their Garrifons were unman'd, 
their Magazines and Store-houfes unprovided, 
and for thofe Companies that were up and 
down in Garrifon, their numbers, tho but fmali, 
exceeded their ftrength 3 for they confifled only 
of raw undifciplind Souldiers, and unskilful! 
and unexperiene'd Commanders , none but the 
Sons of Burgers and Relations of the Oligarchy 
being put into Office. Now the errours, neg- 
lects, and abufes in all thefe things, were not like- 
ly to be throughly amended till there fhould be 

X a a Ge- 
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a General appointed over all their Forces 3 which 
the Province of Holland was very loath to have 
done, at a time when the Prince was almoft at 
compleat age, and the general kindnefs of the 
people for the Family of Orange, and their old 
Government began to fhew it felf every where, 
Zealand particularly having made the Prince 
premier Noble of their Province. 

And hence is collected by fome the main rea- 
fon why the French found them ib unprovided, 
or rather defencelels, an. 16723 z/i%. becauie the 
Loevefteiners forefeeing that the Prince of Orange 
could not be pafs'd by if the Provinces (hould 
come to the choice of a General, and not at all 
doubting but upon fome terms or other to fatif- 
fie the French King, and prevent that War which 
then threatned them, they made little or no 
preparation to oppofe the incuriion of a Land- 
enemy 5 the federal other concurring Caufes of 
their weaknefs being fuppofed to be theie. 

1. Their vaft Trade had turn'd the very Ge- 
nius of their Nation from Arms to Arts of Peace, 
their Burghers being abfolutely diverged of their 
ancient martial Spirit 3 fo that one effect of their 
Traffic (hould have made amends for the pre- 
judices of another, that is, their Riches fhould 
have been conftantly and liberally employed for 
their defence m entertaining of forreign and mer- 
cenary Forces. 

2. Great prejudice was don this Com- 
monwealth , by the reforming, reducing, 
and disbanding fo many of their beft for- 
reign Officers and Troops after the Peace of 
Munfter $ (which as we have already fhewn) 
was chiefly the action of Holland: that Pro- 
vince (as Aitzema tells us) judging it unne- 
ceffary to have Garrifons not onlv in Delph, Rot- 
terdam Goude, Don, and the like 'inland Towns 
but alfo mCampen and Deventer, nay in Swoll 
Arnhein, and even Nimeghen it felf 5 ( which pla- 
ces, expenence,we hope, hath tlnce taught diem 
ought always to be in a good pollute of defence) 
and being efpecially urgent for the dijehargina 
and dijmzjsing of all forreign and outlandijh Sot- 
diers 5 ( thefe are their words in Aitzema ) and 
advancing of good ' and faithfull native Ofcers and 

Soldiers : though they found them neither the 
one nor the other in the late utmoft extremity 
or tneir Commonwealth, 

D j;f ew P lac f wcrc , Efficiently provided of 
Defendants whereas the Fortifications of their 
Tou-nsare _of prodigious dimenfions.which makes 
vaft Garrifons neceflary for them ; each Work 
requinng almoft as many men to defend it as a 
whole City in other Countries. 

We m t y ™ thc nc « Place confidcr the 
^01 king out by degrees of all thofe who were 
fuppos d affectionate to the Family of OranZ (and 

weH hff 1 r C VCry Ch ° iceft of ^ OfhSs as 
1 / I " clma , u °n. as intereft ) and putting in 
their ftead perfonsin no other refpeel quaffied 

SLfc C ' b u 1 by fome rel a«on to, or d e - 

pendancc upon the Laveflein Facldon 

the Enghfb Forces that were left, and upon the 
French Invafion of Flanders, 166 8, moft of Iht 
French were difpers'd and fent out of hdr Ser 
vice, whereas the grcatcft fupport of their Srlte 



French King by the Loveftein Party, made them 
upon his firft unexpected fuccefs grow jealous 
of one another: So that the Garrifons fearing 
that the Civil Magistrates, and the Civil Magi? 
Urates that the Garrifons would make their own 
conditions, each endeavoured to prevent the 
other in the furrendry of Places. 

8. Their profound fecurity before they were 
invaded, was like wife fatal to them 5 the caufes 
whereof were, that they knew they had no rea- 
fon to apprehend any danger from Spain , and 
they reckon'd that the neighbour Princes of 
Germany were fingly too weak for them, ( nei- 
ther was there any probability of a confederacy 
among them) they judg'd it moreover fo much 
againft the intereft of England to have them ad- 
ded to the Dominions of any other Prince and 
efpecially to France, that they could not ima- 
gine fo thorough a conjunction of this Kingdom 
with that to be poflible. JLaftly, they knew that 
France could not invade them but through the 
Spanijb Province s, ( which could not be done 
without a War in the firft place with that Crown) 
or through Countries of fome German Prince • 
which they fuppos 'd would never be granted it 
bang a thing fo flatly againft the exprefs will and 
intentions of the Empcrour, and tending fo 

not utter mine 

of the Empire its felf But at length they 
found themfelves much miftaken in two of 
thefe particulars; -viz, the conjunction of Eve- 
land with trance and fecret concurrence of fome 
Princes about the Maes and Rhine with the fame 
Crown ; particularly the Elector of Co/en of 
whom the French King isi reported at the 'be- 
ginning of this Expedition to have borrowed 

Tongres from whence he pafs'd on to Mafeyck 
and fo fortified that place, that Maeftricht (which 
being very well garrifonU and the beftprov" 
ded of any frontier City, he thought fit to pafs 
by) was, n a manner thereby blocked up : So that 
after all Europe had for a pretty while flood a- 
mazd at their ftupidity, (forfuchit feem^ to 
be ) they began to be apprehenfive of their dan- 

f 2& u entt J aS "P 10 ^ fecret League with Spain 
( which was done m December 1 6 % j ) after in ft 
nice Confutations and Difputes, almoft ail the 
Provinces being very eagerly bent upon it ~ they 
made the Prince of Orange Captain General of 
their Army: but yet (as Holland had comriv^ 
k) with fuch reftrittions and limitations 0 f 
power as render'd aU his labours and endea- 
vours for the fervice of the Stare in , * 
ineffectual , Wefel P artiXly ta being * akeTbv 
the French, while he (according to tfe renor 0/ 
his unpohtick Commffion ) felt to confuk the 
States concerning its relief / So true is t h e ener- 
vation of the Lord Orrery in his Art of War 7^- 

That lt is an zmpoffible thing to order a War lit 

all Emergencies [end to their Mafiers for nL Di- 
rections The hke being obfen4d by Priorato L 

ine) may be oather d 



6. The meer Commonwealth oartv ( 
thar was ,t which then govern'd I ) w cr ^ Vv £ 
making any clofe applications to Jw J f 
feanng leaftthat Jd P romote°thf ft of 



Prince 



entertaind 



being betray 



dZ th?tX:jdT don > theh e * l ™ *~ 

tha t is rJI ch ^n ° { thcu ^monwealth, 
at ,s, tUl fach nme as not only Spam, Branden- 
burg, 



I I, 



ft I 
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biirg, and the Empire joynci vigoroufly in their 
defence, but the King of Great Britain was in- 
due'd to make peace with them 5 for although 
the French had ere that time quitted many, and 
they by force recovered fome conquer'd places, 
yet confidcring the confufion and diforder a- 
mong themfelves, and that divers of the Confe- 
derates would probably in a little time grow 
weary of the War : there might in a few years 
have happen'd a Campain as fatal to them as 
that of 16725 and upon fuch a relapfe, the fe- 
cond Paroxifm of their diftemper'd ftate, would 
probably have prov'd more dangerous than the 
firft, efpecially if by the oppofition of England 
they (hould fall be depriv'd of that foveraign 
Cordial and only Supporter o( their Spirits, a 
free Trade. 

It is reported by one who wrote concerning 
our War with the Dutch, in the year 16^5, that 
the Month of June was always obferv'd far more 
fatal to the united Netherlands than any other 
throughout the whole Campain feafon of the 
year, and there could never certainly be a grea- 
ter confirmation of that Remark » then what 
happen'd feven or eight years after 5 the 
prodigious Incuriion made by the French into 
the very heart of their Provinces, which begun 
together with that Month, and met with fo little 
oppofition, that in the (pace of three Weeks they 
had not only po(fels'd themfelves of the moft 
conliderable frontier Places of this Common- 
wealth 3 but having pafs'd the Rhyne at die Tot- 
buys, had in a manner over-run the Be taw and 
Velavee , advancing between the firft of June, 
( upon which the French King furrounded Orfoy, 
and Rhynberg , thc Prince of Conde Wefel, and' 
Turenne Burick) to thc 23d. even as far as the 
City ofVtrecht. 

He that is wholly ignorant of thc fcveral Cau- 
fes of their fuddain loffes, ( the chief whereof we 
have already delivered ) cannot but be amaz'd 
at the weak, or rather no refiftaucc, made by 
Places famous to Pofterity for the Sieges they 
endut 'd in the firft and fecond War with Spain 5 
and indeed it muft feem ftrange to any man, that 
in 1 7 or 1 8 days, not only Orfey, Rhynberg^ * Wefel, 
and Burici, but Rees, Emmerich, Groll, Dotecom, 
Amheim, Doesburg, the ftrong Forts of Voom and 
St. Andrew, and that impregnable one (as it 
was generally accounted ) of Schenkenfconfe^ (to 
omit divers other Places of great ftrength ) fhould 
fubmit to the Arms of France or Munfter. This 
is certain, that upon the French King's taking the 
torementioned frontier Places in Cleve and Ju- 
liers, and getting into the Betaw 5 but much more 

j \ Y takin§ of Arnheim he ha d necefllta- 
ted the Prince of Orange to retreat with his Arm v 

thc trouble,confufion and irrefolution of the com- 
mon people was beyond expreffion 5 thoufands 
or Waggons and Boats daily coming in from all 
parts to Amfterdam, and as many going conftant- 
iy from thence to other places 3 and the conftcr- 
nation and defpondence of the Country-people 
being then fo great, that 33 Cows, and 3 Horfes 
are reported to have been gladly fold by a cer- 

%J r 1 50 Florcns > that " abouc 1 S L ft**- 

The Prince of Orange being, as is faid, oblig'd 
to retire, winch was done bv exprefs order from 
me states, June 1 4th, put part of his Forces into 
the Towns upon the Ijfel, and his greateft Can- 
13 ^ lth Ammunition into Doesburg, Zutphen, 
and U^ Snt 7\ . marc ^S with thc lighter Pieces 
drnvM 7 ° f hjs , Al W to Vtrecht, where he was 
£ (though fome 

m ^"nparallcPd Affront was orTcrd to Count 
maunce ) and fore d to quarter all Night with- 
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out the City. Some of their own Writers re- 

?uX 5 7 r r T Cfolv d ro dcI ^er themfelves into 
the hands of the French, but had for fome t me 

impatiently waited for their approachTitTe- 
ing obferv d that asfoon as Wefel was foun- 
der d, fevcral great Ones of Utrecht began to 
tranfport their Goods 5 and upon the tafefng of 
Amhezm the chiefeft of the City immediltelv 
icnt to the French King then before Does burs to 
make a voluntary offer of the fame unto him. 

r.; J^ ,S 15 th ? thc y' lcld ^§ of the 

laid City, which was done upon a compofltion 
made for the whole Province, did quite cut off 
Over Jfel from the Union, and compelled moft 
places of that Province to take the fame courfe 
tor preventing their utter ruine 5 Frizeland (ac- 
cording to their own relations) at thc fame 
time ^(ignuig to do the like, and it being ex- 
pected that Holland would ere-long follow the 
worthy example. 

About the 17th of7**e, the Prince of Orange 
upon particular Command from the States to 
look to the main chance, that is, to fecure the 
Province of Holland, broke up his Leaguer bv 
Utrecht and fortifying Gorcum, Bcdegrave, We- 
Jop and other places, as well as the imall fpace 
or time, and the general confufion and irregu- 
larity in the Affairs aud Counfels of the whole 
Union would permit, djfpos'd of the remainder 
of his Army at the moft conflderable Pofts, and 
took up his own Quarters at Bodegrave. 

Much about the fame time Daventer bein<» 
treacheroufly ( as the Dutch report ) furrender'd 
to die Bifhop of Munfter, that City advisd and 
pedwaded Campen and . Swell to do the fame, 
and the laft of thofe two Places, fummomng 
in me name of the States of Overyfel, all the 
other Cities to appear and capitulate for them- 
felves, that whole Province was in a few davs 
abfolutely given up into the hands of the Ene- 
my. Thc Dutch report, that when thofe of Da- 
venter wrote to Swoll upon the aforefaid ac- 
count, the Bifliop of Munfter could not but o- 
peniy exprefs thc fenfehe had of their kindnefs 

in thefe words, Ah I ces font veritablement mes 
bons Amis h that is, Ah! thefe are indeed mv 
very good Friends. 

Towards the latter end of June the French King 
came himfelf in perfon, and put Garrifons not 
only into all the Towns of the Province of V- 
trecht , but alfo into Woerden and Oudewater in 
Holland^ and exceeding great about the fame 
time was the Confternation of thc common 
people, and dejection of the Magiftrates them- 
felves, infomuch, that according to their own 
relations it was much more than probable if five 
or fix thoufand French Horfe had been fent di- 
rectly towards Amfterdam, thev had been met 
upon the way, and prefented with the Kcvs of 
thc City 5 De himfelf their grand States-man 
having nothing clfe to fay in that cxtremitv, but 
that the moft prudent courfe they could take 
was to come to a fpeedy Accommodation, and 
get the belt terms they could from the Trium- 
phant Monarch. 

We cannot wonder now if (as it happens in 
all popular Governments upon any pubhek DiA 
after) thePe- Wits and others that fate at the 
Helm were not only fufpeclred, but in all places 
of concourfc openly accus'd of having be tray 'd 
and fold the Commonwealth to thc French 5 
which thing was by this time become the only 
talk of the reftlefs Multitude, who fuppoftng 
moreover the Plot to have been cunningly laid, 
that had taken fo well already, gave themfelves 
over for loft, and abfolutelv defpair'd of bang 

Y able 



able to avoid the French Yoak : and indeed thus 
mn<~h aon^r^ i n vindication of the Sufpitions of 
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appears 

the populacy, that in the courfe of this War ic 
veral pcrfons were legally convicted and execu- 
ted, not only for Cowardife 
Treafbn againft the State. 

Upon the forefaid Fears, JeaIoufie$, and Sur- 
mifes, there happen'd many dangerous Com- 
motions and Infurrc<5tions of the common peo- 
ple againft their Magiftrates, whom they gene- 
rally concluded to be engag'd in the deftgn of 
ruining their NaaVe Country 5 which fo far 
ftartled the States General of the Provinces, that 
they prcfently impower'd the Prince of Orange, 
and deftred him with all expedition to place and 
difpiaceatpleafure thc Magiftrates of their Ci- 
ties ; the body of the people having from the 
beginning of this dreadful! Invafion, continually 
cry'd out, that more power ought to be put in- 
to the Prince's hands, and that the perpetual 
EdiA Ihould be made null and void, and all 
perJhns fworn to the preferration of the fame 
folemnly acquitted 5 the effect whereof appear d 
before the middle of June, no other than the 
admiffion of the Prince to thofc high Offices and 
Places of Tmft, from whence he had in the 
judgment of many been injurioufly dcbarrU 
Dort the firft and moft active City in oppofin* 
his Inter eft, was now the firft that declared for 
him ; the common people compelling their Ma- 
grftrates to declare him Governour and General 
of their Forces, and abfolvc him of the Oath by 
which he had obhg d himfclf not to accept of 
thofc Offices. Harlem was the next placef then 
Ley den, and by degrees almoft every Town in the 
Province, fo that prcfently after the beginning 
of July, the States of Holland and WefkJrh^j 
made an Act for abolifhing the 45uS|S 
and foon after another for making die Prince £ 

forces 5 Zealand having done the fame one dai 
before them Upon the ninth of the Refo 
lution <* Holland and Zealand, wal a/prov'd and 

and the Dignity of Stadholder of moft of thci 
Provinces was folcmnly conferr'd upon the 

^?? d T if u *°^aseverhad been done bvanv 
of his Illuftnous Anceftora 7 7 

Before we proceed any further let m *»u. ~ 
vie* of the feveral placed loft g' the Duul in" 
Ids then two Months, either tl the French or 
Munfter and Colen Forces, that is between the i ft 

2fe£?r the * liLof and in this Lift we 
ftall hkc : wife : put down to moft of the places the 
day of the Aioneth upon which they werelken 
according to the Net her land HAorian andnrh ' 
their moft Authentic^ Relations T&om ^hen- 

Netherlands may not fo properlv hr r^^'j 
an Invafion as an Inundation. 7 ^ d 



Voorn and .Sr. Andrews 
Sconces by French, 
June 19. 

Knotfenburg by French 

June 1 6. 
Tjfeloort and Heuffen by 
Fr. 1 5. 

Arnheim by Fr.June 1 5« 
^/e/ by Fr. /jwzc 1 7. 
Doesburg by Frjune 22. 
Anholt by Fr.June 1 7. 
Zutphen by Fr.June 12. 6. 
Elburg and Harderwick* 
garrifbnd by French 
towards the end of 

Wageninghen by Fr<?;«£ 

/ztfZff 21. 

Buren and Culenburgjoy 

Fr.June 25. 
Spykport. 

Hattem , immediately 

after Daventer. 
Nimeghen by French, 

Bommel by Fr. July 2 r. 

The Retrenchment of 
the 

Ifelburg. 
BorJkfoo. 



Sconce, by Fr. abou 

beginning of ?*/ v 



In Vtrecht. 

Rhenen, Wyck. de Duer- 

ft?de,Amersfort,Mont- 
fort, by Fr. June 1 9 

Vtretcht City by French 
June 23. 



In Holland. 

Naerden by Fr.June 1 9 
Oudewater by Fr.June 

Woerden by Fr.June 2 6 
Heucklom, Afyeren, Le- 
ejdam Vyanen^gzxn- 
iond by French to- 
wards the middle of 

July. 




Lochem. 



In OvcryjfeL 

aventer by Munft. and 
Colen, June 21. 
nmer Sconce, ifo^** 
Sconce, .W/, ^ 
the Retrenchment, 
with three Sconces. 



In Brabant. 

Grave by Fr.June 1 S. 
C revec<eur by Fr.Jul. 1 9. 

Engelen Sconce, and 

Orten- 



Campen 




ett , S waert fluyce , 
Geelmuyden, Block- 
Zyll, Steenvyct, Har- 
denberg, Vollenhoven. 




^° a J f M C{ t PIaces * crc Wnder'd to thc 
hop of Munfter upon his taking nfD 

not a htde facilitate the* r^Z^Z P , W ^ 
common between m^ Jfhree C ° £ 1 r 



Orfy taken by JfrwcA 

Burick by French, June 
the 3<£ 

B 7 ^/ and the W 

|«^^by French, June 

Rhynberg by Fr. June 6. 
Rees w«h its Sconce, by 

Emmerick by Fr. about 

the fame time. 



In Geldre and Zutphetg. 

Schenkgnfconce by Fren. 
June 17. 

G'°fl by Munfter and 

Colen, June % 
Veutecorn, 6cS. Heeren- 

by Munfter and 

Breevoortby Munft.and 

C of. foon after. 
/Mfii^ by Fr. ?»» r * 



In the Pr«i/ e part of 

0 very f el, Coeverden 
oy Munft. and Cafet 
/a/K 12th. 
Meppel. 

In the Twente. 

Enfchede, Oldenzyll 9 Ot- 
™*rfcn, Almelo] by 
Munft. before the 9 
of June. X " 

D^r^?' D eMe»,Goor, 
^tePenhei^ RifTc*. 



In Groningen. 

Winfchoten, Oude-jconce, 

Bonder-fconce. 

New-fconce. 



In Eaft-Friezland and 
Frizfland. 

The Eyler-fconce , and 
Slyckenhurg^ or jfaryzz- 
der-Jconce, prefendy 
after the furrendry 
ofDaventer. 

Upon 
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fie Cardinal of EmAllim 



D S. 



appointed by the Pope for his Vicar General 



the Seven Provinces, made a fblemn entrance 
into the Cathedra] of Vtrecht* ufmg fuch Cere- 
monies as in the like cafes arc agreeable to the 
Roman Canon and Kubrick; and after the fing- 
ingofTel>eum, the Archbilhop of the City, ap- 
pointed likewife by Authority of the Romi/h See, 
gave the people his blefting, which he concluded 
with thefe words, God be prats* d! we have been a 
longtime, (and (bit was, above fourfcore years) 
banijh'd from thisfacred place. And now folittle did 
Friends or Foes dream of the French King's 
throwing up all his Conquefts , that the fore- 
mentioned Cardinal gave Orders to have all their 
Churches purg'd, and coniecrated anew. 

About the beginning of July, thc King of Great 
Britain fent Ambau*adors into thefe Provinces, 
who pafting from the Hague to Vtrecht, and 
thence to Zeyft, which is hard by, and where at 
that time was the French King's Camp, had fpec- 
dy audience of that victorious Monarch, and de- 
parted thence to Brujfels. Their bufineis is fup- 
pofed generally to have been the renewing of 
our Alliance with France , and obliging each 
other not to make peace but by mutual content - 
there being fhortiy after certain Articles and 
Conditions given in, containing the demands of 
the two Crowns, concerning which, whether 
they were over rigorous or no it is not for us to 
determine 3 however 'tis certain that the Pro- 
vince of Holland was fo defirous of comeing al- 
moft upon any Terms to an agreement with 
France.that had it not been for the refblute Oppo- 
fttion ofZc*&»</,this Treaty near Vtrecht, h ad cer- 
tainly prov'd as infamous for the ruin, as the for- 
mer one at that place had been famous for laying 
the Foundation of their Union and Government. 
But it pleafed God foon after to grant fome 
Symptomes of recovery to their expiring Com- 
monwealth 5 for after feveral ineffectual mef- 
fages from the States , whether they offered 
r °o httlc or he demanded to much, I fhall not 
affirm, thc French King breaking up with his Ar- 
my near Vtrecht ; march'd away to Arnhem , and 
from thence crofling the Be taw to Nimeghen, from 
whence he went to Grave, and fo through fome 
part 01 the County of Liege, with a conduct of 
about fourteen thoufand men to Charleroy 
Jhence in a few daies he got into his own King- 
dom, and about the latter end of July, arriv'd at 
*Germans:h-ovn which his unexpected departure 
the Dutch date the change of their Fortune, the 
rrogreis of their Enemies Conquefts being after 
that very httle ad vane d, and their own Affairs by 

rthoi^hTT int ° a [ ar , be "<* P°ft«re. Some 
fu 3? I ° W not y hether u Pon good grounds) 

Xrn P K ^ that Jt Was thc dcfl Z n of E *& l ** d by this 
Ambany to procure the Dutch (whofc utter ruin 

was not deft-red by the Englijh ) a breathing 
«me . as noc doubting but when they bad conft- 
indn^T l i C U i?°? thc b «fincf s > they would be 
cwl r° k Qtil Crowns Reafon. The French 
the^^u u 7 11 Wa f extreamity of foul wea- 
/v tCa b T n ab outthe nthor 12 th of/«- 
iti^^f*? in of Conqueft, 

Commf V d i L hc ™™**™g Provinces of this 
{a^^l^l th 5 thou ^ h othcrs attribute the 
thmt rf chc 1 Prj P c e of Condes Sickndk 5 and I 
^ Of we look no farther then fecond caufes) 

ixr ^ ^^ lm ? UtC / C to thc Conftiturion and tern- 

S ob£tf rench 5 ic txbS true as Prio- 

ato owerves upon their Incurfion into5r^W,an. 

whereof h ^ donGt ferfift in their firft fury, the 
^hiZm^uA^ they 'V™*^ 1 * dc thote At- 
^nt m!Tj hlch %^operfor Flegmatick and Pa- 

mnded But the truth is, in this unac- 





^uc 10 we may term it) of rf^, 
>nous King there feems J^^S^^ 
lOK 'W» 11 d »t*c Dutch, or rather aK 
muft whoUy acknowledge it to Divine Pm. 
ice ; the fame power that puts limits ro the 

11 , ' ,?V ns m llkc manner faid to this 
equally dreadfull and irrefiftibie Enemy, ThJ? ar 
Jhalt thou come and no farther. Nor indeed did 
the French with fuccefs undertake any aclion of 
moment afterwards h but the Duke of Monmouth 
returning into England, and Turenne quitting the 

Siege of the Bofch, there was an unexpected end 

vlf? u, th % beginning of Auguft, put to this 
years terrible Campain , the forefa^d departure 
ot the French King, and his tedious ftay at Char- 
leroy, An.i6 77 , being look'd upon bv conftder- 
ing pcrfons, as the two greateft Errors that were 

ever committed by fo potent and active a Mo- 
narch. 

After that the French had with little difficul- 
ty, as it feem d, broke into the Betaw, and no 
place appear d able to refift their firft Aftaults, 
thofe of Holland thinking it high time to look 
about them, fell to breaking down their Bridges 
cutting their Dikes, and laying the Country un- 
der water* by which means the invading of that 
Province was rendered a matter of far greater 
trouble and danger than it would other wife have 
been. But when by the French King's (topping 
and beginning to treat at Vtrecht, and afterwards 
much more, when by his returning into his own 
Kingdom, and thereby in a manner putting a 
period to that Summers action , they had time 
allow'd them to provide more throughly for the 
fecurity of Holland, ( and confequently of the 
whole Union ) it was made, though not pre- 
fendy, yet before the beginning of the next 
Campain, in a manner one entire and impreg- 
nable Fortre(s. For the greater part of that 
Province being encompafs'd by the Sea, when 
they had by repairing the old, and in fome pla- 
ces cafting up new; Works, fecur'd the Pofts 
from Muyden and Wefop to Niewer-fluce ( which 
place the Prince of Orange made his principal 
Poft in thc following Year ) and had likewife 
ftrengthen'd all the other conftdcrable Parages, 
even from Oudewater to Gorcum, Lcweftezn, and 
Worcum 3 there appeared to be a perfect Line of 
Circumvallation round all Holland clos'd: fo 
that there was no Gap left whereat thc Enemy 
might enter, the Fortifications being continued 
even from the Zuyder zge to die Brabant fide of 
the Waal. 

But to return to the remaining part of 72 5 
we have already made mention of the Mutinies 
and Infurredtions of the common people againft 
their Magistrates 5 and we (hall briefly here re- 
late one very difmall Effecl: thereof, it being an 
act of the greateft barbarity that perhaps was 
ever committed by any civiliz'd Nation: I 
mean the murther of the two Brothers , John 
and Cornelius de Wit , the former whereof had 
lately fo far influenc'd all the Counfels and Dc- 
figns of that Province, and indeed of the whole 
Commonwealth , that he was ufually call ci 
the King of Holland About thc 21ft. of June 
he was aflaulted by four perfons as he return *d 
fbmewhat within flight from the AfTembly of 
the States, by whom this a<ftion was fo highly 
relented, that it was profecuted as Crimen tefdt 
majeftatis : Jacob le Graaf Son of a Councellor of 
Holland, being apprehended, condemn'd, and 
executed, as one of the Aftaftins 5 although thc 
Pentionary had been but flightly wounded, and 
was in a fhort time perfectly recover 'd of his 
Wounds : but would by no means be perfwa- 
ded to moderate the puni&menr, or accept of 

Y 2 any 
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any other fatisfac"tion ♦ which inexorable Spirit 
of his exceedingly enrag'd the common people, 
and may be judg'd to have contributed not a 
little to his own death, which happen'd in this 
manner fhortly after. His Brother Cornelius, 
old Burgomafter of Don, and Ruart of the Land 
of Putten, being accus'd by one Tickjaer, a Chi- 
rurgeon of Oudewater , for having orler'd him 
Money and great Preferment if he would mur- 
ther the Prince, was committed to Prifon, and 
upon a legal Tryal at the Hague, about the 20th 
of Auguft, appear'd fo far guilty at leaft, that he 

was by Sentence of the Court of Jumce deprived 
of all Offices and Dignities, and for ever banifh'd 
the Province of Holland and Weftfriezjand. This 
being look upon as too mild a pum foment by 
the Burghers, they rlock'd together in great num- 
bers, and befitting the Prifbn-door, both the 
Ruart and his Brother the late Pentionary, ( for 
upon the advancement of the Prince of Orange 
to the Offices of his Illuftrious Anceftors, he had 
voluntarily refign'd his rlace 5 and was now ve- 
ry imprudently , and contrary to the advice of 
his belt Friends, upon the others requeft, come 
to expedite his releafe) up flairs again 5 when 
they had paid all Dues and Fees, and were com- 
ing to their Father who tarried for them below 
in the open Court 5 all three having defign'd to 
Dine together fome two or three Miles from 
the Hague. Soon after, the whole Town being 
prefently in Arms, fo great was the Uproar and 
Difordcr that the three Troops of Horfe then 
upon the place, were not able to do anv thing 
towards the fuppreumg of the fame : the Tra- 
gical Conclufion whereof was, that at length 
fome of the armed Citizens went up, and break- 
ing open the Prifon Doors, drove out before 
them the two unhappy Brothers, and when they 
were brought into the open Court, into which 
there was a tair Profpect from the Place where 
the Provincial Eftates were at that very time af- 
iembled, with many and different " kinds of 
wounds moft inhumanly murther'd them * the 
Burghers when that wasdone marching offVith 
their Companies in very good order, Iod»in2 
their Colours, and repairing to their refpeltivl 
dwellings. But all this feem'd of a moderate 
^?* C, i and ™y temztdid inftory 5 whereas 

£ ™ U a \u °£ Che , ncxt S?^ nc 1 can hardly 
be parallel d , for the rabble coming in, and in 

great rage tearing off their Clothfs , dragg'd 
them along by the legs, which they had ty'd 
together with matches, and hung them up by 
the heels upon the whipping poft . carryin-a- 
way the torn pieces of their Garments m Tri- 
umph and crying, Thus is the innocent blood 
of De Butt, Dc Graaf and others reveng'd To 
wards the ev ening one cut off the Pentionary s 
two formofl fingers of his right hand, favinV 
that with them he had fwonfto the perpecufl 

^td^ y 7r lch tl ? e St ^holderihip ^mor- 
tified ) and fome hearing him orTer'd monev 

vlrl hc ^ r run P^tly and cut off bothdS 
Ears, Nofes, Fingers, Niples Toes 

thofe of °Z Cl l Wl , zh fticb > as Butchers do 

thole ot Beafts which thev prepare for the Aw m 

bles ; the current price of a Toe bein- ' a 
( as my Author fays, tho no querno" bu the 
^ rofc ln a Iitcle «imc ) ten ftivers that i* 

™lf^ I twcnt y- fi ve or thirty ravers To 
conclude this tragical ftorv fbm/ ™ i 
Arms and Thi-hs a* rLJ h,, ■ £ f°^ e chc,r 
others whof ■ nonSc!*' ^ S teetb > 
gueamifb cue effferf the^ 
home, cook'd and 



reported, that one of their Hearts ^ having been 
preferv'd in. Turpentine, was on the eighteenth 
day of March 1 £73 Ihew'n in a Burghers houfe at 
the Hague^and that feveral pieces thereof had been 
with great fury devour'd by thofe who reforted 
thither to fee it. It is a matter behde our pre^ 
fent defign, and indeed not within our know- 
ledg, to determine concerning thefe two unfor- 
tunate Brothers, whether or no they were guilty 
of that horrid crime wherewith they bave'been 
branded by feveral of their own Country-men 
-vitz the betraying of their Country into the 
hands of the French. If this were really true 
it would feem very ltrange, that the Pentionarv 
fhould have fo clear a character given him by 
a worthy and judicious Gentleman, who had the 
opportunity of knowing him more then tole- 
rably well, and fays of him, that be was a man 
of unwearied induftry, with untainted integrity . f 0 
that whenever he was blinded, it was by the pahi 0n 
which he had for that which he efteem'd the %od 
and intereft of the State. It was ncvertheJefs gene 
rally believed at that time that he had traiterouhV 
contriv'd, to have their frontier and other con- 
liderabJe places lll-garrifon d and unprovided of 
neceffanes, on purpofe to facilitate the French 
conquefts 3 it being likewife hrmlv believ'd bv 
many, that he fo mortally hated the Prince of 
Orange that to prevent his attaining to thofe 
high Offices fuice conferr'd upon him, he was 
even denrous to ha ve his native Countrv fubie- 
cted to the Crown of France 5 and that to provide 
againfl a wet day, he had convev'd vait fums 
of money into the Bank of Venice. ' Thefe things 
are again denied by others, who will acknow- 
ledgno more, but that lie was a man of a sreat 
fpirit, and poffefs a" with as great an hatred to 
the Family of Orange y which might fometimes 
mfpire him with fuch counfels as did rather tend 
to the prejudice of the Prince, then the good of 
the Commonwealth 5 but tiiat yet taking him 

a;^/ i™'. h ^ was L r ? ci ^ unfortunate then un- 
faithful to the Repubhck 5 and as for his driving 

1 tS wu S T} th Fran r ce \ thcv are confident his 

our difcourfe concerning this miferable great 
man, he was obferv'd when but little above 
twenty years old, to be a perfon of fo towr! 
mg an ambition, that an Advocate of Holland 

leemd to be grounded upon forekno wled a: ra- 



* V" w ^ fle£h, went that verv : C"' ^""^ "kul it is t 

eat them 5 nay it is crcdl bl y J^rTl^*™^™ ^Elector of B 



As thofe in a 1 Countries who were little ac- 

T d *. W £ h - the V 1 ak and unftab ^ pofture of 
the Dutch affairs in the beginning of ^i s year 
began by the middJe of jtne toWdKl 
apprehenfions ot the French fortune and coura 
SSlf ^ Ut " a *»c they would °bc 
S^Arl rCpei f?. ot " e "> who better un- 

rZ I I° rC ^ bda « inv ^ed , did 
not much admire the fuccelTes of their -rand 

fhem not ro h" 0 "^ h ° W " was P^bl for 
™% e n £Z^£ -'fand !and J ^ t 

^± c in?o c ^^^^^^^ { r «- 

too for a Inn/ CaUt,OUS S P*™*rd, and him 



2 navm ^ r cceiv'd a conllderable fum of 



money 



NE T HERI,AND$ 



money, began to raifc Soldiers, the Emperor 
doing the like ( tho without a full and unani- 
mous confent of the Princes of the Empire, who 
did not thorowly concur therein till the Cam- 
paign an, i<^74) according to a League defen- 
five made for fecunty of the Empire asainft 
France, in which were likewife included the Kings 
ot Spain and Denmark^ the former of which two 
Kings began before the end of this year to ac5t 
more briskly and openly in defence of the Dutch. 

Upon the coming down of the Confederate 
forces, the French not being otherwife able to 
get coniiderable bodies of men together, and 
apprciicnding that they muft in a /hort time 
either fu allow all, or refund what they were al- 
ready polfefs'd of 5 burn feveral Ieffer places, and 
fome tair Towns in the open Country of the 
Netherlands 3 quitting fome others, as particu- 
larly Tjfelftebz and Montfort ( the Bifhop of Mun~ 
fier at tiic fame time giving up Tlerfconce ) and 
endeavouring divers ways, tho in vain, to break 
bro the heart ot Holland 5 particular care ha vino- 
been taken not only to fbrtifie (as is afbrefaidl 
t.]v: vvho.e Province, but likewife the Cities of 
Amjirrdam^ Rotterdam? Leiden, Goude, De/ph, the 
Hague, and Harlem 5 the Magistrates whereof 
caus a Hay, Turf, and all neceiTary provihons 
to De convey'd out of the open Countrv into 
places ot fecunty, in expectation of fome at- 
teincs to be made by the French, who they 
doubced not would take the advantage of the 
Eiil hard trod that fhould happen 5 the grand 
deience of that Country, which in manv places 
lies chierly in their Dykes and Marines, being 
at fuch a time in a manner taken away. Nor 
ad tneir fears prove vain, for towards the latter 
end of December about twelve or thirteen thou- 
fand French being gathered about ZJtrecht (the 
feat and center or their cruelty and tyrannv in 
thefe Countries) they march'd upon the Ice bv 
the vay ot Woerden to Sac&eld, and fo on till 
they arnvd at Swammerdam, and prefentlv be- 
coming matters of that place pafsd forward to 
Gcudeiiuce 5 the cowardice of the Dutch Soldiers 
wno were appointed to defend their chief Potts 
being even by the contend of the French (whofe 
valour and achievements by fuch a confelhon 
no fmafl diminution ) very extraorclinarv. 
We may well fupppfe this fadden inrode to have 

dTC^I dr ? df ^ C ? Holland > k bcin S conclu- 
d.u ov all, that if the enemy could once get 

vcr I th l C ? rov /» cc > they ™uld ne- 

4 P is in l G0d CO ba ^ them ^ fo * P">- 
S S n I C dC ^ n ' for thac ^ry night 
vemuS Trf a i ha 7' thatas ^ey could not ad^ 
™reaJ f ° WaS l C ™PoAiblc for them 
that fome rf , f mC - Way thc ^ camc 5 infomuch 
S&f^ T nt r s ~nfidcndy affirm, that 
of ^ofrfi^f ^ COWardi ^ °^ treachery 

fo doinO t£ ' an . d T a fer wards was executed for 
at the mi ^eafily have been ftopp'd 

din s and ^ fuch time as de ^ol- 

^enfthev ^. and *c difappSnt- 

fcQaen;; 7 m a matter of fo great con- 

Ni^!til^ S I oon ^ they had got pad: the 



of the month underwritten S the d . ay 
vanity as well as £53 of !fe ^ 1 the 

paffing not long before into 2?™<W and t'?X 
Country of Liege, from whence ma rch^fo 
ward and joining with a good bodv of S~ZV 
«*, he went and befieg'd Charltoy, whLif fc* 
penmg much about the time that this attest 
was made upon flWW , and * y *™ a ^" lC 
over unfuccefsful ( upon which accS bv t& 

^ S T k ^ dlC VU « ar 3X1 underrating muft be 
concluded imprudent ) cans'd him to ihcur rhe 
cenfure of fome difaffedted perfoS," t' ev 
very well knew that he was compelfd ! bv the 

d£kf&& ^° Id ,r ather C ^ch P wasfo great 
that it hinder d all manner of working in their 

Slrmv? C ° th£ ficSC ' «* b ^ 5 !S 



Much about the fame time, the rctak 
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theirwaTfl y . fe V C ? burnln S a11 P^ces in 
^ a!f d ( ? artlcular Jv ^e fine Village^ "of Bode- 

ra P^ ( as t£ n » A 1 "" m " rthcrs and brutiih 
n « of barb 3 rvrf a rep L ° rt } - cxcr cifin§ all man- 
oarbancy upon the miferable inhabitants 5 

Netherlands. 



liZVbvtSn Whidl m ° rC P^'cuTarF here": 
alter ; by ltorm, was a matter of sn-eat ^In-v 

to the Dutch, and very much ra.s'd° tlfe f P ritl 
of their Iangmfhing Commonwealth, that pia-e 
being Ac very Key of Friend and 
and a Fortrefs ( in the judgment of fome f S 
fenor to none in Europe. ' 

About the beginning of January ig 7 ? ( 
cordmg to foreign account, but the latter end 
of Dece^er 1*72 according to ours ; the French 
percemng that the fcene and nature of the war 
were like to be alter'd, took care L have he 
Citizens of Lille, Dovay, Cortryck., and orher con- 

TSt< P | aC t ln the St**®* Netherlands ^ 

( u 11 f - WaS P r / tend ^ to be done for their 
affiiling the Prince of Orange in his attempt upon 

Charleroy ), refolving befides to difmantle ft teen 
or feteen frontier Towns, and fome more in- 
wardly fituated Cities of this Commonwealth 
the true oefign whereof was to augment their 
Armies by the acceflion of fuch forces as muit 
Garnfons ^ploy'd m their forts and 

, 2 ?ltT 'JvJtn- Cnd of 72 and beginning of 
73 the « Mediators began to be verv aenve 

fr% " fcti ? clrurmo ^ endeavours for die peace 
of Chnftendom ; m order whereunto thev Apro- 
pos d a ceiiation ot Arms, but that was reie t~d 
by the Dutch, who likewife approv'd not or Dun- 
ktrk tor the place of Treaty 5 and in tnc mean 
ume botn tne Suede and Spaniard, as aifo the 
Biihop ot Liege ( who had fmarted prettv well 
for his pretended neunahtv), but efpeciailv the 
^rewA Xing, tho he feem'd to have the greateit 
inclinations to peace, made valt preparations 
tor the fucceedmg Campaign $ all action be- 
nvecn the Dutch and French being inconiidera- 
ble before the month of ^«/, and conlifting 
rather 111 a tew skirmifhes of ftnall parties, tiien 
any notable entcrprizes or engagements. 

And now are we come to the fecond year of 
this war, of which the body of their people lbund 
ina little time that they needed not havehad fuch 

dreadfulapprchenfions ; forakhoupon ihe Prince 
°f Conde's arrival at Vtrecht ( which happen'd 
about the beginning of May ) the French forces 
feemd to be mfpir'd with new life and vigour, 
and began to promife themfelves nothing lefs 
dien a fpeedy and abfolute conqueft of all thefe 
Provinces, yet in a lizzie while they found their 
hopes groundlefs, and their endeavours ineffe- 
ctual. 

About the ninth of May the Prince of Conde, 
after confutation had in a general Council of 
War, with the Governor of Woerden, leading a 

Z bod-' 
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davs after this, the Prince of Orange ( whofe cares 
and labours for the preferration of the State had 
no intermifllon ) took: up his Poft at the Nietrer- 
fluce, where in a little time he had rais'd fuch en- 
trenchments, and put hirnfelf into fuch a pofture 
of defence, that he was able to withstand any 
attack that Should be made by the greateft force 
the Enemy could bring againft him 3 fo that 
divers new Works having been rais'd in other 
>!aces, and all the PaxTes Securely fortified on 
ooth hands ( that is, as we have already inti- 
mated, to the Z*yder-Zee and the farther fide of 
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down and utterly destroying many others 
and making thofe Towns and Villages which 
they left {landing pay round fums of money 
for their redemption. Some fay, that the chief 
reafon hereof was, becaufe they had apprehen- 
sions of the Confederate enemies designing to 
march into the very heart of France 5 and that 
this mult have created great danger and trouble 
to that Kingdom, as being at that time much 
exhauftcd of military Strength, which had in too 
great a proportion been drawn out for maintain- 
their former, and making new acquisitions 
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Vaal) the French were quickly fa tished, that 
they had but Small probability of fucceeding in 
their Grand defign 5 the Prince of Conde being 
(as we may fuppofe) not a little vex'd at the 
difappointments lie met with, having ineitectu- 
ally try'd Several ways, and in divers places ( par- 
ticularly about the beginning of June at and 
near Muyden, and after that about Vianen ) to 
force his way into Holland •> fo that he thought 
fit towards the beginning of July to depart from 
Zitrecbt to Arnheim, and fo to Grave 5 and at lafl 
finding that he could effect little at that place 
or the Bofcb, march'd quite away to Lille, 
carrying with him a considerable part of the 
French forces out of theft Countries. 

^Towards the middle of Augufi the Bifliop of 
Munfter with about 8 goo men made an inroad 
into Frizeland? but without making any acqui- 
sitions hi that Province, returned foon after, car- 
rying off fome booty indeed, but not without 
considerable lofs of men 5 which was better 
fortune then the Dutch could hope for at a time 
wnen the prodigious divisions of that Province 
were not thorowly composU For we Shall take 
notice nere, that the disturbances which not long 
after the French invafion began lai\ year in Hol- 
land and Zealand jn a little timefpread further fo 
that its proper Stadtholder, with the Princefs his 
Mother, could effect little towards the com- 
pofure of their differences 5 which ran on to 
that height that fome Regulations having been 
made in their chief Cities to that purpofe, the 
ola and new Magistracy divided thcmfelvesinto 
two difhnct Reprefentatives of the Soveraigntv 
one party meeting at Sneeck and the oth?r at 
Leerrarden 5 and each making different La ws, and 
concluding the Subjects of the Province oblig'd 
only to obey thofe of their own constitution 
«v m an ' i 6?3 > thc Vutch bought it ad- 

rSK C ° T ^ thC §r ° fS ° f thdr AnS V OUt Of 

their own dominions, and fo joining with their 
Confederates to keep the war at as great a diftance 

of W?and %° m 3 the two Crowns 

ot trance and Spam much about the fame time 
proclaiming open war again* each othe? wnkh 

^teft?.^ notwithftanSnlrhat 
The fL ' LS ?f hoM *y had pafs'd between fhem 
the Spaniard divers ways affording considerable 

akS o an rhe t wt VM ^lan%. ££™ 
a tno the Winter was coming on, the French 

to be l P ? C 7 lnS ^ thc ^nfedck7es £gun 
tobc m good earnelt, and intended to adt more 

dSS^Kt thcm thcn «W haTStherto 
rable pkces' of f fid f dl V er * other confide- 



1 nis indeed ieems not improbable upon feveral 
accounts, and particularly becaufe the Duke of 
Luxemburg having in great haSt got together an 
Army of Eighteen or Twenty thoufand Soldi- 
ers out of the conquered places, order d his 
march directly towards France, thc Spaniard and 
Dutch with all their might obftructing his pro- 
grefs ( whereupon the French Court is reported 
to have been more then ordinarilv concern'd) 
till fuch time as four thoufand Horfe were brought 
unto him under MounSieur Schomberg from Char- 
leroy 5 for then without any tolerable opposition 
hepafs'd forward, and brought his forces to 
Paris. But notwithstanding all this, as the afto- 
nifhment of all men had been very great at the 
more then prosperous incurfion of die French 
into thefe Provinces, fo was the wonder of manv 
no lefs at their voluntary defertion of feveral 
places ftrengthned and fortified by them with 
much labour and coft 5 tho to fpeak more pro- 
perly, this was no voluntary action of theirs 
not only upon the foremention'd furmife of the 
Confederates defign, but it may be much more 
upon the great probability they found of the 
Zfnited Netherlands coming to an accord with 
England. That is now the next thing to be re- 
lated by us, and with which ( as we have al- 
ready inform d the Reader ) we ftall conclude 
this compendious account of the moft dread- 
ful and Sudden invaSion that has for feveral Ages 
been made in any part of Europe ; referring for 
fome Sieges, and many remarkable paffages in 
the courfe of this War, even to the conclusion 
ot the peace at Mmeghen in 78, ro our deicrm- 
tion of the particular Provinces and Cities. But 
before we proceed any further, we flail give a 

L u m c< ? n< 2 uer d and Strong holds, 

which were either retaken by the Dutch, orfor^ 

In Brabant 5 C reveexur, Engelenfconce, Oorte- 
Jconce. 

In Geldre and Zutphen 5 Hattem, Elbur* Har* 
dervryck, Wageningen, BommeL * 

Jort, Utrecht, Montfort. 

~ ln r¥m*? d lJ ia ? en * He *&m, Leer dam, Afpe- 
ren Tj/elfiein, Woerden, Naerden, Oudewater. 

In Eaft-Frizsland and Weft-Frizeland 5 the Er> 
lerfconce demohfli'd 3 Kuynderfconce. 

1* ln °*Pf el ^ dampen with the Sconce, Geelmuy 
den VoUenhaven, Bloclzyll, Steenwyck, 
In Drente s Meppel, Coeverden. 

fcolr, G g m T n 5 m *J c !i<*'*> Old-fccnce, Boonder- 
Jconce Nev-jconce, or Bollingwolderder-fconce. 

vezr L^t n °T • u° me to flatter end of thc 
i™\ Zf* 7 - Whlch nme dl ° thc &«td> troubles 
Uhe % T Cf - C ^ 0t abf oIuteIy terminated 

conrin^ °fr hcir f d <?mcftkk diftraaions ftiU 

Xh S d fG ^ raI p i aces "ot being recovered 
which had been taken from them by their ene- 

Md fJh ^ brou ^t to the profpec^ 

ohrin^ K Pe l ° f a hap ^ P eriod 5 ^hich they 
obtain d by that great blefling of a peace with 

England towards the latter end of February ( the 

fame " 



NETHERLANDS 



f une being proclaim'd on Feb. 24. 74, or Af*>r£ 6, 
at the Hague t, and on F<?3. 28. 74, ot March 10. 
73, at London ) an accommodation with which 
Crown they had for a long time inceflantly la- 
boured after, both by many and moft fubmif- 
Sive addreffes of their own, and by the media- 
tion of the Spanifh AmbafTador. There were 
two concessions of no fmall moment made by 
the States, in order to the facilitating of the peace • 
the hrft whereof was the Striking of the Flag' 
even by a whole Fleet of theirs to one Single 
Eng/i/b man of War, whenever they fhould hap- 
pen to meet in the Britijh Seas, which was de- 
nied by them to have been granted before by 
the Nineteenth Article of thc Treaty at Breda 
an. 166S. The other was the paumg the refo- 
ld tion for making the Stadtholderlhip Heredi- 
tary to the Prince of Orange and his Heirs male 
lawfully begotten 5 which was look'd upon as 
a coniiderable Guaranty of the peace between 
them and the Crown of Great Britain. And 
thus to the great comfort of Holland and re- 
grer of France, was there an end put to the 
war between England and the Vnited Netherlands 5 
in granting whereof at that time the wonderful 
goodnefs of his Majefty feems moSl conspicu- 
ous, the Dutch having but a little before referr'd 
the accommodation of matters to the Parliament 
of Englaiid, as Arbitrators between him and 
them 5 an action which would have been re- 
fented as an unpardonable infolence by moSl 



endow d with equal candor and Chriftian cha- 

We may well fuppofe our Netberland Neigh- 
bours not a Izttlc overjoy d at the firft news of 
this happy peace ; and indeed their own Rela- 
tors of the whole Negotiation when thev come 
thus far can write nothing but ioy and jubilee 
for whole pages together 5 by whom we are like- 
wile inform d, that the next day after word was 
brought to the Hague by an Exprefs from the 
Marquifs del Frefae, the Spamfb AmbafTador at 
London that the Peace was abfolutely conclu- 
ded there were publick thanks given to God 
in all their Churches ; a particular day of thanks- 
giving being moreover appointed ro be more 
lolemnly kept, upon which there was fuch feaft- 
lng, fuch curious and coftly Fire- works, fuch 
ringing of Bells and founding of Trumpets, 
with difcharging of Canons, and all other ufual 
expreflions ot an extraordinary jov, that the like 
was never known in any Nation upon a parallel 
account 5 fo that we may very well conclude, 
that tins Commonwealth is by full experience 
become fenfible of the great error in policy it 
committed when they thought firft of beins? in 
hoftiluy with England, and that their Gover- 
nors and Minifters of State will be more warv 
and cautious for the future, and as it is their 
grand mtereft, take no ordinary pains in culri- 
vaang the fhendffcip of this Kingdom. 
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terwards flew him. 



Ancze?it 

Inkabi- 

ta?its» 



ELD RE ( if we believe 

Xrietms ) took its name 
from an inarticulate 
nojfe refembling that 
word made by I know 
not what wild Beaft or 
Monfter, as he was 
rouz/d from under a 
Beech-tree, by two cer- 
tain Brothers who ar- 

nated froirTthe Gt^r^^ Wit dcnomi - 

rno* probablfCSS ^e Tather^t 
tJie opinion of rN^f. ,,-t V rarile r adhere to 

vincc u as fo Ln-^ h ° , fay che wh oJe Pro- 

«* and lJ£l?teto&!r e ' btLt L ° rd tfacre " 
MiS r £l c ^ m ^ ™ * S Seat of the 

make no douo K w/f / ^ 5 , and othcrs 
tranflated the SicZl j Jc, h,chcr tha , c 
he is reported bvS ? G "T* pco P !e 5 whom 

fav, That" ft f°- d ,Pf. nc "'friy 
foremenrion'd Na tio^ afn^'r ^ ^ the 
" by the BataL i and f ° me Part of 

ftrange, diat the ^? ee ^ lc cannot *"eem 

of this Province were ?r f anClent , P°^ors 
but this, that there kn^ r* n ° ° ther reaf o" 
broken and £L* £ ountr y » of 

ib appartenancS "the ^ C 35 G f Ure ^ 
it with both his grknd <£t n ? C or ] ly cut "'"S 



of C/ e&e feparatm~T cZ^' thc DutcJ V 
it from the rn^h J H lK c P° ra °n ok it 
fuch difpo^^^^^h has occaWd 

and the other Prindpahtv ^ ° f the ' one 
day undetermined ™ Clpal1 ^ 35 ^main to this 

of them inakfflg S of ^ Jted ' both 

o one of the Seven Confederate 



Provinces ; but have for above five hundred years 
been accounted one iWipahtv, and S 
thc common name of Ge/dre. Ge/ledicrTforc 
comprehending Zutphen, is bounded bv the 5 
vinces ot Holland and Vtrecht thl ? j V 

Overyff-el, Cine, 7^^^^^ 

Bunc .upon fc, p ] accs FriKp iJi £ fhc^otth 
the Zuyder.Zee Holland, and Vtrecht to ^du Twefl ' 
Sov^ce 2 bttST J° ^ C ^ ofrhis 

and /MW on the Weft ^ r ? 

t°o 2^£S t0 .° ne ^"^t antt 

read v themoft known a" d 

thmk ft til seneLliv P b^^° f theCom P^) ™ 

der to bT SSSrf in hU A™' le * V , C thc Rea - 
dK .frame and^o ^ion ^fef^ ^ 

thv^nVt a^T-^ heal- 

time Prov nces thf £ 3 " d dle , other mari " 
Councrv bur«f a uP 8 , not onI ^ «n Mand 

all forts of "rain £ frUltfbI ' and bears 

rich pafture aro,^.i UJldln f ? moreover with 
dro v P c s rfSSdSyS? -h-h account great 
and FrizelLJfJ- 1 7 brou Sbt out of Dea- 
Soodnefs SfficL? be faCf en d here. But the 
th.s Proving fo^ nl r" 0 , 1 . CqUal in aI1 P arrs « f 

lies upon a gravel ^ P ° r ? on of thc 
Woods, a P nd bSS^ff d ^ B ' of Heaths, 
affording only Tu rf « k 5 ■ 8r ? t . dcal morc 
any fort of cultivat/on Y be "l S un& fo ^ 

by the neighblrJio^ Ye ^ hcreit is befriended 

the ^ ) it is r c C n «» d «tefn c Or border of 
pleafant Meadows The *. ? I arsC and 
generally very ftAfifSS^^aSgft^ 

ducini? 




■ 




I 

» 

f 




NETHERLANDS. 



1071 

bi- 



ducing no great quantity of Corn, by rcafon of 
its more level and moorifh fituation. 

The Geldrians have been for fcveral ages ac- 
counted a warlike people, exceeding in courage 
and martial exploits many of their neighbour 
Nations 5 the caufes whereof are fuppos'd to be 
not only their proper genius and natural difpo- 
fition, but the want of riches among them, which 
as it is the confequence of their fmal! application 
to trade, Co does it neceffitate a great part of the 
inhabitants to feck a fubfiftince by their fervice 
in the Wars. Befides this, rhoft of their Dukes 
were formerly embroiTd in perpetual quarrels 
with their neighbours, by which means their 
Subjects became fo inur'd to War, that they 
feem'd wholly taken off from trade and civil 
employments 5 being highly efteem'd, but efpe- 
cially their Cavalry, over all Europe. It was 
not therefore without reafon that * Charles the 
Fifth was no fooner poflefs'd of this Province, 
but he took care to have all Geldrzans excluded* 
his Armies 5 hoping by that means to enervate 
the genius of the people, and fecure this new 
acqmr'd Principality to his Children and Suc- 
cefiors 3 tho he mift of his defign in both ref- 
pects, for not only the beft part of this Duke- 
dom did fome years after renounce all obedi- 
ence to his Son Philip the Second of Spain, but 
the people joining with thofe of the Union? have 
been fince fo frequentlv exercis'd with wars, that 
they feem to have loft little of their ancient 
martial difpofition. Several of them apply 
diemfelves to Learning, but ( if we believe Con- 
nngius) they are then out of their wav, being 
naturally made for War rather then Letters, and 
Jiavmg much better fuccefs in the field then in 
the Schools. The Families of their NoMitr 
are of great honour for the atchievements of 
their Anceftors 5 but they are alfo very nume^ 
rous upon which account, as well as the pover- 
ty of the Country ( the principal reafons whereof 
are already given ) very few of them enjov con- 
stable poffetfions. The common people are 
iaxi by fome to be tolerablv indubious and very 
courteous 5 andas they are next neighbours to the 
n Germans , fo may they well be fuppos'd 
to come pretty near them in manners and cu- 
stoms. Conringius fays, the Geldrzans arc not 
io contentious in matters of Religion, nor fo 
much divided m opinion, as their neighbours, 
which may perhaps be partly imputed to thefbre- 
iaid wane of commerce among them, hnce it 
nas ot iace years been obferv'd in our Northern 
^ountries, that the trading part of a Nation has 
prov d always moft turbulent and &ctious 

Geldre in the next ages to Charles the Great, 
was under a certain Hereditary Governor, whom 
Authors call by the name of Advocate, and 
guardian or Tutor. To thefe fucceeded Baris, 
and to them Dukes 5 till at length it came from 
cL / £ c St P Z "£**< I J into the poneflion of 
1 lh r C / ,fth ' , and him » *teli t the 

th?l buc revolnn S together with 

been ,t C V Pr ° VmCCS ' f hc 1x11 of k h *> 

unSr ^ F n 11 ^ CXC ^ pt becw een 1*50 and 1*72, 

S/r C ?r ? C ^ of °™& e * as Stadtholders, or 
§ri Tr,? ^ tcd Evinces. The firft 
the £a nt W l S ° th ? Earl of Naffam, an. 1 o 79} 



Hig 



Wn f £ P /" ^ Wccn ]^^d Charles the Fifth, 

f on to Phzlzp of Burgundy, whofe Father was the 
r ^'?^^«of married to Mart 

the only Child of Charles of Burgundy 5 in right 
of whom the Emperor laid clam to theSovo- 
xmgnty of this Province, which at length, by 
two Treaties, the one at Gorcum 152^, the other 
at Grave 1436, was confirmed to him and his 
Heirs, in cafe the other fhould happen to dye 
without lawful ifTue. But notwithftanding the 
faid agreement , William of Cleve , with the 
confcnt of Duke Charles himfelf, was publicly 
admitted as Duke of the Province by the States 
thereof, between whom ( upon the death of the 
laid Charles, which happen d on the firft day of 
Aug. an. 1 S39X the Emperor, and the Prince of 
Lorrazn, Charles of Egmond's Sifters Son, the right 
to this Principality was for fome time contro- 
verted- The Emperor urg'd the feveral Sales, 
e.eflions, and Renuntiations made to him and his 
Anceftors 5 and that if William the Son of Ge- 
rard of Juliets, Nephew to Adolphus ( who claim'd 
as next Heir-male, even before Arnold of Egmond) 
had any Title to this Dutchy, it was efcheated 
to nim and the Empire, both for want of the 
uiual Invefhture which ought to have been had 
and becaufe the faid William was deceas d with- 
out either Sons or Heirs male. Lorrain pretended 
that this Principality defcended to him by Here- 
ditary Succeffion from Charles of Egmond 5 endea- 
vouring be fides rorlreng then his Title bv certain 
Contracts and Compofitions. The Duke of Cleve 
lent his Ambauador to the Diet at Franc furt, who 
there exhibited an Inftrument declaring the Ti- 
tle of his Matter to the Dutchy of Geldre h to 
winch he laid claim as the only true Heir of Mary 
the Daughter of the forefaid William 5 and as 
having been folemnly and publicklv admitted 
bv the States of the Province, with the confcnt 
or the prefent pofleflbr, Charles of Egmond, and 
without either fraud or force of Arms. Then 
were the Rights and Titles of his Anceftorsin- 
lilted upon, as rhe Inveftiture granted bv the Em- 
peror Maximilian upon the death of Reynold the 
Fourth ( who left no nTue ) to Adolphus of J u - 
Izers, Uncle to die foremention'd Gerard 5 after 
which was urg'd the Oath of Allegiance made 
to him by the States of the Country, and the 
Sentence given by the Emperor and the States 
ot the Empire againrt the Ufurper Arnold, and 
m behalf of the forefaid Adolphus, from whom 
this Dukedom defcended to Gerard his Bro- 
thers Son, and from him to William the Father 
of Mary, Mother of tliis William, the prefene 
Duke of Cleve, and true Heir, as was pretended, 
to the Dukedom of Geldre. But notwithftand- 
ingthis fair Tide, and the urgent fupplications 
made to the Imperial Diet that they would in- 
tercede in behalf of Cleve, and recommend his 
caufe to the Emperor, the Title to this Princi- 

otherwife in a fhort time decided; 
for the Emperor Charles coming with a power- 
ful Army out of Italy, quickly redue'd his Com- 
pedtor to that extremity, dm he was fore d hum- 
bly to beg Cefars pardon in his Camp before 
Venlo 5 utterly renouncing all Title to Geldre and 
Zutphen, and freely difcharging the inhabitants 

- m m- mi mi 



nrU~ ? ■ , iu i^narzes Ol iSurgundv 

who leaving behind him only a DaughterSd 
StaS to ^^miUan of Auftri a> the 

£l f - 1C e C0Ui1 ^ f€ndin S ^ Charles of 

2^ fon of Adolph, and Grandfon of 

tion Fr 1 nce > wich a r ° Iemri ™ugura- 

Srl ^Tv 1 nd r a ^owledg'd him Duke of 
dre ^ d of Zutphen. Hereupon there 

Netherlands. 



of the Country of the Oaths bv which they had 
afiur'd him of their fidelity and fubje<aion. 

The States of this Province did former! vcon- 
fift of three Members, vz\ the Barons or Nobles, 
and the Knights of the Prince 5 the Governors of 
theCountry Diftriclrs $ and the Deputies of the 
Cities. Among the firft , the Barons of Berghe, 
Btonchorft, Baer, and Wyfch^ took place of the 
reft, and were in higheft efteern with their 
Princes; Of the fecond Order, there was for- 
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mcriy no certain number, being more or Fewer 
according ro the pleafure of the Prince 5 but 
afterwards certain particular Families came to 
be reckon'd among them 5 as alfb at length 
fome principal Citizens , and others of the better 
rank and quality. Tho the Provincial States 
coniifted of thefe, yet the four chief Cities were 
accounted the main pillars and fupports of the 
publick liberty, defending not only the other 
Cities, but all pairs of the Country from the 
incroachments of their Princes. De Laet tells 
us, that it was agreed upon by folemn com- 
pact made between Duke Arnold and the States 
an. 144.T, as afterwards an. 1471 between the 
Deputies of the States and the Cities of Nime- 
ghen, Zutphen, and Arnheim, that if the Prince 
ihould injure or wrong any of his Subjects, the 
party gnev'd Ihould make his complaint to the 
principal City of the Quarter whereunto he be- 
long d the Magiftrates of which City Ihould be 
obiig d to apply themfelves to the Prince, and 
defire redrefs for the injur'd perfon ; which not 
being granted in the fpace of rwo months the 
laid City Ihould take care to have all the Reve- 
nues of the Prince arifing within its Quarter 
feu d upon and detained 5 the like obligation ly- 
ing upon the next Quarter, upon notice given 
if the Prince Ihould perfift in his oppreffion and 
mjuftice. At this day all the Nobles that have 
Eg? or Lordftips in the Province have 

rhl Iw "1 <? mple mtotms us Seflion among 
the Provincial States, one half whereof is com- 

are deouSlT 3 dl °, fomC CCrtain P^ns 
Zl „fh t b L thcm to the States General, yet 
any of the Nobles of Geldre may have place there 

i?tellI J uf T d thdr 

S,ri • \ dlat there 15 much more of new 
Nobility m this then m any other of die Vri% 

r™»ces, which he fays happens by reafon of 

PurJf f ty 3nd P rer ogative defcendmg t o the 
Purchafcrs together with the Lands and Man 
iiours to which they acquire a right. The Swtes" 
of the Province are convened by the StaffihoUer 

ofott! 1 h V,ncial Senate or ^5 fffie See 

otOravge having at prefent as full and 2 

Anlft aUch °r ic y 35 any of his "ifoSul 
£"s rr u^ ^ Cnj ° y ; d *? ma »ers of th^ nature 
S r fomc placK tld^ ° f 'if P ™ s ^ 

$S SlB 

the reft of £ ^1 S^^^gC 
of the Ciues af mat f " ^ C Govem ment 

find it in Aitfeml f 5 f ° r ( as Wc ^ewife 

5^ c2K&^^^ *» the 

Cities of this Proving / atates to the voting 
Deputies ) that d^cL&K of 
rifons, or their M^rTC^ ° f Gar - 
t«re keep the Keys of th£ °^ d noc for the fu- 
ford, but that the famT^^t' J S ive the 
Magiftrates of each CitV r/^ 1x5 donc bv rhe 
military Officers beLr^,!^ po * cr of their 
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'whom both thr «1S mc Magiihra, 



r f" a /pot m Garrifon 
themfelves hv 



Oath to be faithful and true. This indeed Cccm'A 
to be done upon a found principle of prudence 
and caution, and ( had there been ground 7 
have fufpecled their Milida ) would & f ° 
fwer'd the Queftion x&& cuftoditt ipf os Cufiod^'. 
but I think the fuccels has fince come far 
of the expectation 5 nor were their Garrifon, in 
72 thereby fecur'd from the fatal effeSSfS? 
ruption and treachery. This is certain, thatX 
oppofition made then by moft placed of £ 
Province againft the French was fo foiall and 
that made by the Groningers againft AfJnL r 
brave and remarkable, rifat by°a pubhc f > 5 
the States General, paft on the daf 
of April 74, it was decreed, that *«S£*X 

0/ r/, e goodfirvues and faithful valour oftbelorl 
the States of the City and Land of Craning^* 
theyjhould have a fecond place ( thar is tloTte 
PUties ) in the Council of State) fo that Tafrt 
Said Province of Gelderland, which hithrrt* t, fl 
there, fhould hereafter have but one 

^dS-^Tl d -l e - Um u ° f d ? e reftauration of the 
Stadtholderfibip, the prefent Prince of 

^as preferred with the Soveraign"^ of tlfe 
vmce, and mtreatcd to accept rh/ciLZ 
the Names and Titles of Duke of Und ? 
Earl of Zutphen, which he ve^y gL^L*!? 
fafmg, made it fufficiently evidenf ^ fvZ ,r„£~ 
moft pre;udiced Z^/J,, ffij wis notl" 
grafp a fupreme power themfelves blf m 
tlie Liberty of an opprefs'd peorie rhtl )?" 
ceiiors had been fo lavift of thSr W ^ An J 
treafure. But about the W time W ° od J and 
to a refolution formerly rfe^ 

wl^adS; P d^ce^n°tl^^^^^^^^ 
of this Pta^.^^^JgtacT 

being continued in Office. The oriS™! r 
where this change was made i lEi f' ^ P £ ces 

Nimeghen, Tiel, Bont^FufplenBoe^ rf Cn 

^ G «//, Ar\heil%r£Zif' wl? 
gentngen, Hattem, and ^/w' W ^ Wa Sr 

and whereunto ( L fo^^ff f he Ur "°«> 

merly added by \he PrSce as ^ WCre f T 
tbe nomination of eaci ^^^"5^ ^ 
vernor and riie reft of rh^ rvf F -i y , ™ c G °- 

other thin- rdL nl ^ ° Urt ' to Sether with 

^/,and other s,th t fn^reofl°f C ™ i *£™> De 
did n 0t on l y Xw buSlr^ und ««fafl8» 
large upon fuch Suh££ SC tbem > to be more 

po?tionabIe We fS, C31 ? n0t daim a P r °- 
ploical. P C 111 a work Principally Geogra- 

maSer thefamTtW °1 thc P' dcs b eing in a 
ffiall not 4^ r ; ~ r^T' ^ p rovin?es 3 we 
any of them e^JrrU^ m our accounc of 
unto we refer the rL^ ^ f Am ^"m> where- 

both 
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both in their Cities and Country. 

Thc place of greateft Truft, and that which 
is moft honourable in their Cities, is the Office 
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word ( according to Conringius ) fignifies either 
the Governor and Defender of the Citizens or 
the Governor of the Caftle or grand Fortrefs of 
the City, they being call'd by the Latin writers 
of the middle Age Burgimagijlri 5 andBorch or 
Burg importing the fame in Dutch as the Greek. 
™r/&, from whence it is certainly deriv'd. The 
Contois Duty and Prerogative is, 1. To defend 
rhe Pnviledges of the City, and take care that 
no man violate or infringe them. 2. To infoecT: 
preferve, and improve the publick Income - to 
tarm out the City Lands and Waters, and to 
be careful and vigilant in all things that concern 
its conftant Revenue. 3 . In times of dearth to 
fee that fufficient quantities of Corn be provi- 
ded for the whole body of the Citizens. 4. To 
command in chief over the ftanding Militia of 
the City, that is, the trained and arm'd Burghers 
5. To furmfh the City, if need be, with Arms,' 
and all forts of Ammunition. 6. To keep the 
Keys of the City. 7. And to give the watch- 
word not only to the Citizens but in fome places 
to the Garrifon Soldiers, ( the cafe ftood thus 
wncn Conringius wrore, and continued fo till 
1*72 1 but 1 fuppofe that and the like innova- 
tioas have oeen fince abolilh'd ). 8. Together 
witii the Senators or Efchevins to adminifter 
w^a 9 r u ° e - v , carI ^ choic e of Church- 

Un» A $ ( A h,S r h ° lds , C ¥ ay ia thc Evince of 
Holland ) O verfeers of thc Poor, and of Hofpi- 

tals and Almshoufes, <°rc. 
unors. Next to the Confuls or Burgomafters are the 

Senators or Councel lors, call'd by them Raede* 
and Kaets-heeren ; who together with the others 

litem th?n C th atC ^ P °? ■? mattcrs rSt re'! 
iate to the public weal of the City , nodiing 

being refolv d upon or determin'd but by ffi! 
Plurality ot Suffrages. In feverai Cities they 
nave the authonty of an ordinary Judg , and for 

the better adminiftration of Civil JuffiS S 
offfie S place. ^ ™ ** ^ thofe 

Inppos d as ancient as the times of Charles the 
treat, who (as Aineas Sylvius obferves) an. 

*°he vtJifAT t 1 We Pt alia bcarin - th if namfe. 

1 tie Dutch call them Schepenen, and thev are in 

the language of the oldW^calfd irl wfSch 
vtwd ^figmhes a Judg. And indeed in fome^arts 
of the Confederate Belgium, none others bear 

bod^avt. bUt /^ 3S8i r J" d gmentm Caufe 
narinn?^ ^Criminal, prefide at all exami- 
nations, even fuch as are taken by rack and 

f^ CUre J and are entrufted with the power of 
Offl^ 1 i deat ^ In manv ^ ces thcfe bear the 

Office alfo of Senators, bang chofen yearly, or 
once n two years out of that other body /and 
caH 5 , that , have n ot fuffrage in the Senate, are 
Sri? & ■ the . name of VW-Scbepenen. In fe- 
vfn^L 1CS r°, f ^ o/W n «rnber of theEfche- 

a re mom ° 5 ™ fomC ° thcrs tfacre 

poS 1C K Sc i? OUt . ( Calld in Latin Scultetus ) is fup- 
tron? Vi i° r T% S , Beca ? us to be fo denominated 

it ^ dcbts ' t,la£ ^ r^ putting of pub- 

aL ,V ? execution; and altho fome ages 

nf t U r7 W S fd d ?? oecd 311 °rHce of a different 
is a u at th , IS day among the Helvetians 

( t£ c i to hlm ^t prcfides in their Councils 5 
f^T moreover in many Cides of the 

Uzxir T lands - adminiftring an Oath to the 
Magnates) yet is his bufinefi and authority 



little more then what mav Cm,„ c ■ 
the Decrees and Co^Llf^ di'efo^emf 
Power and feems to referable our Sheriff^ 
England If there be (as I think there is ffi 
fome places ) a Judicial power committed to 

the F Z " ame \° U , Id fecm to comc from 
the French Efcouter, which fignifies to hear™ 

may imply a power to determine 5 for m have 
the hearing of a caufe does plainly import fo 
much in Englifi, aAd a Scout in an Trmv is 
certainly fo call'd from his heark W and Tift 
mng to difcover the approach of an E^emv. In 
moft of dieir Cities the Schout ( for I foppofo 

Conringius means him by Pr*ter) is a tended 
by an inferior Officer, call'd an Ldrtchouc 

aX;^ ° Ut ? iC is t0 a PPrehend Cri^ni- 
na Is ; and differs not from our Bayhffs or Catch- 

of R Vv| a i th ° they £ aVe alfo the Office 
of Bayhf} among them, being much the fame 

as to power and bufinefs in the Country as^he 
Schout is in their Cities. 

Ir i rbofc Ci"" ^bich have a foil Senate call'd 
the Vroed-Scbap with Confulsand Efchevins die 
fon£ C l°r f J^^re generally confirts of the 

£ P , ' th c I 11110 bcm , s > thc E^bevins, and 
the Pr*tor or Schout 5 who according to Conrin- 
gius in fome refpea may be accounted the Head 
or Prefident of the Courr 5 the Confuls being 
only equal to the Efchevins, altho in the Courf 
they are feared above them. In other places 
(as ,n fome parts of Geldre, in Overyfel, and Gro- 
ntngen ) where thefe diftincl: Orders of Magi- 
ftrates are not known, their Courts of Tuftfce 
are differently compos'd, according to the va- 
riety of Officers in their feverai Cities 

nv „i Dr . oflart > fomedmes caJI'd Droft, inma- 
hff u S not L dlfi erent from the inferior Bay- 
hff of others j but m fome he eniovs a Wer 

P i° W £\ and ? not onl y an ordinary Juftitiary in 
It* D U IlC l fr T , WhenCC he has bis denomffia^ 
S J? Ut h u S Chc hrs , er authority of thofe grand 
Bayhffs, who are endoWd with very confidera- 
ble jurffdiftion in cafes both Civil and Crimi- 
nal Grinijion fays, that the Office of Drofard in 

Brabant is the fame with that of a Provoft Mar- 

In fome of their Countries is the Office of 
Rowaerd, Roe-Waerd, or Ruart, which fignifies Re- 
gent ; which name was anciendv apply'd to 
die fupreme Governors of Provinces, who were 
look d upon as die Confervators of the public 
peace. The Ruart formerly , but efpeciallv in 
Holland, was appointed by the Provincial Eftates, 
as Guardian or Protector of their Earls whilftin 
their mmomy 5 or when they happen'd by fome 
namral defect, orotherwife, to be incapadtated 
for the Government. At prefent there is little 
difference between him and the Bayliffi of whom 
we have fpofcen already. 

The Office of Marefchal is found only in the 
Diocefs of Vtrecbt } and the word denotes a 
Maftcr of the Horfe, to whom, tho formerly the 
Bilhops of that Diocefi gave the command of 
fuch military forces as were rais'd in their re- 
spective Diftndls ( fo that they feem to have 
born fome refemblance to the Marefchals of 
trance fince the time of Charles the Great ) vet 
are they at prefent only a fort of fupenor Bay- 
lifts, to whom other inferior Officers of the like 
nan ire are fub/edr, and by whom the Efchevins 
or Sheriffs are fworn to take care that the peo- 
pJe J? av S. a regular adminiftradon of JufticeT 

J_ he Grietman is a Magiftrate almoft peculiar 
to trtzeland } being a fort of fupreme Jufticiary, 
with jurifdijaion over feverai Villages ; who not 
only imprifons malefadtors, but together with 
lis Afleflors tries, condemns, and punilfces them 

according 
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Forefter, 



Dyck- 
Crave. 



Divifton, 



according to the nature of their crimes, with 
mulcts and other penalties and inflictions. Hir 
Office is much the fame who in the Omlands it 
call'd a Redger, and in the neighbouring Coun- 
try exercifes the fame kind of power, either by 
delegation or by his own proper right. With 
the Grietman as well as the Redger is joind ano- 
ther Officer, call'd a Wedd-man^ who is not only 
a Minifter of Juftice, but oftentimes in the na- 
ture of an inferior Judg 5 tho for the moft part 
the main of his bufinefs be to apprehend and fe- 
cure malefactors. The Office of Forefter, call'd 
the Hout-Vorfier, is of great antiquity, and of no 
fmall honour among them, being ufually cho- 
fen out of their higheft Nobility 5 whofe bufi- 
nefs is diffidently exprefs'd by his name, and who 
is to look after the prefervation of the Game 5 
acting not arbitrarily, but according to certain 
Laws and Orders prefcrib'd him by the Province 
whereunto he belongs. 

The Djrek-Grave y takes care that their Dikes 
be kept constantly in good repair, and in a ca- 
pacity of refilling the fury of Tides and Tem- 
pefts 3 according to whofe difcretion the depth 
and thicknefs of their Sea-banks and other 

are determined 5 power being <*i- 
ven them, together with their Afliftants or Coun- 
cillors the Heem-Raden, if they judg it necefTary, 
to fummon the neighbouring Country and fee 
them to work, and to punifli feverely fuch as are 
refractory and obey not their orders. Of their 
Curators of Pupils, their Jurats, and fome other 
kinds of Officers, we may have occafion to give 
an account as they fhall occur hereafter. 

The Province of Geldre is divided into four 
parts call'd Quarters and Tetrarchies, and ta- 
king their denomination from its four principal 
Ones, viz, Nimeghen, Ruremund, Zutphen, and 
Arnbeim 3 the States whereof, either jointly and 
together, being conven d by the Governor or 
the Provincial Senate 5 or feparately in their 
dimnct Quarters, when fummon d by the Senate 
of their refpedbve head Cities 5 enter into coj> 
ftiltation, and come to refolutions concerning 
the moft weighty affairs of the Province. Each 

7nr£?£ y 15 ^divided into feveral Diftricfs or 
J urifdicftions, belonging cither to their Cities or 
hereditary Lordfhips. 9 ° r 

r7 h f S Uat u? °\ Nim ?&™ ( which in their 
Grand AfTemblies has always the precedence of 
the others ) comprehends three Cities, SS? 
Tiel and Bommel, to which were formerly ad- 
ded Grave, Leerdam, and Buren y but feparated 

or Charles of Fa 

mond; the Village Gente in the Upper Beta* (which 
an. 1 S o6 was given in Fee by the forefaid rVWA, 
to Henry of Gente) having fuffta^e ifo iff£* 

met Ages among the Cities. Their larser 
vernment or Country Diftncb, Z e thf k£~ 
dom of Nimeghen , the Betakes , Uppei £fd 

Junfdidtion between the Mofe Tnd thefe/ 
and the Jurifdicbon of Refay and Fenay (Bl7J 

fcverafc^f? ^ RheLy) 5 in^U wnLhS 
leveral Caltles belonging to their anrifnr u 

B*ZTt%*> G ^sbeecl ^ n f; e j 

Batterborgb, Horfum, Luer Oven Df^o f ' 

fer Cities are GeidrTlZ^ W ItS 
tarns eight, comprehend^g^^th"^: 
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laid Cities $ thefe are the Diftricl: of Rojfel, G f 

Geldre, Mont fort, Krieckenbeeck., Stralen, Wach- 
tendonck., Erkslens, and Middelaer. The JefTer 
and hereditary JurilHicTrions are, Vierfen Hurfl 
Lentb, Well, Aferden, Blienbeeck., Walbeec'k , Aerl 
len, Gribenforft, Blittersvcyck,, Mirloo, Elmpt,Stef~ 
fensweert, Hillenrade, Swalmen, Aflel, and'G«i- 
tern. 

The third Quarter of Geldre is made by the 
County or Earldom of Zutphen, which has lite- 
wife its denomination from its head City. The 
Ieffer wall'd Towns, which have vote among 
their Eftates, uteDoesburg, Botecum, Locchem, and 

? tvI^I Cou ?,i? r Territ °V « divided into 
four Diftricts, calld Droften-Ampt van Zutphen 
Scholten-Ampt -van Zutphen, Richter-Ampt van 
Doesburgb, and Droften-Ampt van Bredefofd- and 
as many Baronies, viz. that of Berghe (which 
bears the Title of a County it felf, havine un- 
der it the Town 's Heerenbergb ) with thofe others 
of Broncborft, Baer, and Wifcb. It was contro- 
verted in the time of Janfon, and probably ma v 
be fo to this day, between the Lord of Anholt 
and the Munflerians, whether the Lordlhips of 
Borkelo and Anbolt ought to be reckon'd within 
tins Tetrarchy. 

The fourth Quarter is that of Arnheim, thc 
chief City whereof bears the fame name. Thofc 

of an inferior rank being Harderwyck. , Elburo 
Waggenmgen, and Hat tern, There are two lar- 
ger Country Jurifdicfions contain d in it, viz. 
tfie Velaw, and the Veluwe-zpom, or skirt of the 
Vein 5 and two lelTer ones, Oldebroeck, and iVey- 
broeck. There are likewife in this Quarter two 

jurifdiclaon viz, Dorenweert and Rofendaei, and 

as many with Civil Jurifdiaion, call'd Scherpen- 

zeel and Huevlaken. * 

Icon's Catalogue and Succeffion of the Earls 
and Dukes of Geldre ( tho confiderably different 

Z^vf P e JT pothers) runs mus: 

Earl of Nafarr obtained, about the year 
i o 7?, from the Emperor Henry the Fourth, then 
at Franc furt upon the Afe«r, the Title and In- 
V^ftiture of Earl of Geldre and Zutphen Ms feft 

tor £rJf °i ^ laft G "ardian or Tu- 

afmrt h h , $ fe ^ ond ' was Daughter 

2 GerW the Son of Otho, (by his firft Wife 

fit; aS n her f Kl] "£> married 

the 3 bSX tilC f G T W - marri ^d 

outVuf ^ ? Son ^ with- 

and K^JRSl ^ 

lhLu"Z t It £T£ -Son * 5 the fordaid 



Duies cj 

Geldrs. 



Firft D«k 



<4 ™ *• ft - 

ried 
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ried to William the fourth, Earl ^ of Juliers. He vins imorifon'd h.= Fo^^ r • >j • < 
took to Wife Catharine, Daughter of Albert cipflit^ P i f^J".^' fciz d "P°n the Prin- 
Duke of and Earl of Holland, anddfod it^W^ of J* ^ ^7 7 i - 

without iffue m. t 4 o 2 . ' dom bf nl? cjaim'd this Dukc- 

x i. the fourth, Brother of the fore- took S&ffi?£T ^ ^ £ ^ </ ' and 

faid VZffio* and Duke of /^V«and Ge/^e. He he «,ndnSS, ^ ^ fS^ n f ' u wher «n 

hkewife deceafed without iffue 1423. "f S ut^i^hT 3 ^? m chc . B attcl 

, 2 . of Egmond, Son of Mar/the Wife famf yea^' P ^ ° f m the 

of John Lord of Egmond, and confequentlv Grand- t< Mar» rh<» r»=..,«>t, M , ~<-/~/ » i-n 

fon to Joan Sifter of ^W,/ William the la^S&^S* of 

r*o laft Dukes of G*/^ (/ or «vfcV£ information win 2 t of could not ob- 

the Dukedom of Geldre z bein^ imDrifon'd anH ru i u F 

barbaroufly us'd by his Son and after- JgS °f f S "T / * «- S ° n L of 

wards fet at liberty bv C&irfc the Warhke Dute Te ° f ?r U > CaU d , by the Statcs of 

of Burgundy, he made over his PrincSS If ^frlfl . T^^' and recogmz'd Duke 

G^fnd "Zutphen to the faiT^fwTich SSS^f ^ ° f ^ He ^ witfa " 

a7proi 0 a n 4n y of SSJ^gl^Sh ^ of ^tf^ *« d ^ • 

Never was impatient ambiSTfo plainly 5 ^ a^J^^^l?^' 1 . » 4 r 

prefs'd as bv this 4fa&6, for when CW« the S, n/ • ^1 f .^"P^V «> the 

Warlike of Burgundy would upon^ very Lod Fifth an r£i "t rw"^?* 1 ^" thc 

terms have reconciled him toTs Fathef he % " a d ' d to . h « Son 

anf^d to this effea ^ Gelled & t S°of ^uSffftSnSS 

* 
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HE City of Nimegben 
( which gives name to 
the firft Quarter of Gel- 
dre) is fuppos'd , not 
without reafon, to be 
that Oppidum Bataz/o- 
rum, of which Tacitus 

makes mention in the 
firft Book of his Hiftory, 

> and which became the 

.Metropolis of the Batavians(by whom 'twas built) 
upon their firft feating themfelves in the Country- 
from whence alfo Civilis, after a fatal overthrow 
given him by the Romans, fled with his Army into 
the JHand or the Batavi 5 for the City which he 
then quitted mutt have flood upon the left fide of 
the Waal above its confluence with the Mojkand 
below the divifion of the whole body of the 
Rhine at Schenksconce. As for the name, the ter- 
mination fhewsit to be of a Celtick origine • but 
the true and certain derivation of it I think is 
hardly known The flory of I know not what 
Magus, is Icofcd upon by all ferious Authors to 
be but an idle dream 5 the appellation ha vine as 
appears from Ptolemy and others, formerlv be- 

^ 4 Qric ^ thoat P^fent it be ap- 

propriated to this. The mod proper fignifica- 
tion of the word is a new Fort, or Firtrdg Male 
or Magen as Cluverius tells us, fignifying a Fof t 

Rotomagps, Sitomagus,<&c. denoting originally fo 
many Itrong Holds, with their feveraldiflm^ 

well K,I> tVI T l0 ^ ° f ^rd we may very 

ftao^H-^^^ C the greater 
iter of the High Dutch tongue that ever wrote ) 
is fatisfied therewith. wrote; 

ncignoounng Countries fuffer'd 



their Names as well as Laws and Rulers, Ni- 
megben acknowledged no other Lords then the 
the Kings of Auftrafia, or the Emperors. The up- 
per part of the adjoining Ifland ( which to this 
day is call'd the Betuwe and Betaw ) retaining 
more of its ancient name then moft Countries 
in Europe. Charles the Great repair d the Caflle, 
built by the ancient Bat avians, and madeufeof 
it for one of his three Palaces, the other two 
I as fame writers tell us) being at Aix la Cba- 
pelle and at Theonville. Certain it is, that both 
he and Lewis the Pious, as alfo the fuccccding 
Emperors for four Ages together, frequendy 
refided here, not only keeping feveral great and 
tolemn Feftivals but holding the Convention of 
-fcitates in this place. Afchafnaburgenfis under the 
year 1 046 , calls the fbrefaid Caflle a Princely 

Palace of wonderful and incomparable work, ' The 

lame was again repair'd by Frederic the firft, fur- 
nam d Ahenobarbus, an. 1 1.55, as appears by a Go- 
thic mfcnption remaining there to this day ( ex- 
cept the Marble has been lately tranflated hence 
to the Stadtbuys) which runs thus.: 

Antio milleno peftquam folus eft data feelo, 
Centeno junKo, quinquageno quoque quinto, 
Cxfar tn Orbe fitus Fridericus fads amicus 

i^pjum confraSum, vetus in nihil ante redaSium 

-Arte mtore pari reparavit opus Neomagi, 
Julius m P r tmo tamen extitit . 

Impar paafico reparatori Friderico 



In this Palace, about ten years after, was born 

2 ™Zh tl r le Q Son jr an J d Succeflbr of the faid Frede- 

Z'^fft T rederi - c Sccond (* e that 
PS' Pledges wh ich are enjoy'd 

tvirh PC ^ al >9 n f S } and Grandfon HeJy the 
rh I ' i nd ? W d thls Cit y of Nimeghen with 
£d Rl § h ; s % Liberties, and Immunities as 
IS r ^ onfcrr d "thet upon Aix- la Chapelle 
tfT r d "If . a bnd of new Rome, and Head 

of rf f 5^^. Countries ) or any other City 
ot tne Empire whatlbever. 

Among 
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Among their higheft priviledges ( omittin°- 
rJiat of Coining, and the other of /topping all 
Wines brought down the Rhine,and obliging the 
owners to expofe them to faIe 5 of which fome Dutch 
writers fay they find no public Record) are reo 

give definitive fentence in cauies 
Criminal as well as Civil, without appeal either 
to the Emperor, or any other Power, or Judi- 
cature, unlefs in fome lands of Civil caufes, which 
exceeds the value of an hundred and fifty Crowns 
in which there lies an Appeal to Aix la Chapelle 
by way of Revision 5 but ftill fo that to make a 
fcntcncc valid it muft be approv'd of by the 

t Citizens enjoy 



2 



the full right of hunting and fifliing within 
their own Territory. They are notoblig'd to 
march out of the City except the Conful lead 
them 5 nor it he do, to go fo far that thev can- 
not conveniently return home the fame ni°ht 
Thoroughout the whole Roman Empire they* 
em'or an abfoluce immunity from all manner 
of Taxes and Impofitions 5 which exemtion 
lias been confirm d unto them by the Letters 
of feveral Emperors , and in a more efpecial 
manner by thofe of Charles the Fourth ; to which 
was added the Golden Charter or Bull Thefe 
are of an elder date 5 but there are feveral con- 
hderable immunities enjoy'd by them unto this 
day 5 luch as ; particularly is their paving no Cu- 
itom or Tollage upon any part of the Mofe - 
110 people in all thefe Countries having been ob- 
fcrv d more tenacious of their Rights and Privi- 
ledges, for in this place were ( as is reported 
by fume ) an. 1 566 the firft attempts made 
( tno m a feditious manner) towards therecoverv 

ruin d by the tyranny of the Spani/h Edicts • 
which being riTucd forth for the a^prehenfion of 
all perfons fufpeclred of Here/Te, u^iout anv re- 
gar, nad to pnviledge or exemtion, fo highly 

dS^ th f e f N J me ^ tiiat they not onW 
dearoy d all the Statues and Images in the 

r£t\ r f IO haVC b f« un ac and Ant- 

«*rp) to thofe innumerable acts of Sacnlcd-e 
comm :cced about the fame time throughout 

in % C T UnCS - J} US is cercain ' that Sz^oVs 
in Nmieghen was before all others ( W V. i„ Au . 



IS M- C JZfi d } ' ear r } a PP r °Pn'ated by order of 
RShtnn ' CO thc CXCIClfc of che Rcform'd 

xicuacion then tnat of this Citv - the -rean^ 
Ser^t fer \ dS ? P ° n BVC ^ Hills ^ 

t'd Zc hi, ;S ° ender6er &h *c fhape of its circu m- 
r u' -r ■ 1 ^ W makes the ftnng. Towards 

Rivu]-« ^ Srcat " um bet of Springs and 

W and S ° P E 0fKe flde > the Co "™*y ^ 

Places cS' C °7 r d T ,th T rces , in fome 
Norl C tn "fe r S GardenS and Corn-fields, 
and other kTi th 5 ? an - v S P ires and Towers, 
a "d V& 1 fc SS l 0f r thc cir 5 u ^ent Towns 
CitizenT ^1' I 5 L? 1 .^^ ?nd diverting to the 

Boats and V^-,f L deS ' 1< ?K down u P on the 
Rive« Tif]h£ S Aac pafs along in four feveral 

^412/ ^%,^ f ° ) Aat is, the 

f^l_. ft ? ^ a , a/ > Jhe Rhine, and thc 7^/ ; the paf- 



that is, to the North and Northwrft ,T*i • 
manner exposed to view at thp f™ ' ad In 

verall ^ ^ ^£*c^g% its fe . 

ofdta rit hLTy? Gat^ ^ W ° f ^ 

7r i ftas ftve ^^tes towards the LanW 

favs hur fiV^ u 1 ( /"Wt/oa tells us, tho£/eaa 
*^ t %i ' by the names of p-eer-poorte Kraen 
S ?aJ le i ne -P^ Mey-poorte, Ss/ephens potZ 
S-Jacobs-poorte, and Boddel-poorte. The Kwli 

of Si Rfl™ th I N ? rth flde of ^ * * branch 
Iw V? , Under thc nam e of the Waal call'd 

i« namf f ^ G f k ***** and "met deriving 
den^ -° m Gauh > or Probably givin- 

donS na ?r n t0 Th f m > for one of die twols not 
doubted of by good Authors, who befides other 

rations of them into one another. Clofe bv the 

fid? LdS S 'or 15 3 l evd Wa >- but °n one 
the k!/ v / u Caftlc or Im Perial Palace, call'd 
for w ;ff , by cor ™P"on ( as Blaeu fuppofes ) 
ior Waelhoff, tliat ,s a Palace upon thc Waal Thi 
Caftle is encompaifed with verv Wgh ftone-waSf 
which being much decayed and worn a^av on 
the South fide by the Sun aiad Rain was fa^l 

large Courts ; and has two Chappelsin it where- 

firs Jh gCa 15 f W rtcd b - v ^° rows of pi 
Jars each row confuting of eiehz njllars - i I 

is chiefly memorable for° two very ancient m 

conMs that they never faw a more pleafanr 
profpect then is had from feveral parts but 
efpeaa ly from the middle Tower of this Caftle 
Here is an Arch of a ftupendous bignefe and 
the fubterraneous rubbifh and remains of divers 
other Arches and Pillars create a furprizing ve- 
neration of antiquity in the minds ofbeliolders 
who .r thev be perfons of learning as well as cu- 
nfioty, wd be much better pleased with a ifiSt 
of young Air. Smith's Coins, reported to be no 

dr ed w h ereof were n e ver ma de pu Wick He has 
hkcwife a vaft Collection of Ro lan Urns, Ru ^ 

bv him T " Mviomagenfes, lately printed 

Sdivfk, ^ ??° n$ all tbcfc rarities the things 
judgdbya late ingenious Traveller to deferfe 

Sd^/ ar r 3CUlar ob€: ^"?n, were the manv 
from d ^ am . PS mc » u 2n'd by Licetus as recciv'd 
S^/£ t T Gcnd 5 man . s Fa rher 5 the black £W«/i 
Smi^ I™"' 1 enonn « rhofe whofe Aihes were 
committed to them to have been malefactors 
and condemn d perfons 5 and the Leaden Numif- 
mata obferv d by the faid Traveller to be very 



feh»er<; Jri' Zl r'"" ^ /;7 5' ancl the /#«•/= the paf- 
ddffiiJ Pnmf 3 £ C T Cl .! S ha ^g alfo a noi-fs 



This City aoout two hundred years ago was 
encompafs d by a new Wall, Ditch, and Trench 
taking m both die Suburbs and Caftle } and fome 
parts of the old Gates, wliich are ftill remainbg! 

ZrhZ %u rcfembIe £ bc relicks of Triumphal 
Arches The outermoft Wall is exceeding high, 
being built of Bnck , and guarded with ftrong 
Towers, fome whereof are reported to be above" 
eighteen foot thick, the chkfofwluch is reckon'd 
that which is call d thc Crown Tower, being fo 
denominated from the two rows of pinnacles 
wherewith the top of it is encompafled. Near 
unto this Tower, and to the Eaftward of it in th~ 
upper part of the City, is a dry but exceeding 
deep Ditch 5 and upon the Gate which is to the 
Northweft thereof, call'd the Hefen-poone, arc 
found thefe mfcnptions, Hie pes Imperii, and Hue 
ujque jus StavrU, and Metier eft bellicof* Libert as 
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js of no great antiquity, and for the 



mean 



Public 

Buildings. 



ajv ^»v*^ * ■ i ■» ^ — »— — — — — — — ■ — — - — — — 

ing of the other two I refer the Reader to our 
account of Stavern in the Province of Frizeland. 
The Ditch from hence ferves as a Harbour for 
their larger Veffels in the Winter-time, but I 
fuppoic of Iefs ufe fince the building of that new- 
Port fomewhat higher upon the bank of the 
River, which is guarded with proper Fortifica- 
tions, and accounted a ftation of greater £ 
ritv then the other. About the higheft part of 
the City are three large Pools of water, conti- 
nually fed and kept full by certain hidden Springs, 
and thorowout the whole City there sre feveral 
Wells of an exceeding great depth, the waters 
whereof in their rife and tall follow the diftant 
Mofe ( -which is very ftrange ) and not the near 
neighbouring Waal. In the year 1608 there was 
at the charge of this City and that of Arnheim, 
a good large Channel drawn from the Waal to 
the Rhine, quite crofs the upper Bet awe, and 
by the Villages of Lente, Elft, and Elden 5 and 
by die help of Sluces, contriv'd for that purpofe, 
made capable of fo much water as fuffices for 
the conveyance of Boats and Veffels to and fro 
at all feafons of the year. 

Before the long wars with Spain? the number 
of its Churches and facred buildings was very 
great 5 at prefent there arc remaining but ten, 
winch are adorn'd with goodlv and beautiful 
Towers. That of St. Stephen is a noble and 
coftly ftructure, commended for its ftatel v Tower, 
which was beaten down in the time of war by 
the great Guns, and was, as Janfon tells us, re- 
building when he publifh'd his Atlas. This 
which is its principal Church, is as Blaeu informs* 
us, Supported by five and thirty Pillars, and 
thole of no ordinary workmanfhip 5 in the North 
part whereof are the Archives kept, in a place 
enclofed with Iron-grates 5 and in the Quire is 
the Tomb of Catharine of Burbon, Daughter of 
Charles of Valois Duke of Burbon, and Wife of 
Adolphus Duke of Geldre, with her Image engra- 
ven in Brafs, and iixteen Coats of Arms expref- 
ling her lineage and defcent. Not far from 
thence ftands the- public School, highlv com- 
mended by Janfin, and faid to have been ever 
famous for the knowledge of the Liberal Arts 
and Languages. The outfide of its building 
term d by Tome a Princely Structure, is remark- 
able for the Images of Apoftles and Angels and 
divers Doctors of the Church 5 togethV^h 
tne 1 en Commandments, and a full reprefen- 
tation of the laft Judgment. Here were of old 
two public places of reception for Grangers - 
befides which there are hkewife two Hofpitals' 
tor the education of Orphans, and as many for 

n ?? C °lS ld ? COpIc > and for ^ure 
™u w °f C i' ! hcy W moreover a parti- 
cular Houfe for the cure of the Leprofie and 
another for perfons that are dMracled ThSr 

nt whereof is made more auguft by the 
• , , offeveral Emperors who hzve beer tear 

the" TuL W Z ?^ S ^ nor arfthc fe^o? 
inLlS S . M ^racy, which adorn the 

inward parts of it, any wav deficient in art and 

^edSwJrd * ^ <*f ^nfulslangs 

*hole fcavang for «s Crcft an Imperial Crown! 




The Citizens are addicted both to trade and 
learning, and have been in all ages as famous as 
the beft of their neighbours for martial exploits 
none of whom in their way of Life and manners 
retain more of die ancient Batavians. They do 
not very readily enfranchize Grangers, and thofe 
whom they do are generally perfons of merit 
and fuch as are like to be an ornament to the 
Community. Several of them drive a great 
trade in the adjoining Countries with their fatted 
Cattle, as others do with their Beer, for the brew- 
ing and vending whereof they have more then 
ordinary advantages, both from the fituation 
and priviledges of the place. 

This (as Conringius informs us) was a Free 
City of the Empire to the year 1248, at which 
time it was given in Fee to Otho the third of 
Najfaw, Earl of Geldre, by William of Holland 
Emperor of the Romans. It had formerly tne' 
election of its own Magiftratess bun an. 1501 
they were fubjected to the Goverment of thirty 
two perfons, to be appointed, during the war 
by the Supreme Governour, or Stadtholder, of 
the Province. The prefent constitution Hands 
thus. The Common Council confifts of twenty 
four, among whom are the two Confuls with 
their Sergeants or Alacebearers. Thefc are cho- 
fen by the free votes of the Citizens, but the 
choice of them in the time of war was, asisa- 
forefaid, together with that of the other Magi- 
strates, refer'd to the Governour of the Province. 
Thefe have twelve Efchevins, or Scabins 5 and 
their Judges in determining caufes, are guided 
partly by the Laws of the Empire, and partly by 
feveral Orders and Statutes enacted by the Ci- 
tizens themfelves in their folemn and legal Con- 
ventions. The Confuls are chofen yearly, and 
were when Conringius wrote upon expiration of 
their Office made Captains of the City Compa- 
nies 5 whedier or no die fame cuftom holds ftzll 
I know not. To the jurifdiction of the Efche- 
vins are fubjecl: not only the Citizens, but the 
inhabitants of three neighbouring Villages, cztt'd 
Hees, Nederbofch, and Hatert h which laft fome 
Authors write Holtert. The fupreme Governor 
of the Kingdom of Nimeghen (fo calfd from 
the Imperial Palace, of which we have already " 
given fome account) is the Burggrave* whofc 
proper habitation is in the Caftle of Nimeghen, 
and who has jurJdic5tion between the Waal and 
the Efchevinate of Nimeghen upon the North, 
the Dutchy of Cleue upon the Eaft, the Mofe 
to the Southward, and another Dirtrid: which 
taices its denomination from the Mofe and the 
Waal, as lying between thofe two Rivers. Con- 
cerning the Gloves which thev yearly pa v to the 
City of Liege? there are feveral, and thofe diffe- 
rent relations 5 but the truth of the matter is this : 
The Nimegheners, as is abovefaid, have an exem- 
"on from all Imports and Cuftoms thro the 
whole courfe of the Mofe, and particularlv at 
Liege, to which City they were therefore obligd 

b Ca i>-i Upon Lovp Sun **y to prefent a pair of 
-Burl-Gloves, fuch as are ufed by Falconers, and 
two pound of Pepper. This Cuftom having 
been neglected for feveral years, fo that it was 
almoit loft by difufe, it was recoverd by AmoU 

Lo r 0yrne " of about the year 

156a, lmce which time, as very late Authors 
tell us it has never been intermitted. 

In the beginning of July 1672, the French, 
who were already in poffcfEon of Knodfenbvrg, 
(of which by and by) pafling the Waal with con- 
querable forces, apply 'd themfelves with more 
ardor and mduftry to the flege of this Oty, 
which altho it made a more considerable reii- 
itance then moft of their other Towns, vet did 
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knot happen to hold out above fix 'or eight 
days longer, after which time they came to a 
capitulation, and the place was furrender'd upon 
none of the beft terms $ among which one was, 
that the Garrifon fhould remain Prifoners of 
War : So that Janfon has prov'd no good Pro- 
phet 5 for he tells us in the defcription to his 
eighth Map, that Nimegben was encompaffed 
with fuch Walls, Ditches, and other Fortifica- 
tions, as render'd it not only ftrong but terrible 5 
and that it needed not to fear the aflaults of the 
moft numerous Armies 5 nay ( to ufe his own 
expreffion ) that it might defie the Great Turk 
himfelf. The Dutch are of opinion, that it might 
have held out much longer ; and fey, that it was 
haftily and without any conftraint given up to 
the enemy, giving various guefies and conjectures 
at the reafons thereof 5 fome fuppofing there 
might be the fame treachery here which they 
conclude to have occafion'd the lofs of the 
Grave. Nimegben had not been long in the 
hands of the French, when they fell to ftrength- 
ning the walls, and erecting a Cittadel at the 
upper end thereof, which was defignd to be 
built in fuch a manner that it could not be un- 
dermined 5 hither alfo they brought the greateft 
part of their plunder and ammunition, fo that 
at began to be imagined that this place was 
defign'd for their chief Hold, and the verv 
center of all Action during the war 5 for whilii 
they were quitting feveral other places, there 
were 3000 men daily at work about the forti- 
fications of this City, and about 2000 more 
drawing the Lines for the Campaign abroad, 
which might upon all occafions march into the' 
body of the Country. But not with ftanding all 
this, it was at length, ui^ in April 74, given up 
in the fame manner as moft of the conquered 
places, the French carrying all thev could away 

S 1 r t0 Grave > a whole Ship load of Pikes, 
Muskets, and other Arms being thrown into 
the Waal, and 82000 Rixdollars agreed upon as 
a ranfom for the City and the Betaxr. This 



account into the Beta*. In the following vea> • 
upon the urgent requeft of the City of Nimeguen 
continually gaul'd by the great (hot of dm fW 
Sconce, the Prince of Parma gatJieringout of the 
neighbouring Garrifons an Army of 5000 Foot 
^d 2500 Horfe, fell eagerly to befiegc it 5 but 
tho he had made fuch a progrefs therein when 
Prince Maurice was recalf d by the States out of 
Frizeland y that the relief of the place was hardly 
accounted feaflble 5 yet upon a defeat given to 
fome of his forces by the Count of Solmes and 
Sir Francis Vere, he found himfelf obliged to quit 
the fiege, and bring back his Army over the 
Waal which was done with more difhonour, 
and a greater lofs of credit, then in any action 
undertaken bv him thorow the whole courfe of 
that war. He pretended indeed, that he was 
fuddenly call'd away, and order 'd by King Phi- 
lip to march into France to the aftiftance of the 
Holy League, and the relief of Rouan 5 but his 
continuing above five months afterward in thefe 
Provinces fufficiently fhew'd, that this was not 
the true reafon of iiis retreat, and his not onlv 
quitting the fiege of Knodjenburg, but in effect 
giving up Nimeguen it felf to the enemy 5 bv 

whom it was a little time after affaulted and 
taken. 



place was at length agreed upon, according to 
the nomination of the King of Great Britain, for 
the Negotiation of the Peace, which to the great 
comfort of the neighbouring Countries came 
to a happy conclufion about the latter of 78 and 
the beginning of 79 5 almoft all the Kings, Princes, 
and Commonwealths in Europe being one wav 
or other highly intereffed in the fame. The 
pamjfy frontier towards France lias been made 
irncc that Treaty principally by thefe following 
Places, with their Territories and Appendances* 

by Newport, Dixmude, Courtray, Oudenaerd, 
v ¥r°" 5 * Biucb * Charlero >* and Namur. 

Knodjenburg ( fometimes term'd the Fort of 
Nimegben) was fo call'd, as Blaeu tells us, in 
reproach of the Nimegueners, who in fome for- 
mer feditions appear'd in defence of their Liberty 
as they accounted it, with no other weapon but 
Knotty Quos. It isa ftrong Fortrefs over againit 
Mmegben, m the Ifland of the Betaw, and is not 

ShJ a A Urb L C< i the faid G V (» *c taking 
wiiereor by the States it very much contributed ) 

but has been found of great influence over all 
tne adjacent Country, which was principal! v 
by means hereof delivered at firft from the im- 
polmons and plunderings of the Spanijh forces, 
it was begun by order of Prince Maurice, in May 
^.1590, who found the fituation of fo great 

he l C ? U( £ C ? 5? the Confederate Provinces, that 

01 Y- d «* » defift till he faw it firliin d, 
woS interruption given to the 

th- fit Ar by 9 OUnt M»"fieU> who quitting 
mac£ !fl °u N a °° rda ^ a Fortrefs neer SeveXbergen, 
made all hafte with his Army upon that very 

Netherlands. 



Battenbourg y call'd in Latin Arx Batavcrztm, and r at tpn 

bv fome Arx Batonis, is a fmall Town near the i our l 

Mofe, between Ravefteen and Meghen, but on the 

other fide of the River, about two German miles 

from Nimeguen 5 fuppos'd ( by fuch as have faith 

enough to oelieve the Romantic ftory of him 

and Jiis Brother Zelandus ) to have been buile 

by Bato, Son of Metellus, King of the Cam, or 

according to others of the Hemioduri 5 in honour 

of whom ( as we have it recorded by the fame 

Authors ) the City of Middleburg ( call'd for 

that reafon Metelliburgum) was like wife found- 
ed. 

Mcuck* or Mouch, is a fmall village upon the Mouck, 
Mofe over againft Nimegben memorable for 
the decretory battle ( for fuch in a manner it 
feems to have been ) fought there, and the vi- 
ctory obtain 'd by the Spaniards againit Lodowick 
Brother to the Prince of Orange an. 15743 in 
which as Bentivoglio obferves though the Action 
was not between numerous Armies yet the main 
of die whole Lowcoun tries lay at ftake on both 
fides 5 for the routing of LodcrpicJk. with his German 
Army before he joyned the forefaid Prince of 
Orange? comeing with very considerable Forces 
out of Holland? did highly advantage the affairs 
of Spain 5 whereas if the Confederates had got 
the better, both their Armies being united 
would eafily have overrun the whole Country, 
and their Succels would probablv have anima- 
ted moft Places to revolt which had not yet flia- 
ken off their allegiance. 

Tiel is four miles diftant from Nimegben and 7^/ 
about half as fir from BommeL It ftandsupon 
the right or north fide of the Waal, being of a 
long figure, and guarded on the farther fide by 
a marfhy level, fo that it cannot be aflaultcd but 
towards Buren and Culenburg, and is a place of 
ftrength as appear'd an. 1528 when the taking 
of it was vainly attempted by the victorious 
Arms of Charles the firft. The ftreets are in 
fome places fo narrow, and in others the coutfc 
of them fo winding and irregular that the Citi- 
zens generally breath a dead ftanding air, the 
ordinary Gales of wind being upon tliat ac- 
count not able to carry off the fame and fo 
purge the Town as to prevent unhealthy and 
di ft cm per 'd feafons. This place was yielded to 
Turenne on the 1 7th of June 72, and was by the 

French wholly difmantl'd the fame year , by 

C c whom 
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whom it was quitted upon the 24th of April an. 

This was the native place of Johannes 

to 



1^74 



BommeL 



Fojfelius, a Profeflbr of Divinity at Colen 0 
whofe care and diligence Blaeu obfervs that w t 
owe the fourth Tome of Saint Augufti?zes works. 

Bommel upon the left fide of the Waal, and a- 
bout two miles from Buren, is not much larger 
in compafs then Tie I, yet by reafbn of the bread th 
and regularity of the Streets it enjoys a more 
open and healthier air. Mr. Ray calls it a pret- 
ty pleafant wall'd Town, and obferv'd- that at 
the time of his being there, which was an. 1663, 
there were four companies in Garrifbn, whereof 

one of Scotchmen. 

This Town, which gives name to the Ifland 
wherein it ftands, is in ancient writings call'd or- 
dinarily Salt -bommel, and in Latin Bommelia Sali- 
narumfio diftingui/h it from a neighbouring Place 
call'd Maes-bommel. It is commended by Blaeu 
both for its ftrcngth and beauty, the former 
whereof is in great meafure owing to its fitua- 
tion (though it has alfo been ftronglv fortify ed 
fince the Revolt from Spain ) much of the ad- 
joying Country being low and marihy, where- 
by this Town in the winter time when the Mofe 
and Waal overflow, or ( which happens very fre- 
quently ) break through their banks, is rendred 
macceffiblc j and at other times the ground is fo 
wet and boggy that an enemy can neither un- 
dermine nor keep trenches long open before it 
we arc told that in the year 1^72 it was (befides 
the advantages of its fituation ) furrounded with 
good Curtins, Bafhons and Towers 3 a double 
Rampart and a double ditch 5 yet did it quickly 
fali into the hands of the French upon their break- 
ing into the Beta* who quitting the fame a- 
bout November 73 thought fourteen days well 
employ din ruining its fortifications. Three sates 
they blew up with powder, the Artillerie and Am- 
munition being carry'd away, and the Inhabi- 
tants to fave their Houfcs from the flames obli-d 
to pay 3*000 Gilders which is about 3*00 pound 
of our mony But as foon as Bommel was re- 
turn d into the pofleffion of the Confederate 
Urates, efpccial care was taken for the fpeedv and 
effectual reparation of the fortifications! nothin- 
being omitted that was requifice for reftorin- fo 
confiderab e a Place to a full Rate of defence 
Its firft walls and Pnviledges were befWd 
*byOtbo of Nafam, the feventh EarJe of Geldre 
about the year . 22j? 5 and it had formerly a good 
Cartel, which was deftroyd by the Citizens an 
15375 being judg'd by them not fo much a de- 
fences the City as an inftrument of its flavery 

h,?; 5 iT K r WaS taken by Forces fe ™ from Gorcum 
but W hen fome German and Walloon fouldiers be' 

Ih 5 rL In T hablta nts took freih courage and 
falling fuddenly upon them drove the mfoW 
Conquerors out of the Town An 1 tc« r 
Mans field endeavour >d wlh^ovt^^ 
to break this way into the Beta* - but L^Z 
f£**$ ?f Army into the BommelZn ^ 
SmS Cm f g rCad7 CO ? afs ovcr » fee bot- 

on^ 5°K CS c fr ° m Brab "»*> he W ^S fo Vi JorouflV 

Si-is? ss-si^s^s 
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condition of the Place. Blaeu mentions certa 'n 
remarkable accidents which happen 'd by th 
great Ihot made at that time againft this Place 6 
as that a man and his wife being in bed too- 5 
dier were both of them kiU'd with the wind^of 
a Cannon Bullet which flew over them, that a 
woman by another great (hot was kiU'd outriVhr 
one of her thighs being carry 'd away, but a 
Jit tic child which (he had in her arms found 
alive and well, at leaft twenty paces from her 
That as a fouldier was going to kifs a maid I 
bullet came between them, and took awav the 
nofe of the one and the jawbone of the other 
without doing them any further harm. This 
City, a s Conringius intorms us, did always en iov 
the right of choofing its own Magiftracy which 
confifts of two Confuls and certain Efchevin* 

its Deputies to 

Nimegben , which togechcr with rhofc of that 

City and certain of the Nobility do make the 
ftates of this quarter of Geldre. The adjacent 
Country- or the ifland in which Bommel ftands 
call d Bommelerwaert, is encompaffed by the Waal 
and the Mo/e, and contains in it manv verv 
good Villages, among which is that of Ro/Teim 
famous for being the birth place of Martin of Rod 
Jeim, highly commended by the Dutch as an excel- 
lent General The Town of Bommel values c 
felf (as the Dutch Authors tell us) for the ex-el- 

Jent Divine Gerardus Moringius, profeffor of Di- 
vinity at Lavain ■ as alfo for Henry of Bommel, who 
wrote of the Wars between Vtrecht and Geldre - 
and Jaffa, Barleus Reaor of its School, whofe' 
monument with fepulchral Infcription is to be 
leen here . Elbertus Levm^s Chancellor of Gel- 

tnA wri! S Y - c ° m ™ cnded h Y Blaeu for his skill 
and writings m the Law. 

Between 7j<?/and Bommel axe two confiderable P»rtS 
ponces, call d fore St A„drerr and fort Voorn. The A*r 
firft was built by Cardinal Andrea otAuftriaJftom 
^hom ic had its name) for the fame purpofe S 
Schenc ksconce ot Bommel would have ferv'd, could 
he have pofTefled himfelf of either of them- J? 
to be a troublefome curb to the Province^ Hoi 

the ™^ mand f S the WaaI > and to Militate 

S e r- ° 75 anCC °^ an Arm > r mro Ac neart of 
the Confederate Territories. It ftands i„ the 

W r£ narr ? cli e oi '« of the Ifland of Bom. 
thus Twr nt °I f « £ lft forti ^ations running 
- J ° y f l . Baftlons ^ere rais'd bv the 

£u5 we'll d a , fifc r ? C ^ land-ward 5 all of them 

tio^'d well S r T^ th ^u ran f 5 311(1 thc la " m ^ 

S - th If", ^ 1 lfy - d 7' th , a dltch no lcfe r hcn the 
vers were Pit 5 m dcp ^ 5 hereby the tu-o n- 
nother theT '/ c f ont " b ^S ^ater to one 
M% L ■ aal , fomet,m « running into the 
Moje, fometimes the A&> into the Vw ac- 
cording to their feveral exuberancfel The 11 

for t 7? re Redoubts thmft out 

not t b Z defence of *c place, which was 
S&X 8 f ?r *W« 1 °efieged by Prince 

Maurice, and fo skilfuUy blocked up bv him that 
3000 men were iud^'H fi.ff; mm, tnac 

the fie»e J c ' 8 , fuffl «ent to maintain 
tempthl 5 rn r 1 ^« 8 «* with 8ooo vainly at- 
mS hi Jt Tbe G «nfon having 

Officers wtre V nd , tumu J^oufly chofen ne# 

agreeme n rwfrh 1 ^ dlfpos ' d tovards aB - 

fufflv^ lnn^i 1 bcfic S crs i yet flood they 

pav5 mem u K h h -. aVinS aiI thcir Arrca « 

S/W Xh ? h WCr i C from Arch-Duke 

HorensTS an l OUntecI CO thc fum of ^0000 
& ( about pounds fferlins ) but at 

d ?!" bu A tCd them . were 

in number 1 1 42 . A certain French writer judg'd 

th s - 
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this ( i<^72 ) tc > be the beft Fortrefs the Dutch 
had 5 and tells us, that at the time of its fo eafie 
furrendry to them, without making any op- 
pofioon, it was encompafs'd with five good Bafti- 
ons, and water'd almoft quite round by the Ri- 
ver Waal, infomuch tha tit was impoflible to drain 
its Ditches, and Iktle lefs then impofTible to make 
any Bridg over them without the content of the 
befieged. 

Fort Voom y fo denominated from the little 
Ifland wherein it ftands, as from the Founder of 
it, or the Governor of the Confederate Army 
when it was built ( -viz- Prince Maurice of N afar? ) 
Fort Nafaw, is fituate between the Iflands of 
Tie I and Bommel, and the Mofa-Vahalian Terri- 
tory. Upon the foremention'd Fort of St. An- 
drew's coming into the hands of the Confede- 
rate States, care was taken to have this neigh^ 
bouring Sconce ( which Mendoza, Admiral of 
Arragon, had the fame year deCignd to affault 
with all his might, but the goodnefs of the Gar- 
rifon ditfwaded him from theattemt) very much 
improve! and made ftronger with new fortifica- 
tions, from which time it has likewife been al- 
ways fupply'd with good forces for its defence 3 it 

ignorant and un- 
skilrui, or what exceeding great moment both 
places were to the prefent pofiefiors. Nor has 
thereever fince been an ordinary value putupo'i 
them by the Dutch, one of whofe writers fpeak- 
ing with forrow of their fudden furrendry to the 
French, m june 72, (iiles them the impregnable 
Sconces of Voorn and St. Andrews 



A n r> s. 



£E£ ^5* *7. *f St *«*> bu^s others tell 



us 



i- Schenckfconce ( plac'd here by Brietius, tho bv 
others difpofed of in another place ) ftands upon 
the point of the Wand Betaw, where the Rhine 
divides it felf into two great Arms, one whereof 
retaining its old name runs to Arnbeim, the other 

w„ v ^ nam ^ < ? f ^ Waal P affin S to Nimegben. 
Mo VefTel c an fail down or up thefe Rivers with- 
out leave from this Fort, which is therefore die 
key ot all commerce and intercourfe between 
Germany and the beft part of the Waited Pro- 
wees. , fo that indeed the whole trade of the 
Rhine depends ,n a manner upon this ftron^ 

tw&tvj I "t- dlIS (as Priorat0 obferves) if 

polieis d by an Enemy it leaves thofe Wind-Mills 
and principal Ditches at his mercv, bv wliich 
the Hiundaupn of almoft all the Betal is pre- 
vented. It had us name from Martin Scbenck 
Se^ 0 C ™ onon * was built by thc Confe- 
AoZ £ ( 1 5 8 8 or 8 9 ) and who having 

deftrtee? n i? d T ble [ CrVi ^ for dle Km § of Spain, 
fer?d lLu r AtmS beCaufe a Spaniard was prc- 
and X G ° ve J m j"ent of Friz? land before him ; 

v^nrt ? r L S djd from this ^oncc fo gne- 
he w^H Cft ^ nc 'S hbo «ring places, that 4en 
ne was drown d m attemung to furprize Nime- 

&,7rl J ° y u £ the Cltizens of P Ia « w as 
olht^mo^ a hc {? was " othi "S but fcafting and 
The T a fH £ S V* em / or fcvcraI da >' s together. 
rice l„* ty l 36 ^ 8 fur rcndred to Prince Mau- 

bod?c\ IV' ^ ew ,' d fo much ilonour w the 
wirh ^ ,y f* e «'^. thathe order d it to be interred 

ancier^ P^Pj 11 the very Sepukher of the 
wa^A r?-°C^? Province ; a native whereof 
But r„ * huDfdf ' tho but of m ^an parentage. 

Ccce^kf CO L Sch ^^once , fo ftrong and 

ES WaS th / very fituation of it efteem'd, 

the tatfn ^ ° f Parma would never attemt 
madeT« S u, 1C ' Cvcn wh en it was hardly yet 
and r-.Sl a 5 nor , was ic ^ more then taken 
it be^if n % ° nc ? befo re the fatal year 1 672, 
fobSS ? C firft " me f «rpri2'd indeed, and not 
harSh'd 7 forcc ;, For 16 3 5, a certain 
whofe ti i^ B . c ? U * d ( feveral of 

h ° fc tncnd s and Kindred, as fome fa v, had been 



rr"~JV """"*■ , X1 '* U Dcen executed for a treafona- 
blc defign to betray the Fort of 73r/) E 

S 17 ' the 5^»/^, that this con^ 

fiderable place had in it at that tirne but two hCn- 

£t ( f Blaeu f 1T s d ic whole Garrifon Vot 
hfted but of 120, the reft being drawn out a 

httle before by 0>unt William of Nafal ) thai 
the D,tch might in fome parts be ealflv w adc d 
over, that one Paliifado was weak 5 and (which 
imported moll of all ) that the Man 0 f War 
which ^vas al ways wont to lye in the Fuvcr to 

adS 3 fUrp r nZC P WatCr ' was son,, u?on 

Citv to^i 7 J S Ut Z CCn Ni ™&™ and that 

( L hll rlf m < u Hcrc "P° n 5oo Spaniards 

(is Blaeu tells us) being fent pnvatelv out of 
Geldre, and coming by night to the Sluce of the 
Dyke 0 f cieve, difperfd themfelves into feveral 
fmaU parties and skulking with their Boats 
among the Willows on thc bank of the Rhine 

fnlfc dS^f that , fam "S "Pon the Sconce 
in the dead of the night, they in a little time 
made themfelves mafters of it, tho not witW 
ftout oppofition and the Iofs of the sreateft r»arr 
of the foaaU Garrtfon, and the GoSfe 

■k ? rlora l° fars ' the invaders were 400 Spa- 
nilb Foot 5 but John Clicver will have them no 
fewer then 1 500 drawn out of the fortified places 
ot Geldre* At tins time the Prince of Orange 
lay with his Army no farther off then at Nime- 
gben, or thereabouts, whom we may therefore 
luppofe fufficiently enrag'd at fo unexpected and 
lo near a lofs 5 upon the firft news whereof he 
immediately difpatched confiderable Forces into 
the Betaw , refolving to loofe no time, but to 
apply himfelf with all his might and main to 
the recovery of this impregnable Fortrefs, (for 
fuch was it generally efteemed,) the fiege where- 
of may be feen at large in Blaeu s Theatrum Zlr- 
bium, and is too long to be inferred here. The 
fame is reported by fome to have continu d 8 
months, but Blaeu fays the Fort was furpriz'd 
the -2% of July an. 16*5, and was yielded up to 
the Prince of Orange the Iaft of July die vear 
following, according to whom it feems to have 
been fufficiently ftreighm'd for that whole fpace 
of time. If we believe a certain French writer 
fo many of that Nation loft their lives durin-' 
the fiege, that it was for a long time af ter call'd 
the French burying-place j but tins man was fo 
very credulous, rhat he fcruplesnot to tell us,that 
not above twelve men were reported to have 
held it out in the urtermoft extremity; whereas 
it appears from Btaeu, as well as others, that 
there were feveral Companies ( fome fa.v no 
fewer thcfetftgbt or nine ) remaining of the 
Garrilbn wlran the Fortrefs was ycilded ; toge- 
ther with great ftore of provifion and arms- 
which may well enough be fuppos'd, fince the 
Spaniards were as induftrious as poffible both at 
firft in victualing and defending, and afterwards 
in fuccounng or railing the fiege of this impor- 
tant place, tho in the laft point they met noc 
with the lame fuccefs. The foremention'd French 
Author fays, that at the time of its being taken 
by his Countrymen, z/iz- an. 1672, ic was forti- 
fied with a great Ditch full of water, good Ba- 
ftions and Half-moons, and a ftrong Rampart, 
and that on two fides Nature had fo ftrengthned 
ic by the Waal and Rhine that it is not to be at- 
tack'd that way $ but all diis being fuppos'd, 
the taking of it will not appear to have been 
fo doughty a bufihefs, if what a Dutch writer 
affirms be true, who firft calling it a Sconce on 
which depends the welfare of the Zinited Nether- 
lands, and adding, that it was fufljeiendy pro- 
vided of all things requilite, and with a Garri- 
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fon able to defend it, tells us at Iaft in very plain 
terms, that it was commanded by a Rogue, who 
without the knoveledg of the Council of War had 
fe?zt away the outliers ( that is , the Veflels 
which lay upon the River for the defence of the 

place ) a?id dej?iolifhed the Forts there erefied by the 
Lord Wurts, and then deliver d it up for a fu?n of 

money. This is certain, the Ifland of the Betaw 
was nor fo thorowly defended or made inaccefli- 
ble by the An.heim branch of the Rhine, and it 
appears from fevera! relations, that the French 
were as much advantag'd by the fhaJlo^nefe of 
thofe waters, in pairing over by the Tol-lmys* as 
the forces of their enemies were by the lownefe 
of the River Saar near Treves, in the courfe of 
the fame war, and in the profecution of thefiege 
of that City. And this feems more probable 
becaufe we find, that in the end of Oclober 16 75, 
the States took care to have certain Trenches 
cut near this place ( which had been quitted by 
the French in May, the year foregoing ) for con- 
veying more water into the Rhine and the Iffel 
from the Waal, the Lift having of late years car- 
ried away fo much of the main ftream, that the 
other was almoft rendred ufelefs, as not being 
able to bear Veflels of any tolerable burthen. 
Others tell us ( which is a confirmation of the 
fame ) that the Elector of Brandenburgh ( who 
jays claim to the Fort, as having formerly be- 
long'd to the Dutchy of Cleve ) going along 
with Prince Maurice, about the year 1676, and 
other perfons of Quality, to view Schenckfconce, 
it was tound upon mature deliberation, that the 
Rhine branch of the River might be made naviga- 
ble, if the Fort were removed further into the 
Ifland, and fuch Trenches as fhould be found 
requifite drawn in the place where it then flood. 

About a League below S chenc kfconce on the 
North-fide of that branch of the Rhine which 



ftill retains its ancient name, ftands a (mail Fort 
calLd the Tol-huys, which is a plain Caftle with 
one great Tower, guarded only by a Ditch and 
a Wall, and landing within a Musket-fhot of 
tiie River 5 and has its denomination from having 
been formerly the Cuftom-houfe to the Dukes 
of Cleve. Upon the tenth day of June 1672 
Conde aflaulted this place, endeavouring here to 
pais the Rhine, which was effected by the French 
two days after, tho not without confiderablelofs 
Conde himfelf, with eight or ten Dukes, Earls 
and Lords being wounded, and the Duke ofLon- 
gueville with feveral perfons of Quality flain in 
the Action 5 the fuccefs whereof and the lofc of 
the Betaxr which enfued thereupon, is imputed 
by the Dutch to the treachery of one John Bar- 
ton of Mombas, who was deprived of all Office 
and condemned to further punifhment 5 but he 
made his efcape and fled to the enemy. 

Bur en and Culenburgh are put by Brietius and fl 
other good Geographers in this Quarter of Gel- 
dre$ the hrft whereof ftands not far from the 
River Linghe, upon a finall ftream that runs 
into it, calfd het Molen-water, and is a miledi- 
ftant from TieL It had an ancient Caftle in Ben- 
tivogliqs time, with a large and deep Ditch, 
wherein he fays confifted the greateft ftrength 
of the place. It belongs to the Prince of Orange 
to whom it defcended from William the firft, who' 
poftefs'd it in right of his hrft Wife, Daughter 
and Heir of the Count of Buren. 



Culenburgb is hcuate upon the left fide of the 

LeC ^L being ° nC milc diftant from Bure?i and 
two from Vianen 5 a very fruitful and pleafant 
Country lying round about it. It is a County 
by it felf, tho a very fmall one, and is reckon'd 
by forne not to be comprehended in the Seven 
Provinces, altho it be obliged to pay its quota 
in ail public Taxes and Contributions. 
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H E j"uriTdi<5rjon of Rztre- 
mond makes one fourth 
part or Quarter of Gel- 
dre 5 tho it is very odly 
bounded , and hangs 
but loofly to the other 
members of the body 
of that Province, the 
Weftern limits of it 
being the River Mofe, 



from the Village Afferden, within a mile of Gen- 
nep, to another Village calFd Echt, and Iving 
two miles beyond the Citv of Ruremond', the 
Metropolis of this Tetrarchy. From Echt ( as 
/anjon informs us ) to have the Southern bounds 
ot it, we mud draw a line between certain Vil- 
lages of Juliers and Geldre, that is, bv Pofterholt 
and Kercken, Vlodorp, Scbleemkercke, Herckenbofch, 
and Valenbrceck.? and pafllng bv Berck turn our 
courfe to the North, which mud be continued 
£y Dalem Overwecht, Elmpu and Belfeld to Venlo. 
*rom Venlo we muft turn about to the North- 

Ta ?T Pa M S by fevcral S° od Villages of Juliers 

and Co/en till we arrive at Blommers 5 and from 
tnence continuing our courfe to the North, and 
atte rW ards to* the North well, we fhall (as he 
teas us ) meet with divers other good Villages 
in our way till we come at length to the above- 
^lTu 10 ?/r A ff erden > which bounds this Quarter 

at the Mofe. 

upon the mouth 

nr 3 C w Rlvcr ( the w ^rd plainly ex- 
iles Mond fignifving in the old Teutonic^ a 
^ioutn, and making in like manner part of the 
names of other Cities in thefe Countries ) juft 
wnere it empties it felf into the Mofe, being 
diitanj : from Venlo about three Leagues. Bend- 
fogtio fays, that in his time it was a large Town 
eftl^ P °Z ulous > b y reafon of its fituation, 

anS V* confid erable importance 5 but it 
appears irom Blaeu, that fmce it is become a 

bnrkr wd * Peopled City, and is remarkable 
°otn tor the tfrength of its Walls and the neat- 

Netherlands. 



nefs of its Buildings. Its principal Church is de- 
dicated to the Holy Ghoft, and was upon the 
new erection of Bifhopricks in the rime of Phi- 
lip II. made an Epifcopal Cathedral. In this 
City is that ample and wealth v Monafterv of the 
C arthufians, fo much commended bv Travellers 
The Country adjoining is very fertil in all forts 
or Gram and Fruits, which frequently occafions 
its being vifited by unwelcom Guefts 5 that is, as 
often as any Armies happen to come into the 
neighbouring parts. The Citv it felf in the nrft 
war with Spain was fack'd and aimoft ruin'd by 
the Prince of Oranges Army, coming out of Ger- 
many againft the Duke of Alva. It was taken 
from the Spaniards in the vear 1632, tho with 
the much refented lofs of Count Erne ft Cafimir 
Governor of Frizehmd $ but was at the conclu- 
fion of the Peace of Munfter, and is ( together 
with the whole Quarter, if I am not much mi- 
flaken ) at this day under the dominion of Spain. 
The learned men which this City has produced 
were as Blaeu tclis us, Bartolomxus Ruremundenfis, 
Prior of the Monaftery of Bethlehem, the Author 
of divers works 5 Dionyfius Richelius, a Monk in 
the fame place, a' learned and reverend Divine, 
and famous likewife for his feveral Writings 5 
and Theodorus Gramineus^ a learned Profeilbr of 
the Mathematicks. 

About a mile from Ruremond ftands Keffel^ 
call'd in Latin Cajfelia, and by fome C 'aft ellum 5 
a very large Village, upon the top of a high 
Hill, and under the Government of its proper 
Lord. It makes one of the Country Diftri cts of 
this Tetrarchy, being commonly calld t'Drqft 
Ampt -van Keflel 5 and was, according to the pro- 
bable conjectures . of fome , a place of great 
fame and moment in ancient times, being fup- 
pos'd that Caftellum of Ptolomy which was the 
Metropolis of the MenapiL 

Venlo is fituate upon the fame bank of the Mofe 9 
and is about three miles diftant from Rure?7iond. 
It is a place of note for the great quantities 
of Corn w hich are fold at it, and for the con- 
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courfc of Mariners and fuch as trade upon the 
River. The Brabanfons alfo and the Hollanders, 
with their neighbouring people, repair conftantly 
hither in great numbers to buy Freeftone, Mar- 
ble, Brafs, and Coal 5 all which are brought 
down the Mofe out of the Country of Liege and 
other parts of Germany. This City was belieged 
• in vain by Margaret of Auftria, Dowager of Sa- 
voy , Aunt of Charles the Fifth, in whofe nonage 
firft , as afterwards in his occafional abfcnce, 
Governed of the Netherlands 3 nor could hehim- 
felf fbme years after that (viz- ^.1543) gain 
admiffion into the fame with his victorious Ar- 
my, before he had granted this and the reft of 
the Cities of Geldre fuch conditions as one would 
judg rather demanded by a conquering party, 
then indulged to fuch ?s were fubdued. Its name 
is without doubt deriv'd from Veenen and Loo, 
which words fignihe flat, fenny, and pafture 
grounds 5 fo that it really bears the fame deno- 
mination as the City Lovain in Brabant 3 onlv in 
one of the names the Veenen is put before the 
Loo, and in the other the Loo before the Veenen. 
It was endow'd with the priviledges of a City 
by that Reznold who was the firft^Duke of Gel- 
dre, an. 1 343. Venlo was the birth-place of Hu- 
bertus Goltziu*-, famous efpecially for the difco- 
veries made by him out of ancient Coins towards 
the illuftrating of the Roman Hiftory 5 to which 
end he travell'd thorow Italy, France, and Germany. 
An : }^3^-> The Spaniards having loft all hopes of 
driving the Prince of Orange from the fiege of 
Breda, the Cardinal Ferdinand, to gain fbme what- 
towards the balancing of that lofs, took the City 
of Venlo, and fhortly after that of Ruremond; 
both which places had been in the hands of the 
Confederates from the year 1632. 

The City of Geldre, (which gives name to the 
whole Province, tho not to any of its Quarters) 
receives the little River Niers into its Trenches, 
comprehending a lefs fpace of ground within 
its Walls then the already defcrib'd Venlo. It has 
a Oiftle of great antiquity, the ancient feat of 
thofe who were Governors of this Province, 
under feveral Titles 3 which together with the 
City it felf is ftrongly fortified by the Marines 
that encompafs them both 5 but whether it 
mav be imputed to this, or to the firm Ioyaltv 
or the inhabitants, that it was never yet brought 
under the jurifdiclion of the Union, I fhall not 
prefume to determine. Subject to the Citv of 
Geldre are the three Villages Aide kerche^Niekerc ken, 
and St. Thomas. Learned men born here, and' 
commended by Blaeu, are Gerardus Matthifius, 
Gultelmus Veldius, and Johannes Fervilius, con- 
cerning whom he that lifts may find a lamer 

account in the faid Blaeu s defcription of this 
City. 

. The next place in dignity is Stralen 3 tho it 
it have no great matter of Territory. Johannes 

A ' r 5? mme , nded by Blaeu, and is to be 
lound in Tnthemiu* s account of men famous for 
karning and virtue. Near unto Stralen is the 
Village call d t' Zant, fuppos'd by fome to be the 

f™EL n ? CnDon d b J Antoninus in his Itinerary 
under the name of Sablones or Sabulones. 

About a mile and half from hence, and two 
mi es from Geldre, ftands Wachtendonck hlnl 
feated upon die River Niers 5 the Territory 
whereof bet VroftamptvanWacbtendonck, is rec- 
kon d among the City DiftricU It is one of 
?he ftrongeft Towns in all this Province, for be- 

rtSlJr" h *c l ° W u m00ri(h ^dfthere 
^hardly any accefs to the Walls thereof / upon 

2? ^° Unt 1C J? c ? pabIc of hoIdin S out long 
^ ' aaa accordingly it was begirt and 



£ 



roufly affaulted by Count Mansfield fox the fpz Q 
of three months, an. 1588, (there being but 40J 
men in Garrifbn) and was delivered at Iaft without 
any neceflaty (Count Solms and Schenck being near 
at hand with fuccours) by the treachery or cowar- 
dice of the Governor, who falfly pretended want 
of powder to the other Commanders, and fear- 
ing to be call'd to account for fb bafe an action 
fled into Lorain, and durft never after appear in 
the Confederate Provinces. An. 1600 it was fur- 
priz'd by Lodowick, of Najjar?, who pafsd his Sol- 
diers over the Trenches upon the Ice, which the 
Townsmen, not dreaming of an Enemy fo near 
them, had neglected to break. Some three years 
after it was near being loft again, by a ftratagem 
of the £arl of Bery? which was managed inthis 
manner : A certain Fiiher man having hid about 
1 2 Soldiers under fbme bundles of Straw in his 
Boat, row'd to the Caftie, and being come to the 
Bridge, defired the Sentinel to lend him his hand 
to draw the Boat clofe to the fhore 5 which he 
had no fooner done, but he was prcfently dra^-'d 
off by the Fifherman and ftab'd in the water 
whereupon the forefaid Soldiers immediately 
ftarted up from under the Straw, and poffcfs'd 
themfllvesof thcCaftle, fecuring Rihovius the Go- 

vigorous oppofition 
of the Citizens, and the accidental coming of two 
troops of Horfe into the Town,(who were alarm d 
at the noife and tumult as they were pairing by ) 
the fame was clofely begirt, and for want of vi- 
ctuals in fix days time reftor'd to the former ow- 
ners. Yet an. 1605, this place was taken for the 
Spaniard by the Earl of Bucquoy, fent thither by 
Spinolawith 5000 Foot and 1000 Horfe. 

Erkelins ( fuppos'd to be the Herculis Caftra fo 
much celebrated by Ammianus Marcellinus and 
others 5 tho fome will have it call'd from I know 
not what Maid nam' d Erka ) is five hours journev 
diftant from Ruremond 3 and is feated in a fuffici- 
ently fruitful foil, productive of all manner of 
Grain, upon which account moft of its inhabi- 
tants apply themfelvcs to Agriculture. This Town 
with its whole Territory, call'd the Vcochdye van 
Erc^elms, lies wholly within the Dutchy of Juli- 
ets, altho it appertain to the Province of Geldre. 
It was plunder'd in May 1 £74 by the Colen Forces, 

conquer'd places. 
Nevftadt is hkewife within the Territory of Ju- 
liers, altho it belong to Geldre 3 being four hours 
journey diftant from Ruremond Its walls and forti- 
cations were ail long fince demolifh'd. 

Near Ruremond is an ancient Town call'd Echt, 
almoft ruin'd at this day by the injuries of time and 
wars, yet gives name to a pleafant Wood, call'd 
n-om thence Echterwald. The Town of Echt is 
within the Diftricl: of Mont fort. 

n l hc 9* r Ie ° f Mont f° rt was begun bv Henry 
tfi/bopof Liege an. 1251, and an. 1267 fimfh'd 
with the Vicb part of Maeftricht, lately raz'd to 
the very ground by the faid Henry in his wars 
with the Brabanfons. Inthis Tract are alfo two 
Country Jurisdictions, one call'd Krieckenbeke, 
the other Middelaer 5 which laft fome writers con- 
tend to be the Mededacus of Antoninus, for which 
they argue from its fituation and the found of 
the word, condemning Cluver for imagining it 

T 1 Ti°^( uffic3Cnt , S rou *d to be Sualen, another 
imall Village in this Province. 

Odilinberg or the Mount of St. Peter, is hard 
dv the Roer about one hours journey above Rure- 
mond, where are faid ftill to remain fome footUcps 

men Wiro, Plec- 

telm,and Other who were the firft that planted 
dinltianity m thele parts. 



1 



Ned 



Echt. 



Ufa 



berg 



THE 



NETHERLANDS. 




Q 



THE 



u 



A 



R 



T 




R 



O F 




TJ 



T 




H 




N, 




VTPHEN is the diird 
Quarter or Tetrarchy 
of Geldre 5 it being in 
like manner as the o- 
thers, call'd from its 
principal City, and ma- 
king formerly one of 
the SeventeenProvinces, 
but not now one of the 
Seven 3 for both by 
Marriage and very ancient Confederations it has 
for feveral Ages been united to the Dutchy of 
Geldre, and has more efpecially fince the erection 
of the Dutch Commonwealth made together with 
that one entire Province. The firft coalition 
of thefe two Provinces happen'd bv die marriage 
of Otho of Nafaw, firft Earl of Geldre^ with Sophia 
Daughter of Wicbman Earl of Zutphen 3 by whom 
he had but one Son named Gerlac , who dy'd 
Without iffue 5 and after whofe death thisCountv 
was look'd upon as infeparably annex'd to that 
of Geldre. This County is by the If el, and Dru- 
»/- S ^ ann el> deriv'd into the fame from the 
R>)ine, wholly feparated from the Velaw 3 its o- 
ther principal boundaries being Overyffel to the 

7*r°* 3 and co thc Eaft > Southeaft, and Soutii, 
weftphalia, Cleve, and the River Rhine. The 

true Etymology of its name is no queftion from 
veenen and Zudt or Zuidt, which denote a fitu- 
ation upon the Southern MarQies or Fens, for 
the opmion of its being deriv'd from the Vfit fetes 
I whom neverthelefs we acknowlcdg to have bor- 
aer d upon the Sicambri, and to have been the 
ancient inhabitants of thisCountrv ) is a ground- 
icts rancy, and that it comes not from Zuet and 
reen, that is a place of fwect pafture, as Pontus 
neuterus would have it, is apparent from there 

r?° § r a , piece of the likc ground on the North 
ide of the City call'd Noortveen, which queftion- 

S ^ as ^ - denominated with relation to, and 
£ ^ma-ion from Zuidt, or Zudtveen. And in- 
QCca 11 f a v^ery true obfervation of Goropius Be- 
anus > that not only here, but in feveral other 



Countries of Europe, thofe Cities whofe names 
either begin or end in Veen or Ven ( as Venice, Venlo, 
Zutphen, Lovain) are all feated in a wet moorifh 
level. We have from others a very probable 
Etymology of this word, for they tell us, that 
Zutphen in ancient times was poftefs'd by the 
Frizgns, who inhabitated formerly a much lar- 
ger fpace of ground then they do at prefent 5 
and that this Province making the moft Southern 
part of their Country, was upon that account 
and by reafon of its foremen tion'd low and moor- 
ifh foil, call'd by the name of Zuydtueen. 

This City of Zutphen is both rich and popu- 
lous, and was in the time of Alva a place of good 
ftrength, being wall'd about after the ancient 
form, and every where provided of good and 
deep Ditches, but fince it fell into the hands of 
the Union, it has been made one of the ftrongeft 
Towns in all thefe Countries. When it was at- 
tack'd by the French in 72, it was fortified with 
nine Baftions, almoft all cocted on the cu tf.de, 
four half Moons, and two Horn- works 3 beyond 
all which was a very broad Ditch, befides an in- 
ner one twice as broad and flat bottom'd 5 har 
ving alfo trebble Ramparts, which together with 
the other fortifications render \i it a place as one 
would have thought impregnable 3 and yet ic 
made no great matter or reiiitanceto the French 
Forces, being yeilded up to the Monfieur upon 
the 26th or June, upon no other conditions, as 
we are told by a French writer, then that the 
Garrifbn fhould remain priloners of War. The 
Dutch fay, that the Fre?ich King having taken 
Voesburg, march'd in haft to Zutphen, and po£ 
fefs'd himfelf alfo of that City without any trou- 
ble 3 in whofe hands it continued till April 16 74. 
In the firft war with Spain it was wholly fack'd 
by Alva's Army, and ufed after the manner of 
Mechlin 5 and in the fame war being begirt by 
the Confederates, the fiege was much fhortned 
by Sir Francis Vere's taking a Fort, which flood 
on the fame fide of the life! with the City, and 
was by continually galling the Enemy, a great 
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defence to the fame 5 nor could it well have 
been taken but by a ftratagem, which was effected 
in this manner: A good number of lufty young 
Soldiers were habited like Conn try- vvomen, and 
fome like the men of thole parts, carrying Bas- 
kets and Packs, and fuch other burthens as are 
ufually brought to Market, with Piftols, fhort 
Swords, and Daggers under their Clothes. Thefe 
coming early in the morning, by two or three 
in a company, and refting themfelves near the 
Gate of the Fort ( as if they expected the Ferry- 
boat of the Town ) feiz'd immediately upon the 
fame as ibon as it was open'd, and being aflifted 
with about two hundred men laid in covert not 
far off, quickly made themfelves matters of the 
place. Zutpben is diftant from Arnheim four 
miles, from Doesburg one and a half, and from 
Nimeguen fix, being feated upon the right fide 
of the If el, juft where the Borkel ( a leffer River ) 
enters into it, which turning feveral Mills as it 
panes thro the City, divides the fame into two 
parts, ( joined together by two feveral Bridges ) • 
whereof one is calFd the Old City and the other 
the New. The Dutch themfelves commend the 



Air of this place, tho it cannot, as one would 
judg from its fituation be very healchful. The 
neighbouring Country is indeed very good pa- 
fture ground, bearing alfo good Corn. The 
Citizens are faid to be courteous, there being 
many Nobles and perfons of Quality among! 
them. That they have been in former ales 
very religioufly inclined, appears from their feve- 
ral buildings ereclred for pious ufes 5 amon? 
which, befides others of a different nature both 
for men and women, were an Hofpital for fick 
perfons and another for Strangers, and a third 
tor Orphans, and a fourth for the old and decre- 
pit. Without the Walls and beyond the Laer- 
Gate towards Wefiphalia flood a Monafteryof 
the Minorites, of the Order of St. Francis, call'd 
by the name of Galily 5 which is now quite de- 
molifc'd and Ievel'd with the ground. 

In the old City ftands a very ftately Church 
dedicated to St. Peter and Sz.Walburgb , a neat 
fumptuous and ancient Structure 5 of far greater 
antiquity ( as appears from Blalu ) then that 
J? 3 ! m % \ h ° U ° uld have Oibo ofNafar, the 

f^r ZJu f u ^PP° fes tbcm to be in the right 

finlfom t brm§S n °^ thc " ar Sument then a 
liandfom Monument thought to belonsrtorhp 

f^d Otbo and his Wife, and Ml to be Teen £ he 

middle of the Church 5 the Tower whereoTbe- 

mg of exceeding great high th, was, as is exprefs'd 

by mfcnptions remaining upon the doors of 

year 144^ and afterwards an. 1600. The fame 
was about the year 1*35, by the care of thl 
Curators or Wardens of the ChurchTrtbmlt in 
nXrS coft ^nner. This SS" 

whereof ° f Can ° ns ' the ^ovoufhip 

h^* l m former ages accounted of fo ere~r 
honour, that the Earls themfelves have nofdff 

rio,,fn?r ' n Ut Ver ? remarkable for its ca Pa - 
Boot, rhT 7 \ md ^aKmly well ftor d with 



of Retinoid the Firft, Earl of Geldre and Zutphen d 
ceas'd about the year 1 32 1. Within this City 'are 
alfo to be feen the remains, or rather the ruins of 
an old Palace, fuppos'd to have been the habitati- 
on of ancient Earls of Zutphen 5 upon which ac* 
count the place by the Filher's-Gate is call'd op 
des Graven Hoff to this day. Not far from thence 
ftands a very high Tower, built of Brick in form 
of a quadrilateral Pyramid, and vulgarly call'd 
from one by whom it was anciently inhabited 
Drogenaps-Toom, being a great ornament to the 
City, and affording a free and large profpect 
thorowout the neighbouring Country. It for 
merly ferv'd as a Gate into that Caftle which 
Charles of Egniond built on purpofe to curb this 
place when he, defpairing of legitimate iifae 
intended to make the King of Frame his Suc- 
ceffor in the Principality of Geldre, but could 
not prevail with the States of the Countrv to 
give their content thereunto. Near unto' the 
Church, of which we have fpoken alreadv 
Itands a large and magnificent ftruefcure, having 
three fuch different fronts that a man would 
judg the whole to be as many diftindt buildin-s • 
in one part whereof the Colledge of the Depu-' 
ties of the County does ufually meet. Befides 
thefe, the Palace of the Earls of Bronchorfi, built 
feveral years ago for the accommodation of 
that Family, deterves to be mention'd 5 normuft 
jc omit the old Tavern, which for the reverend 
face of Antiquity which it bears, is thought fit 
to be commemorated both by Janfon and Blaeu. 

The Government of the City is Arifiocratical, 
and is admmifterd by the Confuls and Etehevins 
who are twelve in number, according to Blaeu 
tho in the additions made to Guicciardin thev are 
1 l 4, fometimes but 1 3 ; the two feni- 
ors ot whom are for greater dignity call'd by the 
f orefaid name of Confuls, the fame being term'd 
alfo Seal-Bearers or Keepers of the Seals. Thefe 
meet yearly ( as fome tell us, but according to 

they fhall judg it reqmhte ) upon the sad day 
of February at nine of the Clock in the morn- 
ing preately, to fill up their number if it be de- 
nhf^rf the / orefaid hour is fo fuperftitiouily 

then- meeting, nay if any one of the number 
be abfent, except upon the moll urgent necef- 

being obhg d unlefs ,11 cafe of dangerous fick- 
le; for T the ? a PP e « a "ce in the fame 
d t J 'PI £ UtKe 2, dz P to S ecl ^r before the faid 
tinn «f t ^ 10n - . TllC ftme r d *y is the adminiftra- 
r£?r t2 & 1 C takcn Care , of for tile enfu ''ng year ; 
,nTi t SCS b f °/ tWOof thcfe Senat «« ^Senior 
Offl, a JUn n° f ? r CVery cwo monriis ; whofe 
to7™ 15 h tT fc ' C ° prcfidc ln the S ^ a te, and 
LenSI -r. hC fame . u P° n a » extraordinary emer- 

tor Me, unkfs a man voluntarily refisn orcom- 

mmSff^c* 15 thereftlznk foTo 
comi , Th . rf f Senators choofeout of die 

C rrS° P rf ht ° r ? ine men > wh ° m they 
In^fr ft Z ^ who have n<> voce in 
fh4 a ^ ,nS ^ ly C ? 1 d u P° n occafi on to give 
cate c^rl f' T1 ^ re . L ? a " appeal in all intri- 
not from rh°fr- the Ciri « ""her (but 

made fol 0511 " C ° any ocher ) whi <* ^ 

Sr^m^- Cmn manncr > with certain ufual 
nave been always very well skill'd ) and by cer- 
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tain Statutes and Cuftoms of the Country $ di- 
vers Cities in the P<f/<«* andCleve being in Judi- 
cial matters directed by their way and method 

ot * proceeding. 

When affairs of a higher and more publick 
nature require it, the Eftates of the Quarter of 
Zutfhen (which con (iff of their Nobles and the 
Deputies of their Cities) are convened by the 
Ma "i ft racy of this place, and thofe Efchevins 
who are Judges for the time being preside therein, 



I o 



putting the queftion, and taking the fufrrages 5 
all things being refolv'd on that fide to which 
the votes of the Nobility ( as tells us ) and 

the Capital Citv of Zutpben it fclf encline 5 the 
Secretary of this City rcgiftring their determi- 
nations, and laving them up in the publick Ar- 
chives. It is manifch: from fcveral privi! edges 
and immunities indulged them by the Kings of 
Denmark and Norway, that the; inhabitants of this 
City were in former ages much addicted to traf- 
fic!; and merchandife, which is yet made more 
evident from dick having been anciently incor- 
porated into the Hanfeatic Society, being inclu- 
ded in the Circle of Colen $ which confederation 
was renew'd by them fince the beginning of this 
prefent Century, viz^ during the Twelve .years 
Truce with Spain. This City did alfo in ancient 
times enjoy die Royalty of a Mint$ but an. 1604. 
the Stares General judging it for the benefit of the 
Union to have no money coin'd but in the name 
and bv the directions of the Provinces, agreed 
with tne Magiitracy to make them an annual 
payment for quitting that right 5 which fum has 
been ever fince inferted under its proper flile in 
their publick accounts. Gerard of Zutpben ( whofe 
Scholar was the well known Thomas a Kemps ) 
is commended by Tritbemius for his writings - y 
aslikcwifc Joba?mes Vortbufius^ the latter efpeciaily, 
for his Book entkuied the Phoenix, wherein he 
draws a parallel between the exploits, counfeis, 
and fucceifes of the two famous Emperors 
Charles the Great and Cbarles the Fifth. I omit 
others to be found in Blaeu. 

The County of Zutpben is in point of Jurif- 
iiction divided in this manner : It coiihlis of 
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four Baronies, die firit whereof is that of Bronc- 
hcrji, which not many years fince ( as I fuppole 
it may to this da v) belong'd to the illufinous 
Family of the Earls of Limburg, Lords of Stir-am. 
Brcnchorjl is feated upon the right fide of the 
Rbbw, about a mile from Zutpben, and is an in- 
different good Town. The fecond is that of 
Bergben, the chief place comprehended therein 
being the Town of Heerenberg. Both Brcnc- 
bcrft - and Bergbsn have gene by the name of 
Larldoms, but their poiTefTors were in their an- 
cient AiTcmblies of the States only accounted 
parous, and at prefent they are reckoned among 
tne number of the prime Nobility of the Pro- 
vince The third in order is the Barony of Wifcb, 
according to Janfon, tho Conringius ( who favs 
^odongsto the Lords of Anbolt) makes it die 
fourth. The fourth is the Barony of Baer 9 ac- 
cording to the forefaid Janfon^ who tells us, that 
" was purchas'd from the Admiral of Egmond 
oy James Lord of Broncborfl and Batenburvb, for 
the Lord of Anbolt. 

f a C u C t0 r ^ e B ar °riies come the Cities 5 the 
wh h l ° f ' afcerZ *'P^*> is that of Dcesburg h 
iclihas not long been a place of anv account, 

ne Jr n< ? Cil1 thc Confederate States found it 
c ,( ar ^ for the prefer vation of their Com m 011- 

thc JT 7° fortific a11 Towns and paffages upon 
T)r f t Ic i ^ ^Ppos'd to take its name from 
™*j*5 ( and therefore call'd by feme in Latin 
•ttjitatrgum) by whom it was built, as well as 
"uatc about thc place where the Channel cut 
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forced /^/ Concerning Ger^Ws paaJng bv 
tins Channel, as his father Dm/is had done be- 
fore liim, into die Lake Flevus 0 and fo to the 
Ocean we have an exprefs account from Taci- 
tus in his fecond Book of Annals 5 whofe words 

are diefe, Jamque C latfn advenerat, ad principium. 

Agn Batavi ( that is, to the place where, now 
ftands Scbenckfco?ice ) cum pr*mijfo commeatu <sr 
diftributis in Leg/ones ac Socios Navibus, Fojfam cui 

Drufiana? nomex, ingreffus ( Germanicus ) preca- 

tufque Drufum Patrem, ut fe eadem aufum, libens 
placatufque exezz/plo ac memoria confdiorum at que 
operum juvaret 5 lacus inde isr Oceanum ufque ad 
Ami/iam fluvium jeczinda ziauigatiGne advehitur. 
His failing to the River Ems, was becaufe there- 
about began thc Country of thc Cherufci, again!* 
whom this expedition was undertaken. Am 1672. 
it was found by the French to be a Town in a 
very good condition of itrcngth, having no con- 
temptible fortifications, which for the moil part 
were coated on the oudide. It is defended on 
the one fide by the River, and on the other bv 
a great Marfn, lying between it and Ambeim, 
which together make it inaccefilbie fave onlv 
bv one neck of Land. Ncverthelefs it was imme- 
diately yciided to the French King upon his ap- 
pearance before it, towards the latter end of 
June in the forefaid year 5 altho it was provided 
of a reafonable good Garrifbn, as the Dutch 
tell us, tho indeed the French fay otherwife. 
Upon the toting of Doesburg at that time there 
was a defcant ( by fbmc accounted ingenious ) 
made upon the names of three French Gentle- 
men, z//X- Martinet, Sourry, and Ciron , befides 
whom there were very few Frenchmen flain at 
the attacking of this place, -viz. that Doesburg, 
for the prefcrvation whereof the Hollanders were 
fo folicitous, had coft the French King but one 
Swallow, one Moufe, and one Worm:, alluding to 
the genuine and original fignification ot die fore- 
faid words. This place was wholly difmantl'd 
by the French in April 73. 

Dote com (call'd in Latin Dctecbemum, Deutbe- Dote com. 
comium, and DeutecGmium ) is feated upon die old 
Ijfel, about a mile above Doesburg, and is en- 
compafs'd with a brick wall, but of no confi- 
derable ftrength. Not far from hence itood 
in former days two Religious Houfcs,one whereof 
ca 1 i'd Betb/ebem was inhabited by Mon^s, the other 
nam ci Sion belonging to a Society of Nuns. 
Dotecom was furrenderVi to the Prince of Conde 
on the 9th of June 72. 

Locbem was in the fame month taken by the Lochem- 
Bi/hop of Munfier. It lies upon the little River 
Berckel, and is diitant from Zutpben about two 
miles. 

Groll is about as far from Locbem, as that 
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place is from Zutpbeni, fuppos'd to have been at 
hrit calfd Grcenlo-, which fignifies a green level. 
Its natural deience on one fide is the River Slinc^ 
and in the firlt war with Spain k had on die other 
fide a Line well rlank'd, and beyond the chiefeft 
Ditch there {rood other Flanks widi Ditches like- 
wife. It was in vain befieg'd by Prince Maurice 
an. 1 5?5, Mandragone Commander of the Spa- 
ziiards in thofe parts, with aim oil equal forces 
cauling him to defill from die enterprize 5 yet 
was it yciided up to him an. i $97-> without ha- 
ving made any confiderable reiillance, the reafbn 
whereof was judg'd to be its want of provifions 
for undergoing a fiege. It was alfo taken in a 
fewdavs bv Spinola an. 1606 5 by whom it was 
the fame vear relieved with a fmali Army, when 
behead by Prince Maurice. The Confederates 
nothmking that Spinola would have undertaken 
a defisn wherein he muff probably meet with 

F ,~ fuch 
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fuch infinite dangers and difficulties, had made 
jreat haft in fortifying their Quarters; where- 
fore upon the approach of the Spaniards, Count 
Maurice not judging it expedient to come to the 
decifion of a Battel, drew off with his Army, and 
fairly quitted the fiege. It was oblerv'd by Charles 
the Fift to be feated upon an important Pafs, 
as lying upon the borders of Germany 3 and he 
in consideration thereof is (aid to have raised its 
firft fortifications, which were ( like the Art it 
felf at that time) but rude and imperfect 5 tho 
they were afterwards much improved by the 
Spaniards, when they likewise endeavour'd with 
great coft and labour to make Bcis-le-Duc in 
Brabant y and Damme and Hulft in Flanders, places 
of greater ftrength and confiderarion. The fa- 
mous fiege of Groll ( taken at laft by Prince Mau- 
rice for the United Provinces, tho the acquifition 
was lefs welcome to the States for the death of 
William of Najfaw, a per fon of great hopes, fla in 
with a Musket-culler ) an. 162.7, is written at 
large by the learned Hugo Grotius, from whom 
Blaeu has his account of the fame in his Thea- 
trum Ztrbium, to either of whom we refer the 
Reader, who cannot expect to have all the par- 
ticulars thereof in a work of this nature 5 yet 
fome things we {hall infer t here, which more 
immediately relate to the Town it felf Its for- 
tifications at that time confifted of five large 
Bulwarks, /hooting forth in fhape of a wedge, 
the inmoft parts thereof being jomd together 
at right angles by a very broad and high 
Wail, which panes from one to the other, 
fo that the affailants muft at the fame time 
expofe themfelves to the fhot of the beficged 
from f veral quarters. Along the foot of the 

Kampart 

or Wall, thorow which ( themfelves being de- 
fended by the fame ) the befieged might gteatl y 
endammage the Enemy in their neareft ap- 
proaches. Beyond this v as the Ditch, fupplied 
with water from the River Slincl; and fome- 
what farther, a vvay fufficientlv cover'd bv a 
Rampart to fecure and hide the fmall fhot that 
fhould be placed there s the fiid Rampart bein* 
made to flope on the outfide, in fuch a manne? 
that the /hot of the Town had a direct paflkee 

cafiond to fly over the Walls without doing 
them any prejudice. Upon the a 5 th of May 

X# 3 f l h T ,J Wa °/ GroU was Pwchas'd bv 
forckelo, to the Lordfh,p of which place it had 

f °? ^S'd- To conclude our ac- 
count of this place, it has been of late vears 
reckon d the ftrongeft Hold m the County of 
Autphen 5 yet was it after very little relfftance 

llM at CT is fituate »Pon the bank of the River 

^'hafeTfrom ^ %T >3 
former ageT^fenTdtf a vlry ftfe 
built by that Reinoid that w ^ 5 1^ 

afcd with new Works and ■ iSflVgSta 



of Eg?nond, whom fome account the laft £) r, 
of Geldre 3 tho its ancient grcatnefs appears nn» 
onlv in its rums. 4 w 

( call'd in Ztf/n Bredefordia as well 
as Brefurdia and Brefurtum) was about 120 rev 

ago fortified in an indifferent manner by Malt 
of Rofsbeim. It is fo abfblutely begirt by Marfr-'* 
and Fens tliat there is no accefs to it but bv^ 
very narrow path, and a bank caft up for thar 
purpofe, which leads into the Town on one fid- 
and out at another. The nature of the fol 
round about is fo fpungy and moift, that if rhl 
ieafon be but indifferently wet, an Army can 
neither caft up any Works, nor by the heft arr 
and help of Wind-Mills be able to drain it to 
anv purpofe. Upon this account Prince Maurice 
bcheging it a?i. i S97 , could not aiTauIt the place 
earner in the exact way of a Land or Water 
tight, being fore'd to make an amphibious kind 
of fwimmmg Veffel, or Machine, which was not 
properly to be term'd either Bridge or Boat 
mo it carried an exceeding great weight, and 
fcrv d as occalion offer d it felf inftead of either 
But notwithstanding all his skill and diligence 

ir Jr m ? rC r n i en i n cakin 3 this->plac C , then in' 
poiieiling himfdi of many other Towns the fame 

Summer, alt ho Olden K yll,Linghen, Ormarfen,and 

Groll were in the number of them 5 which made 
the befegers at length attack it with fuch raee 
and fury that nothing was able to refift them- 
nor did the Princes commands iigruEe anv thins 
when he perceiv'd the Town was won, and would 
have prevented the ufual and difrnal fate of 
places carried by ftorm 5 the prayers and tears 
of the women which met the Soldiers in die 
molt fupphcanng manner proving likewife in- 
errectual 5 fo that they prefently fell to the di- 
viding of the fpoil, which was found exceeding 
rich ( the Country people having brought their 
goods hither as to a place of fecurity) whollv 
plundering the Town, and committing fcveral 
acts of cruelty and violence upon the inhabi- 
tants 5 tho the flaughter and bloodfhcd prov'd 
not near fo great and univerfal as generally 
happens in cafes of the like nature- It continues 

pawn or mort- 
gage in the poffeflion of the Princes of Orange, 
to whom it was formerly in that manner en- 
gag d by the Provincial Eitatcs of Geldre and 
Zutphen. 

Next to the Cities of this Quarter come 
thole Junfdicbons winch they call Prefectures, 
the farft whereof is that which they term het 
J^andt-Droftampt des Graef Schaapes Zutphen, which 

has two Courts of Judicature, one at Doteecm 
and the other at Doesburg 5 the fecond is the 
i rerecture of Zutphen, call'd het fchoh ampt van 
Zutfhen ; the third that of Breevoort or Brede- 
ford,- nam d het Drofi ampt van Bredeford 5 the 
fourth is ftil d het Richter am pt van Voesbmgh, 

and belongs to the Town of Boesbureh, as the 
Wt and lalt does to the Town of Lochem, 60m 
whence it is denominated het fchoh atnft van 
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H E fourth Quarter of 

Geldre takes its name 

from its chief City,call'd 
Arnheim^ and in Latin 
Arnhemum, and by fome 
Arnehemium, which im- 
ports as much as the ha- 
bitation of the Imperial 
Eagle 5 and indeed not 
onlv the City it fdt, 



but divers of the prime Nobility of this Pro- 
vince, give Spread-Eagles in their Coats of 
Arms. Aloft learned men agree in the opinion 
that this was the Arenacum mention'd b v T tcitus 
in the ftth Book of his Hiftory. Not far from 
Arubeim ftands a little Village call'd. Rencum, 
from whence fome derive the ancient name of 
this City, fuppollng only A, which denotes a 
River to be prefixed to it 5 for that makes Aren- 
cum, between which and Arenacum there is little 

j f ence5 ^ uc tn ^ s ^ s no more then conjeaiure, 
and has in reality no foundation at all, fince the 
name of die foremcntion'd Village appears in 
the writings of former Ages to have been not 

Rencum, but Redinchem. 

Amheim is the capital City of the Betawjand the 
teat of the fupreme Council of the Dukedom of 
Geldre. It is feated on the right fide of that branch 
or the Rhine which retains its name, being about 
two German miles diftant from Nimeguen, and as 
manv from Vcesburg 3 and is a very large, neat, and 
nroiig Qty.The Rhine wafhes its Walls at the Gate 
can aSabels-poort 5 and fome part of it ft anding up- 
on a higher, fome upon a lower ground, the 
whole is on therein* fide commanded bvaHili, 
{[ ch «i requital for the injury it may therbv do 
2 ICQ ds forth a large current of water,which does 
not only turn fevcral Mills in the Suburbs, and 
one within the Walls of the Citv, but fills alfo 
a large flat bottom'd Ditch, all lind with Frce- 
itonc which almoft furrounds the place , and 
« 'laid to be the faireft and largett that is anv 
wnere to befeen. The other fortifications are 



all hn'd with Brick, their Ramparts being great 
and well built 5 fo that upon the whole they have 
not many ltrongcr Towns in all their Provinces. 
Ahho it was in fuch a condition of ftrength in 
72, yet was it then attack'd and furrender'd the 
fame day 5 and the French in the beginning of 
tne following year judg'd it requifite to add to its 
fortincations, raifingalfoa large Magazine for 
all manner of provifions, and bringing hither 
the great Guns from Vtrecht and Harderwyck? 
which thing, together with their enlarging the 
Works of this place, even after they had thrown 
up the greateft part of their Cbnquelts in the 
United Netherlands, rais'd great jealoufies among 
the Dutch of fome farther deiign 5 but their minds 
were foon quieted, the French at length departing 
hence alfo, after an agreement made of 170000 
Gilders to be paid as a raufom for this Citv and 
the whole Velaw. The hard ufage which this 
Town met with from Charles of Burgundy is to 
be feen in the Annals of thefe Countries. It 
was taken by the Earl or M<eurs in the time of 
die Prince of Parma, about the year 1585. 

From the foremen tiond HHU which on the 
Velaw fide overlooks this place, there is a verv 
pleafant piofpect into the Belds of the Bet aw, 
which in the proper feafons of the year are co- 
ver'd all over with Wheat, Barley* Oats, and 
all manner of Grain and PuKe. Towards the 
North you behold the feveral Hills, Woods, and 
Heaths of the Velaxv? which are principallv re- 
ferv'd for hunting, being fufficientlv ftock'd with 
moft forts of Game 5 as was formerly in a more 
efpecial manner , a Park of the Dukes of Gel- 
dre, not far from Amheim, wali'd and ditch'd 
about for that purpofe 5 where the Citizens at 
prefent take the air, applying it to little other 
ufe, and only making it ferviceable in that man- 
ner to their health and ordinary recreations. 

Amheim his five Gaies, four whereof ( being 
built of Brick ) were made fo very ftrong diat 
they fcrv'd in ancient times a^fomany Forrrelles 
agamft any foreign aftault 5 and that which is 
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call'd St Johns-Gate, was an. 1537, by order of 
Duke Charles of Egmond? upon the apprehenfion 
of Charles the Fifth's approach with his Army, 
fortified at the charge of the City with exceed- 
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other fortifications ^) . ... 

7bor«, that is, the Geldre Tower (of which the 
ruins are mil to be fcen ) being alfo the fame 
year erected by command of the forcfaid Duke 
Charles. Near unto the Rhyngate is a paflagc 
over a bridge of Boats into the Bet aw. Before 
the fjrft tedious and facrilegious War with Spain 
here was a College of Canons, which having 
been founded at firft by Walgar Lord of Teirfier- 
bant, in the Town of Tiel, was afterwards, viz- 
an. 1328, tranflated hither, as to a place of grea- 
ter defence and fecurity. In the South part of 
thisOty ftood alfo a Convent of Francifcan Friers, 
in the Eafl part of the Chappel whereof is the 
Heart of Charles Duke of Geldre ( I fuppofe the 
fbrefaid Charles of Egniond ) reported to have 
been interred. In the Ealt fide of Amheim was 
another Convene of Nuns 3 and on the North- 
fide an Hofpital of the fraternity of Rhodes 5 
the lait whereof was a building of exceeding 
great antiquity, as appears from its Church 
( dedicated to St. John ) tho much impair'd and 
depriv'd of one of its Towers by that dreadful 
irire which 1525 is recorded to have burnt 
the whole City in a manner down to the ground. 
Amheim did in former Ages receive a Toll or 
Tribute for all commodities brought to its Fairs 
out of the Velarpz, but this was bought off by 
Otho the fecond, about the year 1 240. Amon^ 
the three publick Buildings for pious ufcs, whf- 
ther is made the Jafl and beft retreat of hbneft 
poverty, is the Hofpital for aged perfons, calfd 
anciently the Iflazzd of God y endowed with very 
good Revenues, and made the comfortable re- 
ceptacle of the poorer Citizens 5 where thofe 
whom the world (as we fay ) hasfrown'd upon 
are neatly and plentifully maintained. The 
Church of St. Martin ( for to him was it dedi- 
cated at firft, tho from the year 1453 it has 
been denominated from St. Eufebius ) is a very 
noble building, adornd with a ftately and beau- 
tiful Tower. The Hall or Palace, formerly one of 
the Habitations of the Princes of Geldre, was thro 
the carelcfnefs of thofe who fhould have kept a 
better eye upon fo terrible an inmate as Gun- 
powder, almoft wholly blown up and ruin'd 
about the year 1585?. Befides that at Redinchem 
or Rencum, there were three other Aionaiteries 
in the Suburbs and neighbourhood, all of them 
feated in the mod pleafant part of the Country 
and very near equally diftant from Amheim it 
felf . The firft in dignity was that of St. Augz<fii ne 
and famous beyond the others for its charity 
to the poor. The fecond was built by Rehzald 
the fecond Duke of Geldre, and his Datchefs 
Leonora : Daughter of the King of England, me- 
morable for the Tombs and Vaults of divers 
Princes and perfons of highefl Quality h the In- 
traJs of the fo often mentioned Duke Charles 
being laid up in this place. It was a magnifi- 
cent Building, and of a very great circumference 
as appears from Duke Arnold's having his Lode' 
mgs m it, diftincl from the reft of the Convent • 
where he made almoft his conftant abode and 
did not now and then take up only for want of 
a better accommodation. The third was call'd 
Bethany and belong d to a Society of Nuns - 
whereof, as of the other two, there is nothm* 
now rernainnig but fome broken pieces of an? 
cient Walls, and other awful remembrances of 
antiquity. Nor rnuft we pafs by Oofierbeck. a 



fmall adjoining Village, but ennobled bv th 
birth of Hezzry the third, as is recorded in tK 
Hiftorvof Geldre, under the year 10275 whj c f 
was a lucky accident to one Bemoldus the ord* 
nary Paiior of the Village 5 for he immediate/J 
carrying the news to the Father, at that tircc 
Emperor, was by him prefently gratified with 
the BiiLopnc of Vtrecht. 

The Government of this City is thus confti- 
tuted. In the firft place they have a Judg, who 
claims that Title not only over Arnheim bat 
over that other particular Diftrict which is cali d 
the Border or Skirt of the Velaw 5 and prefides 
in all Judicial affairs, whether of a Civil or Cri- 
minal nature 5 as like wife in fuch caufes as he 
between Strangers, or between Strangers and 
Citizens, and are determinable in the inferior 
Courts. The abfolute appointment of this Judo- 
did I fuppofe when Janjon wrote (that is,i n the va* 
cancy of the StadthoJderfhip) belong to the States 
Provincial but both before and fince the cuftom 
was for the Tecrarchy to nominate,and the Gover- 
nor or S tad tholder, together as fome tell us with 
the Chancellor and Provincial Senate, to chufeand 
ultimately refolve on the pcrfon. Next to him 
they have two Burgomailers, who vearly upon 
the Feaft of the Convcrfion of St./Warecho- 
fen by the Efchevms out of their own number 
Their Office is to prefide over, and direct the 
Elchevms in all caufes whether Civil or Crimi- 
nal 5 the number of the {aid Efchevins beins 
twelve who together with the Burgomafters 
hear and determine all fuits and controverfics 
of what nature foever, audit the publick accounts, 
and have the fup.antendence in all things rela- 
ting to the common weal and ftate of the Citv 
VV^hen an Eiehevin dies, or in any other manner 
quits Ins Office another is chofen into his place 
by the votes of thofe who remain, according 
to the Grant of Otho of Na/fav, the Eril Earl of 

cu'J n ^ C fourch P ]ace tijcrc arc 6x Mafters 
ot the Guilds, or Fraternities, inferior andfub- 
je-vient, efpecially in matters of Taxes and pub- 
lick fales ana impositions, to the Burgomafters, 
Dy whom, together with the Efchevms, they 
are chofen out of a certain number propos'd 
to them by the Guild-mafters of the prece- 
dent year, and the Tribes or Companies of the 
people. Befides thefe there are fortv-eight 

I ^ tS 4 ( - £bl L d b 7 thcm de Geefrooren Gemeente ) • 

elected in the fame manner, and concerned in 
matters of the like nature, but under the Guild- 
mafters the fenior of whom confults and em- 
ploys them upon occafion. The Magiftracv 
ot this City is reported to have been feveral 

i? CS ^° fo greac famc for wifdom and juffice, 
that divers foreign Towns, particularly that of 
Czdenbz^ in the BetavP, were wont to have re- 
courfe hitner m die moft difficult and intricate 
controverfies. 

\™ A nt ei % V S c £ra wa,1 ' d about fortified 
,1a E f l ° f G f /(Ire > aboQt the vear 1233, 
Irtrt" aftc / wards endowed with Very hr|e 
c£ll *f S * fudl aS werc ' the exemtion of the 

™Z^r 1 , pa r Jn R an ^ To]1 or Cuftom tho- 
rowout the vyhoie Ducchy and Earldom, and 

t 3 n to wh]ch ™e may add , the priviiedge 

mn m ^;w T ^?*>cnjoy'd by them in corn- 
ri« Z d i th S lnhabl ^nts of the reft of the Or 
3Su?rh?! S Pr ° VInce l ! this P^ce having alfo, 
bodv 5rf VC 2r l P* , becn incorporated into the 
body of the Hanfeatick, or Free Cities of Germa- 

founn t J< 5 de p C f Cdls us of ^ Diamonds 
T " Car U ^ t0 ^toAch as are hkewife nam- 

ltd , C °T C r? hcCS 0t Franc ^ Bohemia, Silefza, En g - 

land and J&x&V. The Geldrians are us'd t 

fir, 
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f 2 y when they compare thofe Cities together $ 
that it is Nimeguen the Ancient, Ruremond the 
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Uldl " O # ~ " ^ w "5 c f//t///U 11JV. 

Gteat,Zutphen the Rich,and Ar7tbezmthcPlcafa.nt. 
e j Reinerus Tegnagelius, a pcrfbnof noble defcent, 
ProfefTor of Law in the Univerfity of La-vain 5 
wrote,(befides other things) an Hiftorical account 
of the Princes of Geldre down to Charles the Fifth. 
2. Fredericus Sandius wrote an excellent Bool: of 
the Feudal Law , publift/d after his death 
by his Brother John. 3. Henricm Aqziilius, his 
Compendium of the Geldrian Chronicle is well 
known in thefe Countries. 

Harderveyck. ftands upon the South fide of the 
Zuyder-Zee, the waters whereof make fuch con- 
tinual encroachments upon it, efpeciallv to the 
Eaftward, that they have taken full pofleffion 
of thofe places where not many years fince were 
rich fields of Mcadow-ground' 3 the inhabitants 
being at a great and conftant charge in main- 
taining their old, and carting up new banks and 
fences, whereby to fecure the very Walls of the 
City, not only to the North, where it lies alto- 
gether upon the Sea, but alfo on the Eaft and 
Well parts thereof. Over againft Hardervyck, 
or between it and Frizeland^ lies a little Ifland 
call'd Vrck, fuppos'd to have been the feat of 
the ancient Vrii, but now redue'd to very fmall 
dimenfions; there being men alive about thirty 
years ago who remembred large parcels of Land 
taken from it by the Sea 5 upon fome part whereof 
flood a Church not above eighty years fince, 
the ruins whereof are only to be feen at low water! 
Not far from Vrck is another fmall Ifland,wherein 
are two poor places inhabited by Fiihermen, 
call'd Emeloort and Ens 5 and near to which* 
when there is a very calm Sea, Cawfeys and pa v'd 
ways are plainly difcover'd, with Poles and Oars- 
there being fometimes no confiderable depth of 
water in fuch places, from whence we may very 
well conclude, that a large portion of this South 
Sea was formerly inhabited and poffefs'd by men - 
and indeed it fufficicntly appears from feveral 
teftimomes of Chronologers, that the inmoft: 
part ot the faid Sea between the Zflie and the 
mouth of toe Tjjel have been exceedingly enlarg'd 
imce the time or the Romans 5 it having been then 
ot nocking near the prefcne bredth and capacity. 

Harderwickis fo call'd either from the hardnefi 
ot tne toil, which is efpeciallv remarkable where 
ac prefent is the ftarion of their Ships 5 or as 
others wiii nave it from its having been formerly 
a Village ot Shepherds. It was anciently poiTefs'd 
ot a famous School, which has been by the Pro- 

ce ( vis?, an. 1 64S ) 
er.cted to the dignity of an Univerfity ; (ha- 
ving been augmented and made more illuftri- 
ous about twenty years before under the pa- 
tronage and bv the authority of the Velavian 
ietrarchy or Quarter of Geldre) at which time 

pfiucl m the Lan §^ges, Divinicv, Law, and 
ini ofophy were infticutcd, together with their 
certain Salaries aftign'd them, and a publick Au- 

cWc ° r ^ 2CC ? ¥ Buiidln S for their folemn Le- 
2 Thc Library belonging to the fame is 
vh™, S OI pmended by their own writers 5 by 
v re P° rtcd to be excellently fumifli'd 
S u ° rt l° f Books 5 not only in Latin and 
ar/ at; alfo m thc £ aftern Tongues, fuch as 

oL ft™] f/T c ^ and having more- 

^Volumes brought out of China, and 

Scu W m V hC i ! an 3 ua S« of that Country. The 
tion ^ thls P iacc &*joy *c ufual exem- 
amono I ?i F^ lviled ^s of foreign Univerfities 3 
cuferl? cil onc Is that whereby they areex- 
uoon i*° m pa >' ul 3 *e ufual Taxes and Cuftoms 
&f d n Win ^ The Rector, who is thc 
F me lMa Siftrate, is chofen yearly by thc fix 

Netherlands. 



£ J?7* u Her 5 iS aIfo a S »Pk of Fi&, caTi'd 
den Afslagh and granted to this Town w^h 

exclunon of all other places, by Arnold Duke of 

Geldre, an. 1443. Har derrick is faid to ow^ks 

e"i oT c th n e c P Wans to 0r i of ***** &s 

Larl of Z ne Province 3 whercunto long after 
that is in the time of the firft war with Spain 

were added on the Ke/^ fide. About the year 1 5 o ? 
tnere happen d a moft dreadful fire, by which 
it was aimoft utterly confum'd, not above fix 
or leven Houfes remaining 5 a great number 
ot men and women being deftroy'd in the flames 
among whom were not a few Scholars. The pre - 
lent Buildings are faid to referable thofe of Lubeck 
and. Hamburg h the Porches and Entries whercunto 
are large, and proportionable to thefiories of the 
Houfes which are very high 5 this being efpecially 
remarkable m that Street which in their own 
language they call de Donckerfiraete. Anion? 
their publick Edifices, the Cathedral Church of 
^ Mary excells all the reft. It lias an exceeding 

B^/? WCr ' J^^, may fcrvc as a Sea-mark tS 
thofe Ships and Vefiels that pafs to and fro within 

light of it 5 not only the outward appearance 
of the Church it felf being Irately and auguft, 
but the workmanfhip of its inward parts, efpe- 
cially Roof and Arches, fuch as very powerfully 
detain the eyes of admiring Grangers and tra- 
vellers. This place was moreover adorn'd in 
former Ages not only with an Hofpital for the 
poor, but fix Religious Houfes, three whereof 
belong d unto Friers, and the other three to 
Nuns 5 all of them being at this day either in- 
habited by the Townsmen or ( which may feem 
to anfwer the end of their firft inftitution, or 
at lealt to come much nearer to it ) are con- 
verted to the ufes of the Univerfity 5 the Library 
of whick takes up fome part of thofe ancient 
Buildings The firft and chief of them ftood 
•without the City, and was dedicated to St. John 5 
the lecond belonging to the order of St.Jeromz 
and the. third to the Fr ancifcans, which laft was 
founded by Elenor Wife of Reinold the fecond, 
who took care to have it provided of a very 
good Church, and endow'd with confiderable 
revenues. The fame was utterly ruin d at the 
taking of this place an. 1572, the Church being 
burnt down, and part of the Church-yard con- 
verted to the publick ufes of the City. Thc 
other three Religious Houfes were appropriated 
to Female Societies, of the Orders of St. Augujlin, 
St. Catharine, and St. Francis ; the firft of them 
being dedicated to St. Agnes, altho the Vow of 
its Nuns and their courfe of life and devotion 
was according to the Rule, as is faid, of St. Auftin. 
I omit their old Caftle, on the Eaft fide of thc 
City, and fome other buildings long fince bu- 
ried in their own nuns. 

The Woods near Harderwick abound in thc 
fcafon ( which continues but lix weeks ) with great 
plenty of that Berry which is call'd in their lan- 
guage Blaeziwe-befien, Kraeckrbefien, Klappe-kprnen, 

and Ever-hefieit. They will not keep above three 
or four days, and are reckon'd at Amfterdam and 
thorowout Holland among their chiefeft fecond 
Courfe Dainties 5 into which Province there are 
fuch quantities of them tranfported during the 
forefaid fmall fpa.ee of dme, that the very fraight 
amounts ufually to above 3 or 400 Crowns. 

About the beginning of 1^73, the French 
leffening the number of their Garrifbns, for the 
reinforcement of fuch as mull: be maintained 
( not being able to fpare men out of their Ar- 
mies for that purpofe ) caus'd the Walls of this 
Town among others to be pull'd quite down 5 
and in Auguft thc fame year part of it was burnt 

- 1- f ' by 
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by Luxemburg as he march'd to the relief of Naer- 
den 3 it being again fet on fire by the French* 
even to the ruining of one third of the whole, in 
OSiober following, at which time they were upon 
quitting this together with (everal other con- 
quer'd places. They demanded 12000 Gilders 
to fave the City from total deftruction , and 
blowing up two of its Gates, left it fo naked and 
defencelefs that it was in efFect no other then 
an open Village 5 nor did the States judg it 
it a place of fo great confideration as to deferve 
the care and charge of having its fortifications 
thprowly repair d 3 yet by the induftry of the 
Citizens it was in a fhort time fcnc'd about with 
Palifadoes, and a Breaft-work caft up to fecure 
them from roving parties. 

Petrus Guinellus wrote a Book of the Doctrine 
and Art of Demonftration, an. 1554. Gerardus 
Voetius is commended for his skill in the Law, 
and feveral EmbarHes wherein he acquitted him- 
fclf very well 5 and is faid together with Fiber- 
tus Leoninus, his predeceflbr in the Chancellor- 
ihip of Geldres, upon the erection of the Dutch 
Commonwealth, to have contrived the model 
of the prefent Ariftocracy of this Province. 

Wageningen, a Town of very great antiquity, 
is two German miles from Arnheim, and as many 
from Nimeguen. In fomc ancient writings it is 
call'd Wagen-eynd, and Wagenuwega 5 and is con- 
cluded by moft to be that Vada mentioned to- 
gether with Arenacum and Grinnes by Tacitus 

by whom they are termed indifferent good Vil- 
lages. The fame Vada was aha ul ted by Civilis 
die Bat avian, but ftoudy defended by Julius 
Briganticus, hjs Sifters Son 3 who out of a ha- 
tred conceived againft Jiis Uncle, join'd with the 
Romans, and ferv'd them in the war. Wageningen 

near unto the 

u ne i} ?f dm S ? n a moorilh and clay-ground, 
which adds much to its urength and ddence 
neverthelds natner it nor Elburg, Hattem, Har- 
dervnek., Amersfoort, Rhenen, or Naerdenvrere ca- 
pable of making any manner of refiftancc to 
the French in 72 ; the reafon whereof was (as 
is fuppos d ) that lying fo far within the Domi- 

to fifrnl 5f Stat ?t 1C was thou S ht faperfluous 
to furni/h them with good Garrifons, or to keep 

up their Works m conftant repair this place 

th£ 8 f 31 i hat - t,mc V as we *» told/hardly any 
other fortification befides its Rampart. On the 

S„S= dC K° f ^ * Heath, four or Se 

th ^ I n m thc narroweft place 5 and on 
the other fide are very good paftures, interim™ 
Wth fome very fruitful arable lands! 

*„AU tem u ds , u P° n thc Weft ^e of the Ifel 

is diftant but half a German mile 5 being about 
four times as far from Elburg. I was IrnilFd 

bv^uT* ^ H a u Very " ron S Caftle, bSk 
J,Jl 1 the 5 rft ' wher <=unto <TW« of Z*- 
ITt'A TT UaKd SfneraUy the laft Duke of (£1 
Jre added new worksand fortifications; whereby 

XZ* P u C iJ nt ° fo Sood a pofture of defend 
that it held out a fiege againft G« rl Telenet 

hasten '* ^ ^ £ 

about the yS "7*9 % by &C 

which ^ikcS y dni thC re/t " pis £ ^ concerning 
itis ver ^ , ? " not a PPear of what antiquity 

££, 3 / r * J ? not fo ancient as any of the 
former ferns probable both from the fafhfon of 
ik buildings, and from its not having bVeTwaII ? d 

T»a • S aItho 1C be found together with 

Amhevn, Harder^, and other places of 5- 



</re, in the number of the Hans-Towns T t * 
of a fquarc or oblong figure, and ftandsupon 
the (hpre, and in a kind of a Creek of the South 
Sea 5 having three Gates, whereof two are di 
rectly oppofite to one another, the third open 
mg to the Port, which was begun to be built 
not many years before the time of Ifaac Ponta 
nus. A fmall River pafTes thorow the middle 
of it, over which are built five Stone-brid- cs 
from the middlemoft whereof (upon which is kept 
the BOi-market ) you have a clear view of all the 
three Gates. Some will have thename deriv'dfrom 
Ede/, ( which in Dutch fignifies Noble ) and Burob 
The opinion of Stephanas Pighius, who brings* 
it from JEUus Gracilis Legat under Nero in Gallia 
Belgica, feems far fetch'd and meerly conjectu- 
ral, having indeed no other foundation but thc 
rcfembling found of a very fhort fyllable. Others 
will have it fo nam'd from a long Street in it 
calPd File. But Ifaac Pontanus approves rather 
of an etymology which he (ays was accidentally 
hinted to him by a friend and fellow Student - 
who told him, that the beft part of this Town 
ftood upon a field formerly caJl'd File, and that 
he did not queftion but from thence it took its 
denomination. 

The Veluwe or Velavt> 9 which makes at this 
day a a>nfiderable part of Geldre 9 and was at hrft 
cut oft from the Body of Germany by Drufus's 
Channel $ is in moft places, efpecially in the 
middle, very barren and covered with Heath * 
from whence it is fuppos'd to have had its name, 

tor the Dutch Ouwe or auwe denotesafield,and vael 
fignifies an alhy or heathy colour 5 or fuch a 
one as is proper to thofe places which arefeldom 
bedeck d with a fruitful green 5 the Country be- 
tween the Waal and the Rhine being call'd in 
oppofition to this ( which is no way compara- 
ble to it for the goodnefs of foil ) Betuwe or 
tne Bet awe ( from bet or bat, which fignifies 
better and the forefaid ouwe or auwe) which 
plainly imports more rich and fruitful fields and 
pafturegrounds.The Bet aw indeed is very reafona- 
bly thought to be the ancient Batavia, or at leaft 
the beft part of it 5 nor will this opinion feem 
inconhftent with the newly mention'd etymo- 
logy, if we confider the ftabihty as well 
as great antiquity of the Teutonick. Language 5 
and may believe it probable, that this tracl: of 
ground took its name rather from the nature 
ot the foil, then from its firft German inhabi- 
tants the Batavz 3 of whom we muft give a more 
large account hereafter. 

A large portion of the Velawe was annex'd 
to Geldre by Henry rhe firft, third Earl of the 
irovince, to whom it was given in Dowry 
With Sinarda Daughter of Godfry Duke of Lo- 
rain ■ having before that time appertained to the 
l^ukedom of Brabant. The whole was anciendy 
honour d with the title of an Earldom, as ap- 
pears from an old Charter bearing date in the 
year 1 1?6. J t j s bounded at this day bv the 

f Uy A I rP r thc Bifh °Pnc ofZ/trecht, the Rhine, 
and the Ifel 5 and is water'd only by fome finaU 
currents, not defervmg the name of Rivers 5 fuch 
as are the Grebbe, which runs between Wagenin- 
gen and Rhenen h the Grift by Hattem ^ andthe 
Voorvaert betwen Deventer and Zutphen. The 

°u ftandln S Pool, which lies to- 

wards the middle of die Velaw, calTd Vdder- 
hZZl Vteelermeer , is of no great compafs, 
hardly equalling (as Janfbn tells us ) the Italian 
Avernus, near Naples in Campania. 

y? 7 uf are divcrs S° od Manners and 
N ^ ]ci P cn 5 fuch as are ScarpenzeeK 
tP T J*"? R °l enda * 1 * Kannenburg^ Vor/i, Middach- 
ten, tlagb, Mars, Dcrfweert, Hullenjiein, Hafeloo, 

Putter- 
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Kernhem, Schoonierbeeck*. Halle, <Sc. In former 
ages were many more, among which wc find 
the ftrongCaftle of Suaneburg* whereof famous 
mention is feveral times made in the Actions 
of Duke Arnold, about the year 1425. On the 
Vtrecbt fide, towards the Zuyder-Zee, thc Town 
of Niekerck is a great ornament to this Country, 
it being a place particularly commendable for 
its pleafant fituation Here was a Fortreis of 
good ftrength built by Charles of Fgmond, in 
the courfe of that war which happen'd between 
him and the Burgundians about the Title to the 
Dutchy of Geldre. A great part of the Vela w 
is cover'd ( as has been faid ) with large Woods, 
which confift not wholly of Copfes and Thic- 
kets, but in many places are made up of goodly 
Oaks and Beech-trees. Among thefe are the 

Putter-bofch, Gortler-bofch?Sj>eulder-bofch, Boerolfche- 
bofch, Soerder-bcfch, 4&c. with feveral others to be 
found in the Map. 

The Country Prefectures , or Governments, 
in this Quarter, are of two forts, the Greater, 
call'd by them Groot-Ampten 3 and the Letter, 
term'd Kleyne-Ampten. The Greater, and which 

include the Territory of the leffer , are thofe 
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of the Velaw _and thc Velveteen, the Lower 
Velau whzch lies to the Wefl-ward is fhr- 
rounded by the Upper, the Rhine, the Diocefi 
of Vtrechu and the Ztiyder-Zee 5 and con taTm 
withm its Junfdiaion five TribuAals, o~ 
of Jud 1C anire, call'd by them Scbchan™t££d 

fcated at Eede, Barnevelt, Nie^erck., Pmten, and 

l\Z e l iJTv wkch r e asain ° thet Iow « 

places of Juftjcc, as under Eede are Veen ( part 

7I W t C ^ l dhg f bdon S s to thc Bilhopric of 
•Utrecht X Beanekom, isc. under Barnevelt arc 

Vorthuyfen, Garderen, i*c. The Velvezoom J,es 
along the bank of the Ifel, and has its name 
trom its fituation ; for the Dutch word zoom 
fignifies a skirt, hem, or border of a Garment - 
and fuch feems this tracl: to be in relation to 
the body of the Velaw, the Upper Diftrict whereof 
is bounded on thc Eaft fide by this, and on the 
Weft by the Lower Betaw ; but concerning any 
mferior Courts either in that or the Velvezoom I 
find no mention in Janfon or others. They tell us, 
that from any of thefe Country Prefe&urcs there 
lies an Appeal to a place call'd Engelander-Holt, 
which is fituatc towards the middle of the whole- 
Tetrarchy. 
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Ancient Batavia. 



The Bata- 
vi defen- 
ded from 
the Catti. 




HE Ancient Batata arc 
generally fuppos'd to 
have dcfcended from 
the Catti, they being 
one part of that Na- 
tion whilft they conti- 
nued in Germany ; but 

being upon certain in- 
teftine difcords, forced 
to retire, and feek out 



w null, ana ICCK OUt 

a new feat for themfelves in fome remote and 
toreign Country, they came at laft to the bor- 
ders ot Gaul, and are faid to have taken pof- 
fefiion of the Ifland of the Rhine, and fome other 
Places then void of inhabitants ; but as for the 
exact fimits of the ancient Batavia they cannot 
be agreed upon by the moft learned and inqui- 
frnvc ot the Belgic Writers. The forefaid Pe- 
rcent of the Bata-vi, and their tranfmigration 

^ord?f / artS ' 3re L VCry evident fr om the 
™ ° f T t" tU \2 ? hK Book De M °"**s Ger- 

Srj^ n { * yS ' ° mnium hm 

7 f , P r>1" P ? 1 BataVJ > 72071 multum « Sip, f ed 

Pulus tefeditione domeftica in eas fedestran&refus 
in quzbus parsRcmani Imperii fierent. Th e ffm e 

Tacitus s words are yet more 'full and clear ™s 
Z^f P ° In u' m , the ^ntieth Book of his 

tZZ'xt thCre , he tdk us > that BatavtdZc 
trans Rhenum agebant, pars Cattorum, feditionTdo- 

two 7 Wcre ™ m *> would he the 

X^refe^'H if S "V*? tUne of Hadrianus Ju- 

Part of Gm***, mhabited by the faid cwf [he 



^,,% c Y ar,ous u i but that of the newly 
mention d Junius who would have, it to be the 
prefent Haflia, feems moft probable ; for he 
brings very good proof thereof, as that Tacitus 
A t^ A C ^ untr J r b fS*n at the Hercinian Wood, 

A?I A f r l"?° n ^ C ^/«and Hermunuduri, 
the laft of which people arefuppos'd, by the beft 

j u" tfeosraphcrs, to have inhabited Afi/jw* 
and the Upper 5Wy, as the firft the territories 

iJtfxrS -i B T*»f»"t.- Add to this, their 
long drfcord, and fatal battel with the Hermun- 
dun for the poffeffion of the River Sale 5 and 
the River Adrana (now Eder) being faid by Ta- 
citus to run thorow part of their Country ; to- 
gether with the County of Catzenelnbogen in the 
Landgraviate of Raffia , and the Cattle there 
call d by the fing e name of Cat Z . But the fame 
Junius is deferred by moft learned men in his 

op mon concerning the etymology of the name 
Batavm . afnrm d by him without doubc or 

~3Sr C ° C ° m ^ from Have > which fi S nlfies a 

h^fr, i j j r<zW/ ' whom he reports to have 
Si- COQ ? m anded by him in their tranf- 

^SS °k into „ th,s Country. This he hopes to 
confirm by telling us, that Bato was an ufual 
name among the Germans and Dalmatians, where- 

r SS ^ "l ftanccs 5 which I think will. 

ever L a VC tUIn ' H ce no Auth °r before him 
fiT^k 6 m £ ntIon of this Aw. 5 neither is there 
l™f as . hls n ame in r*«,*,, tho the fame 
he r^o a r ^ . ^ wna t miftake I cannot tell) that 
th/fJS r Ciwfc tohave been defcended from 

i whereas he fays no more but that 
5? u and C/ exce H'd all others, as 

fomfJ?S u P ro § cn y of ^eir Kings, or (as 
C^Z^A aVC lc f- ran P^d ) Princes, St fupreme 
£nW • Theur tri6in S is altogether as no- 

ThS, ° thc CoUntr y ^ flat and low. 
noie lecm to come nearet the truth who affirm 

the 
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the Country to have been denominated, not 
from any particular perfon, but from the body 
of the people themfelves 5 but whether they 
brought this name with them out of Germany, 
or had it afterwards impos'd for fome fpecial 
reafon, or upon any particular emergency, feems 
not cafilv determinable. Tacitus? it is true, in 
one of the forefaid places fays, Batavi dum trans 
Rhenum agebant pars Cattorum, isre. but why may 

not this be fuppos'd a very natural Prolepfts, and 



of iz on 



us the Mare Oceanum for a boundary 
one fide 5 which certainly has little or nor- n- 
to do with it efpecially to fuch an intent,' ac- 

C ° V?i ? p P? fi , cc Sroundkfs opinion. 

He fhaJl not lnuft here upon the old co>-^ 
of the Rhine by ' Vtrecbt and Ley den (which 

Mary calls its middle Channel ), nor upon the 
Channel by which Drufus denv'd a great part 
of its waters into the Ijfel, having fpoken fuffi- 

, - v r cicntly of both towards the besinninsr of our 

to import no more then that the people when firit General Dcfcription 3 but we mu£ take 
he wrote call d Batavi were in Gf^/y part of notice, that by die latter the property as well 

as face of the whole Country was perfectly al- 
ter'd, for thereby a large tract of ground' was 
cut oft from the body of Germany and added in 
effect, to the polTeflions of the Batavians 3 whefe 
Territory ( calFd by fome Pliny s Batavia, and 



117 



he wrote call'cl Batavi were in Germany part of 
the Nation of the Catti 5 efpecially feeing it is 
more then probable they brought the name of 
Catti along with them into thefe parts ( as is 
manifeit from the two Catwycf^ ), and the name 
of the Batavi does not appear to be of equal 
antiquity. Which if true, the etymology of 
Betake or Betaxv ( and from thence the Latin 
Batavia) given in our foregoing account of the 
Velar? , may perhaps (if we confidcr, as is there 
faid 5 the great antiquity of, and little change 
that has been made in the Language) prove 
even as gcod as the beft. 

The Territory of thefe ancient and famous 
Batavians ( tor fuch they were in the molt, flou- 
rifhing times of the Roman Empire ) is certainly 
by fome too much contracted, who confine it 
to that fpace of ground which is almoft en- 
cqrnpafb'd about by the two prefent branches 
of the Rhine. For it is manifefl from fc veral 
evidences^ and particularly from Tacitus s non 
mzdtum ex ripa, in diftinc1:ion from the Rhine- 
Ifland it felf, that the beft part of the tract be- 
tween the Rhine and the Mofe made a portion 
of their firlt. and original feat in thefe Coun- 
tries 5 Nimeguen having been undeniably their 
chief City and xMetropohs. Behdes this, thofe 
that maintain the forefaid opinion feem to for- 
get tiiat the Rhine in former ages, and for a 
long time, as is believ'd by fome, after the cut- 
ting of Drufus's Channel, or ( if we grant the 
courfe of it to have been firft alter d bv Civilis ) 
for a long time at leaft after that the Batavi left 
Germany, and came to feat themfelvcs in thefe 
Countries, ran from vick de Duerftede to Zftrecht? 
and from thence to Woerden, Bodegrave, Leyden, 
and fo by Rh 'mburch and Catwyck. to the Sea, it 
being not above 3 or 9oo years ago (in the judg- 
ment of many ) fince ( partly bv accident, and 
partly by art ) it was turn d into the Leek, whofe 
Channel it afterwards made its own 5 fo that 
to exclude out of the ancient Batavia anv part 
ot that tract of ground which would have been 
encompafsd by that River had it continued its 
ancient courfe to this dav, feems altogether 
unreaionable. Upon the former confiderations 
wc may very fafely adhere to the opinion of 
tiadnanus Junius in this matter, who puts thefe 
down for the principal Towns comprehended 
f C| 2S 7 truc ol d Ifland of the Rhine 5 vi^ Heuf- 

k ac Buren * Vicli <k Duerfiede, Vianen, Czzlen- 
fr&pperen, Heuclom, Leer dam, Ife/fiein, Mont- 
Jon, Woerden, Ozzdwater, Gorcum, Schoonhoven? Dort, 
wude, Leyden, Delph, Rotterdam, Sciedam, and the 
w«5 omitting Nieuport and Haeflraet, becaufe 
otner Towns have been fince built upon the 
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the New Batavia) was accounted not long « 
to comprehend Holland, ZJtrecht, ai:d part of 
Geldrez, including the whole of that much lar- 
ger Ifland made by the Rhine and Lock on the 
one fide, and the Rhine united with the life I on 
the other 5 befides the whole Betarv, and a irood 
part of the Country between the Waal and the 
Mofe. This is the Batavia defcrib'd bv Hadria- 
nus Junius. And as for the former, which we 
have affirmed above to be the true old Batavia, 
even that is much larger then what is cfteem'cl 
the old Batavia by Blaeu and Janfon , as ap- 
pears from the Inscription of their Maps and 
account of places contain'd therein, moil where- 
of ( and no doubt with cxcluhon of all others ) 
they fuppofe within the real bounds of the Ba- 
tavian Territory 5 wherein their opinion feems to 
be as erroneous as their pains are certainly fuper- 
fluous, to fay no worfe^ in dcCcrihing feveral 
Towns, and fome of them totidem verbis, both 
here and in the Provinces whereunto at this dav 
they belong y which for our part we fhall onlv 
enumerate in this place, referring the Reader 
for a full account of them to their faid refpective 
Provinces. It cannot be imagin'd^hat they Ihould 
mention feveral of thofe places as comprehended 
within their own Batavia 5 and yet there feems 
no great reafon why they ihould defcribe them 
here meerly for neighbourhood or good fellow- 
fhip: for certainly it would be very imperti- 
nent for Geograpiiers in their defcription of one 
Country to do any more ( and that only when 
fome particular confederation makes it requi- 
fite) then barely mention the adjacent places 
of thofe that lye next it. Schenckfconce ( with 
which we begin ) is in the firft, as Arnheim and 
Wageningen in the fourth Quarter of Geldre. 
Rhenen, Vyck, de Buerftede, and Venendal arc in 
the Biihopric of ZJtrecht. Vianen, Leer dam, Af- 
pere?z, and Heucljjm, in South Holland. Nime- 
ghen, Bur en, Culenburg, Tie I, and Bommel in the 

riril Quarter of Geldre. G or cum, IV or cum, and 
Heufden in South Holland, Bois-le-Duc, or the 
Bufs-, in the fourth Quarter of Brabant ■ as alio 



Places formerly pofTefs'd bv them. For a fur- 
uicr confirmation of this point, and to make it 
umciendy evident, that the Ifland of the Batavi 
vas bounded on the far fide bv the old Chan- 
el ot the Rhine, we have Ptclomaus Alexandria 
Z US > Wno liv'd in the Reign of Marcus Antoni- 

A?', CXprcfl y Putting Leyden (which he calls 
A /» A„ oy Ba? tt ^ y ) among c j lc Towns ofthatpeo- 

^ 5 and certainly if it had not been fo, Tacitus 
icl not in fo folemn a manner have given 

Netherlands. 



leiier or tne two iVjaps given us together by jan- 
fon, contains the courfe of the Rhine down from 
Rhynberg, or the utmolt bounds of the Terri- 
tory oiColen, to the divifion of the River azScenck? 
fconce, and thence to Arnheim and Nimfghen 5 upon 
each fide whereof ftand Burick_, Wefel>> Rees, and 
Emmeric 3 all which Towns, as well as the forefaid 
Rhynberg, were famous in the wars between the 
United Netherlands and Spain, mo ft of them ha- 
ving then held out very confiderable fieges 5 but 
neverthelefs by a ftrange ( tho I think not un- 
accountable ) fate, were given up the other day 
to the French King as faft in a manner as his Ar- 
mies could move from one place to another. 
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Channel of Eugenia, 



Otherwife call'd 



St. Mary's Channel. 




LMOST infinite is the 
number of the Chan- 
nels made for the con- 
venience of Trade in 
the Low-Country Provin- 
ces 3 but the mod ca- 
pacious, and of great- 
eft note and antiquity, 
are thofe of Drujus, Cor- 
bulo, and Civilis. The 
firft ( whereof we have already made frequent 
mention ) was cut by Drufus Germanicus? to bring 
a good part of rhe Rhine* for reafons fpecihed 
in our firft General Defcription, to the River Na- 
talia, afterwards call'd the Ifel 5 that is, from 
the Village of Ifeloort to the Town of Does- 
burg, which are about 8 or i o miles diftant from 
each other. The fecond is that of Corbulo, re- 
corded by Tacitus in the fecond Book of his An- 
nals, to have been drawn for the fpace of 
twenty-three miles ( Italian no doubt ) between 
the Rhine and the Mofe. The third being dug 
by Claudius Civilis ( that there might be ano- 
ther fence befides that of the Waal to flop the 
progrefs of the Roman Arms), and fuppos'd bv 
Chajer and others to have given beginning to 
the Leek, branch of the Rhine, which before in 
thofe parts pafs'd only by Utrecht and Leyden to 
the Sea. An attempt of the like nature, tho 
not fo fuccefeful as the former, was that of the 

Spaniards under the Arch-Dutchefs Isabella an. 
i626, and an. x6%% - in which years they with 

fhT If r a l nd ^ arge . e *dcavour'd to unite 
the Mofe and the Rhine, by a Channel of great 

length drawn between Venlo and Rhynbergf not 

t Wlth ^ *f*toy continue the fame 
enrS ^ ^ d /^> and fo at once both 

the G J'? ^' {Uch * ° t i ier commodities » 
tne Gwaw* Countries afford, and imooveriOi in 

feme meafure the &nfcdct^csS^w 
tmg off fo considerable a part of their Com- 



Befides, another advantage would there- 
by accrue to them, and that was the hinderance 
of the Dutch Cavalry, which was wont to forage 
thereabouts, and in roving parties mightily in- 
fefted the extremity of Geldre and the neigh- 
bouring Territories. Add hereunto, a great 
point of policy, as 'tis faid to have been account- 
ed at that time not only by themfelves but the 
Englifh and French 5 and that was the flopping 
of all paffage, at left by Land, to fiich foreign 
afliftance as fhould upon occafion be fent to the 
Confederates 5 which for fome time had been 
efteem'd a thing of very great moment, efpe- 
cially fince Count Ma?isfield'$ joining with Prince 
Maurice {an. 162.2. ) and fo compelling Spinola 
after a vaft expence of blood and treafure, to 
give over the fiege of Berghen-op z$om 5 that 
enterprise of the Spaniards being then by no 
means in a defperate condition. As for the 
fo far draining the main body of the Rhine into 
the Moje, that there fhould not water enough 
pafs downwards to its two great branches be- 
low S chenckfconce, whereby the natural and prin- 
cipal defence of the United Provinces would 
have been taken away, it prefently appear'd al- 
together impoilible 5 for the fkuationof the in- 
terjacent Country was found in many places fo 
much higher, that if the Spaniards had never 
been interrupted in the perfecting of this greac 
work, they could not have contriv'd the Ap- 
plying of it generally with water from the Rhine-, 
fo that they muft have made vaft Receptacles, 
with proportionable Sluces, as well for the Nien 
as for fuch fmaller ft reams as might be brought 
by Trenches out of the neighbouring Fens and 
Marihes 5 for otherwife theywould not be able 
efpecially in the drier feafons, to pais to and fro 

with their Veffels even in an ordinary way of 
traffick. 

Upon the 21 of September an. 1626 \ was this 
grand defign put in practice, the Earl of s He- 
renberg, and after him the Earl of Ifenburg, and 

other chief Officers of the Spanijh Armv, in a 

very 
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very folcmn manner throwing up the firft Earth 5 
and in that year was the Channel made fourteen 
foot broad and as many deep 5 being no lefs 
then 10 horary miles (as they fometimes call them 
in thefe Countries) in length 5 which I fuppofe 
may be near equal to the like number of Leagues. 
There were alfo built twenty-four fmall Fortrefles, 
and feveral other lefTer places of retreat, inten- 
ded for the fecurity of thofe that labour'd in 
the work. The Confederate States we may well 
imagine were not afleep all this while, nor yet 
could they be ignorant how far it concern'd 
them to hinder the accompliihing of this great 
undertaking 3 wherefore in June following the 
Prince of Orange by their order having got to- 
gether a good Body of Horfe and about four 
hundred Foot, and being provided of four Field- 
pieces, and furniftYd with provifion for feveral 
days, march cl with all expedition to give the 
Spaniards fome interruption h nor did he fail 
therein, for at the firft affault he mafter'd one 
of their largeft fortifications, flew forty of their 
Soldiers, and took an hundred prifoners 5 and 
having ruin d divers Sluces and Water- Mills, and 
demolilh'd feveral Blockhoufes and Sconces, burn- 
ing the Timber and other materials provided for 
this great work, return'd in triumph into the 
Confederate Territory, bringing back with him 
a great Brafs Gun, taken formerly from the ene- 
my from Count Mansfield. This misfortune 
was fo far from difcouraging the Spaniards, that 
they fet about the bufinefs with more ardor then 
before, above three thoufand Labourers being 
employ 'd therein 5 fo that the Confederates 
thereupon, tho to little purpofe, caus'd it to be 
proclaimed in feveral places of Geldre, that who- 
ever were found employed in this work fhould 
without quarter or companion be delivered up 
to the firft rage of their Soldiers. About the 
latter end of June the Arch-Dutchefc Ifabella, 
accompanied by the Cardinal de Q^eua, and 
Marquis Spincla, with thirty Troops of Horfe 
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and 2000 Musketeers, came to fee what pro- 

\ WaS r m l de 5 this S«nd undertaking to 
which a further ftop was put bv the Dutch H 

Augufi following, for one Captain Wolfe Xi^ 
about 1000 Musketeers, feli upon that whfrh 
was caird the Kings Fort, aadS^inH 
as refusd to yeild, and burnt the Huts of 
Labourers, returned home with 400 prifoners 
and two pieces of Ordinance. Ncverthelefs in 

the month of January 1 62 8, the Spaniards ap- 
ply d themfelves anew to the perfecting of this 
ynanncl, being efpecially emplov'd between G-/- 
dre and Rhynberg 5 and indeed fo far had thev 
now proceeded therein, that there appear'd to- 
lerable hopes of fuccefs, and its proving ufeful 
for fome of thofe ends at left for which it was 
originally defign d, when the Cavalry of the 
Confederates gave them a third interruption 
and fore d them to defift. From that time for- 
wards this work has not receiv'd anv tollable 
advancement s for upon the taking Burie^ and 
Wefel which happen'd the following vear, thofe 
that labour'd therein were fo continually cxpos'd 
to the incurfions and aftaults of their enemies, 
that they were fore d to leave off and wholly 
abandon their defign. It was call'd the Channel 

of Eugenia y from Ifabella Eugenia, Arch-Dutchefs 
of Aufiria, and at that time fupreme Governefs 
of the Spanijh Netherlands 5 the other name be- 
ing given it in honour of the blefted Virgin, 
whom they hop'd by that means to oblige to 
their afliftance, and the furtherance and accom- 
plifhment of their undertaking. At the two ends 
of this Channel, ftand Venlo in Geldre, and Rhyn- 
berg, anciently under Colen, but now and for a 
long time paft poffefs'd by the United Nether- 
lands 5 the City of Geldre being about die mid- 
dle of it, and not far off on the Southern fide, 
Stralen, M<eurs, and Wachtendonck., an account 
of which places the Reader may find in the de- 
fcription of the Counties whereunto each of them 
belong. 
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H E Province of Over* 
ijfel was fb call'd from 
its lying beyond the 
Ijfel 3 altho fome places 
( particularly the Town 
ot Campen ) arc at this 
dav on che Geldrian (ide 
of the fame River. It 
is bounded by Fr in- 
land , Groningen , part 



»«. j W # W/tt/i^U j pail 

of Wejlt>balia, the County of Zutpben, the i^/, 
a fmall part of G<?/</r<? , and the Zuyder-Zee. 
This County lies more open then any other of 
the Seven to the incurfions of a foreign enemy, 
upon which account it has fuffer'd much, efpe- 
cially by inroads made into it on the fide next 
Germany h whereunto it is the more expos'd be- 
caufe it is but ill furniftYd with thofe natural 
Gaurds of Woods and Rivers. 

•I h r rc i is ™ t,lin S more ftrange then to meet 
with iuch different accounts as are given of the 
foil of this Province, in refpect of fterility and 
fruitfulnefs. Gotofredus commends it, and fays 
K is in moft places very fertil, producing good 
Wheat in abundance. Janfon tells us that its 
fituation is generally flat and low, that the fields 
produce great quantities of Corn , efpeciallv 
excellent Wheat , and that it is hkewife furniuYd 
y A TV ? ch pafture Sounds. He confeffes 
Lnd ' Pa , rt of ^ismoorifh and boggy 

rii\ PrmC i~ pa1 ^ affirms of Country of 

Twente 5 but as for that of Dre*te 9 acknowlcd? 

rXre °he°i C CO f d ^ &r GraTs and 
( excerf; ilf Ur ? m Jt does f ° abound in Corn 
(except where there are fome few Marines anH 

their ^EilV he Gra "W look upon it as 

fu I? r« ■ ^ G ^? ry ' it we con- 

sult Continents? he II tell >k v • l 

Stave*, mat upon the account of foil f car ce a 



third part of it can deferve commendation. And 
as for Drente, he fays it is a gravelly, fandy, and 
barren County, there being very little of good 
Land contained in it 5 the fame Conringius tel- 
ling us afterwards of the Country in general, 
that it is not very populous, and that it can 
never be expected it fhould be fo ( except ic 
could draw to it felf a great trade, which the 
nature of its fituation will hardly bear) becaufe 
its natural barrennefs is fuch, that it cannot 
produce what is fufficient to maintain any con- 
fiderable number of inhabitants. 

This Country is fuppos'd by C/uverius, in the 
more remote ages of dark antiquity to have 
been inhabited by the Brutteri, to whom Schul- 
tejius adds another people, call'd by him Anfua- 
rii. Others ( not without reafon ) make it one 
part of the Seat of the ancient Frizpns ( or whom 
more hereafter ) denominated before die conquelt 
of England by them Saxons? from a weapon in 
(hape of a Scythe, with the edge outwards, us'd 
ordinarily in their wars. The Tanfifalanians have 
it is true fuffer d great alterations in fucceeding 
ages, both as to their language, habit, and man- 
ners 5 yet do they ftill retain fome obfeure in- 
dications of their true origine and defcent from 
the old Frizons} fuch as are, the liberty of the 
Peafants, and the immunity they enjoy from 
Taxes, which is much greater then can be found 
in moft other Countries 5 together with their 
manner of proceeding in the distribution of 

JU i? I( L C t and lhc xi Z ht of Hunting and Fowling, 
which belongs to the meaneft of them, if pof- 
lels d of any Lands in the place. This Province 
was formerly fubject to the Bi/hops of VtrechU 
by whom the ordinary Prefect or Governor was 
appointed, whofe Right and Title to this Prin- 
cipality was grounded partly upon force of 
Arms ( to which fome give the better founding 
name of Conqueft ) and partly upon Imperial 
uonationss 5 but in the year 1 62 S, the Tempo- 
ral Jurisdiction of Overfffel Wa s ( as fhall be more 
tally related anon ) reiign'd upon certain terms 

to 
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Charles V. by Henry of Bavaria > Bifhop of 
t0 u t In fome pares of this Province, that is 
in rhe Country 

irodigious bignefs that neither the length nor 
r of men or beafts can be imagind fufhcicnc 
have brought them thither 5 nor is there any 
tC> fon to fuppofc them the natural productions 
fC f the places where they are found. Some of 
diem Iv upon the ground, on the top of which 
t hers are plac'd in fuch a manner chat there is 
room for a man to creep under and between 
^hem • which ( according to tradition ) fuch 
miserable wretches were in the times of Hea- 
thenifai compell'd to do, as being fadlv bc- 
dawb'd in their palTage with the ordure of the 
rabble, were afecrwards facrifiVd to Pagan Idols. 
This barbarous cuftom they fay was not abo- 
lifh'd before the time of Boniface Bifhop of Zf- 
trecbt; a very filthy name being likewife conti- 
nued unto this day among the inhabitants for 
fuch bloody and execrable Altars. 

This Province is divided into three members 
or Dirts, whereof that which lies next the Ijfel, 
bears the name of Ifeland ( or rather Ifala?zd ), 
and Salland, on Sail ant $ that which is fituate to 
the Ealt of it towards Weflpbalia being call'd 
the Txvente 5 as the third, which lies to the North 
and beyond the Vecbu Vrent. An account of 
the principal Towns and Villages within the two 
former we fhall deliver here, referring for what 
concerns the laft to its proper Map and defcrip- 
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Daventer ( or Deventer ) the principal City of 
tins Province, ftands upon the Eaftern bank of the 
Ifel, about four Leagues above Swoll. It is a 
large Town, and the buildings of it, both pub- 
lick and private, are exceeding neat 3 the inha- 
bitants being alio very numerous, and ( as Con- 
ringiws tells us ) in former ages, as well as at 
this day, much addicted to learning and traf- 
fick. When it came into the hands of the Con- 
federate States it was judg'd a place of fo great 
moment, that Prince Maurice took care nothing 
Ihould be omitted whereby the fortifications 
might be any ways improv'd 5 altho the double 
wall, and broad and deep Ditch whereby it was 
encornpafs'd, withfevcral other good works, had 
render'd it before a Fortrefs of no mean account. 
It is feated in a pleafant as well as fruitful Coun- 
try, abounding both in excellent pafture grounds 
and in fields producing all forts of grain. It has 
a large Market-place, upon which ftands a pub- 
lick building where the armed Companies of Ci- 
tizens keep continual watch. Clofe by the Ca- 
thedral Church is their Guild-Hail 5 a very fpa- 
tiousbutold fafhion'd ftructure. The faid Church 
is dedicated to St. Lebvin 3 contiguous to which 
on the Weft fide is a lefler, confecrated to the 
Virgin Mary 3 there being alfo a third, call'd 
St. Nicolas s Church, and from its (landing in the 
higher part of the City,the Bergb!<erck^hv?c were 
formerly in this place five Monaftcrics or Reli- 
gious Houfes, with their refpective Churches 3 
befides divers other publick Buildings, and a- 
mongft them five Hofpitals for Strangers and 
one for Orphans. This was one of the Hanfe- 
aticti or Free Towns of the Empire, to which 
it was fuppos'd by fome that the Bifhop of Man- 
fier would the other day have rcftor'd it. It is pof- 
hiri °^ tnc P rcr °gative Q f Coining money 3 and 
oejjues the weekly Markets, has five great Fairs 
or lolernn Marts in the year 3 having alfo a School, 
laid to have flourifh'd about 1 50 years ago,where- 
j? £ lc famous Erafmus is alfo reported to have 
ituched 3 and which about fortv vears ago had 

If £ , ° rs of Philofophv, Divinity, Law, and 
ine H ™rew Tcngue, aflign d it by the States of 
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Over ifel. It has fix Gates, whereof fome are of 
curious workmanfhip , particularly that which 
they call Brinckpocrt, and which is adorn'd with 
feveral Statues and Infcriprions, and among o- 
thers with that of Charles the Fifth 5 as is exprefs'd 
in thefe words, D. Carolo C<xf. V. Imperatori max. 
S. A.P. L. Vindici P. P. S. P. Davonturienfis mo* 
numentum boc defenfionis ergo pofuit anno M.D.XLIV. 
pojieri diligent er confervanto. But the Tower of 
Noremberg, adjoining to the Gate of the fame 
name, excells all die public Buildings in Daven- 
ter, whether you confider the flrength or 
nets of its work 5 for it is eighteen foot thick, 
nor can the moft fteady hand with the beft pair 
of Compafles draw a fine more accurately cir- 
cular then is the body of this Fabric from the 
bottom to the top 3 the lower and uppermoft 
parts whereof are of Freeftone, the middle be- 
ing built of Brick. The fhape of this City would 
be almoft an exact Oval, did it not fall in and 
contract it felf into a dent about the Brinckr 
poort. This place was treacheroufly delivered 
to the Spaniard by Sir William Stanly, the Go- 
vernor thereof in the time of the Earl of Lei- 
cefter, viz- an. 1587, to the great fcandal and 
reproach of the Englifh Nation 5 upon whom 
notwithstanding it cannot fo much reflect if we 
confider what Bentivoglio tells us, vizjihut be was a 
Catbolick_-> and feemd to do it chiefly out of a zeal 
for Religion* Some years after, viZz in May 15^1, 
it was recovered by Prince Maurice, and con- 
tinued under the jurifdiction of the States to the 
fatal year 1672, at which time it was taken by 
the Bifhop of Munfler, tho fince return'd under 
the dominion of the United Provinces. When 
the faid Bifhop came with his Army before it, it 
is faid to have been gallantly fortified and pro- 
vided of all things, with a ftrong Garnfon, be- 
fides 14.50 South Hollanders, and fuch a number 
of arm'd Citizens as together with the others 
made at leaft 10000 Soldiers, and fuch as were 
univerfally accounted refolute men 3 yet ( as 
their own writers inform us ) by the treachery 
of fome of the chief Civil Magistrates, and the 
artifices of one Colonel Broerfma ( remov'd hi- 
ther from being Governor of Coeverden, upon 
fufpition of his intending the fame kindnefs for 
that City which he effected for this ) who chiefly 
wrought upon the Governor of the Town, ic 
was without the knowledgor confentof the Gar- 
rifon or common Burghers, betray s d on the 2tth 
of July at night to the enemy 3 who we may 
fuppofe judg'd five days well enough employ '& 
in patiendy waiting for the voluntary furrendry 
of a place of fo great confideration. I cannot 
tell whether the Keys of this Town were anci- 
ently kept by the Civil Magiftrate, or whether 
it had been fo here as in many other places only 
fincethevear 1^50 $ but however it is not amifs 
to obferve from this bafe and treacherous y elid- 
ing up of Daventer, that the States General were 
much out in their policy when they made that 
confiderable change in the cuilody and govern- 
ment of their Garrifon dCitiesXJpon the divifion of 
the conquer'd places between the military Prelates 
this fell to the lhare of the Bifhop of Cclen 3 by 
whom it was quitted in April 743 42000 Rix- 
dollars being demanded and agreed upon as a 
ranfom for the Fortifications and Guns. 

Here were born, that Gerard who for his fignal 
vertue and writings was firnam'd the Great 3 Alex- 
ander Hegius, memorable for having been the 
Schoolmalter of the unparalleled Erafmus 5 and 
Jacobus Daventrius, commended for his Geogra- 
phical writings. 

The Government of Daventer belongs to two 
bodies ofMagiftratcs, the firft whereof confiftcd 
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not long ago of twenty-four, and the fecond of 

ninety-fix men 5 each of whom had a particu- 
lar denomination with relation to the feveral 
"treets and Quarters of the City 5 the account 
f the authority of both as we have it from the 
Outch writers, running thus: The twenty-four 
were the Confuls, Efchevins, and Senators, whofe 
Office was annual 5 and in whofe daily meetings 
( for fo they term them ) were feveral things 
tranfacled relating to the pubhek, particularly 
fuch as concerned the ordinary administration of 
Juftice. The ninety-fix reprefented the whole 
Community, and met about four or five times, 
or oftner if there were occafion, in the year 3 
their bufinefs being to confult about matters of 
the higheft. nature, fuch as are the making of 
Peace or War, impofing of Taxes and Contri- 
butions, enacting or abrogating of Laws, and 
the like. This it feems was the power, and thefe 
were the numbers of their Magistrates of both 
kinds ( tho the firft are more especially fo deno- 
minated) in former times 5 concerning whom 
the red of the Difcourfe to be met in Blaeu and 
Janfon ( and from this laft in the addit amenta 
ad Guzcciardinum) is very intricate, and per- 
plex'd 3 Neither do they wholly agree in their 
accounts of the way and method of the year- 
ly elections of Magiftrates in this City, which 
we (hall therefore put down according to the re- 
lation of Conringzus, both becaufe of the difcre- 
pancy of the others Difeourfes, and becaufe he 
is at leaft in this matter a more coherent and in- 
telligible writer. The publick Government of 
this City ( among the inhabitants whereof are a 
great many Nobles or perfonsof Quality) is (fays 
he) manag'd by fixteen men,caird Confu!s,Efche- 
vins, and Senators, and vulgarly Borger-Meefiers 
en Raedt h four of thefe being particularly termed 
Senators, as the other twelve are Efchevins 5 two 
of which twelve bear the Office of Confuls to- 
gether for as many months, fo that it comes to 
each of their turns in the courfe of the year. To 
thefe is added a Council of Forty-eight, who are 
in the nature of Tribunes of the people, and 
are commonly cali'd Gemeenfluyden, and by con- 
traction Mientfluyden 3 being divided into eight 
feveral Claffes; according to the number of the 
chief Streets of the City, from which all of them 
have their particular denominations. Thefe make 
yearly choice of the other Magistrates, which 
is done upon the Feaft of St. Peter ad Catbedram 
( that is on the 22th of February, New Stile) in 
this manner : Firft, they all go with the Con- 
fuls, Efchevins, and Senators of the laft year to 
the publick Church, and having heard a Sermon 
and had Prayers celebrated according to the 
manner of the place, repair to the Guiid-Hall of 
the Qcy. Here the forefaid eight ClaiTes , or 
Wards, reduce themfelves to the odd number 
or leven which is done by putting feven white 
Beans and a black one into a Hat together 5 after 
which thofe feven Wards that happen to draw 
the white Beans are fworn by the Magi (traces of 
the laft year to give therr voices for none but 
thole whom they in their confeiences believe to 

-f ^? cI !? d i to *** P ublick Sood, and beft 
3 ^ fu , ch l n employment. After this the 
>ur firft VVards chufe each of them two Efche- 

th^Ta^^° V t mcntl °* d writ ^ tell us, that 
the nrft Officers they chufe are two Weyde&aves 

fclL^ the? bffS 

being to look after the common pafture grounds 
belonging to the City, and lying on both fidcTof 
the Iffel , mto which every free Denizon has the £ 
berty of pu tting a Bull, three Cowes, and aHorfe. 

AU thefe cited writers teU us that there being^uft 




eight votes in all (according to the number of the 
chief Streets,fomc of which have the preference 0 f 
others ) if in the Election of the Efchevins and Se- 
nators they happen to be equally divided, (which 
fuppofes not their being redue'd as Connigi us had 
told us before to an odd number) the Magiftrates 
of the laft year give it to which fide they pleafe - to 
whom alfo it appertains to approve of the choice 
made by the others, and if fufHcient caufe ap- 
pears, to null the firft and order them to go to a 
fecond Election. After all is over they go a^ain 
to Church,from whence they return to the Guild- 
Hall, or Court, and fwear the newly chofen Six- 
teen 5 who upon the eighth day following divide 
the feveral charges and bufinefs of the Citv a- 
mong themfelves 5 one of whom, and generally 
out of the feniors, is made Chamberlain, or 
Treafurer. We are told alfb of four Secretaries 
belonging to tliis place, whofe Office is for lite 
unlefs upon committing fome heinous crime or 
mifdemeanor it be judg'd expedient to turn thern 
out. A?z. 167 j, fome of the Officers of this 
City ( cali'd by thofe who give us an account of 
the matter Jurats, and as may be gather'd from 
Conringzus the fame with the Council of Fortv- 
eight ) refusd to own the authority conferral by 
the States General upon the Prince for feding the 
Government of Overifel and the other Provinces, 
lately cut off from the Union- They pretended' 
that fuch a 

power was deftructive of the ancient 
Soveraign Rights of the three Cities, vi^. Deven- 
ter 9 Campen, and Swell 5 but upon the difplacing 
of two or three and twenty perfons, the reft 
fubmitted, and all things were quieted. 

Cam fen (in Latin Campi and Cample) the fe- / 
cond City of this Province, is feated near the 
place where the If el empties it felf into the Zuy- 
der-Zee, but flands on the Geldre fide of that 
River, altho it be under the Jurifcuction of Over- 
ifel. It has its name from thofe pleafant fields 
that are round about it. 'Tis a large and neatly 
built Town 5 and about five leagues diftant from 
Vaventer. Its Churches are memorable for their 
capacioufhefs and curious workmanfhip, as alfo 
is the Guild-Hall upon the later account. The 
Cuftom-Houfe not far from the Bridge, does 
not only attract the eyes of every ordinary Tra- 
veller, but is defervedly admired by the moft 
skilful Architects 5 it being in this place that 
Princes and perfons of the greateft quality are 
ufually lodg'd and entertain d with the beft 
accommodations. The Bridge over the If el is 
of a great length, and ftands only upon vaft 
pieces of Timber driven into the bottom of the 
River, over which it feems to hang in a very 
uncouth manner. Its farther end is defended by 
a Fortification with its Bulwarks, all made of 
earth 5 and as for the City it felf, it is encom- 
pafs'd by a high thick wall, with frequent Towers 
built very ftrong after the ancient faihion, but 
or no great confederation in refpect of the mo- 
dern way of fieges and affaults, fo that its main 
itrength lies m its fituation. The Butch tell us, 
that upon the treacherous fiirrendrv of Vaventer 
an. i6j 2 , this place prefently capitulated and 
yeilded up it felf 5 being afterwards upon the 
diviiion of the conquer d places allotted to die 
trench h by whom it was forfaken towards the 
later end of 7 3,and no fewer then 8a thoufand Gil- 
ders -exacted to five the Gty from being fired and 
plunder d 5 to which there was neverthelefs con- 
iiderable prejudice done, particularly bv almoft 
ruining the tort upon the If eh and making fe- 
veral breaches in the wall. Campen is likewifc 
laid to enjoy the prerogative of a Mint 5 befides 
covers large pn viiedgcs ami exemptions h but has 
of late years fufferd a decay in its trade, the mouth 
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of the Jfel being fo far choak'd up that it cannot 
admit Veifels of great burthen 3 yet were the 
Citizens in Blaeu's time both wealthv, indubi- 
ous, and courteous to grangers. Albertus Pig- 
hiiis "S'as a Senator of this place $ a man of great 
Learning for the age wherein he liv'd, being 
commended for his skill in Cofmography and 
Matiiematicks, and his writings againft Martin 
Luther $ upon all which accounts he was in great 
honour and efteem with Pope Adrian the fixth, 
Clc?;jeni the f:venth 5 and Paul the third 5 by whom 
bein^r fufficiendy enriched during his abode with 
them at Rome , he at length returned into his 
ovm Country' 5 for what Paulus Jovius relates in 
rhc 26th Book of his Hidorv is far from truth, 
viz. that at the time of the inauguration of the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth ( which was about 
the year 1530 ) Albertus Pighius was (lain at Bj- 
?20?-ia bv the accidental fall of a Bridge.. 

Government of Campen is manag'd at 
bv fourteen Magiftrates , whereof ten 
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are cali'd Efchevins, and the other four Sena- 
tors 5 two of the firft number prefixing by the 
name of Confuls and Burgomafters for thefpace 
of cen weeks, after which time they are fucceed- 
cd bv others in Office and authority. To thefe 
fourteeen are added twenty-eight Jurats, cali'd 
by them Mzenfluyden , who are not conven'd 
but upon extraordinary emergencies, and about 
matters of the greateft concern. Twelve out of 
this laft Body ( which is divided into four Tribes 
or Wards , cali'd Efpelen ) do upon the next 
Sunday after Epiphany, cali'd by them the day 
of the three Kings, elect the firft mentioned Ma- 
gistracy for the year following. The two Con- 
fuls for the time being make a kind of inferior 
Tribunal, difcuffing and determining caufes of 
lener value and moment 3 but thofe of a higher 
nature are brought before all the fixteen 3 thatis, 
the t\yoConfuls,eight Efchevins,and fourScnatorss 
and ixom the fentence pronoune'd by thefe there 
lies no appeal to any other Court of Judicature. 

SxpoII uad its name ( if we believe Blaeu ) from 
a kind of a difeas'd fwclhng to which the Cattle 
was formerly fubject that graz'd in the neigh- 
bouring fields , being anciently cali'd Middle- 
vycki at which time it was only a finall Village. 
The piiviledges of a City were granted it about 
the year 1230 by Wilebrord the 35th Bifhop of 
Zttrecbt, as a reward for the experiene'd valour 
and fidelity of the inhabitants in his wars with 
the people of Drent. It is feated in a fruitful 
two miles from Campen, and four from 
Vaventer, and about half an hours journey from 
^e hjel, upon a little River which running af- 
terwards into the Vecht, paflcs along with it to 
xhcZuyder-Zee. The fame fmall River is de- 
n J d at firft out of the faid Vecht into thofe which 
are call d the black waters, and running after- 
wards thorow the City is the chief caufe of the 
cieanlincfc of its ftreets 3 being yet more obliging 
to the place by affording it the manifold advan- 
tages of commerce, wherein it is aflifted it felf 
n 1 n C whjch conftantly flows up its Chan- 
rh j profpedl: into the neighbouring Or- 
cnards and Meadows, and the rows of trees 
Plan ted fome years ago both within and without 
"sirenches are much commended 5 as like wife 
•arc its three Suburbs, refembling fo manv Vil- 

**A S a Unto whic h °pen three Gates, verv large 
Tc rj P and anfwe ring to the old Walls and 
defe S v 11 ™ 1111 ^ twenty-four ) the principal 
W a ]? CC ? , c c,t X ^ n former ages. But to the 
nil and do ^ble Ditch were added before Blaeu s 
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but afingle onedrawn between Swell and the Wei 
and upon the prefent one are four good Portre^' 
three whereof are fo large that tfey mav bcwZ 
counted fmall Tonws The trade of W/confifts 
moft in Timber 5 CatteI (fed efpecially in thene^h! 
bounng pafturc grounds of the Country cali'd 
Maftebroeck ), Benthem-bones, Wool, Corn and 
fuch meats as are made of MilkThe inhabitan ts are 
commended for their courteous behaviour to- 
wards Grangers, and their charity to the poor. 

The Churcn of St. Michael excels all their 
otner public Buildings, ftanding upon the ^reat 
Market-pbce and poffeffing a verv large fpace 
of ground. It is mucfi celebrated for the w o*V- 
manfhip in general, and particularly for chat of 
its porch or entrance 5 its Organ alfo, and Pul- 
pit, its harmonious Bells, and more efpeciallv 
ks wonderful high Szecple and Tower, are all 
of them reported to be eminent in their khids 
We pafs by the Church of St. Mary, and thofe 
belonging to the feveral Monasteries, former! v 
flounfhmg in this Town, the chief whereof are 
that of Bethlehem, and that which formed v ap- 
pertain d to the Order of St. Dominic^ * their 
Guild-Hail is commended for its antiquitv - 
as alfo the adjoining Tavern for the Image* 
of- St. Chrifiopher 5 neither are there wanting 
m this place divers public Hofpitals of diffe- 
rent natures , as hkewife a good Arfenal and 
Granary. Swoll had a Grammar School from 
the very foundation of the City, in which was 
afterwards erected a Colledge for the benefit and 
improvement of young Students/ As the School 
deferves to be remembred for its antiquity, fo 
does it alfo for its number of Scholars, which 
fince the year 1470, is faid to have frequently 
amounted to at Jeaft five hundred at a time. 
Blaeu commemorates Amoldus ab Haerfolthe, Fran- 
cifcus Sonsbekius, and Pazzlus Bufius as famous 
Writers, and oblig'd for their education to this 
place 5 as likewife one N. N. Abbot of Spanheim, 
who is recorded to have obtained for it the Roy- 
alty of Coining, which together with other large 
priviledges, particularly fuch as are enjoy 'd by 
Deventer and Campen , and feveral chief Cities 
of thefe Provinces, it is, ( as far as is confident 
with the constitution of the Union ) pofTefs'd of 
unto this day. Here all Caufes, as well Civil 
as Criminal, are ultimately determined 3 but 
there are frequent Appeals made to the Judica- 
ture of Swoll from divers of the fmaller and in- 
ferior Towns of Overifel, as Steenwyck. , Geelmuy- 
den, Hardenberg, Gramsberg ? Wilfem, and Graff horft. 

The Government of this differs little from that 
of the two laft defcrib'd Cities 5 for it con fills of 
an annual Magiftracy of fixteen 5 whereof eight 
by couples prefide as Confuls 5 and a Council of 
forty-eight Jurats, by twelve of whom ( pick'd 
out for thatpurpofe by lot) the forcfiid fixteen 
are yearly chofen out of the whole body of the 
Citizens 5 which eledcion is celebrated upon the 
25 th day of January, or the Feafl of the conver- 
sion of St. Paul. 

Out of the number of the eight Efchevins or 
Confuls, and fbmetimcs out of the eight Sena- 
tors or Councillors, is one conftantly appointed 
to refide in the Colledge of the Deputies of the 
Provincial Eftates 3 to which are brought Caufes 
of a more public nature 3 thofe, together with 
fuch matters as concern the whole body of the 
Frovincc, receiving a full hearing, debate, and 
determination from the faid Deputies 5 although. 
tilings of the higheft nature are faid to be re- 
ferr'd to that univerfal Convention ( as Blaeu 
ftiles it ) which ufually but once in the year paffes 
in manner of a movable or itinerant Court of 
Tudicature between the three Capital Cities. 
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Moreover, one or two of the forefaid Efche- 
vfns or Senators refide in thofc CoUedges or 
Conventions of the Generaltywhich confide and 
determine concerning the affairs of the whole 

Ul U°nder this City is a Jurifdidtion call'd from 

it the Pr*fe!2ure or Majoralty of Stroll m which 
are comprehended no fewer then eighteen Vil- 
lages, and thofe both large and populous. The 
Praetor or xMayor is chofen by the fixteen out of 
their own number, though they generally pitch 

mliderable 

Not only 



upon the fenior, except there be a considerable 
difparitv between him and others. Not only 
from the fentence of the faid Major, but from 
his Court upon the very firft commencing of a 
Suit, the Defendant may without ever pleading 
Appeal to the Magiftracy of SwolL 

Within this Diftricl: of Swoll flood in ancient 
times two Monafteries or Religious Houfes, of 
great fame thorowout the world. The firft was 
calTd the Priory of Winfem, under which were 
at leaft feventy Convents of the fame Order or 
Rule. The other had the denomination of Mount 
Awes, made for ever memorable by Thomas a 
Kempis Prior thereof 3 by whom was written 
that pious and ufeful Treatife De Imitatione 

ChriftL 

This City is much blairfd by die Dutch for its 
behaviour in the late dreadful invafion of thefe 
Countries, it being reported upon the furrendry 
of Deventer to the Bifhop of Munfter, not only 
to have capitulated and yeilded to the enemy, 
but in the name of the States of Overijfel to have 
fiimmon'd all the Cities of the Province, com- 
manding them to fend their Deputies, and make 
the beft agreement they could for themfelves. 
Thus ( fays our Author the Nether land Hiftorian ) 

were Hattem, Campen, SwaertfLuyce, i&c. and in effect 
the whole Overijfel Provincially given up to the ene- 
my 3 Frizeland being alfo by this means put into a 
fair probability of undergoing the fame fate. In the 

month of April 74, Swoll was quitted by the 

Biftiop of Colens Garrifon , by whom the two 

Burgomafters, and as many other Citizens were 

fent to Maejlricht; there to remain prifoners till 

fuch time as this City Ihould pay an hundred 
thoufand Gilders for its ranfbm. 

Not only the three principal Cities Vaventer, 
Campen, and Swoll, but all other places of Over- 
iffel were of old ( as Aitzgma tells us ) poflefs'd 
of the right to chufe their own Magiftrates, 
without any approbation to be had of the Prince 
or Governor of the Province 3 yet towards the 
end of 74 the Prince of Orange, being thereunto 
impower d by the States General, found it requi- 
fite to make an almoft univerfal change in the 
Magiftracy of this County, the fame having 
been done a little before by him in Geldre and 

Zutphen* 

The ancient Arms of Swoll were St. Michael 
the Archangel (to whofe patronage the place 
did originally fubmit it felf ) beftriding the Dra- 
gon, and bearing in his hand a Shield wherein 
was painted a white Crofs. But now dicy arc 
only a Crofs Argent in a Field Azure. 

Thefe are the three principal Cities of Sal- 
land 3 befides which there are in the fame Divi- 
fion of Overijfel (according to Conringius) fix 
lefler ones, viz. Ha felt, Ommen, Hardenberg Wil- 
fern, Geelmuyden, and GrafJoorft 5 which tho they 

have their peculiar Magiftrates, chofen by their 
own inhabitants, yet fend they no man to the 
Convention of the Provincial Eftates, but arc 
for the moft part fubjccl: to the jurifdidtion of 
certain Prefidents and Majors ahWd them 
by authority of the whole Province 3 concer- 
ning the number of whom and their feveral 
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Diftricts, he that pleafes may fee more in the new- 
ly mention d Author s account of Republics. 

Ha felt ftands upon the River Vidrus, or Vecht, 
about two leagues from Vollenhoven 3 and is aii 
indifferent rich and pleafant City, made fuch bv 
the Bifhop of Utrecht an. 1252, having its privi- 
ledges confirm'd by the following Bifhops, and 
by Charles the Fifth a*. 1527. Its fituation is 
convenient to oppofe the Frizons, to whofc Pro- 
vince it was in a fair way of uniting it fdt] had 
it not been prevented by Prince Maurice, Go- 
vernor of Overijfel, about the year 1589. It is 
governed by a Council of Eight 3 whereof four 
are Efchevins and four Senators 3 the Election 
of whom is made much after die manner of the 



three principal Cities. 

Ommen is diftant from Hardenburgh about two 
fmall leagues, being fituate upon the Vecht. An. 
1382 it was walPd about by Bifhop Florent van 

Wevelincklyoven. About a fmall league from thence 
in the marfhy grounds ftands a Fortrefs call'd 
the Ommerfconce 3 the Soveraignty whereof was 
in April 1674. byfolemn Act of the States General 
conferr'd upon the Provinces of Frizeland and 
Groningen. 

Hardenberg is feated alfo upon the Vecht 3 of 
which we have no more to fay then that it was 
encompafs'd with Walls by John of Arckel, Bi- 
fhop of Utrecht ann. 15553 and that an* 1385 
the forefaid Florent built a Fortrefs in this place 
with a Stable for two hundred Horfes. 

Geelmuyden 'ftands at the mouth of the Vecht? 
about midway between Vollenhoven and Hajfelt, 
each of which places are a league diftant from 
it. It was made a City by John of Nafaw, Bi- 
fhop of Utrecht, and had formerly a good ftrong 
Caftle, which flood upon the Swaart water 3 die 
ruins whereof are ftill remaining. Wilfem and 
Grafhorfi are ( as Blaeu tells us ) no other then 
ordinary Villages. 

The fecond Diftricl: of Overijfel is ( according 
to Conringius ) that of Twente, calPd in Latin 
Twentia and Tubantia 5 and containing within 
its divifion feveral lefler Towns, viz.- Oldenzyl, 
Almelo, Enfchede, Goor, Delden, Diepenhem, Gram- 
berg? and Otmarfen 3 which like the inferior Odes 
of Salland, chufe their own Magiftracy, but have 
no Reprefenratives among the Provincial Eftates. 
The whole of Twente is divided into nine Jurif 
dictions, each having its peculiar Court ofJuftice5 
concerning which we refer the Reader to the 

frequently mention'd Conringius. 

Oldenzyl ( in Latin Oldenfalia y and Oldfalia) 
feems to have been die feat of the ancient Salii, 
and from them to have taken its denomination 5 
of whom we find mention made in the feven- 
teenth Book of Ammianus Marcellinus. It is about 
a league from Otmarfen? and was never of any 
fame for ftrength or magnitude 3 tho by reafon 
of the frequent changes that were made of its 
mafters, it be often met with in the Hiftories of 
the wars with Spain 3 in the firft of which it was 
furrendred to Hoenlo fent thither by the Prince 
of Orange 3 and afterwards retaken- by Rennen- 
bergius, and an. 1596 from the Spaniard by 
Prince Maurice, as again an. 1 60 5 by Spinola from 
the Confederate States. Being recovered by Prince 
Henry Frideric in the courfe of the fecond War, 
its Walls were demoIiuYd, and it was render d 
a place of no defence. Upon the retaking of 
this Town and Almelo by that excellent Soldier 
Colonel Rabenhaupt, the whole Twente was freed 
from the enemy in April 1 674. Altho the in- 
habitants of this whole Province are generally 
of the Reformed Religion, and much more una- 
nimous in matters of Faith then thofe of Hol- 
land 5 yet is liberty faid to be granted m Ol- 
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lenzyl to the Ro?nan Catholic Profeflion. 

Almelo is three leagues from Otmarfen, and 
about as far from Oldenzyh lj r ing to the Weft 
and Southweft of thofe two places. Of this 
Town and of Enfcheden I find nothing memo- 
rable 5 and I think the like may be (aid of Goor, 
Qelden, and Diepenheim. 

Gramsberg is one of the ancient Caftles of the 
Twente. It lies between Hardenberg and Coever- 
den and is become more memorable fince 1^72, 
for in that year having only a Garrifon of ^6 men 
it was twice ftorm'd by poo Munjierians, to wiiom 
at laft it was yielded upon good terms 3 but the 
forefaid fmall Garrifon had made themfelves fo 
confiderable by their oppofition, that contrary 
to their Capitulation they were kept prifoners 
of War. The Bifhops men afterwards thought it 
worth while with great labour and care to for- 
tifie this place, and put it into a full pofture of 
defence 3 the Bifhop himfelf coming hither in 
pcrfon to expedite the finilhing of a great Bank 
caft crofs the Vecht, and defign'd partly by flop- 
ping the waters to diftrefs Coeverden, and hinder 
all incurfions which might be made from thence 3 
and partly to facilitate his own paflage thro the 
Marfhes into Drente 3 there being likewife three 
or four good Sconces caft up for the fecurity of 

the faid Bank. 

Otmarfen, diftant about three leagues from 
Almelo, is a Town of great antiquity, having 
been formerly encompafs'd by a Rampart and 
double Ditch $ and owning ( if we believe TVi- 
themius ) Odomarus King of the Francs for its 
Founder. By him it is faid to have been built 
at the place where one Vechtanus, a learned Druid 
and his moft intimate favourite, lay buried 3 
tho others will have it, that Odomarus himfelf 
was here entombed, and that from him the Town 
had its denomination. This place was in 72 plun- 
der 'd by the Dutch forces of Coeverden 3 it being 
then in the Bifhop of Munfters hands, by whom 
it w-as afterwards quitted upon the retaking of 
Niewenhuyfe for the United Provinces. 

Vollenhoven, according to fome, gives name 
to a particular Divifion of this Province, call'd 
by them het landt van Vollenhoven 3 and compre- 
hending the four following places of remark. 

Vollenhoven, ftanding upon the Zuyder-Zee, 
about two leagues from Steenwyck., is a neat 
and handfome Town <> and is very coramo- 
dioufly fituated for trade, efpecially for the im- 
portation of Corn, which is brought hither in 
great abundance both by land and water 3 upon 
which account chiefly it was the feat of the 
King of Spain's Grand Council in thefe parts, 
wnile under the jurifdiction of that Crown. There 
was alfo no appeal from the Magiftracy of this 
Town, tho their power was reftrain'd and limi- 
ted 3 neither were they to pronounce fentence 
but in the prefence of the Provincial Governor, 
whofe refidence was therefore generally here 
(altho he were at the fams time entrufted with 
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the Government of Frizeland and Groningen ) 
where alfo at this day the gr-eateft part of the 
Mobility of the Province are faid to make their 
ufual abode. 

Steenwyck. is but a fmall Town, and not above 
1 k OC ? paccs * n compafs 3 neither was it accounted 
ahold of very confiderable ftrengch before its 
peing fortified by Prince Maurice, who recover'd - 
it trom l the Spaniard an. 1592, after a very fharp 
p C S e °* about five weeks and three days 3 the 
u°L em ? r fa ying at the furrendry thereof, that 

wT u n 0ut a Fox > and chat orner " 

Y«e he would never have valued their great 
^uos, with which neverthelefs he could not deny 
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but he had beenfufficiently plv'd 
atfirft confifted of 1000 Foot and ' 60 liefe Horf- 

rfnTa^ UP ^ the rCnd ™ th« 

remaining 600 found men and 2 

Some years before, viz, an. i 5 8r, k h,d been 
beueg d Dy the Spaniards, under Count Rhenet 
berg, and ( as Bentivoglio tells us, who calls ic 
a piace of importance ) freed at laft, after feve- 
ral vain attemts made upon the Ice, to brine? 
relief into it; by our Colonel Norris, who bem^ 
recruited with fome frefh forces, compcli'd the 
enemv, after a fiege of three months, to raife 
his Camp and be well fatisfied that he could 
march oft in good order. Towards the end 
of 16 J3, Steenwyck was fore d to pav a ranfom 
of 1 0000 Gliders to the Bi/hop of Muvftets forces 
who being about to march off, threamed utter 
ruin and defolation to the place and inhabitants 
except they would come to a compofition 5 and 

1 r i_ a i com P elld the Country people, whom 
they had fummon'd in for that purpofe, to fkight 
the Breaft-work, chop off die Thorn-hedges and 
Pallifadoes, and as far as could be fuddenlv done, 
to mine the Fortifications 3 they themfelves upon 
their departure blowing up two Gates of the 
Town and the Ammunition-houfe. 

It ftands upon the very confines of Overifel 
and Frizeland, and is contiguous to a rifing and 
well cultivated Country, which lies to the Eaft 
and South of it 3 but towards the Weft and 
North it has the profpecl of a moorifn bottom, 
yet fuch as generally produces very good pafture. 
The River Aa? which rifes in Drente and emties 
it felf at Blockrzyll into the Zuyder-zee, runs clofe 
by one of its Gates, but its courfe lies fo confi- 
derably lower then the level of the Town, that 
in the foremention'd famous fiege of 15^2 the 
inhabitants were fore'd to make ufe of Wind- 
mills for the filling of their Ditches with wa- 
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Among the feveral FortrefTes built by the 
Confederate States in the courfe of their Wars 
with Spain? Blockzyll is none of the leaft confi- 
derable. It ftands at the mouth of the Aa, not 
far from Vollenhoven, and on the edge of the 
Zuyder-Zee, upon the traffic and navigation 
whereof it has no fmall influence 3 having it felf 
feveral years ago attained to a good commerce, 
and upon that account, and the great number 
of its inhabitants, become able to vie with di- 
vers Towns and Cities of tolerable note. In 
Blaeu s rime there were, befides a good number 
of lefler ones, above two hundred of thofe Vef- 
fels which they call Caravels belonging to this 
pla. 

Swart/luce, fo call'd from the Sluce that is 
there, and the fwart (that is black) water that runs 
by it 3 is moft commodioufly feated, as being 
in the public road from Embden, Groninge?z, and 
other circumjacent Countries, into the Province 
of Holland. The Turfs which are dug at Mep- 
pel, and part of them made at Giethorne, and 
other neighbouring places, pafs this way to the 
feveral Towns and Cities of thefe Provinces,where 
they are afterwards diftributed and vended. It 
was a neat Fortrefs ( comprehending the greateft 
part of the inhabitants houfes ) feveral years 
ago 3 but in the late Wars it feems to have been 
a place of more then ordinary confidera tion 5 
for an. 1673 2C was more ftrongly fortified by 
the Biihop of Munfters men, who rais'd a high 
Wall by the Haven, fencing off the fwartwater 
with vaft pieces of timber 3 in which -work the 
the Citizens of Geelmuyden were compePd to la- 
bour. In the courfe of the fame war the reco- 

of this Sconce was thrice with great 
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lofs and without fuccefs attemted by the Dutch, 
whofe forces the third time were in great dan- 
ger of being all cut off 5 the enemy upon no- 
tice siven before of the defign, having for that 
purpofe drawn confiderable forces together at 

Camfen and SwolL 

Thus have we done with all places of any 
note in Salland and Twente, and (according to 
Conringius his divifion ) in the Diftncl: of Vollen- 
hoven 5 and for an account of Drent our third 
part of Overifel ( tho fome difcourfe of it as of 
a whollv diftinct and feparate Jurifdidhon ) we 
refer to the next Map 5 proceeding now to what 
concerns this Province in general. 

While Overifel continued under the Bifhops 
of Utrecht, it was far from being govern d by 
them in an arbitrary way 5 for the fupreme power 
and authority was (till inherent in the States of 
the Province^ that is, the Nobility and the three 
chief Cities, Daventer, Camfen, and Swoll \ the 
Bifhop only prefiding over them, and being ob- 
liged after the end of the Convention to put their 
Decrees and Refolutions in execution 5 ckiming 
no jurisdiction over the three foreiaid Cities, nor 
fo much as over any Ecclefiaftical perfon be- 
longing to the fame. Neverthelefs , what by 
inteltine diiTentions, and what by the ambitious 
defigns of powerful neighbours , Overifel was 
frequently in great danger of being utterly ruin'd, 
fo that the Bilhops of Utrecht being alfo unable 
to defend it, this Province was neceflitated at 
length to caft about for fome more powerful 
Prince, from whom it might expect fafety and 
protection 3 which being mod likely to be ob- 
tain'dfrom Charles the Fifth, at that time Empe- 
ror and hereditary poffeflbr of almoft all the 
the neighbouring Countries 3 the States of Over- 
if el, with the confent of Henry of Bavaria ? 
then ( which was an. 1528 ) Bifhop of U- 
trecht, fubmicted themfelves to the forefaid Charles 
and his Heirs and Succeflbrs, Dukes of Brabant 
and Earls of Holland, upon the following terms 
and conditions : Both all and lingular the pri- 
viled ges and immunities of Overifel fhall be pre- 
ferv'd inviolate. There fhall be no alteration 
made in the Courts and methods of Judicature 3 
neither (hall the inhabitants be forced to feek 
Juftice elfewhere \_fuch certainly muft be the true 
fenfe of this Article, for I fee not otherwise how it 
is reconcilable with one of thofe which comes after- 
wards 2- Cefar and his SuccefTors (hall at their 
own charges oppofe and repel any enemy what- 
foever making war againlt this Country 5 the 
true bounds and limits whereof fhall by them 
likewife be aflerced, and fuffer no diminution 
nor contraction. The pecuniary Contributions 
required of them in time of War (hall be mo- 
derate, and proportion'd to the abilities of the 
Cities. The inhabitants (hall not be compelled 
to appear, or be detain d in any other Province 
lubject to Cefar, upon the account of any pub- 
lic Debt, whether contracted by die Prince or 
the Province, or any private perfon 3 but' for 
private Debts between man and man they may. 
Cejar fhall at his own charge make war againft the 
Duke of Geldre, till fuch time as the faid Duke 
fhall make reftitution of what he has taken from 

nf e ^f V / n / Ce u lt W H lawful for the States 
f OveriBel, by authority from Cefar, to impofe 

fuch Taxes upon the inhabitants as (hall be 
t^T^ f ° r dK t^S the public Debts 

S^r? by.pcrfwafion or courfe of War 
that the pecuniary mulct , for the payment 
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whereof the Bifhop with thofe of Swoll flood 
engaged by Bond to the Duke of Geldre, be 
remitted or reftor'd. If any difference have 
or (hall arife between the inhabitants of the 
Province, Cuefar and his Heirs and Succeffors 
fhall with all poflible expedition procure that 
the fame be reconciled 5 defending them equal- 
ly with the reft of his Subjects from' all in- 
jury and violence. The exportation of the 
Fuel-turfs fhall not be permitted but in certain 
manner and quantity 3 and care fhall be taken 
within the fpace of three years, that the Pro.' 
vince it felf be redue'd into a better ftate and 
condition. The yearly Revenue receiv'd hi- 
therto by the Bifhop fhall henceforward be paid 
to Cefar 5 till fuch time as there be fome fur- 
ther courfe taken in this matter. As for what 
concerns the Coining of Money, the bufinefs 
fhall be tranfacted with thofe who belong to 
the Imperial Mint. The annual Contributions 
paid in the Bifhops time for the occasions of 
War, fhall be ftill continued. Thefe things be- 
ing agreed upon, George Schenck , Baron Tauten- 
bergh, and Governor of Frizeland, in the name 
of Cefar took poflefiion of the Province, and 
in all confiderable places had folemn Inaugu- 
ration. 

At this day the States of Overifel, who enjoy 
the fame fupreme power as thofe of the other 
Provinces, confift of two members 5 the firft 
whereof is made up of fuch as they call No- 
bles, and thefe are the Country Prefects, with 
others of the Order or Dignity of Knighthood. 
The Country Prefects, whom they term Droften, 
are either of higher rank and quality, and fuch 
are thofe of Salland? Twente, and Vollenhoven*, 
or of an inferior nature, and thefe are the Pre- 
fects of Haexberg and Ifelmude 5 the firft whereof 
may be reckon'd to be comprehended under that 

of Twente, as the other under that of Salland tho 

each of them enjoy and cxercife a peculiar and 
diftinct jurisdiction. The* Knights are fuch as 
have a priviledge grounded either upon more 
ancient or modern Right and Cuftom, of vo- 
ting in their Conventions. The Magistrates of 
their three principal Cities, viz^ I>aventer, Cam- 
pen, and Swoll, conftitute the other Member or 
Order of their Eftates 5 which we muft not 
fuppofe to meet always in their full number, 
for in this as in the other Provinces there are 
certain perfons deputed and impower d to ad 
in the name of the whole Community 5 thefe 
being in Overifel fix, three whereof are nomi- 
nated out of the three fiiperior Prefectures, and 
the other three out of the often mention'd prin- 
cipal Cities, which Cities are made by turns 
the feat of their public AfTembly. The fame 
perfons are generally continued in this truft 
and office for the fpace of three years. 

Towards the beginning of March in the 
year 1 774 ( according to our account ) the 
Deputies of Overifel and Geldre were readmit- 
ted into the AfTembly of the States 5 and fo, 
as one of their writers obferves, the Union of 

Utrecht made 157?, and of late almoft ruin'd, 

was entirely re fiord. For it muft be remcmbred, 
that as foon as the three Provinces of Geldre, 
Overifel, and Utrecht had been conquer'd by 
the French and Bifhop of Munfter, or ( to fpeak 
more properly ) had bafely ( becaufe in a man- 
ner voluntarily ) fubmitted their necks to the 
foreign yoke, it was judg'd expedient to prohi- 
bit their Deputies from entring into the AfTem- 
bly of the States General, againft which prohi- 
bition there was a large Manifefto publifh'd by 

the faid Deputies, who therein endeavour'd co 

prove 
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prove by feveral reafbns^ that they ought not to 
be excluded and debarred Seffion, and power of 
acting in the public concerns of the Common- 
wealth. But all their arguments appearing as 
weak and invalid as mpft of their Towns had 
flifcw'n themfelves impotent and defencelefs ( the 
effect of their fear or treachery rather then real 
ftate and condition ) in the fmall, or rather no 
oppofirion made againft the common Enemy, 
the Reprefentatives of the unconquer'd Provin- 
ces found no reafon why they fhould recede from 
their former order and refblution , and there- 
fore they peremptorily commanded them to ab- 
fent themfelves for the future, and their Clerks 
to deliver up the Keys of their refpeclrive Offices 5 
there being alfo thereupon iflued out a Procla- 
mation, whereby all perfons were forbidden, 
under the feveral penalties, to hold any manner 
of correfpondence with the enemies of the State. 

In the three greater Cities all Caufes both 
Civil and Criminal are, as we have already re- 



ca 1 1 by the name of C lari„ ge , and which is not 

o have fr^rlT dKnZ f° thG P ™™ai Eftate 
wher J 1 fi£ ■ [ rc q uen . rf 7 convenU The place 
wnere it fits is by ancient cuftom the City of 

Vaventert the Judges or Juftiriaries being the 
Governor of the Province, or which (as cSngi^ 
tells us ) was formerly ufuall, in his name an/ by 
ipecial deputation , the Treafurer of Salland- 
thofe of the Order of Knighthood , four Efche- 

vms of Daventer, with two of Campen, and as 
many ot Swoll. The fentence pronoune'd by 
thefe is decifi ve and concluding 5 there being no 
mrther Appeal in any caufe whatfoever 
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H E County of Drent 
lies between Salland , 
the Twenty Benthem, and 
fome other parts of 

Weftphalia , Wefterwold, 

Groningen^ and the Pro- 
vince of Frizeland,call 'd 
by many writers ( dio 
improperly as we have 
already (hew n ) Weft- 
frizeland 5 to the laft whereof it is almoft equal 
in extent and magnitude, but much inferior in 
riches and cultivation. A great part of it is pof- 
ftfs'd by Marines and Heaths 5 but thofe two 

ru C I CI1S ca ^ ^ ^ milder-veenen and Echter-veenen 

(the hrft of which lies between Groningen and 
Steenwyck? and the other between Coeverden and 
Meppel ) do fufficiently recompenfe the owners 
for the want of other productions, with the 
Fewel-turf which they afford them, and which 
are convey 'd in great quantities into the neigh- 
bouring Countries, and particularly into the 

Province of Holland. 

. Drent is a diftincl: County by it felf, vet makes 
it not one of the United Provinces, altho it be 

oblig d to pay its quota in all public Taxes and 
Contributions 5 having moreover as well as each 
of thofe, the right to chufe its own Governor 
as alfo an ambulatory Court of Juftice ( call'd 
Lomnch) which paftesthorow the Villages, and 

fnTtlS^ is n ° a ^ eaL Notwithftand- 
Zlw P"J jIe d^cs, as alfo its having power 

die frenV C ° ^? minaCC Commits for 

meir fokmn 3nd . fou ?Dcpu«s, who hold 
tneir iokmn meetings in the Village of A/Ten ) 

™? • r Iy of the Staccs General* the rea- 
^ZtT^l by fome, thatl did 



had figned together with the reft at the very begin- 
ning of the faid Union. » At the fame time they alfo 
pleaded their having a particular Stadtholder 
and Governor, and that they had a fumnions 
fent to them, dated the 6 th of the foregoing 
November, wherein they were order'd to fend 
their Commiflioners to that Grand Convention 
of the States, which being produced the Lord 
Prefident deny'd his knowledg of any fiich fum- 
mons ( altho it appear 'd to have been figrid 
by him ) throwing it upon the error or corrup- 
tion of the Secretary. Among other things which 
they fuppos'd to make for them, was their ha- 
ving been admitted into and continu'd a diftincl: 
member of the Union till they were torn from 
it by the lofe of Groningen, Coeverden, and Steen- 
wycJk y their having been look'd upon as a diftincl 
Province not only when under the Bifhops of 
Utrecht, but afterwards in the time of Charles 
the Fifth, by whom the States of the Country 
of Drent were ( an. 1 5 5 5 ) as folemnly funv 
mon'd as any others, to give their confent to 
the Refignation of all the Low-Countries to King 
Philip. But notwithstanding thefe and other 
allegations ( to be feen at large in Aitzpa) 
and their complaining, that they were now 

avpd by their own Confederates, a?id dealt little 
better with then Tributaries, they were at length 
remitted to the ordinary AfTembly of the States 
General, from whom I do not find that they have 
to this day obtained their defires. 

Upon the Southern extremity of Drent, and 
not far from the Vecht, Hands Coeverden the chief 
place of the County j and a Fortrefs for the 
ltrength of irs Works inferior to none in Euro$e> 
altho it is reported to be not above 650 paces 
in compafs. Ic is diftant from Hardenberg one 
mile, from Groningen feven, from Steenwyck & 
from 5 woll five, from Daventer nine, from Otter 
Zyll five, and from Linghen in Weftphalia as manf. 
It is a place of greatclt moment in time of War, 
being fo feared that it commands considerable 
Uflcs into both the Frizelands, as well as into 
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. an d the Omlands 3 all the public ways near 
bout it, except that which leads to Groningen? 
hein°- moreover fb narrow and incommodious 
hat he who leads an Army in thofc pans muft 
rncounter great trouble and difficulty. It is 
uarded on the North-Eaft as far as Wedde in 
Weftcrvold by an ouzy and impervious Coun- 
try . and on the Weft by a Marih, which reaches 
beyond Hajfeh 5 having to the Northward 
the Village Daelhem, and a Heath continued even 
to Groningen$ and on the other fides fuch moorifli 
and fenny grounds as together with its ftrong 
Works have been judg'd to have rendered it an 
impregnable Fortrefs. In the year 1 5 8 1 it was 
prefently furrendrcd to the Earl of Rhennenberg, 
after his having routed the Confederate forces 
under the Earl of Hohenlo in the fields of Har- 

Not long after, Hohenlo having got 



to rh, h mif ? rr ^ d ' d m »ch contribute 
unon J PP7 fuCCef l ° f t** cntcrprize , for 

Sn r n h-UV COUn t th T fay the Dcfmdanc be- 
gan to disbelieve the information given them by 

the Rcnegadoes the greateft part of them, who 
were pretty well tir'd with watching, and the 
more becaufe jt fcem'd to be to no purpofe 
having betaken diemfcl ves to bed. To this they* 
add, the duck fog, which happen d to fall i n the 
morning, and which as it did them fome preju- 
dice by hindering the Guides from readilv find- 
ing the way to the appointed places of afTauir, 
lo did it abundantly recompenfe the fame by hi- 
ding the numbers and approach of their men. 
Towards the end of 73 there was a very trouble- 
lom Blockado put to it by the Bi/hop of Munlier 
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frefli forces together out of Holland, Brabant, and 
other Countries , and endeavour'd in vain to 
draw Rhennenberg to a Battel, turn'd fuddenly 
afide with his Army and recovered Coeuerden^ 
altho it was a little while after, -viz. upon Hohen- 
lo's being beaten a fecond time by Rhenenberg, 
retaken by the Spaniards. An. 1592. it was be- 
fiegd by Prince Maurice , who advantag'd by 
the dry net of the Summer feafon ( which made 
the very bogs and marines pafTable ) made Gal- 
leries cover d with earth crofs the Ditch, and fo 
came to the fapprng of the Rampart without 
any poflibility of being hindcr'd 3 fo that upon 

his beating the Spaniards under Verdugas, who 

were fent to raiie the fiege, and afTaulted the 
Prince in his Trenches, the Defendants, whofe 
Parapets were alfo beaten down, fo that they 
durft hardly appear upon the Works, defpair- 
ing of relief, furrendred the place upon the 
fame terms that had been granted thofe of Stesn- 

vyckz An. 1593 it was begirt and aflaulted by 
the forefaid Verdugas for no lefs rime then one 
and thirty weeks5 but it was effectually reliev'd by 
Prince Maurice , the enemy finding themfel ves 
oblig'd to quit the fiege- In the fatal year 1^72 
Coeverden flood fortified by a large and deep dou- 
ble Ditch, with very high and exceeding ftrong 
Ramparts* It was alfo defended by feven good 
Baftions, bearing the names of the (even Pro- 
vinces, with excellent Parapets, falfe Brays, and 
other Outworks 5 and a Cattle by ancient wri- 
ters efteem'd impregnable. Yet fo univerfally 
at that time had Cowardice or Treachery over- 
run thefe Countries that it was quickly yeilded 
up to the Bifhop of Munfter, who came before 
it upon the eighth of July, and had it furren- 
dred on the 1 2th of the lame month $ the be- 
Geg'd having been fcarce at the expence of one 
mans life in defence of fo considerable a Fortrefs. 
The Dutch writers tell us, that tho the drought 
at that time was fiich as had not been known 
in the memory of man, yet the enemy in their 
approaches were fain to run knee deep into the 
water, and could not poflibly have had any fuc- 
eefs if the Garrifon had made but tolerable re- 
uftance. In December following it was recover cl 
by fome Dutch forces fent privately from Gro- 
mngen 3 yet was it not abfolutely taken by fur- 
pnze, for the Munfter Garrifon in the Town had 
nonce of the defign given them the day before, 
and upon that account had fent to Stroll for 
juccours 3 fo that the place was carried by little 
lefs then an open aflault, being in all refpecls very 
well provided, and in expectation of fuch an 
attack, which coft the AfTailants at leaft 1 50 men. 
They indeed confefs, that their coming thither 
leycrai hours later then the appointed time ( a 
™ng which has made many attempts of the 
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l° f WKil grcac char S e and labour had rais'd 
a high bank almoft round it, whereupon the 
Town was prefently fo annoy 'd bv the high wa- 
ters, thus coop'd and pent up, that there was 
little probability of its holding out to the end of 
Winter. The Dutch were contriving all man- 
ner of ways to cut thorow the bank and let out 
the waters, when an obliging ft orm fa v'd them 
the labour, and made three confiderable breaches 
in it, whereby not only the place was relieved, 
but fome part of the Biihops forces, which lay 
encamp *d about it, were furprized and drown'd. 

Not tar from the Lord/hip of Wefterwold is a 
Fortrefs calTd Valter-fchans, of fo great ftrength 
( as the Dutch tell us ) that it is able to refift the 
moil powerful enemy 5 between which and Cce- 
verden, but much nearer the latter, ftands ano- 
ther, tho (mailer and of lefs consideration, the 
name whereof is Schans-t en-Hole. 

The reft of the County of Drent is poffefs'd 
by the Villages, fevcral whereof are both neat 
and large, efpecially Meppel , which is fituate 
upon the borders of Sailand? and is call'd by 

one an open Market-Town, others alfo telling 
us, that it is more like a Town then Village. 
In the Refcxipts of the Council of State, the 
Lordfhip of Runen is uf-ially mentioned together 
with the County of Drent. The fame did for- 
merly belong to the ancient Family of MunJIer, 
and has of late years endeavoured to throw off 
all relation to brent, aud affcrt it felf into the 
condition of a free and independant Dominion. 
Befides thefe, there are feveral other good Vil- 
lages in Drent, the chief of them being £eld 9 
Rold, Dez/er, Andlo, isre. to which may be ad- 
ded the Monafteries of Ajfen, Dicling, Scboon- 
beeck, istc. 

Concerning the defcent of this people from 
the ancient Frizpns, and their being formerly fab- 
jeefc to the Bifliops of Utrecht, we fhall fay, or 
rather repeat, nothing in this place 5 as having 
fpoke of thefe things in the foregoing General 
Defcription of Overljfel^ within the limits where- 
of, in thofe refpects at leaft, this County muft 
be fuppofed comprehended. The fame is divi- 
ded into fix Prefectures or Diftricts, the names 
whereof are Dingfpil Suyde-velt , Beylcr Dingfpil, 
Diverder Dingjpil, Rolder Dingfpil, Dingfpzl Norde- 
velt, and Dingfpzl Oftermoer. Each ot chefe has 
four Judges, appointed by yearly election, and 
taken promifcuoufiy out of the Nobles and 
Country-Boors 5 whofe office it is, not only with- 
in their proper Jurifdictj'ons every week to di- 
ftribute Juftice, and determine Suits and Con- 
troverfies, but to meet all together three times 
in the year, and hear fuch Caufcs as are of a 
higher nature, and concerning which there is 
an Appeal made to the fupreme Tribunal of the 
Province 3 and from the fentence of thac Court, 
which is held in the open air, and wherein t.ic 
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Governor of Vrent prefides, there lies no further 
Appeal. Befides thefe, there is a kind of a Judg 
in every Village, call'd a S cubes or Scour, to 
whom it belongs to put an end to the letter 
controverfies of the common people, and who 
has power to make diftrefs upon their Goods. 
Coeverden and Runen are exempt from the jurif- 
diction of all their Courts 5 the latter of them 
being only fubject to certain Nobles, and the 
other to the Governor of the Province; whofe 
general refidence is in the Caftle of Coeverden. 

Wefterxvold lies between Vrent and Eaft-Frizg- 
land, and the foil of it is generally moorifh, 
except in thofe parts which are next the Bay of 
Dullert. This Territory was anciently poffefs'd 
by part of that people, from whom the tract 
of ground between the forefaid Bay and the 
River Ems, call'd Reyderlandt, received its deno- 
mination 5 but afterwards for feme ages it did 
belong to the noble Family of the Addinges? 
Lords of the ancient Caftle ofWedde* and better 
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known by that which they took from this L 
{hip then by their proper and original name t 
has fince defcended to the Family of Aremb 
and contains about twelve Villages, and 
-R pliVin.K Mantes 5 and is fituate infuch a m**?* 0 

and Eaft-Frizeland cffS 
County may leem to lay a good claim to fr 
tho its Language, Laws, and Cuftoms for fevt 
ral Ages pall muft needs give it to the form£ 
Its moll ancient Governors were the Groninh 
gii, from whom it came to the Seherdi and 
from them to Utrecht, and afterwards to Geld 
but at length defcending to the Houfe of Bur 
gundy * it was by them beftow'd upon the Senate 
and people of Gronzngen, who were oblig'd to 
make no alteration in the Laws, nor abridge 
the liberty of the Villagers, as ?anjbn tells uf . 
who therefore would I think have done wrll 
to have given an account of it rather in t h 
Defcnption of this Province then in that nf 
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RONINGEN* com- 
prehending the Om- 
lands, is encompafted 
by Frizgland , the O- 
cean , the Bay and 
Wafhcs of the Emms 
and Duller t , and bv 
Eajt-Fr izgland and the 
County of Drent- Its 
ancient inhabitants 



try. Along the courfe, and on the fame fide 
as the forefaid, are the Medacbians, whofe Vil- 

are no fewer then nine, and whofe foil 




upon good grounds fuppofed to have been the 
Frzzpzzs, who formerly were pofTefs'd of a far 
larger tracl: of ground in thefe parts then that 
vhicn at prefent goes by the name of Frizeland 
and Wefi-trizgland 5 tho that Country which is 
now call'd Eajl- Frizeland is peremptorilv denied 
by good Authors to have been ever inhabited 
by them. Emmius tells us, that but an Age 
or two before his time it was call'd the Leffer 
bnzglandi and that altho the name of Gronin- 
gpi was in common ufe to denote the whole 

tp? 0 * 7 ', yec ic was hv Public Order to be 
call d only Omland in their folemn Aits and 
decrees 3 but at prefent the ufual ftile in all 

cales is Gronzngen and the Omlands. According 
towaeus Map, and his own illuftration of the 
lame ( which is very imperfect) this people and 
country are divided into two, tho unequal 
Parts 3 feparated by that River which is made 
at Gromngen by the confluence of feveral ftreams 
3s well out of Drent and Fredewold as from di- 
vers marlhy parts of the Province on all fides 

r™ 2 !r w «ich after an irregular and winding 
7 U " C empties it felf into the Bay of the Lau- 

lV f r i* J 1 } , arc the Langcwaldians next to Ooftergo 

Cu T and > P°ff«flcd of* thirteen Villages with 
^nurches 5 next to whom arc the Fredewoldians, 

i£ rcka *« "pon Drent, having ten Villages, and 
J2?S leatcd as well as the foremention'd in a 
ij or loii. Then come the Hommerzians, bor- 
dering upon the Bay of the Lauwers , redue'd 
/ inundations to the fmall number of three 
v ^a S es, but pofTefs'd of a rich and fcrtil Coun- 



exceeds in goodnefs that of the others already 
mention'd. On the other, that is the Eaftern 
fide of the River, arc the Hunfzngonians, who 
poflefs a large tract of ground, both rich by 
nature and by art well cultivated. Beyond thefe 
are the Frvelingonians, who border upon the Bay 
of the Ems 3 and whofe Countrv is divided into 
two parts, the firft whereof contains thirty- 
one Villages,^ and has not only a fruitful foil 
but is ennch'd by the traffic which the forefaid 
Bay and the neighbouring Sea afford it 5 the 
other comprehends but nine Villages, and is 
very boggy and moor: in, being call'd by the 
particular name of Durfoald. Befides thefe feve- 
ral people ( as he terms them ) there are the 
Wefterwoldians^ of whofe Territory we -have fpo- 
ken in part already in the foregoing Dcfcription. 
But to trouble our felves no further with the 
more ancient and indeed obfblete divifion of 
this whole Province, that which we {hall follow 
and which is more modern and more compre- 
henfive, is in this manner. Firft, the whole is 
divided into two parts, Gronzngen and the Om- 
lands. The Lord (hip of Gronzngen confilrs of 
the City with its neigh bouring Territory, as 
Goorecht, the old Ampt and Wejierwold^ upon the 
foil of which laft the City it felf is accounted 
to have been built. The Omlands are made up 
of Weftquartier, which lies towards Fr Iceland 5 
and of Hunfzngo and Five lingo, which lie upon the 
Sea and towards the mouth of the River Ems. 
Langacker-fconce ( otherwife call'd Nitue-fccnce ), 
Belli ngwo Ider-fconce , and the Port of Bourtang? 
which ftands in the great Marih that feparates 
Drent from the Bifhopric of Munjier in Wejipbalia, 
are accounted by fome as appendixes to the 
Province of Groningen, altho moft of them feem 
to be fituated in one or odier of the toreCmd 
Diftri&s. 

Groningen is but of fmall extent, being fearce 
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half fo large as Frizeland 5 the foil of which Pro- between it and the Monaftery of Selverdt it fi nk 
^,nfrl4 arcverv much alike, tho thatof into an even ^lam and level. ^The R 1V cr Ab a 



vince and diis arc very ----- ----- — 

Frizelandbz richer, efpecially in Grafs 5 the molt 
fertil part of Groningen lying upon the Sea and 
towards the River Ems. Hardly any thing is 
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is admitted into the lame thorow lame Ar^K 
1 1 - the Works, and L - - * " " Archcs 



more rare in this country uj«* . 
Wood, fo that their Fuel is altogether Turf, 
which ihey dig in great abundance. They have 
plenty of frefh and fait water Fifh 5 and keep 
good Herds both of great and fmall Cartel 
but have fcarce any wild Beafts, the number of 
their very Hares being inconfiderable. The 
City it felf is populous 5 and fo arc thofe parts 
which border upon the Sea and the Bay of Vul- 
lert. The Air is fharp, like that of Frizeland, 
and is made wholefom by the continual breezes 
which purge it 3 fo that men ordinarily live here 
to 70, So, and 90 years. The inhabitants fome- 
what refemble the Frizgns in humour and incli- 
nations, but they are more wary and more in- 
duftrious, which is imputed to their commerce 
and the great number of ftrangcrs which dwell 
among them. Indeed the body of this people 
is at this day made up of Wejipbalians and Dren- 
tians, who fearing themfclves here, have in pro- 
cefs of time bought out the ancient poftcflors 
of Houfes and Lands 5 both their modern lan- 
guage and manners wholly differencing them 
from the neighbour Frizpns { from whence the 
other were certainly defcended ) whom they 
outgo in excefs of Diet and Apparel, and other 
forts of intemperance. The Groningers are ( as 
one tells us) at this day of a fierce and turbulent 
fpirit, and much given to innovations 5 altho 
their martial Genius be much enervated by the 
long and conftant ufe which they have made of 
a foreign and mercenary Milice. 

The Metropolis of this whole Province is the 

City of Groningen ( written alfo Grceningen and 
Groeningben) which for want of a better muft 
be contented with one Grunius a Trojan for its 
Godfather ( if he may be fo term'd ), whom 
Munfter makes a Franc ^ and Guicciardine fuppofes 
may properly enough be accounted both, be- 
caufc the latter, as he (ays, derive their pedegrce 
from the former. It is fituatc, according to 
Guicciardine, in 28 deg. 24 min. of Longitude, 
and 5 3 dcg. 1 6 min. of Latitude, and is fix leagues 
diftant from Leewarden in Frizeland 3 being wa- 

tcr'd with fevcral Currents, which cut it in di- 
vers places, and are conveyed along both in 
natural and artificial Channels. Groningen ap- 
pears to be fituated in this manner. In the North 
and North- Eaft part of Drent, that is in the 
Ooftermoer Dingsfill, and a little above Falter- 
fconce, arife two fmall Rivers, call'd the Hune- 
Jus and Aha , which running from the South- 

u X °r thc ^ North - Wcft > are generally not 
above fix or eight, nay fometimes no more 
then four furlongs afunder. The courfe of 
thefe two Rivers is thorow two low and marfhy 
levels, feparated by a rifing ground of the fame 

ipacc and extent as the diftance of the faid Ri- 
vers to the conjunction whereof itrunsalon* 
in the fha pe of a Tongue, and upon the Ti p 
or end of this Tongue ftands the City of Grt 
mngen, which formerly took up only the verv 

klf on both fides upon the floping defcents 
fo as to take in the flat bottom. P Fmm hence 

K, VCT Y commcKfioufi^fSdV 

wTt^aSt C S C adVanta§C L ° f conveyance by 
^ ^ d r ^nd-carriage 5 which is common to 

I r a VC ¥ k y P laces m thcfc Countries The 
forefaid ridge is continued but about fome two 
furlongs beyond the City, for m the SdSy 



within the Walls a Bridge of Brick built ov e C 
it ? pafTes out again towards the North- weft tho 
row the like Arches, where it has a deep and 
broad Channel capable of a great number of 
Veflels 5 and where thc Hunejus, running with 
out the Walls and environing thc Eaft anof North 
parts of the City, mixes waters with it. An. 
Groningen, meafuring along the outward edec 
of the Ditch, was 2^18 paces in compafs- but 
after that thc Wall on the South-fide was' new 
built, and fet further out, being alfo made dou- 
ble, the lower and outmoft whereof was plac'd 
upon thc brim of the Ditch ( which is of a bredth 
and depth rarely to be met with elfewhere) at 
twenty-eight foot diftance from the inner one 
which is much larger and higher. In the year 
1^15 the like alteration was made on the oppo- 
fite hdeof the City, where an Area or plat 0 f 
ground was taken in almoft equalling that on 
which the whole of it ftood before • the Ditch 
which encompafles thofe new Walls being at the 
furfacc of the water 270 foot broad. Inftort, 
it has fcvcntccn vaft Baftions or Bulwarks, and 
other fortifications proportionable 5 fo that ic is 
become a place of very great ftrength, and rev- 
kon'd, if well Garrifor/d, in a manner impregna- 
ble. 

In Groningen there were formerly three Parifti 
Churches 5 befides which were alfo five others 
belonging to as many Religious Houfes, and 
four to Hofpitals. The chief of them, which 
flands at the end of thc great Market-place, 
was dedicated to St. Martin, being before the Re- 
volt from Spain fubject to the Bifhop of Mun- 
fter $ wherein was formerly to be feen an Or^an, 
which Rodolphus Agricola was reported to have 
made with his own hands. Next to this both 
in place and dignity was that of St. Walburgb, 
to which is adjoining a very high Tower, as there 
is likewife to St. Marys Church ( it is call'd alfo 
from the neighbouring River the Aa Church) 
which flands in the Weft part of the City, and 
near unto the other Market-place. The firft of 
thefe two laft mentioned is of a roundifli form, 
and a building of very great ftrength, and in it 
is faid to be a never- failing Spring, and fuch as is 
fubjeel to no abatement or decay. A late Tra- 
veller prefers the Tower contiguous to it ( tho 
the very top thereof was fome years fince de- 
ftroy'd by Lightning ) before all buildings of the 
like nature rhorowout thefe Countries 5 one of 
the Bells in it, which are in number fixteen, be- 
ing alfo much admir'd by him for its bignefs. 
At this day Groningen ( as Blaeu tells us ) confirts 
but of two Fahfhes 5 thofe two which formerly 
belongd to St. Walburgb and St.Mar tin's Churches 
being united and made one. But there was a 
few years fince another Church building in this 
Town, call'd therefore the Nieu-kirck* which I 
fuppofe is before this time wholly finifh'd 5 and 
has its parochial bounds affign'd it. The Church 
and Monaftery of St. Francis are fituate almoft 
in the middle of thc City 5 and that of St. James, 
with the Monaftery of the Dominicans, ftand on 
the North-fide of the fame, and not far from 
the City Walls, Befides thefe, Groningen vas 
formerly beautified with feveral other public 
Buildings, tho of lefs note 5 fuch as was thc f ricry 
near St. Walburgb's Church, converted afterwards 
into thc Bifhops Palace, and fince that become 

the Habitation of thc Provincial Governor. One 
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of the two principal Market-places ( for there 
is a third indifferent large one calTd the Ox- 
Market ) is J 79 paces long, and almoft as broad, 
being upon that account call'd the Brede Merest - 
and the other call'd the Fiih-Market, taking in 
the Area of the Aa Church, exceeds it in length, 
tho it be inferior to it in bredth. In the former 
of thefe ftands the Guild-Hall, of which I find 



mm 

LANDS. 



no great matters fpoken 3 but at thefe two Mar- 
ket-places are no fewer then feventeen large Streets 
reported to terminate, fix whereof lead in a ftrait 
line to Co many Gates of the City 5 and on each 
fide of thofe in the old City arc faid to be Walks 
fo neatly pav'd, that one may pals fecurely in 
the darkeft night without either Torch or Candle. 
The number of fpatious Streets thorowout the 
Town has been along time twenty-fix, to which 
was added fome years fince a new one,drawn crofs 
the Francifcans Garden, and adorn'd with verv 
curious Buildings. There are eight leiTer Gates 
in the Rampart, at one whereof the cruel Alva. 
began to build a Cittade! ( which was to have 
been a regular Pentagon ) to bridle the inha- 
bitants upon his firft coming to the Govern- 
ment of the Low-Countries, but the enfuingwars 
and continual troubles hinder 'd him from finifh- 
ing it 5 and as fome tell us, it was utterlv demo- 
upon the Pacification of Gaunt? tho others 
fay it remained to the year 1607, and that then 
at the earned requett of the Citizens it was laid 
open on that fide which look'd towards the 
Town. The large Suburbs calTd Scbutendz'ep, 
being formerly encompafs'd by a deep Ditch 

mparts are now taken into the 

City. 

Upon the 23d day of Auguft (upon which 
day has been ever fince celebrated the yearly 
inauguration of the Reftor ) an. 1 6 1 a was an 
Univerfity founded here by the Provincial States, 
by whom, as Blaeu tells us, it was liberally en- 
dow'd out of the old Monattic Revenues, the 
place afTign d them being hard by the Church 
or the Francifcans. There is a Table provided 
tor forty Scholars, each of whom pavs vearly 
to the public Steward the fum of forty-five Ca- 
rolm Crowns 3 the overplus of all expences be- 
ing defray 'd by the States. Thev have Profef- 
Jors in all Faculties, asalfoof the Greek Tongue 
and of the Mathcmaticks. The hrtt Ileclor of 
this Univerfity was the famous Vbbu Emnzzus, 
whom we may juftly ttilc the Frizifh Cambden. 
AQ the Library hangs a Tablet, with an inferip- 
tion containing a very ftrange ftory, tho attetted 
Dyjery credible perfons, of a Soldiers having 

Z) ir* teen - da >' s aftcr a wound received in the 
Ventricle of the Heart. A late Traveller 

3f* n0C i CC , of thdr P ubIic School in the fame 
piace with their Univerfity, wherein hefavsfeven 

the u C ^ ach ac the Provincial charge, having 
3 ™ ufes Rent-free, and 2680 Carolin Crowns 
1 ai ? c , nd aMow*d them. At the entrance 
™o the School is this Moral infeription, Fac 

* *°™»* fa8a fuzfe voles. 
on 7i! C 1 " nce s Palace, call'd Provinz-huys, ftands 
i;pfnT? C ^ ( ? rth - fldc of the City, where that Re- 

5 i , cr was formerly feated which they 

of l« X ■ €m Z lc name of Fricrs 5 and in onc 

all rh e S a?lbers are to bc feen thc Pictures of 

that h r k CCS ° f 0range and Earls of Na f aw 
Ienrr aV ^ ccn * Adjoining to this, is an excel- 

eafilvT ' f nd not far from ic thc Stadthoufe 5 
y Known by this infeription, Jure isr Tempore. 

6 Rufr^T* * roceres C*™***™, Nobiles Omlandi, 
tihn^jh re bus ad Pravinciae (alutem periznen* 
™«s deliberates. 1 * 

A «e chief Magiftracy of this City confitb of 
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into whofe room there are as d^Iw 
the Jurats upon the eighth day c£ldJZh$L 
manner : Having heard a Sermon, dicr^ 

Counol-Houf^ and the Confd 'for the 
time being puts 24 Silver Beans, anfwenSJ£ 
trie number of Jurats, into a Hat, among4'ch 
there are 5 colour d, by the drWing whereof 
are 5 Electors pitched upon, who b^oJ - £k ? d 
up together arf n ot f u fi e r'd to come forrh tdl 
they have made choice of 8 perfons to fucceed 
thofe whofe Office is then expiring. Tins was 

£ CC X d ^ me f h ° d whcn thcfc ^evinces had no 

from ,3? > 3 ^ UC -° hil1 ^ * S m *y bc Elected 
trom the nomination of thefe 5 Electors 

did formerly bdopg 5 which authority whether 
it be reftor d to him fince the Revolutions of 

t 7 fA^} a ° W n P. r - 7 his firft Council has full 
Jurifdidhon within the City and Territory of 
Gronzngen, in putting forth Orders and Edicts in 
Uting, Apprehending, and Committing to Cutto- 
dy 5 in granting Pardons, or infficting Capital 
1 umihmen ts 5 in managing the public Revenue* 
and creating feveral forts of Magistrates, efoe' 
ciaJly the Hovetnzanni and the Governors of the 
Country Diftricls fubject to the Citv : but in 
fuch things as are of the higheft nature and 
concern to the whole Republic, vz\. the mafcinr? 
or Peace or War, the concluding of Leaguel 
and Alliances, and the like 5 it has been ufual 
for them to call to their aliiftance thefe eio-ht 
Senators who went lafi: out of Office, together 
with the twenty-four Jurats. The Council of Ju- 
rats undergoes the fame yearly change as the 
Senate, twelve of them quitting their places and 
as many being elected in their fiead by five of 
their own number, appointed in the fame man- 
ner as thofe thatchufe the Senators. They are 
calfd Jurats from the Oath they take vearly to the 
Confuls, whereby they efpecially oblige them- 
fclvcs to meet and be afiifiing to the other Coun- 
cil whenever they fhall be convened 5 and that 
they fhall not raife or abett any factions or tu- 
mults, or hold any feparate meetings. Three 
of thefe are as it were the Prefidents or Rectors 
of the whole Council, whofe fenfe and refblu- 
tions are delivered by this Triumvirate both in 
the Senate and elfewhere 5 upon which account 
they arc commonly call'd the Talemans or Tael- 
mans. that is, Spokesmen. It is cuftomary alfb 
with the Senators for the gaining of greater 
authority to their higheft Acts and Sanctions, to 
call to their afliftance fome Citizens of the bef I rank 
and intereft, efpecially (till of late) the two JEdils* 
or Tribunes, who were the Matters and Guardi- 
ans of thofe Societies into which the Opificers 
are divided ( thefe are faid to be Eighteen, be- 
fides Brewers and others of higher Callings and 
Employments ) and upon whom they have there- 
fore a very great influence. But it feems they 
have been feveral times found to make very 
bad ufe of the fway they bore among the Com- 
monalty, nay to have employed it for the pro- 
moting of (edition and tumults, fuch as hap- 
pen 'd particularly in the year 1^57 and 1662.5 
upon the account of which in March an. 1663 
the Senate judg'd it expedient by public Edict 
utterly to aboliih that Office. There is another 
Colledge of Magistrates in this City, call'd the 
Chamber of the Hovetmans or Hoofmanns ( that 
is Prefects or Governors ), into which no Citi- 
zen is admitted except he has bore the Office 
of Conful 5 altho their jurisdiction is only over 
die Country Territory and the Omlands 5 there 
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having been lately upon occafion of the tumults 
an. 1657 ( as fome tell us, t ho this thing appears 
from others to bear an elder date ) three Om- 
landers admitted into this Court of Judicature, 
who prefide in the fame by turns, in fuch order 
as is determined by lot- The Country Junf- 
didtion of this City comprehends two large 
Prefe&ures, call'd the Old one and the Subur- 
ban 5 the firft whereof contains feventeen larger, 
and the other twelve fmaller Villages, and for- 
merly five Monafteries or Religious Houfes. 
The Senate, or Council of Sixteen, appoints and 
changes at pleafure the Governors of thefe Di- 
ftriclis 5 the Prefect of the greater being gene- 
rally of Noble deferent and of Confular Dig- 
nity $ and he of the other feldom under the quality 
of a Senator or Councellor. But concerning 
thefe, the foremention'd Court of the Houfma?is, 
the Matters of the Quarters or Wards of the 
City? as alfo the Gildrecbt ( to which laft it ap- 
pertains to infpedt. and fuperintend all maritime 
affairs, and the higher matters of trade and com- 
merce ) we cannot infift in this place, but muft 
refer the Reader to Blaeu and others who have 
wrote more largely of thefe and other things of 
like nature 3 tho fometimes their accounts feem 
ftale and obfolete, by reafon of feveral alterations 
which time and different emergencies have intro- 
due'd among them. None formerly were ad- 
mitted into the Council of Sixteen but fuch as 

milies, 



Hans-Town^ and had an exemption granted the 
by the Emperors from being fummon'd to a** 
pear before any foreign Tribunal. The riJT 
of coining Silver it is faid to have enjoy'd abov 
four hundred years 3 and of Gold from the ye a C 
1484. But concerning things of this nature 
particularly the Staple, and other pri viledges of 
this place, confult Blaeu in his Theatrum Vrbium 
and Conringius in his Thesaurus Rerumpublkarum 
The particular Laws both of City and Country 
may be feen at large in the Additions to Gml 

czar dins Belgica Faederata. Among thofe of the 
City are thefe : The names of Bankrupts, if the 
Creditors require it, are publinYd yearly from 
an upper Window of the Council- Houfe 5 u pon 
which they were formerly put out of the pro 
tedtion of the Laws 5 but now it is only a matter 
of the higheft feandal and reproach. Upon the 
death of the Parents the Son has only a double 
portion to that of the Daughter 5 which holds 
both in moveables and immovables. The Hus- 



which came ordinarily out of all parts of the 
Country , and fetled themfelves here 5 which 
courfe, as long as it obtained, is obferv'd by 
fome to have conduced very much to the quiet 
and profperity of this City 5 nor is it at all im- 
probable, fincc it has been abundantly experi- 
enced in all States and Governments that new 
men are mod inclined to innovations. 

The Citizens are reported to be very courteous 
and obliging, both crafty and induftrious 5 and 
yet of a haughty difpofition, and almoft profufe 
in Diet and Habit 5 great lovers of liberty, and as 
greedy of gain as any of the Net ber landers. They 
are faid alfo to be very tenacious of their Reli- 
gion 5 that which is principally authorized anions? 
them being the Calviniftical Reform 3 d, altho the 
Se .^ : ,°( the Anahaptifts have a public toleration, 
which is granted to the Lutheran Profeffion. Some 
fuppofe that at leaft one half of the Inhabitants, 
j j -5^ COI ^ ceaItn eir inclinations, are privately 
addicted to the Church of Rome. We are told 
moreover, that the women in this City gene- 
rally wear Breeches 3 that at Marriage-Suppers 
there are by public Order to be but three Courfes 
and at each Courfe not above two Difhes of 
meat 5 that God-Fathers are not in ufe with 
them but the Minifter gives name to the Child - 
and that their Funerals are not celebrated either 
with Sermon, Pfalm, or tolling of a Bell 5 only 
the latter of thefe is ufed in the Buryals of Per- 
fons of higher rank and quality, after that the 
Corps is put into the ground. 

The frequent Gardens and great number of 
Fruit-trees which appear every where between 
the Houfes, are both pleafant and ufefol to the 

them' is \t\ xX T7^ h I s mo * ^nefickl to 
them is the trade driven both upon the Riet- 
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band cannot fell, exchange, or mortage the im- 
movables of the Wife, without her free and ex- 
prefs content 3 the fame holding -vice z/erfa. Thofe 
that arc not baptized in the authorifed and efta- 
blifhed manner are incapable of inheriting. A 
fourth part of fuch Eftates as devolve to perfons 
dwelling beyond the Ems and Lasers, or beyond 
Coeverden, is efcheated to the public Treafury 
of the City. 

Henry the third, Emperor, furnam'd the Black, 
gave to Berthold Bilhop of ZJtrecht all the right 
and title which he was poilefs'd of to certain 
Lands in the Town of Groningen $ upon which 
fcore the fucceeding Prelates of that See, wreft- 
ing the words of the Imperial Diploma as far as 
they could to their own advantage, arc faid to 
have afterwards laid claim to the whole Town, 
the extent whereof was then but fmall., and the 
ftrength fb little that they were incapable of 
making any confiderable refinance 5 altho fre- 
quent tumults and infurrec"tions happen d there- 
upon. At length about the year 13.92, Florent 
the Bifhop, with the confent of his Cathedral, 
relinquifh'd, upon certain conditions, all man- 
ner of power either within or without the City 
of Groningen, deriv'd to him from the forefaid 
Emperor 3 the City however (till acknowledging 
the Bifhop for its Patron , and obliging it (elf 
to pay the yearly Canon. After this, vi\. about the 
year 1401 the Groningers were redue'd into their 
former condition by Bifhop Frederic? but fet at li- 
berty again by David of Burgundy Bifhop of Utrecht 
about the year 14*05 after whofe death, which 
happened an. 1496, the commotions anddnTen- 
tions of Ft inland ( irreconcilably carried on by 
the two factions of the Schiringers and Vet coopers) 
drawing Albert of Saxony, by order of the Em- 
peror Maximilian, into that Country, the fame 
did hkewife occafion great troubles to the Gro- 
ningers, efpecially in the years 1500 and 1505* 
in the latter of which they were almoft brought 
to extremity by rhe Saxon forces, aflifted by the 
Earl of Eafi-Frizeland. At length their Biftop 
proving very unable to relieve or atflft them, 
they yeilded up themfelves to Edfar the faid Earl 
?t E*fi'Frizfland 5 but he after fome years Ending 
nimfelf an unequal match for the Saxon Prince, 
who laoour'd afrefh to poffefs himfelf of this 
City and Country, call'd in the Duke of Geldre, 
and with the confent of the people refign d all 
his right and title to him, about the year 1 5 1 5- 
It was not long ere the patronage ( for fach it 
was originally pretended to be ) of the Geldrians 
became very uneafie to the Groningers, thefe com- 
plaining, that the Articles agreed upon between 

them 
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them were not at all obferv'd, and that there 
was no account made of their ancient rights 
and priviledges; wherefore they thought itmoft 
advifable to fubmit themfelves to the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth, who was in actual poffeilion 
of almoft all the Netherlands 3 which was done 
in the year 153^ In the year 1550 this City 
and Province fwore fealty to Philip the Second, 
Son of the forefaid Charles, who afterwards go- 
vern'd them by thefe fucceflive Deputies 5 the 
Earl of Aremberg, Jafper of Robles, and the^Earl 
of Renneberg, by which laft they were an. 1579 
put into the hands of the Confederate States, 
tho not long after they returned with him to 
the obedience of Spain. Ann. 1 5^4 Groningen 
was fubdued by Prince Maurice for the United 
Provinces, in whole poffeffion the whole Country 
has in a manner ever fince continued. 

In the year 1672 the City of Groningen was 
aflaulted by the forces of Munfter and Colen from 
rhe middle of July to the middle of Auguft 5 and 
tho it was not thorowly befieg'd, as being (hut 
up only at two or three Bulwarks, yet was it 
mod terribly play'd upon both with great (hot 
and Granadoes 5 above five thoufand of the 
latter being caft into the Town, whereof feve- 
ral weigh'd four or five hundred pounds. A 
great part of their Buildings was thereby ruin'd, 
but not above eighty perfons flain 5 the refiftance 
made by die Groningers being fo brave, and the 
action continually fo hot, that no fewer then five 
thoufand of the enemy are reported to have been 
kili'd in the enterprize, fo that by that means and 
the daily running away of their Soldiers, the 
Bifhcps Army in the forefaid (pace of time was 
mouldred away from 24 to 14 thoufand 5 where- 
upon they were compell'd to raife their Camp 
and be gone, to their own confiderable difcredit 
and the no fmall commendation of the Gronin- 
gers valour and induftry, for which thev were 
( as is already faid in the account of Geldre ) 
afterwards rewarded with a double vote in rhe 
Grand Council of State of the Vni ted Provinces. 

There has been in all ages great feuds and 
contefts between the City of Groningen and the 
Omlajiders 5 but hardly ever greater then in the 
year 1^77, occafion'd bv the fcizure and impri- 
fonment m the Cky of onc/ean Rangers, upon 
iuipition of his having held correfpondence with 
the Bi&op of Munfter during the forefaid fiege. 
He was Provincial Commiilioner of the Om- 
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hood and a kind of afrTnirv liCX toHDour- 

thereby ^/cfetSS. Z 

Epiraph wntten by Hermolaus Barbarus, ^Venetian 

upon die immature death of Agriccla (for ke dieA 

Jl/l 5 WaS ^ nCC en fr^^n upon a TorrTb 
ftone laid over him at Heyddberg i R the Pi^w 
nate ( as we are inform'd by Blaeu the, ? 7 
fays only, without naming d iC To^Vc^ 

nil % W u S ^ r ^ d m the Church of the FrZ- 

Invida clauferunt hoc marmorefata Rodolphum 
Agncolam h Fifii fpemque decufque folL 

Scilicet hoc vivo meruit Germania laudis 

Kuicquzd babet Latium- Gr^ri* n^ir^.i.i 7^t^ 
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landers, who therefore requir'd that he fnould 
be releas'd and ddiver'd up to them, as not 
being fubjea to any foreign Jurisdiaion, for 
lucn they accounted that of the City of Groningen 
in relation to themfelves. We cannot infift on 
thefe matters, and therefore (hall onlv add, that 
tne Deputies fent by the States General gave it 
°n ti2e Omlanders fide 5 the Groningers refuting to 
°ocy, and protefting againft the decifion, to which 
«iey were afterwards commanded to conform 
tnemielves 5 power being given to others, in 
caie thefe fhould periift in their obftinacv, after 
ntteendays to acl: feparately as to what concern cl 
tne afrairs of the Omlands. When or in what 
fanner thefe differences were ended I cannot 

Sll / 1Z a PP ears afterward, that the Stadt- 
noioer ot Ft inland and Groningen took part with 
™ ^ity v but the States General confirmed the 
nf^ lnatIOn of * cir De P u cics,and of the Prince 
ilJtu^ 9 ^ a letter to thcm complains 

it fir • e ^ uarrcls thc Province had brought 
t j Ji: ■ ^ to a condition of giving no afliftance to 
u ^ Union for almoft two years pad 5 refufing 

thV? n c r f j^ 0 ^ injuty done to them to fend forth 
CW .P id ^ or pay their Quota in anv public 
contributions. 



This City was alfo ennobled bv the birth of 
the great PhiJofopher Wefelius , ' cotemporarv 
with Agncola, and a perfon fo excellently sknTd 
in aJl parts of Learning that he was ufually 
calld Lux Mundi. He dy'd about the year 
148^5 to whom Blaeu adds another Gronineer 
™K R f£" e ™ s Pr*dinius 5 very much commend- 
ed by him for his feveral Writings. 

The Bourtang-Fort ftands upon the edges of 
Drent and Groningen ( though it belong to the 
latter ; being not far from V/efiervold, and a*I- 
moit encompafs'd by large and unpnhlbk Mar- 
ines 5 in the middle whereof William of Xsfh* 
Governor of England obferving a narrow ridge 
of rifing and firm ground to run, he pdg'd^it 
a very convenient place to build a Sconce upon, 
to Facilitate the fubduing of Groningen 5 tho it 
has fery'd fince as a good defence againft all 
hoftile incurfions into thefe parts. It was begun 
and finiin'd in the year 1593, notwithstanding 
the interruption endcavour'd to be given to 
the Work ^ by Verdugo the Spanijh General!, 
who appear'd before it with his whole Army 
in the month of September 5 but although the 
Fortifications were not quite finiih'd, and the 
Fens almoft dry'd up by the heat of die forego- 
ing Summer, he was fo briskly receiv'd by the 
Garrifon that he prefentJy drew oh^ without 
making any further attempt. 

Be llingxpolder-Zyll or Be llingwolder- Sconce, (calf d 
alfo Old-Sconce ) is fituate upon the Bay of Dul- 
lart, the Sea coming up to it at high water, 
fo that either by help thereof ( which by open- 
ing thc Sluces may be let into the Country) 
or by flopping the frefh water currents in their 
defoent from thc Inlands and Marines of the 
Bourtang, whoever are Mafters of this Fortrefs 
command one of the moft confiderable Palles 
between Eaft-Frizeland or Weftphalia and Gro- 
ningen. It was look'd upon as a great overfight 
in Verdugo the Spanijh General, who Ann. 15?$ 
lying with his Army within an hours march of 
it, neglected the taking of this Fort before it 
was thoroughly Fortify 'd by the Confederates 5 in 
whole hands I think it remained to the year 1^72, 
in which year it was taken by the Bifhop of Mun- 
fter and afterwards recover'd by the Dutch. 

Winfchoten is another Fortress, ftand/ng in the 
Old Ampt 9 not far from Bellingwolder-Zyll-, fer- 
ving for the fame purpoles, and being ford- 
fy'd about the fame time with that. It was 
plundered by the Bifhop of Munfters Forces 
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about the beginning of March i^74- 

Langacker-fccnce, call'd alfo the New-fconce, 
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Langacker-fccnce, call'd alfo the New-fconce, 
itands in the farther part of Wefterwold, upon the 
Bay of Dullart, and is a kind of boundary be- 
tween this Country and Eaft-Frizeland. An. 



their fubdivifions. 4. No man was to 
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1673 it was carefully blocked up all the Winter 
by the Dutch, to /hut out the Bifhop of Mwifter 
from the old Ampt, and the adjacent Countries 5 
who having made two vain tho vigorous attemts 
to relieve it, was fore'd to defilt , (o that in June 
the fame year the Nether landers under the com- 
mand of that brave Soldier General Rabenhaupt 
took it by affault, with the lofs of but two men 
(as the Dutch writers report) tho the Guns, 
Ammunition, and Booty found in it ( for it had 
been a long time made the ftorehoule of the ene- 
mies plunder) would have fufhciently recom- 
pene'd them for far greater trouble and dammage. 

In the Old Ampt Hands the ancient Village of 
Midwold 5 formerly a flourifliing place, but now 
almoit ruin'd by the outragious Dollart ( which 
word fignifies mad and furious ) reported about 
four hundred years ago to have fpred it fclf upon 
the ruins of thirty-three good Villages. 

The Omlands in fome things act jointly with 
Groningen, but in others feparately and indepen- 
dently as to that City and its Jurisdiction $ tho 
together with it they are accounted to make one 
of the Seven Confederate Provinces. Never was 
any Country more troubled with intcftine di£ 
cord and broils then thefe of the Omlands, which 
( to pafs by thofe of former times ) were fo great 
in the years 1^55 and 165? ( to which we may 
add the diflentions above mention'd ann. \6jj 
between them and the City of Groningen ) that 
the States General were fore'd to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours for pacifying the fame, tho all the 
remedies they could apply to that purpofe have 
I think hardly proved effectual. In the forefaid 
year 165? there were feveral Orders made upon 
tins account, and eftablifh'd bv the fupreme 
authority of the Union 5 anew divifion, or rather 
fubdivihon of the Omlands being then likewifc 
contnv'd in this manner. The Omlands had been 
or old divided into three parts, call'd by fome 
Tnarchies, viz. Hun Jingo, Fivelingo, and the Weft- 
Quarter ( for fo they term it, tho it be reallv 
a third Part of the whole ). But now each of 
thefe is fiibdividcd in like manner 5 thefc kffer 
Diftricts being call'd Smaldelingen and Onder- 
7? a r?? S a Hsmfingp is divided into MavfierdeeL 
Half-Amfter-deel and Ocfter-Amfter-deel each of 

which contain feventeen PanOies, called by them 

Carpfelen Five lingo confifts of WoltdeeL Hooge- 
landt and Oofter-deel, every of which compre- 
hends fifteen Panflies. Wejl-Quartier is made up 

M'jf~ff ge l f ool fi e J- d %^ Vre-de-Wolderdeel and 
Middaghfterdeel, in the firft whereof are included 
eight, in tne fecond tfiirteen, in the third fixteen 
1 anlhes. Among che abovemention d Orders 
(which are too large and numerous to be S- 
fertedhere^ were thefe: 1. All Offices and I pub- 
he Employments ( both within and without 
Province ; ) were divided between Ennea^rchZ or 
ninefmaller Diftridb 5 which was d<£ &%™ 
of a Rata or Cycle, che Revolution whereof was 

™Ja mor f 1 ^ l ! al «id certain diftribution 1 was 
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years at leaft imploy'd in the public Conv<* J W ° 
of the Provincial Eftates. 5 . Some oXs?" 
made to prevent the inconveniences which h^ 
been obferv'd to happen by reafon of the I n t 
regnums , as fome term them or vacancy of 
Offices. 6. From that time forward no m 
was to have any public Employment except- 
were of the Reform'd Religion, of a cleat R 7 
putation, and known to be a lover of the com" 
mon good of the Country, and in fome Villa*! 
v from whence it was not lawful for him to re 
move into another ) pofiefs'd of at leaft thirVJ 
Acres of ground ( call'd by them DertUb Grafel) 
yeildmg eight Florens yearly Tribute to the pub 
he Treafury. 7. Before any man be admitted 
into the Provincial AiTembly, he muft produce 
his writings and make full proof of the value 
or nis Eftate 5 to be inferted into a particular 

Omlands 

8. The Father and Son, if they live together 
muft not fit in the Provincial Convention of 
Eftates 5 into which no ftranger can be admitted 
tho otherwife qualified according to Law before 

If ^ S j i W ^r WC } VC3 or if hc has m ^rried an 
Umlandijb Wife, fix years in the Country isc 

In the Tetrarchy of Fivelingo, upon the Chan-' 
nel call d the D amfter-diep, about two miles from 
the Aeftuary of the Ems 9 ftands the Town of Dam 
from whence the faid Channel has its denomi- 
nation. It is fituate in a rich and pleafant foil 
and beautified with goodly Buildings, but has 
no Walls or Bulwarks , for the want of which 
the inhabitants accufe the Groningers 5 whofe 
envy or jealoufie they fay has twice or thrice 
within thefe hundred years frufirated their en- 
deavours to raife fome fortifications about the 
place. 

AH other places thorowout the Omlands are 
accounted no other then Villages, being in num- 
ber about \6o 5 many of which are fo large, 
and fo well built and inhabited, that they may 
defcrvedly be call'd fmall Towns. The chief 
or thefe, confiderable either for their bignefs or 
Forts or Cafties, are in Hunfingo Triarchy, Win- 
Jum Cafpatious Village, in which Groningen claims 
no fmall junfdiction), Bedum, Warfum, Vuitbu- 
fen, tec. In Fivelingo y Delphzjll ( of which anon) 
Spyck , Bierum, Farmfum, Lopperfun/, Stedu?n, Gar- 
viorjwold, Slocteren, tec In Weft-Qziartier, HoocIj- 
k?rc^ Garnetpert, Ooftum, Pervert, fenfema, <2c 

I here were alfo no fewer then twenty-five Mo- 
nafteries and Religious Houfes for bodi Sexes in 
this Country 5 whofe buildings were as magnifi- 
cent as their endowments plentiful 5 the chief 

1 ^ 1 , ln§ that of A <lew*rt ^ Weft- Qu artier, 
which had junfdiction over five Villages, and 
was famous for its great riches and ftatdy 
Church. 

The Fort of Delphzill, tho fituate in Fivelingo, Vety 
did formerly belong to Eafl- Friz? land. It is 
mrnimd wich a very good Haven, which for 

i tu f? on and other advantages exceeds that of 
&mbden > upon account whereof it has always 
t>ecn well fortified by fuch Princes as have had 

to do with the Groningers and Omlanders 5 fuch 
as particularly were Edfard Earl of Eaft-Frz^eland 
about the year 1 500, and after him Charles Duke 

u i7 5 the blood y Alva having alfo defign d* 
to build a good City in this place, had he not 
Deen hinder'd by the turbulency and Ihortnefs 
ot his Government. Its fortifications have been 
ieveral times demolilh'd and rebuilt, thorowout 
the courfe of the Wars of thefe latter ages. 
Ax'"- 1 58 1, upon the overthrow of Hoenh with 

th^ 



the Dutch Army in the fatal Battel of Aarden- 

lurg it was furrendred to the Spaniard 5 and eight 
years after William of Nafaw, Governor of Frize- 
'land, endeavour'd ( for the ftreighting of Gro- 
ningen ) to retake it by ftratagem 5 but the de- 
fign mifcarried thorow too much hafte, and the 
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not punctually obeying his orders 5 to whom 
verthelefs about the year 15^1 it was yeilded 



ne 



up upon tne nnt fumrnons, ana even berore a 
great Gunwasfir'd againftit 5 for which coward- 
ly action twelve of the Garrifon were put to 
death by the Groningers, all the reft being lhame- 
fully difcarded and fent away without a ftiver 
of pay. About three years after that, it was 
very near being furpriz'd by fome forces fent 
privately thither by Verdugas the Spanifh General 
in thofe parts 5 the principal caufe of its prefer- 
vanon confining in the obitinate refinance made 
by the Defendants. 

Delphzjll was fome years ago with great charge 
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at greater expence in lengthening of this p & 
fince thc kmdnefs v hich it did them in ^Tbv 

Ships ( the lading whereof was valued at lit 
Tuns of Gold 5 that is, about fixteen J lun dred 
thoufand pounds fterhng ) difcovcr'd at firft g 
the Cambndge and Bnfiow Fr lg ats, and purfued 
afterwards bv a good part of our Fleet of War 
that altho the oppofition both of Wmd and 

Tide hindred our fpeedy approach and befriended 
them, yet could they hardly have efcaped either 
bemg taken or deftroyU if they had not had 

io good a Port in the outmoft corner of their 
.Provinces. 
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HE Scat of the ancient 
Frizii, tho certainly in 

this part of Germany, 

is much controverted 
as to the point of its 
extent and compafi. 
Some tell us, that in 
the times of Tacitus 
and Pliny they inhabi- 
ted a good part of the 
v-uunoy oetween me Mine and the Lake Flevus, 
now call d the Zuyder-Zee, as alfo between the 
faid Lake and the River Ems ; fome of them 
being alfo feated beyond the Wefer and the Elb 
Clwrius places them between the old mouth of 

? i°{ N ° r *h-Holland (call'd alfo Weft Frize- 
land) the Provmce of fee/W, the Country of 
Gromngen, and part of the Province of Vtrecht ■ 
to which fome, not without reafon, add Overifel 
and ^utphen 5 as we may venture to do all Hol- 
land, even down to the and below the old 

ge»> fpeaks properly where he fays, i/<»«ri«w 

Imperator exerdtum Navalem duxit in Friziam 
contra Godefiidum ejufque adjutorem DiedericZ 

Fleerdingen ; one of which Towns is in Delphland 

SS«S OBS ^ inquifitive Sir VSffio. 
/ empte makes the trizons to have been the ancient 
poffeflbrs of the Provinces of Fri?e/*„J r an . cient 

wh retTeT ^ ^ -d° the 

Norton T ~J fcen l s not to comprehend 

and the JF<?£r the K j 7. ecwc , en the Ems 

from ?4 Sd ofh"?^?/?; ( » »PP=^ 



It is obferv d by the forefaid Sir William Temple 
that the Language of the Frizgns has a great 
affinity with our old En^lijh 5 moftof theirwords 
ftjJI retaining the fame fignification and founded 
being very much different from the languages of 
the Hollanders. His opinion grounded partly here- 
upon(tho he is not lingular therein) that the Saxons 
which conquer d England were really Frizpns, 
he llluflxates and confirms with very good in- 
ftances and obferva tions, tho but briefly hinted 
by him, and referr'd to further enquiry;' among 
which are the refemblance between the Bailiff 
or Greetman in the Province of Frizeland and 
our SherifF 5 between their Afleflbrs and our 
Juftices of the Peace 5 their judging Civil Caufes 
in their Diftricb upon the firft refort, but not 
without appeal, and the courfe of our Quart ~ 
Seffions 5 their cliief Judicature ( to which a 

the cognizance ordinarily belongs of Caufes 
Criminal) compos'd of Councilors offour feve- 
ral Quarters, and our four Circuits; the com- 
pof mon of their States with our Houfe of Com- 
mons, in the particulars of two Deputies being 
chofen from each Town, as with us, and two 
from each Bailliage, as from every County in 

U a iL 5 md thc{c Jaft bcin S dedfced by perfons 
poflcft of a certain quantity of Land, and con- 

Ve i n - ! . y * c 6ree *™*n for that purpofe. To 
which he adds, thefe Deputies having power to 
*Holvc of all matters without confultins thofe 
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anew that chofe them 3 which are ail circum- 
stances agreeing with our Conftitutions, butab- 
iolutely differing from thofe of the other United 
T rovinces. Frizeland is bounded by the Zuydet- 
z.ee and the Ocean, by the Province of Gromn- 
gen (that is by part of the Omlands\ Drent, and 
°f r f el \ TJie Ws of it were formerly extend- 
ed Southward as far as the River Vecbt 5 nay 
time was when Geelmuyden? Campen, and Svoll 
were reckon d within this Province 5 tho it has 
many years ago been depriv'd bv the Biihop of 
otrecht of feveral places ancientl v belonging to it, 
even of its own fide of the faid Vecbt; parti- 
cularly 
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m a manner contiguous to the Province of 
Frizeland, the Zuyder-zee (which is not found in 
the writings of Antiquity ) being form'd by 
forne great Inundation breaking in between the 
Tefel and other Iflands, which lie in fo regular 
a line and fo near each other that they may be 
well judgd the broken remainders of a conti- 
nu'd coaft. To this add the fhallownefc of 
that Sea, efpecially towards the faid Illands and 
where ic communicates with the Ocean, and 
Tacitus 's faying of the Friztj, that nfque ad Ocea- 
num Rbeno frxtexuntur^ ambiuntque immenfos in- 
feiper Lacus, which words fcem to impOit not 
only that thefe Lakes were receptacles of i reih 
xsr^rer, but inhabited round about by thatpeo- 
Some tell us pofitivly that this Province 



cularlf ffafelt, Vollentxmen, Steenitytk. , and Ruyn- ent, ( tho the year is not found u pon re d V 

* Some are of opinion ( particularly the often the S^W^L"^. 11 * ,fS^ 

ted Sir William Temple) that North- Holland, not be ftopS by the Z Ta f'"^ US ' could 
, t/-_ n^ft_Ev.,v*/^J : — -f, • j A LU PP a oy tne art and induftrv of man 

hit 1, v r C ° n f m d 311 f i ie combuSfc eTrth 
that Jay together, even for the fpace of two 

and t« r 8 % * H? 1 ^ as muc « » b?ca 4 
and to fo conhdcrable a depth that at laft the 

S' 1 - and turnd Jt '"to a Lake; in which 
condition it continues to tins day under the name 

tne jonkfrmeer. 

We fhall be femewhat more larse in the 
character of this people (winch we have chiefly 
trom Vbbo Emmius and Guicciardin ) and let the 

£ / J ud £ C llOW f ar ic is a PP^ble to their 
luppofed offspring the Englifb s tho I think the 

trequeiit revolutions in this Kingdom have not 
ictt very many among us natural^ defcended 
trom them 5 and our affinity to them muft be ra- 
ther evincd f rom agreement of Languages, 
and fuch national Cuftoms as are firmlv radica- 
ted in the conftitution of our Government. 
The Fzzpns are of a fair complexion, tall of 
ltature, (tout and couragious , great lovers of 
Liberty, but very fpanng and Parfimonious. 
iney are aft.ible and modeft and not eafily 
provoked 3 ^ but when a considerable affront or 
mjurv is done them, they become rather out- 
ragious then angry. Few of them marrv young, 
and to this efpecially is imputed their own firm 
and healthv conrtitution as well as the flrength 
and vivacity of their Children. Jcaloufy is a rare 
thing among them, becaufe adulterv is lo 5 
winch whenever difcover'd is fufficiently rc- 
fented, the men preterring death much before 
the dishonour of being comuted. They are 
therefore perfect Grangers to the modini gal- 
lantry of other Countries, and the Women 
trouble not themfelves with paint and patch 
and other meretricious allurements (as they 
account them) being fufficiently contented if 
thev can be acceptable to their husbands. The 
Frizpns zrc reported to bear cold thiril and hun- 
ger better then moft men in the world. They 
are addicted (tho as one tell us but indiffe- 
rently ) to commerce and Navigation, and yet 
( which is not ufuai ) are of a very martial di£ 
pofition. Tneir Nobility count ic a difhonour 
to them not onlv to exercife any Trade or handy- 
craft, but even to concern themfelves with traf- 
fick or Merchandize 5 and the fame ( as fome tell 
us) is their opinion of dwelling in a City (tho this 
feems by no means confident with what is related 
by others) or marrying with a Citizens daughter: 
all of them either following the Court, or Camp, 
or living upon their proper Inheritance^and thofe 
that are poflefs'd of eita res keep large packs of dogs 
and are much addicted to hunting. I know not 
whether it be more ftrange then true that their La- 
diesarein themean time employ 'd in fpinning,and 
other bufinefs of good hufwifry. The tood ot their 
Peafants or Boors confifts in flcfh faked and 
fmoak'd, and in a fort ot Barly brothe 5 befides 
clieefc and butter and fuch prey as thev take 
in hunting 5 of all which , as alfo ot Bacon, 
they eat yearly a very great quantity. Upon 
Sundays thev love efpeciallv to make good cheer, 
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was in antient times fo far extended towards 
the Ocean that even the fmall Jflands of Se hel- 
ling, Ameland &c. made part of it, tho here and 
there divided by interfperfed Lakes and fmall 
Rivers 5 and that the di&r&s of Oeftergo and 
Weftergo were divided by a large Bay, at the 
mouth whereof, and where now ffands Berle- 
com, was a Town of great Traffick, whereof 
fome footileps they fay are ftill remaining. The 
fame writers affure us, that the waters of Oefter- 
go and the feven Forrefts, as like w if j of feveral 
neighbouring Lakes were formerly all emptv'd 
into die Lawers h which was thereby made in 
former ages a deep and Navigable River 5 tho 
it became afterwards and is at prefent a final! 
current and of little con fid era tion. 

The Air of Frizeland is not altogether fo bad 
as might be imagine! trom its low and marfhy 
fituation 5 as being befriended by frequent winds 
which cleanfe and purge it 5 altho for the 
greateft part ot the Winter the fields generally 
ltand tull of water, infomuch that there is no 
palling to and fro by land but upon the banks. 
In Summer, the land lies drv, and affords not 
only if ore of pafturage, but in many places 
good Corn 5 wherein Ooftergo chiefly excels 5 the 
toil of Weftergo (which is much the largcft and 
ot greatelt confideration ) being more level and 
fenny, and therefore fupplving the inhabitants 
principally with great plenty of Fifh and FowI 3 
and the Seven Forefts coming in all refpetfrs far 
fhort of the other two Diftridte By reafon of 
tneir low fituation and great humidity there are 
no Woods in the two firits mentioned parts of 
tnis Country 5 but of this natural defect they 
Aaveafupply partly natural, partly artificial; 
and that is by their Turfs cut out of a bitumi- 
nous earth, of which no fmall portion of the 
irovince confifts. Tins is not a thing peculiar 
:°. * n &*nd 7 feveral other parts of thefe Coun- 
" cs (cfpecialIythofeof the Union) bein^ put 
to tne fame (hift for fewel 3 tho in fome places 

l^k P °? re f forc arc forc ' d to content themfelves 
r*T 5 hc dung of their Cattle dry'd in the fun. 

BnrrTf* ^ US tWO ft ° ricS ( thc llke bcin 3 re " 

ported by Becanus to have happen'd in Brabant 
InA l 541 ^ of this kind of earths taking fire, 
j rmns for a confiderable fpace both of 
8rou nd and time, notwithftanding all the en- 

T?7T S of * c inhabitants (by cutting tteep 
1 renches and other probable means ) to flop 
£ courfe and extinguifh the flames. One of 
neic terreftrial Conflagrations happen'd between 
^enen and Amersfort in the Diocefs of Vtrecht, 

• 1 5*7 > and the other ( which was more anci- 
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upon which days they will, if they can poflibly 
compafs them, have tiieir Tables cover'd with 
feveral dimes of meat. They are good com- 
panions, and have frequent drinking bouts 5 
( in which neverthelefs they ufe more modera- 
tion then many of their neighbours ) carouzing 
it as well in Wine, tho a foreign and imported 
commodity, as ale made of the natural pro- 

Mm 2 duction 
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dactlon of their Country. He that *efufes to 
" another had as good fpit in his face 

* " They ufually drink 



pledge 



or bid him open defiance. 

in horn Cups tipt with Silver, ana uegm wuu 
Rings of the fame Meccal 5 which the perfon 
that has drank reaches forth, together with his 
hand to be kifs'd by the courteous Pledger 5 
and this cuftom is faid to obtain promifcuoufly 
in the ordinary converfation of both fexes. 
Nobility live fumptuoufly and fplendidly , — 
codly in their apparrel, keep many fervants, 
and never go far without their Coach or Calefh. 
In their habit both Men and Women at this 
follow the French Fafhion 5 thofe that are 

rhe latter being on folemn 

a _ art F * 



The 



day 

more elderly among — — 0 

days fo laden with Gold and Silver, that they 
are hardly exceeded herein by the greateft Ma- 
trons i'of any Nation. Of their language we 
/hall fay no more then that it plainly difcovers 
it fclf to be of German extraction 5 and that al- 
cho it differs much in the feveral parts of the 
Country (which mud be principally under- 
Rood of pronuntiation and Dialect ) yet comes 
it neerer, as Dutch and German Writers have 
obferv'd, to the old and uncorrupted Englijh 
then to any other Language in Europe. In ma- 
king of matches they are reported to have fbr- 
1.. -i--'-— \Viv CS rather for Beauty and 

but 



Maids (hewing him a live Herring YounH - s 
pit in the middle of one of his fields ) n? a 
with all poffible expedition 5 the farne h • 
fomewhat after fwallowed up by the ^ 
and known (as we are told) to this dav b^u 
name of Hopheeren and i7cor#£ /fc. - V JA C 

/fc#>er is faid to have feated himfelf uoon'r 
felling that nfrate, in Staveren^ where there 
pears by feveral evidences to have been a \ 
and powerful Family of the name, even in* 
moil flourifhing times of that City. But to 
turn. After that their Kings were forcd^" 
fubmit to the arms of the Frances, an J ' C ° 
themfelves fubdu'd by Charles the great 
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good nature, then for wealth and Dowry $ 
in this particular their humour is of late years 
much altered. The new marry 'd Bride fhews 
her felf Miftrefs and takes poffeffion of her 
Husbands houfe by drinking to the guefts, and 
bidding them welcome. 

If a man dyes without iifue, his widdow re- 
turns to her Parents or Relations, but is oblig'd 
not to marry again rill her year of mourning 
be compleatcd. The Parents and kindred of 
the deceafed mourn in fome places for 30 days, 
but in others a whole year 5 wearing a black 
Veitment that reaches down to their anckles. 
The Frizp?zs were feveral ages ago of fo great 
reputation for ftrength and valour that as ftrong 
as a Frizpn was a common exprefiion in Holland 
and die neighbouring Countries 5 and one of 
the Governors of Holland in the minority of 
a young Earl is recorded to have been call'd 
the Frizpn upon no other account but his prodi- 
gious ftrength. 

Of their Religion we fhall fay no more but 
that the Reform' d generally obtains amons 
them 5 the feci: of the Anabaptifls being aho 
very numerous in this Country 5 in which as 
one tells us are alfo many Roman Catholicks tho 
they do not publicly own their Religion. ' 

The Prions continu'd a long time in fub- 
jeetiontothe Romans, tho not without frequent 
feditions and Infurreclipns 5 but as foon ai the 
i^auls had lhaken off the Roman voak the Fri- 
zpns made themfelves matters of a great part 

rLl L °! B >T V t> \ n the whereof 
they continu d till fuch time as the inundations 

ot the Normans and Danes overran and mifera- 
bly harrafs d thefe and the neighbouring Conn- 
ie u ^ he £ arc re P°«ed at firft to have been 
fubjea to feven Princes and afterwards to ^ 

and r *efidence at S tavern, and were 

Weft /vf ft l^' F ^ 1 ^ > >n refpedT of 
Stt^¥ (thatis North-^b/W ) which?s 
raid to have been Govern d by its prooer 

whofe principal Pallace was ZueBuc^t 
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emtions ) the Fnzpns were Govern d by p 0 re 
Itates (after the manner of the Italians) v £ 
were at firft no fewer then XVI. chofenbv'£ 
free fufFrages of the people. The election of 
thefe was fometimes annual 5 fometirraes their 
Omce was continu d for divers years, and feme 
times for term of life. Upon the abolition of 
this kind of Governor, occahWd bv the irre 
concilable difcords of the Inhabitants, we are 
told that the Emperor undertook to fend them 
once m 4 years an Earl or Rector (as fome 
itilc him ; for the decifion of all controverfies 
of weight and moment. The forefaid difcords 
were occafion d by two powerful Factions in 
this Country, call'd by the names of thcSchyrh- 
gers and Vetcoopers^ which (as if fome malignant 
Conjunction had influenced the affairs of 
Europe ) are obferv'd by fome Writers to have 
fprung up much about the fame time that Hol- 
land began to be plagu'd with the Hoecks and 
Cabillaux^ Italy with the Guelphs and Gibilins 
Flanders by two Parties diftingui/h'd by the dh 
verfity of coloured Hoods, and France by Fa- 
ctions of the fame pernicious nature, and alike 
destructive of the public peace and happinefs 
or the Country. It is further obfervabie con- 
cerning thefe Factions in Fri^eland that they 
ceafed not till fuch time as by the grievous ex- 
actions and intolerable oppreffions under Albert 
of Saxony and his SuccefTbrs, the whole Country 
was ruin'd and brought to extreme poverty 
it having been their conftant practife for fome 
ages to oppofe their joynt Forces againft anv 
ltrangersor Invaders 5 and as foon as they had 
expelled and driven them away, to fall toge- 
ther by the ears among themfelves. At length 
the Frzzpns, willing to fhake off the Saxon yoke, 
began to incline to the Geldrois, who entr'd their 
Country with a good Army, and cajol'd the 
Inhabitants with liberty and freedom (words 
which generally fignify nothing Ids then what 
they feem to be us'd for ) when George of Sax- 
ony to be before hand with them very pru- 
dently ftrikes a bargain with Charles the fift, 
m whofe name the Lord of Ifelftein with his 
formidable black Troop took poffeflion of 

Harlingen, Leewarden and other places in June 

and July an. 151 5. From Charles the fife Prize- 
laiid ddcended to Philip the 2d of Spain, (com 
whom it afterwards revolted together with the 
other Provinces • among which "it has continued 
cvc *6nce as a principal Member of the Union. 

This Province is divided into Ooftergo, Weprgo z 
and Seven-Wolden,OT the Seven Foreffes the hf ft ot 
wh ich dirtnclis lies next to the Lasers and the Ov- 
lands,and comprehends the two Cities of Lee^r- 
den and Doccum, with 1 2 Prefectures, 127 Village 
and had within its limits formerly 21 Monaftenes 
or Religious Houfes,befides many ancient Caftks 
ana Noblemens Palaces. Wefiergo is the largeit, 

riclieit? 
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* anc l mdft populous Diftricl of the three- 
containing in it Franeker, Sneec£> 7 Bolfwarden, Har- 
Hmen, S loot en, S tavern, Hi?idelopen\ Worcum y and 
j^f . befides eight particular Territories or JuriP 
dictions, and in thefe 127 Villages, and formerly 
2 &. Monafteries. Of the nature and fkuation of 
the other two we have faid fomewhat already 5 
and here we (hall obferve concerning the third 
part of this Country, calTd Seven-Wolden, or the 
Seven Forefts ( whereunto belong the neigh- 
bouring Countries Schooterland and Stellinger- 
werf) that it is in many places of a moorifh ( in 
which they dig great quantities of Turf ) and 
in others of a fandy and barren foil 5 fo that it 
is by no means comparable to either of the other 
Dii triers 3 altho in fome places it has Lakes well 
ftor'd with Filb ? and in others thofc fmall Woods 
from whence it takes its name. There are no 
Cities or Towns init 5 the whole Diftrict. con- 
fAiing of eight or nine Prefectures, wherein are 
comprehended 77 Villages, and in which in for- 
mer times flood one fingle Monaftery. In fome 
fmall fpots it produces pretty good Corn, but 
is no where happy in pafturage 5 but the inha- 
bitants being inur'd to conftant labour and hard- 
{hip, make ufually better Soldiers then thofe of 
Ooftergo or Weftergp, whom eafe and affluence does 
fomething enervate. 

The Government of Frizeland ( as we are in- 
formed by the judicious Temple ) is wholly dif- 
ferent from that of moft of the other United 
Provinces 3 the States confirming of the Deputies 
of the three grand Diftridts, and of the princi- 
pal Towns of the Country, Each of the Towns 
( which are eleven in number ) names two De- 
puties, and each Bailliage ( of which there are 
eleven in Ooftergo, nine in Weflergo, and ten in 
Seven-Wclden) as many $ and all thefe together 
reprefent the Soveraignty of the Province, deli- 
berating and concluding of all affairs, without 
being obliged to follow any inftrucftions given 
them, or to have recourfe to thofe that Deputed 
them; one of which two methods all the Deputies 
ofthcreftof the Union are ftrictry bound to. Some 
of the abovemention el Bailiiages comprehend 
ten, others twelve, fifteen, or twenty Villages, 
according to their (everal extents 5 and when 
the States are convened, every Bailiff fummons 
all perfons of what quality fbever, poffefs'd of 
a certain quantitv of Land within his Diftrict 5 
and thefe men by plurality of Voices name the 
two Deputies which are to reprefent them, and 
act in their behalf in the Provincial Aftembly. 
This Aflembly ( which is generally convened and 
reiidcs at Leewarden ) as it is invefted with the 
supreme power of the Province, fo does it dif- 
pofc of all vacant Offices 5 chufing the nine De- 
puties who compofe that permanent Colledge 
vhich is the Provincial Council of State 5 and 
hkewife twelve Councilors ( three for each of 
Ji ,c three grand Diftricts, and as many for the 
Towns) which make the great Court of Juftice, 
and judg of caufes in the laft refort 5 but of fuch 

3 !i arc f Cnm i n al from die very firft instance 5 in 
^V lcn laft particular the politick Conftitution of 
c ; lls differs much from that of all the other Pro- 
vinces 5 for in each of them there is hardly a 
°Z n which has not Criminal Jurifdiction within 
v. > fevcra] both Lordihips and Villages ha- 



to 
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mukuous rabble fetting up new Governors and 
Magiftrates, and the old ones refufin 

^ v r ldcd > . Jat they came at laft to the erecW 
of twodiftma: State Affemblies, the one at Lei 
warden and the other at Sneecf^ each of them 
pretending to reprefent the Soveraignty of the 
Province, and making fuch Laws as were con- 
tradictory to tnofc enacted by the other. Nor 
nad rne Sradtholder of Frizeland, upon his firft 
endeavours, the fame fuccefs in quieting of thefe 
difcords as the Prince of Grange met with in mat- 
ters of the fame nature within his own Stadthol- 
derftup 5 but Prince Maurice coming hither in 
April 75 with a confiderablc Army, to fecure 
this Country againft the attempts of the Bifhop 
of Munfter, reconciled all differences between 
the Frizfins themfelves, and alfo fecur'd the mu- 
tual afliftance of this Province and Grcntngen, 
with care taken for preventing the encroachments 
of either upon the others juriTdiction. 
; Franeker ( faid to have been founded an.^101) 
is fituate in the Diftricfc of Weflergo, and was de- 
nominated from one part of its Area, upon which 
its Church was built 5 the feveral portions of the 
whole bearing the names of Fraen-acker, Gods- 
acker, and Dyl-acker. ' The Town is divided 
lengthwife by two principal Channels, the moft 
Southerly of which was not quite cut through 
before the year 1^455 by means whereof, and 
other communicating Currents, the place is not 
only kept fweet but much advantaged in its traf- 
fick. It is encompafs'd with a good Rampart 
and a broad and deep Ditch 5 and the Air of it 
is accounted fo good that multitudes of Gentle- 
men and perfons of Quality have upon that ac- 
count been indue'd to feat themfelves here 5 
the ftatelinefs of whofe habitations are faid to be 
much admired by ftrangers. Upon the Weft 
fide of Franeker ftands a Caftle built of Brick, 
furrounded by a deep and broad Ditch, and 
accounted fo exceeding ftrong that he who is 
poffefs'd of it muft needs be mafter of the City. 
It was erected by Sicco Siarda, once the head of 
the Schiringian Faction in this Country, and was 
afterwards inhabited bv the tyrannizing Dukes 



g the High and Low Juftice belonging to 

tnem. 

In the year 1^72, when the Countries of the 
Union began to be miraculouflv ( as the mul- 
titude imagined ) overrun by the French, fuch 
commotions arofe in Frizeland as hinder'd all 
endeavours towards the public fafetyr the tu- 

Netherlakds. 



tyrannizing 

of Saxony down to the times of Charles the Fifth. 
The whole Town is but one Parish , having a 
large Church ( dedicated to St. Martin ) with a 
tall and handfome Steeple 5 and a well endow'd 
Hofpital for Orphans, in which thirty Boys and 
Girls are taught to read, and instructed in feve- 
ral Handicrafts $ the Girls being moreover pro- 
vided of a moderate dowrv as foon as thev be- 
come manageable. The Fields about Franeker 
towards the North and Weft are of an indiffe- 
rent high fituation, and bear good Corn 3 but 
on the other fides of the Town they lye low, 
and are in the Winter fcafon generally cover'd 
with water. The Channel which runs from 
Leewarden to Harlingen paflcs thorow Franeker^ 
and is in length, 'bating the extent of this Town, 
feven thoufand Perches, reckoning twelve foot 
to a Perch. It is fo broad and deep that it is 
commodioufly navigable, and was fcour'd and 
rcpair'd an. 1 6 1 1 5 in the end of which and be- 
ginning of thefuccecding year, there was a large 
and high bank thrown up along the courfe of 
this Channel, upon which ( to the great advan- 
tage of trade and convenience of paffengers) 
the Horfes go that draw their Boats when the 
Wind is oppofitc. The Magiftracy of Franeker 
confifts of fix Burgomafters, attended by their 
Secretary j and to thefe appertain the whole 
matter of Government and the admimftraoon 
of Tuftice, tho in cafes of difficulty diey con- 
J Nn fHk 




NETHERLANDS. 



m 



the Laws, who (applies the 



Sneeck 



from which 



nocw 



fulc one skilTd 

place of a Syndic, and v 
nion they uflially give fentencc . 

ere is an Appeal to the above- 
mentioned fupreme Judicature of the Province. 
In caufes of lefs concern the Burgomafters are 
for the mod part directed by the Secretary, who 
being fomewhat vers'd in the Law r s, and under- 
ftanding the nature and courfe of Suits, has a 
great influence upon ignorant Mechanicks. Two 
of thefe Burgoma^ers go yearly out of Office, 
and as many are cbofen in their ftead 5 the fame 
men, if found faithful and difcrect? being often- 
times elecbed again. The Council of eight Ju- 
rats is appointed yearly by the faid Burgomasters 
upon the firft of January. Front k?r and Leervar- 
den are the only Towns among the eleven that 
have the cilice of their own Magiftrates 5 thofe 
of the other nine being nominated by the Stadt- 

ce out of a double number 
The Grammar-School of 



prefented unto him. Ti 
this place is commended by B/aeu, and the Uni- 
verfiry much more. The erection of the latter 
■was refolv'd upon by the Provincial Eftates an. 
1 584, in the middle of fuch Civil broils, as ( be- 
fides the general War with Spain ) threatned 
the utter ruin of the Country 5 the Inftitution 
thereof being publifa'd in a folemn manner, 
with feveral inauguration Speeches, upon the 
15th of July following, viz. an. 1585. For the 
maintenance of Profeffors (who were at firft 
but fix, tho afterwards increas'd to the number 
of thirteen or fourteen ) and other public ufes 
of the Society, a competent income was allowed 
out of the Revenues of Religious Houfes, con- 
fiscated upon the Revolt from Spain to the Pro- 
vincial Treafury. The Students enjoy feveral 
immunities, and particularly an exemption from 
paying Cuftom and Exafe upon Wine and Beer. 
The fupreme Magiftratc, who is cali'd by them 
Reftor magnificus, is chofen yearly ( the Faculties 
taking k by turns ) upon the firft of May and 
admitted upon the firft of June. This Reclor 
has cognifance of all Civil Caufes, but not of 
Criminal, which are referred to the Court Pro- 
vincial 5 and for the better keeping of the pub- 
lic peace, and apprehending Delinquents, there 
is a certain Officer appointed ( who has others 
under him ) cali'd a Promoter. Famous men 
of this Umverfity are reckon d, 1. Divines $ Mar- 

tznusLydms Sibrandus Lubberti, Gulielmus Amefius, 
Nicolaus Videlzus, Johannes Maccrvius, and JofJnnes 
Cloppenburgius. 2. Lawyers 5 Marcus Lycklama 
a Nyhoh Arum*us, Timeus Faber, Bouriaus, Julius 
iCeiJenberch, Laurentius Banck tec 

r„ S rZ 6 l k ^ K °} n ¥^?r^ ^° Ut * mile 

to the Eaftward of Bolfoarden, in a low, watry 
and fenny ground, which is divided by frequent 
Channels and good Banks 5 by the latter whlreof 
it is fo well guarded agamft the ufual inundati- 
ons that it affords rich pafturage, but is alto. 

J? W J!i^ I***? half a German mile from 

thoufand 



tne o tooier- meer > irom wnence it palies a»,«H 

with the waters of that Lake ( which? 
deraBlv larger then the former ) to the T 
of Slooten h about half a mile to the Southu 5 
whereof it empties it felf by the Toccum Chamfr 
into the Zuyder-Zee. From the fame Lab > f 
Sneeck another broad and deep Channel 
to the Eaftward 3 one branch whereof take^ 
Northerly courfe near the Village Aelf um h " 
other running by that of Ackerum 5 and hv the 
help of thefe two Currents is trafEck and inter 
; courfe maintain d with the Town of Leewartn 
and the Seven Eorefts. • 

Sneeck. is an ancient, populous, neady builr 
and well fortified Town 5 well ftor'd with vict7 
als and all forts of provifion, the inhabitants 
making great gam of their Fifhery, an d feverd 
kinds of merchandife 5 altho they are alfo ad 
dieted to Learning, and have a School anion* 
them, both for Salary and number of Scholars 
lecond to none in the Province but that of Lee- 
war ? e ?'n - ?°f chimus Hopperus, whofe rare wifdom 
and skill m the Law are celebrated in a particular 
manner by Blaeu, had his education here He 
was at firft one of the Privy Council at Bruffels- 
and being afterwards cali'd into Spain, was made 
Prefident of the King s Council there- The 
Government of this place is manag'd by a Coun- 
cil which confifts of four Confuls, as many Efche- 
vins, and two JEd'ils, cali'd alfo Senators. Mat- 
ters of the higheft nature are tranfacted by the 
Confuls, the Efchevins adminiftring juftice and 
the Senators taking care to fee Fines and pecu- 
niary mulcts gathered, and the fentences of the 
others put in execution 5 and to thefe it alfo be- 
longs to receive the Town-Rents, and look after 
all public Works and Buildings. Befides this 
there is another Senate of twenty-fix Jurats, 
who ad: more particularly in the name of the 
Commonalty whom they reprefent. The man- 
ner of chufing both the one and the other is 

B ■ ^^^^ 




Harlingen ; and the other by divers V^u tff 

uculariy that confiderabJe one of S & par " 



fame 

Uoljrpaert ( Bclfward or Bolfearden ) one of the 
ancient Cities of Frizeland, in the Diftrict of 
Weftergo is about a large German mile from the 
and three fuch from Leewarden 5 from Har 
hngen and Franiker two 5 from Sneeck. and Wor- 
cum one 5 from Hindelopen one and an half, and 
from Staveren two and an half It ftands upon 
a fomewhat riling ground, and is encircled both 
by very good Corn and pafture-fields. The 
judicious Zibbo Emmius rejecting all other Etymo- 
logies will have the name given it from the 
Founder or ancient Lord of the place, cali'd 
•Bolone or Bodelone. It was formerly a Town of 
iome confideration for Sea-traffic, but now it 
chiefly deals with the foremention d and other 
inland places by the help of Dykes and Chan- 
nels. In this Province only Bolfwaerd and Sta- 
ve™ are affcciated with the Hanfeatic Towns of 
Germany. In Emmmss time it contain'd in com- 

pals about two thoufand paces, or as much as 
a man can walk in half an hour 5 and was fur- 
rounded with a good Ditch and Rampart 5 be- 
ing well peopled, and furnilh'd with a great 
number ot neatly built Houfes 5 as alfo many 
^urrents and Channels ( which generally cue 
tne greets lengthwifc in the middle ) capable of 
lmaiier Vcllcjs, whereby it was abundantly pro- 
vided ot all neceflaries. It has four Sluces upon 
its Rivers, and as many Gates to the Land-ward, 

C ? thc Porc - fa diis Town is alfo a 
lmail Market-place, an ordinary Guild-Hall, 
and but one Church , with two Paftors, who 
intend the Cure of all the Inhabitants. Their 

Grammar-School, with three Mafters 3 their 

two 
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two Religious Houfes for men, and one for 
women 5 their Hofpitals for ftrangers, as like- 
wife that for the poor, old and any ways dif- 
abled 3 and another for th$ education of Orphans 5 
may be found in the aboyecited Emmius 5 tho 
fome of them have been long fince ruin'd either 
by time or the alteration of Religion and Go- 
vernment. The number of the Magiftrates of 
this Town, and the nature of their Offices, is 
much the fame as among their neighbours 3 I 
mail therefore fay no more of them, but that 
the yearly election of Confuls, Efchevins, and 
Senators is made only out of the other Council, 
that is the Council of Jurats. 

Harlingen was formerly a fmall Village, and 
flood in the fartheft part of Weftergo, clofe upon 
the Sea bank between two Noblemen's Seats, with 
large brick Houfes 5 one whereof was cali'd Harns, 
and the other Harliga 5 the laft of which giving 
afterwards way to the enlargement of the faid 
Village, it likewife borrow'd from thence its de- 
nomination. It was feveral years ago die great- 
eft, moft populous, and richeft City of the Pro- 
vince next to Leexrarden 5 having been in ancient 

times fore'd by the encroachments of the Sea 
to ftiift its place and retire to the Eaftward 5 and 
receiv'd feveral acceflions of ground and build- 
ings, particularly in the years 1^43, 157^, and 
*5?7- About the year 157^ it began to be 
enlargd, and ftrongly fortified by the famous 
William Prince of Orange \ who defign'd by the 
convenient fituation of this place, both to make 
a confidcrable advancement of the Frizifi trade, 
and more clofely to unite this Province and that 
of Holland for their mutual defence and affiftance 
agamft their common enemy the Spaniard. To 
tins purpofe he caus'd to be rais'd a huge Ram- 
part of Earth, with a deep Ditch and eight Bul- 
warks that hank'd one another, taking in a Vil- 
lage cali'd Almen. But an. 1 5i?7 the fortificati- 
ons were much enlarg'd, more ground being 
taken in, and the Harbour made capable of dou- 
ble the number of Ships, the remains of the old 
Caftle waU'd about, and the City reducd to 
iudi a figure that only a fourth part of it is wafh'd 
by the Sea On the South fide of Harlingen the 
bronmgers built a ftrong Brick Caftle an. 149*5 
but tour years after Albert the Saxon ( who prov'd 
tiie moft grievous fcourge that ever this Coun- 
try tek j built a much larger and ftronger one 
upon the fhore, cali'd by the fpecial name of the 
r*T continued as a ftrong bridle both 

lu c i y ^ 3,1 dlc neighbouring parts, unto 
tne final period of the Saxon tyranny ( for fuch 
t really was) in Frizeland, it being then fiez'd 
upon, and the greateft part of it demoliuYd by 
tae people. The ground about Harlingen lies 

Iflu - A and is cafd ^ overflown by thc help 
X tllei f Sluces, which adds exceedingly to die 
^cngoi and fecurity of the place 5 "to which 
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a^fh^^ and who 

out of the Body of the eff " ^ ? Umber 
out of the Councifof Tura^ rhf A Cf ? C t Uy 
together with ^6^^ c tf^^ of i W ^ 

trl f r lC ° nS > 8 ? f ar e pieced 

r G °T^ r ° f r , he Evince, or by P t he 
fnl S^a 11 aft ^ l n h f name - to b ^ the ftand! 

mg Magiftracy of the place for the vear enfu 

sferfJnfn^" 1 fu Jllr l ZS -nfxfts&irfof 
8 perfons nominated by the Confuls as foon as 

they are admitted into their Office. Harden 
continud deftitucc even to this laft age, of fuch 
Buildings and Endowments as are appjy'd to 
charitable ufes 5 ( except an ordinary Grammar- 
School) but Blaeu tells us that in Ms dmSSc 
Harhngers were about founding two Hofpitals 
one for fick perfons and the other for the edu- 
X^ff prphans 5 the place of their erection 

us alfo that the Work was dayly promoted by 
tne liberality of well difpos'd Citizens 5 and there- 
fore we may, Ifuppofe, conclude it finifh'd Ion ^ 
be tore this time. 0 

Sloot , or Slooten is thc chief Town in that 
portion of Frizeland cali'd Gaefterland , and 
ftands upon a navigable Current, which comes 
from a neighbouring and indifferent great Lake 
( a large German mile in compafs ) cali'd the 
Skater Meer. It is fituate not far from the 
Zuyder-Zee 9 from whence by help of the faid 
Currenr it receives the great benefit cf com- 
merce: but in the nighttime the entrance into 
it by water is on that fide block'd up with vaft 
beams of timber. Its fortifications are neither 
large nor antient 5 being ruin'd in the Wars with 
Spain, and reftor d by the States of Frizeland. 
It has two gates to the landward, whereof one 
is large and ftately. The ftreecs are kept very 
clean, and it has a handfome Town Hall and 
but one Church 3 its buildings tho frequent 
yet being generally but ordinary and of mean 
account. The Government of the Town is 
wholly in the hands of 4 Confuls and as many 
Senators: (The additions of Guicciardin fav but 
three of the latter) for they have noreprefen- 
tation of the Commonakv. or Council of Tn- 
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T 3 — r - , Mariners, and 

j^mg men continually refort, the Port bein 
5ge and commodious , but not of fufficient 
^epeh for Veflels of greateft burthen, which are 
d&u rt Z ? ancnor fometime in the old and 
zC c anne] ' ac icaft five tlioufand paces into 
befor t0 dif P° fc of of their Lading 

X 0 ^ tl }£l can approach any nearer to the 
ma L- n * T l c Hm lingers are efpcciallv fam'd for 
TOk Wg of S^ils 5 but its chief traffick confifts in 

lev £ lporrarioI i and exportation of Wheat, Bar- 
com^J ™ d <* n forts of Grain 5 with feveral 

and CS ° f Frizifh 3 ricch and Tar 

broi?Jh a ^ Uantlucs of Fir -ireesand Deal-boards, 
Sotmj z^ 0ni Nx>rw *y ^ ^ c Countries of the 
a - Harlingen is govcrnd by a Council of 

t 



Staveren ( cali'd in Latin Stavia and Stavordia) 
is reported even by Vbbo Emmius (willing per- 
haps to gratify the vanity of his Country men) 
to have been built and fortify d in the firft year 
of Chrift, by a certain Supreme Prince of the 
Country 5 who at the fame time and place is 
faid to have inititu ted three weeklv meetings of 
Sword- players, by whom the youth were in- 
ftiruted in the Art of defence. The Frizijh 
Writers tell us moreover that this was not only 
the Metropolis of die Country and chief feat 
of their Kings, but the iargeft and moft famous 
Empory of bodi Germanies. Indeed that it w r as 
formerly a place of great trade, and particularly 
in the Sound , teems probable from the privi- 
ledge which its Inhabitants ftill enjoy, of being 
difuatch'd before all others by the Receivers 

^ larks Cuftoms^ ( we find 

alfo that in the dme of War between Charles 
die fifth and the French King, no people of BeU 



gium were permitted 10 uiiuc m r ranee ucuac: 

thofe of this place) but that the Citizens be- 
came thereby fo rich that the pofts of dieir 
houfes were coverd and ftudded with Gold 
will not fo eafily be believ'd. The vaft trade 

N n 2 of 
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reported to have decay 'd together with the conve- 
nience of its Haven, which they fay came to be 
obftructed by a fignal providence , and as a 
fpecial judgment for the pride and avarice of 
the Citizens in this manner- A certain Mer- 
chants Wife enrag'd at her Husbands returning 
with fo cheap and contemptible a fraught, 
made him throw his whole Ships lading of good 
Wheat, brought from the EauVCountries into 
the Sea : which being prefently converted into 
a heap of fand, ( call'd as fome fay ever fince 
Vrauvoe or Vrowefand , that is the Womans 
fend ) and that heap growing dayly greater and 

the harbour in a fhort fpace of time 

The firft of the nine 




was quite choak'd up 
Frizjfb Kings is faid to have built a Temple and 
a Sanctuary between this place and Medenblick. 
about the year 463$ and Radbodus the fixt of 
them is reporced at the very point of receiving 
Baptifm (for he is feid to have had one foot 
in the water) to have fallen back to his Idolatry, 
becaufe the BifLop who was about to initiate 
him into the Chriftian Church, affirmed that 
his anceftors were certainly da'mn'd and tor- 
mented in Hell. The (amc Radbodus if we be- 
lieve Zfbbo Emmius (an author indeed of fuffi- 
cient credit in moft other particulars ) enlarg'd 
his dominions even as far as Nimeghen 5 upon 
one of the Gates of which City is engraven 
hue ufque jus Stavri* , and upon another, hie 
eft pes Imperij 5 both which Infcriprions are made 
ufc of by him and others to prove the great 
extent of the Frizifh Kingdom, which they fup- 
pofe at that time to have been denominated 
from the Royal feat, the Kingdom of Staveren. 
But the error of this opinion, or rather fancy, 
is clearly difcover'd by Sehriverius, who informs 
us that Stavria in the fbrefeid Infcriprion de- 
notes an Import or Tribute, which all Coun- 
tries as far as Nimeghen were obliged to pay to 
the Roman Empire, terminated in ancient times 
by that City 5 it being then the Royal feat a- 
mong the Franc ks. For confirmation hereof he 
brings a paffage in an old Chronicle concerning 
John King of Bohemia* where it is feid that in- 



by land, thorow a Wood or Foreft rallVJ r 
ilia Sylva , then; full of Deer and off 5u 
Beafts 5 where for fome ages paft has been 
Rode for fliips of burthen : there having he 3 
alfo between the fame Towns , and abour 
quarter of an hoursvoiage from Staveren aft 
mous Monaftery 3 the ruins whereof are not 7 
bove 3 or 4 foot under water, and are avoided 
at this day by Manners as a dangerous Rock 
The largeft and beft part of this Town has been 
worn away by the continual wafting of the 
Sea, and the remainders of it lyes on each fid 
and along the courfe, of a fmall River, confift ' 
ing chiefly of two rowes of houfes , ' between 
which entercourfe is maintained by means of k 
veral wooden Bridges 5 the Streets on each fide 
being kept neat and clean , and the waters by a 
fluce either pent up or let out as they fee occa- 
fion. They fubfift ftill by traffick, and the mean' 
cr fort of them efpccially by the fifhing trade 
and by their fervicc in fmall boats 5 the Town 
being fo encompafs'd with Pools and Lakes that 
moft traders and travellers pafs too and fro bv 
water. It is fufficiently fortify'd againft all fud- 
den incurfions with a good Ditch and Rampart- 
and as for its government it is manag'd by 8 
Cbnfuls, and a common Council ( for fo we 
may term the Council of Jurats ) which was firft 
obtained of the Governor and Provincial Court 
in the year 1608. Concerning its league with 
the Hans-Towns, in the number of which it is 
faid to have the third place * as alfo its having 
wag'd War Ann. 1 3 3 5 with the rich Cities of 
Hambourg and Lubeck, and fcveral other matters 
of Hiftory, the Reader may be pleas'd to con- 

fult the often mention 'd Vbbo Emmius. 



lerea vero tiex exercitum eongregat, & ad bella fe 
eoaptat, Generalem Steuram qu<e Berna dicitur 
Rex ab omnibus reeipit et fuper hoe exacliones 
Clauftralibus <& eivitatibus gravifiimas imponit. 
Upon which i words a place in /Eneas Sylvius s 
Bohemian Hiftory may ferve as a comment, viz. 
Tfios eft Aujtralibus quoties repentina Principi necetU- 
tas ingruit, ex fubditis pro modo faeultatum pecu- 
mam exrgere, quam vocant Steuram. There is 

™ d / 7 a f °- rt ° f tax - in fome 

parts ol Germany for maintenance of the Wars 

againft the Turk, which they call by the name 
ot lurken-Stauri and among the old laws of 

LvvM "£r S T ^ nd I ? cn ?? I1 f of a contribution 
l£ Ef clearing the High-ways of Theeves 
and Robbers, under the denomination ofsZt 

ftura. As for the other Infcription, hie eft pes 
eaiuy collected from the name of a Plat of 

den Romfchen vcet, that is the Roman toot Bur 



Worcum ( by contraction from Wolderkum ) up- 
on the fame Coaft to the Southward of Har- 
lingen and above two large German miles from 
that place 3 is feated in a rich foil, but much 
infefted by Tempefts, efpecially fuch as come 
from the Weft or North- weft, which alfo drive 
in fuch heaps of fand as choak up its fmall Har- 
bour, made by a little current that comes out 
of a neigbouring Lake. It enjoyes pretty good 
commerce by means of the great number of 
Lakes and fmall currents interfperfed every where 
throughout the adjacent Countrv 5 upon which 
the Inhabitants trade in fmaller VefTels, and by 
means whereof they arc particularly fupply'd 
with great quantities of fiih. The chief Coun- 
cil, or Senate, confifts of 8 perfons, call'd Con- 
fuls 5 by whom another inferior Council of 24 
is chofen yearly out of the common people, 
four of which number arc efpecially nomina- 
ted and appointed by the former, to deliberate 
with them (when conven'd) upon all confi- 
derable emergencies. For as the common Coun- 

S~ u * 24 WaS inftimtecl i n Ac time of Charles the 
fifth to prevent the Inconveniencies which hap- 
pened by the tumultuous voting of the whole 
community, fo it was afterwards found not to 
be expedient that even all that lefler number of 24 

S 1 ?"^ be concerned in the management of pub- 
lick affairs. 

Hindelopen is hardly a German mile abovc5#- 
veren , and about half of one below Wcrcum. 
It has an obfeure Port, and is a place of mean 
account, without Walls, and fubfifting princi- 
pally ( tho it enjoy fome fmall matter of general 
traffick ) by fifhing and husbandry. It is go- 
vern d by 5 Confuls, whofe Office is annual 5 by 
whom are 6 Jurats chofen yearly, according ^° 
a grant made not long before Blaeus time by 
the Stadtholder and Court Provincial. 

huynder-fcence (call'd alfo Slyckenburgfy &me, 
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tho that be a fmall diftincl: fortification on the 
other fide of the Kuynder ) is fituare in Wefiermold 
upon the very borders of Over yf el ( i n which 
t Province fome reckon it) and upon the mouth 
| of a River of the fame name 5 whofc principal 
Channel empties it felf at this place into the 
Zuyder-Zee, akho it is reported ro fend fome of 
its waters northward, and into the Ocean by 
the Vocfeaner Dz'ep. It is a village of good an- 
tiquity, (mention being; made of it in the Bel- 
gick Annals about the year 1196) and en jo vies 
the fame benefit of traffick as other places of the 
like fituation 5 having formerly fufterd much 
from the Bifoops of Zttrecht, (by whom it was 
fubdu d) 5 and being at prefent very Wrongly for- 
tiry'd with five good Bulwarks. 

Leewarden is the Iargcft, richeft beft built and 
molt populous City not only in the diftricl of 
Ooftergo, but in the whole Province of Fr inland- 
although in point of antiquity it fecms inferior 
to fome others, not having been walfd about 
before the year 11^0, at which time it was but 
of fmall extent, and took up only the Area of 
that Parifh and Church, which are calfd Nie- 
hove, that is the new Gardens or new Palace. It 
is much commended for the clean! inefs of its 
Streets and pav'd Bridges 5 the pleafantnefs of 
its Gardens 3 and efpecially the fplendour of its 
buildings both publick and private: the chief 
whereof are its Churches, the provincial Court, 
trie Governors Palace, and feveral habitations 
of tne Noodity. The figure of this Citv is a 
kind of a fquare of unequal fides, being about 
1 hundred paces in compafs in Emmius's time 3 
and furrounded with a thick and high Rampart, 

5§ ir i w \ th a broad dce P Dltdl 5 to w Jlicn werc 
added 4 large and one leffer earthen Bulwarkc, 

eneompafs'd alfo with their proper Ditch. It 
is feared in refpeel: of £aft, North and South 
about the middle of the Country, in a very fruit- 
ful foils and enioyes die benefit of deep and na- 
vigable Channels, the Iargeft of which runs down 
to Doccum and thence to the Ocean, from whence 
are brought up to this City thofe trafficking 
VefTels call d Caravels, in which the Inhabitants 
maintain commerce with the Hamburgers and 
Bremeners as well as widi thofe of Emden and 

isroningen. Another River on the eaft fide of 
Leevarden&ficT a fhort courfe towards that point, 
turns about to the South, and being augmented 

£5 thc watcrs of certain Lakes and feveral 
trefh currents, fends forth divers branches, by 
which fmall Boats pais to Srzeeck., Tlfi 9 Worcum, 

Pen and Bolfcardm and at length empties 

£v r£.- at Staveren 31101 Slootinzo the South-Sea. 
A I j nieans Ilas Leewarden entercourfe with 
mJj lT; Mc ^he?zdam, Edam, Home, Erzcbziyfaz, 
ff^cl Daverzter, SmJl 9 Campen, Ha felt, Har- 

rnS? l T m , to thc original Channel before it 
liters the Lakes, it is fimnh/d from rhr ; n u nt 4 
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and Iunarick, but Vfo for aged > the & k 

feldom bevond £ ' {Lrc *J ahhck **™8e, but 

conftitution hereof l^Co of™ cS ^ The 
ment are delivered t-r--^ !, H^'-Govern- 

which laft we fnall Live as f^f 7 m of 
the nature of thfwork Sh^?*^ 

Councellors and Seniors' tL~ £ °?f r 
quarterly over the whole SunH? e^lhe 

each of rh thC , CU "°^ <* *c KaS, 
wnicn eacn of them in his courfe of eovcrnin» 

of ti7;:tS d t r o cd r a ^,^ AcapS 

to look after the adminiftration of ■ -rid 

the Eddsare m the nature of TreafuS- re- 
ceiving the pubhek Revenue, and tak ca-e 

woe. like. Half of thefe twelve so yearlv o^t of 
Office, into whofe room other! are cllftn by 

i^^^u^ 6 ^ appointcd » *S 

manner. The old Senate upon the laft of 

^ r ^ minateS T c of the Principal Gtizens 
as condidates m the Election; and the next day 

thev pitch upon 4 others who mud neither be 

of the Council of Jurats, nor of the number of 

tne 20 military Commanders of the Citr 5 each 

of which two focieties name alfo four out of 

their own body. Thefe twelve take to them- 

1,0 ? thcr Citizcns ' which makes them in 
all 1 o, whereof one half being rejected by lot 
the remaining nine proceed to election, which 
mult be made out of the twelve pitch'd upon 

f- ■ , ?x -. the ° ld M asift»cy. Thofe of the 
laid Magiftracy that go out of Office are ad- 
mitted into the Council of Jurats, which is made 
up of 1 3 Citizens, and has its annual renovation 
as well as the fupreme Senar. There were feve- 
ral orders made concerning thefe elections in 
the year 1*15 and i^i6" 5 and among the rcl> 
that no man fhould be capable of admiffion into 
either Council , who did nor enjoy fome im- 
moveable poffeilion within the City, or ks Ter- 
ritory 5 and made not proreiilon of the efta- 
bli/h'd Religion of the Conn cry, confirming the 
fame either by oath, or by taking the Sacrament : 
and that no one flaould be an ekctor two years 
together 5 and none have that truft committed 
to him who bore any Provincial Office ccc. with 
fome other constitutions for the good Govern- 
ment of the City. The learned men of this 
place commemorated by Emm in s and Bluczi, are 
Petrus Aucttma, a famous Lawyer a::u Alderman 
of the City about the year 14S15 Gecrgius Ra- 
tallerus, AmbafTador from Margaret Princcfs of 
Parma, and Governcfs of the Netherlands, to thc 
King of Denmark Hayo Commznga , farniliarlv 

_ — . - — I Z~7* l~ T t m — » * T 



commun I?a " • u " ron S Sluces, affords it acquainted with Erafmus 5 and Zuiche- 
I*p~„ r Icauo . n with Staveren and Harlingen. mus, born near, tho not in Leevrarde?i± a man 

wrir^T has lts name in the judgement of fome t "'-'-* JJ '- - ' • 

an 1^ ^° m , a fmaI1 Rivulet, call'd Lee or Z« 
X^nl hlch a higher ground , tho 

- e k denominated from one Le- 

faid w J nc icnt Lord of the place and the fore- 

wl V both Ringing feveral inftanccs of 

3? Ecologies. In this City were for- 

as ' fou V MonaItick focietves, two of men, and 

order^f c V ^ omen 5 former being of thc 

01 i,t. Francis and St. £>o.w*/tf 5 the latter 

Netherlands. 



, — J — — - — — * W ^* ^ * 

highly commended by feveral 2>&/r£ Writers. 

Doccum ( the other City of Ocjiergo ), fcarce a 
thoufand paces in circuit, is fltuate in a Counrrv- 
vcry fruitful both for Corn and Pafture, and 
acorn'd every where with goodly Villages and 
the ftaccly Mannor Houfcs of feveral perfbns of 
Quality. We fhall not queftion it to be a place 

antiquity ir we give credit to the In- 
of a coin fliewn here to Hegenitizcs in 
16285 one fide whereof bore thefe 
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words Obbo. dux. Frizz*. Vocczimburg.Condidit. An. 
248 VbL Gondebold. Rex.Civitatem. M*nijs. Cinxit. 
Et. Aziream. monetam. Cudlt. Anno. 739. Mania. 
Voccumana. Viruta. Anno. 14.22. Reftazirata. 151^. 
Virata. Anno. 1531. Reftazirata 1582. Nevetbe- 
left we are told by Emmius that the firft menti- 
on of Voccum found in any ancient Record, is in 
the Hiitory of the Martyrdom of Saint Boniface 
which happened about the year 1255 (tho fome 
will have it much earlier), in a little Village a- 
bout half a mile from hence 5 occalion'd (as the 
i lory goes ) by his turning an uncharitable 
Country Womans loaves of bread, deny'd to 
him and his companions in the extremity of 
hunger, into Stones, which together with the 
flole , chalice, and skull of the faid Saint are 
reported to have been preferv'd in Voccum unto 

this dav. 

V 

It Hands upon the River Ea, by which ( as is 
abovef dd ) it has the convenience of entercourfe 
both with Leercarden and the Ocean, being di- 
ffant to the Weftward about a large German 
mile from the latter 5 and-as much towards the 
North from the Laziwers Bay. The ftreets are 
kept very clean, and its buildings are rather 
neat then large or ftatelv 5 tho the furniture of 

The 
River, 

is a very hand fome ftrutflure , and the flone 
Bridge hard by it of fo great breadth that it 
makes the better part of die chief Market place 3 
beiiig born up by large and ftrong Arches, and 
rais'd fo high above the waters that all tracking 
VeiTels that come from Leewarden pafs thorough 
the fluce which is under it. There are two 
other Bridges within the fortifications ( which 
are a large Ditch and Rampart with bulwarks, 
built by the Confederate States Ann. 1582) up- 
on the iame River, one of which is drawn up 
with chains in the middle, fo that larger Veffels 
pafs without lotting down their Mafts. The 
River both at its entrance into andpaflage out 
of the Town is commanded by good Block- 



ncac en en large or uateiy 5 uio tne iurnai 

their houfes be both rich and plentiful. 
Guild-Hall indeed, which (lands near the 



houfes, befides which for the better fecuritv c 
the place, there are vaft beams of Timber faft vf 
together, and firmly hYd both in the Bank a ^ 
in part of the Channel s the middle whereof* 
amy left open and that by day, for the admi 
tance of Veffels 5 the fame beings the niX 
time quite tout up by a large Timber Floar 
ftrcngiy compacted together, and infeparaMJ 
united with plates and bars of iron. Onea h 
Bank of the River, rais'd higher then ordinal 
(tor keeping the fame within its Channel ) k 
very fair Street, memorable both for ftreneth 
and beauty, being neatly pav'd with flint and 
curioufly fae'd next the waters, with Bentbem 
Stone. The whole Town is but one Parifh 
with a handfome Casmiccry, the cure whereof 
belong d formerly to the abovemention'd Saint 
Bo7iiface y of which there is nothing at this dav 
remaining but a (lately high Tower. Voccum 
was fome years fince (for it was afterwards trans- 
lated to Harlingen where perhaps it Mill conti- 
nues ) the only feat of Refidence in this Province 
for the Colledge of the Admiraltv 5 there bcine 

three fuch in Holland, vi^. Amfterdam, Home and 
Rotterdam. This place is governed principally 
by fax Confuls, whofe power is fomewhat more 
ftreightnd, as that of the Jurats is more enlar- 
ged, then in other Towns. Thefe laft are at 
prcfcnt 12 in number, and yet ( which feems 
odd ) are they calPd the Council of forteen, be- 
caufe they were formerly fo many. The me- 
thod of choofing new Confuls -yearly upon the 
hrft of January is this. Each of the four Quar- 
ters or Wards of the City nominate three per- 
fons\ who are in the nature of Electors, and 
thefe agree upon four of their own number and 
two others, the names of whom together with 
thofc of the laft years Confuls arc fent to the Go- 
vernor, who either by his own authority, as 
fome tell us , or with advice of the Provinci- 
al Eftates, as others fay, pitches upon fix of the 
faid twelve to bear Office for the vear enfuine. 
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HAT fo much of Hol- 
land lies to the South 
of the old Rhine was 
originally part of the 
Seat of the ancient Ba- 
t avians ( tho perhaps 
as wc have hinted in 
our account of Fr in- 
land 9 inhabited after- 
wards by the Frizons) 
needs, I think, no other proof then what we 
have already produced in our particular difcourfe 
concerning that people 5 and that, at Icaft, what 
lies to the North of the fame was in former Ages 
poflefi'd by the Friz$ns,is unanimoufly agreed up- 
on by the bed Geographers. But concerning the 
political State, as well as the people, of this Pro- 
vince about the middle Ages of Chriftianity, opi- 
nions are different 5 which yet feem to have been 
made fo rather by the partiality of writers, then 
defect- of ancient Records and obfeurity of the 
rangs themfelves. For Hugo Grotius being re- 
iolv d to make out their idoliz'd Liberty to ail 
Antiquity, will not only have the old Batam 
rather Allies then Subjects to the Roman Em- 
P*e (for which indeed there appears fome 
grounds in Hiftory) but contends ftifly that 
tneir poftenty continued a free people and 
^ cr *". cl 5 proper Governors even after that 
^e Fnzifh Kingdom was broken to pieces and 

ftn^ up by Ac Francs 5 which thin & as ic 
isruiiy difprov'd by other modern writers, fo 

TjF In * fclf fo improbable that it feems not to 
aeierve any formal confutation. The truth is, 
"Pon the divifion of the vaft acquifitions of the 
JnA C u Ho ^ and ( together with part of Brabant 
pu- \ !p ou ntries between the Scbeld and the 

tn) 11 to the of totharius* third Son 

J^udovicusPiusi whofe Dominions being cru- 

5«y harafs'd and infefted by the Vanes and other 
£°rtnern Nations ( which about the ninth Cen- 
_ J p Ver ran a great part of <Gav£ and Germany 
dS well as the Kingdom of England ) he found 



himfelf obliged for fecuring the reft to crant 
them fome portion of his Territory 3 2.nd this 
( as is prov'd by Conringius in his Book De fmibus 
Germa?ii<z) happen 'd to confift of the Provinces 
o£Holla?id and Zealand. And now we need make 
no further enquiry after the etymology of thefe 
words 3 the faid Northern people having, no 
queilion, denominated thefe their new Seats from 
their own native Provinces 5 one whereof was 
cali'd Halland and the other Zeeland. Nor is 
the name of Holland found given to this Province 
in any account of tilings antecedent to thefe 
times 3 it being in the Ages immediately fore- 
going calPd Vlaerdinga , and Fladirtinga, from 
Vlaerdi?igen feated at the mouth of the Mofi 9 and 
formerly a Town of great note. Seme indeed 
will have it originally cali'd Holtla?zd, and fince 
Holland, from the grear Woods with which it 
was once wholly cover'd 5 but that was fo long 
fince, and this name fo modern, that it is im- 
poffible the one fhould have anr relation to, or 
influence upon the other. A third opinion, that 
it was denominated from the HDilovsnefs oi the 
ground, feems to have lirtij better foundation 5 
notwirhilanding GuzccL:rJ:'ri$ v.ory of a Cow, 
which being drowr.Vl m a Pitch abou 
league from Harlem, was a 1 



found in the Lake on the ±uvit ilse ot the Tov>'n, 
between which and the Ditch cnere vcas no 



open communication. 

Bentivoglio obferves concerning Holland, that 
it is cut through 121 fo man}' places by Rivers and 
artificial Channels, that it may De douoted whe- 
ther it confifts moll of land or water 5 and that 
it does like wife fo abound in Shipping of all forts 
( whereof has been a wonderful encreafe made 
fince his time ) that it may be queition'd whe- 
ther the number of moveable Habitations on the 
water, or of fixt on the land be the greater. And 
agreeable hereunto is the account of a judicious 
modern Author,that the foil of the whole Province 
is generally flat, like the Sea in a calm 3 and looks 
as if after a long contention between the Land 
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and Water, it had at length been divided be- 
tween them, And true it is, that if the num- 
ber of Rivers and Canals, which lead not only 
to every great Town, but almoft to every Vil- 
lage and Farra Houfc, and the innumerable 
Sails that appear every where courfing up and 
down upon them, be duly confider'd 3 it will 
not be doubted, but the people that live in Boats 
bear a good proportion to thofe that live in 
Houfes. 

The prodigious effects of induftrious traffic 
did never fhew themfelves more evidently then 
among rhe people of this Province 5 of whom 
it has been obferv'd , that tho they have no 
Wood of their own, yet they fpend more then 
any Nation - y that tho their Fields bear no Corn, 
yet have they fome times kept the Granary of 
Europe 5 that they have neither Vines, nor Wool, 
and very Iktle flax of their own growth, yet is 
no place better rtor'd with Wines, and they 
make more Cloth of both forts., then any other 
Country of an equal, and then rnofl of a much 
larger extent. Thefe and other the like remarks 
are comprehended in an Epigram of Jof Scaliger, 
addreiilng himfelf to his Friend Janus Doufa 5 
which runs thus : 



this inundation, and continuing it all the W* 
ter in fuch a manner, that in mofl places nothin 1 " 
is feen during that feafon, but feme Steeples and 



Houfes, which feem to peep out of the S 
There being therefore here incomparably more 
pafture then arable grounds,the quantity of cheef 
and Butter made by them cannot be imaein'd 
that which they fell being reported to bri 
them in yearly a million of Carolins. But of 
thefe and other commodities, as alfo of their 
Cattel, and both tame and wild Beafts, and of 
their fait and frefh water Fife, and feverai other 
particulars, we (hall not repeat here what we 
have already related more at large in our Ge- 
neral account of thefe Provinces. We fhall there- 
fore add only this brief concluding character of 
the Country as well as its Inhabitants, from ti- 
often cited Sir William Temple : Holland (f>vs 
he ) is a Country where the Earth is better then 
the Air, and Profit more in requeft then Honour- 
where there is more Senfe then Wit, more good 
Nature then good Humour, and more Wealth 
then Pleafure 5 where a man would chufe rather 
to travel then to live, (hall End more things to 
obferve then defire, and more perfons to effeem 
then to love. 



Igncrata tu<z refer am miracula terr<z, 

Doufa, peregrinis non babitura fidem. 
Omnia Lanitium hie la fat Textrina Minerva : 

Lanigeros tame?i hinc fcimus abejfe Greges. 
Non capiunt operas fabriles Oppida -veftra : 

Nulla fabris tamen ha>c ligna miniftrat humus 
Ilorrea triticeal rumpunt hie Frugis acervi : 

Pafcuus hie tamen eft, non Cerealis ager. 
Hie numerofa meri ftipantur dolia Cellis : 

Qu<e 7jineta colat nulla putator habet. 
Hie nulla, aut certe feges eft rariffima Lini : 

Linifici tamen eft Copia major uibi ? 
Hie mediis habit amus aquis, quis eredere poffit ? 
Et tamen hie nulla* Doufa bibuntur aqua?. 

Which we have ventur'd to tranflate, with fome 
fmall variety, in this manner: 

In ftrange abundance Induftry fupplies 
What Nature, Doufa, to thy Land denies. 
You ve fcarce more Sheep to feed then Wolves 
to fear 5 

Yet make more Cloth then entire Nations 
wear. 

Your Cities are with well wrought Iron Itor'd - 
If ct neitner Oar nor Wood your Lands afford! 
With you there's wanting no one kind of 
Grain 5 

And yet your people only plow the Main. 
bill d are your Cellars with the richeft Wine - 
Yet no man with you ever prunes the Vine. ' 
Great ftorc of fineft Linnen your Shops yeild - 
Yet fey of you on Plax beftow one Field. ? 

aik 1 the Waves does youx Pl2Lt Countr y 

Yet none are wifer, and lefs Water drink. 

. The Soil produces feverai forts of Fruit and 
in fome places (as about Rheensbureh, and near 
Leyden) good Corn 5 but this grows only in \ 
few fmall fpots of ground, fo that the quanntr 
of it bears no proportion to the multimdes of 
people that fwarm in this Country ThaiLr, 
of the Province which is neareft me North I 
fo foft and moorifh that it is wholly unfit for 
Tillage 5 and the other, which lies next BrLnt 

tnc end ot ORober begin to be cover d with Wa- 
ter % the frequent rains and ftorms augment 



From the fame Judicious Author we (ball 
colled: as compendious a Relation as we can of 
tiie Government of this Province 5 the Soverai°n- 
ty whereof is reprefented by the Deputies of the 
Nobles and Towns, compofing nineteen Voices 
of which the Nobles have only the firft. There' 
were formerly but fix Voicing Cities ( as they 
term them) 2,1% Dort, Harlem, Delph, Leyden, 
Amfterdam , and Goude 5 but to thefe were af- 
terwards added, by the great William of Naf- 
fer? ( wno was thought to have done it that 
he might thereby leffen the authority of the 
Kooles, and balance that of the greater Cities 

ji? Voices o£ thc foiaJler 5 (the fufFrages and 
adherence of which might be much more eafily 
obtained and fecur'd ) Rotterdam, Gorcum, Schie- 
dam, Sehoonhoven, Brie I, Alemaer, How, Enehuyfen, 
Edam, Monikendam, Medenblic/^, and Purmerend; 

which laft being but a very fmall Town, and 
yet having an equal Vote with Amfterdam, there 
feems to be hereby made as great an inequality 
between the Members of the Provincial Eflates, 
as by the Suffrage of Overifel between the Mem- 
bers of the States General. The Nobles are 
reprefented but by eight or nine of their Body, 
who are in thc nature of Deputies, and when 
one among them dies, chufe another to fucceed 
him. All of them have, as is abovdaid, but 
one Voice 5 yet are they verv considerable in 
the Government, both becaufe they Vote firft, 
whereby a great fway and inclination is given in 
any bufinefs towards that fide for which they 
declare 5 as alfo becaufe they poflefs many of 
the beft Charges both Civil and Military h have 
the direction of all the Ecclcfiaftical Revenue, 
feiz'd by the State upon the change of Religion; 
fend their Deputies to all the Councils both of 
the Generalty and of thc Province 5 and nomi- 
nate one Councilor in the two great Courts of 
Juftice The Penfioner of Holland, who is feated 
with them, takes and delivers their Voice 5 afSft- 
mg alfo at their Deliberations before they corne 
to the Affembly. He is really but a Servant 5 
yet the ufual perpetuity of his Office ( tho he 

every five years ) and his 
skill in public bufinefs, procure him very great 
credit, and indeed authority among them. He 
lias place in each of the feverai Aficmblics of 
the Province, and in that of the States propofes 
ail matters to be debated 5 gathering the Opi- 
nions, 



AETHER 

nions, and pronouncing the Refolution accor- 
ding to the plurality- of Suffrages 5 tho he refufes 
(omctimcs to conclude according to the fame 5 
that is in matters of higheft importance, and 
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tmt is iu xx.c, ~ — m*yvLuince? ana 

where he judges in his confcience that the con- 
fequences of fuch a Conclufion would prove 
prejudicial to the Province. The Deputies of 
the Towns are taken from among tho Magiftrates 
of the fame, at the charge whereof they are alfo 
maintain'd 5 one of the Burgomafters and the 
Penfioner being ufually of the number fentfrom 
each place, which whether it be greater or (mai- 
ler has but one Vote. 
Thefe Provincial Eftates meet commonly in 

February June, September, and November, at the 
Hague 5 their buGnefs being the three firft rimes 
to fill up vacant Offices, renew the Farms of 
Taxes, debate and determine any point that 
concerns the whole Province, and decide fuch 
differences as arife between the Towns 5 but in 
November they confult about the guota? accor- 
ding to what has been agreed upon by the De- 
puties of the States General, for the year en- 
iiiirr 



f or extraordinary occafions they are convok'd 
uy a Council call'd Committee de Raeden, or Com- 
miffion'd Councilors, who are properly a Coun- 
cil of State of the Province, which is made up 
of one Deputy from the Nobles, one from each 
of die chief Towns, and one from three of the 
fmaller Towns 5 each of the three chufing him 
by tarns. This Council fits conftantly at the 
Hague^nd both propofes to the provincial States, 
at their extraordinary Affemblies , the matters' 

to be deliberated upon 5 and alfo afterwards ex^ 
ecutes their Refolutions. 

If anyone of thc Nineteen Members of the 
Provincial AiTemblv diffent, it hinders a Rcfult 3 
yet being all united by one common bond of 
lntereft, and aiming jointly at the public good, 
Diiiinenes are cafily brought to a refolution • 
private paffions and concerns giving wav to the 
clear tfrength of reafon, and it fcldom 'happen- 
ing that the fmaller part difputes long what the 
greater is mclin d to. When they are all agreed 
in opinion, fome of the Deputies are fent to each 
Town to > confult their Principals ( as they ftile 
it ) and if their affent be denied or delayU there 
« an adjournment made of the Affembly, till 
fuch i time as all of them returning home have 
thar addrefs and influence upon the feverai 
Magueies of places, and a clearer reprefenta- 
^™ na & <? bta "*l *eir approbation. j 

thefr 1 C *}* c * d y mention'd, there is ano- 
Shirh ' CaIF , d the Chamb cr of Accounts, 
rE mana § e f the g^cral Revenues of the 
£ n A c f \ and h ? s moreover the abfolute difpo- 
our lZr • anaent De ^efne of Holland, with- 
uZf T S an , y accou *t of the fame 5 onlv upon 
Sn ^i 5 ' ° r whcn there is fome urgent 
BTJy H° nc y the States caI1 u P«n them 
Crotn 7 ° f two or thrcc hundred thoufand 

the Chn^ morc ' I as Ac y are P reft > or conceive 
is Dronn mber ,i 0 bc f grown rich, beyond what 

iiS? 0n ^ t0 thc dc %n of procu- 

Perron?. k ,and cncreafi ng the fortunes of thofe 
of fnrh 2 com Pofc it 5 this Council confifting 

^obe reS 1 !!' aS / re H^' d b y thc States Bt 
oc rewarded in fo amp e and honourable a 



two courts of juffi C e The frtfT^ 1 ^ of 
is compos'd of twelve cSnnfSl ° f thcfc courcs 
land and three of till A nmc of 
alfo prefided ^ thffl^' ^ (who 

HIPS 

oent and ? Counfellors, wherenf j ■ 

High Court is uWate and dedfive o-Jv th^ 
States may be petition'd for a revifion ihn 
whea tfacy judge there is reafon w' Jant 
Letters Patent to that purpofe, naming fome 
Syndics out of the Towns, who being addedTo 
the CounceJIors of both the mentioned Courts 
revife and judge the caufe in the laft refort The 

eourt, which fits 4 times a year = wherein hr 

and h ls Affeffo , perfons rf > » J™™^* 

determine all foch controverfies as arife abS 
the Game of the Province. 

The whole compafs of this Country is not a- 
bove iSomJes, and die breadth of it is foSdc 
th« there is no part of it above three hours 
journey - from the Sea 5 yet it is reported to con- 
tain no fewer then 23 wall'd Towns and 400 Vil- 
lages. The moil accurate divifion of it (faid 
to be kept m the Archives of their Chamber 

of Accounts ) is into r. Worth-Holland, which 

comprehends the Waterfchappen , or Dyck 

Graviates of Rinland , Delfland and Schieland 
and the Country of Warden. 2. South-Hol- 
land, in which are Dort, Gorcum, Worcum, Sehoon- 
hoven, Htufden, &cc. and Geerfliet the Metropolis 
°u d / d o{ Putten - 3- v <x>rn } wherein belides 

and Goeree tnerc are onlv feverai good 
Villages. 4. The fourth and largeft part of this 
Province is made up of Kennemerland and Weft- 
Frizgland; (commonly tho improperly accord- 

term'd *Rorth~Holland ) con- 
taining, Kenne?nei land, Amfteland, Godeland, Wa- 

terland, with the Iflands of the Texel Wiering, 
Vlieland and the Grind. Of all the Cities, and' 
confiderable Villages comprehended in thefe fe- 
verai distributions of the Province we Ihail 
hereafter give an account according to the Me- 
thod and order of Janfons Maps 5 inferting di- 
vers places with their Difcriptions of which he 



Extent 
and divi- 
fion. 



has thought fit to fay nothing, and being more 
large upon others concerning which he (peaks 
much lefs then their quality and condition re- 
quire. 



thSL t0r J ,av i. n § g^own old in the fervice of 
mcmsof 3? c Pafs ' d r horow moft of thc employ- 
I mteL C WtC with *** cftcem of prudence 

nor vwt an 1 Ze *t**d had one common Gover- 

^ U ? der c «e jurifdiaion of Burgundy and 



ria* u l ^ «s 

3 ^ a ltlQ y have long had one Judicature we (hall in civility to 

Netherlands. 



The zealous affertors of the freedom of this 
people, and efpecially Grotius, take a great deal 
of pains ( tho with very doubtful fucceis in the 
judgment of many ) to evince the liberty and 
independence of Holland in ail ages, not excep- 
ting the moft floLinihing Kate of thc va(i King- 
dom of the Francks. Yet does it not appear to 
have been under a finglc and proper Governor 
of its own before the times of Diderick. or The- 
oderick. y its firrr. Earl 5 and certainly its flrength 
mud have been of fmall consideration , and 
the refinance made by it againrt invaders but 
very little, while canton'd out among the feve- 
rai Burgraves , who appear to have been the 
only antecedent Rulers or Magistrates through- 
out this Province. But pafling over this point, 

3 our Dutch friends acknow- 
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ledge that their ancient Earls were m no wife 
fubject to the Emperor or the laws of the Em- 
pire 5 and that they ever deny'd themfelves to 
be vaffals to the former , againft whom fome 
of them (particularly Tbeodorick the fourth) 
maintain'd fuccefsful War in vindication of 
their independent jurifdiclrion. If at any time 
they acknowledge! fubjedtion to, orcrav'd and 
own d the Patronage of the Empire, we will 
grant that this was extorted from them by the 
necetfity of their atfairs, and that fuch Acts can 
therefore be no precedents, nor ought to preju- 
dice or diminifti die right and exemdon of their 

Earls or the States provincial : and allow for 
certain that the houfes of Burgundy and Auftria, 
never did homage or own'd any Fealty to the 
Empire upon account of this Province. As for 
the authority of their ancient Earls, Dutch Au- 
thors contend that it was wonderfully limited 
and according to their relations it feems to have 
been little more then what has been of late years 
enjoy'd by their Stadtholders 5 the power of the 
provincial Eftates having always been very large 
and in many things predominant to that of the 
other. As to the particular laws and confhtu- 
tions that let bounds to the jurifdiction of their 
Princes, and are foppos'd to have been fworn to 
by Tbeodorick the firft, the forefaid Authors ac- 
knowledge themfelves to be wholly in the dark : 
yet Grot ins in his book entitul'd de Antiquitate 
Reipublic* Batavica?, gives us thefc as the chief of 
them 3 which he fays for a long time ow'd their 
prefcrvation to ufeand cuftom, but were at length 
confirmed and eftablifh'd in a folemn manner. 

I. If the principality happen to defcend to a 
Female, fhe fhall not marry without the content 
of the States of Holland. 2. The Offices of Sena- 
tor,Treafurers and Praetors fhall be conferred upon 
none but natives. 3. The provincial Eftates fhall 
meet when and where they pleafe, neither fhall 
it be requir'd that they ask leave of the Prince 
to hold any folemn convention. 4. No new 
taxes fhall be made, nor fhall any perfon be ex- 
- emt from the payment of fuch as arc already 
impos'd, but by authority of the States. 5. No 
War, whether offenfive or defenfive fhall be 
undertaken by the Prince without the approba- 
tion of the faid States. 6. The Prince in his let- 
ters fhall make ufe of the Dutch language. 7. He 
fhall coin no mony nor make any alteration in 
the fame, but according as fhall be judg'd ex- 
pedient by the Stares. 8 It fhall not be in the 
Princes power to alienate any part of his domi- 
nions 3 nor 9. convene the Eftates beyond the 
limits of the Country. 10. If he ftands in need 
ot a (ubfidy or contribution he fhall defire it of 
the Eftates in his own perfon 5 nor fhall he levy 
any other taxes then fuch as arc granted by 
them 11. The adminiftration of juftice fhall 
be only made by the ordinary judges. 12. No 

ancient cuftoms 
or laws s and if the Prince fhall decree or com- 

br^Kr ^ thmg l u thc , con ^ary, no man fhall 
be obhg d to pay him obedience. 



Rome, confjt the principality of the Province 

tc 

of Aquitain$ a Trojan by defccnt^jFwe^kf 



upon Theodorick or Thyerry (call'd alfo by fo^! 
Diderick and Childerick. ) Con of Sighben Duk 



ctedit to certain old Annals. This Theodlid 
coming with a good Army took pofleffion n f 
the Country, and having fubdu'd its Enemies 
and fubjeaedthe Frizpns, ( part of which PCo 
pie were within the limits of the new ereel: d 
jurisdiction) procur'd the Inhabitants a Ion 
and univerfal peace with all their Neighbour 5 
Many both Hollanders and Frizpns had at firft 
unwillingly fubmicced themfelves unto him and 
therefore envying afterwards his greatnefs and 
the profperity of his affairs, they enter'd into a 
combination and drove him out of the Coun- 
try. Being not long after reflor'd by the af- 
fiance of the lame Emperor from whom he had 
received his Earldom, he did not long defer the 
punifhment of fuch as had confpir'd againft him 
He marry'd Genna or Jenna, a Woman of a n<> 
ble Race as Scriverus fays and as others tell us 
Daughter of Pepin Son of Charlemain, and Kine 
of Italy : and lyes bury 'd with her ztEgmond. He 
enjoy d this principally 40 years. 

Tteodorick fon of the forefaid Theodorick fuc- 
ceeded his Father in the Earldom of Holhnl 
He vanquifh'd the Frizpns in two memorable 

Battels 3 and rebuilt the Monaflery 

with flone, after it had been burnt down Dy the 
faid Frizpns. He marry'd Hulgard or Hildegard 
Daughter of Lewis, King of France, and dv'd 
in the eightich year of his age, fome fay of his 
Government, but others tell us with more pro- 
bability that he governed about fifty years. 
His body was alfo entcrr'd in great State at Eg- 

mond. 




Catalogue of the Earls of Holland WZealand ta- 
ken especially out c/Scriverius s Bata via Uluftrata. 

B £ U U tH £ yCar 863 Charles Ac 
Bald , Emperor and King of 

France, being informed that Hol- 
land a Roman Territory, was 
mightily infefted by the Danesjn- 




Arnulph (calld by fome Arnold) the third 
Earl of Holland fucceeded his Father Theodorick 
the fecond, who had alfo an elder Son call'd 
Egbert, but he had profefs'd himfclf a Monck, 
and enter'd into a Cloifter. This Frincc had 
continual Wars with the Frizpns during his reign, 
which lafted but five years 5 he being after that 
(pace of time flain by them, together with a 
great part of his Nobility. Hcwasbury'd with 
his ancestors at Egmond. 

Theodorick. the third of the name, took Aie- 
bold the firft fighting Bifhop of Utrecht in battel 5 
and earned him prifoner into Holland, where 
he kept him a long while becaufe he could not 
be brought to any reafonablc terms of accord 
This Adebold had privately instigated the Frizpns 
and made them rebel againft Theodorick, who 
afterwards burning their Towns and laving the 
Country wafte chaftis'd them fufficientlv both 
for their Rebellion and for the death of "his Fa- 
ther, which he had long fince refolv'd to revenge 
He -gave the Province of Frizeland, redue'd thus 
under his obedience to Florent his voungcr Son, 

1 j tct ? rn ' d witn his viclrorious Army into Hol- 
land^ from whence he undertook a pilgrimage 

L° fj ^ oIy Land > but d y in his return, after 
w ™?£° Vacn ' d the Cou ntrv 46 years-, Othitt 
tns Widdow retireing thereupon into her ovn 
Country of Saxony. He was bury'd in the Ab- 
oy ot Egmond, where was found long after the 
epitaph ot die three Theodorick*, and the Wives 
Jr C C T° firft ' which becaufe it throughly cx- 
Pr 5 u Monkifli genius of Poetry in that 
and the next ages, may poflibiy defervc a place 
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Fbeodencorum tria Corpora magnificorum, 

Hicfita funt y titulis qu<*que not at a fuis. 
til jundaverunt he a ntjlra, Fatrefque fuemuU 

Ijiius 



NE THERLA N 



D 



Jfiius omatus, ordinis aique flatus. 
Hie Comitifarum fociantur membra duaruni, 

Virtus eft quorum non celebranda parum. 
Genna prior ditla turn precipue benedifta 5 

H'ddegarda fuo digna legi titulo 5 
Auro pr£claram tabulam qu<£ ftruxit ad Aram, 

Multimodis donis, jure fequenda bonis. 
Progenies horum mores imitare tuorum, 
<<uos C&li regio fumfit ab exilio. 

Tbeodon'ckthc fourth having in a turnament at 
Liege kiWd a perfon of quality, ( fome fay it 
was the Brother of the Bifhop of that place and 
Cole?i) tctlt'd with all fpeed into his own Coun- 
try but was purfu'd by the Germans who either 
by force or treachery poflefs'd themfelves of the 
City of Port, tho they were not long after over- 
come, being fct upon in the night, by the Earl 
and his men, who flew of them befides others 
about 4 hundred Gentlemen and perfons of 
quality. The next morning walking careJefly 
abroad, and pafling thorough a narrow ftreet 
{ call'd as fome tell us upon that account Grave- 
itrect, or the Earls ftrcet unto this day ) he was 
fhot by a skulking German in the thigh with a 

poyfon'd dart, and dy 'd two days after 5 having 
Governed this Country nine years. 

Florent Brother of Theodorick the fourth, and 
Governor as is abovelaid of Frizeland was the 
next Earl of Holland 5 who by a very ordinary 
ftratagem (w*. the digging of feveral pits in the 
ground and covering them over with hay and 
ftraw ) is reported to have utterly routed and 
made great flauhgter of the united forces of the 
Arch-Bifhop of Colen the Bifhop of Liege and the 
Earl ot Lorrain. About 4 years after ( viz* an. 
1062 ) he vanquiflied the Germans again in a fct 
barrel 5 but in his retreat, as he fat refting him- 
felf under an Elm in die Village of Hemert, be- 
tween the Mofe and the Waal, he was fuddenly 
aflaulted, defeated and flain by the Earl of Cuick, 
He had then Governed Holland 14 years and 
Frizeland 2 1 : and was interr d at Egmond. 

G^trude Daughter of the Duke of Saxony ; 
after the oeath of her Husband Count Florent, 
govern d for fome time in the name of her 
young Son Theodoric or Thierry. She afterwards 
n^micd Robert, furnarnd the Frizpn, from his 

ffv^r ^ fo , me ra - y > tho othcrs ttU us, he was 
to call d from his having fubdued that people. 

of zjfr 1 ¥ obert 1S numb red among the Earls 
or Holland, tho he were no more then Guardian 

fn yo " n S theodoric, Son of Gertrude bv her 
rormer Husband 5 which charge was manag d 
oy mm with great moderation and integntv. 
™ was at length vanquifh'd" and driven out of 
cne U)untry by Godfry of Lorain, who with the 
aimtance of William Bifliop of Utrecht made him- 
Ictt rnafter of the fame. 

hiSFci^JJ 1 ^ Crook-back, having pofTefs'd 

w. Jc u / d ? e Fri <ons, by whom he was aftcr- 
a.ds befieg'd for the fpace of nine weeks in 

cn 'f n ofAicmaer 5 but the Bifhop of Vtrecbt 

the f g C ° hlS rclicf with a § rcat Annr, fore'd 
About* h* 7 - C ° dcparc with extraordinary lofs. 
ThpnA ■? - ear . fo 75> a certain fcrvant of voung 
fiSSf* 1Sfai . d to h^vethrufta javelin up his 
ber as ¥ was cafin § himfelt in a Cham- 

which^ ?? d ovcr a Dlcch or Channel 5 of 
wound he dy'd not long after. 

lead, thefe Dominions came into 



was 



w as 10 ternty d, that he very willing! v made a 
pcace wichthe Earl, and withdrew all h^ own 
fouldiersont of Holland, tho fome fay fae 
firft overcome ni fight and taken prifoner. The 
Frizpns difowmng all fubjeaion to him wcZ 
vanquilhed in a pitch'd battel by this Earl, who 
paflmg his Army over the Mar/hes and Pools 
upon the Ice few four thoufand of them uvon 
the fpot. It was but a htdc while after ere the fa"me 
people gathering fre/h Forces rebelled asain - 
which the Earl refented with fuch indignation 
that having beaten them the fecond time he had 
no companion either of age or fex, ( fome re- 

P ?j\ , f P* rcd tho & £ hat were not tv/elve }^ears 
old ) laying wafte their Country and burning 
their Towns and Vdhgcs. Then he bcGcz'd 

?5 £Y n of ,^^^, which place he fo far 
diftrefs d in three weeks time, that it was com- 
pelled to redeem it felf yvith a round fum of 

^P 1 ? 7 ; , J- wzs hc accounted to have whollv 
fubdu d this pcopje, the chief of whom fwore 
obedience and perpetual fubjeclion to him and 
his SucceiTors, the Earls of Holland. Some fay 
he bore rule in Holland and Zealand^, and o- 
thers 1 5 years. Some again tell us that his mo- 
tner Gertrude enjoy'd the Government bv her 
felf, after the death of her Husband, for the 
fpace of two years , which together with Ro- 
berts 8, Godfry s 4, William BifhoD of Vtrecbt s 

one , and Theodorick^ fifteen make in all 
years. 

, Movent the fecond, call'd from his corpulency 
trie fat (tho he was nevcrthelefs both active and 
ftrong bang tall and well fet ) marry'd Petro- 
nelle, or Par?zell Daughter of D idler, Duke ct 
Saxony , and Sifter of the Emperor Lotharius, 
by whom he had three Sons and one Daughter. 
He was a charitable, juft and Religious Prince, 
affecting the arts of peace rather then War. and 



thirty 



^Kj^ hc true «eir Theodorickthc Son of Flo- 
kundt h £ l not w ^hout fome troub!e 5 for he 
v ^ « neceffary to raifc great forces for 
> - ub right, whereupon the Bifnopc 



the reco- 
Bifnopofc^/rfr/>/ 



it without offending our neighbours the Dutch) 
thirty one years, with thc great love and vene- 
ration of all his fubjecls. 

T/yeodorick the fixth of that name, and elded 
Son of Florent the Fat, took to Wife Sophia 
Daughter of Otho, Count Palatine, which bore 
him four Sons and three Daughters. Hequell d 
the rebellious Frizpns , who foon after joyning 
with his unnatural Brother, -Florent the black, 
fell in upon North- Holland, and burnt the Town 
of Alcmaer, but were quickly repuifed by Theo- 
dorick who march'd againit them with good 
Forces. Being a little while after inform 'd that 
his Wife's Brother was taken prifoner bv the 
Frizo?is, and his Armv defeated by the Bilhop 
of Vtrecht he prefencly applv'd himfclf to the 
liege of that City, with fo great refolution that 
he had certainly taken it, had not the Bifhop 
put on his pontifical Habit, and come fordi 
with the rdi of his Clergy in a moft folemn 
manner to excommunicate him 5 for then (as 
ancient Annals relate) the Earl fell down upon 
his knees, beg'd pardon, and departed with his 
Army , fo great was the dread and veneration 
which even Princs had in former ages for eccie- 
fiaftical perfons and Ccnfurcs. In this Earls 
time there happen 'd fo dreadful a fire in the faid 
Gty of Z/trecbt that the principal Churches, 
very richly tumilh'd and adorn'd, were burnt 
down to the ground; and yet (which many 
accounted miraculous) that which was dedica- 
ted to our blelTed Saviour flood untouch 'd in 
the mid ft of the Conflagration. He dy'd about 
the year 1.1 £3, after he had Governed 4? years. 
Some fay lie was llain by the Frizelamlers. 

Florent thc third marryed Ada Daughter of 

thc 
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the King of Scotland by whom he had four Sons 
and as many Daughters. The Emperor Frede- 

Jk, coming for that purpofe into Holland, re- 
concil'd him and Godfry Bilhop of Utrecht con- 
tending about the Principally of Frizeland ; and 
not long after it happen'd that this Earl being 
diverted with fome very urgent bufinefs clfe- 
wherc, the Frizpns made a defcent into Norch- 
Holland, commicring feverai infolencies, and 
particularly burning the Town of Alcmaer 5 but 
they were in a fhort fpace redue'd to their former 
obedience, and fore'd to pay divers bulhels of 
mony (as Writers tell us) to make atonement 
for their Rebellion and Adfcs of hoftility. Count 
Florent went at length with other Christian Prin- 
ces in the grand expedition of that age calPd the 
holy War, ( the dclign whereof was to drive the 
Saracens out of Jerufalem and the Country of 
Paleftine) and if we believe ancient Chronicles 
dyed at Antiocb, after he had govern'd the Pro- 
vinces of Holland, Zealand, and Frizeland feven 



Tbeodo - 
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twenty „ 

Thecdorick the feventh fuccceded his Father 
Florent, between whom and his Brother William 
there afterwards happen d bloody Wars , to 
which there was at laft an end put by the medi- 
ation of Baldwin Bifhop 3 and Theodorick Cathedral 
Provoft of Utrecht* upon thefe conditions 5 -viz. 
that Theodorick being the elder Brother fhould 
enjoy the Provinces of Holland and Zealand, 
and that William fhould hold of him in fee the 
Countryes of Eaft and Weft-Frz^W ( lying 
on each fide of the River Flevus, and extending 
to the Eaftward as far as the River Lauwers ) 
together with a yearly penfion out of the cuftoms 
of Geerfliet. Upon the death of the faid Bald- 
wnjheodorick was made Guardian of that Church 
(according to Scriverius's account, tho that dif- 
fers zn feverai circumftances from the relations 
given by others of this matter) in the faithful 
admiaiftration of which Office he met with op- 
poation from the Duke of Geldre, which occa- 
sion d lome Wars between him and that Prince 
borne time after he made an incurfion into Bra- 
bant* and took the Town of Bois-le-duc -* but 
jult as nc was about to return with his Army 
and a great many prifoncrs of quality, he was 
affaulted and vanquifhed with a great {laughter 
of his men 5 he himfelf falling into his Enemy 
the Duke of Lorrains hands, by whom he was 
fore d to make full reparation of all dammage 

K th0f i- O f L thc forcfaid Town k*ore he 
could obtain his liberty. He dy'd at Don after 

he had ruled thirteen years, and left behind him 
only one Daughter, called Ada. 

Ada fuccceded her Father, whofe funeral ob- 
feqmes were deferred till after the celebration of 
her marriage with the Earl of Loos* by whom 
fee had no children, dying within the fpace of 
a twelvemonth. v 

William I. William the firft, Brother of Theodorick the fe- 
venth, and Governor of Frizeland , had fharp 
Wars with the Earl of Loos* and his Allyes b? 

Zeatr 1 8 W qUICt *Z &{n ° n ° f and 
^ f 7 L l n hlS tlm ? Dor * was bu «* by thofe 

was litcwile War s ended at length upon com- 
pofition according to which a thoufand T Z S 

^ C °r b i S ay ' d ^ Earl for darn^al / one 
^thcfaid Bifhop. Being inform'dSSf death 

Sfe out a std^f ° f ^ preS 

leiiion ot that Kingdom, to which he thought 
landed his Armv he is faid to hav^i " g 

Towns anH rJ*U* u , c taken many 

iowns and Cables, but news being brought 



Ada. 



that the Earl of Loos had levied an Armv 
was making great havock and fpoil i n his Co. 
try of Holland he prefently returned, judg^ 
the wifeft oourfc to leave the uncertain for fhl 
certain. He had two Wives 5 Alix or Arf 
Daughter of the Earl of Geldre, which bore him 
three Sons and two Daughters 5 and Mar? 
Daughter of the Duke of Lancafier hv ™u 1 
he had no children. He dy'd in ffi^ 
having govern'd Holland and Zealand io^il 
Frizeland 2.6 years. ^ and 

J%r«»r, the fourth of that name , fucceederl 

his Father only in Holland and Zealand as W 
tell us his Brother Orfo having been already 
made Earl and Governor of Frizeland. He Ws 
a man of a martial genius, and perform' d divers 
great exploits 5 which occafiond his death- for 
the Countefs of Clermont having heard much of 
his valour became fo defirous to fee him that 
jhe prevailed with her Husband to publi/h a fo 
Jemn Turnament 5 to which military diver/Ion 
it was ufual m thofe days for all fam'd Soul- 
diers to refort from the moft diftant Countries 
Florent among others fayl'd not to appear at die 
day appointed, and it was his ill fortune by his 
valour and deportment fo to charm the fore- 
faid Countefs, that fhe could not abftain from 
praifing him in the higheft manner before her 
Husband 5 who thereupon conceived a flrons 
jealoufy of the Hollander, and with feverai armed 
men entering into the lifts, furpris'd and bar- 
baroufly murthcr'd him upon the place. He 
dy d in the flower of his Age, having governed 
twelve years 5 and his body was convey'd into 
Holland and buryed in the Monaftery of Rhinf- 
terg. He had by Matilda Daughter of the 
Duke of Lorrain and Brabant two fbns and as 
many Daughters 

William the fecond, Son of the forefaid Flo- 
rent, was for a long while under the Guardian- 
ship of his Uncle the Bifhop of Vtrecht s being 
but fix years old at the time of his Fathers death. 
He was of a very Warlike temper, and upon 
that account chofen King of the Romans, when 
fcarce twenty years old. He inftkuted a Court 
at the Hague, where the caufes and controver- 
ts of the Hollanders and Zealanders fhould be 
determined 5 and fent his Brother Florent with 
a good Army to rcpell the Flemmings, who had 
invaded the Ifle of Walcheren, and were by hin 
after an exceeding bloody fight wholly vanqui 
ihed. The King upon the news hereof haftened 
into Zealand and fpared the lives of fuch as had 

1 n J 1 n P nfoncrs > buc fent them home ftark 
naked. Not long after he went into Italy, and 
received the Imperial Crown from the hands of 
Pope Innocent 5 and from thence palling into 
Germany y he took pofTcflion of the Empire, be- 
xn S received in all places with extraordinary joy 
and refpedL Returning back into his Patrimo- 
nial Countries he overcame the rebellious Fri- 
zons in a pitched battel 5 but marching ( a great 

g Z Z u hls men as fomc Writers tell us ) to 
ngnt them a fecond time, the Ice upon which 
he went broke under his horfe, and he himfelf was 
ignorantly flam by fome enemies that lay among 
the neighbouring Reeds and Oziers. He go- 
verned the Empire feven, and thefe Countries one 
and twenty years 3 and his body was an. 1255 
remov d into the Ifle of Walcheren, and interrd 

m ur A f bbey of M*ddleburg : the place of its 
obfeure buryal in Frizeland being difcovered to 
his Son and fuccelTor by an old man that had 
been privy thereunto. 

Florent the Fifth, to revenge his Fathers death p 
twice enter d Frizeland with great Forces, and ' 
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obtain d two memorable Victories, 
a war being ready to break out be 



Afterwards 
tween him 



»53 



Wax 1 i rC 

nd thc / 7 lemmings , the cirrerence was made up 
bV the mediation of the Duke of Brabant 5 Earl 
florent, as a Guaranty of the Peace, marrying 
Jieatrix, Daughter of Guido, EarJ of Flanders-^ 
by whom lie had four Sons, three whereof dy'd 
• ra the prime of their age 5 tho others tell us, that 
fhc bore him rive Sons and three Daughters. He 
built {lately Palaces in divers of the chief Cities 
of Hollands and had fcveral pleafant places of 
recefs, where fometimes he diverted himfelf by 
hunting, fometimes with the company of women. 
He is recorded to have part over into England, 
with an intention of conquering Scotland 3 but 
to have returned fpeedily upon the Flemings in- 
vading his Countries. In his old age lie f ore'd 
the Wife of Gerard van Velfon ( his great Favou- 
rite, but who had difbblig'd him by refufing to 
marrv his Concubine ) defigning thereby rather 
to arlVont him then (atisfie his own lull - y but he 
confpiring with Herman of Woerden, his Wife's 
Father, Gyshiecht of Amftel , and many other 
perfons oi power and quality, feiz'd die Earls 
pcrfon near the City of Vtrecht, and being fo 
hody purfued by the Kennemers that he dcfpaiVd 
of carrying him of£ and having him convey 'd 
into England ( which isfaid to have been his in- 
tention) he barbaroufly murtherd him with 
above twenty wounds. Some Authors write, 
that this Velfon being afterwards taken, was put 
fork naked into a hogfhead full of fharp nails, 
and fo rolled up and down the ftreets of Leyden 
rill he dyed 5 all the reft of the Confpirators be- 
ing either publicly executed for this Treafon, or 
dying poor and miferable in other Countries. Flo- 
rent the Fift go vern d Holland and Zealand one and 
forty years 5 and 'bating the vice of incontinence, 
which fome tell us he never mamfefted fo much 
as in tiic foremention'd and fatal Adultery ( tho 

*7 aC ( eems co nave been rather an act of revenge 
then luil ) he has the character given him of a 
generous, liberai,and excellently qualify' d Prince. 

fohn the Firft, only Son of Florent the Fifth, 
was at his Fathers death in England with the King 
hisi-atner in Law, which occafion'd fome trou- 
bles mthefe Countries by difcord and quarrels 
anhng bet ween thofe who fhar'd the Government 
amongft themfelves in his abfence h but upon his 
tv^ ! fuch co « te ntions prefently vanifhU 
f u £ overth rcw and made great flaughter 
ot the Frzzons in two fignal Battels. He died 

TOhoutitfuc at Harlem about the year r.oo, 
ftavmg govcrnd not above four years. In his 
time liv d Nicolas Kieten, a man of fo prodigious 
a itature that he was accounted a Giant. In his 
nmelikewife (according to fome writers) be- 
gun tne two pernicious factions of Scbiringers and 
^copers in Frizeland; of whom we have fpoken 

jery briefly in the defcription of that Pro- 
vince. 

$ P ° n thc dec cafe of the forcfaid John, the 
rhr^ mm 5 nt of thcfc Countries devolved to John 
nf ir?? ° f t lide > Countefs of Hainault, and Sifter 

the Grandfather of John thc Firft. He 
?£t ? hil W a daughter of the Duke of Lux- 

IW f by whom he had thr ce Sons and four 
^g h te rs He was five years Earl of Holland, 

JI d f cf f dcd his Brother the Bifhop of Vtrecht 
Jl* ,Uc ? v, S° r that he utterlv fubdued all thofe 
DalrV, ^ Vour ' d to deprive him of his Frinci- 
air f a Writcrs tcl1 ^ of ftrange fights in the 
*hVff an a PP arit ion of Fleets upon thc waters, 
th^r u ^ ere ^ d Z' d co prognofticate thofe Wars 
viiL nap 5 en d not long after between the Flem- 
& an4 Hollanders 5 the firft of whom are 

Netherlands. 



reported to have loft in one Sea fight, (wherein 
thev were vanquifhed by William Son of this 
Earl ) no fewer then ten thoufand men. But 
John himfelf dyed immediately after, and was bu- 

1} ed at Valenciennes. 

William the third , Son of John thc fecond 
was for his piety juftice, and mildnefs of dif PO - 
iition firnam d the good 5 as his Brotiicr John 
flam by the Flemmings, had upon account of a 
much different temper been denominated with- 
out mercy At Middleburg in Zealand he found- 
ed a Colledge of Canons, dedicated to Saint 

l er J , - , ln hjs cimc Holland was grievcutly 
afflicted with two of the greateft publick evils, 
Hague and Famine $ one whereof fvept away 
a great part of thc Inhabitants, and the other 
necerhta ted thofe that fur vived to prolong a mi- 
ierable life as well as they couJd bv the ufe of 
grafs and other vegetables. An. 1 328 Philip Kin~ 
of France chiefly by the affiftance of this William 
gave the Flemmings a very confiderable over- 

T herc is a memorable ftory of an ad 
of juftice done by this good Earl, not long be- 
fore his death, upon the BailifofSouth-^//W, 
who had taken away a poor mans Cow ( he re- 
fufing to fell her becaufe Cnc gave fuch a prodi- 
gious quantity of milk that his whole family 
fubfifted thereby) and in exchange fent him an- 
other nothing comparable to her 5 whom the 
Earl commanded in the firft place for the wrong 
done the Country fellow to pav him a hundred 
Crowns 5 and afterwards for the injurv done 
to himfelf and his government to be behead- 
ed. Among other Fatherly admonitions given 
ins cldeft Son William upon his death bed, he 
advis'd him to maintain peace with his neigh- 
bours, and lay no grievous impofitions upon 
the Clergy. His government lafted three and 
thirty years, and never was thelofs of anv Prince 
more lamented by fubjects. He had by his 

Wife Jane of Valois three fons, William, Lewis 

and John 5 (the eJdeft and youngeft of whom 
John and Lewis dyed before their Father ) with 
tour Daughters, Margaret Dutchefs of Bavaria 
and Emperefs, Joan Countefs of Jztliers, Philippa, 
Queen of England, and Elizabeth. 

William the fourth marry *d Jane of Brabant, 
and dyed without lawful Iffue, leaving only 
one natural Son behind him. He was very 
zealous for the propagation of thc Chriftian 
faith, upon which account he afillted the King 
of Spain in per fon with a confiderable Army 
againft thc Moors 5 and by his valour fhewn 
againft the Infidels he is recorded to have pur- 
chafed immortal fame. When he was come 
back he beficg'd Vtrecht , and being ready to 
take and fack the Town was perfwaded by his 
Nobles to condefcend to a peace or rather truce, 
upon condition that 5 hundred of the principal 
Citizens, fhould come forth with both head and 
feet bare, and upon their knees beg his pardon. 
After this he led his forces againft the Frizpns, 
and engaging too boldly, was flain by them not 
far from St aver en. 

Margaret who fucceeded. William the fourth, 
was Daughter of William the Good, and Wife 
to Lewis of Bavaria Emperor. She came 
with a great retinue into Holland^ and having 
taken poftdfion, redgn'd the Government to 
her Son William 5 who in confid cration thereof 
was ro allow her an annual penfion $ but he after- 
wards returned the Provinces themfelves into iier 
hands 3 upon which there happened War be- 
tween Holland and the people of Vtrecht, where- 
in thc latter were worltcd. In revenge for her 
Brothers death, (he confifcated and put to pub- 
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lick fale, all the goods of the Frizelanders that 
were found in Holland. 

' rU ~ Emperefs Margaret dying about the year 
her Son William the hrft, Earl^of Holland, 
Zealand , and Henault , and Lord of Fri^fland 
fucccededj who by feveral Acts of hoftility com- 
mitted within his Territory, provoked the Bi- 
fhop of Vtreckt to enter Holland, and burn two 
Towns in that Province. In his time a great 
part of the City of Harlem was burnt down 5 
and Writers account it very ftrange that neither 
the beginning nor Authors of fb dreadful a fire 
could ever be found out. After this William 
had govern'd feven years he is reported to have 
fallen mad- and it is (aid that having at length 
given an unhappy evidence of his phrenzie uy 
killing one Gerard of 'Water ingen, a per fon of No- 
ble extraction, with his own hands, his perfon 
was fecur'd, and the adminiftration of the Go- 
vernment taken from him 5 a Guardian and 
Deputy being appointed him, who was 

Albert the firfi, Brother to William of Z?^r/* 
( who had govern'd Holland, Zealand, and Fr ire- 
land feven years and Henault two ) He marry ed 
a Lady, by whom he had three Sons and 
four Daughters. He was oppofed at firft by 
the Cabillautin faction, who laboured to have the 
Lady Matilda, Wife of the diftraclied Earl, ad- 
mitted Governefs of thefe Countries. Albert bc- 



among others the rich Town of Dort 7 

Bavaria continued in the nature of 3 c °^ 

of Holland for three years, in which tinTe*? 3 * 
pen d feveral memorable actions a full i ap ~ 
whereof would fweli our fhort Ca r a u„ ? 0n 
the bulk of an hiftory. I n fhort f uc h wV"* 0 
at length arofe between Countcfs LS dfcord 
her Husband the Duke of BraCTlt^ 
vcrcc enfu'd thereupon } and 7 0 hn n f » ° 1 ' 
being dead, the Hollanders rejSTn^^ 
rural Lady chofe and ^dmi £j ? 

faid Duke for their Governor. Tfe D„I 
Brabant is recorded by fome for the firft p_, ■ 
of the Univerfity of Lnan whth 
beginnings ( as fhall be fhewn more atkr " 



fieged thofe of Delph for injuries offer'd him 
particularly in burning down certain Cafiles of 
■r a ?j l n f etcing at ^berty feveral perfons im- 
P w? l by h,:i1 at Hague-, for which he com- 
pel! d them in ten or eleven weeks time to make 
him reparation, and withaU to difmantle the 
greareft part of the Town walk He had one 
expedition againft the Geldrians, and divers a- 
gainft die Frizpnsi govern'd in his Brothers name 

interr d at the Hague. 

William the fixt, eldeft fon of the forefaid 
Alien, took to Wife the Daughter of 2££ 

King of France , which dy'd young and with- 

Tlf U r , Af 5 e ™ards he marry'd the Daughter 
of Philip th c hardy of ifc^Wy , by whom h J 

had one Daughter, call'd Jacoba, orZrZf/t 
He made War againft ReiLld Duke of %7ldre 
w«h whom he afterwards enter'd i„ro a ftricT:' 
alliance, and maintained a perpetual fri^u; 
Not long before his death (w^ht^^dfn 

content recognizd and declared tobe^fr^" 

assc?* 11 undoubtcd h ™« - ftfe 

bout thefe times that" L/did Soften b^dS * 
to the Earls of MJ) furprifed Sot of 
Gw m 5 nor was it recovered 1- " P 

fait, Uyd claim to ,1,. * Empetots con- 
Iffitt naif bSSd mS? h S^ Ka 



its proper place ) became much" more 'ilffi 
ous m fucceeding age. The Countefs 
line had two other Husbands ( Humphry 
of and Francis of BorfJ es 7 S £f e 

nicies inform us ) while the Duke of BraZ 
was yet alive 5 and finding that fhe was Z To 
probaoility of ever having children, fhe rmd° 
/ j ^ n 7 refi p aa p n of the Earldoms of Hoi- 
% h ? e f la7 l d ' a . nd Habuult^ with the Lordfhp 

of Frizeland to her Mothers Sifters Son, th& 

was done 

to obtain the liberty of herlaft mention d Huf- 
band. She lived after the faid rcfignation but 
a fhort while, and dymg at the age of 3 6, was 
buryed at the Hague. 3 

£/>///> of Burgundy, llrnamed the Good, took 
pofTeilion of thefe Countries both by vertue of 
facquelms refignation and by right of iniicri- 
rancc. He did upon fome grudge againft die 
■K-ing of England befiege Calais with fo nume- 
rous an Army that thofc who drove the Carriages 
and Waggons were by fome judged able to 
iia ve taken the place ; and yet his defign faif'd, the 
Gantyts and thofc of Bruges returning home, be- 
cause he did not act with fo much ardor, or 
perhaps precipitancy, as they defired This 

.u n % C n T fl mKd the ordcr o( the Golden Fleece, 
tfte hrft folemn affembly of the members thereof 
being held at the Hague. He made his bafe 
bon David (his baftardv being difpene'd with 
by the Pope ) Bifhop of Zltrecht, much againft 
the will of the Inhabitants of the City, and di- 
vers places within that Principalitv. Some Wri- 
ters tell us that by his afliftance Levis the Dau- 
phin was advane'd to the Crown of France. 
One John of Koeftein, rais'd from the very dung- 
luff to be this Princes chief favourite, confpired 
with others to poifon him 5 for which lie was 
beheaded, as was alfo a poor fellow whom he 
pad employed to buy the poifon, and who was 
v f xtrcnicI J: fimple that being asked whether 
it the other had kepthis promifc ( for it was up- 
on his refufing to pay the fum agreed upon 
that this filly wretch revealed the treafon) he 
would then have made the fame difcovery, he 

not. Whereupon order 
was hkcwife given for his execution. Philip 
having govern'd thefe Countries four and thirty 
years deceafed at Bruges , where he had made 
nis ufual abode. 

,i the only furviving fon of Philip by bis 

third W,fc ( the two firft having proved barren) 
and m his Fathers life time Earl of Charolois in 
Burgundy, Weeded him in the Dukedomes of 

Burgundy, Brabant, Limburg, and Luxenburg, the 

iiarldoms of Flanders, Amis, Hainault, Burgundy, 

I J C j ".r the French County) Holland, Zea- 
land, and Namwr, the Marquifate of the Empire, 
and the Lordfhipsof Friz$land,Salins, and Mech- 
lin. He took, Sackt and almoft ruin'd the City 
or Liege 3 and drove die Duks of Lorrain out 
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of his Countrie, which was recovered chieEy by 
the affiftance of the Swit^ers 5 Charles being 
h blam'd for falling out with them, from 
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whom nothing was to be got but blows, of 
which they afforded him good ftore, defeating 
him near to Morat, with the flaughter of above 
j 6 thoufand of his men. After this (his ill fortune 
dill purfuing him ) he was betrayed by an Italian 
who commanded part of his Army, fo that^n- 
gaging unadvifedly with the Lorrainers, Germans, 
and Switzers, which came to relieve Nancy, be- 
fieged by him, he 'was flain with a great part of 
his /hatter d Forces,tho he was generally imagined 
for a long time after to have fled into Germany, 
many perfons felling Jewels, Horfes and other 
things upon condition to receive t,hcir mony at 
his return. He was from the conftant bent of 
his inclination denominated the Warlike, and 
had in the former part of his Government fo 
good fuccels in his enterprizes that his fubjects 
looked upon him as invincible. Nauclerus fays 
he faw a poor beggar who was taken in Germany 
to be this Duke, and fuppos'd to go about in 
that manner to do pennance 5 upon which ac- 
count he received good alms. He is much blam'd 
by Writers for his repofing too great truft in the 
tray tor Compobacchio, the foremen tion'd Italian^ 
by whom he is (aid to have been perfwaded 
not to give ear to, but immediately to hang up 
a French Gentleman who was juft about to dis- 
cover the treacherous confpiracy of the faid 
Compobacchio with the Duke of Lorrain, and as 
fome fuppofe with Zeir/j the eleventh of France, 
for the mine of this martial Prince 5 which at 
length took effect in the above mcntiond man- 
By his fecond Wife Catharin of Durban lie 



ner. 



had one Daughter nam'd Mary. 

Mary, the only Child of the forefaid Charles, 
was about fourteen years old at the time of her 
Fathers unfortunate death 5 and being courted 
by feveral Princes, the States General of thefe 
Countries met at Louvain, to confult how fhe 
ihould be difpofed of in marriage j but I find 
nothing effected by them. She her fdf had an 
wdination to Charles Dauphin oi France, whofe 
*auer King Lemshzd formerly with great eager- 
neis purfued the match, but now by a ftrange 
totality being almoft cold in the matter, and 
icmng too haftily upon feveral of her Towns, 
pamcularly t hofe in Picardy and Artois, her mind 
became fo far cftrang 'd from her injurious neigh- 



whoS and £,°p th u En ?P, eror Frederic, between 
befo£b^ the bufinds had fome time 

by fom^ fc station. It has beenlook'd upon 
ried tK 3 VCry F Cat P ro *dencc that (he ma " 

£ 0 Pf 3l °^ ^d adjoining Countries 
rhTn i » P ^ Car d u P° n fcvc ^ accounts of no- 
wards ^oV» ha - C C ,°^ d ™™ when annexed after- 
Z ^Trr to ?t a \ n J F ^nce muft needs have become 

Maximilian being married to the Princefs Mary 

bL SV ^ n . 0t dlc ^mmoning the No- 

%Z % Gcn£ta ) E . ftates of thefc Countries to 

hlnr ,,0 pr °S rc ,^ s °( f hc French, who were fully 

bent upon {wallowing up all her Dominions^ 

ovcrrhr^ § CTC<? I™? ! b r him in Flanders, were 

A r^t W i th C ^ c iofs of a S reat of that 

J! Sm % h S de *™z delivered to him upon 

con ^ tIo n . b "t that if ever the Inhabi- 
l^5/rS U D C ^ ^ hc,r ^giance again all their 
of^ndf thr ° u ^o«t the Province 

of Flanders Ihould be prefentlv confifcatcd and 
Put to fale. His Deputy in the Province of Hol- 
land where he could not be prcfent himfelf, 
was the Lord of Montigny Knight of the Golden 

T% ^ Ut UP °? hl . S Soin S into Germany Engelbert 

°t ,f^f 9 him appointed Governor of all 

the Netherlands in his a bfence. This Maximilian 
was afterwards King of the Romans and at length 
Emperor and dy'd in the year 1 5 1 9 . In him 
all theie Low-Countries became annex'd to the 



£?", fc °L A ?$ ria ^ d h y C,1C marriage of his Son 
Philip (behdes whom he hadbv the Princefs Ma- 

ry c°^ Y a °, ne Dau S htcr nam'd Margaret ) to Jane 
of Caftile was founded that mightv Monarchv, 
which enough at this day but of mean account, 
was in the laft age the terror of the Chriftian 

world. 

This Philip was Father to Charles the fifth 
Emperor, and Grandfather to Philip the fecond' 
the rich and mighty King of Spain. And thus 
we have compleated our Caralogue of die EarJs 
of Holland, and Zealand, referring for an ac- 
count of the lives and actions of the three juft 
mention'd, and other fucceeding Princes to the 
dcfcription of thofe Countries wherein they 
ought moil properly to be deliver'd. 
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H E LPHLAND (focal- 
led from the Noble City 
of Delpb) and Scbieland 
( which has its name 
from che Channel Schie 
between Delpb and the 
Mofe ) make the mod 
confiderable part of 
South-//o//rfW 5 both to- 
gether being bounded 
by the Mofe,the Sea,Rb inland, and the Ijfel 5 and a 
good porcion of the former diftricfc from the 

faid Mofe denominated Mofeland, and Maesland 5 
as a certain place upon che Northern bank of 
that River is call'd Maesland fluce h formerly a fmall 
Village, but by means of the Fifhery encreas'd 
of late years to the magnitude of a good Town. 

Vlaerdingen (in Latin Vlacrdinga, and Fladir- 
tinga, and in old writings call'd Flerdlinc, and 
Flaerdinga, and Fleerdinge?i ) is the moft ancient, 
and was formerly the beft fortified Town in Hol- 
land s the word being ufed by Hermannus Con- 
trafius, and other writers of antiquity, to denote 
the whole Province. It had its name from a 
River upon which it ftcod, and of which there 
is mention made in the Archives of Egmond, tho 
there be no part or footfteps of the fame remain- 
ing at this day. The place it felf is equally di- 
stant from Delph and Rotterdam, and at prefent 
is a poor and conccmtiblc Village.being long fincc 
reduc d to a mean condition by the violence and 
encroachments ot the Mofe and the Ocean 

Near the mouth of the Mofe, and about two 
miles from Delpb, and as far from the Hague, is 
Gravefand (mtafi Comitis Arena, fays Blaeu ) for- 
merly a well fortified Town, and the feat of the 
Provincial Eftates, the Earls of Holland having 
alfo had an ancient Cattle here, in which they 
ufualiy fpent the beft part of the Summer, and 
in cafting up the foundations whereof were an 
154* tound feveral curious Earthen Veflels that 
appear d to be fourteen hundred years old. Here 
is ftih a very high Tower, which is beneficial to^ 



Seamen as a mark of direction. The Country 

about Gravefand is the beft in Holland, not only 
abounding in fweet pafture ( to which is owing 
that choice milk whereof are made thofe highly 
valued Gravefand Cheefes ) but alfo bearing very 
good Wheat, and in greater quantity then any 
other part of the Province. Near Gravefand and 
the Village Munfter flood in former ages the Pa- 
lace of the Lords of Polan ( burnt down toge- 
ther with feveral neighbouring Caftles by the 
people of Delpb am 135?) which place with its 
Revenue came to the Family of Naff aw an. 1404, 
and has ever hnce belonged to the Princes of 

Orange. 

Towards Delpb , and to the North-Eaft of 
Gravefand, is a place call'd Watering, formerly the 
feat of an ancient Family, denominated from 
thence^theCaftle whereof was an. 1480 converted 
by William of Naeldwyck. into a Monaftery of 
Ciflertian Monks 5 demolilh'd afterwards about 
the year 1573. 

Naeltwyck. is a good Village, not far from 
whence, at a place call'd Honfelaerdyck* did Henry 
Frederic, Prince of Orange, build a Royal and 
magnificent Palace 5 a place of recefs and diver- 
fion for himielf and fucceflbrs, as often as the 
bufinefs of War, and the public affairs of their 
Country would fufFer them to unbend their 
thoughts. The building it fclf has all that can 
be required for ftate and convenience, confin- 
ing of a great number of Rooms, excellently 
furniuYd and adorn'd with the rareft pictures; 
the whole being begirt and beautified on the 
out-fide with pleafant Walks and Gardens. The 
neighbouring Fields are call'd by one common 
name of Wefiland. , 

About half a League from the Hague (ot 
which place anon ) ftands a confiderable Vil- 
lage call'd Laufdun, ennobled in former ages by 
a Nunnery for perfons of Quality, of the Order 
of St. Bernard 5 and made more memorable b> 
the Interrment of Margaret Countefs of 
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;r~everend Antiquity may command our affent 
lL A ^U its ftories and traditions. Guicciardin in- 
deed credits the matter with the great names 
ciErafmus and Fives, who lie tells us make men- 
of it "m their Commentaries 5 but the in- 
... .Jon which he fays was to be feen in his 
hvs over the Tomb, (the fame that is in Adria- 
ns Junius , and which both Blaeu and ?a?>fcn 
have I foppofe taken verbatim from them) dif- 
fers confidcrably from that which is given us 
\ Conringius^ Mr. Ray, and other late Travel- 



the approach of the French Forces 



in 1672) and 



rion 
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j,' rs . this more modern one containing a 
of what pafs'd between the poor won 
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and making the number of the Children but 3^4. 
Where Doctor Heylin had the additional part 
of the ftory ( which one would think was ftrangc 
enough without it) viz. that one of them, which 
he calls the odd one, was an Hermaphrodite, I 
cannot tell. This incredible fupcrfietation was 
they fay the effect of Divine vengeance upon the 
Countefs, for that flic, doubly uncharitable, not 
only fent away a poor woman from her door 
without alms, but reproach'd her withall of 
adultery, telling her, that the Twins which (he 
carried in her Arms muft certainly have had 
diitinct Fathers, and that it was impofhble for 
any woman to have more then one child at a 
time by one man. Upon this the Beggar, as 
good a Chriftian it feems as the Lady, went away 
muttering to her felf private imprecations, and 

that the other, to convince her of her 
miftake, might have as many Children at a birth 
as there are days in the year 5 which they tell 
us came to pafs accordingly an* 12.76 $ two Brafs 
Bifons, wherein they were all bapriz'd ( the 
Males being call'd John* and the Females Eliza- 
hetb) by Guido Suffragan Bilhop of Vtrecbt, be- 
being fliew n to this day as a confirmation of 
the faid Baptifm, which is briefly exprefc'd in 
thefe few Dutch words, In defe twee beke?is fynalle 
defe Khideren gbedoopt. Thofe it feems were times 
of wonderful rarcundity, for we are told by a 
Polifij Hiftorian of another Lady whofe name 
too, to fee die luck on't, was Margaret, which 
about feven years before {viz- an. 12.6?) was 
dehver'd at Cracow of thirty fix live children. 
Bat to return to Laufdun : over againft the In- 

f'!? nQ u w ' 1Ich Sives a full relation of the fore- 
laid whole ftory , and which is of too great 
length to be tranferib'd here 5 is the Epitaph of 
ft Harding Efquire, keeper of the privv purfe 
to our prefent gracious Monarch in his moil 
unhappy exile , part whereof runs thus — Pcft- 

quam Regi f m Domino in calamitcfis temporibus 
\umma cur a ipifervijfet, fumma conftantia adb*fifet, 
pa aus tandem morbis <5? fenio, vitam claufit, ut vixit y 
\bnjliane 5 <& poft longi exili) err ores, bic requiem 
**»it 9 isr melio * 

Jhz Hague, cdY dby the Dutcb denHaghe, and 
P bravenbagbe (that is the Grove of the Earls or 
rorreliors) and in latin Haga comitis,\s Ctuate not 

if J V 1 theSea > bcin S ditlant from Delpb one 
^rgc league, from Leyden two and from Rotter- 
' tnree. Ic glorvs in being the principal 
uagc in Europe 5 altho it was feveral vears ago 
encompafs'd with a broad Ditch, and not onlv 
^pys the pnvilcdges of a City, but is alfo fo 
t&V 7 dl P«>PlU and fo delicately built , 
refn ° m r Iate trav ellcrs have reckon'd it indiofe 

j-ipectS kCOnd tO nn r>!l^ in rhic PrnVin^ Kilt 

(Mfterdam. 
Prcsdth of 



the civihty of its inhabitants 5 which to^e- 

t^U? ld A 0tbcr Pe / U,iar Vantages, render iz 
in th. judgment of many as pleafant a place as 

On the Delft fide of it lies an extent of lovely 
Meadows, oppofitc to which on the other fide 
are tiic fan dy Hills that keep in the Sea, which 
is not above half a League off, and to which 
leads a way cut between this Town and Scbeve- 
hng - a work, as Sir William Temple tells us, that 
might have become the old Romans, confident 
how foon it was com pleated. This is a hollow 
ltrait pav'd way 5 thc charges in making where' 
or will in fome years be fufficientlv repaid to 
the States by a conftant Toll exadted of all paf 
tensers (except thc FiOiermen of Scbeveling ) a t 
the entrance of the fame 5 the revenue that arifes 
m that manner being judgd to amount to four 
thoufand Gilders per ann. On that fide which 
is towards Leyden ftands a large Wood, confin- 
ing of many thoufands of Trees, the greatefl pare 
whereof are Oaks, of which there are hardlv any 
more to be found in this Province. It is faid 
by Blaeu to be from the Gate call'd the Wood- 
Gate, or the laft of thc Princes Buildings about 
1 500 paces long, but nothing near fo broad, 
and to be well ftor'd widi Deer, Hares, and other 
Game 5 being alfo of ordinary ufe to the inhabi- 
tants of the Hague, for diverting thcmfelves by 
walking and taking the frefo air. In the faid 
Wood ftands a fair Bailding, which may well 
ferve for a place of pleafure , tho defign'd at 
firft for a Houfe of Mourning by a late 
difconfolate Princefs of Orange. There is a fpa- 
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to no place in this Province but 
. l c is highly commended for the 
ri n lc i Scrccts > the ftatelinefs of its Build- 
( thr^ r lha ? ulef s of its walks befet with Trees, 
1 0 t0 ^wnat impar'd in this particular upon 

Netherlands. 



cious Garden, and many pleafant Walks adjoin- 
ing to it 5 and in the entrance thereof on the right 
hand are two white Marble Statues reprefen ting 
William thc Firft and Prince Maurice, and on 
the left two others bearing the Images of Prince 
Henry Frederic and William the Second. Farther 
in, on the left hand, is a Chamber floar'd with 
Cedar, and hung from top to bottom with cu- 
rious Rcprefentarions of Prince Henrys exploits. 
On the top in a Lan thorn is a Gallery for Mu- 
fick, and in the middle of the Seeling thc Picture 
of Amalia, Wife to Prince Henry Frederic, in 
mourning for her decealed Husband 5 there 
being this infcription put round the Gallery it 
felf in Gold Letters ( as we have it , together 
with the forefaid account, and feveral other 
particulars, out of the private obfervations of a 
late ingenious Traveller ) Fr. Henrico. Princ. Araus. 
Ipfum. Sefe. Z/nico. Ipfo. Dignrtm. Lucius. Et Amoris. 
Aetemi. Mon. Amalia. De. Sclms. Vidua. Inconfola- 
bilis. Marito. bicompardbili. P. The Princes Palace 
(call'd the Princen-Hoff) was about the year 1250 
built by William the iccond, Earl of Holland and 
King of the Romans 5 who much taken with the 
pleafant fituarion of the Hague , remov'd alfo 
the Court of Holland from Gravefand to this 
place. Part of thc old Buildings of the faid Pa- 
lace is ftill to be feen 5 and the Hall thereof 
(which is furrounded on the infidc like Weftminfter- 
Hall with Stationers and Pidture-fellers) is report- 
ed to be cover'd and fupported by Beams and Raf 
tersoflrifh Wood, which erroneoufiyis reported 
to be a perfect ft ranger both to Spiders and rottcn- 
nefs. The whole at prefent, taking in that Royal 
palace ( for fuch it feems ) added by Maurice of 
Naffaw, between the Pond and the other iEdifi- 
ces, is a very noble and ample Building , con- 
taining the Princes Lodgings, thc meeting houfc 
of the States of Holland and Zealand, as alfo of 
the fupremc Provincial Court of Judicature infti- 
tuted 1 5 S *,to fupply the place of that of Mecb- 
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lin 5 the Jurisdiction of which laft continues in 
the Spanifh Netherlands to this day. It is for- 
tified with good Ditches, and at the feveral gates 
of it is conftant watch kept by the Princes guards. 
On the North fide is die foremen tion'd large 
pond, the banks whereof are adorn'd and fha- 
ded with ftatelv Linden or Tiel Trees which 
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.nd much frequented in 
the Summer feafon. We need not I think tell 
the Reader that the affemblies of the States ge- 
neral are likewife held in this place. The Jaco- 
bins Cloifter is ftill call'd the Cloifter Church, 
and there is another Church built feveral years 
ago of a round figure, without any pillar with- 
in, and on the outfide fo fair and beautiful that 
it can hardly be parallel'd throughout the feven- 
teen Provinces. There are two very fine Piazzas 
one before and the other behind the Princes pa- 
lace, where all the houfes are fuch that in another 
place they would be acccounted palaces them- 
felvcs. Here are the Embaffadors of foreign 
Frinccs lodg'd and accommodated, and in this 
part of the Town are alfo the Habitations of 
the States general , every City having built a 
houfe for its Deputies , among which fome e- 
iteem that of Ley den to excel all the reft. The 
houfe built here purpofely for cafting of Cannon, 
was nnifh'd in one Summer , during the heat 
of our fine Englifh War with them, and was 
look a upon by judicious men rather like a de- 
iign of vanity in their Government then necef- 
flcy or ufe. Anno 1661 there was a Hofpital 
founded here by one Newport a Woollen draper, 
who being a Roman Catholick defign'd it for the 
fupport of 60 poor Widdows of his own religi- 
on, but was fain to compound with the States, 
and be contented to have half the number fuch' 
and the other half Proteftants. It is built very 
uniform, and is reported to have as many Gar- 
dens in the middle as equal the forefaid number 
of Women. The Market-place is near the great 
Church, which is adorn'd with a high fquare 
Tower or fteeple 5 and in the Delices de la Hollande 
mention is made of a fine Street, not finifh'd, and 
call die fife dn Prince, or the Princes Channel 
The language which is fpoke here is obferv'd 
to be die moft mrxt and corrupted and yet the 
moft fafhionable in Holland, which muft be im- 
puted to the confluence of Embafladors with 
their numerous attendants from all Countries 
111 Europe. The Epitaph of the Heer Opdam, is 
to be feen in 4 labels hanging down from a 
liateiy marble Canopy, fupported by 4 pillars 
oyer his ftatue in armoury in old St. James s 
Church : which we may be furc is not fparin* 
m his commendation how bafely foever other 
toJks are kick d and beaten to fet off his Prowefs 

Honor 1 <S Gloria herois illuftrijfzmi 1* ex vetufkiffimk 
Nobihtatis Batamc* familia per continuant 4 te&i- 
mam jucceffionem frognati. D. Jacobi Dynaft* de Wat 



The Inhabitants of the Hague are reo 
former ages to have refus'd all offers ^ m 
wall about and fortify the place 5 accou t0 
far lefs credit for them to be pofTHVri ^? tlr 
nary City, then of the chief Village L °^ 
this humour coft them very dear whm k? 6 ' U£ 
Rafheim, General of the Duke of GeldrVsT^ 
invited by their defencelefs condition as wir' ' 
great riches, thought it worth while only f n 1 
plunder of the Hague to make an inrode th Zlf 
nofmall danger to himfelf, into, andbS» 
very heart of Holland. The municipal Gov C 
mcnt of the place it felf is much after the m 
ner of the other Towns of Holland for it hZ^' 
Priors its Confuls and Efchcvins, un£Z 
jurifdiction of whom arc alfo comprehend^ 
Schevehng, Eycl>erduynen*nd part of LcofdJen 
And thus much may fuffice concerning this * 
ble Village 5 for an accurate description of J 
parts of it as well as of all other places of note 
and eminency in this Province, with a fujj <>r 
count or every tiling relating to them, wouid 
fwell this Volume far beyond its proper bounds 
and intended porportion to the reft of "rhr 
work- 

Famous Men of this place, commended bv 
the Dutch for their learning, writings or profound 
judgment are, Johannes de Haga, otherwife call'd 
Johannes de Indagine, Gulielmus Gnaph<t>us a Co- 
median 5 Johannes fecundus, who writ the Po 
em caird Ba% Juftus Velfius, a Phyfitian and 
Inilofopner of great note : befides manv ethers 
for whom we refer the Reader to Guicciardinzni 
Blaeus account of this place. 

Scheueling is lialf an hours journy or abouta 
large Englijb mile from the Hague, feated on die 
Sea, which alimoft yearly carries away fome 
part of it, whereby it has fuffer'd fo much all- 
ready that of a place of good note it is become 
a fmall inconfiderable Village. And yet it frill 
retains its ancient pr iviledges, and we are told 
that no malefactor can be condemned at die 
Hague, unlefe the Schepens ( which fome tranf- 
late Conftables ) of Scheveling pafs the fentence. 
Of the fine way made between it and the Hague 
we have fpoken allready. Here is, or at Jcait 
was not many years ago, fhewn the flying or fay- 
ling Chariot wherein the famous Prince Maurice 
was wont fometimes to divert himfeJf upon the 
Sea fhore. Divers credible Authors tell us that 
iuch Chariots are commonly us'd in the Cham- 
pion Countries of China 5 but perhaps fcarce 
made with fo great artifice as this, the motion 
of which did far exceed the fpeed of the bell 
fayling fmp, in the open Sea, and driven by the 
faireft wind. Tho the wind were in it felf very 
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fwjft and ftrong, yet to paflengers in this Cha- 
riot it would not be difccrnable at all, becaufe 
they and it went with an equal fwiftnefs. Men that 

fewer, Domini inOpdum "f-T ran as f^.* 5 thev couId poffibly beforeit feem'd 

laffi &c. Reb JprlclZ' lerra TJn &1 ^ha- to go backwards and meet it,thuigs which fem'd 
tJL^ A?,:Jlrnl iare terr ? ™ mi r e . *» at a great diftance beine orefenrlv arriv'd atand 

left behind. 



fitancrum cMe magnate onujim p/da, domum 
redtjf fed <sr tnfreto Baltico, ubi /ulfis Jdverfarijs 

J f M Majeflaten Republic* aferuit d ftabUi- 

rL rffT C0Htra Vniverfam regiam Anglo- 

rumdafem cum paucis fortijfime dimicam, <s? uL 
dique cm£l*s, „ e fi c quidem ^ h f A hZ?" 

Sua turn, Herculeo exemplo flammis -via J abi Jd 



In two hours time it would pafs 

W u- 1? 8 P erfons ia ic bomScheveling to Putten, 
which places are diftant from each other above 
14 Holland Leagues or Milliaria Horaria diac is 
above 42 Englijh miles. Grotius has a great ma- 
ny Epigrams nnd Copies of verfes upon this fa- 
mous invention and the Author of it (to be ken 
in Blaeus Theatr.) who was one Simon Stevinuspi 
exceUent Mathematician. The form of this 
Machin ( the motion whereof was much admir'd 
by the Ingenius Peire^kjus) is related to have been 
very fimple and plain, the body being fomewiiac 
like a Boat, moving upon 4 wheels of equal big- 

nefs, with two {^ils like thofe in a fhip x there be- 
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ing a certain 
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hind moft 



1 tiieir wings, 



^o^his wastobe'doneeithe.-byTettiTg then? ^S^IT^ ^J^f^ 
V iom the fail, or turning it from the wind, could to carry ofFthdr voSn- -£ood S t'7 

being grown too heaw ( f or this hW-r V • i 
month of May) the otner"perf fted £ oht 
nately to cover and fhclter them with tl 
that in feveral places they were obferv'd by t - 
Cinzens to be conf U ni'd and mix their aScs to" 
gether About i 7 or tg.vears ago there dwelt 
m this Town one Jean Vander Me%, an A Pot £ 
cary who had a Mufeum well ftor'd w&° nt 
tural and artificial rarities, feveral of wEh ™ 
mennond by Mr Say, who alfo informs Ss of 
a Chirurgical and Anatomical Theatre where 

h£i ar f? [ WCr£ T d CVery 7^^nd in which 
kewife were divers cunofities to be fecn. Delf 

is chiefly noted for earthen ware, as ftone jugs', 
pots &c. of which great plenty is made there 
and one tell us that about 40 or 50 vears a-o it 
conuiled mainly of Brewers, but it appears An- 
other more modern Writers that it is fince very 



There is a fort of little VefTel in this Province, 
capable of one or two perfbris , the bottom 
whereof is like a fledge, and which is driven with 
a fail upon the Ice 5 being alfo fo much in the 
nature of a Boat, that if the Ice fhould break 
the pafTengers would be fecur'd from all danger, 
being able, as we are told to profecute their 
journv in the water. 

Delf, Velph, or J>elft ( call'd in Latin Delfum 
and Delphi ) took its name from the Dyke, or 
Channel, ( a Ditch in Dutch being call'd Delf) 
cue between the Hague and it, and from thence 
parting between Rotterdam and Schidam to the 
Mofe. It is diftant (according to Blaeu) from 
Rotterdam two Leagues 3 and Mr. Ray favs it is 
three Dutch miles from thence : from whence to 
this place he travcll'd by Boat in two hours. 
It is a large, neat, and ftately built City 3 having 
fpatious Streets, through moft of which run 
currents of water. The Stadthoufe is a very 
handfom ftructurc 5 and its two C! arches, one 
whereof is call'd the old, the other the new Kirk, 
are alfu large and ample Buildings. In the mid- 
dle of the Quire in the new Kirk , is a Noble 
Monument erected to the memory of rhe fa- 
mous William the firft, Prince of Orange, (bar- 
baroLifly afTaffinated in this place) the Infcrip- 
tion whereof is in thefe words. D. 0. M Et 



JEtern<£ memorise Gulielmi Najfavij, fupremi Araw 
fionenfium Principis. Patr. Patr. Qui Belgij for- 
tur.is fuas pofthabuit isr fuorum. Validiffnnos Exer- 
tiius are plurimum privato bis conferipfit, bis induxit. 
Grdinum aujpicijs Hifpaniez Tyrannide?n propulit. 
Verx rtligionis cultum^ amtas Patr<£ leges 3 revo- 
caoit, reftituit. Ipfam denique Libert at em tantum 
non a/fertam , Mauritio Principi 5 pat erne vzrtutis 
hxredi Jilio, ftabiliendam reliquit. Herois verepiL 
frudentis, invitli, qziem Philip. II. Hifp. R. Europe 
timortimuit 5 non domuit non terruit 5 fed empto 
percufore fraude nefanda fuftulit. Faderat. Belg, 
ProTjinc.perenne memor. monum. Fee. The Infcrip- 
uori of old Van Trumps Monument, fet up like- 
^lie by the States in the old Kirk, is allreadv de- 
liver d oy us in our general Defcription of the 

united Netherlands. The Town of Delft is fitu- 
aced in a Plam, amongft pleafants Meadows, 
winch ly fo low that at certain feafons, efpeciallv 
as we are told in les Delices de la Holland when die 
worth eaft wind blows,upon opening their fluces 
I two or which are exceeding large) they mav be 
auoverflovn. The Town it felf was built bv 
™$p the crooked, Duke ofLorrain? who bv the 
quittance of the Bifhop of V trecht made himfel£ 
waiter ot this Country for the Ihort fpace of four 
^rs. It was afterwards taken by Albert of 'Bazta- 
ria iiavmg endur'd a fiege of fix or feven weeks 5 
and becaufe the Citizens had received and fa vour d 

\rrl n u m l^ the faction of the Hoec£s, hecaus'd 
£to be cUfinantl'd 3 dieCaftle being quite puli'd 
™, and the Inhabitants find ten thoufand 
frowns as fatisfa<5tion for their offence. An. 
th? I a C ha PP e « 3 d a dreadful fire by which 
tht r part of this P ,ace wa s utterly ruin'd, tho 
«: lamcwas afterwards rebuilt ina morebeauti- 

vnn^ ann f • T 3 hc S r ateful careanddiligencc of the 
fi " n f r s «m*s in feeding the old ones when be- 

con^ Unable to ftift for themfdves is defervedly 
tion o/n ^ at f d b y Pfarjbut in the faid conflagra- 
tunl iL ( e ^ wasa Sweater evidence of na- 
rathpr ?i VC ( V llch nevcrthdds thev fay defcends 
r cllen abends) given on the other fide 5 for 



mucii decay'd as to its trade of Beer, as well as 
tnac other of Cloth 3 the decay of the latter of 
whicn (tho at prefent their mam trade,upon their 
skill in making whereof they very much value 
themfelves) I fuppofemuft be imputed to the dif- 
ferences which happening between the Citizens 
and them, arove awavour Merchants and c?us'd 
them to fettle at Rotterdam. The Masiftracv of 
this place the walls and other defences where- 
of are infigmficant compar'd with the modern 
fortifications of Europe) is made up of a Prartor 
2. Burgomafters, feven Efchevins, and f brtv Sena- 
tors 5 thefe laft being call'd here as in other Towns 
of Holland the Vroedfchap. The Pras tor, ConfuJ* 
and Efchcvins are I fu ppofc a tthisdav asformerlv 
(that is before the year t6$o) chofen out of a 
double number prefented to the provincial Go- 
vernor or Stadtholder. But if we believe a ver^ 
credible traveller, the Government of tin's place 
is muchalter'd fince the difma! year 1^725 for 
he tells us that the administration of it was but 
a few years fince in the hands of four Burgoma- 
fters each of whom continued as long as the 
Prince thought fit, fome one, others two, and 
fome again three years 5 which is verv different 
from their ancient condkuzion. In Otlcber an. 
1654 a. vaft Magazine of Powder, belonging to 
the whole body of the Union, and kept here, was 
unaccountably blown up 5 die violence of the 
fame beingfogreat that fcarceany Building pub- 
lick or private throughout the whole Town 
efcap'd being lefs or more endamniag'd therebr. 
The Continuator of John Cl.wer fays that two 
hundred of theneareft houfes were beaten down, 
a vaft number of pcrfbns being wounded, ( tho 
but fifty {lain outright ) and two or three young 
children, as likewife two men very aged and de- 
crepit, found without any harm done them un- 
der the ruins. A late traveller tells us that the 
ftreets on both fides of it were quite overturn 'd, 
and the windows torn to pieces a mile trorn the 
place 3 and that the Inhabitants teli a itory of a 
young child fet in a chair to learn to go, which 
was found 24 hours after the blow under the 
rubhifh, unhurt and playing with a piece of 
bread : as alfo another of a paynter in Dole- 
ftreet who was found dead with his hand upon 
a deaths picture which he had been drawing, 
and of which his evil fate (if we may fo term 
it, tho common to him with multitudes of o- 
thers) had now made him a more lively repre- 
fentation. 

Aegydius Delphius defervs to be comrnemora- 
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ted for his intimate acquaintance with the great 
'Erafmus. Adamus Sasbotus was a great divine 5 
and' well skill'd in the the- Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew Tongues. He was profeflbr of Divinity 

at Lovain, where he dyed an. i$5 3- Chriftianus 
Adricomius was excellently vers'd in the Ecclcfi- 
aflical Hiflory and Antiquities. Pontus Heute- 
rus has purchased an immortal name by his wri- 
tings concerning the affairs of Burgundy and Bel- 
gium. He was born at Delf an. 1535 and dyed 
in the year 1602. Cornelius Grotius is recorded to 
have been an excellent Civilian, a familiar ac- 
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we Oimc jouannes isziynius, nugp diusius, imc/suet 

Vofmerus, with other learned men to be found 
in Blaeu 5 but we cannot pafs by Frederic Henry 
Prince of Grange, to whofe valour thefe Coun- 
tries are fo much indebted for the advancement 
of their power, and enlargement of their Ter- 
ritory. The Delphois are very (hy of owning 
( of whom indeed they have no great reafon to 
brag ) David George , one of the Alonfters of 
thefe latter ages, ( who with his Countryman 
Jobn of Ley den may well be eall'd the Dutch 
Nailer and Muggleton) and born alfo in this Town. 
He was of very obfeure parentage, and utterly 
void of learning, being by Trade a Painter 5 yet 
did he gain many Difciples and fubferibers to 
his brutilh and blafphemous Doctrines, which 
were much of the fame (lamp with thofe of the 
Anabapriitical Rabble at Munfter in Wefiphalia 5 
one or which bleffed gang he himfelf had for- 
merly been. Not daring to tarry any longer 
in thefe parts, for fear of the Magiftrates, who 
began to make enquiry after his life and dam- 
nable principles, he fled to Bafil, where he went 
for fome time by the name of John Brucquy 5 
but finding hirnfclf like to be di (cover d there 
alfo, upon the Apoftacy of one of his principal 
Difciples and Champions, he became very much 
afflicted in mind, and with meer grief as was 
fuppofed, ended his execrable life 5 which hap- 
pen d about the year 1 5 56 . the Civil Magiftrate 
of that place caufing his Goods to be confif- 
cated, and inflicting fuch exemplary punifhment 
as it was capable of undergoing upon his wret- 
ched Carta fe. 

Delfshaven ( which word needs no explicati- 
on ; is about half a League from Rotterdam, and 
stands at the mouth of the Channel that paffes 
trom Delfto the Mofe, and was in Blaeu s time 
a well peopled Village, fubfifting efpeciaUy by 
Navigation, and enjoying the benefit of a good 
Port It fends forth feveral BuiTes, or fmaller 
Veffcls fox -the Herring Filing , the proper 
Station whereof is at the place they thence 
call the Bufe-Gat. The liberty to mate a Port 
ocFond Overfchie is recorded to have been in- 

of D d 7^ DU 1 kC Alb Tr ° f «> Aofc 

ot Delft for the good fer vices they had rendered 

lZ A b T I tolerable Court and Church 3 and 
is defended by three ftrong banks (eall'd the 

l^'^f 9 thC S£a ; b ^ and the Matenefe-b^nl : ) 
asainit the rs grc. nf T.-mr,^ j r _. * J - J 



dam is a plao 

efpeciaUy by a charter of Florentine fif* P f^ 
by Boxhornius out of the Archives of the Monaft * 
ry of Rhinburg, and to be feen in his TheatrT 
Hollands It is faid to have been endow'd with tY 
priviledges of a City an. 1 2 74 ,and from that zUl 
to the year 1300 to have gone by the name f 
New-Dam. Saint Liduin or Liduit celebrated f 
her patience under pain and mifery, is recorded 
to have rlourifh d here about the year 142 
whofe bones were convey 'd by Arch-Duke M 5 
and Ifabella to Bruxels, and whofe life and action! 
are faid to have been delivered to pofterW bv 
Thomas a Kemp's. The Inhabitants of SchiedJ 
are reported ftudioufly to retain their andentfirT 
piicity s and to apply themfelves either to tV 
Hernng-fiihing , or to the mating of nets or 
elfe to navigation into remote Countries. T t 
not without Confuls and Efchevins, under whofe 
junfdicrion are aifo feveral adjacent Villages 
In paying of contributions Roon y Hoochvliet P en 
drecht 9 and other places beyond, as Iitewifc £ 
tel and the ancient Vlaenlingen on this fide the 
Mcfe, came under Schidam. 

Gerard and Martin of Schiedam are comme- 
morated by Trithemius ( by whom the Gift of 
them is corruptly eall'd Stredamus) and others 
for learned Men. 
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Schie gives name to 
, (at which place it is 
itopt and commanded by a fluce) 
and together with the River 
Goude and the Mofe mates a kind 



SvV ^ fanIfland ^cludingthatCho- 
Dy te-Terntory,caird Schifland. Scht 



Rotterdam, the principal City in SchielanL is 
fituate upon the Mofe, at the mouth of the Ri- 
ver Rotta or Rotter ( from whence it is denomi- 
nated ) and is cuftant from Schiedam one, from 
G0*<te three and from Per/ about as man? 
Leagues The frory of its being founded in the 
ot C bn ^ Sp by ancRut€riuS9 t he twenty 
third King of the Frances, will I think hardly ob- 
tain credit altho it be related by Guicciardin 
and pohn veiy aiTerted by others, and particular^ 
/ nthemtus It is of a triangular figure, and fo 
far increas d in bignefs of late years, that a mo- 
dern traveller fuppofes it to exceed any Citv in 
Holland except Amfterdam , and perhaps Leyden. 
Cotiringius tells us that this City has of late pur- 
™4f. fcveraJ Villages, and divers points of jn- 
nfdiccion, which were wanting to it before the 
Belgick troublesj and that the dayly concourfe 
of Alerchants to Rotterdam ( invited thither by 
the priviledges of the place and commodiouf- 
neis or its harbour ) is fo great, that the Magi- 
ltrates nnd it neceffary almoft every year to con- 
trive for the enlargement of its Area and the 
taking in of more ground. In Blaeus time the 
plat of it was recton'd to contain 144 acres and 
435 perches, (above double the quanritv of 
ground which it pofTefs'd not long before/ and 
yet it has fince that been much farther cnlarg d 
by the addition of feveral ftreetsof new build- 
m 8f The ftreets are generally pav'd with brick, 

- u •i Pt cxcccdin B clean 5 and the houfes be- 
ing built flopeing, that is much narrower at bot- 
tom then top , feem continually to threaten 
a downfall The Senat houfc, and the Burfeor 
Exchange, are the chief of its publict ftru<5ftires; 
except St. Laurences Church, which is the largeft 
or four in this City, and from the top of the 
Tower whereof you have a clear profped: of 
-Delft, the Hagiie* Leyden, Dort and the greatetf 
part of South- Holland. Near the fame Church 
is a little houfe, where nevcrthelefs the great 
Erajmus was born : over the door whereof is 
placed his picture, and on one fide of that this 

Diltich : 

JEdibus his onus mundum decorauit Erafmus, 
Artibusinginuis, Religzone fide. 

Undo: 
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Undct it in Sfanifh this: 

En eflacafa esnafcido Erafmo Theologo celebrado 5 
Par doclrina fennaladoja pur a fee nos a revelado. 

With this other in Latin : 

Fatalis Jeries nobis invidit Erafmum 5 
At defiderium t oiler e no?i potuit. 

BeHdes thefe 4 Dutch Verfes, as we have them 

from Conringius : 

/;/ dit buys is ghebooren 

Erafmus Vermaert 
Die Godts woort uytverkoom 

Ons wel heeft Verkfaert. 

On the great bridge in the Market-place (which 
is very fpacious ) ftands a ftately brafs ftatucof 
the Erafmus, in a furr d Crown, and with a 
round cap on, ^ and a book of the fame Mettal 
h one hand, the other being held upon the fame 
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pofture mat it gives occafion to 
tlx common peoples Handing piece of Drollery 

ccounzit) viz^. that every time this fta- 
z...c hears the Clock ftrike it turns over a leafe. 
Upon the Pedeiial , which is of grey Marble, 
arc ( bzfides a long ftory in Loip-Dutrh) the fol- 
lowing Infcripzions. 

Bsrhariae talem fe debellaior Erafmus, 
Maxima pars Batavi ?iomi?izs, ore tulit. 

Reddidit e?z Fat is ars obluciata finifiris 
Be tanto (polio natla qucd Vrna -viro eft. 

hgenij c^lefie jubar, majufque caduco 
Tempore qui reddat, folus Erafmus erit. 

On the Weft fide in Capital Letters 

Defiderio Erafmo, magno fcientiarum at que liter a- 
turtz politioris vindici et Inftauratori vero 3 fieculi fui 
primario civi omnium praftavtiflimo, ac nominis im- 
momlitatem fcriptis arvit : *i>is jure confecuto. S. P. 
Q<_ Rotercdamus, neqncd tantis apud fe fuofque pofle- 
rosvirtutibus premium deefet, ftatuam banc ex <zre 
publico erigendam curaverunt. But leaft hereby 
there ihouid not be fufficient honour done to 
the TOrth and memory of this learned man his 
picture alfo taken 4 years before his death, and 
icnt hitner by the Magistrates of Bafil is hung 
lip in a publick place. It reprefents him but to 
tae miadle as is exprefs'd by this Epigram. 

Ingens Ingentem quern perfonat Orbis Erafmum, 
Hac tibi dimidium pifta Tabella refert. 

^ cur non totum ? mirari define Leclor : 
Integra nam totum terra nec ipfa capit. 

Rotterdam has a good Port, fbips of great bur- 
tnen coming up in deep Channels into the heart 

«gcr, and lade and unlade their commodities 

Writ ^ doors 5 nor havc we an y late 
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u.,, In , lt ' vl «ch w e arc told in Us delices de la 

Cfj W u CO no P ur P°ft. tho with great la- 
Rain b cfaar S c > endeavour'd to be got up a- 
WivcST ° r j°- nc of ^ Qtizens exercife any 

of wh,Vk\ , c fs wc reckon their Beer fucn, 
to Am» j Y brew Srcat quantides, tranfported 
tie xrn as WcU as to the neighbouring Ci- 
thetiml Vj i ,a S cs ' and that efpeciaUy fince about 
<nic of our Englifo Merchants removal from 

Netherlands. 



D*/jf* to this place altho our ftaole traA? ~» 

every hour in the dav ^1 • ^ 

lor term of Jife, and when anv of them dyes the 
Provincial Governor, or Stadtholde? 
for his fucccflbr one of the three prefented to 

uv 7 t that remain - T hefe 24 choofc S 

publick Officers out of their own number! and 
particularly as Conringius informs us, the three 
Confuls and feven Efchevins 3 this being done 
yearly upon the firftof May, and thofe having 
the power of Electors who happen to draw ffvl 
black Beans out of the number of twenty four - 
and are confin d in their choice to the remaining 
nineteen. This City was the birth of Arnold™ 
de Rotterodamts an Hifiorian, and Gulielmus Dye- 
menus commended at a very high rate bv Blaeu 
tor his excellent parts and extraordinary skill in 

1%vaV r but iC , S 3 re; } teft Slory is the unpa- 
iraiXei d Erafmus? born here a*, dbw. 14^7. of 
whofe life we (hall givca brief account, but (hall 
not naftily undertake a Character of his pcr- 
ion and Learning 5 which are not to be 
mention d but with deliberation and refpect 
His Fathers name was Gerard h and his Mother 

Margaret, was Daughter of one Peter 
a Phyfitian of Sevenbergen, from winch place 
Blaeu lirnames his Father Sevenbergen fis. It is 
confefs'd by all diat they were not iolemnly mar- 
ry d but it is not deny'd that they had been pri- 
vately contraaed, and that nothing hinder'd 
the publick celebration of Matrimony between 
them, but the oppofition of his parents, who 
were fo obftinatcly bent upon compelling him 
to take holy Orders, that he flole away from 
them, and went to Rome, where he got a com- 
petent livelihood by tranferibing of Books , 
Trmang being yet fcarce heard of in the World! 
Erafmus himfelf being about nine years old was 
fent to Daventer School, where Alexander Hegius 
and Zinthius began to teach a fomewhat more 
polite fort of Learning then the World had for 
feveral ages been accuftom'd to. His Father dy- 
ing left what would have been fufficient for liis 
maintenance and education, had the Guardians 
appointed by him prov'd honcft in their dif- 
charge of their truft 5 but having dealt unfaitlifully 
by him, they refblv'd to rid their hands of their 
burthenfome Pupil by thruftLng him into a Mo- 
nastery and making him renounce the World 
before he knew any thing of it. In ihorr, lighting 
upon an old School-Fellow in the Abbey of 
Steyn near Goude, he there tarry *d fo long as to 
become Profefc'd, ( tho much againft the grain ) 
from whence he was afterwards taken by the 
Bifhop of Cambray, and fent to the Univerfity of 
Paris, with very large promifes, but fuch as were 
never attended with -the leaft performance. 
From thence he returned to die fame Bifhop, and 
from hina into his own Country, but coming 
back again he fpent fome years at Paris, from 
whence being at length driven away by the 
plague he betook himfelf to Louvain. Some 
time after he was invited by feveral Learned 
Men, to come into England, where he was in 
very high eftcem, and where he had been be- 
fore to fee Montjoy formerly his Difciplc and now 
his Patron, but not over liberal. To conclude 
he travclTd afterwards into Italy, fpending a 
year at Bono?iia? and parting thence to Venice and 
Padua, and at laft to Rome, where his great fame 
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had arrived long before him: and having fecn 
England a third time,he was at laft invited by Mary 
Queen of Hungary into , where he fell 

fick and dv'd in the fevenriech .rear of his age, 
vizZ*n. Dom. 1536. He was of a very fickly con- 
ftitution, being frequently afflicted with Agues, 
cfpcciallv in the Lent ; which was imputed chief- 
ly r 0 his eating of filh, the very fmell whereof 
was alwavs ofKrnflve unto him. 

Goude,' formerly the fifth ( before it gave place 
to Amfterdam ) but now the fixth and laft of the 
o-reat Towns of HMand, is alfo ficuate in Scbie- 
%nd 9 being live Leagues from Leyden, andftand- 

conHucnce of the Iff el and the 
kit the City it fclf in the 
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ordure is conftantly wafo'd away 5 fo that h 
Town being befides at fome diftance from \h 
it enjoys a very good Air, and is reported 
to have been always free from the Plague 1 
is encompafsd with an infinite number of d I 
cate Gardens, not to be mate h'd in many or h 
places 5 which cannot feem ftrange if it b c t 
that a great part of the Citizens are fu c h me 



in 2 upon tne 

Gourde, from w^cn ._. . 

judgment of the learned Junius? had its name, 
the word fignirying both the Bank and Channel 
of a watcr-courfe. It was founded under Florent 
the Fifth, in the year 1272 (or according to 
Junius 62. ) and at the fame time adorn'd with 
many Priviledges 3 but about an hundred years 
after, it was burnt down to the ground 5 as like- 
wife in the year 1420, in the courfc of the War 
between Jacqnelbi of Bavaria, and Philip of Bur- 

gundy. 

This City (which is almoft of a round figure ) 
ftands upon a moorifh foil, and the Country 
about it lies fo level, diat by their Sluccs in 
twentr-fbur hours the neighbouring fields may 
be all drown'd 3 and then can no enemy ap- 
proach it but upon two high Banks caft up upon 
each fide of the Ifel, which arc alfo fo well 
guarded with proper fortifications, that theftron- 
geft forces would be obstructed that way, the 
place it fclf being begirt with fo broad and deep 
a Ditch, that the like is not frequently to be met 
with elfcwhere. The Ifel indeed is but a Ri- 
vulet, fcarcc capable in the Summer-time of fmall 
Boats, as it runs from Ifelfiein to Montfort and 
fo to Oudwater-, but when it arrives at this Town 
it becomes a considerable ftream, and may dc- 
fcrve the name of a River. Here was formerly 
good Caftle wherein were kept the Archives of 



fons as have fought out a retreat from the v<JrU 
and devoted the remainder of their lives to o< 
and pleafure. Within the Diftrict of GcufcT 
rcckon'd the Villages of Blommendael y Gouder f 
( half of which, and of Stolmck , famous f 0r 
Cheefes, is under the Bailv wick- of > , JCS 



juv^ana, duu wiicrcot mere is nothing now re- 
maining but its high Tower. It has a very large 
Market-place, in die middle of which ftands 
the Town-Hcufe, and near it the great Church, 
laid to exceed in bignefs the Cathedral ofColen, 
but for fome rime depriv'd of its ftately Tower, 
which together with the Church was burnt by 
Lightning about the year 1552, as is exprefs'd 
( according to the old way of not reckoning D 
a numeral Letter ) in thefe two Verfes : 

LVX bis fena fVIt IanI, bora Vefpere nona 
CVMfaCra lohannlVVL Cano CorrVlt Aedes. 

The whole Fabrick was afterwards repair d at a 
prodigious ex pence 3 being rendcr'd indeed more 
glorious and fplendid then before. It is defer- 
ycdly admird for the painting of its Windows 
in which refpect it will hardly admit of any Ri- 
val. An. 1438 happen d fo dreadful a Confla- 
gration at Goude that there were but five Houfes 
left Handing in the whole Town. The Citizens 
arc commended for moderating their expences 
in Building, their Houfes being for the moft 
part neat and handfom rather then large and 

b?f& J < " ^° 1C F kcC 15 kepC ^cccdinl clean 
' cn \ mummdc of ^ater and fmalle? Cur- 

~ r m u Clthcr cIofc i ^ or unde * almoft 
cv^ / Houfe 3 by means whereof, and the Tide 

vhxn comes up the Ifel, all manner of dL and 



-va?iSteyn, Reewick.* a Alannour Houfc of th 
noble and ancient Family of the Bredercde 
lately extinct, <&c. with other places to be ken 

in Conringius, to whom we mult generally refer 
the Reader for things of this nature. 

Henricus de Gouda, an Auguftin Frier, was i 
great repute at Heydelberg about the year 142? 
Gulielmus Hermannus ( whom Erafmus affirm ci 
to be inter DoRos optimum, inter optimos docUffi- 
mum ) was alfo born at Goude 3 as were befides" 
Magdalius Jacobus a Dominican 5 Jacobus Gouda- 
nus 3 Gulielmus a Gouda 5 Renerus Snoyus a Phvfi- 

tian, who was employed by his Country in the 
quality of Ambaflador both into England and 
Venmar^ and became more famous bv publilh- 
mg his thirteen Books, which he entituled Rerum 
Batavicarum, iS'c. he dyed at this place an. 1537. 
To thefe muft bc added Cornelius Loofius, who 
wrote divers Theological Tra&s, and feems (tho 
otherways very defcrvmg ) not to be omitted 
in this place, becaufc he himfclf compiled a Ca- 
talogue of the famous Writers of both Gema- 
nies. Theodoricus Gerardus? and Joachimus Marti- 
mis Gregorius, which two translated into Latin 
fome Books of Galen. Petrus Bockenbergius, Hifto- 
riographer of Holland and Weft-Frizeland, and 
yet cenfur'd by his own Countrymen as a perfon 
of no extraordinary judgment. Johannes Letma* 
tius, a Doctor of the Sorbon, highly commended 
by the judicious Erafmus in an Epiftle of his to 
Nicolaus Everardus. He was Dean of St. Maries 
at ZJtrecht, and the Bilhops Vicar 3 and dyed ac 
the fame place in the fixty-third year of his age, 
and of our Lord 1505. Cornelius? firnam'd 
Aurelius, a Canon Regular of the Order of St. 
Auguftin^ who wrote particularly a foiall Trea- 
tifo, wherein he proves againft Gerardus Novio- 
magus, that Holland was part of the ancient Ba- 
tavia. He fecms by an expreflion in a Letter 
written to him by Alardus Amftelodamus an.i$i$, 
to have been one of Erafmus s Schoolmafters 5 
the words running thus, Erafmus Bafile* agit, 
miramur omnes quod tui, fincerijjicui femper amici, & 
P r<e ceptoris, nunquam meminiu Cornelius Schonxws, 
whofc Religious Comedies^ cnrituled Terentius 
Chriftiames? have been in great efteem with his 
Countrymen and others 3 Hadrianus Junius in a 
fhort Acroftick upon thefe words Gouda Vrbs, 
yidging it fit to bring in the commemoration of 
him as an efpecial credit to the place. 

Goudefluce is between Bodegrave and Leyif* 
near the old Channel of the Rhine, and not fax 
from Alphen. Towards the later end of i<*7 2 > 
and beginning of 1^73, it was particularly taken 
care of by the States Deputies, and made a con- 
fiderable Fortrcfs againft the incurfions of the 
French } who endeavour'd might and main about 
that time to break into the Province of 
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Gainfl: Delphland and Schieland, 
diat is, between them and Zea- 
land^ lye feveral fmall Iflands 
belonging to and under the 
jurifdiction of Holland 5 the firft 
- whereof, oppofitc to Rotterdam, 

is calf d Overmaes ( the reafon of which name is 
obvious enough ) wherein are Portugal, Pernis* 
Rcon, Ryderkerk., Ifelmond, denominated from its 
Handing upon the Meruwe or Maes, juft where 
the Ifel empties it fclf into that River 5 Charloos, 
or Cbarhis, fo call'd from Charles the Warlike, 
o( Burgundy y who in his Fathers time, andwhilft 
onlv Earl of Charolois, in the French County, is 
reported to have rccovcr'd a good part of Over- 
mass from the Sea, and therein to have built 
this Village. Overmaes for fertility and richnefs 
of Soil will hardly give place to any part of 
this whole Province. 

The next, and much larger Ifland, is that of 
Voorn ( from Voren, which fignifies before, becaufe 
oppofitc to the South-part of Holland ), wherein 
ifonds the Brill, a ftrong and well fortified Town, 
the furprizing whereof by fome revolted Dutch, 
oceafion'd the firft dangerous commotions in 
thef: Provinces againft Philip the Second 5 to 
the unexpreffiblc vexation of the bloods Alva, 
who now began to triumph over thefe Coun- 
tries as abfolutely fubdu'd. But of this matter 
we have difcours'd more at large in our firft 
General account of the Netherlands. Hadrianus 
Junius fuppofes its name to have been originally 
Breheel,that is, the Broad Heel or Hel y the Town be- 
ing fituate without doubt upon that mouth of the 
Rhine, which was call'd Helius 5 for the confir- 
mation of which opinion he takes notice of a 
place, but four miles diftant from hence, narn d 
Behcet, that is, the foot or bottom of the Chan- 
nel Hal. But the thing is in a manner put out of 
difpute by a teftimony brought out of an old 
Dutch Chronicle 5 wherein the River wafting the 
Ifland Voorn, and running by Geervliet, is ex- 
pveOy call'd Wydel b that is, the wide or broad 
tt or Hel. 

The Brill feems formerly to have belonged to 
Zealand, the Lords of the whole Territory of 
'flora having been generally the Burgravcs of 
that Province. The ftrength of the place and 
tne convenience of its Port have made it a well 
traded and populous Ci tv s but it would bc much 
niore fo were it not cchps'd bv the neighbour- 
hood of Rotterdam. This was one of the Cau- 
tionary Towns pawn d by- the Dutch to Queen 
f-^etb, and reftord to them bv King James 3 
saving for about the fpace of thirtv vears been 
r nion d an <3 Commanded by the Engtilb. The 

vZ^l n ?l of 1C in thc ^ car *5*7 was that excel- 
*nt Soldier Sir Francis Fere. Thc foil of this and 

vrr Cr Pa i?f °^ Voorn ls fruitful and good, bearing 
W u* • oth Whc ^t and other forts of Grain 5 

ah» a Alr K nonc of thc bc &> by reafon of the 

uundance of moifturc contracted by the vici- 
ni « r of the Mofe and Ocean. 

nc La « d of Putten, is really part of the fame 



J^v/^^^ 0 * 1 from the Country about 

the Brill and from Beyer land only by cS- 

afwSuT ' e P 3 i Ctle T ° Wn ' and nowdepdv'd 

glides Corn of all forts, produces a Turff and 
prickly Herb not unlike Spanijh Brooi£ Jvd 
by the Dutch Helm (that is, a HelmeT upon 

Sandy Hdls ( where it plentifully grows) upon 
the ooafts of thefe Provinces , from beingln 

& C i mC qU3te lcVcll ' d and fwept awav 
by the Winds , againft which thev themfelves 
are defencek^, tho they defend the cSSS 
againft the Waves. A good inftance of a won- 
derfully complicated Providence, fince we can- 
not fuppofe, that an handful of Epicurus s Atoms 
( for fo may thefe Downs be term'd ) which are 
not only void of undcrftanding, but in their 

TSrr a 5 UtC th ? $° m and f P° rt cf c^cry blaft 
ot Wind, would nave forccafted fo well for the 

fecuring of themfelves, or preferring of thc feve- 
ral parts of the World in their proper ftatc and 
condition. 

The Iflands ( for fo Dutch Writers term them ) 
of Koomdyck and Pier/hill, comprehend feveral 
Villages and confift of excellent good both a^ 
raole and pafturc grounds. The fame may be 

laid of the two Beyerlands, the old and new 
which together with the former are alfo contend 
in the Ifland of thc Brill. 

Goeree or Goederee, has its name from Goe or 
Goed and Ree or Reed, which words fignific a 
good ftation for Ships, and fuch there was for- 
merly between it and Voorn, by means whereof 
the Town of the fame denomination wonder- 
fully flounfh'd in riches and traffict. Its Pore 
has of late years been obftrucTed in a great mea- 
sure by thc Sands, fo that the Ifland it felf be- 
ing moreover infefted by a turbulent and tcm- 
peftuous Sea, it has loft very much of its anci- 
ent fplcndour. Some remains of Walls, where- 
with Goree was formerly fortified, are faid to be 
found at this day 5 and fome likewifc tell us of 
its high Tower, of good ufc and direction to 
fuch paffengers efpccially as intend to enter the 
mouth of the Mofe. 

Overfiackee or Overvlackee, (fo call'd from its 
lying in refpect of Holland beyond a great bank 
of fand, Ggnify'd in Dutch by thc word Vlack.ee) 
comprehends, befides feveral other Villages c- 
qual to fmall Towns, (fuch as arc Dirxland, 

Middelharnes, Oude Tonghe, and Oeltiens Plaat) 

that of Sommerfdyck-i which alfo gives name to 
the Ifland, and is it fclf under thc juriftli<5b*on 
of Zealand, as Bomenee in Schowen is under thc 
Province of Holland* It was in former ages a 
good Empory, tho at prefent but of fmall ac- 
count. In Overflack.ee is a great deal of good 

Corn land, but very little of pafturage. 

All the forefaid Iflands go by the common 
name of Het landt van Vocrn, and were in former 
ages part of the Province of Zealand, but Guic- 
ciardin tells that about 5 o years before the time 
of his writing, upon the ehftribution of a Tax 
to be pay'd to the Prince, they voluntarily fub- 
jectcd themfelves to the States of Holland, under 
whom they have from thattime c oncinu'd, as 
well before as fincc the Union. 
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H E Baylyvpyckot Dort, 
calTd alfo by fomc 

South- Holland,znd Bal- 

Ueufchap -van Zuyd-Hol- 

land , and Schoutampt 

van Dordrecht, contains, 

befidcs the City of Dort, 
a great number of 



Lordfhips and Villages 
the names of which. 
may be had in Blaeu. 

In the month of November., an. 1 42 x , fo vi- 
olent a tcmpeft drove the waters up the Waal 
and Mofe that they overflowed and fwallow'd 
up a great tract of ground lying between Dort 
and Brabant$ no fewer then 72 Villages being 
ruin'd, and above a hundred thoufand pcrfons 
loft in the waves. It is reported by fome that 
a wicked Country Boor 5 envying the profperity 
of one of his neighbours, made a hole in a bank 
which was a principal defence againft the mcrci- 
leli element, with a deflgnc to drown him and 
his family in their beds, and afterwards to make 
up the breach : but that he was hinder d from 
fo doing by the violence of the wind and tide 
which fuddenly made the breach fo large that 
the Torrent became irrefiftable, driving all be- 
fore it, and deftroying among the firft that pe- 
riled this maiiciouls fellow himfelf ; but fup- 
poftng the author, and origine of this dreadful ca- 

" ^^^^^ have been as is related, vet can the que- 
stion hardly be anfwered , how it came to be 
known? 

" rmerly thefe Monafte- 
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Onfelieve Vrouwe ten Donck_, Carthufers or Char- 
troyfen, within the Territory of Geertruydenberg, 
tfut or them at prefent there is no more remain- 
ing then their bare names. 

Dort is a very ancient City, and the firft in 
order and dignity of the whole Province it ha- 
ying been the place where the £arls (at their 
inauguration ) and people of Holland bound 



themfclves reciprocally to each other. Peter 
Scriverius quotes a pafiage out of the old Hifto- 
rian Regino, which imports this to have been 
a Town of great antiquity, if it relates to the 
lame, as he queftion not but it does. Eodm 

anno ( $98 ) fays he, Zundibolch Reginarium due em 
fibifidiflimum isc.nejcio cujus inftintlu a'fe repulit iSc. 
ille adfunSio fibi Odocro Comite istcdn qnendam tutif 
fimum locum qui Durtos ( according to Schiveriuss 
emendation for Durfos ) dicitur intravit isre. Rex 
isre. Caftrum expugnare conatus eft, fed minime vo- 
lute propter paludes, <£s>* multiplices refufiones quas 
in prcedicio loco Mofa fluz/ius facit. It ftands up- 
on the Mervpe, which being made up of the 
Mofe the Rhine and the Ling, gave occahon, tho 

no very good rcafon, for the reckoning of ic 
fituate upon four Rivers, according to thefe two 
Verfes made at the reception of Philip the fecond, 
in this City an. 1 54^ 5 

Me mofa is? Vahalis, cum Ltnga Mervaque cingtmt. 
J&ternam Batav* Virgnis ecce fidem. 

By the above mentioned fatal Inundation it was 
reduced into the form of an Ifland, and has been 
ever fince fo well fortify'd by its fituation that 
it owns but finall obligation to art 5 being well 
guarded on the Weft and North by the Mofc 
and a Channel paffing from thence towards the 

neck of the Bies Bos, and the Holland Diep,znd on 
the South and Eaft by the faid Bies Bos 5 which 
is a large Bay, extending it fclf quite from hence 
to Geertruydenberg, and taking its name from 
the BulruQ3es,which by rcafon of die fballowncfs 
of the water grow plentifully ia moft parrs of & 
Writers differ concerning the etymology of the 
name 5 tho it fcems hardly queftionable that 
Dordrecht fignihes the paffage or ferry of the Ri- 
ver Dort, upon which (tho long fince obliterated 
by the Mofe) this Town originally ftood, and 
was therefore anciently called Dortos ( as is above 
faid) and Dortfmond, that is the mouth of the Vat- 
It is diftant from Goude four, and from Vtred* 
feven Leagues 5 and is a large, rich and poP u ; 
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brick houfcs, almoft equalling thofc of Colen 
and not inferior to the Buildings of Antwerp. 
The Streets are neatly pav'd in the middle with 
ftone, and on each fide with brick fee edgewife 5 
and this part of them is kept fo clean that a man 
may walk in flippers without wetting his foot in 
themidft of Winter 5 which thing may indeed be 
affirm' d of all or moft of the Cities and great 
Towns in this Province. In Dort our Merchants 
keep their Court, and enjoy great privilcdges 5 
there being two Churches for the ufe of our Na- 
tion, as there is one for the French. From the 
principal Church there is fo large and fair a prof- 
peel: that the Steeple of Breda comes into view. 
In one of the upper Rooms of the Gunners 
Peel or Guild fat the famous Synod aflcmbl'd 
herein King James's time (of which we have 
fpoken elfewhere ) and the feats erected for that 
purpofe are ftill remaining and arc /hewn to tra- 
vellers as a matter of curiofity. Dort has the 
fhple of fuch Wines as arc brought down the 
Rhine $ for the management of which trade it 
is provided of very clofc and ftrongly arch'd 
Cellars. Ic is call'd the maiden Town, as feme 
tells us becaufc it was never taken by an ene- 
my, tho often bcfieged$ but furely thefe arc 
miftaken, as appears ( to wave x other, in ftances ) 
from the Germans having poflefs'd rhemfelves 
of it after they had purfu'd Theodorick the fourth, 
who had flain the JBifhop of Liege's Brother at 
a Tournament,into his own Province of Holland. 
The Duke of Brabant did indeed befiege this 
Town to no purpofe ( tho he had made him- 
feif Matter of feveral other parts of the Coun- 
try) about the year 1304 • for the Citizens ma- 
king an unexpected fally upon him routed his 
whole Army and purfu'd him to Bois-le-dzic, and 
in their return homewards overthrew the Flem- 
mmgs f at Ifelmond. Dort has along time fince 
enjoy d the Royaltv of a Mint, this being the 
only Town in South- Holland, (or indeed as fome 
fay in the whole Province) to which the old 
tans confind the coinage of their Mony. It 

u i bel 7 ldcs / hac of Wine already mentioned) 
the ilaplc of Com , Wood and feveral other 
Aicrcnandifes, brought down the Rhine and 
«0e 5 the owners whereof cxpofing them to 
laJenere, fed it their intereft to allow good peh- 
nnvonhs, not only upon other accounts, but 
to av oid thofc mcon veniencies which the earn- 
in ilri r b » ack ? §ain ' or ranfporring them 

Za? °L tbc P Uce > would oblige them to 
n ? ' g ^, Ncar 111110 Port are taken feveral forts 
<* *ood fth m great quantity, efpeciallv of Sal- 

cmS, • u dlCre Werc no fcwcr chcn 8 * 21 

dupnt m the ncigbouring waters between the 

y&iLt[n S ! 62 ° and lhc hil of FebTuary thc 

f Jw Gove f nniene of Dort diflfcrs in many re- 
/W j t at ? f thc rcft of th e Cities of Hol- 
SZLu I thcrefo " *e mav be allow'd to be 
of Z r argc , r thcn ordinary in our account 
Corf fi r I which is manag'd by a Schout, a 
omul (orBurgomafter) Senators, Efchevins, 

the nl COr ? ( com monlv call'd Outraden ) and 

CoUn , dI of ci S ht Men - The 
TarA r { l ld for merIy the Reenter, which 

verrl. f l a Jud S c ) is cnofcn D X Go- 
mann f u Provi nce, ( whom in a peculiar 

, hc reprcfents) out of three Citizens 
to him by the other Magiftracy. Yet 
,n matters that purely concern the 



City I confiding in the main of very tall 



cZfflV^u* "k^of the County. The 

Jyes by the S> §HSS 
and enjoyes a kind of fupremc authority amoS 
the Citizens, having alfo for the greater ft at f 
as well as ftcunty of his pcrfon, a gfatd ofthrec 
Halbardiers, which confiantly attends him when 
ever he appears in pub ick, (a thing peculiar to 
him and the Provincial Governor f the original 
occafion whereof was, as they fay, the mur ther 

of thc Conful William van Alblas, commiS 

the open ftrccts by a Pricft about the ycTiTo" 
Some inform us of another who likewifc bear* 
die name of Conful (call'd ufnMyde Bcr g enl% r 

van s Heerenwegen) who may more properly be 
term d a Proconful, for t ho he be chofen a t thl 

^vi amC r WJt i I ^ f °? mcr ' yct is hc chieflv de- 
lign d to fupply his place, when by hcknefs or 

any other means hinder'd from acting himfclf- 
having upon all other occafions only thc firft 
place and vote among thc ordinary Senators. 
1 ne commoa admimftradon of Juftice is by 
the Conful the nine Efchevins and five Sena- 
tors ; thc whole body of whom is chang'd once 
in two years , in thc firft of which four Efche- 
vins and three Senators 5 and in the fecond five 
Efchevins and two Senators, go out of Office. 
The nomination of thefe belong to the Provin- 
cial Governor ( or in his abfence to thc Court 
of Holland) out of a double number propos'd 
to him by thc Council of forty } which confifts 
of thc whole body of the Magiftracy , and as 
many Citizens, appointed by them, as will fufficc 
to make up that number. The Efchevins and 
Senators take their places upon thc day before 
the fcaft of St. Michael; and thefe, when out of 
their Office, are accounted and term'd Ex-Se- 
nators, or the Out-raet, being the fame (as Con- 
ringius informs us) which they call thzVroedfchap ; 
the number of whom mull; therefore be uncer- 

Bctv r ecn thc Efchevins and Senators is 



tain 



is he 



asi'd I mc ^ tcr aI1 thc Senators, and to be 

thec^l- V ° CC by the Conful ^ thclatt place- 

unititution of his Office being mainly as no grounds, to 
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faid to be only this fmall difference, that in ju- 
dicial affairs, the latter concern not rhemfelves 
fo much as the former in examining che writings 
and inftruments of the parties litigant. The 
Octoviri are chofen by the Provincial Governor 
(or the Court of Holland) out of twenty rbur 
prefented to him by the four Gilds or Fraterni- 
ties of Artificers, each of which nominates fix. 
Thc principal bufinefs of thefe is to be aiTiftant 
to the Ex-Senators in the election of the Con- 
ful 5 and to inform thc Magiftracy if any thing 
be out of order in the City, and requires refor- 
mation or amendment. 

Gulielmus Lindanus^ firft. Bifhop of Ruremond % 

and afterwards of Gawzt, is commended by Guic- 
ciardin as an ornament of this City 3 to whom 
are added by Blaeu, Paulus Men/la, Profefibr of 
Hiftory in the Univerfity of Ley den-, who has 
written, befides other tilings, a fcort Difcourfe 
De ftatu Reifublicae Batavic* $ he dyed at Rcftock. 
an. 160J. Valerius Goutbovizts, who has written 
in an historical manner of his own Country. 
Junius Rutgerfius, who dedicated feveral things 
to the great Guftavus of Sweden-, by whom he 
was lent Ambailador to the Confederate States 
and deceased at the Hague an. 1623. 

The CafUe of Merwede ( of which there are 
now only fbme poor ruins to be fecn, it having 
been in a manner guite deftroy'd by the dread- 
ful inundation which happened an. 1421 ) flood 
very near the Walls of this City $ faid, tho upon 

have been built by Mer&v<£us 
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King of the Franch altko the Family of the 
Mereweds muft be acknowledged of great anti- 
quitv. Liefvelt is reckon'd to excel all the other 
Caftles in this Province. It devolv'd from Eric 
Duke of Brunfmc to his Brother Philip Earl of 
Hohenlo. Of Herlaer Almfteyn, Puttefteyn near 
Heyneoort, and Woude near Riederkerck.-, can only 
be faid that there were fuch Buildings. Capelle 
was newly and neatly repaired in Blaeus time. 
Ifelmund was built about the year 1483 by Flo- 
rent of Oem, Knight 3 and was defcended feveral 
years ago to the noble Family of the MerodiL Lan- 
gerack upon the Leek-, belongs (if it has not lately 
chang'd its proprietors ) to the Botefelaers 5 as 

Geyjfenburgh to the Brederodes, Souburgh to the 
Coebelii^ and T)evilfiey?i at Swyndrecht to the Be- 
veri. Befoyen gave name to an ancient Family, 
of which it was formerly the Scat. Valkeftein, 
between Roon and Poortegael, was built by the 
Lord of Putten 5 from which place the Family 
of the Valkefteyns took its denomination. Roon, 
almoft quite decay 'd by the injuries of time, 
was alfo rebuilt divers years ago by its Lord 
and owner. The Villages of Made, Drimmelen, 
Santhafen, and Huge Swaluwe , as likewife the 
Town of Sevenbergen (reckon'd an. 1290 in the 
Land of Streyen) formerly within the Diftrict 
of South-Holland, are faid at prefent to be in 
the pofleffion of the Duke of Arefchot. 

Geertrydenberg lies clofe upon the Borders of 
Brabant, but has belonged to this Province (be- 
ing accounted within the Diftrict of Don ) ever 
lince the year 1 2 1 5, at which time it was added 
to the fame by William Earl of Holland. An. 1611. 
the fupreme junfdidtion of it was conferred by 
the United States upon Prince Maurice, and it 
has been reckon'd ever fince part of the Patri- 
mony of the Illuftrious Houfe of Orange. It was 
long fince accounted of fo great confideration 
to each Province , that Holland is recorded to 
have bound their Princes by Oath to the keep- 
ing, and Brabant theirs to the recovery of it 
Bentivoglio fays of it in his time, that it was a* 
very ftrong place, having the Mofe, under the 

breadth that being ready to fall into the Ocean 
it feems rather a Sea then a River. £ Here we 

muft note that the Cardinal -very improperly ufes the 
name of Merwe in this place ( tho it muft be con- 
fejs d that jome more modern Writers have done the 
Jame ) that word being really applicable but to a part 
of the New-Maes, which runs at a great diftance 
from hence, and is only calld the Altrwe between 
Gorchum and Vlaerdingen. Therefore he muft be 

tt e VZZ eant - e old ^™*hit alfo to denote 
the Biesbos, into which it formerly emptied it felf* 
the whole body of the River being fupposd by Lid 
Geographers to have anciently continued its cfurfe 

from Hcufden quite to Geertruydenberg 1 Here 

cliri the d } ^ J"'? a 64 £ver 

call a the Dong, which ( tho its courfe be but 

ftort yet) has fo deep and broad a Channe 
that it is capable of any VeiTel whatfoever The 
Country about it lies fo very low that men walk 

S 3 Up0n dlC i° ps of thc b anks then x^on 
the plain ground. The manual fortification of 
this p ace is anfocrable to that of \tl 

tmmmm 



his time 5 for tho it be no great Town yet U ,> 
this day well entrencht, and has very good vroZ 
rais d especially by Prince i^*we>,three parts of 
having moreover the natural defence of l a * 
and deep waters, and thc fourth that of a fP 
and marflhy level. About the year 1663 it* 
garrifon'd by three companies of Foot ( Q ** 
whereof was Englifh ) and a Troop of f-W* 
It has its name tirom St. Gertrude, a French W 
man fay'd to have dyed here with a great oW 
nionof fandrity about the year 66 ^ An 1K j 
it was taken by the Confederates 3 but an jM 
it gave it felf up bafcly to thc Prince of pJma 
After this fcfe about the year 1 $ 95 ) j t ^ * 
girt on all fides by the (hips and Forces of the 
Confederate States, and compell'd to furrender 
it felf ( tho far from wanting either Arnmu 
nition or provifion ) in fight of thc Spanifh Ar- 
my led thither by Count Mansfield, who en- 
deavoured by all poffible means to raife the iicge 
and ask'd a trumpeter fent to him bv Prince W 
rice (the Dutch General) why his Mafter kepthim- 
felf within his trenches, and being in the hwec 
and vigour of his age, would not (as much 
better became him) be brought to a bared . 
whereunto the other very well reply 'd that Ivs 
Mafter was young indeed, and but in a manner 
initiated m the art of War, and that therefore 

he intended to be very careful of himfelf and fo ma- 
nage matters , that he might hold out, till he he- 
came an old Soldier. The difcipline and Govern- 
ment of Prince Maurices Army was fo regular and 
orderly at that time that (if we believe Petit vho 
fays he was an eye witnefs of it) the Farmers and 
Pcafants were quietly permitted to till and few 
feveral parcels of ground within the Circuit of 
his Camp. The waters near this Town is abun- 
dantly ftor'd with feveral forts of excellent Efb, 
not only affording good Salmon and Sturgeons, 
but Shads in fo great plenty that 18 thoufand 
of them are reported to have been taken not 
far from hence in one day. Whether it be true 
that their filhcry fayl'd in the time of War, thc 
Fifh being frighted away ( as fome of the Citi- 
zens have reported ) by the noife of the great 
Guns, we fhall not determine. 

Schoonhoven is fo calPd from its plcafant gar- 
den s 3 Schcon fignifying in Dutch fair or beautiful 
and Hof a garden, tho it has been term'd by 
fome BelU Curiae, becaufe the word Hof denotes 
alfo a Hall or Palace 5 others moreover, and 
particularly Cornelius Aurelius, calling it Bellopr- 
tum, from its going by the name of S choonbma 
in fome ancient Chronicles. It ftands on the 
northern bank of the Leek. •> over againft New- 
port, the decay of which place has been efteem d 
advantageous to this. About the year 1232 Flo- 
rent thc fourth caft up a huge bank between 
Amerongen and this Town , from whence great 
benefit redounded to it and the neighbouring 
Country 5 its ruinous Caftle being afterwards, 
**Zz 1 31 2. rebuilt by John of Hainault : buc 
about 63 years after that Schoonhoven together 
with thc Monaftery of the Carmelite Fliers, 
built an. 1330, was quite deftroy'd by fire. Ha- 
ving together with moft Cities of Holland fub- 
mitted ic felf to John of Brabant-^ it was an. 1424 
beficged by the Forces of the Countefs Jacoba, 
and being fore d to a rendition, only Albert Bey 
ling, one of the Governors of thc Caftle, was 
excepted for life. Of whom thc Dutch Wnccrs 
tell a ftory parallel to that of the Roman Reguks 5 
for they fay that having a months time give" 
him to vifit his friends and fetde the attars 
of his family; he voluntarily returnd and deli- 
ver d himfelf into the hands of his Enemies, by 

whoa* 
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whom he was in a cruel manner bury'd alive. 
A fmaller ftream deriv'd from the Itfel joyns 
with the Leek, at this place, the trade whereof 
(fupported by its beneficial herring- tithing) is 
thereby very much promoted. It was made fo 
ftrong a Poft before the latter end of 1^72 (tho 
not long after better fortify' d ) that the French, 
who endeavour'd here as at other feveral places 
to break into the heart of Holland, were bea- 
ten off and fore'd to retire with no (mall lofs of 
men and credit. At Schoonhoven was born John 
Tales, a man of Gigantick ftature, fince the hap- 
py Reftauration of our prefenc King carry 3 d a- 
bout upon that account, and fhewn for mony 
in moft Countries of Europe. One of a middle 
flature might well ftand under his armpit. 
From the end of his middle finger ( which was 
7 inches long) to his elbow were 2 5 inches and 
a half 5 the length of his hand to his wrift being 
1 1 inches 5 and all his limbs proportionable to 
his height. 

Learned men of this place were, Johannes de 
Schoonhovia, commemorated by Trithemius, Guic- 
ciardin and others : the learned and venerable 
Anianus (as Guicciardin ftiles him) a Dominican 
Frier, and Bifhop of St. Afaph : the famous Chri- 
ftophorus Longolius (of whom we lhal! not pre- 
fume to give a Character ) for whofe birth as 
many places contend as did formerly for that of 
Homer. Guicciardin pofitively affirms his Father 
to have been a French man 5 but Erafmus's teftimo- 
ny may I think preponderate (except we may fuf- 
pect him to fpeak too much in favour of his own 
Country) who in an epiftle to Damianus a Goes 
fays peremptorily that both his Father and Mo^ 
tner were Hollanders, and that he himfelf was 
born in this very Town. He dyed at Padua in the 
flower of his age about the year K22. We 
lhaJl conclude our account of this Town with 
the Epitaph of Oliver van Noort, one of the hrft 
that fayj[ d round the Earth, to be feen in the 
greater Church of Schoonhoven. 



gr& Eva ssssjSi 

fhl v P Rt ° ^ Phili P the f ^ond order'd 
ri r rt% ° r Commo » Council of this To^n 
to confift of a certain and definite number out 
of whom are chofen yearly two Consuls' a 

Fabryck-Meefier There is moreover an Annual 
appointment of feven Efchcvins, taken for S 

Sftrac^" The t ^ b ° d >' of 
giitracy. The Senat or Common Council was 

formerly nominated by the DrofTard or Lord 
of the City, who (as has been faid) was aS 
cntly the Lord of Arkell, but an. x 6 S i the S^tes 

r« fr l t nd f /^^W impower'd the 
rroedfehap for the future bo zh to choofe the Con- 

fuls and Efchcvins, and alfo as occahon ferv'd 
to recruit and fill up their own number. 

Henry of Gorchum Doclror of Divimtv, and 
Jicechancellor of the Univerfitv of Co/en is 
faid to have been an excellent Philofopher, a- 
bout the year 14^0 Johannes Harius, tho no 
great Schollar himfelf, is defervedlv commended 
tor nis pious inclinations and love to learning 
and for the collection of choice books wherel 
with he had a Library excellently furnifhU WU- 
ItamEftius is fatnd for his learning no Iefs then 
for his noble defcenr. Buc thefe are all inferior 
to Ibomas Erpennius, born at Gorchum an. k 74 
a man too well known and publickl v honour'd for 
his skill in the Oriental Languages to ftand in 

U ^c j fucl1 an encomju m as we are able to 
afford him. His Arabick Letters were fo ele- 
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Hie ille eft totum velis qui Circuit Orbem. 
A Magellano quartus Oliverius. 

Gcrchuni (in latin Gorichemum ) is feated at the 

ide of the Waal, and is diftant from Schoonhoven 

iV SS^l. ? - is a neat Town ' and owes 
w urength, which is not ordinary, ro its natu- 

iti,S IOn 35 r C J ] 35 t0 art 5 b 'v both Which 

it is made one of the chief keies of the Province 
H d ?? whereof we find that the United 
thl - y d 2t , with man y ncw w orks, againft 
kcnZ ?tS and affauIts of the p rench in their 
Z nn Can ?P ain A ™Z **73. Its beginning 
and original muft be computed from John Lord 

histt ■ / ' crc ^S a Caftle here, and obliging 
J fubjeefs of the Village Wolfart to quit thei? 

T^rTa^ md build round about it 5 wliich 
fiherm. T c r only b y a company of poor 
0 h T™> ^ this gave occafion to the name 
paA'H K u C i^hich was (hortly after encom- 
hill^X c {a f nc Lord of Ar &l WKh walls and 
toJrlAl r the Word Shortens in the old Teu- 
iskcn^ tCS i pcopIccxtrcmcI|r indigent. Here 
and nrjf / y Markec of Cheefe and Butter, 
pIentv^ Cr fu PP° rts of life, brought in great 
SL^ n C ii C Lin Z o^t of the fruitful and 
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Country of the Betarr s 
ts apply themfelves to navigation and 
entity ^^ Cyin ? Particularly an incredible 
and cfn^. 11 • rn lnro tne adjacent Countries, 
b y the T 7 m 5° aI1 P arts of Holland h wherc- 

a own is become wonderful rich, i 



gantly compos'd and written that the Xing of 
Morocco is reported to have treafur'd them up 
among his choiceft rarities. He dved at Ley- 
den in the year 1^245 and in the account of 
that City the Reader may find his Epitaph , 
wherein he is faid to have dyed in the flower of 
his age, which feems an improper exprembn 
being but 40 years old if he were born as Blaeu 
tells us an. 1 5 74, and not ( according to Hege- 

nitius and Conringius ) an. 1 584. 

ISTot far from Gorchum is a place fhewn to 
ftrangers where they fay Hercules of Allemain 
in ancient days pitched his Camp, and from 
whom (if you believe them) the neighbouring 
Country, the feat of feveral good Villages, and 
calf d the land of Arckell, took its denomination. 
The Lords of Arc tell were formerly of fo great 
power, that one of them is recorded to have bid 
open defiance ro Albert of Bavaria, Earl of Hoi- 
land y and having pafs'd the Leek, not only made 
an inrode into his Country , but defeated 
thofe ofDort and Schoonhoven, who endeavour'd 
to ftop him in his retreat. The Inhabitants of 
Rotterdam and Schiedam having plunder 'd fome 
part of his Territory, he in requital burnt down 
the Town of Newport 5 and tho he was at length 
fore'd to fubmit, yet did he in his City of Gor- 
chum hold out a fiege of three months againft 
Albert himfelf, aftifted by the Earl of Ooftervant y 
with his Frizelanders. The ; Lord of Arckell 
breaking out again , and finding himfelf too 
weak to deal with the Hollander , made over 
Gorchum and the reft of his Lordfhip to the Duke 
ofGeldre$ who fold it all, except Leer dam and 
the Village of Schoonrewoert, fome time after to 
William of Bavaria Earl of Holland. From him 
the fame came into the hands of Philip of Bur- 
gundy together with the other pofTefHons of Jac- 
queline of Bavaria 5 by whom it was given in fee 
to James Lord of Gaasbeeck 5 upon whofe death, 
which hanpen'd an. 14.59, Charles the Son of 

T t 2 Philip 
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Philip the Bold oF Burgundy, was made Lord of 
Gorcbum and Archh ^ from him the whole 
Territory defcended to the Houfe or Aujtna. 

Worcum (in ancient writings 
is a Town of great antiquity, and is feated on 
the left or Brabantin fide of the Waal, almoft 
directly over againft Gorcbum. It is the princi- 
pal place in the Country of Altena ( which bor- 
rowed its name from an old Caftle, fomc part 
of the ruins whereof were not many years fince 
to be Teen ) and belong'd to the Earl of Cleve, 
from one of whom being purchased by William 
the Good about the rear 1 332, it was afterwards 
held in fee of the Earls of Holland, making part 
of the polTeilions of the ancient and noble Family 
of Home to the year i<5"oo$ at which time the 
Relict of Philip ot Montmorency, Earl of Home, 
beheaded ac Brujfeh by the bloody Alva ana 5^8, 
fold it and the whole Lordlhip of Altena for 
ninety thoufand Florens to the States of Holland, 
to which Province it has ever fince appertained. 
The fituation of Worcum ( it being in a manner 
a frontier Town to their Dominions) oblige! 
the Dutch to have it very well fortified 5 and we 
jfind it among thofe places which they judg'd 
requifite for the prefervation of Holland to put 

in a complcat pofture of defence towards the be- 
ginning of 1673. 

Within the Lordfhip of Altena are, befides 
the Town of Worcum, the Caftle of Lovefteyn^ Ryf- 
wycJk, tec And under Worcum are contained fe- 
veral Villages, as Sleetpyck,Wercken,Allemkercli,<src. 

Loevefiein will hardly give place to any Caftle 
at this day remaining in the Province of Holland. 
It ftands upon the moft Weftward point of the 
Ifland Bommeler-weert, and at the confluence of 
the Mofe and Waal 5 and was made more memo- 
rable about thirty years ago by its giving name 
( the occafion whereof is related in our General 

Account of the Vnited Netherlands ) to an Anti- 
Orangian Faction 5 to wh ich moft of the calami- 
ties that have of late befall'n thefe Countries, arc 
not undefervedly imputed. 

Heufden feems to be a very ancient Town $ 
Johannes Leydenfis placing Robert the firft Lord 
of it under the year 857. John the twentieth 
Lord of Heufden, and the ninth of that name, 
having no iffue, fold this place with its Terri- 
tory, which had continued 500 years under his 
progenitors ( who held it originally in Fee of 
the Earls of Cleve) to John Duke of Brabant. 
But the Earl of Saffenburg laid claim to it in right 
of his Wife Sophia, Daughter of John the eighth, 
and not being able to get poffeflion, made over 
his Title to _ the Earl of Holland, and this became 
the caufeol grievous wars between the two Pro- 
vinces, to which at length an end was put bv 
its being given in Dowry with Johanna Daughter 
of the Duke of Brabant, to William of Oofierwand 9 
Son of William Earl of Holland. About the year 
1407 thofe of Heufden are reported to have fall n 
upon the Geldrians ( contending with the Hoi- 
landers tor the Dominion of this place, near unto 
which they lay encamped ) and to have given 
tnemto entire an overthrow, that they brought 
home more pnfoners then they themfelves were 
in number. Heufden is diftant from Worcum about 
two Leagues and is fituatc between the Bomme- 
Urween and the old Channel of the Mofe 5 which 
is lu pposd by good Geographers to have pafs'd 
a little to the Southward of this place in the time 
ot Cejar and Tacitus, in its courfe from Megen 
to Geertruydenburg. It has a good ftrong Caftle, 

S«rS a ir a £°£ °j a Govcrnor appointed by the 
TV ?r d 5 f n ^ c ^Prehends within its 
Diftna feveral Lordfcips, befides a confutable 



number of Sconces and Villages. In June or 
July an. 16S0 a very fad calamity befel this place- 
for the Lightening in the night time piercing the 
Wall of the great Tower, fet fire to the vaft 
Magazine of Powder kept there 5 whereupon not 
only the faid Tower, but the Caftle and grcateft 
part of the Street ad joining were blown up, and 
the reft of the Town extremely torn and Chat- 
tered in its buildings 5 fixty perfons being prefently 
after known to be {lain, and about two hundred 
more miffing 5 the harm and dammage in gene- 
ral being alfo fuppos'd to be greater then what 
were fufter'd by the City of Delft an. 1 654. 

We have already fpoken of Geertruydenherg 
next after the City of Don 5 but befides that Town 
Brietius and others place Sevenbergen, Clundert 
and Willemftadt in South- Holland, tho under the 
name of Decerpta Brabantite. 

Clundert ftands in the Ifle of Ruygenhil (or Roo- 
genhil, as fome term it) about midway between 
Willemftadt and Sevenbergen, and almoft at equal 
diftance from Breda and Geertruydenberg. Its an- 
cient name was Nieuerwaert 3 and it was formerly 
fo confiderable a ftation for Ships, that the Earls 
of Holland had one of their principal Cuftom- 
Houfes in it. It came into the pofleffion of the 
Prince of Orange an. 158 3, and he took care to 
have it well fortified, with eight Baftions and 
fome Ravelins 5 and this is all we are told of 
late years concerning it, befides its having a fine 
Church and good Bells. 

Sevenbergen is fituate almoft in the middle 
between Breda and Willemftadt, and was formerly 
encompafs'd with Walls, which were demolinYd 
by Philip of Burgundy about the year 1426, fince 
which time it has been a well peopfd Village 
Willemftadt is a place of no greater antiquity 
then fince the year 1583, being then firft built 
by order of the famous William Prince of Orange, 
from whom it took its name. It ftands upon 
the Northweft Promontory of the Ifle of Rug- 
genhil, and is very conveniently feated tofecurc 
and influence in a great meafure the trade between 
Holland and Zealand. It is no large Town, yet 
is it a place of confiderable ftrength, being fur- 
niftVd with a good Harbour, and defended by 
feven Baftions and a double Ditch, as well as 
other fortifications, and having conftantly its 
proper Governor and Garrifon. The particular 
Houfes bear proportion to the whole, for it 
confifts of neat rather then ample Buildings 5 its 
Market-place, Church, and Common-Hall being 
fuch as are neither the objects of envy nor con- 
tempt. Yet is it accounted a place of a very un- 
healthy air ( which fome impute to the neigh- 
bourhood of Zealand ) ftrangers efpecially that 
refide here for fome time, being feiz'd by dan- 
gerous Feavers and Agues. The Ifle of Ruggen- 
hil and Finaert, began to be recovered from the 
Waters ( wherewith for a long time they had 
been overwhelmed ) about the year 15^4. They 
are accounted within the Territory of Brabant 
( being judg'd by fome to have anciently apper- 
tain^ to the Marquifate of Bergen) by the States 
of which Province the Lordfhipof them was be- 
fto w"*d u pon the abovemen tion'd Prince of Orange- 

But now we muft again pais the Mofe and h 
Waal, and take a view of the remaining places 
of South- Holland 5 the firft of which is Newport, 
Handing on the left or Southern fide of the Leek, 
almoft oppofite to Scoonhoven, from whence it 
is diftant about a quarter of a League. It was 
formerly a large and rich Town, but fell many 
years ago from its higher ftation, and is now in- 
ferior to many Villages in thefe Countries. ;js 

Iffelfieyn takes its name from the Holland Ip* * 

(tot 
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[iotfo we may call it in di&inc~iion from that 
oiZutpben) near unto which ic is fcated, juft 
won the borders of Utrecht 5 having to its own 
frequent ruin been a bone of contention between 
the two Provinces- We cannot give a full ac- 
count of the various accidents which have be- 
fjjj'n if, and of the feveral changes it has under- 
gone, which have been fo many that fcarcc any 
place occurs fo frequently in the Dutch Hiftori- 
ans. In ancient Annals there is mention made of 
the Caftle of Ifelfiein under the vcar 1250^ and 
about 1390 it was furniih'd with Wcdls and Gates 
by Arnold Lord of this place and Egmond $ bv 
whom at the ferae time was founded hei 
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nefs of its Buildings as J-u L I? 8 ' ■ TP C neat ' 
Eclds advance "the M^ltoTg^ 
which is moreover adorn d with * a'r it i* 
Tower, adjoin.ngto the Caftle of i£fl% but 
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whom at the i^iu^ uiut w da louuuea nere a 
Monaftcry for the Regular Monks of St. Au- 
gujiin. An. 141 7 John of Egmond lying under 
fufpition of Treafon againft the Earl of Hol- 
land, fled to his Brother William of Ifelfiein 5 
who was foon after fo clofely befleg'u and di- 
fttdsd in this place by the Earl, that he found 
himfclf oblig'd to make over the fame unto him 
for a yearly penfion to be paid to himfclf and 
his mother during life. After this the Ear] hap- 
pening to dye before them, they thought fit ro 
make a reentry and to take pofTcfllon of Ijel- 
fichi 5 but the Vltrajetlins fell presently upon 
them, and not only expel I'd them the Town, 
and puH'd down the Walls, Cattle, and Tower, 
bucall that was inflammable, except the Church 
and the abovemention'd Alonaftery. In die year 
1 ±66 the Geldrians in like manner burnt it down, 
and it lay fome years in its afhes, that is , till 
fuch time as Frederic of Ifelfiein obtained leave 
from Charles of Burgundy to rebuild and encom- 
pafs it anew with Walls. Ifelfiein is at this dav 
under the Prince of Orange 5 being fufficicncly 
fortified, and furrounded with Gardens and plea- 
fant IncJofures. Its Trade confifts much in Cables, 
Cordage, and other commodities and manu- 
factures of die like nature. 

Vianen ( in Latin Viana and Vianda ) was built 
about die year 1 i?o bv Suederus Brother of 
fm Lord ot Culenburg, the whole Lord/hip calTd 
by that name being allotted him for his Patri- " 
mony The Town js Wail'd andTrcnch'd about, 
ana endow'd with very great priviledges 3 Henry 
Lord thereof having maintained a long fuit of 

PhiUf thc Sccond in the High Court 
0 Mechlin concerning the fupreme iunfdiction 
ot this Territory 5 which he pretended ro be an 
aoioiute independent dominion, and on! v fubiect 
to its proper Lords. It ftands upon the left or 
wournem iide or the Lec^ two Leagues above 

t^f^ n and ovcr a S*inft the Vaert in the Bi(hop- 
-k of Vtrecht 5 and did lately belong to the 
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ranfom receive! for the Ear? of S-% ) 
-hence ic is common!,- calS Sc°k tflTrL $ eT) 
taken by him die rear before in 3 R,r, i' i ; 
m the Countrv of Julhr), ' B ^ l ^ht 

Leerdam ( caii'd in Latin Lerodamum andL~r- r , 

v.m na\c:t, from Lingerdam ; becaufc i- A, n j c 
upon the River £/^AvhichL fopp-^ o^ 
the name given it from its length, upon v'.Tch 
account it is by fome Writers tcrm'd^i L 
former ages ,t belong d to the Houfe otArcffl 
from which by Marnage it came firft to the 
Famuy of the Egmonds, and not long after to 
that of Orange, ^hereunto it at prcfef t apper- 
tains : being a S ^ | acc Travcl!er tdl / b ^ 

^confiderable Town. It is about three hours 
diftant from Vianen 5 and has little to boaft it felf 
oi, except me memory rather then remains of 
an ancient Caftle, which being feiz'd bv the Get- 
dnans about tne year 149^ f crv 'd them for fome 
time as a fccure place of retreat, in their pJun- 
dcruig and mfclhng the Province of Hcllard 

AJperen ftanus alfo upon the Ling ( under the 
name ot Liefde, that is Love, as Guicdardin tells 
us, from Die pieafant murmuring of its itream 
as it Hides by this place) about half a League 

with it and Leer- 
dam make a Triangle, well nigh equilateral. It 
was about fixteen or feventcen rears ago obferv'd 
to be but a fmall WalFd Town, having defcended 
from us proper Lords (by whom it had been 
held in Fee from the Houfe of Arckel ) to the 
Family of the Boetfelaers. Conradus and Johannes 
Ononis ab Afperen are recorded by Blaeu for learned 
men, and excellent Divines 5 the rirft of whom 
dying an. \6o? left a perpetual exhibition for 
two Divines of the Univerfity of Louvain. 

Heuclom is diftant half a League from Leer- 
dam, and three Leagues and an half from Scoon- 
hoven. It owes its original to the often men- 
tion d Houfe of Arckelz, and its name (as fome 
venly believe ) to the Hercules of A tit-main, from 
whom they will have it at tint denominated Her- 
cules's-hom, that is, the Manfion or Habitation 
of Hercules. Its Caftle, a Building of great an- 
riquiry, feems to have been ii^ndm^ inGuicciar- 
dins time, but has been fince utterly demolifh'd. 
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► HTNL AND (m Latin 

Rhenolandia ) compre- 
hends the beft pare of 
South-Holland ( taking 

this appellation in a 
larger fence, and in 
oppofition to North- 

Holland or Weft- Fr in- 
land ) and contains all 
that trade of ground, 
the Cities and Villages whereof are by certain 
Laws and Conftitutions, and by a kind of Con- 
federacy among themfelves, oblig'd to provide 
for the conftant maintenance and reparation of 
the Water-banks and Dykes, which having an 
efpecial relation to the middle branch of the 
Rhine* occafiond the whole Country to be de- 
nominated Rhynland. For the infpecting and 
taking care of the forefaid Fences, whereby the 
Land is fecur cl from the gradual encroachments 
as well as accidental inundations both of freln 
and fait water, there has been continued from 
ancient times a certain Colledg or Council, con- 
fining of the Prefects of their Banks and their 
feven Jurats, or fworn Afliftants ; the firft of 
whom they term Vyck- Graven and the later Heem- 
raden. Thefe frequently view their Sluces, and 
all parts of their Banks, Dykes, and Channels, 
making it.net enquiry after whatfoever wants 
cleanfing, ftrength ning, or any manner of repa- 
ration 5 and appointing a fufficient number of 
Labourers with all expedition to erTe<5t the fame 
1 hey aifo impofe mulcts and fines upon thofc 
wnofe neglect in any thing relating to the Dykes 
has render'd them obnoxious 5 and determine 
what particular quantities of ground are liable 
to pay tor the maintaining of fuch and fuch 
proportions of the fcveral Banks 5 there bein* 
a kind of a Rent-charge upon much of their 
Land, to which the poffefTor ftands oblic'd by the 
tenure of the fame. Rhynland is bounded on the 
weft by the coaft of Hollands the Eaft by a fmall 
part of the Dioccfi of Vtrecht and Amftelland s 



on the North by part of the Te lying along the 
courfc of the Dyke that partes from Harlem to 
Amfterdam, and by the Shallows and Waftes as 
far as Beverwyc^ and Iaftly on the South by a 
Line drawn from Montfort to Oudewater, and 
thence to Goude, and afterwards to the Hague. 
Of the courfe and feveral divifions of the Mine, 
as alfo of its three mouths or embouchures, we 
have Ipokcn briefly clfcwhcrc 5 for a lull and 
particular account whereof; with divers other 
things relating to the fame, we refer either to 

Cluveriuss Treatife Be tribus Rheni Alveis, or to 

that Volume of this Work which is appropriated 
to the old Geography 5 as not judging it pro- 
per ( whatever others have done in matters of 
the like nature ) either to weary our Reader with 
tedious repetitions, or entertain him with adit 
courfc in a manner foreign to the bufinefs in 
hand. Yet muft we here take notice of the pre- 
judice done to the more inland parts of the 
Country by the obftruction of the mouth of the 
middle Channel of the Rhine ; whereby the in- 
habitants being debarred of the entercourfe they 
formerly enjoy 9 d with the Ocean, and fo de- 
prived of the grand benefit of trafnefc, thcyvctt 
neceflltated by means of two fmall Rivers the 
Goude and the Woude to procure a communica- 
tion on one fide between the Rhine and thelfe!, 
and on the other between the Rhine and tltf 
Harlem- Meer 5 the Channels cut for that purporf 
bearing the names of the two forcfaid Rners. 
One thing feem'd to make the uniting the PJf e 
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was the confiderable heighth of the waters 0 
the later (cfpeciallv at full Tide ) above tbcfow 
of the fields lying between it and the Rhine, but 
the inconveniences confequential hereunto, viz- 
the drowning of the faid fields, were obwtf* 
by great Sluces plac'd at the very entrance into 
the Goude Channel 5 whereby all cntercourfc 
twecn it and the If el was cut off, except a: w 
opening of the fame, which is generally a° ] 
at fuch times as the furface of their ftrcams 
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manner equally deprefsU At this place 



or 



was a Cuftom-houfe built, and to that a Caftle 
Fortrefs added by Florent, Son of William, 
Kino- of the Romans 5 fo that the commodiouf- 
nefe of the fituation being obferv'd, great num- 
bers of people remov'd their habitations, and 
feared themfelves here 5 from whence the pre- 
fers City of Goude (an account whereof we 
have given already ) took its beginning. After 
this the waters of the Rhine were frequently 
found to fwell, and come down with fo impe- 
tuous a torrent from above Vtrecht, that they 
broke the banks upon which depended the fecu- 
rity of the more level fields of Holland 5 there- 
fore with the confent of John of Nafaw, Bilhop 
of Vtrecbt, a confiderable bar was put to the 
fame by a Lock or Sluce built at Vriefwick, over 
againft Vianen, whereby a large trad: of ground, 
]vin°- below the faid place, and particularly about 
Ifelftein, Montfort, and Oudewater, was deliver'd 
from thofe frequent inundations unto which 
they had been formerly expos'd. 

Leyden ( called in Latin Lugdunum Batavorum, 
as alfo Ley da 5 and by Cornelius Aurelius, to make 
its name bear fome refemblance to the Athena 
of the Grecians, in the plural Leyda ) is the Me- 
tropolis of Rhynland 5 faid by travellers to be the 
neateft and moft plealant City in Europe, if the 
beauty and ftatelinefs of its Buildings, the large- 
nefs and cleanlinefs of its Streets, the commo- 
dioufnefs of its Channels, and the agreeable 
feadynefs of the Trees planted on each fide of 
the fame, be duly confider'd 5 tho a certain mo- 
dern writer tells us , that it wants a plentiful 
Current of water, and good Springs, as alfo a 
capacious Market-place, to make it fuch 3 and 
all their Walks are not fo compleatly fhaded as 
before the fatal year 1^72, feveral rows of Trees 
being then cut down, upon the apprehenfions 
the Citizens had of the French Forces in the 
neighbouring Country of Vtrecht : but what was 
formerly faid by a noble pcrfonage does frill 
hold good, viz^ that either Leyden is in a Wood, 
or a Wood in Leyden. It is feated upon the old 
or middle Channel of the Rhine , the mouth 
whereof ( as we have often had occafion to ob- 
serve) has been long fince quite choak'd up, 
which has made it difficult to prevent the ill 
effects of ftanding waters 5 by reafon whereof 
it can hardly be judg'd fo healthful a place as 
many writers, even in fpite of the ftrongeft ar- 
gument ( experience ), would have it imagin'd. 
It is in a manner encompafs'd by a great num- 
ber of Cities and good Villages, being as Blaeu 
tells us from Delph three, from Harlem, Goude, 
warden, and Rotterdam five, from Amfterdam,Bort, 
and Vtrecht feven common miles of the Coun- 
^T; It is calTd Lugdunum Batavorum to diftin- 
guifc it from the Lugdunum of France, call'd by 
contraction Lyon, as this place is in like manner 
nam'd Leyen and Leyden. The etymology of the 
word Lugdunum is ftill in the dark. Blaeu fup- 
pofes the dunum may come from dunen, which 
"gnifies a Hill, fuch an one as is in the middle 
°t the City 3 but as for the firft fy liable, he plainly 
acicnowledgcs that he knows not what to fay to 
i r - L we may interpofe our conjecture, may 
1C not °e an abbreviation of Legia , by which 
name Gerardus Geldenhaurius ( who wrote in the 

amc of Charles the Fifth, whofe Chaplain he 
was ) calls the City it felf, from its having been 
one of the ftationary or fixt Camps of the Roman 
Regions. Leyden fcems to be a place of greater 
^tiquity then either Harlem or Don, altho thefe 
°av c the precedence in the order of their princi- 
pal voting Cities, which fome will have impu- 




ted to the former difproportion between theni 
and this City as to nches and bignefs (tho at 
prefent it be larger, or at leaft better peopl'd 
then any Town in the Province, except Amfter- 
dam and Rotterdam, the later of which is onlv 
fuppos d in that refpe<5t to rival, hardly to ex- 
ceed it ). Leyden having contained fome ages 
ago not above twenty-five Rhynland Acres tho 
by four feveral enlargements ( the firft of which 
happen d an. 1 2 5*4, the fecond an. 1313 (or ac- 
cording to others 1355), the third an. 13S9, 
and the fourth ^.1510), the bounds of it came 
to befo far extended that it was found to compre- 
hend no fewer then 1 72 Acres of the fame mca- 
fure. Another addition was made to it on that 
fide where ftands the Zyll-poort, in the year 1 £44. 
We are told in Les Belices, isre. that Leyden has 
eight Gates, the principal whereof is the White- 
Gate, which was rebuilt in a very ftately man- 
ner an.\6^o h all the others, together with their 
Bridges, having been likewife reedified not many 
years ago. Blaeu informs us, that it is divided 
into twenty-three Wards, which confift of about 
ninety Voifinages or fmaller Partitions 5 that 
there are in it thirty Iflands, twenty-four Chan- 
nels, 180 Streets, ninety-five Bridges, and in the 
compafs of the Walls forty Turrets and feven 

The Roofs of the Houfesare more fteep 
then ordinary, which they fay is defign'd for the 
more convenient cafting of the rain water into 
a fmall Channel or Trough that conveys it into 
a large Ciftern, where it is kept for the ufe of 
each Family. In every Ward are four Magi- 
ftrates, to whom it particularly belongs to take 
care of Ladders, Buckets^ and other Inftruments 
proper and ferviceable in the extinguishing of 
fires. In each Voifinage is one Mafter and two 
ArTeflorsj to whom it appertains to compofe 
differences between the inhabitants, and to look 
after the orderly and decent folemnization of 
their Funerals. The principal Church in Leyden 
is that of St. Peter ( dedicate originally to St. 
Peter and St. Paul) formerly adorn d with a very 
high Tower, wherein were kept the public Ar- 
chives, which were all deftroy'd and loft upon 

its fall about the year 1 5 1 2. In this Church 
are to be feen the Epitaphs of many learned 
men 5 particularly thofc of Francifcus Junius,? etrus 
Bockenbergius-, the famous Johannes Heurnius and 
Gerardus Bontius, with feveral others to be feen 
in Hegenitiuss Iter Hollandicum 5 but that of the 
Learned Erpenius may defer ve a place here. 
Tlyomae. Frpenio, 7/iro in omni genere literarum exi- 
mio, Oriental- Linguarum peritif. earundemque in 
alma Batavorum Academia Prqfefori longe prceftan- 
tifimo, Librisque fuis <5T Arabicis typzs claro, vit<e 
integritate, pietate, probitate, madeftia, morumque 
fuavitate infigni, an. 1 5 84- ( thus it is in Hcgcni- 
tius, but Blaeu both in this Epitaph and etferchere 
has 1574 for the year of his birth ) in Eidus 
Septemb. Gorcomii in Batavis Bono egregii ( it fhould 
be egregio) publici nato, ejufque incomparabili damno, 
Lugduni Batavorum in Jiore ( heu I ) den at 0 ann. 
1624. Jacuba Buyefia, Amflif. is inter gerrimi Hoi- 
landic* Curia Sen at oris Johannis Buyejii, Monacho- 
damenfis J. C. filia Optimo is bene merenti Ccnjugi 
cum quo otlennium fine querela vixit, trium ex eo 
Liberorum Parens contra -votum mafiifima pejuit. 
Vale, vale dulcifime. Sit tibi terra levis. 

Homa Bulla. Ruit hora. 

Wc (ball add but one Epitaph more, belong- 
ing to a perfon of worth and quality, and not to 
be found in Hegenitius or ( I think ) any other 
printed difcourfe or Itinerary. 
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Deo. Opt. Max. Sacrum. Aetern* Memori* Re- 
verendi & Ntbiliffimi Viri D. Johannis Polyandri 
a Kerchove, ex antiquijjima <& nobiliflima Kerchovio- 
rum Ganda-uenfiumfamilia, in Ecclefia Gallo-Belgica 
Dordrecht ana Annos 20 Paftoris, In Academia Lugd. 
Bat. Docloris <^ Profeforis primarii annos 35 5 ociies 
Recloris Magnified <5? 23 Synodi Gallo-Belg. Pr<z- 
fidis. Hie pietate, prudent ia, probitate, morum 
fuavitate, Liber a lit ate, animi moderatione, pads ts? 
cone or dine amore, nemini [ecundus. Gmnibus gratus 
ist charus, nulli gravis. In decendo perfpicuus, in 
difputando promt us, inconcionatido facundus, Memo- 
rise Judicii incomparabiiis. Eadem qua vixit 
tra?2quilitate, placide [upremum diem claufit in fire 
Rector at us fui oclavi 16^6. iv Febr. <ztatis fu<£ 78. 
Johamies a Kerchove, Heenvlietcz Dominus, Saltuum 
Hollands Pr<zfecius, filius unicus m<£rens pofuit. 

The next is St. Pancratius, or the Hogeland 
Church, which ftands upon a higher ground, 
and was in former times built only of Timber, 
being from thence call'd the Wooden Houfe. It 
was defigxfd for fo ample a Fabrick that we 
are told it would exceed that of St. Peter were 



dileafed. Kc tells us, tha . 



in the cure of the 

there were alfo particular Lodging an^wi 
for thofe who had the French Difeafk who^l 




it quite finifr/d 5 the foundations reaching to 
the old Rhine, and by their extent fufficiently 
evidencing the intended grandurc of the fuper- 
ftructure.St.M*r/s (now call'd the French Church) 
both as to antiquity and ftatclinefs of Building 
is inferior to the two others already mentioned. 
In this Church, and in the very place where he 
himfelf us'd to fit at Sermon, ftands a monu- 
ment erected to the memon r of the great Sea- 
liger, w r ith an infer ipcion too long to be inferred 
here 5 altho he being a man of extraordinary 
modeuV ( if we believe Hegenitius ) had ordered 
only thefe words ( which yet fome would think 
to favour of pride and Angularity ) to be en- 
graven on his Tomb- ftone : Jofephus Juftus Sea- 
liger. Jul. C<$[ar. Fil. Hie expetlo Refurretlionem. 

And upon the edge of the fame ftone, Terra 

h*c ab Ecclefia empta eft. Nemini Cadaver hue in- 

ferre lice at. Here is alfo to be feen an Epi ta ph 
upon a monument erected to the memory of 
the famous Herbalilt Carclus Clufius, part whereof 

runs thus, — In ha?2C ZJrbem condecorandde Academic 
evocatus, is? ftipendio pub. per annos 16 honor atus 
84 <*tatis s. Annum ingrejjus cbiit Calebs 4 Apr. 

j6op. With thisDiftich annex'd to thefame^ 

Non potuit plures hie quterere Clufius herbas 
Ergo 7iov as Campis queer it in Elyfiis. 

Befides thefe there has within fomc thirty years 
been built another Church, in a circular form, 
much admir'd by ftrangers for its curious w"ork- 
manftip, efpecially in the infide. 

We refer the Reader for an imperfect account 
( for fuch it muft needs be, no Record as he tells 
us remaining cither of their Founders or time of 
eredhon ) of the Religious Houfes belonging 
to this place, to Blaeus description of the fame 
in his Theatrum Vrbium- thofe within the City 
being either demohfa'd or converted to public 
or private ufes 5 and thofe without fo entirely 
ruin d or rather vanifh'd, that the plats of ground 
on which they (food are long fince thrown into 
the common fields. 

The Hofpital of St Catharine appears to hav 
been founded before the vear 1388, tho th. 
charity and ufe of it were then but of fmali con- 
federation 3 the fame fcrving only for the main- 
tenance of two men and as many women. But 

Blaeus time it confided of feven diftinct pieces 
of Building, wherein were 1 44 beds for fick and 
decrepit perfons, befides a great number of Mats 
or Pallets provided for the greater convenience 
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depends, tho feared at a diilunce frorn"£ a t!? a 
tner piece or ouudmg in which were alfo j 
Blaeus time 68 Beds 5 and hither are lent V*rn 
the former happens to be quite full, as wj\ 
the aged and difabled, as thofe that are fick of 
all manner of Difeafes 5 altho this Houfc v/as 
defign'd at firft only for fuch as were diffracted 
or mfcacd with the Plague. Six men and as manv 
women, call'd by them Fathers and Mother 
are the Curators of the Hofpital. In the Hof 
pital of Saint Elizabeth ( appropriated to women" 
and of no fmall account,tho inferior to that of Sr' 
Catharine) were at the fame time £5 Beds in four 
feveral apartments 5 there being alfo a particu- 
lar place where Women travellers ( of the fame 
quality with the men provided for as is above- 
faid at St. Catharins) are accommodated for 
3 nights. Hereunto is annexed a leper hcuf- 
which has i 9 beds: and the Curators of the 
whole are 4 Men and 4 Women. The Hcfpi- 
tals of Saint James and Saint Barbara are now 

only of ufe and benefit to the Cloath-maken. 
But leaft our ciifcourfe of thefe and other Mo- 
numents of piety fnould /well beyond its pro- 
per bounds, we will fpeak very briefiV of only 
two other publick foundations, one of which is 
for the education of poor Orphans , and the 
other for the relief of the poor and indigent in 
general. The firft of thefe had but fm^ll be- 
ginnings, but when the number of Orphans 
was much encreas'd, the fociety was fore d to 
feek a new habitation, a large piece of Building 
formerly a Hofpital for the fick, and dedicated 
to the bleffed Virgin, being affignd it bv the 
publick 5 w hich was done about the year 1585. 
Yet was it not long ere this new feat of theirs 
was found Iikewife too narrow, fo that a little 
after the beginning of this prefent Century the 
whole of it was pull'd down and rebuilt in a 
more ample and capacious manner. About 
thirty or forty years ago there were 400 but 
fince that they fay there have been at leaft 500, 
Orphans (Hegenitius tells us of 700/0 well accom- 
modated that the like is not to be met with in all 
the Lon>-Cou?2tries) maintained in it, under the Go- 
vernment and inspection of two publick Rulers 
call'd a Father and a Mother, with eight others, 
that is four Men and as many Women 5 who 
act with a fupreme power in the management 
of the affairs of the fociety. The alms hcu& 
is a piece of Building where the twelve prxiccts 
of alms, or Almoners, are wont to meet, and 
diftnbute Bread, Turfs, and Mony among the 
poor 3 refpecb being alwavs had to the numbers 
and condition of each Family : and of this relief 
they fay no fewer then 20 thoufand pcrfons (a 
thing hardly c-edible) participate within the 
limits of this very Citv : wherein are moreover 
divers parcels of Building, mod of which con- 
fin: of about 15 houfes or Tenements, either 
built on purpofe for die a ccommadation of the 
poorer forr, or appropriated to chat ufe by fc- 
veral benefactors. Everv year there are two 
great Fairs at Leyden, dunna which no man can 
be arreted for debt. The chicfeft begins on AJ r 
cenfion day, and fome part of the time while it 
continues the Citizens meet at the {hooting buts 
which they call Doels and exercifc themfelves 

with Crofc-bows, and ordinary bows and arrows. 

7 The 



The chief trade of Leyden confifts in Cloath and 
Camlets 5 tho the gains made of Lettice, Parfley, 
Carrets, Peafe, Beans, Parfhips, tec. ( which are 
carried as far as Zttrecht? and into Zealand 5 Ley- 
fa Parfnips being alfo ufually. cry 'd about the 
Streets in Amjierdam ) be not inconti derable. The 
industry 0 f their Gardiners is wonderful, by which 
they receive four or five crops in a year from the 
fame ground 5 which is commonly fold for 250 
and {ometimcs 300 pound an acre 5 tho arable 
Land reikis but 200, and Meadow or Pafturc no 
more then i4o.Every morning at fix of the Clock 
fas out from this place thefirfi: Boat for Amfter- 
im, and at nine and twelve two others 5 at eight 
and eleven thofe for Harlem 3 and about noon 
for Vtrecht, begin their voyage. Eight Boats 
pals continually from hence to the Hague and 
as many to Delft; the fame number paffing from 
each of thofe Towns to Leyden. 

The great Court or Hall is a noble and large 
ftructure; in the lower part whereof are (be- 
fides feveral divifions applied to other ufes ) three 
Tribunals or Judicatures, one of them belonging 
to the Univerfity, another to the City, and the 
third to the affairs of the Rhinland. Over thefe 
are divers Chambers, referv'd for the fblemn 
conventions of publick Magiftrates and Officers. 
In that of the City are many excellent pieces of 
Painting, as the Gifts of the three Magi by an 
ancient hand 5 the famous fiegc of this Town 
C//.1574 wrought in Tapeftry 5 with feveral o- 

tilers done by Cornelius Engelbert and Lucas fir- 
nam'd Leyden fis ( both formerly Citizens of this 
place) among which that of thelaft judgment 
excels, drawn by the faid Lucas, and fo hishly 
valued by the Emperor Rodolphus the Second 
a man much delighted with curious Statues and 
™f> tiatheofFer'das many Hungarian pieces 
ot Gold font as would quite cover it. On the 
Tower Scadthoufe ftands a Watchman who blows 
a Trumpet every hour, and if any fire happens 
he prefently gives notice of it to the whole City. 

W c pafs by the Rbynland-Houte, where the DycL 

Wrneets with his AuefTors 5 asalfo the Princes 
HaH - and that which belongs to the Com pan v 
t , U i V n , the ? lafs of the Windows whereof 
H th ^ arls 1 of Hol r land curioufly repre- 
Smt- 1C § Ia / C ?- form «Iy fct apart for the 

SBfh 5 " 1 ? ( f lmS ° f Cloch (hereof an 
SJ? thou f™ d P^ces are faid to have been 

PofoS ^ n *£ C 7 ° f ^W*. and the two 
K tr f Bar \ ara and Barnes 5 but within 

S utnT Ut a" and magnificent piece of Build- 

PuVofe T/f S llcS & CICC1:cd for thac ufc 
an o n ™ Wg £ (oTrn ^ l y ^ defence and now 

* ™ t[ l c Cic ^ » an angle made bv the 

2nd the new p7° ^Channels, call'd the old 
t _ oac new Rhine. The Burgraves of Leyden, 
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«d dry Pi,, which is gS yfev'd Z L S 

Sword in his right p aw . Under the fame on 
one fide ,s v/ritten this Motto P ugno pro Pat™ 
and on the other, h«c Libert at is ergo? bSldc, a 

T he y rn°n/ e | rf ^ ^ C ° bs &&«*h£ 

The moil plcafant ftreet in Leyden is that which 
they call the Ra V er.bourg, thro the middle 
or from one end to the other, paffes a Channel 
of water befet on each fide with large TreS 
the pavement Hoping towards thc fame, fo that 
no dirt can fettle upon it, even in the fouleft 
weather Here dwelt the late Redlor of the uS- 

Zu?Z ' f c yf? der , a fcrcbooe, who us'd to fav 
that he hv d in the moll pleafant Street, of the 
moft pleafant City of the mod pleafant Coun- 
try, of themoft pleafant Quarter of the World 
Neyerthelefs the largeft and moft tradina ftreet 
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formerly x 1Jt ourgraves or i^eyaen, 

qu«SS m?, Go ^ots of the place, and frc- 
cia LT u WJ ^ h in the Hiftor y of thefe Coun- 
Some ffv • their denomination from this Fortrefs. 

of f L ^ as . buiJt by the Romans, and that 
in it - k, " {: e Sionshad their conftant quarters 

Wdir * tofe TC i OT i Hen &fi thc Saxm C or 
for the R?, -u m . C - Aut hors King of the Frizpns) 

C U pSi der of 1C > reeled as°they tell us by 

'«» h a rcturn from t,ie Conquelt ofB i- 
in a r o^ , a " ron S fortification, built with ftone 

abou, fif°V orrn . th e afcent unto it being by 
21 foo^hL PS t and *e Wall encompaffing it 
p °feofT«f the /^rounding .Arch being 68 
thcrcK 3n ; to ( ? c to Ae Pole,in circuit from whence 

P^afant profpect of the Town,the neigh- 

Netherlands. 



in Leyden is that which reaches fromthe"^^ 
Gate to the Vtrecht Gate. The moft consi- 
derable next to that is the Harlem ftreet, which 
as one tells us has become the biggeft of all fince 
the laft enlargement of the City. The grand 
Canal, call d the old Rhine, has four wooden 

C call d the Corn-bndg, from the Market kept 
there ) is the faireft in the City. The other of 
the faid two is term'd the Filh-bridg, for the like 
realon 3 both the Catwyck ( which is accounted 

n ^ b ? c ^ ufe thc frc(h & ) the Maesland- 
fluce Fifh being vended upon it. In the year 

1574 was Leyden befieg'd by the Spaniards, who 
knowing the ftrcngth of the place, and ha vin - 
begirt it with near 60 Forts, doubted nor but 
to effect that by Famine which thev defpair d 
of attaining by the moft refolute affaults ( for 
it was then a place of confiderable ftrengrh 5 as 
now it is reckon d among their ftrongeft Holds, 
being at prefent very well fortified with good 
Walls, befides Ramparts,BuIwarks,and Trenches). 
And indeed the place was fo far diftre£fed at laft, 
all relief and fupply of provifion being cut off, 
that thc inhabitants endur'd the utmoft extre- 
mity of hunger 5 for bearing in mind the bar- 
barous ufage thofe of Harlem had lately met 
with after their furrender, they refolv'd to ftand 
it out to the uttermoft, one of their anfwers 
to the enemy being, that as long as they had one 
hand to eat, and another to fight jrith, they would 
not yeild up the Town. But notwithftanding 
their great Refolution, and all poffible means 
to keep the people in heart, their neceftides at 
laft began to prefs fo hard upon them that they 
w r cre fore'd to have recourfe to the onlv remain- 
ing, tho uncertain and defperate way of relief 
(all others, which were feveral, having proved 
ineffectual ) and that was thc cutting of the 
main banks of the Mofe and Iffel between Goude 
and Rotterdam in divers places, according to the 
advice formerly given by the Prince of Orange. 
The waters at fir ft rofo but very moderately, 
and afforded fmall comfort to the befieg'd, but 
about the end of September ( as is ufual ) they 
were in a little time fwolfn to fuch a heighth 
that all thc Country round about Leyden was 
turn'd into a Sea, the Spaniards Eying with all 
fpeed from the Inundation, and not being able 
to get off without thc lofi of fifteen hundred 
men. Thc very heat and vigor of the fiege con- 
tinued at leaft' five, months, thc Citizens ( of 
whom no fewer then ten thoufand are faid to 

X x have 
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have perifh'd during the fame ) for a good part 
of that time undergoing all the miferics that 
famine and difeafes are able to inflict. The firft 
relief came into the Town upon the third of Octo- 
ber, which is (till made an anniverfary day of 
Thanksgiving 5 there being alfo every year a 
Tragi -Comedy acted, containing a reprefenta- 
tion of this calamitous fiege. The money which 
is gathered from great numbers of people that 
come from all parts to fee it, is given to the 
poor. In the time of the fiege they were fore'd 
to coin Paper money ( which afterwards was 
exchanged for Silver ) there being two pieces 
itampt of different value. The bigger had on 
one fide a Lion holding up a Hat upon a Spear, 
with thefe words infcrib'd on the edge, H*c Li- 
bertatis ergo, and on the circumference of the 
other fide was written Deris fervet Ley dam, with 
the crofs keies the Citv Arms and thefe letters in 
the midft N. O. U. L. S. G. I. P. A. C that is 

Nummus obfeffk Vrbis Lugdunenfis fub Gubernati- 
one Illuflriflimi Principis Auriaci Cufus. The 

lefler piece had a Lyon with the crofs keies and 
fugno pro patria on one fide, and on the other 
only Lugdunum Batavorum. The year following 

( viz. an. 1575) was one of the moft famous 
forrejgn Univerfitics founded here 5 and the 
greateft inducement thereunto was 
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rally imagin 'd the recompencing of the In- 
habitants for their conftancy and great fuffer- 
ings m refifting the Spaniards-, tho no doubt 
the ncatnefs of the Buildings and Iargenefe of 
the ftreets, the courteous difpofition of the peo- 
ple, the convenience of pleafant walks and the 
neighbourhood of the Sea, did in part prevail 
with the Pnnce and States to pitch upon this 
pJace before all others for a feat of Learning 

Upon the 8th of February an. 167% ( 2S > of Jan 

1674 according to our account) were a hun- 
dred years compleated from the dedication of 
this Univerfity, and therefore (notwithftanding 
all the hardfhips thefe Countries then labour'd 
under; the faid day was kept as a feftival with 
very great folemnity, the Prince of Orange , and 
other noble Peonages being invited ! h ther, 
and after Mu&k and fpeeches prefented with a 
very fplendid entertainment. It will not be 
improper in this place to give the Reader a Ihort 
account of tins Univerfity , collected out of 
two or three late travellers of good reputation: 
by whom we are inlorm'd to this effect. The 
Schools are one pile of brick Building, three 
ftoncs high, containing two rooms on a floor 
the uppermoft of all ( which are garrets ) be- 

Elzez/iriana. There is 

here , as in molt forreign Univerfitics a fines 
^a^ycarly Printed and affix'd to theSchool 
gates, by which all perfons are infbrm'd what 
hour every ProfefTor reads. The numbed of 
Schollars m tins Univerfity is (according to Us 
delues de la Holl. ) about two thoufand, who 
a4 wP OVl1 * nd u P««ablc then fome vTars 

rnunA n a W - C f b oF Mrt y flx m en went?he 
rounds every night ,n Winter rime to prevent 

quarrels and diforders. Adioynim? to the 

SKaS d tho^ ^ ftoSl 
wicn punts, tho nothing near fo Jar^ rU„ 

of Oxford, one telling ul that It is albuare c f 

las dien an acre of around Or. rU<* 1 7 
as von enter into itTanoT a W^W^ 

from Sr??? 01 ™^. ™ Sea Horfc , brousS 
-* of th e L fcod.fSS a SASftfiS 



Rocks. Thefe nefts are faid to be eat£rt J° the 
Chine fe and being difroiv'd in poS^dv 
to make a delicate difh. Before you r na 
this Garden you pafs by a piece Q f ft 10 
erected for public Lectures, which the i r n§ 
tion over its door calls JEdem magnifice 
tarn; but fome fay, the word tzaLU 1 
not be taken in earned, but 
complement to the Curators of the UnivL^ a 
and Burgomafters of the City, by whom ,f fty 
built. In this Univerfity are only fSdn^ 
Colledges (if they may deferve tobt&j 
bang faid by one to come nearer the 
of Hofpitals ) the reft of the StudenS livi H 
private Lodgings in the Town. The pS W 
alone, and they only when thev read Lea 
or prefide at difputations, wear Gowns , 0 £ 
performing even their exercife in Cloah r 
this (as m moft if not all forrdgn Univedi^ 
all Auditors fit coycr'd at Ledtures and £ 

U°T' i n ^ onfcrr,n S degrees there is no reLft 
had to ftanding, and for exercife he thatincenl 
to commence. Prints a ftate of the queftion he 
defigns to maintain, which he is oblig'd to <k 
fend againft all opponents. Each Irofeflbr" 
befides the profit which arifes to him from Jus 
Auditors (who are in the nature of Pupils) has 
about 2 or 3 hundreds pounds a year allow'd 

by the States. Liberalium Artium Magi/ler, and 
Doctor ; m each faculty are the only degrees 
conferr d here. All that are matriculated 2 
the Univerfity Regifter enjoy very large pnvi- 
Jedges 5 and thofc above the age of twenty are 
exempted from paying Excife, for a confidera- 

nru ' t, 2 Jim / Jted ' quantity of Wine and Beer. 
1 he Rector ( who is chofen bv the Stadholder 
out of three prefented to him) enters yearly 
upon his Office , on the day of the dedication, 
or Encarnia, of the Univerfity, mz, the 8 of 
February. Jo him is given the title of Mag- 
Ttificus 5 befides whom there are ufuallv three 
Curators, a/lifted by the four City Confuls as 
their fColkgues, and the Syndick as their Own- 
ed ion- The Univerfity Senat confifts of twelve 
1 rofeflors, that is three in each faculty, tho it 
be in the power of the Curators, but with cer- 
tain limitations, to augment their number. All 
caufcs of Schollars b^th civil and criminal (if 
we believe as C onringius alTures us ) are ultimate- 
ly decided by the Rector and his 4 AflefTors, to 
whom are joyn'd the Confuls and fome of the 
Scabms of the City 5 but the Rectorchimfelf is 
Judge, and as another good Author informs us, 
gives fentence m the Iaft refort, without appeal 
or revifion. The Univerfity Library would be 
of fmall confiderarion were it not for its Ma- 
nufenpts, which are many, and of great va- 
lue; as particularly; 87 given by Jofifb Sea- 
liger: $56 left by Doctor Warner: ^belonging 
to the old Library : 2 2 1 brought out of the Eaft 

u y rS Golius -> and 9 brought from Mauritania ; 
behdes 370 Greek and Latin. In the Anatomy 
Tneater "is an innumerable company of Skele- 
tons of all forts and fizes, with feveral x\4um- 
mies 5 old Heathen Reliques and Idols; many 
choice kinds of Minerals ; China fongs 5 Habits 
of diverfe Countryes &cc. particularly 1. The 
Scdcton of a young Whale taken out of the 
old ones belly ; above 6 yards long. 2. A nas& 
bladder containing 4 ftoop, or about 2 gallons 
of water. 3. T he Mummy of an Egyptian Prince, 
reputed to be 1800 years old. And 4. a Tbad- 
ltool, which grew in the Harlem Meer, and is 
a thoufand years old , if we believe tradition. 

The moft famous Profeuors in this Univerfty 

have 
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have been befides feveral others of no mean 
account, but too many to be all enumera- 
ted in this place: i. in Divinity 5 Lambertus 

J)an<£us, Fr and feus Gomarus, Andreas Rivet us , 
Antonius Wal<zus, Antonius Tbyfius, and Fridericus 
Sfanheimius. 2 In Law 5 Hugo Donellus, Everar- 
ius Broncborfi? Cornelius Suanenburcb, Fetrus Cu- 
ntus-y Bernardus Sc hot anus? Arnold us Vinnius^ and 
Jacobus Mefiertius. 3. In Hiftory 5 Juftus Lip- 
fius 9 Paulus Merula, Fetrus Czin^us-, ( before he 
became a FrofefTor of Law ) D 

cminzcus Faudius* 
and Gerardus Johannes Vojfius 5 which two Jail 

mention 7 d were likewife Profeflbrs of Eloquence. 

Daniel ffeinfius, Marcus Zuerius Boxbornius^ and 
Johannes Meurfius, were alfo a great ornament 
todiis Univerfity 5 and none more then the 
excellent Linguift, Thomas Erpennius. To thefe 
muft be added Fetrus Molin<£us , afterwards a 
Profcflbr of Divinity in France $ Gilbertus J a- 
chdtus-, Fetrus Bertius ( ftigma tiz'd by C onringius 
for his apoftacy in his old Age ) Jafpar BarUus, 
franco Burgerfdicius, and Adrianus Hereboord^ and 
h&lyjofeph Scaliger, and Claudius S alma fius, in- 
vited hither out of their own Country of France 
by the States of Holland and Weftfrizeland by 

whom they were allow'd contidcrable Salaries. 
There have, as is abovefaid, been others more 
modern, but we fhall only mention that excel- 
lent Practitioner in Phyfick Francifcus de le Boe 
Sylvius, who had fo great a refpeel:, or rather 
veneration, for our unparailela Willis, that lie 
is reported never to have nam'd him, either in 
his Le&urcs or publick difputations, without 
tatmg off his Cap. • But tho the Univerfity has 
been liappy in fo great a number of eminent 
perfons the City has reafon to be humbl'd for 

their infamous Taylour, John of Leyden, King 

llt ^ naba P clfts and the reft of die Fanatick 
rabble in Wefiphalia, who having evidenced to 
the World the moft dreadful confequencies and 
efteas of the opinion which makes grace or 
knctity (more frequently pretended then real) 
entitle to dominion, was in the year 1534 bc- 
liegc I, taken, and executed in the City of Mun- 
fter, by the Bifhop of that Diocefe. This Ty- 
rant Samt's will was the onlv Law to the poor 
^iuded people, his Soveraigntv being fo ab- 
solute, that he flew one of his 14 Wives with 
to own hand for not putting a fufficient value 
upon his pretended Revelations. Two voung 
men went before him as he rode thorou-h zh% 

,^\u nC °f whom carr > r ' d a Bible ^ his hands 
and the other a Sword 5 fignificant Emblems 

dmr! C r?°^ 7 ze ^ to wIlich che ^ were atcen- 
TciL ? Unn ^- the fie ^ e ' a {ooU[h Woman 

cov^° 0 1°, ,micace ? udith * but tee was dif- 
A i>5 nd 1 ? ain b ^ the Bi/hops own Sword , 

S fe A m her , promife of bringing Hoi 
m 5 hcad m» the Citv, which at len 



or Council of fcrtv. For the 



the forefaid Senat 

Atbenx Bat*»«, and Boxbcrri^Thf, S 

Ciftatmn HoUandi^At Z*ti™S 

rx&^p ss-ssr s^s^l 

^ofthaJfa Lcagucrhc bredth being but a 
or the eighth part of a mile. I? is evceeSf 
compaA and uniform, and one Channel of v / 

and Leyden being a flat and feinv level fu\\ 0 f 
fallow Pools of water) fo that it is original/ f,£ 
pos d to have been the effect of A n co- rrivV? 
and defign d for a place of pleafurt; 'the Sfne 
of the young Birds by fhaldng down the Nel 
being particularly very diverting, and invitin- 

great number S otpeople,whichfiokM 5 itherin th? 
feafon not only from all parts of Holland™ but 

out of all the other Provinces. Hegenitius teHs 
us, it was reported that our King 7 ames had 
yearly two Ships lading of young Birds out of 

ffnd^ff p C c , 0 " ve ^ d " K ,° E >&*¥- The chief 

kinds of Fowl that breed here are four : r. Schol- 
ars, call d by us Shags, and refemblin g Cormo- 
rants, tho lefs. It is fomewhat furprizmg to 
fee them, being a whole-rooted Bird, alight and 
build upon Trees. 2. Lepelaers 5 fuppofed much 
the fame with our Spoon-bills. 3 . Qyacken, or 
Quacks. The Germans call them Night-Ravens 
becaufe they make an odd noife in die night like 
an endeavour to vomit. 4. Re.vgers, or Herons. 
Befides thefe there are common Ravens, Wcod- 
Pigeons, Turtle- Doves, is"c. 

About a League from Leyden flands RbitJ- 
burg, an ancienr, and formerlv well fortih 'd 
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oer- 



c'i was 



7err n K C P r ^ ttcr as much as ^ver Saguntum or 
SiT H form ^ly endur'd by Se S c 5 the 
afllir^ P c dependin S to the verv laft upon the 
nurance g 3V en them bv the bold Impoitor, of 

Mapift a ™ lrac "io^s deliverance. As for the 
and nn^F r - > the nature, Members, 

thcrn?. °; x f bcin S niucli the fame as in o- 
notice ^ 5 °l thc Prov ^ce, wc fiiall onlv take 
fttsnfr theSenat or Common Council con- 
occ^o 7 Mcn ' 00 whom upon fome publick 
born ?* ^ addcd aI1 tho ^ who have formerly 
dcclini 17 9 ffi ^' Their Confuls are four, the 

old 1 whom is annual > one of the 
The £ cs u alwa y s continues for the fecond year, 
bv rh7 d 05 .°t Efchevins, are eight, appointed 

°ut of ? a 5 >V ?? al Pernor, or Stadtholder 
a rouble number, propos'd to him by 



Town. Fetronella Wife of Florent the fat, ai:d 
Sifter of the Emperor Lotbarius the fecond , 
founded an Abby or Nunnery here for Women 
of quality, the ruins whereof; which were ro 
be feen not many years fince, evidence it to have 
been a very fine ilructure. It depended for 
fpirituals upon Utrecht, as did rnofl or all o- 
ther religious houfes in this Province, which never 
had any Biihop of its own, alcho Philip the fecond 
upon the new Erection intended Harlem for the 
feat of one. 

A League from hence is Nortwyck, within 
half an hours journey of the Sea, by reafon 
of the pleafantnefs of thc place inhabited by 
many Gentlemen. Valkenbiug is a place famous 
for the Horfe fair held there yearly in the month 
of September ; to which in former days reforted 
Merchants not only out of Italy, Spain, Germa- 
ny? and Denmark, but out of the Continent of 
Africk if we believe les delices de la Holla?:d. 
Catwyck_ upon the Rhine, ieated between the old 
mouth of that River and Rbinsburch, is likewife 
a very pleafant place, and inliabited by feveral 
Gentlemen who live upon their E-tates. Be- 
tween two and three hundred years ago the 
Ocean as it were withdrawing it felt, and re- 
tiring more then is ufual towards its own deep 
Channel, fome parts of an old Caftle, cail'd by 
writers Arx Britannica , and lying at the old 
mouth of the Rhine about 16 hundred paces 
from Catrvyck. op Zee were difeover'd 5 and anno 
1520 the fame were left bare for near two days 
together. After this z/i^ an. 1552 die founda- 
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tions of it did yet more clearly appear and fhew 
th mfelves, and the Building was found to be 
of a fquare form, and about 960 Roman feet in 
compafs. The neighbouring Inhabitants dug 
up feveral great (tones, of a greyifh colour, be- 
ing feme three foot high and four foot broad 5 
befides divers bricks, about a foot fquare, and 
as frefh and folid as if they had been !>ut newly 
burnt 5 with old Roman Coins, and old fafhion'd 
Veflels, made of feveral mettals. But in the year 
i.K.62. was this place forfaken by theSea, for above 
the (pace of 2 . days 5 in which time were feme thou- 
fands of (tones dug up, and feveral curious Vcf- 
fds found with this infeription, Ex. Ger. Inf. 
Some fuppofe it to have been built by Caligula, 
and there are divers conjectures made at the 
rcafon of its being call'd Britannica, the moft 
probable of which feems to be, that it was de- 
fign'd (whoever was its Founder) for a Granary 
of Corn brought out of Britain 3 for which pur- 
pofc many other (tore houfes were erected by 
the Romans both in Gaul and Germany. There 
flood alfo in former Ages ( for it was burnt 
down in the courfe of the wars with Spain ) a- 
bout two miles from Leyden, near unto NortnycJk. 
and not far from die Sea, a richly endow'd Nun- 
nery, of die Order of St. Bernard, Founded by 
one of their ancient Earls. 



Between hey den, and Woerden, and about ten 
miles from the firft of thofe two Ciries, is fi- 
tuate the Town of Alphen, fuppos'd to be the 
Albiniana Caftra of Antoninus 3 unlefs it mav ra- 
ther have taken its name from Alphenus Varus, 
a Bat avian General, of whom botn Tacitus and 
Flutach make mention. Between Alphen and 
Ley den is Roomburch , which word fignifies the 
Reman City or Town. It is call'd in Velferuss 
Geographical Table, Tr<ztorium Agrippinte? and 
appears by divers both Silver and Brafs coins, 
certain old ftatues, and feveral Infcriptions and' 
other Monuments of Antiquity found here, to 
have been a place of note, and a feat of the Ro- 
mans in the firft Ages of their Empire. 

The Diftrict of Rbinlan d contains in all "about 
57 Villages, the chief of thofe in the Country 
about Leyden being (befides the already men- 
tioned) Wajfenaer near the {andy Downs* which 
belongs to the honourable family of that name. 
Ooftgeeft, among the faid Downs 5 Warmont with- 
in a League and half of Harlem, an exceeding 
pleafant place, the Lords whereof are likewifc 

the Wajfenaer s 3 Voorhout 5 Ley der dorp, which be- 
longs to the City of Leyden, and wherein arc 
.more Palaces then ordinary houfes 3 Caudekerck 3 
Vourfcboten, very pleafantly feated 3 Souterwoode * 
about a League from the City 3 near unto which 
are alfo many Caftles and Manfion houfes of 
perfons of better qualitv 5 fuch as are Bornchorft^ 
L>oefe h Poelgeefti Cronefiein, a fine houfe, with 
delicate gardens and walks 3 with feveral others 
more largely difcours'd of by divers Writers 
and particularly in les delices de la Hollande* 
where we are told that he who fhall from the 
top of one of the neighbouring fand-hills take a 
full view of the flat Country below him, divi- 
ded by a thoufand Channels, and thick fct with 
a multitude of neat Villages, befides an infinite 



ing hung up by him that would appear th 
ftouteft man among the Boors y the touching 
whereof by any other, was look'd upon as tlf 
accepting of the challenge, and undertaking the 
combate, which was to be perform'd in this 
manner. Firft the parties to engage brake off 
the points of their weapons, and then in a fu- 
rious and frantick manner fell to it, holding 
their hats in their left hands to defend their facef 
which neverthelefs very often fuffcr'd the lofs 
of a cheek or nofe 5 but thefc brutilh Duels 
have been fo ftrictly prohibited and fo feverciy 
punilh'd, that for feveral years paft they have 
feldom or never happened in any part of the 
Country. 

An. 1160 Woerden was built by Godfiy BifLop 
of Vtrecbt, to be in the nature of a bridle to his 
own Epifcopal City, too apt to rebel againil 
their Prelates 3 but it was afterwards the occafi- 
on of bloody wars between the Earldom of 
Holland, and the Bifhoprickj by the former of 
which it was feiz'd upon for the treafbn of Ikr- 
mannus Woerdanus y who was found to be one of 
the Confpirators in the barbarous affaffinacion 
of Florent the fift. Not many ages ago the 
Caftle of Woerden was accounted die ftrongeft 
in the whole Province, being hardly expugnable 
if well garrifon'd, and therefore in old writers 
call'd the key of Holland. 



number of beautiful houfes, wherewith it is in 
all parts cunoufly adorn d, muft make hafte to 
get down again for fear of loofing himfelf in 
an amazing tranfport , the neceffary effect of 
fo ravilhing a profpect. The above mend- 
oned and other neighbouring -Villages have their 
annual Fairs, which anciently were never ken* 
without fome extravagant kind of Back fword 
play 5 for fuch it was, a (hort broad fword be- 



We j 

modern writers that it is at prefcnt very ftrong, 
and that the whole Town ( which is but fmal], 
and is feated upon the Rhine about five little 
Leagues from Leyden ) is fecure from any fud- 
den affaulc. In the month of September an. 1672 
Woerden came into the hands of the French, and 
being found a poft of greateft confiderarion, as 
it refpected the Province of Holland, the Duke 
of Luxenburg prefently took care to have it ex- 
cellently forcify'd, leaving here, when he re- 
turned to Vtrecbt no fewer then two thoufand 
men in garrifon. Towards the end of November 
the fame year the Dutch under the command of 
the Lord of Zuyleftein and Earl of Home, endea- 
voured to recover this Town by a kind of fur- 
prize, but the garrifons watch having difcovef d 
their approach , made a fire to give notice 
thereof to the French at Vtrecht, which (the 
wind blowing very hard ) feiz'd upon and con- 
fum'd about 16 ox 1 7 neighbouring houfes, with 
the Church and Tower 5 the Town houfe efca- 
ping beyond expectation. Hereupon enfu'd 
a very fmart encounter, the Prince of Orange ad- 
vancing to the affiftanceof the afTailants on one 
fide, and the Duke of Luxenburg to the relief ot 
the place on the other 5 the latter of whom 
thorough the conduct of certain Peafants fell 
fo unexpectedly upon Zuylefteins quarters that 
he quickly fruftratcd their defign 3 altho the 
Nether land writers tell us that 2 thoufand French, 

and but 5 hundred of their own men, were flam 
and taken in the action. This was the laft ta- 
ken and firft quitted of all the Towns that in 
the late war came under the French yoak, be- 
ing deferred by them in October an. 1673, tho 
(that they might the more refemble the grand 
enemy of mankind, who is always obferv'd to 
fhatter and maim the habitation of which he is 
difpoiTcfs'd ) not without ruining a great part ot 
its fortifications, and caufins fome Bulwarks/vvitn 

undermin 



blown up 5 



thoufand 



more- 



~ "f) UiV^UldllU VjllUtli , 

over exacted to redeem the City it felf from toe 
Flames. 

Oudewater is call'd in Latin by fome Vetetes 

Aqu*, that is, Old Water 5 and by others Oude- 

waertera? but was moft probably nam'd at fint 

Oudwaerdt 
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fafyaerdt ( that is, the old Ifle or Diftridt ) in 
Mlin&ion from the adjacent Waerdt, which goes 
alfo by the name of the new Waerdt. It ftands 
upon the J^/, about a League from Mo?itfocrt, 
and tho but a fmall place, yet is it pleafantly 
feared, and makes good advantage of the beft 
fort of Hemp, which its foil produces in great 
abundance. In the year 1575 it was fir'd and 
plunder 'd by the Spaniards, iufficiently enrag'd 
at their having been not long before com pcll'd 
to quit the fiegc of Leyden. Aloft of the inha- 
bitants dyed either by Sword or Halter, and the 
Town it felf was fo entirely ruin'd, that tho it was 
foon after began to be recdifyed, yet as Blaeu tells 
us, it is never like to recover its former ncatnefs 
of Buildings. Johannes Pateonydorus, call'd alfo 
de Veteri Aqua, a Carmelite Frier, who dyed an. 
j 50 7, and Gerardus de Rofs, Library-Keeper to 
Arch-Duke Ferdinand, but cfpecialiy Cornelius 
Valerius ( who fucceeded Petrus Na?mius in his 
Profefibrfhip of the Latin Tongue at Bois-le-duc, 
and deceased an. 1578) and Rodolplms Snellius 
an excellent Linguift and Mathematician ( who 
dy'd an. 1613 ) have been ornaments to this 
Town, which was their birth-place. 

Bodegrave, a very ancient Village ( mention 
being made of it in Jobamies Bee anus under the 
year 10 17 ) is within the Territory of Woerden. 
Cornelius Aurelius calls the inhabitants of this 



foremenuon d Lord of Amftel was one of t V 
" u P?bcr. This inftance feems to givc ^onLd y 
(which wJI always have cicherche Jove oS of 

iubie£bs) die nrcrp^n^ k=f„„ .n , 1 _ or 
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vernments, each of which the further it recedS 
from this makes proportionable approaches to 
^" a, !!^ nd COnf ^ ucntl ^raws nearer co Anar- 



place Bagaud*, but for what reafon it does not 
appear, tho the Latin word fignifies Outlaws and 
Robbers, like the Irijh Tories or Italian Banditi. 
The Dutcbfay this was a very fine Village but the 
other day,when burnt down by the Frew/;* (difap- 
pointed in their defign of adding the Province of 
Holland to their other conquefts ) with all that 
flood upon the Rhine between the Goudefluyce and 
Woerden - y of which en terprize, and the barbarous 
cruelties committed upon the miferable inhabi- 
tants, we have fpoken briefly in another place. At 
the fame time were among others dcftroyd y Smam- 
vierdam, a fine Village between Bodegrave and 
Alpben$ and Niewerbrug, fi tu ate between Woerden 
and Bodegrave 5 this later being afterwards ftrong- 
ly fortified by the Dutch, and made one of their 
chief Pofts againft the irruptions of the French. 

We are now come to Kennemerland, lying be- 
tween Rbynland, the Ocean, the body of North- 
tiolknd, the Te, and the Harlem-Meer. The in- 
habitants of this Dittrict. ( thought by fome, 

s Junius, to have been 
anciently the Canine fates 5 which word is inter- 
preted by them to iignifie Catchers or Eaters of 
ponies, known to abound in the adjoining Sand 
Hms ) are frequently met with in the old Annals 
and Hiftories of thefe Countries 5 but we (hall 
take notice only of one memorable action where- 
in they were concerned, and that was in the non- 
age of Florent the Fifth, at which time the Pea- 
sants and common Rabble of this Countrv, find- 
m tnemfelves as it were without a fupremc Go- 
l n ? r s rof e up in great multitudes, and (being 
«ued by much the fame principles as our late 
^vellers m England) ruin'd and plundered the 
" 0u ^ L °f ™e Magiftrates of Towns and Coun- 
ty Nobility, Gysbrecht Lord of Amftel, one of 

in»' nCXt nei S nbours > joining witli and head- 
's tJlc ™ partly to fave his own Territory from 

uV^r dc V aftat,on > and partlv to take revenge 
Pon leveral of his moft powerful enemies 5 yet 

non f V ^ lc concerning this very people, that 
and ha- • Sub J e( ^ s wcrc afterwards fo atfrive 
r he { a |p ^ n P ro ^ cutin S the murtherers of 
tercefT c ^orent 5 not admitting of any in* 
their • c ^ c Confpirators, or mitigation of 
iClr Pumihment, tho their beloved Leader, die 
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chy, whercunto there will ever now and then 
appear a manifeft tendency, al tho the fame ma v 
happen to be prevented, at leaft forfeveral years 
or it may be feme Ages, even in a Common- 
wealth, as hath been fufficicntly experienced in 
this of the Dutch : which whenever it happens 
muft bc imputed to the particular temper or 
neceffities of a people , or to fome excellent 
orders and contrivances in the frame and confti- 
tution of the Government it felf 5 or laftlv to the 
great concern which neighbouring Princes maV 
nave in its prefcrva tion. 

C onringius derives the word Kennemer from King 
and Heim and fays that the ancient Earls of the 
Province had not only their inauguration but 
their ulual habitation in this part of the Coun- 
try j fo that he will have the word to denote 
the King or Princes Houfc. But to let this pafs 
as very conjectural, it is probable enough that 
the limits of this Diftrict. were fo far extended 
in former ages that they comprehended Alcmaer 
( now one of the principal Towns of Weft-Frize- 
land, or N or th- Holland ) and no fewer then 
two and forty Villages. The chief Towns, Villages, 
and Caftles, accounted at prefent within the Ter- 
ritory of Kennemerland fincc the year 1560, are 

Harlem, Bervpyck* Acker /loot, Egmont, Brederode, 

Afendelfburgb, with fome others to befeen in C on- 
ringius. 

Whether Harlem ( call'd alfo in ancient wri- 
tings Haerlem, Herlem, H<£relem, and Haralem ) 
took its name from the Herulz, or from Eere 
and Lemmer (which words fignific Glory pur- 
chased by the Sword, which is part of its Arms) 
or from Jerlem, a City of the Normans, who 
according to fome, planted a Colony here and 
in other places of Holland 3 or laftly, from one 
Wilhelm a Frizifh Prince, call'd for brevity's fake 
Le?n, and upon account of his Quality Heer- 
Lem, that is, my Lord Lem 3 we /hall not deter- 
mine : tho as the other Etvmologies are but 
uncertain, fo this laft is by Hadrianus Junius ac- 
counted very abfurd, it having? as he obferves, 
never been known in any Nation, that the peo- 
ple fo difrefpecftiully curtail'd and abbreviated the 
names of their Princes. It is a large, populous, 
and plcafint City 3 the Buildings having been fo 
contriv'd, as not to be defective cither in fplen- 
dour or convenience.' It is fituate about five miles 
from the Sea, which fupplies it with excellent 
Filh 3 and is at this day iirongly walfd and en- 
trench'd about with a very broad Ditch 3 yet 
would it be a place of much greater ftrength, 
were not the neighbouring Country, towards the 

Sand-hills and the Wood, fo high diat it 

be drown'd by their Sluces3 the confederation 
whereof made the inhabitants of Harlem fat 
more apprchenfive of the French in 1672 then 
otherwife they had been. On one fide of it ftands 
a fmall Wood ( very unreafonably brought in 
competition by fome with that of the Hague) 
fcrving for pleafure rather then the u{es of build- 
ing or fuel ( here Florent the fifth built that Pa- 
lace, which from the perpetual confort of mu- 
fical Birds about it was denominated Vogeljang ) 
and on the other fide' runs the Spam within the 
walls, a leilcr branch of which River wafhing 
the fame on the outiide, and then joining with 
the main fiream makes this part of the City 

Yy an 
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an \faa&.Harlem was quite deftroy'd by fire in the 
year 1 34o,and about the year 1400 the plat of the 
City was fo far enlarged as to take in ground on 
die other fide of the Spam, for that: River in 

1 is faid to run not tho- 



writings 3- 37^, ~> — — - , - . r — it icems rk 

row, but hard bv Harle??i. Of the Monaftencs Harlemtfts, having more guts in their brains \h 

of the Carmelites and Preaching Friers, and of their companions, arm'd the Keels of their siv 

other Religious Houfes in this Town there is with fharp Saws, and failing up the Ch\ , , 

!- t_ r j ~d ,, A *-U~ i-UnrrU with a ftrnno^alp r^f W,V>^ I i_ _ ™ an nd 



was found impregnable by reafbn of i ts h ■ 
defended by two ftrong Towers, between 
great Chains were drawn acrofs , whercbv 1 
paflage up the River and into the FWn tne 
wholly obftruaed. Hereupon, as it feTmc J 

then 



>_,aiujwii.wj * * 7 . 

other Religious Houfes in this Town there is 
little found upon Record 5 but the Church of 
St.Bavo, made a Biihops Cathedral by Paul the 
the fourth an. 155.?, and call'd by the inhabi- 
tants the great Church, is really the ftrongelt, 
the moft fpatious, and mod; beautiful Building 
of that kind in the Province of Holland. In 
it (befides many others) is to be feen the Epi- 
taph of Cornelius Schon<zus of Goude, School m after 
of this place, and from the Comedi* S acr<z which 
he wrote denominated Terentius Chriftianus. It 
runs thus : 



ReRor Juvent<£, Mufici DuSlor Gregis 
S ebon* us egi fabulam fitlam prius : 
V zram per egi 5 fummus hie Atlus mibi. 
See nam relinquo. Vos valete is* plaudite. 
Ob. an. 161 1. Nov. 28. Aet. 71. 

The Town-houfe is an handfbm ftructure, and 
fo is the Butchery, which is covered with Lead, 
and is the more remarkable upon that account, 
becaufe few public Buildings are fo rooft in 
thefe Countries. In former ages a ftrong Caftle 
belong 'd to this place, which gave occafion to 
a fignal proof of conjugal love 5 for the Lord 
of it being for tyranny and oppreflion befieg'd 
by the common people, and at length redue'd 
to extremitv, his Lady capitulated with them, 
and engag'd to deliver up the Cattle, with what- 
ever was in it, except as much of her moft pre- 
cious Goods and Jewels as flie her felf could 
carry away at once 3 which being granted, (he 
took her Husband upon her Shoulders, and fo 
lecur'd him from the fury of the Rabble, to 
whom all things elfe were gladly abandonU 
The trade and employment of the inhabitants 
conlifts ahnoft entirely in weaving of Silks, as 
Oamask, Velvet, Satdn, TafFaty, istc. and Unnen 
Cloth ( the fineft and whiten: in all the Pro- 
vince ) Tiffany , isre. And we are told, that 

fome time after Flanders and Brabant came into 
the poiTedion of the Spaniards, there were found 
m this City at Icaft five and twenty thoufand 
perfons, at full age and under threefcore, who 
apply d themfelves to commerce and arts of ma- 
nufacture. We are told alfo, that all the Wea- 
vers in this City forfook their trade, and turn d 
Tulip-Merchants, at the time ( which was fome 
fifty rears ago) when the fancy for Tulips, call'd 
by fome T ulippomania, reign'd in thefe Countries 
and from thence invaded France. In the year 
1657 was a Channel cut between Harlem and 
Leyden, whereby the entercourfe between the 
two Towns in Boats drawn by Horfes was much 
promoted. Over one of the chief Gates of Har- 
lem are the City Arms plac d, being a Sword 
between four Stars and a Crofs * over X 

xhTr °/ K ' T lth ^ Motto > Vkit ™™ Virtus. 
Thefe Arms the Dutch tell us were given the 

f&rlemtfs r about the twelfth Century by the Em 

fnr?L f I ^Patriarch of Conft anting 

for the fpecial fervice done by them to the Chri- 
ftian Army in the Holv War ; which waV rhl 
taking of Damiata (formerly Pe^)^^ 
a Port of to great confideration that itkte^d 
by Suidas the Key of that Country ThL CNrv 
( as the Dutch, and I think hardly % oTher wrf 
ters inform us ) being befieg'd by the 3SK 



with a ftrong Gale of Wind broke the fori . 
Chains, and made way for the reft of the Nav 
winch in a little time made themfelvr* ™ n ' 
of the place. It is fomewhat feaira 
fay, that the ordinary Hiftoriansof thole t 
make no mention of this brave exploit 
the Citizens are atfur'd of the ftory 'bv i n f a n y 
tradition 5 the fame being confirmed alfo bv 2 
two Bells in the high Tower of the ChurSf 
made of Corinthian Brafs, and commonly call'? 
as Hegenitius tells us, de Damiatgens, befides dire. 

Ships Hung up as a memorial of the a tchievemenr 
in the great Church, and the yearly carrvi n <> of 
little Ships t the prows of which are befet wirh 
Saws ) thorow the ftreets by the vouth of the 
City. That Printing was firft. found out bv Lav 
rence C ofter a Citizen of Harlem, has much more 
of probability in it, tho it be difputed by fome 
and the honour of that moft ufeful Invention 
beftow d upon Ment^ m Germany 5 which is par- 
ticularly done by one Gabriel Naud*us y z Puritan 
who has not many thanks given him for fodo' 
ing by our Low-Country Writers. The truth is 
Petrus Schriverius and Hadrianus Junius have 
brought fuch pregnant proofs in behalf of Har- 
lem, that the thmg feems to be left no Wr 
difputable 5 the later of which allows at laft that 
John Fauft of Mentz^ might pofliblv be the firft 
tliat contnv'd the way of cafting Letters of Lead, 
I m, or Brafs 5 wherewith agrees a paffage m 
Mariangelus Accurfius, an Italian, who favs, Im- 
prefus eft hie Donatus, izrc.primum omnium aii.i 450. 
Admonztus certe fuit Johannes Fauft, Civis Mogun- 
tinus, qui primus excogitavit Artem Typis aereis. ex 
Donato HollandU prius imprefo in tabula incik 
But as for the true glory of the In vencion, Chance 
methinks may put in a claim before the Hat- ' 
lemifi, for the Dutch themfelves tell us, that his 
hitting upon it was purely accidental, all that 
he intended at firft being no more then as he 
walk'd with his Grandchildren after Dinner in 
the neighbouring Wood ( where the Citizens 
ufually divert themfelves when they have little 
elfe to do) to faihion Letters of the bark of 
Trees, and making therewith an im predion upon 
Paper, to teach the Boys their Alphabet 5 tho 
being a man of parts, and obferving that thofe 
rude beginnings of an Art might be improv'd 
far beyond what he at firft deftgnd, he con- 
trived an Ink which being more gludnous 
and thick fhould not be fo apt to blot, and (as 
fome tell us ) in a litde time printed a whole 
Donatus. The time when this noble Art frtf 
peeped into the world, is not agreed upon by 
Authors, fome recording its original in the y&£ 
i43°> others 1440, and fome again making the 
birth of it as early as 1420 5 the main reafe 
of which difcrepancy I fuppofe to be the diffe- 
rent opinions concerning the place and Author 
of this Invention, which cannot be aflerted to 
Mentz and John Fauft ( who is faid to have been 
C ofter s Servant, and upon a Chriftmas Eve, when 
the reft of the Famil/were employ 'din matters 

of devotion, to t ' " A "* 

Letters and other uiuuik> 3 ucuHuug uu*xivx* 
to Amfterdam, then to Colen-> and at length to 
MentzinGermany) before the lateft of the above- 

mention'd years, the firft Book that ever he 

li/h d 



himfelf firft 



NETHERLA 



jiuYd being a Grammar, then much in ufe, calfd 

Al'exandri Galli Dotlrinale, which appears to have 
been printed by him in the year 1442, or accor- 
ding to others not before 1452. The CamcFauft 
fome time after printed Bibles, which he fold at 
Paris for fixty Crowns apiece (tho afterwards 
lie afforded them cheaper ), whereas before thev 
us d to be fold bv the beft Scribes for four or rive 
hundred. They knew not at firft how to prior 
both fides of a Iheet of Paper, but having ( for 
example in Folio's) printed thofe which at this 
day make the firft and fourth page, they glu'd 
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The at rum Vrbium nnA r^+r • * 

Cbronicon HollZlU Gc *' W * 5 Appendix to 



or parted the orhertwo (which iho^ild have been refer the ReidA- i^cT T^ um . 01 , tne ldme > 
die feeond and third ) together 5 being oblig'd who have w W^^^i^' ra 5B.^- and others, 



rr\\v\r fU, Jl -^i3«.n rectucd to that ex^^- 



Qb 

Volumes. Neither was any thing of the Art it 
fclf for fome time commonly apprehended, peo- 
ple being aflonifh'd to fee divers Copies of the 
fame Book fo exactly correfpond, and not a fpeck 
or tittle of difference to be obferv'd between 
them 5 which thing feem'd the more ftrange and 
unaccountable, becaufe it was generally taken 
for granted that all was done by Pen. 

Over the door of the Houfe which was for- 
merly the habitation of the abovemcntion'd 
Lawrence Cofier, and ftands about the middle of 
the Qcy, was for many years to be fecn an in- 
fcnption iii thefe words, Memoriae Sacrum. Typo- 
grapbia Ars Art rum omnium confervatrix hie primum 
invent* circa annum 1440. If tin's were put up 

(as Blaeu teils us it was) bv the public autho- 
rity of the place, it feems ftrange that the owner 
or the Houfe fhould be permitted not long fince 
to enze the fame 5 which a verv late Traveller 
tells us he did, becaufe the Building upon that 
account being made an object of curiofitv, con- 
tmuaily attracted too great a number of Gazers, 
riicre was Iikewifc a Statue erected by one of 
die Citizens in honour of this famous man, with 
an lnfcripnon to be feen both in Boxhomius and 
bkeu 5 but it has been divers vears ago (perhaps 
for the like or no better reafon ) removed and 
convey d away. About three years ago an Ox- 
>rd gentleman was verv civillv treated here bv 

D \' C Z ml ^ Vander SI W** a PhVfioan in Harlem $ 
- 1o iijCW d him, among other curiofities the skull 
or a young Weftphalian Bore near an Inch thick, 
jsumo tne Bcaft himfelf dy'd of a fmaU wound 

L r L and S uilz Otters asneatlv wrought 
DJ chc . Cud Phyfitian as any we find in ancient 
xAlanufcripts, in imitation of which they were 

£ r Cn - A hc 9? vcrnmcnt of H*rlem is managed 
oy tour Confuls and feven E&hcvins ( chofen 
oul 01 a aouole number proposed to the Pro- 
v ucial Governor ) befides a Prxtor, who is per- 
Fecial, and a Council of thirtv-two. But for 
a more particular account of chines of this 



and the Prince of Oran Je ^ i^^^T> 

the ait threcmonths 5 but one of them liofac- 

n g theTi a /n C ' and f b ^ acddentallv tot 
ve?d I^t ^P^*c contrivance wasdifco- 

by 'I ie lnduft ^ of the Soldiers, who 
Itrove afterwards who fhould kill all Pidscom 

Sn^S^i^ ^ewife a Regiment of Wo- 
men, commanded by one Goodv Kemava not 

duL° f rU ^ f & k > but of unwearied m- 
theTborJ^ ^toyyanold, under whom 
they both labour d in defending the Works and 
rcpairmg the Breaches, and alfo fAhed outamo^g 
the Firelocks to beat up the Spanifh Quarter? 
1 he -. Spaniards having (hot from the Caiip into 
tiie Town a mans head with this infeription an- 
nex d to it, The head */ Philip Coning „ 
with 2000 / tf reZfewr Harlem 5 and another 
wita tins The bead of Anthonv Pax'nter that 
betray d the City of Mons to the French, the be- 
lieged made a return of eleven Spaniards he*J* 

Wall 



oSn WC rC&r the Reader co ConTingius and 

n,5? m this Cft > r is denominated that large 
r/^™™S Lake of frefh water, which thev 

b c / °,7 llow thorowout that it might eafilv 
LanH^ U and would make a great addition of 
C °j a T OUntr y where nothing is more wan t- 
enn'r lc P°wer and riches whereof are the 

thofe q r C r CCS ° f itS num crous Inhabitants : but 
6c(h a! Le J± le? *> who have no other way to re- 
QirJ J own and re "ew the water of their 
CI an i V J ncver c onfent to it 5 unlefs the old 

4/7 Wou , Id be as much oppos'd bv the City of 
tiicreb r thc v * {i T rade of which place would 
n^oMp r< m C1Ve infinite dammage. There are ma- 
Brej2i cs ln the adjacent Countrv,fuch as are 
oWr' Heemftede, Heemsker^e, and 

' tor which the curious may confult Blaeu s 



^ IS 4 ^ recl:ion ' Ctozpis of Harlem ** Duke 

of Alva 5 /^/ /^^ may have no farther pretence of 
maf^ng war upon them for the tenth part, have paid 
ten heads, and for Intereft, becaufe they have been 
long zn his debt, have fent him the eleventh. Strada 

indeed fays thev yeilded at lail to merer, and 
tnat of 1600 Garnfon Soldiers ( to which num- 
ber they were redue'd from 4000 ) fcarce 700 
efcap'd with life, the other 900, with near 400 
Townsmen being cither hang'd, dro wn'd, or 
put to thc Swovd 5 which miierable end, as he 
tells us, was allotted them as a jutt punifhment 
by Divine vengeance for their mockery and 
profanation of Holy things. Bat if we believe 
Bentivoglio, the City was furrender'd upon pro- 
mife or being fecu r'd from plunder, and other 
licentious military violence, and there were ne- 
yertheiefs above 2000 Harlemifts put to death 
in cold blood 5 fo that a man can hardly find 
any thing fo extraordinary in the calamity as to 
make it look like a judgment upon the poor 
people, tho never fo iinful, unlefs it be fuppos'd 
that the Spaniard was upon all other occafions 
fo tender hearted and fo true to his word, that 
he muft have been compclPd at this time by fome 
fecret and overpowering influence to act contrary 
to his own nature and temper in punifhing thefe 
egregious malefactors. However he got little by 
this conquest having loft in die fiege by the acci- 
dents of war and famine no fewer then 12000 
men 5 which ill fortune, together with the com- 
mon Soldiers being enrag'd to fee the City re- 
deem'd from plunder for 24000 pound flering, 
might poftibly be the chief reafon of fo much 
cruelty exercise! upon the wretched inhabitants, 

Yy 2 Learned 
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Learned men of this City, were Hugo ab Har~ 

km Abbot of Egmond, who dyed an. 1300. Jo- 
hamies Oloufius, a famous Doctor of the Decrees ; 
Abbot alfo of Egmond. Andreas Noortb, a very 
devout Preaching Frier 5 he dyed an. 1477. Ni- 
colaus Hollandinus, of the fame Order, and the 
like fanctity, deceas'd an. 14.9S. Albertus Jobannz\ 
a Carmelite, dyed an. 1 a.?6. Nicolaus Symonis, of 
the fame Fraternity, a learned Divine, dyed very 
aged in the year 1511. Theodoras Harlemius, Flo- 
rentius Harlemius ( Carthufians and Vince?itius 
de Harlem, fiouriih'd towards the beginning of 
the laft age. Johannes Wilhelmi, of the Society 
of Jefus, commended by feveral for his skill in 
the facred Languages, and for the pains he took 
in preparing that Edicion of the Holy Scriptures 
which from Philip the Second of Spain was call'd 
the Kings Bible $ he deceas'd at Louvain an.1578. 
Nicolaus Floreniius, a great Antiquary, and inti- 
mately acquainted with Juftus Lipfius, and others 
particularly vers'd in that fort of Learning. Qjti- 
rinus T a left us , who defer ves to be commemo- 
rated for having been an Amanuenfis to the great 
Erasmus. Joha?ines Surenus, Cornelius a Bereflein, 
Guilhelmus Ccpallius, Symon Souius, Georgius Bejie- 
dicius Wertelo ( much belov'd as we are told for 
the elegancy and ingenuity of his Poetical wri- 
tings by Janus Doufa, Gruterus, Lipjius, and other 
cotemporary Learned men), Johannes Galius, and 
Nicolaus Vander Hoochius t of all whom he that 
pica fes may fee more in Blaeu. 

.Amftelland is adjoining to Rhinland, or rather 
( as accounted by fome) a part of that Diftrict, 
feveral portions of it being obnoxious to the in- 
undations of the Rhine. The chief City not 
only in Am/lel/axd but in all the Low-Countries, 
and perhaps ( very few excepted ) in Europe, is 
Amfterdam$ fo name! from the Dam or Sluce 
upon the River Amftel, that running from the 
South pafTes tliorow it and falis into the Te or 
Ta. By this River Te ( Bowing like a large and 
calm Sea on the North fide thereof) is made 
the Port of one of the richeft and beft traded 
Marts that were ever yet ere&ed in the World . 
having fuccceded to a great fhare of the com- 
merce of Antwerp, and procure! fo much befides 
of its own , that it lias even outdone, and in- 
deed almoft undone, that unparallcrd Empory. 
It is a City of no great antiquity ( fcarce any 
mention being made of it in Hiftory before the 
year 1 29? ) neither was it furnifh'd and encom- 
pafs d with Gates walls and Turrets before the year 
1482 5 before which time it confifted only of a 
few Fifoermens Cottages, fo that I queftion whe- 
ther any City, even Rome it felf, was fo bulky 
at the fame age, or can boaft of fo prodigious 
a growth. Thcfe firft Walls were of Brick both 
ltrong and well built 5 but they have been Ions 
fince levell'd to the ground 5 only two of the 
old Gates remaining, which fufficiently evidence 
the good workmanfhip of the whole. The foil 
ot it lelf being every where foft and moorifh, all 
their foundations are laid upon vaft pieces of 

driv en by main force into the ground - 
and herein is generally reckon d to be emplov'd 

?n~S or the «p«w intended for com plea t- 
ng the .whole fabric of any Building. There 

ind C nn Cn i fcve £ ^aigcments of this wealthy 
and populous City, particularly an. 1585, and 

afterwards in one fingle year, ^ ifox, abSc 
600 Houfes are Cud to have been bui t from 
the very foundation at the charge of prfvTe 

X^v ^fr ?£ P *9 9100 P aces 5 the But- 
chery and Guard-Houfe, and the (lately Harlem 

Gate being then, or not many years after, built 
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befides two fine Churches, denominated arm 
dmg to their fitaation from the Weft and NrSu 
The foundations of botn the Weft and Nn 1 
Church were laid an. 1620 the later of w g 
was finifh d in the fpace of three years tho 
other was not compieated before the year 1/ 
There is befides thcfe, another new Church V' 
gan an. 1603, and perfected in the fpace of 6of~ 
years. Amfterdam had in Blaeu s times four nf 
ci pal Gates, cali'd the Regulars? the Port of th 
Harlem-Vorz, St. Anthony s Port,andthe Holy Wa 
Port 3 and befides thefe 5 two inferior and collateral 
ones, the names whereof are de Raems-Poort andde 
S aegmeulen-Poort. The principal ftreets m Am 
fierdam are, that which they call the CivoheL 
the Harlem ftreet, built not many years a<V 
and thofe two ftreets which take their names hom 
theChannels,and maybe cali'd Channel- Rovs with 
the diftinchon of the Imperial and Roval zb^ftk 
of which efpccially confifts cf exceeding tali -rid 
magnificent ftructures. There are alfo here t£ ee 
prodigious Sluces 5 and all the Bridges which 
were formerly of Wood are now made cf Stone 
with Iron K ails and Balafters. Upon the approach 
Ox the French in the year 1^72, the Burgers of 
this -City willingly confented to the fpoiling 0 f 
their fair Gardens ( a thing thofe cf Vtrecht 
;uft before would not permit to be done) for 
die railing of fortifications, which were made 
very regular and ftrong 5 a Dike being at the 
lame time cut to the Land- ward, whereby they 
got what they much wanted before, v/r. the 
benefit of frefli water. About feventecn or 
eighteen years ago this City was judg'd by an 
Englijh Traveller to be no larger then Venice, 
or lefs then half of London 5 but they had then 
taken in a large fpace of ground, enclos'd bv a 
fubftantial Wall and Trench, which void Area 
has been fince fill'd with rows of ftately and 
beautiful Houfes, and makes this place capable 
of contending even for greatnefs with the bcl 
Cities 111 Europe. ( The defcriber of Amfterdam 
lays, mat there were in this City, near forty 
years ago, fifty-four thoufand Houfes, and at 
the feme time in Paris but fort v-fix thoufand ) 
This great enlargement of Amfterdam, caJfd by 
them the new Town, is reckoned by a judicious 
perfon among thofe things which have occafion d 
a decay of their public traffic 5 the extent of it 
being fo fpatious, and its Buildings of fo much 
Skater co ft ? as well as beauty, then thofe of the 
old, that it muft have diverted a vaft propor- 
°° n °f c "at ftock which in this City was before 
wholly apply 'd to trade. But that we may not 
wholly infill upon things more modern, we (hall 
take notice of the old Church, which is an ample 
and majeftic Building, and was begun about the 
year 13^0, tho there were afterwards made three 
or four rigorous applications to,and augmentati- 
ons of the Work before it was quite finifh'd 5 the fair 
Tower, which is at prefent a great ornament 
to it, not being compieated before the .rear 
*S66- In this Church was James Heemsierck 
buried, one of their firft and braveft Admirals, 
tarn d tor Voyages made by him both to the 
North and Eait, and for beating the Spaniards 

rV - ^ tra 'gb* s an > *6°7, tho he was flain him- 
ieiL in the Exploit. His Monument, erected by 
the States, lias a very triumphant Infcription 
upon it, to be feen in Conringius's Republics and 
Hegemtiuss Itinerary. About the year i4 T 4 
was another Church founded ( but not finiih'd 
till an hundred years afcer ) cali'd in diftinclion 
from the former the New Church 5 by which 
name it common] v goes at this dav, tho dedi- 
cated to the bleflcd Virgin and St. Catharine. 
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the year 1648, 
the remain- 
had been 



fir's Church was burnt down in the year 1^45, 
ci (oon after rebuilt in a' more excellent man- 
%. near unto which were at the fame time 
hid the foundations of a Tower, defign'd to 
be of exceeding great heigh th 5 for the Tupport- 
• <r whereof 6 3 34 ta ^ Trees were driven into 
fij ac 0 { ground, about an hundred foot {quare. 
In the Glafs Windows of the fame Church is 
the Emperor Maximilian rcprefentcd beftowing 
a Crown Imperial upon this City, placed ever 
fee as a Creit to the Arms thereof, which are 
three Crofles , made after the manner of that 
vhich we call St. Andrews 5 which great honour 
^ras conferral upon them about the year 14.90. 
There were alfo in former ages divers Monaile- 
ries and Religious Houfes in and belonging to 
this City 5 a brief account of which may be had 
in Blaeus Theatrum ZJrbium. The new Stadt- 
houfe, a building of great magnificence, and 
as vail expence, was begun 
but nnifh'd not many years 
der of the old one ( for part of it 
pjl'J down to make way for the erection of this) 
being confum'd by an accidental fire which hap- 
pend in the year 1^51, or 52. Upon the 23d 
of April an.1655, the Burgomafters were rcfolv'd 
to have their firft Sefiion in it, tho yet not roof d 5 
and in Auguft following was the Dedication of it 
folemniz'd. Upon a pedeftal of black Marble, 
on which is plac'd the Image of the blefled Vir- 
gin, you have this following infcription, IV* Cal. 
Nov. ciDdcxlviii. Quo compofitum e(i be Hum quod 
farderati Inf. German. Populi cum Tribus Philip f is ^ 
ptentijfimis Hifpaniarum Regibus, terra mariq^ per 
wines fere Or bis or as ultra otloginta annos for titer 
gejferunt$ afferta Patriae Liber t at e , is? Religione, 
Auffuiis Cojf. Pacific at orum optimorum,Gerb.P ancras^ 
Jac. de Graaf- 7 Sib. Valkenier $Pet. Schaep. Confulum 
filii & agnati jatlo primo fundament i lapide banc 

Curiam fundarunt. This noble Pile of Building 
(a more full account of which may be had in 
the lately publifh'd defcription of the whole City) 
is of a fquare figure, large and high, the Walls 
( the body whereof is of Brick ) being fae'd with 
Freefone, and what's under ground repor- 
ted to have coft as much as what is above, 
&7 X- m hundred thoufand pound fterling 5 which 
^ill not feem incredible to him who making a 
computation of the whole charge, takes in the 
value of 1 3659 great Mafts,the more then ufual- 
y artificial and eoftly Bafis of this vaft Fabric. A 
late judicious Writer fuppofes the reafons why 
™ Work was fo long in hand, to have been, 
that the diligence and genius of feveral fucceed- 
! n §^giftrates Ihould be employ'd and exercis'd 
m hndingout whatever might contribute to the 

PC ? e i?? § and beautifying of fo noble a ftr usurer 
and befides to ftave ofF and protracl: the accom- 
pWhrnent of a certain prediction, that the Trade 

ot this City would ( as it did in the like circum- 
stances ar 
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their Court of Judicature 5 and ( which 
an odd cuftom ) hither are brought the 
or fuch City Tenanrs as pay not dieir 



rpft ^ C ^f da >" a Ppointed 5 neither are the fame 
««ord till farisfadtion be made to the Corpo- 

hvT' n. In a Vaulc under che Scadchoufc, fecur'd 
L ™ on Scft Doors and Locks, is kept that 
^ous Bank which is fuppos'd to be the grcateft 
a realurc m the World. Ic is certain that a man 
If, never fail fbdin 
^finite Rich 

uhn' ^ atc ' an d innumerable Bags of Metals, 
Uil are f aid to be Gold and Silver, and may 

Netherlands. 



j in it the appearance of 
es, confiftin^ of Bars of Gold and 
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be fo for ought can be difcover'd by fuch as are 
admitted to the transient fight of them. The 
Burgomafters alone have the infpe&ion of this 
Bank, and no particular account being taken 
from Age to Age of what pafTes in and our i^ 
is impoflible to make anv guefs at the propor- 
tion between the real- Treafure and the Crcdir of 
it, which is indeed not to be valued, as being 
the fame with that of the whole City of Amfter- 
dam ( the ftock and revenue whereof equals that 
of fome Kingdoms ) for that is bound to make 
good all moneys that are brought into this Bank. 
The Burfe or Exchange ( built much after the 
manner of our old Royal London Exchange, but 
of an oblong figure) is a very handfom ftruclure 5 
m the upper part whereof, vAiich (lands upon 
forty ftone Pillars, is a wonderful deal of all forts 
of commodities expos'd to file. It was be 
an. 1.608, and not fin ifh'd before 1^12. Hither 
refort Merchants of all Nations 5 but of all Gran- 
gers the Jews are moft numerous, having one 
particular Walk to themfelves, as they have their 
proper Quarter for habitation in the City,wherein 
are reported to be no fewer then twenty thou- 
fand of that vagabond Nation, and thofe in a 
better condition and richer then in moii places 
in the world 3 one fpecial reafon of their fixing 
in fo great a number here being the free and 
public allowance of their Religious Worfhip. 
The (ame liberty is granted for the exercife of 
all other Religions (if Errors and Herefies may 
defer ve fo good a name ), but if any befides the 
eftablifh'd build Churches, they are prohibited 
to erect Steeples, or make u(e of Bells for the 
aftembling of the people. The Nunnery of Sr. 
Clara was an. 15^5 converted into an ¥loufe of 
correction for men, as that of Sz.Vrfula was the 
year following into another for Females ; the 
firft of which bears this infcription, to fignifie its 
ufe, Virtu t is eft domare qu<£ cunfti pa-vent. At the en- 

of it are alfo the Images of two Lions 
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bridled, to fignifie the curbing and taming of 
wild and ungovernable Youth. Such as come 
under difoipline in this place, are fore'd to earn 
their bread with the fwcat of their brows, either 
fa wing Brafil-'wood-i or doing fome other work 
more or lefs labourious, according to the quality 

of their offences or virious habits which they 
have contracted. Thofe that refufe to work 



are foundly cudgel'd, and put into a lower room 
or Cellar, where water is gradually let in upon 
them, fo that they are abfolutely neceflitated 
either to pump or drown. Some are put in for 
term of life, others for a certain fpace of time, 
proportioned to the nature of their crimes, which 
being expir'd they are releas'd. The States fome 
vears fince made a Law, that he who draws a 
Knife to ftrike another, /hall eidier pay down 
immediately an hundred Livres, or work three 
months in the Houfe of Correction. The Church 
of St. Agnes Monaftery was an. 1631 affign'dfor 
the ufes of a Schola Illuftris 5 and hither, for the 
management and inftruction of youth, were 
Voffius and Barters invited by the City Senate. 
Of two Religious Houfes, formerly belonging 
to Nuns, were fince the year 1600 as many 
Hofpitals made for the relief and maintenance 
of aged perfons of both Sexes 5 befides which 
there is an Hofpital where all poor Travellers, 
without exception or diftinction, are lodg'd and 
entertain'd for three nights, and no longer. The 
Pefi> Houfe, founded an. 1631, is a curious and 
{lately Building 5 for a fulldefcnption of winch, 
as alfo of their Bedlam ( or place for diftracted 
perfons ), the Eaft and Weft India Houfes , the 
Hofpital for Orphans 5 and moreover for a par- 
r Z z acular 
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ticular account of the application of feveral old 
Religious Buildings to public or privacc ufes 5 
we refer the Reader to Blaeu' s Theatrum Vrbium, 
and the late Defcriber of Amfterdam. The Hos- 
pital for the cure and accommodation of the 
fick, has a vaft revenue belonging to it 3 noleis 
as we are told in Les Delices de la Holland, then 
80 thoufand Livres a year 3 there being more- 
over at lead 18 Tuns of Gold, that is, about 
180 thoufand pounds, distributed yearly in this 
City among poor Families. The ftanding Militia- 
or Trained Bands of Amjierdam did fome 1 8 years 
ago confift of five Regiments, each of which con- 
tain'd 1 1 Companies, every Company (whereof 
two watch every night for the guard of the City) 
being made up of 150 men, fo that the whole a- 
xnounts to 8250 Soldiers.The Trade of this City is 
certainly exceeding great ( tho it has been ob- 
ferv'd to furfer fome decay of late years, even 
in peaceful times) and it may poffibly be true, 
that in the Spring the Marts of Ships, which fill 
its Harbour, are fo numerous, or rather innu- 
merable, that they rcprefent a large Wood or 
Forreft 5 but we are afiur'd by an Englijb Gentle- 
man who was there a very few years ago in 
the month of Augnft, that he could not from the 
top or one of char Watch lowers difcover 
fo many Vcikls at that time, as a man may 
ordinarily have a profpc<St of upon the Mo- 
nument in London. W e will allow the Dutch the 
Invention or Printing, but I think this will hardly 
give them a right and title to all the Copies in 
the World, which they make no fcruple of pub- 
lic -;ng as if printed at Colen 9 LeipficJk, Ment^, 
London* tec. and may therefore be very well 
afforded cheaper here then in their own proper 
Country, both becaufc the Author carries away 
no part of the gains, and their Workmen live 
upon little or nothing, in comparifon of their 
neighbours, cfpecially the Englijb. Several lear- 
ned men born in this Citv are enumerated by 

Blaeu, who has no more of them then their bare 
names. 



The Senate, call'd the Vroetfcap, or Virtual fu- 
premc Magiftracy ( for thofc that in moft points 
actually and immediately exercife the Sovcraiirn 
power arc tne Burgomafters and Efchcvins) of 
Amfterdam is composed of fix and thirty men 
by whom Juitice is adminiftred according to 
ancient forms, and in the names of Officers and 
piaces of Judicature 5 but money is levied arbi- 
trarily, according to the neceffity and emergency 
of occafions. Their Office is for term of life 
and upon the death of any of them, another 
was formerly chofen by die major, y of he 
richer Burghers 3 but about 130 or 140 years 
ago, when the Towns of Holland began to be 
fo populous that there was obferv'd to be great 
danger -of tumults and diforders upon every one 

elecS of^ Cr ° US 3nd fe 5 ucn ^ffemblies, the 
election of Senators was by common confent 
devolv'd upon the (landing Senac^thout thr 
intervention of the other BurghS 5 fo t ha t the 

TW rh? § ° be , of a more popular nature 
fiding the three firit months, as^^u^Ll^l 



do for the fame fpace of time afterward, n 
Burgomafters are chofen by thofe in thr\ k 
who have been either Burgomafters or S? C 
vins 5 and their authority refembles tharS * 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen 5 for d cflfr 
the dignity and do the honour V $%* 
difpofe of all vacant Offices 5 ifTue atdfeSl 
all moneys out of the common Treafure I * 
the Keys of the great Bank (which is'n 
open d but in the prefence of one of rh^\ 
infpoSbng alfo the fortifications, and all pr, 
public Works But thi, .Office of the^rS 
. truft and authority is of fmall profit or adv n 
tage ( only as it is a way to other confent id 
beneficial employments ) the Salary of a BurT 
mafter of Amfterdam being but five hung 
Gilders ( that is about fifty pounds fteriin* U 

their difpofal 5 for which notwithftandine thtv 
are never known to take any monevs 3 that be 
ing the ready way to lofe their credit, and ruin 
their own fortunes and expectations of the lite 
nature 5 the many profitable places and empW- 
mentsin the City being ufually difpofed of bv the 
benate to iuch as have born the Office of BuW 

mafter with the reputation of Integrity. They 
are obhg d to no extraordinary expence, either in 
Habit, Table, or Attendance 3 being upon all 
public occafions waited upon bv men in Salary 
from the City, by which are likewife derray'd 
whatever charges they judg fit to be at upon 

V7 CIY ^ n days > andl *che entertainment of foreign 
Mmifters. 0 

The Efchcvins are here , as in their other 
iowns, the ordinary Court of Juftice. They 
arc in Amfterdam nine in number , of which 
feven are elected annually 5 with whom two of 
the preceding year continue in Office. A double 
number is proposed by the Senate to the Prince 
01 Orange, out of which he chufes in like man- 
ner as did his illuftrious Anceftors 5 tho this was 

t fj * - Isdurin S his fcclufion from thcStadt- 
Iiolderlhip, done by the Burgomafters. The 
£icncvins are Soveraign Judges in all Criminal 
Cauies 5 but in Civil, beyond a certain value, 
tn ere lies an Appeal to the Provincial Court of 
Juitice. Yet they never pafs fcntenceof death 
without confuking the Burgomafters, which is 
done only as an expreffion of refpect to them, 
or to hgniBe the great care and value fhould be 
put upon the life of man 3 for they afterwards 
proceed themfelves, and are not at all oblig d 
to follow the others opinion. The chief fub- 
ordinate Officers under thefe fupreme Magiftrates 
are the Treasurers ( who receive and pay out all 
moneys that are properly of the Revenue or ftock 
or the City), the Scour, who takes care of the 
fT Ce A fcizcs aI1 c " mi nals, and fees the fentcnecs 
u J uf ^ ce ^cuted, and whofe authority is like 
that of a Sheriff in a County with us, or in 
io ™ c Particulars like a Conftable in a Pariih 5 
and the Pen/loner, who is a Civil Lawyer, verit 
in the Cuftoms, Records , and Priviledges of 
*™ Tp w n> concerning which he informs die 
Alagiltracy upon occafion, and vindicates them 
when controverted by other places. He is 
u r a Scrvanc of the Senat and Burgomafters, 
whole Me(fages he delivers, and in whofe names 
ne makes harangues upon all public occafions, 
ocing not unlike the Recorder in one of our 
pities But for a farther account of him and 
his Office, fee the General Dcfcription of trie 
-United Netherlands. This account of the Go- 
vernment of Amfterdam we have from the ju- 
dicious and mquilitive Sir William Temple 5 and 
yet it differs m fome particulars from dxofe 
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• n us by other Writers. Mr. Ray tells us 
tot of (our (who he fays are yearly Regent), 
W afterwards of twelve Burgomafters 5 and 
deed if I miftake not the import of both Con- 
and Blaeus difcourfe of this matter, there 
ftouH be a kind of a ftanding College confifting 
of die laft number of Burgomafters. Concern- 
- n a the Pmor, or Scout, Mr. Ray fays, that he 
islhe Stadtholder ot Holland, which expreffion 
of his wants a comment, for the Stadtholders 
f this Province were always the Princes of 
and at die time of that ingenious Gentle- 
man s being in this City ( -viz^ an. 1663) there 
to no fuch Magiftrate among them, the Stadt- 
holdeririip having been fome years before inter- 
mitted, as it was afterwards abolifh'd by the 
faction'of the De Witts. Indeed Blaeu fays, that 
thePnutor reprefen ts the Earl or County it felf 
(that is, Ifuppof: becaufe he pronounces fen- 
tence of death upon malcfaclrors, which is an 
act of Soveraigntv by whomfbever it be exer- 
cis'd ) and that the Confuls are obliged to give 
him the right hand, altho it be by- them ( with 
the confent of the Vroctfchap fays Mr. Ray, but 
I fuppofe now not without the approbation of 
the Prince) that he is put in Office. He has 
four Deputies, or Pro prx tors 5 and his Office, 
as Mr. Ray informs us, is for three years, tho 
he may be continued for fix, or more. He is, 
fays he, chief Judg in Civil as well as Crimi- 
nal Caufes, hears the Pleadings, and with con- 
fent of the Burgomafters and Scabins px*onounces 
fentence, taking care afterwards that the fame 
be put in execution 3 the Proctor in other Cities 
having to do only in Criminal Caufes, and in 
them being no more then the Commonwealth s 
Soi;citor,orthe public profecu tor of Malefactors. 
The fame Gentleman tells us, that a man mult 
have been free at leaft feven years before he can 
be chofen Prxtor, that the Burgomafters muffc 
be at leaft forty, and thofe of the Vroctfchap, 
or Senate, twenty-five years old. The Eccle- 
fiaftical Magiftracy of Amfterdam confifted in 
Blaeus time of fourteen or Bftccn Preachers, 
fixteen Presbyters , and twenty-four Deacons 3 

one half of the two laft being: changed every 
year. 

The Diftricl of Goeyland, Goyland, or Goede- 
land call'd alfo the Goy, and in Latin Gode- 

landia, is only 

& i° their general divifion of this Province, 
tho there are divers places within its limits that 
deferve to have fome further notice taken of 

Ic is fuppos'd to have borrow'd its name 
from Godela, Abbefs of Alte?ia, upon whom (as 
lonringius informs us) the Emperor Otho the firft 
oeltow'd this whole Territory which lies be- 
yveen Amftelland, the Bilhopric of Vtrecht, and 



juft mentioned by Blaeu and Jan- 



Zuyder-Zee. The chief place in Gey land is 

a A J featcd Iow and among Marihes and 
"anding waters, occafion d cfpecially bv the 
^ver Vecht, which runs thorow it, and falls 
7 0ri ™J mto the Zuyder-Zee. The old plat, or 
at or the Town is now covered bv the waters 
llf Z vyder-Zee y which has encroached upon 
lamc fo - the fpace of two hundred Perches 5 
efnMi f0mc remai ns of ftrcets and buildings, 
A'ti 3 Church, appear at low water. 
j u anc about three leagues from Amfter- 

^ j r g a ftron S tho but httle Town 5 and 
^defended (in the year 1*72) by fix Bafti- 
U'hA V ' 1 1 a Garri fon of about two hundred men, 
thr? Up ° n ^ firft appearance of the French, 

couU aWay thcir Arms ' and flcd as faft as tbcy 
of a C ? Am fi e rdam. Towards the latter end 

**&ft 73 it was befieff'd bv the Dutch Army, 
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confifting of twenty-five thoufand men, to whom 
ma few days time it was yeilded upon honou- 
rablc : terms 5 a Garnfonof no fewer then three 
thoufand able Soldiers marching out, who (as 
the Dutch relate ) wanted no manner of provi- 
fion or ammunition,and were in dailv expectation 
of relief 5 having likewife but a fmall place in 
compafs, and that very well fortified, to defend 5 
this furrendry being likewife made before any 
breach in the Walls, or any approach of the 
befiegers nearer then the Outworks 5 for which 
reafons the Governor of the Town was after- 
wards upon a Trial by a Court Martial con- 
demned to perpetual imprifonment, and degra- 
ded from the quality of a Gentleman 3 all the 
other Officers being at the fame time cafnicr'd, 
except one who had protefted againft the Capi- 
tulation. But if we look farther back and en- 
guire of the condition and fortunes of this place 
in former ages, we (hall find, that in the year 
1 48 1, thofe of Utrecht having given the Hollan- 
ders a great overthrow, furpriz'd this Town by 
means of a good number of Soldiers , dreft'd 
like Country women going to Market 3 and ha- 
ving plundered the fame, compelled the Citi- 
zens to redeem themfelves and their houfes from 
the uttermoft extremities of fire and 
paying down a vaft flim of money, 
fame year the Naerdeners appear to 
icores with them 5 for in one Battel 
1 500 Vltrajetlins upon the fpot, and having de- 
ftrov'd feveral of their Caftles, carried off fo 
much plunder that with part of it they built a 
Tower, on which, in memory of this exploit, 
they plac'd this fhort infeription, Smicht Vtrecht, 
tharis, hold thy peace, or leave bragging, Utrecht. 
An. 1572, Frederic of Toledo having taken Zut- 
phen, led his forces towards this place, againft 
which he was highly enrag'd for ics having joined 
with, or rather ( thro want of power ) fubmit- 
ted to the Prince of Orange. The Citizens had 
not been fo provident, as to fjpplicate and beg 
the Spaniards pardon while he was yet at a di- 
ftancc, but as foon as his Army appcar'd before 
the Town, it was readily furrender'd unto him,, 
with the true rcafon as they pretended ( which 
was their weaknefs ) given of their late revolt 5 
but notwithftanding this, Frederic, partaking too 
much of his Father's cruel humour, order'd all 
the inhabitants to meet together in the great 
Market-place ( fome fay the great Church ) 
whither he fent Priefts to'contefs them, and pre- 
(endy after commanded his Soldiers to cut them 
in pieces. Some Writers tell us, that the great- 
eft part of them were Roman Catholics ( tho 
Benti-voglio fays, Naerden was at this time one of 
the Heretics chief Sanctuaries in thefe Countries ) 

and that from this barbarous ufige of all the 
Citizens promifcuoufiy arofe that proverb which 
is ftill in ufe, being in French, es 121 Catholique? 
cela eft ben pour ton ame$ that is, are you a Catho- 
lic ? that is good for your SouL This bloody 
(laughter, together with the burning down of 
the whole Town ( only one Church and a Mo- 
naftcry being left ftanding ) threw the revolted 
in other places (and particularly not long after 
at Leyden ) into utter defpair, fo that they were 
refolv'd rather to flarve, or endure the utter- 
moft extremities of war, then fall into the hands 
of the Spaniards, whofe affairs were thereby 
much prejudiced 5 the event proving ( as Benti- 
voglio obferves ) that it is always good to join fear 
to clemency, and hurtful to couple it with defpera- 
tion- Strada having briefly touch'd u pon Man- 
dragpnios defperate and yet fuccefsru! expedition 
into Southbeveland, by palling his men " on foot 

Z z thorow 
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thofow a vaft trait of water, continues his dif- 
courfe to this effect: But the deftruEHon o/Nar- 
den //><? Borders of Holland wrought a much 
different effeSt in the affairs of the viclorious Frede- 
ric 5 for altho that Town by its foul Rebellion, and 
fat ionizing of Here ticks in their outrages again ft Holy 
things ,defervd lobe made a fignal example 5 yet did 
the vengeance executed upon them even exceed their 
demerits 5 for being all put to the Sword, without 
any mercy Jhewn to thofe that were i?inocent, or thofe 
that were not able to be otherwife 5 their Houfes fird 
and their Walls leveled with the ground 3 that which 
jhould have been a punijhment became a crime. The 
news hereof beitzg augmented, even beyond the truth ^ 
by the craft of the Gueufes, the minds of the Hol- 
landers were not fo much [truck, with terror, as pof- 
fefs'd by a fixt and immoveable hatred aga'mji the 
Spaniards, fo that they refolvd rather to fuffer a7iy 

thing then fubmit to Alva. Certainly thofe poor 
Hcrczics were feverely handl'd, whofe calamitous 
pu nilhment is judg'd by Strada himfelf to have 
been too rigorous. 

Muyden is a pretty Town, not far from Naer- 
den-, upon the Vecht, juft where it emties it felf 
into the Zuyder-Zee. It has a very ancient Caftle, 



whither Florent the Fifth was convey 'd bv K 
Tray tor Velfen. Mitden in the late War l 
made by the Dutch one of their ftrongeft p a 
for the defence of Holland 5 its fortifications b* 
ing much bettered, and it felf extraordinary Jji 
garnfond 5 befides a new Sluce built atitinft ca 5 
of that old one broken down by themfelves 
Hinderdam. Conringius tells us, that the diftr? 
bution of Juft ice thorowout the whole Diftrrt 
of Goyland belongs to the Lord of Muyde?i 

Wefep , Wefpe, or Weefop, is alfo featcd upon 
the Vecht 5 ot which we have little to fay bit 
that it is famous for its Beer, the grcateft pvi 
of which is conveyed to Ley den, where (o^L 
excellency it is call'd the Flemmijh Fhyfici This 
place flood alfo in the Line of Circumvaliaro.i 
oppos'd to the French irruptions into Holland in 
1672 (upon which account there was a Rovaj 
fortification begun here the year following ) ^ 
alfo did the neighbouring Nichtvecht and Hinder* 
dam 5 concerning which, and other Villages in 
Goyland , as Hilverfom, Laren, Blarecum, isr c . 
cannot enlarge here , having perhaps been too 
copious already in defcribing the more confide- 
rable foregoing places of this Province. 
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A V I N G done with 
South- Holland, and the 
(everal parts of it, we 
come to defcribe that 
porrion of this Pro- 
vince, which (accord- 
ing to the moft gene- 
ral divifion of ic ) is 
from its fituation, and 
relation to the reft, 
denominated North- Holland 5 altho the whole, 
m their public Acts of State, be ufually call'd 
by cne name of Holland and Weft- Fr inland 3 the 
latter of thofc words being therein us'd to fig- 
™£ , the <aid Diitrict of North- Holland. It is 
calJd Weft'Frizeland becaufe it was in former 
Agc^ the feat of one of the Frizjfh Nations, 
term d Frizji Minores, and lies to the Weftward 
ot that Country which is nam'd now by the 
»mb (imply Frizeland, tho formerly ( as alfo 
« prefent in fevcral Writers of other Nations ) 
K bore the name of Wefi-Fr inland, to diilinzuifa 
!!> 0m T . the c ountv of Emden , improper! v, as 
Kanv think, denominated Eaft-Frzzeland. 

inc bounds of South and North -Holland are 
Jjw the lame in refpect of Secular and Eccle- 
nanical Junfdiclion 5 for with relation to the 
ormer, Harlem and Amfterdam are reckon'd in 
oourn -Holland, but in refpect of the latter both 
™ e Cities, with their fevcral Clalfes and Sv- 
S-h are Recounted within the other Diitrict. 
I Principal Towns of North- Holland are 

jZu-> ^nchuyfen, Edam, Manacbendam, Me- 
**foc 9 and Purmerend. 

ut r IS ^ iftanc from Harhm about fivc 

from^ and K fu Ppos'dto have taken its name 
medv I gr ?r C numbcr of Marines (no fewer for- 
and f C n L Ceen ) wherewith it is encompafs'd, 
Ca j]M rom w hich fomc will have it originally 
anrin, • Ic is certainly a place of great 

ttioT lty ' t! ?° ftor ^ of ks bcin S builc bv 1 
oourin n0 n W Pri nce of Verona ( a near neigh- 
n § Uty s and as Hiftorians of grea ter age then 

Netherlands. 



credit tell us, formerly the Metropolis of Weft- 

Frizeland) and call'd at firfi: Altena, be defer- 
vedly exploded by modern Writers. It appears 
to have fufrer'd much, efpecially about five or 
fix Centuries ago, by theincurfions of the neigh- 
bouring Frizgns, againit which it was in fbrne 
meafure fecur'd bv William Earl of Holla?:d, and 
King of the Romans, who built an adjoining 
Cattle for that purpofe, and endow'd the Town 
it felf witJi good priviledges. In refpect of the 
beauty ot its buildings, and neatnefs of its fixeets, 
it is one of the tincil Towns i : ud t/icfe Coun- 
tries, having moreover a gooJ. Traue, and be- 
ing much enrich 'd by the great quantities of 
Cheefe and Butter, which it receives rrom the vail 
Herds of Kine fed in the neighbouring pailu.e 
grounds 5 fo that the inhabitants live very plen- 
tifully, and arc particularly furniih'd with extra- 
ordinary pleafant Gardens. It refilled, and in- 
deed repelTd the Spaniards after their taking of 
Harlem, in their firtt tedious War with the re- 
voked Netherlander, at which time its chief 
ftrength ( befides the courage and resolution of 
the inhabitants) conlifted in its fitu^don, for it 
lay then, as all other Towns thereabouts, drown 'd 
amidit mud and water. It is term'd by fbxi 
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the Gate into Water land, and may be reckon d 

as 
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fuch in refpect of the reft of North- He/land-, s 
ftanding fo mew iiat within the neck of the whol 
Peninfula, made by the Ocean and the Zuyder- 
Zee. An. 1328, the Town with its Church was 
burnt down 5 and an. 1382, the Church of St. 
Matthias, adjoining to that of St. Larrrence was 
built ; fevcral things relating whereunto are ex- 
prefs'd in an Alcaick Ode, written upon a Table 
hung up in the fame 5 for which , as alfo tor 
the choice pictures of the feven works of Mercy, 
and the laft Judgment, fee Hegenztivs's Iter Hcl- 
landtcum. In die fame Church was buried the 
excellent Phvfician Petrus Fcreftus , the time ot 
whofe death'is cxprefs'd by this Diftich infenb d 
upon his Tomb, eVICtVsfato CVbat haCJVb MoLe 
ForeftVs : HlppoCrates BataVls fl fVIt ILLe jVlt. 
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of this Citv x fuch as were Petrus Nannius, a man 
of infinite reading and induftry. He fucceeded 

Conradus Goclenius in his Profeiforfhip at Louvain, 
where he died an. i c; 5 7. Bernardus Deffennius, 
commended for his Medicinal Writings. Cor- 
nelius van Drebbel, who pretended to the inven- 
tion of a perpetual motion 5 and that he could 
make himfelf, by means of Optic Glades, refera- 
ble all forts of creatures 3 changing alfo the ap- 
pearance of his own habit ( when feen in the 
fhape of a man ) fo that he ihouH fucceffively 
feem clad in Silks, StufFs, Cloths, tec. of all co- 
lours. The Reader may fee his own account 
of his performances in the forefaid Itinerary of 
Hegenitius 3 and for an account of the Govern- 
ment of Alcmaer ( which is by a Praetor, four 

Confuls, and a Common-Council of twenty- 
four ) may confult Conringius. 

Hoom or Horn, fo call'd either from the crooked- 
nefs and winding of its Port ( which is the beft 
upon all the neighbouring Coaft ), or elfe from 
one of the three Inns ( among the firft few 
Buildingsupon the place) the Sign whereof was 
a Horn. It {lands upon the Zuyder-Zee, about 
three Leagues from Edam 3 and is a plea (ant, 
rich, and "indifferently large Town, having been 
many years ago reckon'd to contain 1050 Perches 
of ground, and being call'd (with allufion to 
its name) from the conftant plenty which it en- 
joys Cornucopia. It is furrounded by fo many 
and fo broad Dykes and Channels, that thele 
together with the boldnefs and refolution of 
the inhabitants ( who are faid readily to engage 
in any undertaking, tho never fo hazardous ) 
are fuppos'd to render it impregnable. One fide 
of it is wafh'd by the Zuyder-Zee 3 and upon the 
other ly excellent pafturc grounds, with pleafant 
Gardens and Walks, and divers rich Villages. 
In the month of May there is a yearly fair kept 
for Butter and Cheefe, of which an incredible 
quantity is vended here, and tranfported hence 
not only into other parts of the Low -Countries^ 
but as far as Spain and Portugal 5 fo that altho 
the bed part of the Vanifb trade in Cattel ( fup- 
pos'd to have originally occafion'd the building 
of this Town about the year 1300 ) be tranfla- 
ted to Enchuyfen, yet by the skill and induftry 
of its Artificers ( and efpecially by the building 
of Ships ) as alfo by the traffic it maintains into 
all the parts of the World, this place has of 
late years had a daily increafe in riches and fplen- 
dour. 

Horn was the birth place of Jacobus Ceratinus, 
or Hornanus 3 a good Lmguiit, and Profehor of 
the Greek Tongue at Louvain, where he dved 
an. 1530. Blaeu fays, the World was oblig'd 
to him for the firft Greek Lexicon that ever 
was compil'd. Here were alfo born Petrus Junius 
a u 0 ?^ Hiftorian > anci Fzdici o£Hadrianus Junius, 

which laft was one of die greateft ornaments not 
only oiHornJout of the Dutch Nation. We (hall 
fay nothing of his writings,thev being fufficiently 
known thorowout the learned World. He dved 
at Middleburg an. 1 575. For an account of Ja- 
cobus Dunius Petrus Hegerbetius^ Cornelius V&us, 
Nicolaus Bulius, and Theodorus Velius, the inqui- 
sitive may have rccourfe to Blaeu s Theairum 

xJrbium. 

Encbufen&r Enchuyfenfandsin theutmoft point 
or that Promontory from whence is the {horteft 
cut into Friieland, being about three Leagues 
diftant from Horn. It is a very neat Town and 
having foffcr d much by firef the San, 
of late years build only with Brick, fo that there 
are few Houfes of Wood within its precincts. 



The nature of itsfituation has rend er*d it exceed 
ing ftrong 5 and befides it has a good ftone Wall 
towards the Sea, which wafhes two thirds of it 
and a ft rang Earthen Rampart on the Land fide! 
with other kinds of fortification- The greateft 
enlargement of Enchuyfen was made an. ir 9r 
at which time fo much ground was taken in 
that its circumference has been fince jodg'd as 
much as a man can walk in an hour a*id an 
half. The height of the Steeple of this Citv 
is much admhr'd by Travellers, being built up 0 n 
fo moorifh and foft a ground that there muft 
have been much labour and coft beftow'd in lav- 
ing its foundation. Its Port is one of the belt 
and moft capacious in thefe Countries, tho the 
mouth of it is apt to be choak'd up with fjnd s 
fo far as to hinder the entrance of larger Veflels' 
which oblig'd the inhabitants fome thirty or fortv 
years ago to be atavaft expencein cleanfins? and 
opening the fame, and cutting a new Harbour 
within the limits of the City it felf. Here are 
many Ships built , and frequent Fleets fet out 
from hence for the Baltic, and other parts of 
the World, but one of its moft beneficial forts 
of trade is that of Salt, brought in great quan- 
tities out of Britanny in France^ and cleans 'd and 
purify 'd in this place. Whether it had its name 
from the Herring- fifoing (as if call'd originally 
Harenchuyfen ) which has always been very con- 

fiderable here 5 or from its confifting at firft only 
of a few mean fcatter'd buildings, term'd in their 
language de Enckelde huyjfen, we fhall leave to the 
skilful Reader to determine 3 but this is certain, 
that it has been accounted a long while the Bul- 
wark of North-Holland, and that the people of 
Enchuyfen, even in Bentivoglids time, exceeded 
all the reft of the inhabitants of thofe parts not 
only in number of Ships but in maritime skill; 
this having been the firft Town of Holland that 
voluntarily revolted from Spain upon the Duke 
of Alva's oppreftions, and led the way to Dort, 
Harlem, Leyden, Goud, and almoft all the Cities 
of the Province, except Amfterdam, which per- 
fitted very obftinately in its obedience and (ab- 
jection to that Crown. The Cabinet, or Col- 
lection of Rarities, made by Bernardus Paluda- 
nus, a Phyfitian of Enchuyfen, is much commen- 
ded by Hegenitius 5 who among other things, 
took particular notice of a Chamadeon,kept alive 
for fome days, and in that time afluming all forts 
of colours but red and white. RuardusTapperus, 
commemorated not without very high com- 
mendations of his learning by Blaeu, was born 
in the City of Enchuyfen. He dyed at Latum 
an. i555>. ' 

Edam ( or rather Tdam or Tedam, having its 
name from a great bank opposed hereabout to the 
River Ta orTe ) is fituate about two miles from 
Horn 3 having on one fide of it the Zuyder-Zee, 
and on the other a very rich Country, formerly 
a great Lake, and now going by the name or 
the Purmer. Edam is chiefly noted for building 
of Ships, and making excellent Chcefes. We 
have no more to add concerning this Town, 
except the ftory of the Sea Nimph, left (about 
the year 1430 ) behind by the ebbing Sea, and 
caught in the mud by fome Maids of Edam, pa*- 
fing along in a Boat to milk their Cows at ??* 
merend, mav defcrve to be related. The On* 
they fay were firft affrighted at the fight , out 
foon after taking courage, they got her into tnc 
Boat and brought her home, where (he *as 
waflh'd and cloth'd, and fed upon our diet 5 
ing at length taught to fpin, but retaining a per- 
petual inclination to return to the water, no£ 
which they had much ado to keep her ^ c 
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11 nevcr be taught to fpeak, tho fhe fcernd 
Save a kind of a language of her own 5 and 
certain Author informs us, had fome know- 
ft 0 f a Deitv infus'd into her, ufing to bow 
/ my reverence to the Crucifix. From hence 
K (he was convey 'd to Harlem, where fhe 
U many years. But Ym affraid the whole 
matter will find frnall credit at this time of day, 
ltho Scalier upon Arifiotle de Animalibus, and 
fmentius tartar inus de Imaginibus deorum as like- 
Life Bernardus de Butto in his fifth Book de Mo- 
norchia Lufitanica, tell us ftories of the like na- 

Monachendam, or Monnekedam, is denomina- 
ted from the fmall River which panes thorow 
it call'd Monick, ( which word fignifies a 
Monk, the Arms of the Town ) being fituate 
about'a League from Edam. It is defended by 
a Rampart, and in fome places by a Wall, and 
appears to be of prettv good antiquity, mention 

bein 



Annals 



tries in the year 1236. 

Purmerend was fo call d ( as Blaeu teils us ) 
from its {landing upon one end of the River 
Purmer, and is diftant from Monacliendam about 
a large League. It was encompafc'd with a 
Rampart and broad Ditches about the year 
1573, but had many years before a neat and 
ftrong Caftle. The Town has much encreas'd 
in riches and buildings fince the draining of the 
Beemlier Lake, whereby was added to it the 
neighbourhood of a very fertil tra<5fc of ground, 
covcr'd before bv waters. Purmerend formerly 
belongd to the noble Family of the Egmonds, 
bv whom it was fold to the States in the year 

Medemblick, or Medemleck.* fo call'd, as we 
are inforrnd bv Blaeu, from the River Medem- 
Ucb, the courfe of which, under die name of 
the Leec, appears as he tells us unto this day 
for above the fpace of three miles, notwithstand- 
ing the contradiction of fome modern Writers, 
who affirm that there are no more footfteps 
remaining of it then of the Terreftrial Paradice 
( this is one of their expreffions ) or of the City 
of Troy. It is probablv the moft ancient City 
of North- Holland, and was formerly the Metro- 
polis of it 5 tho whether it was the feat of Rad- 
bodus the famous King of the Frizpns, is hotly 
difpated by good Authors on both fides, parti- 
cularly Adrianus Junius and Janus Doufa. It is 

but a fmall Town in refpect of its Houfes, but 
the Sea banks of it are larger and ftronger then 
any others thorowout this Diftrict s and very 
good reafon there is that thev fliould be fo, for 
the Land is no where fo furioufly aiTaulted by 
theoutragious Ocean as in this place. Its Cattle 
was built, or rather ( as appears from the great 
difference and varietv obferv'din theftonesand 
^orkmanihip of its feveral parts ) repair d by 
Florent the Fifth about the vear 1282 3 frorn 
whence it is rationally judg'd a ftructure or 
very great antiquity. The foil of the neigh- 
bouring Country is exceeding good, efpecially 
for pafturage, and its commodious Harbours, 
which were of late vears cut in the adjoining 
Mds, and are capable of 300 large Ships, are 
of great profit and reputation to it. ^ *° * r ' 
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did fo fome twenty or thirty years ago, the 

time of Conringius 3 s writing his Republics. 

Schagen is a neat and rich Village, being feared 
towards the moft Northern part of 7>l or zh- Hol- 
land, about three Leagues from Alcmaer, and as 
many from Medemblic^. The Country about it 
is accounted by fome the richeft not only in this 
Province but in all Europe 5 and it is certain, that 
Land is fold here for double the price that it is 
in any other part of Holland 5 there having been 
Trees upon it which have born fingly as much 
Fruit at a time as has brought an hundred Flo- 
rens, that is about ten pounds, to the owner. 
There is moreover the picture of a Sheep hung 
up in the Shambles of Amfterdam, which was 
bred in the fame grounds, and, in a very cheap 
feafon, was fold for almoft the fame money. 

Egmond ftands very near the Ocean, about 
a League and an half from Alcmaer, and two* 
Leagues from Beverwick. It is a pleafant and 
finely built Village, and gave denomination to 
one of the moft ancient and illuftrious Fami- 
lies of thefe Countries. Here ftood formerly a 
brave Caftle, and a very ample Monaftery 5 of 
which I fuppofe there is little remaining at this 
day. For die Village of Pettem, fee the De- 
fcription to the next Map. 

Beverwick. (anciently call'd St.4g^^' s Church) 
is likewife plac'd by Brietius in North- Holland, 
or Weft-Frizeland, under the fubdivifion of Kenne- 
merland. Its modern name was given it upon 
account of the frecjuent Pilgrimages made to 
it, Bevaerden denoting, as Blaeu tells us, the 
making of fuch Religious Journeys. It is diftant 
from Harlem about two miles, and has ( befides 
pleafant enclofures round about it) a conveni- 
ent Port along the mouth of the Wyckermeer. 

To North-Holland belong divers Ifiands, the 
chief whereof is that of the Texel, or feffel, 
abounding with all manner of neceiTanes, and 
defended from the fury of the Ocean partly by 
the Sand-Hills, and partly by ftrong Banks. The 
foil of it is in many places apply 'd to the ufes - 
of pafturage, and in thofe are vaft flocks of 
Sheep kept, of the milk of which are fuch 
Cheefes made as are judg'd not inferior to the 
true Parmefan. There is in the Texel, beiides 
feveral fine Villages, a large and fair Town, 
tho unwall'd, which has its Magi ttra tes , and 
enjoys divers priviledges after the manner of a 
City. The inhabitants apply themfiJves efpe- 
ciailv to agriculture, yet do many of them fol- 
low the filhing trade, par ticularlv that or ti er- 
ring and becaufc the liland itfclf is of no fmall 
moment to the States, as having a great influ- 
ence upon the entrance into the Zuyaer-Zee, 
thev long fince took care to have a very ftrong 
Fortrefs built in it, which is always provided of 
a good Garrifon. Flieland, or Vheland call d 
in Latin Flevolandia, and by the Dutch hetVlte- 
landt is of a long and narrow figure and has 
in it onlv one finfle Village at each end 5 being 
remarkable for little elfe befides the great abun- 
o^nce of that fmall Shell- filh which they call 
Mofelen, and we Mufcles Schelling (better SchdUng . 
known then many larger Iflands in the World 
finc^the firing of above an hundred, (fome fay 
S hundred Tnd fifty ) of their Merchantmen, 
with fome men of War, clofe by it about Bzccn 
or feeen years ago , by a very few of our 
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Kai agam as Ac .laft mennon d Wand ^a- 



For an ac- 
with its 

~ J »"5iavwmp ^clli V_yillV.C KJL glVaL x*v^»*~-ir) With 

a lhort catologue of the Dyckgraves themtelves, 
r he Reader may confult Blaeu s Theatr. and C on- 
nngius's Thefaur. RerumpubL It enjoys in like man- 

^r as the reft of the Cities of North-Holland aet ^ ^ ' and Oofter-eynde. The lexet, 

(yhich we (hall obferve once for all) the entire ^nde, J™ Schelling, lye along the mouth of 

"8ht of chufing its own Magiftracy s or atleaft Flieland and Seguing, ^ ^ ^ 
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the Zuyder-Zee, and together with feveral large 
Banks of Sand, break in fome meafure the hrft 
anaults of the raging Ocean, making bendes 
two good Harbours, denominated from the 
two foil Wands 5 one of winch is an eminent 
ftacion for fuch Ships as are bound for England, 
France, and more Southern Countries, and me 
other for thofe which are laden for the Bal- 
tic, and the North and Norch-Eait parts of 
Germany. The Wierings ( fo nana d from Wier, 



which word fignifies the ordinary Sea- Weed) 
lies more inwardly, being fituate between the 
Province of Frizeland and the fartheft part of 
North- Holland. There are divers good Villa<> cs 
in it, and its foil is fruitful and rich, feeding 
large Flocks of Sheep, which bring great profit 
to the inhabitants. Concerning the fmall Iflands 
of Vrck and Ens we have fpoken briefly in our 
account of OverijfeL 
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HE Art and Induftry 
of the Dutch do conti- 
nually manifeft them- 
iclves in a thoufand 
particulars, burin no- 
thing more then in 
their putting bars to 
the Ocean, and in 
draining Lakes of fo 
great extent that they 
might ceferve to be term'd Inland Seas 3 fuch 
as were not many years ago thofe two large 
tracts of ground in the Diftricl: of North- i/c/- 
Ifd <i\Yd the Z/pe and Beemfter. The firft of 
tnde is ihelter d from the raging Ocean by a 
hu?c Mole, of a prodigious height and bulk, 
pted at die end of the Sand-hills, which be- 
extended along the Sea-coaft from the very 
aouthermoft point of this Province, begins to 
tH noc far from Pettem. The loud and con- 
tinual noife produced by the breaking of the 
waves upon it, and fuppos'd to refemble the 
m cry of a Pack of Dogs, has given it the name 
WHonts-Bofcb, that is the Hounds- Wood. It 
i lupported from the foundation by large beams 
° r Timber firmly placed in the ground, and 

u!°r' Vr faftcn ' d together, the diftance between 
is fill'd up with fuchvaft ftones that each 

tl' wl mzy be taten for an entire Rock 5 but 
g Mole, by reafon of the excefilve char 



ge in 

yea rCE j araci ? n of ic > being neglected for fome 
> lead it fhould thereby have become too 
0 7 r ° rcfift the afTauIts of the tempeftuous 
Pro n ^ wflcrcu Pon the beft part of the whole 
rui n vn C ur ould be in danger of being utterly 
tfare have ftrengthcn'd it with two or 

^,l? CCcdln S S reac Banks caft U P againft it, 
tan ° m tne ^curity they afford the inhabi- 
m V'll CaII>d thc s/a P ers - Thc abovementi- 



S ea .^ 1,a oC of Pettem* which flood upon the 



bcoTr rc at * c f"«heft end of this Mole, has 
by t L Veral . y^rs ago in a manner dcilroy'd 
nc continual encroachment of die Sea and 

Netherlands. 



the violence of Winter Tempefts 5 upon which 
account the poor people have beenfore'd to quit 
their ancient habitation, and build more inwardly 
and under the guard of the Banks. The Zyf e y 
which begins at the fame place, and which is 
exceeding fertil, efpecially in thofe parts tlaat 
lye towards the Sand-hills, being of a very low 
fituation, and therefore expos'd to frequent in- 
undations, was firit encompafs'd with Banks by 
William Lord of Schagen 5 after which it was 
known for fbme time by the name of Niew- 
landt. After this, viz^ about the year 1552, it 
was fiirrounded by ftronger Pcnccs or Dykes, 
by the contrivance of the ingenious Nicolaus Ni- 
cclai, Brother of the Poet Johannes Seczindus , 
at which time one Bucholdus, a man of great 
repute in this Country, built feveral Salt- Pits in 
it, and die whole tract of ground began robe 
profitably applv'd to the ufes of Husbandry 5 
but upon the fir it of November an. 1 570 there 
happen 'd fo violent a tempeft in thefe parts, that 
( belides the great lofs and dammage fuffer'd 
thorowout the Province ) the Banks being bro- 
ken here, the whole Zype was again overwhelmed 
by the waters 5 from "which it has never ch clefs 
been fi nee ( beyond all expectation ) recover 'd 
by the obftina re induftry of this people, to whom 
fcarce any thing feems impoffible to be effected. 
The Banks whereby it is at prefent defended are 
fuppos'd to be fb firong that they may bid de- 
fiance to the moft impetuous attacks of its neigh- 
bouring enemy. 

The Beemfter, which lies in Waterland, was an 

entire Lake to the year i6cS, at which time the 
firft Banks began to be caft about it. It was 
formerly five Leagues lon^, and one and a half 
broad, but by degrees it fo far enlarged its bor- 
ders, that it became of almoft a fquare figure, 
about Ccvcn Leagues over 5 being betbrc it was 
drain'd found fcven or eight, and in many places 
at leaft nine foot deep. Licence being obtained 
of the States of Holland and Weft-Friz? land to 

proceed in the defign, and feveral perfons of abi- 
r Bbb ht r 
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lity ( of whom Jan on gives us a ^talogue ) 
bane ioin'd with the fir ft undertakers, bcfides 
the furchafing fo much of the adjoining fields 
af^ fufficknt for finifhmg the f^roundmg 
BanTs, twenty fix Mills were erected in the £oft 
covenient places for carrying off the waters, 
Sch was well nigh efftaed when the circum- 
vallaSon happeh^to be broken m ta p^ 
and the banilh'd element return d to take poi 
feffion of its ancient feat. The day of this great 
disappointment Was the aoth of J^ary m the 
yea? 1 6 i «, and the damage fuffer'd thereby was 
reckon d at above an hundred thoufand Florens 5 
but neverthelefs the defign ( which was now 
look'd upon as unprafticablc, and by fome peo- 
ple, as is ufual in fuch cafes, little lefs then ridi- 
culous ) was the fame year undertaken again by 
the fame perfons, and fome others affociated with 
them, and united to their aflGftance. In fliort, 
the Work being briskly fet about afrefh, might 
have been compleated withm the fpace otlittle 
more then a year, had not the Autumnal Tem- 
pefts of 1 6 1 1 put fome flop to it, notwithftand- 
ing which, the number of their Mills being en- 
creas'd to about thirty, by the end of May 1612 
it was thorowlv finifh'd, and by the end ot July 
following the whole tract of ground was pro- 
portionablv divided between the Undertakers, 
according to the feveral fums that each man 
had adventur'd in the main ftock. Not long 
after the recover 'd foil began to be planted with 
numerous edifices, adorn'd and furrounded with 
plcafant Gardens and Orchards, and fuch fertil 
enclofures as have long fince made a plentiful 
return for the charge, labour, and difappoint- 
ments of the firft Undertakers. 



The prefent extent of the Beemfter is fuch thar 
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which added to the former, willjrnake the n Um . 



it contains 70570 Acres, befides che public Wave 
Dykes, and feveral ufelefs and unpaflable p\^\ 

Mm # V J * V 1 ' m m\ *\ mm rf — ***** MmWm l JI — 7l « — A if 



its 



ber amount to ten thoufand. It has alter d 
nature at an odd rate, being changfd from a Lake 
to an Ifland, for it is encompafs'd about bv , 
Channel of waters, four, five, fix, and feven and 
in fome places eight Rods broad. The fic- 
tion ofitisinthis manner 5 Southward of it ]j cs 
Purmerend, to which it is join'd byaBridg 5 and 
not far from thence are two confiderable Vil. 
lages, call'd Warmer and lifp $ to the Eaftward 
are Oofthuyfen, Qztadyck*, and Wrede 5 and on the 
Northern and Weftern fide Beets, Somerdyc^ 
Vierhuyfen, Avendyck, Avenhorn, Schermerhorn,My. 
fen, the Ryp, and Gracbt. 

Of the time, manner, and method of drain- 
ing the adjacent Purmer, Warmer, and Schemer, 
Janfon gives us no particular account, tho the 
delineation of two of them is by him exhibited 
together with thole of the Beemfter and Zyp . but 
being much of the fame nature they mar per- 
haps require no diftinct defcription. Wherefore 
wc (hall only add here, that the Lands both in 
Weft-Frizeland and other parts of the Province 
of Holland recovered from the waters, enjoy, 
at leaft for a term of years, an exemtion from 
public Taxes ( by which immunity the value 
of them is much enhanced ), and that upon the 

draining of the Beemfter fome Hollanders, by pub- 
lic permiflion, effected the like in Prance, and 
made themfelves matters of a large fpace of Land 
fituate near unto Roche I, and call'd fince litde 
Holland. The Arms of Holland* as a diftincr 
State by it felf, are, Or, a Lion Gules. 
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EVINVS Lemnius, 

and other Authors of 
good account , make 

the Iflands of Zealand 

the ancient feat of the 

Mattiaci, of whom Ta- 
citus (peaks in his Book 

De Moribus Germanorum 

in thefe words, eft in 

eodem obfequio Mattia- 
ccrum Gens, Bat avis fimiles, nift quod ipfo terrdt fu<e 
fob ac ccelo acrius animantur. But others fuppofe 

this place of Tacitus to be no fufficient ground 
for fuch an opinion, efpecially feeing that they 
are accounted by him a German Nation, and 
exprcfly feated beyond the Rhine. Nor can it 
be fuppos'd that fuch hot Springs were ever to 
he found in this Country as were in that of the 
ancient Mattiaci, of which Pliny (ays in Lib.31. 
up .2. that funt <*r Mattiaci in Germania fontes 
calidi trans Rhenum, quorum hauftus triduo fervet $ 
circa marginem vero pumicem faciunt Aqute. And 

vet there are not wanting thofe who taking the 
dream of Bato , with all its circumftances, for 
a certain truth, fuppofe that fome other German 
Innce may in like manner have been the con- 
ductor of a Colony of the Mattiaci into thelflands 
ot Zealand 5 and for confirmation of their opi- 
nion they tell us that the word M«tf, which comes 
J? near in found to the name of that people, and 
"gnifies a Colleague or Partner, is peculiar to 
language of the Zealanders. But leaving 
matter to be difputed between the Difciplcs 
^J^ ius and Clicver (the latter of whom in his 
jwk De tribus Rheni Alveis, makes it very pro- 
D ?Die that this Country was anciently the feat 
ot the T oxandri ) we need not much to doubt 
ut the modern name was impos'd by the Danes, 
^memory and honour of their own principal 
£and,when poffefs'd of this and the neighbouring 
f rovince of Holland 5 tho fome we know will have 
Runout any relation had to the Cimbrickinznd, 
<ri * purely Upon t k e account of its own ficu- 



ation which is upon, or rather in the very bofome 
of the Sea denominated Zealand. 

The Air of Zealand is more iharp and lefs 
healthy then that of the adjoyning Countries 5 
people here, efpecially Grangers , being very 
fubiect to catch Agues andFeavers; which, to- 
gether with other diftempers, mull needs be 
produced by thofe noifome "fogs and vapours 
which chiefly in the Summer feafon are conti- 
nually exhal'd from their ftanding Fools and 
Shallows. Yet is the Air of South Beveland ac- 
counted mild, and that of Walcheren is found 
to be more temperate and gentle then in former 
Ages (the Nightingale being now obferv'd to 
fing in it, a thing not known till of latter years) 
which is principally imputed to the many Gar- 
dens and Orchards, and far greater number of 
Trees then were growing here in ancient times. 
As for the foil, it is generally very fruitful, and 
produces excellent Wheat, as ponderous and 
white as is to be found in any other Country. 
It yields alfo great quantities of that Caulis Syl- 
z/eftris or Cole-wort, of the feed whereof great 
profit is made: as alfo of Madder, which they 
call Meedkrappe, much us'd by Dyers. Nor 
are there wanting in Zealand very good Pafture 
Grounds, as well within their banks as without, 
and upon the Sea fhore 5 fo that they are often 
times overflown by the fait water, which yet 
happening not over frequently , impregnates 
the earth, and gives thegrafs fuch a relifh as, be- 
ing communicated to the Sheep, makes their 
Mutton better tatted, and upon that account 
preferr'd before that of other parts of the Coun- 

The Zealanders are of a middle ftature, but 
their bodies are ftrong and well fet. In the Dutch 
Annals we have a ftory of a Woman born m 
Zealand,^ brought by the Countefs ot Holland 
to the Marriage of Charles the Fair of France 
about the year i 3 *3> <& exceeding big and ta l 
that the mod proper men fecm d but . like chil- 
dren to her, tho both her Father and Mother 
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we Oendcr and of very ordinary ftaturc. 
ftrcngrh is hkewife faid to have been fo 
that (be would lift up in each hand a barrel full 
of Hamborougb Beer with as much eafe as a throng 
Man fhould empty Casks 5 being able to carry 
that weight wich which eight Men would find 
themfclves over-burthen d. But to return to 
the character of our Zealandeirs^ the better fort 
are courteous and liberal, yet keep within the 
bounds of good husbandry, being as defirous 
of riches, tho fcldom becoming fo rich as their 
Neighbours ojf Holland. The common and 
meaner fort of people are of a rude and boifte- 
rous temper , like the waves and winds with 
which they are always converfant 5 and of whofc 
nature they feem to participate 5 being conitant- 
lv, and almoft univerfally employ 'd in naviga- 
tion 5 by which means they become better Mar- 
riners then their Neighbours, and may be ac- 
counted the main maritime ftrength of the 
whole Union 3 the privateering part of any War 
(which they are therefore always defirous of ha- 
ving continued) falling conftantly to the (hare 
of the Zealanders. They have not many Ar- 
tificers amongft them, the fupport and enrich- 
ment of the inhabitants depending in times of 

peace upon the Fiftiery and Forreign-Trade 5 
which they manage in a great meafure by bring- 
ing fait (which they have a fpecial art of boyl- 
ing and purefving ) and Wines out of France, 
and of Oyl, Alum and Wines out of Spain? 
and tranfporting the fame into Livonia, Prujjia 
and other Northern Countries. Many of them 
traffick for Spices and Gold into the Indies $ and 
all forts of commodities are diftributed by them 
as well into thofe that lye neerer as into more re- 
mote Regions. In their cuitoms and humours 
they are faid to come nearer the Brabanfons and 
French then the Hollanders or Germans, efpecially 

the Women, who particularly endeavour to be 
exceeding neat in their drefs. 

Zealand was in former Ages under one and 
the fame Earl with Holla?id, yet with the free 
and conftant enjoyment of its proper Laws and 
Institutions 5 except at fuch times as part of it 
was fab jeered to Flanders, which happen 'd efpe- 
cially under Theodorick the 4th, Earl of Holland 
and Zealand , from whom Baldwin of Lille 
Earl of Flanders, took the Ifland of Walcheren, 
according to Regersbergius ? and according to* 
Meyerus, not only that but the four other Iflands 

of S chowen, S outh-Beveland, North-Bevel and, and 

^or/ales. Yet did all thefe places afterwards fhake 
off the Flandrian yoak under the fucceeding 
Earls of Holland, and the whole of Zealand de- 
fended as one entire Province to the Houfes of 
Burgundy and Auftria, from the latter of which 
it revolted in the time of Philip the fecond, King 
of Spain, 2nd has ever finccnexcto Holland been 
the mod confiderable ( in refpect of ftrength and 
riches) among the feven members of the Union. 
Palling by the more ancient conftitution we fhall* 
give a brief account of the prefent Government 
or this Province 5 which is bv their proper States 
that confift of two Members, the Nobilitv and 
Deputies of the chief Towns. The Zealand 
Nobility having been extinguifhed in the Spanijh 
Wars the Princes of Orange, as Marquifcs of 
Fere and Flu hmg (which Towns were purchased 
trom the States by the famous William the firft ) 
have ever fince had the right to make that part 
or them, unaer the title of the firft Noble of 
Zealand: and therefore have always by their 
Deputies had the firft place and voice in the 
States of the Province, the Council of State and 
amber or Account* *»vrv»r>t- r.^i. - 
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William the fecond, the prefent Prince, \ras \ u 
the greateft injuftice imaginable depriv'd of H 
fame, which did not at all belong to him 
Staddiolder, from which Office he had indeed 
tho unjuftly too, been already excluded bvthe 
States General. The Prince of Orange Iikewjf 
creates the Magi ft rates, and confequently corr^ 
mands in effect the voices of the two mentioned 
Towns, whereas there are in all but fethat 
fend their Deputies to the States, and make ti- 
the Sovereignty of the Province 5 vi%. MiJdll 

burg, Zirck^cee, Goes, Tolen, Flufhing and Vere 
the fmailer, not voicing Towns being, Dombunh 
iVeji-Cappel, Arnmuyden, Br ouwers- haven and St 

Martins dyc^ The Provincial Eftates fit c>enc- 
rally at Middleburg, and arc conven'd as often 
as more urgent affairs require 5 being reprefen- 
ted at other times by feven Deputies (that is 
one in behalf of the Prince of Orange, and one 
from each of the chief Cities) who wirh the af- 
fiftance of their Penfionary and Secretary meet 
and tranfact matters of an inferior nature. The 
Ifland of Walcheren has alfo its peculiar conven- 
tion of States, which fits ufually at Middleburg 
and confifts of the Deputy of the Prince, three 
Deputies from the three Towns of Middleburg^ 

Flujhing and Fere, and two others chofen and 
fent by the landed men of the Country. Every 
City has its proper Court of Judicature, but 
from each of them there Ives an appeal to the 
convention of the Provincial Eftates, and from 
thence to that of the States General h both which 
are always held at the Hague 5 where likewife 
fits a mixt Court, made up of a certain num- 
ber of Hollanders and Zealanders 5 concerning 
which a brief account has already been given 
in the defcription of Holland. The Iflands of 
Zealand are divided into two Diftricts call'd 
Beoojier Scheld and Bexvefter Scheld, from the two 
different Channels by which the Schelde empties 
it felt into the Ocean 5 according to which 
divifion it is under the jurifdidtion of twoQj#- 
ftors, call'd as Conringius tells us in Dutch Rent- 
meefters, that is Treafurers, tho their authori- 
ty be of fuch a nature as to make them rather 
rcfemble Judges or chief Juftitiaries, in their 
refpective circles h having formerly had full pow- 
er in all places out of the City-Territories net 
only to imprifon all vagabonds and other Cri- 
minals, and to take fpecial care of the public 
peace, and the fecurity of the common roads, 
but after legal and folemn tryal to condemn 
fuch as were found guilty of Capital offences. 
But their jurifdiction has been muchimpair'd 
of late years, efpecially that of Beoofier Scheld, 
the greateft part of which has been either re- 
covered or ufarp'd by the Baylifs of ZirckZee 
and Tolen 3 and chiefly by the former, who chal- 
lenges and exercifes a very large power through- 
out the faid Diftricl:, within which is at this day 
comprehended the Lordfhip of Sommerdyck 
The Qua^ftor of the other circle, or Bewefter 
Scheld, has his prifon at Middleburg, where he 
fecures Criminals, and brings them upon their 
tryal before the City- tribunal. Both I fuppofc 
are now ^\n, that is fince the reftaurauon 
of the Stadtholderfhip, appointed by the Pro- 
vincial Governor. . , 

The Iflands of Zealand arc at prefent eight, 
four bevond the Oofterfcheld? vizz Schowen, 
land, Tolen, and 0 refund $ and four between t^c 
*ndtheWefterfcbeld,Walcheren,SoutbbevelandM tb ' 
beveland, and Wolferdyck* Three of thefe are 
more immediately expos'd to the fury ot tb? 
Ocean 5 the inhabitants being put to a pr° dl f x ~ 

ous charge for defence of the fame againlt die 

outra- 
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elements which yet has been fire- 



Jy fo kind as to reftore them ( by filling 
die (hallows ) in one place, what it has de- 
Iriv'd them of in another. 
The chief Ifland of Zealand ', and which in 
mber of inhabitants, fplendour of its Cities 
nU j yjHages, and ( the caufe and fource of both 
the former) the frequency of trade and com- 
merce, far exceeds all the reft, is that of Walche- 
m . foliate in the South and Weft part of the 
Province, lving to the North of Flanders, and 
living to the Eaftward of it beyond Southbeve- 
kni f which lies between them ) the Dukedom 

of Brabant. 

The Capital City of Walcberen ( which in 
Latin *is term'd Walacbria ) is Middleburg, fo call'd 
(as is generally agreed upon by modern wri- 
ters who have exploded the (lory or 1 know not 
what Metellus, an imaginary Reman, of Confular 
Dignity ) from its {landing more inward and to- 
wards the middle of the Ifland- It is a large and 
well built City, having fpatious ftreets, inhabited 
by great multitudes of peop!e,among whom is no 
frmll number of wealthy Merchants. The build- 
of its Churches is very magnificent, and fo 



in 



was formerly that of its Religious Hou fes and 
Monafteryes, among which that of St. Nicolas 
exceeded all the reft , the Abbot whereof did 
anciently in the convention of Eftates reprelent 
the whole Ecclefiaftical Order. This Abby was 
by Tbilip the fecond made the feat and Manfi- 
on of one of his new erected Bifhopricks 5 but it 
afterwards became the place of alTembly of the 
Provincial Eftates, the Chamber of Accounts, 
andtheColledge of the Admiralty^fbme parts of 
it being allotted the Mine, and converted to o- 
ther fuch like publick ufes. The Council Houfe 
of the City is alfo a (lately Fa brick, being curi- 
oufly adorn'd with ftatues and Images $ and the 
top of the higheft Tower in Middleburg, to which 
is added the ornament of a fair Dial, is faid to 
have coft 100 and 50 thouland Florens. It is 
mightily enrich'd by the Staple of Wines which 
it enjoy es as well of thofe imported out of feve- 
ral other Countries, as particularly out of France, 
Spain, and Portugal: and fo great was the wealch 
ct this place even in the laft Century that it 
parchas'd the Town of Arnmuyden of its proper 
lord 5 which was done for the fake of its fecure 
and fpacious Haven, from whence the Middle- 
forger* have cut a deep and broad Channel ( the 
old one that runs alfo into the Sea not far from 
Armuyden being by reafon of its narrownefs and 
many windings become almolt ufelefs) which 
brings up Veffels of great burthen into feyeral 
Streets of their Citv. It is vcrv ftronglv fortify 'd 
* ltn a hrm wall encompafsci by large Ditches of 
tn e greateft depth, beyond which is another wall 
guarding and furrounding the faid Ditches. We 
j*re told by modern Travellers that there are a- 
bout 20 Churches in Middleburg both the Lu- 
wran and Calviniftical- reformed , as well as 
Anabaptifls and Jews, being here tolerated and 
aUow'd places of publick worfhip. 

r he Government of this City is by two Con- 
ul ? an d eleven Efchevins, both which are ap- 
pointed by the Stadtholder out of a double 
number prefented unto him. This double num- 
C n 15 a §rced upon by another part of the Ma- 
Sutracy, calPd the Council of twelve, and as 
(f n y more which they call to jovn with them 
J™c whole number of Electors "being thereby 
p^ae 24) out of the Forreigners of better qua- 
and reputation, who are uncapable of bear- 
ds either of the former Offices themfclves , 
no £ hey have fo great a fhare in the election 

Netherlands. 



of thofe that do. Both thefe Counsellors and 
Electors continue for term of Life, the former 
of whom arc chofen by the Confuls and Efche- 
vines 5 and the latter out of a t ripple number by 
the Provincial Governor. 

The learned Ornaments of this City were 
Paulus a Middleburgo, well skill'd in the Ma the- 
matic ks, and for that reafon invited to Rome; 
Nicolaus Ever or di firnamed like wife a Middleburgo 
tho born in a neighbouring Village. He w5s 
a famous Lawyer, and upon that account made 
Prefident of the Grand Council or Court of 
Mechlin-^ and dyed an. 1532. For an account 
of his feveral Sons, recorded for learned Men, 
among whom was Johannes Secundum, account- 
ed a good Poet in his time, Blaeus The. Vrb. may 
be confulted. 

Flufhing is about a League, or according to 
an Englilb Traveller two miles and an half di- 
ftant from Middleburg, being fcated in the moft 
Southern part of the Ifland, directly over a- 
gainft Flanders. It was within lefs then 300 
years nothing more then an ordinary Ferry by 
which the traders of both Provinces had pa(Tage 
too and fro, and maintain'd entercourfe with 
each other, but it is wonderfull v encreas'd (ince 
that time, and has by reafon of its (ituation and 
excellent Port been for many years accounted the 
principal key of the Belgick Countries. It was fir ft 
walPd about not above 140 years ago by the 
famous Warrier Adolf bus of Burgundy $ but fbme 
time after that it had thrown orl the Sfanijh 
yoak the Confederate States took care to have 
it fo well fortify'd that it became a place of the 
greateft ftrength : having before been efteem'd 
by judicious perfons a Hold of fo great moment 
to its polTeiTors, that Charles the Efth recom- 
mended the prefervation of it in a peculiar man- 
ner to his Son Phi/if 9 among thofe fecret points 
of State delivered to him upon his refignation 
of thefe Countries. Flufhing indeed is not fo 
large, nor fo well built as Middleburg, the Streets 
of it being alfo narrower then thofe of that Ci- 
ty 3 yet is it not altogether deftitute of (lately 
and magnificent ftructures, among which their 
Court or Town Hall ( a modern building ) is 
faid to excel -. and whatever it may want in this 
refpect is fufficiently com pen fa ted in ftrength 
riches and Commerce. This was one of the 
Cautionary Towns de liver 'd to Queen Eliza- 
beth, an. 1585, and rcftor'd by King James an. 
1616. Robert Lord Li/Ie (afterwards Earl of 
Leicejier) being die laft, as his Brother the fa- 
mous Sir Philip Sidney had been the firft Go- 
vernor of the place. As for the Etymology of 
the name, whether it be taken from een Flefche 
(that is a bottle or jugg, which is the Arms of 
the City ) or from the Danijb word Vies (which 
fignifics the boifterous Tide and furges of the 
Ocean, obferv'd to be extraordinary here) muffc 
ftili remain a matter of difpute. An. 1452 
Flujbing came into the polTeftxon of the Illultri- 
ous Family of the Borfals, Marquis's of Vere$ 
and was afterwards, vz% about the year 
purchafed together with the faid Marquifate by 
William the firft Prince of Orange, to whom hc- 
reditarv oaths of fealty and allegiance were 
made the fame year, as about 7 years alter to 
his Son : in remembrance whereor there were 
Silver coins thrown about, having the Arms of 
Nalfaxv upon them quarter d with thofe of each 
Town ( on dieir refpetfive Medals ) with this 
fhort inferipdon, nodus indiffolubilis 5 and on the 
other fide je maintiendray. Ever fince the Prin- 
ces of Orange have had the nomination (or at 
leaft the right to it) of the Magiftracy of this 
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Ter-Vere. 



Arnmuy- 
den. 



gS'and thirteen Senators. . By the Pnnce 
fo appointed a Baylif, who is to be prefent at al 
affcmblyes or Confutations about the Citj at 
fa rs no? can any decree be paftor executed 
Sainft 4kh he (hall have protefted either in 
bf S of his Lord or the common welfare of 

tb ^^hr-Vere (call'd alfo Camp-Vere from 
the firft building upon the place which was 
onlv fome few Cottages o Boatmen who waf- 
ted' people over to trie Village ofCampenin 
Hovth-Beveland long fince fwallowed up by the 
Sea ) is feared upon the Nortnern fhore of Wal- 
cheren, being according to Blaeu about one 
mile ( that is a Dutch one, for it is really 3 
miles ) from Middleburg, and 2 from Flujbing. 
It is in bignefs inferior to Flujhing, but is well 
fortify'd with a broad Ditch and three good 
bulwarks ; anfwerable to the number of its gates. 
Vere has alfo two fair Harbours for tops, with 
broad wharfs or keys within the walls. Before 
the late rebellion in Evgland the Scotch trade, 
confin'd to this place by a itaple instituted here 
an, 1612 was very beneficial to it 5 (the old 
Parifh Church being aflign d thofe of that Na- 
tion for the exercife of their Religion ) but the 
Sea is its dreadful enemy, by which it has been 
frequently in danger of being utterly ruinU 
Particularly the Tower which flood on the 
North fide of the Port was (an 1630) quite 
overturn'd and buryed in the Ocean. The Ma- 
giftracy of this Town confifts of two Confuls, 
and nine Efchevins 5 to whom an. 1575 was 
added a Common Council of twenty four. It 
has alfo its particular and diftinct Baylif Our 
noble and ancient Family of the Veres ( fome 
of whom were in the laft Age mainly inftru- 
mental in averting the liberty of the Confede- 
rate Provinces) is recorded to have had its name 
anddefcent from this City. 

Arnmuyden is fo call'd from the fmall River 
Arne, which runs from Middleburg towards this 
place, and Muydt, which word in the old Zea- 
land as well as Danifb language fignifies a Tower. 
The old Town of this name is long fince gone 
to ruin, (whereof there is only a fair Church 
and Hall left Handing , in the latter of which 
hangs a table exprefUng Arnmuyden when it was 
a Village ) and the new one ( which in the laft 
Century did fo abound in trade and riches that 
the dayly increafe of its buildings exceeded thofe 
of "Middleburg in magnificence and fplendor ) 
goes fairly after it 5 being of late years extreme- 
ly decay 'd and become only a fmall place con- 
fifting of one Street, tho entrench'd about. The 
convenience of its Harbour, which was formerly 
of fuch depth that Veflels of 300 Tun came up to 
the very walls of the Town, occafion'd the great 
commerce it maintained with the French and 
Spaniards, as well as the nearer Danes and Ger- 
mans : and the obftruction of the fame ( which 
ot late years has been fo confiderable that 
Coaches and Waggons pais now where (hips 
were wont to fail ) has impoverilh'd the Inhabi- 
tants 5 whofe only gain and fupport are at this 
day derived from the adjoining Salt-Houfes , 
where they employ their time in boiling and pu- 
rifying that univerfal -commodity. The prefent 
Arnmuyden (which was wall'd about upon the 
Belgick troubles, the Lordfoip of it having been 
purchas'd from Philip of Burgmdy and Ann of 
Borfales by the Middleburgers, grown jealous as 
fome tell us, of its thriving neighbourhood) 
has, in like manner as the odier Towns of the 
Ifland, its Baylif, Confuls, Scabins and Senators. 



R L A N D S. 

Zeeburg, commonly call'd Ramme^ens , c a 
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lyes below the Channel that leads to Middlebm 
built by Mary Queen of Hungary, Governed of the 
Low- Countries for Charles the fift. The fituati- 
on of it is very pleafant, for on one fide it has 
the profpe£t of feveral Villages, with many 
fine meadows and fields, and on the other lyes 
a creek of the Sea, whither great numbers of 
ftiips betake themfelves in a ftorm, and then 
defy the uttermoft rage of winds and waves. 
This fortrefs was pawn'd to the Englijh and re- 
ftor'd to the Dutch together with the Brill and 
Flujhing. 

As you pafs along the fhore 9 to the Weft 
and North-weft of Flu/king, under the fand 
hills appear feveral unwall'd Towns, and deli- 
cate Villages 5 the chief of which, in refpect of 
its antiquity, and former flourifhing condition 
is Weftcappel 3 tho at this day it be a mifca- 
bly poor and fbrlorne place. Its fituation upon 
the Sea, and the commodioufhefs of its Harbour 
had divers Ages ago procur'd it a great trade 
from all parts, for the: incouragement whereof 
large priviledges and immunities were granted 
it by Earl Florent about the year 12235 the 
fame being afterwards conferred and renew'd 
by Mary of Burgundy. The law by which eve- 
ry man upon his being made a free Denizon 
was obliged to dwell in the Town for the fpace 
of three years, ( none but Freemen being lite- 
wife permitted to trade here, without fpecial 
leave obtained of the Scabins ) brought 
advantage to the fame 3 and the maritime lavs 
which are in force as well in other places as 
thorough all Zealand, and bear the name of the 
laws of Weftcappel? are a fufficient proof of its 
having been anciently a City of great commerce; 
but the frequent lofles fuffer'd by Tides and 
Tempefts, both by breaking their banks, and 
making continual encroachments upon the land, 
oblig'd the inhabitants to quit their ancientfeatj 
and Weftcappel now ftands within die land and 
at fome diftance from its former troubiefome 
neighbour. Upon or about the plat of the old 
Town, are at this day only a few poor houfes 
and Cottages, inhabited by Husbandmen, and 
fuch as labour in repairing the Sea-banks 3 that 
near this place, (the name whereof it bears, for it 
is called the Weftcappel Dyke) being of greater con- 
fequence then any others to the whole Ifland of 

Walcheren. 

About 2 Dutch miles and a half from Middle- 
burg, and to the Weft ward of that City under 
the fand hills ftands Domburg, a place of good 
antiquity and pleafant fituation, but at prefent 
of mean account and neither encompafe'd by 
walls nor Ditches. It ftill bears the image of a 
Caftle in its Arms, and is with good probability 
fiippos'd to have had its name, which is dioughtto 
have been originally Duynburg or Duynenburg.bo^ 
fome fuch ancient Fortrefs, ( tho all footfteps 
and remains of the fame have been long fa ce 
quite obliterated ) and the neighbouring dow& 
or fand hills. The profit of the neighbouring 
Fifhery and the fertility of the adjoining Coun- 
try did at firfl invite people to feat themfdv^ 
here , by the great confluence of whom it ^ 
fome time became a populous and rich Town, 
and was by the favour of its Princes endow " 
with good priviledges 5 there being feveral in- 
ftances taken from old records, and Roman in- 
scriptions ( found upon fome ftones dug «P£ 
the neighbouring fhore between thirty and Low 
years ago cho upon digging deeper div^ 

•trunks or bodies of Trees were found, wnc** 
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r me have conjectur'd that upon the foil for- 
merlv flood a large forreft ) from whence may 
y Ctv well be concluded that the prefent Age 
is much in the dark as to the primitive greatnefs 
and fplendor of this place 5 the Lords whereof 
and of Weftcappel, have for many years paft 
been the Princes of Orange 5 each of which 
Towns ( for they may be fo term'd becaufe they 
ftill enjoy their primitive priviledges ) is govern'd 
under them by a Baylif and two Confuls. The 
prefent delightful fituation of Wefthove ( in form- 
er Ages the Palace of the Abbots of Middleburg) 
with divers Woods and Thickets near and a- 
bout Domburg, do ftill inform us how exceed- 
ing pleafant a Country tliis was, before it fuf- 
fer'd fo much from the Ocean, and by the in- 
juries of time and revolutions of State. Other 
places of Walcheren of mofl note are the Town 
of Souteland, fituate near the Sea between Flujh- 

iv* and Weftcappel 3 the Villages of Weft Souburg 
( or Suit burg ) and Eaft Souburg: the firfl of 
which is faid to be adorn'd with a ftately and 
ample Palace , where Charles the fifth refided 
wiiilit he was hinder'd by contrary winds from 
undertaking his voiage into Spam in the year 

^ Ilie next Ifland to Walcheren is S out hbeve land, 
which extends it felf in a large tradt. of ground 
as well towards Brabant as Flanders 5 having 
been reckon'd in former Ages to have contain'd 
20 Dutch miles in compafs, tho now nothing 
near fo large , comprehending but about 60 
thoufand acres of ground, not only its circuit 
being contracted by the perpetual encroach- 
ments of a turbulent Sea, but large portions 

body fwallow'd up by the 
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^ Element 5 as particularly were the Town 
and well nigh the whole Lordihip of Borfales in 
the year 15325 by which inundation Rommerf- 
trael was divided from the reft of the Country 
and made an Ifland by it felf The air of Southbeve- 
land is accounted mild and healthy 5 and the 
foil of it in fome places is cover'd with Woods 
and Thickets, and in others loaded in the fea- 
fon with great quantities of excellent Wheat 5 
befides very many and large Orchards, which 
bring good profit to the owners. 

Of the antiquity of Rommerfaall ( one of die 
three principal Towns in Southbeveland) and 
the priviledges granted to it, and calamities be- 
fallen it from time to time fome account is gi- 
ven by Blaeu? whom the Reader may confuit : 
for we (hall fay no more of it, then that having 
been almoft quite ruin'd by 6 inundations and 
one conflagration which happen'd between the 
year 1555 and 1564, there were feveral endea- 
vours made for the reftoring of it to its former 
condition j but all in vain, for fuch continual 
prejudice was found to be done to its walls and 
banks by the waters, that the people were quite 
difcourag'd, and defifted from the work 5 the 
undertaking being at length look'd upon as 
defperate, and not to be efFeared, and ( about 
the year 1631 ) the remains of the whole Town, 
fold by publick auction for no more then 90 
Fkmming pounds. 

The only walPd Town, and place in South- 
oeveland that has voice and Seftion among the 
Provincial Eftates is Goes or Ter-Goes, fo call cl 
adier from a goofe ( which is borne in its Coat 
of Arms' and in the old German language is 
termed Goes) or elfe from the fertility of its 
neighbouring foil 5 denoted as well in the old 
banifb tongue as in Low Dutch by the fame word 
« had large priviledges indulg'd it by William 
°f Bavaria, about the year 1350 5 and an. *4 r 7 



Jacquelm of Bavaria granted licence to wall it 
about. An. i 539 it was almoft ruin'd by fre- 
quent Inundations, but it afterwards recovered 
its former condition, partly by the care of its 
f ucceeding Magiftrates, and partly by the efpe- 
cial favour and indulgence of Charles the fifth. 
7 er-Goes was ftrangely reliev'd when befieg'd bv 
the revolted Dutch in the time of Alva h 3000 

Spaniards,Germans,znd Walloons,\7zd'mg thorough 
the drown'd part of the Ifland, withfacks upon 
their fhoulders, wherein they carried Match, 
Powder, and Bisket. An enterprize of incredi- 
ble boldnefs, and yet happy fuccefs 5 and which 
fo aftoniuYd the befiegers, that upon the firft 
notice of the enemies having paft in f^fcty tho- 
row that yaft tract of waters, they immediately 
raised their Camp, and got with all expedition 
into their Ships. It was fortified for the Con- 
federate States by the Earl of Hoenlo in the year 
1585, and fince that time it has been much cn- 
creas'd in riches and number of inhabitants, tho 
it be ftill but a Town of indifferent bignefs. 
It has fix Gates, and confifts of neat Streets of 
building 5 being furnifh'd with three Doels 
a Grammar School three Market places 
( the chief of which is call'd the Corn Market ) 
a Hofpital for Orphans , and two for aged 
people of both fexes. Its .Church was unfor- 
tunately burnt down in che year 1618$ but 
about three years after it was rebuilt by the inha- 
bitants in fo curious and ftately a manner that it 
will hardly give place to any other thoroughout 
the whole Province. Under the City of Ter-Goes 

is the Lordihip of Borfales which was purchas'd 
by it an. 1^15, and is govern'd by a Baylif and 
a Council of feven, appointed by the faid City, 
to the Magiftracy of which there lyes an ap- 
peal from that other judicature. Ter-Gces is 
governed by Magiftrates of its own appointments 
who are a Baylif or Prastor, two Confuls and 
nine Scabins 3 to whom are affiftant three Clerks 
or Secretaries. In the Ifland of Southbeveland 
are alfo reckon'd to be one and thirty Villages 5 
moft of which are adorn'd with high Towers, 
that guide and direct Sea-faring men in their 
Voyages , befides the Palaces and Ma nil on- houfes 
of Gentlemen and pcrfons of better rank, winch 
are generally mo ted about. In the number ot 
thofe Villages, Baerlant, Cloeti?:ge?z, Cruningen, 
Elfsdyck.* and Bieftingen, do excel both for large- 
nefs and pleafant fituation. 

The next and third Ifland in the fame Divi- 
fion of Zealand is Not t hbeve land 3 in ancient 
times fo pleafant a Country ( that as fome tell 
us) it was term'd Zealands Garden of delight^ but 
in that memorable and fatal -Inundation which 
happen'd 1532 was entirely overwhelmed by 
the Ocean. In it ftood formerly a City of good 
note, calPd Cortgheene, (bated upon the River 
Zuytvliet , almoft oppofite to Ter-Vere in Wal- 
cheren 5 which was firft walTd about by Philip 
of Borfales, in the year 141 3. There were alfo 
feveral fine Villages in it, the chief whereof were 
Weftkerk and Emelefe^ deftroy'd with all the 
others in the forefaid Inundation 5 tho a great 
part of die Ifland has been fince recovered from 
che waters, which began to be excluded by di- 
vers banks caft up an. 15*85 the names of old 
Northbevelajid and new Northbeveland being a- 
bout the year imposed upon the whole. 

There were particularly fome years ago above 
two thoufand Acres of ground gain d from the 
Sea in tho^e two parts of the Ifland, where at 
prefent ftand the Villages of Colinfplat and Cat*. 

mmmonlv call'd Catzhoeck: . n . „ 

^ffiurSand laft Ifland of the fame Diftnft 
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Schowen. 



Zirck&ee. 



t t -r^n^d thefurv adorn' d with fo much light that it has nm 



of the waters wuwu xuw». ■ 

this Province were devoured by the waves 5 and 

have been within fome Centuries extended 



is verv uiujtfi/ivj — — — — r - - , ~r j 

pafs'd by the two Currents of Schenge and Zuyd- 
lliet and bv them fo violently aflaulted, that 
the Zealanders in their ordinary difcourfe make 
allufions to thofe violent ft reams teeming to con- 
tend which (haii firit devour Wolfersdycl^ which 
manv rears ago did not contain above three 
miles in circuit 5 and was then poflefs d only by 

two fmall Villages. 

Of all the IfLnds beyona the Ealtern Scheldt 
that of Schowen, denominated in Latin ( from 
the fame River no doubt) Scaldia, isthelargeft 
and of greater* confederation. It has been rec- 
koned ot late years not to contain above feven 
oreishr Dutch miles in compafs (excluding thofe 
maritime parcels of ground call'd Polders, fuch 
as are Dreyfchor, Zonnemaer, Noortgowen, tec. ) but 
the time was when it reach'd almoft to North- 
beveland, which was divided from it by fo nar- 
row a Channel, that fome tell us the inhabitants 
could talk together from one fhore to the other. 
Schowen is rcpleniuVd with populous Villages, 
handfom and pleafant Seats and Manfion-houfes 
belonging to perfons of the better fort 5 with 
many rich Farms and Inciofures. But its only 
Cities are Zirickzge and Browershaven. 

Zirizee, or Zirickgee, is taken to be the moft 
ancient City in Zealand, and reported to have 
been built by one Ziringus , about the year of 
Chrift 84^. It is diftanc five leagues from Ar- 

muy&en and fix from Middleburg 5 (landing near 
the Channel which divides Sc how en and Duveland, 
and ( by means of a Icflcr Channel, which com- 
municates with the former ) enjoys the advan- 
tages of the Sea within its own bofom. Yet 
have the Sands of late years done it great pre- 
judice by obftructing its harbour, tho it liill 
enjoys a pretty good trade, efpecially in Salt 
and Madder 3 the latter of which commodity 
is produced more plentifully in S chow en then any 
other part of the Province. The ground about 
it is very low, and bv die cutting of fome Banks 
it may be eafily overflown on all (ides 5 and tho 
it was then encompafs'd by weak Walls and a 
very ordinary Ditch, yet did it in the Lilt Cen- 
tury endure a Iingring fiege of almoft eight 
months, the fields all about being laid under 
water, fo that nothing could be done in the 
ufual way of Trenches, Batteries, and Aflaulcs. 
Yet was it at length forced to farrender and re- 
deem it felf from being fack'd and plundered 
with a large fum of money 5 which thing oc- 
cafiond a very dangerous mutiny of the Spa- 
nijb Soldiers, who for default of their pay, and 
in recompence of their labour in the expedition, 
had in their hopes fwallow'd the Riches of the 
place, or at leaft the whole benefit of the Com- 
pofition. For an account of its privileges, and 
the authority' which it exercifes by its Magiftrates 
( who according to Conringius are two Confuls, 
twelve Scabins,and twenty- four Common- Coun- 
cil men, tho Blaeu makes thefe laft to be no fewer 
then thirty-fix ) thorowout the whole Ifland, 
the Reader muft confult more copious Authors^ 
and efpecially thofe to whom wc have fo often 
referr'd him upon the like occafion. The Church 
of Zirrctgee, dedicated to St. L<&vinus, one of the 
nrft Apoftles of Zealand, and commonly call'd De 
Monfier , is a ftructure of exceeding beautiful 
workmanftiip, all its parts being fo proportio- 
nate to each other, and the whole fee off and 



cf its priftine fplendour fince it was fir'd bv 
Lightnings which happened about the year 
1 $66. This Town has produe'd feveral men of 
good learning, among whom were the famous 
Francifcan Amandus, the Antiguary Jacobus S u r m 
the general Scholar and skilful Phyfitian La^i m \ 
Lemnius, and his Son Gulielmus Lemnins, Phyfician 
to Ericus King of Sweden 5 Petrus Pectus, the 
Audior of divers Books $ and Jafon a Pratis 
commended for his skill in Poetry and Phy- 
fick. 

Br ower shaven had its name not from the number 
of Brewers inhabiting here, as fome tell us, about 
three hundred years ago 5 but from the great 
quantities of Beer convey 'd firft hither, out of 
Holla?:d, and efpecially from the City of Delf. 
and from hence diftributed into all pans of Zea- 
land, which Province being in many places un- 
furniuYd with frefh water, was fore'd to be fup- 
ply'd with its drink from abroad. It was defti- 
tute of Walls and other fortifications before die 
Belgzc troubles, and tho about that time it had 
fome increafe in Buildings, and was furnilh'd 
with Repofitpries for Cloth, and drying of Mad- 
der, enjoying alfo the priviledges of a City, and 
being governed ( as at this day ) by its own Ma- 
giftrates, yet is it fince become a place but of 
very mean account 3 fubfifting only by agricul- 
ture and the fifhing trade. It did in former ages 
belong to the Earls of Holland, by whom it was 
given in Fee to the ancient Family of the Borfe- 
laers, but about the year 1558, it was at die 
requeft of the Citizens redeemed by Philip die 
fccond, and infeparably annex'd to the Province 

ot Zealand. 

On the Holla7id fide of Schowen, and towards 
the Wcftern point of Overflackee, ftands Bom- 
menee, formerly a little dirty Village, but by 
reafon of its fituation encompafe'd with an Ear- 
then Rampart and other fortifications in the firft 
War with Spain 3 fo that it is now accounted 
impregnable by Land, the Sea at high water fo 
filling its Ditch and Channel, which cuts thro 
a good part of the Fortrefs it felf on the other 
fide, that it is at fuch times capable of making 
the ftrongeft refinance, and may alfo be eaiiiy 
aflifted and relieved by Shipping. 

The next Ifland beyond the Eaftern Scheli 
is Dziveland, divided by a Channel of no great 
bredcii, from Schowen, and taking its name from 

the great number of Doves or Pigeons bred in 
it. It is not above four Dutch miles in compaft, 
having no Town in it, but confifting wholly 
of Gentlemens Seats and Country Farms. The 
Spaniards bold and fuccefsful attcmt in wadingbi- 
thcrat low water from Filifland ( or Philipfidnd) 
is worthy to be commemorated 3 but a full and 
exact account of it requiring a greater fpace then 
can be allow'd in this Work, we refer the Rea- 
der to the eighth Book of Stradds firft Decad 
and Bentivcglios firft part and ninth Book of the 
Wars of Zealand. The Citizens of Zbickzp fom $ 
years ago purchase! the better p^rt o(J)ttvehnd 

(which they call deVier Bannen, that is, the four 

Courts of Judicature, whereunto belong as many 

Villages, -vi^. Niewkerke, OudeJkfrcJk. , Vianen, and 
Cappelle ) and have fince by intcrpofidon of a 
large Bank join'd both the Iflands together. 
The Ifland of Tolen lies towards Brabant, aptn 
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hole of it may contend with the foil of the 
foresaid Wand both for pleafant fituation and 

^ThT Town of Tolen ( which no doubt gave 
me to the Ifland ) was fo call'd from the Dutch 
word Tol 5 it having been the Seat of one of 
t] c Earls of Zealand's chief Cuftom-Houfes. 
It is a place of good antiquity, and has been of 
lace years very well fortified, as alfo has the Ifland 
jc felf being made capable of refitting a power- 
ful enemy. The Town is govcrn'd by two Con- 
fab eight Scabins, with a Baylifr, Syndic, and 



Secretary. 

The fourth and laft Ifland pke'd by Dutch 
Geographers beyond the Eaftern Scheld is that 
G L Orefand, call'd by fome Moerfand, and lying 
between Scbowen and Nortbbeveland , but far 
neareft to the latter. It is but of fmall extent, 
and of lefs note among the members of this, 
then even Wolfersdyck. among thofe of the other 
Diftrict or Divifion of Zealand. The Arms of 
this Province are Or, a Lion Gules, rifing out 
of a Sea Wavy Argent and Azure. 
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HE Lordfhip of Utrecht 
is bounded on the Weft 
and North by the Pro- 
vince of Holland \ and 
a fmall part of the Zuy~ 

der-Zee^nd on the Eaft 

and South by the fame 
Province and Geldre. 
The goodnefs and fe- 
cundity of its foil is 
very great, which being elevated above the level 
of the flat and moorifh Country of Holla?id, is 
much fitter for agriculture; and for the fame 
reafon is its air more healthy, upon account 
whereof many people forfaking the low and 
maritime pares of the neighbouring Provinces 
come and feat themfdves in this 5 which is alfo 
repkninVd with pkafant Gardens and Orchards, 
tho in fome places the Land is heathy and bar- 
ren, which is efpecially found between the Me- 
tropolis and Amersfort, and where this Territory 
terminates ^ upon Geldre. In what manner this 
people (who were converted to Chriftianity by 
the Englijh, and continued in fubjection to their 
proper Bilhops for the fpace of nine hundred years) 
came under the Dominion of Auftria and Spain, 
is already difcours'd in the firft and general ac- 
count of all thefe Prouinces 5 and of its having 
been one of the Countries which at flrft enter'd 
into a confederacy againft Spain, the name of 
the League it felf, which is call'd the Union of 
Utrecht, is a fufficient Remembrancer. 

The fupreme Council, or A(femblv of Eftates 
conhfts here of three members, wt.' the Depu- 
ties of the Nobles 3 of the Metropolis, and four 

™S a° W A S V and 1 < J f che Cler §^ For we muft 
undcrftand, that altho not only the Roman Reli- 
gion but Epifcopacy it felf has been long fince 
banifh d out of this as well as the other Pro- 
vinces, vet thofe Colleges of Canons, bv which 
under their Bifhops one of their three Provin- 

£i >? Was ?° n ftiptcd, have not been dif- 
foiv d, but remain ftill entire ( that is as far as 



their Societies were former! v concern'd in fecu- 
lar affairs ) under the adminiftration and govern- 
ment of their Provofts and Deans, the Canonries 
and Prebendaries having been difpos'd or* to 
perfons of the Reformed Profeflion, moft ot 
whom are Gentlemen of the Country. Thefe 
make five Chapters ( as Janfon informs us) ac- 
cording to the number of their Collegiate 
Churches , which are St. Martins ( the Dean 
whereof calls the other States together, propofes 
all matters to be debated, takes the votes, and 
concludes thereupon ) with thofe of our Holy 
Saviour, StMary, Si. Peter, and Sc. John, bv whom 
are ( or were till of late years ) chofsn eight 
Delegates, who in the name of the Clergy have 
Seffion among the States. Some years ago were 
was a hot and troublefom difpute rais'J con- 
cerning the continuation of thefe Canon ries and 
Prebendaries in Utrecht, which one would chink 
had undergone a fufficient Reformation, even 
in the judgment of the moft zealous precenacrs 
thereunto 5 who generally defire no more then 
that Ecclefiattical preferments be put into me 
hands of Laymen. But Gisbertus Foetius , an 
Academian, and divers turbulent and factious 
Preachers in the Town, were not fatisfied there- 
with 5 as poflibly thinking it more Evangelical 
to have the Income annex'd to their own rea- 
ctive Cures. Hereupon the States Provincial, 
and afterwards thofe of the whole Union, too* 
the matter into their own peculiar conlidezan*A 
and all things being duly weighed, gave it for the 
Canons 5 Voetius and his Complices, who 
perfifted in their pertinacious oppofition, b®&s 
banifh'd the City, tho fome of them were after- 
wards, upon their fubmiflion, pardon d and re* 
ftor'd. The fecond member of their fupfflf 
Magiftracy, is made bv the Nobles ( calW ^ c 
Ridderfchap ) who muft not only be of 
ous extraction as well as of the Eftabli& ed 
ligion, but muft be alfo poflcfs fc d of certain 
ticular Lordlhips, either defcended to diem ^ 
their own Progenitors, or come by 
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v ith HeirelTes of the hkc Quality, 
ember conhfts of certain perfons deputed by 
q- zv 0 f Utrecht , and the 4 imaller Cities of 

1 Amersfort, Wycke-de-T)uerftede y Rhenen and Mont- 
ft A convention of thefe States is held at 
the appointed feafons, and then thev deliberate 
about the grand and weighty affairs of the Pro- 
vince • but thefe after the manner of their 
nc'»hbours, have alfo their Deputies, who 
meet frequently 5 being twelve in number, viz? 
4 of die Elect for the Clergy, 4 of the Nobles, 
the 2 Confuls of the Metropolis, and 2 from 
the 4 fmaller Cities 5 one of which lait is always 
appointed by Amersfort : Wyc^de-Duerfiede, Rhe- 
nen and Montfort taking it by turns to nominate 
the other. To tiiefc are afllftant a Secretary 
and a diitinct Advocate for each Order, whereas 
but a few years ago, no more then one fingle 
Advocate in die name of the whole Province 
attenccu upon them. There have been fevc- 
ral alterations made in, or relating to, the Go- 
vernment of this Country fince the Union of 
the Provinces, as particularly an. 1^185 but 
more efpecially the other day 7/i%. an. i^74> 
upon refediiig the affairs of the whole Com- 
monwealth, to the almoft irreparable lofs and 
final mine whereof the Ultra jectins are accus'd 
by che reft of having too much contributed. 
It was in April the faid year ordaiaM and ena- 
cted by the Provincial States. 1. That the De- 
puties of the Clergy call'd the elected Counci- 
lors iiiall be chofen abfolutely (without any 
previous nomination thereunto) or continued 
from three years to three years by the Stadt- 
holder of the Province: and that thefe ftiall confift 
of 4 Nobles and as many Burgers, who muft 
be lull 25 years old , and make profeflion of 
the true Ch riftian Religion. 2. That the Stadt- 
holder (hall difpofe abfolutely of the Deanfhips 
^ hen vacant, and of fuch Canonfhips, as fhall 
become void in the fix States months ( as they 
term diem ) and no refignation or alienation 
ot them to be made without his confenr. 5. 
That the Stadtholder (hall nominate another in 
the place of any deceafed Lord, or add to the 
number of the Nobility -fuch as in refpect of 
years, Birth and Means fhall be found regularly 
qualify 'd. 4 The annual Magiftracy of the 
Towns mall be chofen by die Stadtholder out 
of a double qualify M number prefented to him 
by the Burgomafters, Efchevins and Common 
Council of the fame 5 but that none (hall con- 
tinue Burgomafter or Efchevin above 
together, nor be chofen again without one year 
intervening. 5. The Senat or Common Coun- 
cil ot the Towns ihall be continu'd , renew'd 
or fupply'd according to the pleafure of the 
Stadtholder; but with refpecc had to due quali- 
Jjcanons and priviledges of the faid Towns. 6. 
S 3at J he Scad ^holder (hall dec* abfolutely the 
^nenffs and head Officers of the Towns, and 
Marihalls of the four Quarters, as alfo che Se- 
cretary of tiie Province 5 and (hall have the dif- 
poiai of all Military charges , whether in or 
out of t he field. 7 . xhat the Deputies for the 
alterably of the Sates General, the Council of 
^ate, the Colledges of the Admiralty, and the 
Generality es- Chamber of Accounts, fhall be 
appointed in the fame mediod as formerly : but 
not to be commiffiond for above fix years 3 

T au cIcc:tion o( none to ftand whom the 
atadt holder, without giving any reafon for fo 
£ 01 ng, (hall pronounce unfit. - 8. The places of 
Arciident, Councilors i?c. fhall be fupply'd by 
nomination of the Stadtholder out of the triple 
number prefented to him by the States Fro- 
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9. The overplus of Ecclefiaftical Re- 
venues not aflign'd to any fpecial publick ufe 4 
and formerly difpos'd of by the States of the 
Province (hall be left to the djfpofal of the 
Stadtholder , who ihall appoint a receiver of 
the faid Revenue. 1 o. All differences between 
the Members of the Province, which cannot 
be composed between the faid Members them- 
felvcs, ihall be abfolutely decided and conclu- 
ded by the Sadtholder, and the Members at 
variance oblig'd to acquiefce in his fentence 
and decifion. This matter lias had a more full 
and particular account given of it , becaufe 
thereby is plainly evidenced, both that experi- 
ence is not always the Mi-trcfs of fools, but 
mav fome times teach the wikft politicians to 
mend what is a.nifs in the constitution of a 
Governments and alfo that a due liberty in a 
free people may be very confident with a larger 
power in a (ingle fupreme Governor, then our 
Low-Country friends (who have pavj ckanV for 
their late conviction) could formerly be brought 
to underftand. 

The VltrajeSiins are faid to be naturally cou- 
ragious and of a Warlike difpofition ; and fo 
indeed they appear to have been in former ages, 
but that their behaviour upon the late invahon 
of the French did prove them fuch will hardly 
be granted by the H^lla?iders. They are more- 
over reported co be affable and courteous 5 and 
likewife to be very induftrious , and to be en- 
dow'd with a vigour of mind beyond their 
neighbours : manv of them being Studious of 
eloquence and great lovers of Alufick. The 
publick exercife of Religion is much the fame 
here as in the other confederate Countries : only 
there are many Ron/an Catholicks , or at leait 
more that make open profeflion of that faith 
then in moft other places under the Union: but 
there are not many of the Auguftan confeffion, 
and the Arminians are not fuffer'd to preach 
publickly. Conringius tells us (fomewhat dif- 
ferent from the former Character) that the 
natural difpofition of the Ultra je ft ins is in a man- 
ner the (ame with that of the Hollanders 5 but 
that in their manners and cuftoms thev have 
taken much from the Germans and Geldrczs. 
Their Language (fays he) is the fame with tnc 
common Low- Dutch > y only it is more harfh and 
ungrateful to the ear , by reafon of a great 
number of Diphdiongs wherewith it abounds. 
They are generally contented with a tolerable 
fubfiftence, and are not fo greedy of gain as 
their neighbours of Holland', and thofe that are 
indifferent rich live plentifully after the German 
manner 3 nor come they much behind that fo- 
ciablc Nation in taking off" their cups. They 
are more juft and honelt in their dealing, becaufe 
not fo intent upon trading and, the confequwnce 
of it, profit, as thofe of Holland: and tho they 
were always of a turbulent and factious fpirir, 
yet cannot thev be faid to be truly valiant, ef- 
pecially of late years 5 die long peace and tran- 
quility which they have en joy 'd having render'd 
diem verv efTeminate. Tiiey are naturally of 
heavy dull parts , tho no quefhon but their 
apprehenfions are become more acute 5 and 
their very genious improv'd fince tiie lniututioa 
of an Univerfity (of wliich more anon) in 
their Capital City. But the common people 
muft be allow'd courteous and hofpi table 5 and 
there is in this Province fo great a number ot 
perfons of Noble and genteel both "traction 
and education, that its wholcfbme air being Hke- 
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would choofe to travel thorough the reft, 

fix his habitation in this. , . , 

This Province is divided into 4 Diftnas, which 
fi«m rhi-ir beine under 4- different Marihals are 



(or the upper 



Maer, 



fr 3 and 't Lant van Montfoort. 
in former Ages calTd An- 
tonfnTzvpcars (zsBlaeu will have it agreeable to 
the opinion of Adrianus Junius ) from the te- 



That this City was 



Writers 



the opinion 

ftimony of leve*^ ;» v . .... . 

the fame being confirm'd by the infcnptions ot 
divers Coins and other Monuments of anti- 
quity/ound long fincein this place. But whether 
it was built by, and denominated from, a Roman 
Senator , calt'd Antonius ( who is faid to have 
fled from the Tyranny of Nero, and to have 
feated himfelf here ) or Marcus Antonius, C *fars 
Legat at the time of his fubduing the Gauls 3 or 
whether it was lb calf d from having been rebuilt 
by Antoninus Pius s is (as he grants) not fo eafily de- 
termined. Yet is the antiquity and original of that 
name as pofitively denied brothers, who require 
that it fhould be (hewn in Tacitus as well as Co- 
Ionia, Bonna, Arenacum and cfpecially as well as 
the neighbouring Crinnes and Batavodurum 5 and 
alledge that whereas the place it felf was within 
the German Territory, it cannot be fuppos'd in 
thofe early Ages of their Empire to have had 
a name impos'd upon it by the Romans. Nor 
is the contention lefs among writers about the mo- 
dern appellation of this City which is not doubt- 
ed by the Learned Junius to have been fram'd at 
firft by the ignorant vulgar out of V. TRIC. 
LEG. STAT, that is quint* tricefim* Legionis 
Stativa : and for confirmation of this his opinion, 
he brings the conjecture of another antiquary 
concerning the name of Canftadt, in Swevia^ 
concluded by him to owe its birth and origine 
to the like infeription, -viz* LEG. ANT. STAT. 

that is, Legionis Antoninian* Stativa. Never- 
thelefs the molt eafy and probable derivation 
of the word feems to be from Tricht or Trecht, 
( in Latin Trajeftum ) found for the like reafon 
in the names of Dordrecht and Maftricht 5 the 
latter of which is calfd Traje&um ad Mofam, 
to diftinguifti it from this Town, which is term'd 
in Latin TrajeZlum ad Rhenum, and may very 
well be fuppos'd to have had that name given 
it when taken from the Wiltij or Wilt* by Dagobert 
the Son of Clotharhcs King of the Franks ,by whom 
it was enlarged and better fortify 'd , and made 
the chief place hereabout for paying toll and 
wafting Paflengers over the Rhine. As for the 
firft part of the word it may probably have 
come from the fame Wilt* , from whom the 
Town it felf had before been calfd Wilteburg 
and Vultaburch 5 ( as good Authors inform us, 
though Junius will have Vultaburg to have flood 
two miles higher upon the Rhine ) for I think 
he that will not judge VltrajeEium from Vultarum 
Trajefius to be an cafy and natural derivation, 
will feldom meet with fatisfaction in things 
of this nature. As for Conringius? deriving 
'Utrecht from Autrecht, that is the old ferry , it 
feems to be precarioufly done , and to have no 
foundation in Hiftory 5 for this City was originally 
term d in latm only Trajecium and Vltrajeclum, and 
atterwards 5 to diftinguilh it (as has been faid) from 
Maeftrtcht, Trajeftum adRhenum and infer ius, but 

appears in no Age to have been call'd Fetus Tra- 
jeHum 5 and if it had ever been term'd fo, then cer- 
tainly we fhould have fome account given of a 

Novum Trajeaum upon the Rhine, which might 
be fuppos'd to have for diftindtion fake occafi- 
on d the applying the term Vetus to the other. 



Vtrecht is feated fix Horary miles from Am 
fterdam , Handing upon the old Channel of the 
Rhine , by which all the ftreams and Rivulets 
that can be drawn thither by the induftrious in. 
habitants pa(s downward toWoerden zndlevden 
and ftill retain the name of that famous River* 
whofe courfe was many Ages fince wholly di- 
verted into the Leek- Mr. Ray tells us that about 
1 8 years ago it was environed with a thick and 
high wall , and a deep trench 5 but the French 
Journalift fays that when the French King made 
it a vifit ( for he and they were good friends 
before ever they few one another) in the 
year 1^72 its fir ength con lifted more in the 
number of the inhabitants ( whom he i s 
pleas'd to term fcditious and inconftant ) 
then the goodne(s of its fortifications, which 
were made up only of a pretty broad but {hal- 
low Ditch , and a Rampart at that time very 
much out of repair. It is certain that what 
ever the fortifications of this City had been 
they were then very ruinous, nor would the in- 
habitants eonfent to the raifing of better, either 
( as we are credibly informed ) for fear of fpoyl- 
ing their neat Gardens and Walks, or ( which 
feems more probable from their (hutting out 
the Prince of Orange with his Army, and refu- 
fing to admit above two Regiments into the 
City, a ftrength no way fufficient to defend the 
(ame) leaft they fhould be hinder'd from ma- 
king good the bargain, which thofe of Holland 
confidently affirm to have been ftruck between 
them and the French King upon his taking of 
Arnheim. This bafc and treacherous Cowardize 
found in mod places of thefe Countries at that 
time the French Journalift ftiles the peculiar blefi 
fing of Heaven upon their King , to make him e- 
qually both fear d and laud where ever he goes &c. and 
the infpiringof the people with as ftrong inclinations, 
and as much lave towards his Majefty as was to be 
found in the hearts of his mqft loyal and French }ub- 

jeSls. But notwithftanding the hafte which this 
City made in fubmitting its neck to the French 
yoak long before it could be fummond, andfo 
doing the Enemy an extraordinary kindnefs by 
cutting off that mutual relief and affiftance which 
might have paft between Holland and moft of 
the other Provinces, we do not find that the 
Ziltrajefiins far'd fo much better then their neigh- 
bours as to have reafon to commend the French 
civility , no le(s a fumm then a million 6fo 
thoufand Gilders (that is above 160 rhoufand 
pounds fterling) having been exacted of them 
in the way of contributions between June i^7 2 
and November i6j%$ befides 200 thoufand Rix- 
dollars requir d by the French as a Viaticum at 
the time of their departure ( which happen d 
in the laft month and year ) tho they were in 
great courtefv pleas'd to remit fome 50 thou- 
fand Gilders of the mony. In fhort , Vtrecbt 
is faid by the Dutch to have been the Center 
from whence ifTu'd moft of the French . c ^ ud / ies 
and barbarous devaftations, and which 1 tney 
made the grand ftorehoufe of all their pillage, 
no lefe then 14 days being employed at tneir 
going off in carrying away the Artillery an 
Ammunition, and incredible quantity of P lun j 
der'd goods, which had been gatherd from au 
parts of their fhort-hVd Conquefts and laid up 
here. For the forefaid reafons it was that 
fently after the French were in poffeflion or tni> 
City, they fet about mending its fortificanons, 
and by the beginning of 73 had all ^J^L, 
of wood and ftone prepar d, feveral Houtes 0 - 
ing thrown down in order to the buildi^S < 

Cittadel, which was defign d to ftand near^ 
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whereof 



« the olat of the Caftle Vreedenburgh ( built 

ff£lsxbc Fifth ), and the firlt ftone whereof 
%f£lV after laid by the Duke of Z™. 
£ whereon were hewn the Arms of the 
Jriaiphancieir&saconccimcor other (O happy 
5 ' rrh ) to be dug up, and with admiration 
Ktcd upon by late pofterity. Nay poflibly 
r mav many hundred years hence afford a 
1 ckv hint to fome inquifitive Antiquary, am us'd 
W puzzl'd in limiting the progrefs of his victo- 
rious Vms. I,curreper Alpes, <?c. the anticipated 
nf afure of fuch a glory, tho but inprofpe<5t, mutt 
ercainlv be fo great, as to make not only the 
ares and toil of the mod expenfive war, but the 
ruin and mifery brought thereby upon theChri- 
ftian world wholly difregarded. This fliort di- 
crreffion mav be excused, becaufe the City of 
l trecht (to a more particulars . 
vre fball now proceed ) prov d in erTeet, as is 
{hewn more largely in the General Defcnption 
of the United Netherlands, the ne plus ultra to the 
French Conquefts. 

The ftreets and buildings of this City fall inort 
in beauty and cleanlinefs of many places in Hol- 
lands and feem therein rather to refemble our 
ordinary Englifr Towns 5 tho Blaeu gives their 
Houfes the appellation of neat and elegant, and 
the French Journalist fays they are ftately and 
colli}', cfpecially in the heart of the City. Their 
Cellars alio , and underground Buildings, are 
much commended by Blaeu for their curious 
workmanlhip $ and as he tells us, their Churches 
are magnificent ftrudfcures, efpecially thofe five 
abovemention d, which in former ages belong'd 
to the Seats and Habitations of fo many Colleges 
of Canons 5 among which that of the bleued Vir- 
gin is a very neat and beautiful piece of Building, 
hid to have been founded by the Emperor Fre- 
deric, firnam'd AJjenobarbus, by the way or peni- 
tential fatisfaction, impos'd by the Pope for liis 
having deitroy'd the Churches of Milan, toge- 
ther with the other Buildings of that fplendid 
Cicv- The Dutch writers inrbrm us of a won- 
derful thing, and little left then miraculous as 
they account it, obferv'd at the building of this 
Church, which was that a Vorago, or Swallow, 
found in the fpot of ground upon which it was 
to itand, could by no other means be fill'd up 
and make way for the laying of a folid founda- 
tion but by catting a great number of Ox-hydes 
into it 5 of which thing thefe two Verfes remain 
among them as an authentic Record : 

Accipe pofteritas quod poft tua facula narres 3 
Taurinis Cutibus fundo folidata Columna eft. 

But that of St. Martin, which was formerly the 
Bifhops Cathedral, and where Charles the Fifth 
held a folemn Convention of the Order of the 
Golden Fleece an. 1536, excels all the reft, tho 
1C was at firft but a mean and narrow ftructure, 
and for that reafon pulTd down, and much en- 
tefgel in the rebuilding by Adelbold, Bifhop of 
^Sees the Emperor Henry the Second, and 
?° fewer then twelve Prelates being reported to 
have been prcfenc at the Dedication of the fame, 
about the year 1025. This Church, which they 
c ali d the Domo, and was adonvd with a Tower, 
decoded by four hundred and fixtv fteps ( from 
r he top whereof was a fair profpect had of the City 

Country round about it ) lies, I fuppofe, at 
tnis day in its ruins, having been aimoit entirely 
beaten down by that dreadful Temped which 
jHPpen'd in Auguft 1 £74, and fell with greateft 
Iur >' upon this Ckv, altho Holland and Flanders, 

fome parts q{ France and Germany, were not 

Netherlands. 



Thr.-j 



wholly exempt from the effects of its rage, 
flood in the ages which preceded the Revolt from 
Spain, in and near unto this Citv f_veral Ach and 
ample Monafteries and Religious Houfes, fuch 
as were thofe two belonging to the Knights of 
Malta and the Teutonic Order 5 whereunto ap- 
pertained large pofTeftions in divers of die Bel- 
gic Provinces : the Monaftery of St. Paul, po?- 
fefs'd by the Order of the Benedictins 5 two Nun- 
neries, of the Order of St. Bernard and the Pr*mcn- 
monftratenfes 5 befides three other Religious Houfes 
juft without the City, founded for" Women of 
Quality, or at Ieaft fuch as were defcended from 
Citizens of the better rank 3 and another like- 
wife for Females, (landing in a very pleafant 
Grove, and call'd '/ Vrouvcen- Kkzjler 5 wnich hil 
was of the Order of St.BenedL% as was alio that 
large neighbouring Monaftery for the other Sex, 
dedicated to St. Lawrence, v?h er ein the Monks were 
judg'd by the world to live fo feverea life, that 
it was ufually call'd by no other name then the 
Benediciins Prifon $ tho its proper denomination 
was Ooftbroech. The Monaftery of the Order 
of St. Bruno, or the Carthufians, feared about a 
quarter of a mile from Utrecht, upon the way 
to Amfterdam, is dcfervedly celebrated for its 
great charity, and daily distribution of Alms. 
But to return to the City it (elf 5 the fmall Rivu- 
lets, which run thorow divers of the ftreets, do 
not a little contribute to the beauty of the place 3 

die out-parts whereof are much advantaged by 
the many interfpers'd Channels wherewith they 

are divided $ the Suburbs being large and con- 
venient, with many pleafant Houfes which lye 
fcatter d about 5 beyond winch the Country 
confifts of rich Meadows and Paiture-grcunds 
( ftock'd with abundance of all forts ot Carrel) as 
far as one can fee every way. This City is moreover 
fo feated in the heart of thefe Countries, that it lies 
within a days journey on foot of at leaft fifty 
(fome fay fifty -nine) Wali'd Towns 5 twenty- 
fix of which ftand at fo fmall diftance from it, 



that a man fetting out in the morning, and 
walking a very eafie pace may dine at any or 
them, and in good time return home tofupper. 
It is divided length wife by two Channels, one 
of which is call'd de Vaert, and the other ( cut by 
the Clergy and Nobility ) de nieuwe Gracbt 5 this 
latter being on each fide befet with handfom-or as 
Janfon favs,fplendid rows of build ingjboth of them 
made paflable by thirty-five arch'd Bridges, built 
of Brick. It has ( as Blaeu informs us) four 
Gates, each of which opens into its proper Sub- 



urbs, among which thofe of the Waert, were in 
his time wall'd about, tho but weakly 5 but his 




with a large earthen Rampart, and a broja ana 




Cowardice, was re 




made fo, without a much longer fpace or time, 
then the nimble motions ot that dancm S Na- 
non would allow them. . 

A good publick School was inftituted m the 

City Sf Utrecht by David of Burgundy Bi&op 

and Prince of the Country , about the year 
Zs9, but in the year 1*34 the Magiito« £ 
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SSl ^« cSiSS the feat of an Vanes , a£ jg* f -wards tfj 

r^rfnns contending earneftly Earls of Holland, >et did they at one ^ C 



at 



tVsCitv- after tedious debates had among the 
x- ww^«J Eftates concerning the teat 
Unwerfitv r fome perfons contending earndtiy 
for Amersfort ) refolv'd upon the eredhon of one 
their own proper charge, which was accord- 
ingly effected bv them , and afterwards con- 
firm a bv the fupreme Authority of the Pro- 
vince 5 the Inauguration of the fame being ce- 
lebrated upon the 2.6 of March an. 1636. Here- 
in this Univcrficv (if we may fo term it, altho 
bv fome Writers it is reckoned only among the 
SchoU Illuftres ) differs from all, or at leaf! moil 
others in the World, that the power of the Aca- 
demical Governor and Officers is in a manner 
none at all, both the Profeffors and Students 
being fubjecl to the ordinary Magiftrates of the 
Town by whom cognizance is taken of all 
crimes, and puni/hments inflicted upon Offen- 
ders. The hour and fubjects of their Lectures 
are printed for the information of Auditors eve- 
ry half year by the feveral Prcfeffors, fome of 
whom have deferred very well of the Learned 
World , particularly Isbrandus de Diemerbroeck. 
by his Anatome Corporis Humani published here 
an. 1672, where he had then with great reputa- 
tion been Profeilbr of Phyfick and Anatomy be- 
yond the fpace of 20 years, that is from the year 
1650. The Library here has more printed 
Books, tho fewer Manufcripts, than that of the 
much elder Univerfity of Ley den. In this City 
was born ( of mean Parentage ) Adria?i the fixth, 
the Jail of the tranfalpine Popes , who refused 
to change his name, after the manner of his Pra> 
deceifors, when lie afcended to that high digni- 
ty. He had his education at Lcuvain , from 
whence he was taken to be Tutor to Charles the 
firth, who fent him upon an Embafiy into Spain, 
and by whofe power and intereft as well as his own 
merits he was advane'd Evil to the Bifhopric ofTor- 
tofa in Valentza, then to the eminency of "Cardinal, 
and at length to the Pontificial Chair it fel£ 
wherein he fate but 20 months and is (aid to 
have only this Epitaph plac'd upon his Tomb: 

Hadrian us VI. hie fa us eft, qui nihil fibi infelicius 
invito, duy.it quam quid imperaret. 

of this City for feveral 
was its being the feat of one of the mod 
ancient and mo ft powerful Biihops in the Chri- 
fhan World , his jurifdiction having formerly 
been fo far extended on all fides, that what has 
of latter years been denominated the Lordrhip 
or Province of Utrecht, was but an inconfidera- 
blc portion of his Territorv. Nay fo large fome 
fav were even the bounds of that principality 
which Vagcbert King of the Francks conferred up- 
on St. Willebrord , an Anglo-Saxon, and fir ft Bi- 
fhop of the See, eonfecrated at Rome bv Pope 
S ergius, and thereupon afluming to himfelf the 
name of Clement. He dyed, as we are informed 
by tnc yenerabie Bede in the year 6 3 6 5 to whom 
fucceeaed St. Bonijace, in whofe time as well as 
under his Prxdecctfbr, tlic whole Countrv fiW 
rife d exceedingly , and the Citv retained the 
r v , °* £ a Ep&opal feat 5 which upon 
Bonijace s tuffenng Martyrdom ( the whole Ter- 
ritory Deing alfo miferably harrafc'd bv the 
barbarous Germans) was by the remaining Cler- 
gy rcmov d to Colen in Germany. But it was 
not long ere Utrecht recovered its former fplcn- 

^ U A. tllC E P^°P al Power and dignity by 
the favour of Pepin and his Son Charles the 
great, being not only reftor'd to their original 
ftate and condition , but ftrengthen d wkh a 
temporal mxi£ii&km , fo far extended that it 



ceeding Ages fuffer'd much from the Frh^ 



Ages 



The greater! 



dignit\ 



other recover 

at leaft fo 



i ' « " 1C7 at on e tin- 7 
the beft part of their l 0 ff?\S 

far make good their ^d°} 
gainft all enemies as to continue a Princin I 
of very good account even down to the 
of Charles the Fifth 3 of its devolution to 
bv the refignation of Bifhop Henry of p 0m> 

* • ' ! ^ S ^ L DCITJCLY74 

an account is given in the General Di[ cou r 
concerning all the Seventeen Provinces. *" 
The Government of the City of Utrecht 
cording to the regulation of 161 8 (which hor fi~ 
it has been alter 'd,as well as their fubjoy nd A f nH ^ 
of 165 1, by the Reftauration and Eftablifcmcntof 
their diffracted affairs in the year 1674 mav b 
gathered from the general account already %J 
of the Province it felf ) was to be nwnaVy bv 
a ftanding Senate or Vroetfchap of fortr perfons 
out of whom fhould be chofen two Confuls, two 
Treafurers, eight Captains or Commanders *of 
their City Mihce, and generally ( for fomctimes 
thefe were taken out of the body of the Citizens) 
twelve Scabins 5 there being added to all thefe 
a Schout, chofen for the moft part out of die 
prime Nobility, whom they call alfo the Prater 
and whofe Office is of the greateft dignity. The 
Confuls were to keep in ufually for two rears 
and thefe as well as the Scabins and Common 
Council men ( when any of their body hap- 
pened to dye) were appointed by the Stadthol- 
der out of a double number prefented to him 5 
but the Treafurers ( one of whom receives the 
City income, and the other takes care of all 
publick Buildings ) and the Captains of their 
I rained Bands were elected by their Common 
Council ( which as Conringius relates met every 
Munday, and oftner if occafion requir d to de- 
liberate about the public affairs of the City) 
without the intervention of the Stadtholdcr. 

The Model of Government, contriv'd upon 
the laying afide of the Scadcholderihip in the 
year 1^51, was in fubftance (as may be col- 
lected from Aitznia and Conringius ) to this effect: 
1. One of the two Confuls (hall go out of Office 
every year, and another (hall be chofen in his 
ftead by the majority of votes in the Common 
Council. 2. For the choice of Common Coun- 
cil men, into fuch places as jfhall happen to be 
vacant, the prefent members of the faid Com- 
mon Council lhali divide themfelves into four 
parts, and the members of each divifion lhall 
by molt voices, taken in clofe papers (as they 
call them ) nominate one fingle perfon, whofe 
name fhall be fet down by the Secretary 5 and 
then out of the four perfons fo nominated, choice 
fhall be made by the whole body of the Com- 
mon Council 5 and upon an equality of votes 
either in this laft , or any of the preceding 
elections , the matter fhall be determined by 
loc. 3. The Conful or ruling Burgorru- 
fter, who has been in that Office for the two 
preceding years, may not be chofen again for 
the year immediately following 5 and when an? 
Burgomafter happens to dve, the Cotnt^o^ 
Council fhall proceed within three weeks to the 
chufing of another in his place. 4. There fhall 
be chofen yearly, as heretofore, twelve Scabins, 
but fuch as have been at the time of election 
continued in Office for three years, may not b 
immediately nominated again. The Prartor, 
who muft be a perfon of eminent Quaiit} 
chofen by the Magiftracy of the City , t 
make Oath to the Provincial Effaces, from «om 
he fhall alfo receive his instructions. He * f 
prefide in the Courts of Juftice, and over ^ 
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Scabins, to the Convention of whom there may 
feveral fupernumerary perfons, call'd Buyten- 
Scbepens, be added according as it fhall be judg'd 
requiiite by the Common Council. 

Amersfort , in Latin Amersfortia , and Amis fur- 
turn, ftands about three leagues from Utrecht, 
upon the little River Eems, augmented juft un- 
der the vail of this Town, with divers fmall 
ffreams which come from feveral parts of the 
neighbouring Country, and which it conveys 
afterwards in its own Channel to the Zuyder-Zee. 
It had its name no doubt from the fame River, 
and fome kind of fortification built in former 
A<r C s upon it, notwithstanding the defcants made 
upon amor and fortis , as if the denomination 
were taken from the great love and concord 
wherein the Citizens are faid to have been all- 
Tvays happily united. They are indeed com- 
mended by Writers for many vermes and good 
qualities 5 but it may be accounted their _ 
eft glory that their City was in ancient times the 
ufu3 refuge of the Bifhops of Utrecht 5 who be- 
ing frequently expell'd the Metropolis by the 
fsditious inhabitants, were forced to feek fhelter 
in other parts of their Diocefs, and efpecially 
among their fubjects of Amersfort, by wh 
they were not only honourably entcrtain'd, but 
oftentimes rcftor'd to their ancient Scat and Dig- 
nicy 3 as is particularly recorded of Ajfuerus of 
Culenhurg an?z. 1436, Diepholdius a?in. 1448, and 
Henry or Bavaria, whom tf?z. 1 q 2 8 they conducted 
tQ2xA refetl'd in the City of Utrecht with an arm'd 
force. It is an ancient Town, mention being made 
of it in the Annals of the Countrv about the vcar 
1006 



rcat- 



CT 



3 but its original fmallnefs appears by the 
narrow compafs of its old Walls and Ditches, 
which lye far within the new, whereby fo large 
a fpace of ground was taken in on all fides, that 
a man can now hardly walk round it in three 
quarters of an hour. It is a place of no great 
(trength, nor indeed does the nature of its fitua- 
non , render'd particularly incommodious by 
an adjoining Hill, permit it to be eafily made 
fuch 3 but it is well inhabited, and formerly dro'v 
a good trade among its neighbours round about 
mz'n the great quantities of Beer brew'd in it. 
At prefent the Citizens fubfih: chiefly by fecdin 
ot Cattel and by Agriculture, the Country to 
the Eait and South of Amersfort confifting of large 
neids of Corn, as it does to the North ( to the 
Vvcirsvard of it is nothing but Hills, Woods, 
and barren Heaths) of very good pafture grounds 5 
and for thefe reafons fome Troops of Hoife 
nave ufually their Winter Quarters afiign'd them 
^ tnis Town. Their Buiiumgs both public and 
^L 1Vate ( an ?ongthe firrt of which are two Cliur- 
^nes, one whereof is in Jirrerently large and itate- 
v J are neat and handfom enough, efpeciallv 
tll0<c of the old Town h for tliofe of the new 
retain ftill too much of the Country, whereunto 
tney were nearly allv'd when thev made oniv 
tne Suburbs of the old. Tiie feveral Hofpitals 
? r R ,^' n S s ^ or pious ufes in Amersfort are faid 
■ Blaeu hardly to give place to thofeof the fame 
^ature even in the principal Cities of the Lojt- 
^ m ' l€s 5 i^s public School being hkewife corn- 
ended by him, who commemorates divers 
Prions of worth and learning that had their 
L lrt ^ ^pd firft education here. This Town 
n ?' d muc ^ in all Ages from the Geldri- 
A Sy a 5P ar *- 1 543 it was taken bv Martin of Rof- 
f t lm : General ot the Duke of Cleve, by whom 
A fitted not long after, according to the 
Ucics of Peace concluded at Venlo between 



that Prince and the Emperor Charles 
An. 1629 it was, after a fie 



of fome 



the Fifth. 
: time, fur- 



render'd to Moduli, who to divert the Prince 
ot Orange from the Si^Bois-le-Duc, had viA 
the ■ Spamjh and Imperial Armies fa!i'„ into 
GelJre and drove funoufly thorow the VeUw 

e eonteoerates, he found himfcif obl^'d 
ike as holly a return. Not long after the 



ill 



as to require a particular and 



unU 



T"^ »"J 



bv th 
to ma 

the States General gave order for puttmg Amers- 
fort m a better pofiure of defence bv the addi- 
tion of feveral Works without the Walls, and 
beyond its former fortifications. The Govern- 
ment of Amersfort, and the other remaining Towns 
ot this Province, has nothing i n i t f Q dj :> 

fenng from that of Utrecht and other Ci 
thefe Countries, 
diftinct account. 

. Wyckde Duerftede ( in Latin Bat a? -c durum 
in later ages Duroftatum and Durcftadium ) frauds 
juft m the place where the middle branch of 
the Rhine forfakes its ancient Channel, and con- 
veys its waters into the Leek, I- is diilant from 
Czdenburg one League, and from Utrecht three s 
and is certainl}' a Town of very great antiquitv 
for we meet with it in the fifth Book of Tacitus I 
Hift. where he fays, that a body of Germans, af- 
terwards call'd Fr^5,endeavour'd to breakdown 
the Bridg began to be built at Batavodurum. 
It was in fuccceding ages wholly ruind bv the 
Normans, and were it not for the commodiouf- 
nefs of its fituation had probably funk down 
into the number of the meanefi Villages or Ham- 
lets 5 whereas it continues to this day to be a 
pretty, neat, and indifferent rich Town. It was 
in former times us'd as a place of recefs by the 
Bifhops of Utrecht, who were wont to retire 
hither as often as they could conveniently with- 
draw themfelves from the toil of bufinefs 
importunity of addrefies. 

Rhenen ltands upon the middle Channel of 
the Rhine, above Wyck: de- Duerftede, from whence 
it is diftant two leagues, and from Utrecht five, 
tho very large ones. It is no doubt a very 
ancient place, being taken by good Authors to 
be the Grinnes in Tacitus 5 lor which word, in 
the opinion or Adrianus Junius, we ought to read 
Rhenes. Between Rhe?ie?z and Utrecht the Coun- 
try confifts in the main of large and open fields, 
many parts of which afford in abundance that 
fulphureous and combuitible Earth, whereof 
moft of thefe Provinces make the greateft part 
of their fuel 5 by the traffic of which commo- 
dity the Village of Veenendale, Handing about a 
league from Rhenen, and ajmcft meerly upon 
the account of the adjoining Tur£pits, begun 
to be built not above twenty-five years before 
the time of Guicciardins writing ( tho Blaeu trzn- 
feribing Guicciardins very words, makes it^ no 
longer before his own time) has had a conltanc 
and very confiderable encreafe in Buildings and 

Riches. 

Montfort is the fourth and laft of the lener 
voting Towns in this Province, and ltands upon 
or very near unto the Jjfel, being about a league 
diftant from Woerden, Oudexrater, and Jjjelftein. 
We have little to add concerning this place, but 
that Guicciardin tells us, that it is a neat i own, 
and tolerablv well fortified - y that it is fuppos ci 
to have been built by Godfry Bifhop of Utrecht, 
as a frontier Fortrefc againit the ineurfions ot 
the Hollanders 3 and Iaftly, that Lambertus Hor- 
tenftus, a learned man and writer of good fame, 
was born here. 



203 



Wyck de 
Duerftede 



R 



t 



Montfort. 



Ecc 2 



- THE 



N 



T H E B. L A 




D S. 




H E 










O F 







in 



the origine of the 
matter of choice, 

datioii upon which to 



ONCERNING the 
Etymology of the word 

Brabant there is little of 
certainty, or indeed fair 
probability, to be met 
with in the bell Au- 
thors. Guicciardin runs 
over moft , if not all, 
the conjectures of pre- 
ceding writers concern- 
name ; but finding no 




nor any tolerable f bun- 
fix his judgment, he re- 
jects them all, or which is much die fame, gives 
his approbation of none of them, but leaves 
the thing to be determined by the Reader. 
Indeed the derivation of it from Brennus, that 



terror of the Remans ; or from 



the 



Citv Bra- 



bantia, that flood and was ruin'd no man can 
tell where and when 5 or from Salvia Brabo, 
whom fome Authors have married to a Niece 
of Julius C<efar ( who they fay was fo kind as to 
make this whole Country her Dowry, altho fhe 
was the reproach of himfelf and Family, as be- 
ing his Sifters Baftard) are fo apparently ground- 
lefs, and have fo fabulous an afpect, that cre- 
dulity it felt can hardly think them probable. 
That this Country took its denomination from 
Gcdefridus Barbatus, who from his own firname 
is faid to have call'd the Principality, of which 
he was Lord, Brabantia ( or perhaps at firft Bar- 
bantia ) is confidently affirm'd by learned wri- 
ters, and might therefore be allowed tolerable 
credit, did not the name of this Province appear 
to be far more ancient then the time of that 
Earl 5 and therefore their opinion feems to chal- 
lenge approbation before others, who will have 
this Country at firft call'd Brachland, which word 
iignines a negle&ed and uncultivated foil, fuch sa 
is not only that of Hempen, but many other parts 
ot the Province. For the eftablilhing of this con- 

Jfx 1 ??/ 5 ,s *fwrabk,that in old writings the 
text lyllattfe of the name is Brack, not R r *h . rh* 
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Country being in them calPd Brachbantefia, and 
after Brachbantenfis^ and that the neighbour- 
hood of fo exceeding fertil a foyl as that of 
Flanders, might probably make this other more 
difefteem'd andundervalu'd 5 the ftenlity whereof, 
taking in the want of good husbandry(fbr the land 
of Brabant in general cannot be properly call'd 
poor or barren) could not but feem to be far 
greater then reallv it is, by the comparifon. It 
muft be confefs d that the name formerly was 
apply 'd to fo large a tract of ground that it 
iprehended not only fcveral parts of other 
neighbouring Countries , but a good V° tm * 
of ^Flanders it felf 5 and it may therefore be ob- 
jected that it could not be originally imposa 
upon a worfe, with animplicite diftinction from 
the foyl of another and better Provinces but tins 
objec tion may eafily be anfwer'd, it we conii- 
der that a very fm all part lias often times nap- 
pen'd to give denomination to a whole Country 
( as particularly the Ifle of France has to the whole 
bodv of that vaft Kingdom ) and that perhaps 
not all even of the prefent Brabant may at tint 
have been fignifv'd bv that name 5 upon tne 
Etymology whereof I fhall nevcrthelcfs 
no longer, but leave it as I find it among ^ 
bed Authors , a matter of confefs'd uncer- 
tainty, r 
Guicciardin informs us that the Dukedom 01 

Limburg, the Lordfhip of Valkenbwg d f 
ty of Da/em, and the Territory of Roue & v 
may be reckon d members of this Province* > 
being fubject to the jurifdiction of the uw\ 
eery of Brabant .5 and indeed it appear s rro^ 
feveral patfages in ancient annals, and otn ^ 
vidences of antiquity , that the bounas or ^ 
Dutchy were in former Ages much ratfj?? > a 
tended, and comprehended ( as is abovelai^ 
large part of the modern Flanders* and, as / 
are of opinion, the whole body oiHainault^ 
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the laft 5 or 6 Centuries 3 as alfo the great ex- upon Thames. 
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cs recorded to have been performed by that 
O pl cn ot only in moft Countries of Europe, but 
even in fcveral parts of Afia, and efpecially in 
the Holy Land, muft be underftood not ftriclly 
of the onlv inhabitants of the prefent Brabant, 
but taken Ifuppofe to fignify at that time thofe 
0 f divers other adjoining Territories 3 a thing 
ven - 0 bfervablc in all Ages , and particularly 
at this day in the names of Holland and Flan- 
fas, bv which two words are ordinarily deno- 
ted all the 1 7 Provinces of the Low Countries. 
Not but that the inhabitants of Brabant muft be 
acknowledged to have all ways been a brave and 
warlike people , tho accounted by many none 
of the wifefl, age and experience rather impai- 
ring then improving their un d crftand ings , if 
Erafmts fpoke truly and impartially , when he 
faid that Brabanti quo magis fenefcunt eo magis 

jiultefcunt. Whether the prefent Dutchy of 
Bmbant be, at leaft for the greateft part, the 
fame Country that ( as C<*far informs us ) was 
formerly inhabited by the Aduatici? and Ambi- 
uariti fhall not be difputed in this place 5 but as 
for its bounds and fituation it muft be obferv'd 
that it is watered by many fmall Rivulets, which 
fail well nigh all of them into the Demer, which 
River cutting the Province almoft in the mid- 
dle, and having towards the end of its courfe 
warer'd the City of Mechlin, empties it felf into 
rh Scbeld. By the fame Scheld and part of 
the principality of Aloft it is divided from Flan- 
den, as it is by the Mofe from Geldre and Hol- 
land - y being terminated on all other parts by the 
Biinoprick of Liege, and the Countries of Hai- 
nault and Namur- y and faid to contain about 80 
German miles in compafs, within which tract 
ot ground are reckon'd to be comprehended 
26 Towns ftronglv fortifv'd both bv art and 
nature, and 17 others which enjoy the fame 
priviiedges , and the ftrength whereof is not 

inconliderable, altho it confifts wholly in their 

fituation. 

Tiie Air of Brabant is temperate and healthy 
fail, and the Country confifts in the main of 
an even and fruitful foil , tho that part of it 
Men lies to the Northward, and is call'd 
fempenland (in latin Campinia and Campania, 



nnf nfrI ■ A great part of the hisrhwavs 

mi^f^r"! 1 ^ ° f H orfcs and Carts. 
Z Y A Tr C f Indofurcs as lye near the wavs 

*uL f n °t Cpt u in dlage ' Mwrallir produce 
either heath or broom: neither docs the foil 
much amend till you come within two miles 
of Antwerp which City is 30 Englijh miles di- 
ftant from the former. Here vou pafs by a de- 
licate mar/h or pafture ground, wjiich is defen- 
ded with a ftrong Bank againft the inundations 
ot the Scheldt in which Bank are feveral ffuces 
by means whereof, and divers Ditches cut in 
tne marfh it felf, the waters are let in whenever 
they have occafion for them 5 the fime beip^- 
with equal facility and convenience let out a^ 
gain at low tides. Of Kempenland no more 
needs be faid in this place, but befides that lar- 
ger portion of ground of more noted ficnlity, 
there are many other parts of Brabant ( parti- 
cularly that which lyes between Antwerp and 
the Territory of the Confederate States, and 
is ufually call'd contribution land) that are 
naturally as barren and as apt to heath as any 
part of the Country between Antwerp and Gaunt 5 
the foil whereof is obferv'd naturally to bear 
no other Corn then Rie , Oats, and French 
Wheat 5 and to afford nothing confidcrablc of 
good grafs, but (excepting the marfh-Iand, and 
fome fmall ftraps of Meadow by the water fide) 
to turn prcfently after it is laid down, to heath 
or broom. Neverthekfs this land which jfeems 
of fo inferior a nature that travellers ordinarily 
think it holds no proportion to the other, is 
moft proper for bearing of Flax , which is 
call'd the wealth of Flanders, and one acre 
whereof is reputed worth more then 4 or 5 of" 
the beft Corn even in that Country. After the Flax 




B ' as g°od Wheat and Barly a 
fafc-V u Ut m *dway between Bruges and Gaunt, 

P laccs are fome 24 Englijh miles afun- 

^kj, upinion, tne wnoie ooa.y — f - ceflC . - k^ r { ° l1 ^gjns to alter into worfej and 

fides feveral parcels of the other arcu^ c J H| ^ and Antwerp you meet with fuch 

Countries, fo _that the powerfhll afl^- J H| to r^^^^^ 



forded by the Brabant ins to feveral Princes * 
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is puli'd the fame ground produces a crop of 
Turnips, which may be better worth acre for 
acre, then the beft Corn in the Country 5 and 
in the April following they fow the fame foil 
with Oats, and upon them Clovcr-grafs feed, 
only harrowing it with bufhes 5 which grafs 
comes up after the Oats are mow'd, and yields 
a very great paliure till Chrittmafsj and (be- 
fides that it continues good without any reno- 
vation by new fczd for 4 or 5 years together) 
the year following is cut thrice, affording each 
time fuch a burthen, and fo good to feed all 
forts of cattel 3 that the beft meadows in the 
Country do not yield the like. The firft cut- 
ting of it is obkrved by one to be about the be- 
ginning of June, when the grafs is fome two 
foot high, the fecond at the end of the fame 
Month, and then it is about 20 inches Jong, 
and the laft before the end of Auguji, when ic 
is generally not above iS inches 111 lcngtli. 
The improvement alfo made of their heathy 
land, bv converting the fame into hop-grounds 
and Orchards, with large and beneficial nurfc- 
ries of Pear-trees, Apple-trees, Cherry, Cheftnuc 
and \Valnut-trces3 befides Oaks, Afnes and 
Elms, is of no fmall confideration 5 but to come 
a°-ain to thofe commodities which afford great- 
er profit, and make the quickeft return, upon 
the abovemention'd barren rode between Gaunt 
ftotod (equalling "in" length 39 ''or±o" Englijh and Antwerp every third or fourth field by the 
confifts of as choice § meadows, 4 and helds highwav tor 25 miles together, zs in tnt : proper 
ftt - ' fcafon ftock d with fuch excellent Flax as ordi- 

narily yielded about 30 years ago between 40 
and 50 pounds an acre. That winch keeps up 
the value of their Flax, and procures it a ready 
vent is the great quantitv of Linen made in theie 
Countries, moft of which was fome years ago 
fent to London 5 that which was not wKWghc 



^ich are fed upon it. The art and induftry 
° } L Brabantzns and F lemmings in improving 
Eaeir i a nd, nay in making ( as we are told ) 
S^tcr profit of the poorer then of the richer 
Parts of their Country, is very remarkable, and 
? a - v W£ H deferv 7 e to have fomewhac a particu- 
l ac punt "given of them here : and feeing 
. c l «c husbandry as well as foil is in many 
P 0Klts > a nd in divers places, of both Provinces 
ttuch the fame (tho Flanders in the main far 

\ cIlc othcr ) what ihall be fpoken upon 
? ls object: muft be deliver d with jovnt re- 
^on 1 to them both. It muft therefore be con- 
^rd that the richeft land in Flanders lyes be- 
CCn Dunlzirk and Bruges, which extent of 



is any in Europe. 



tta& C / C * ac which lyes with us by Sandy 
a FP e h at three miles diftance from Kingfion 

Netherlands. 



into Cloth finding a good weekly Market kept 
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then at a Village about midway between Gaunt 
Sltverp. Nay, as a reproach ofour own 
fupine floath and negligence, we are told by 
fome very well vers'd in fuch matters of trade, 
that not very long fince there was no lrfs then 
a hundred thoufand pounds worth of Max 
brought yearly into England from for reign 
Countries, a great part whereof was to fim 
London into Lancajhire, there to be converted 
intoCloath, and thence return d .to be : vended 
in London. Nor is the pront made of their tur- 
nips ineonfiderablc (as we are told ) in feveral 
the moft barren parts of thefe Countries % for 
as they fo w more of Flax in fuch places then of 
any other grain or Corn, fo after the Flax is 
pull'd firft turnip feed and then Rie is commit- 
ted to the foils and that portion of turnips 
which they do not fell they give to their cattel, 
beating the roots ( well waftYd ) and leaves to- 
gether and then boyling them in water. They 
are indeed obligd to ufe their kine to this fort 
of feeding from the very firft, but they affure us 
that the fame is eafily effected, and that with 
this management they do not only afford a vaft 
quantity of milk, but become very fat and fit 
tor the Market. But enough, and perhaps too 
much , upon this fubje6t, to which no more 
fhall be added here befides the confidcra- 
ble advantage made by the fale of their Clover- 
graft feed, and the Oyi which with the help of 
their Wind Mills they exprels out of the feeds 
of their Flax and turnips. 

Brabant with the Dutchy of Limburg and fe- 
veral Over-Maes Territories were added to the 
Earldom of Flanders by the marriage of Lewis 

of Malain , Son of Lewis of Never s^ Earl of 
Flanders, to Margaret, Daughter of John the 
third , Duke of Brabant $ which Margaret be- 
came true heirefs to the fame ( upon the death 
of her eldcft Sifter Joan , Wife of Wenceflaus , 
Son of the King of Bohemia, and firft Duke of 
Luxenburg , the faid Sifter leaving no iffue be- 
hind her) according to the exprefs privilcdge 
obtained from Philip the 2d, King of the Romans, 
whereby it was granted that in defect of iffue 
male the Dutchy of Brabant fhould defcend to 
the next females of the blood. The forcfaid 
Lewis and Margaret had but one Daughter , 
named likewife Margaret, which being the hei- 
refs of Brabant and Flanders, befides divers other 
Principalities, marry *d Philip the bold, Duke of 
Burgundy, Brother of Charles the fifth of France, 
by whom fhe had (among other Children ) John 
and Antony. To the latter of thefe , with the 
confent of his elder Brother John, the Father 
affign'd the Dutchy of Brabant as an inheritance, 
but with this condition, that if the faid Antony 
fhould happen to dye without lawful iffue, the 
Principality ihould thereupon return to' the 
Dutchy of Burgundy. This Atitony had two Sons, 
John and Philip, fucceffively Dukes of Brabant, 

l both of them extinct without iffue, after 
whofe death the States of the Countrv volun- 
tarily fubmitted themfelves to Philip^ firnam'd 
the Good, Duke of Burgundy, and Son of the 
ftrlt mention'd John-, and in this manner the 
Outchy of Brabant return'd to the houfe of 
Burgundy, from whence as is elfcwhere related 
it afterwards defcended together with feveral 
other Provinces and large Territories to the for- 
midable family of Auftria^ under which never- 
tnelefs it has not entirely continued, a confide- 
rabie portion of it partly by league and partly 
by force of Arms having been long fince uni- 
ted to the Confederate Provinces. The princi- 
pax places iopt off from Brabant and added 



Dutch Commonwealth,are Bergen-op-Zome Ste 
bergenfirave,Breda, Maeftricht, Eindhoven Helm?* 
and Bcis4e-duc, (commonly by us caH'dthcB, n 
with its ad joy ning Territory of Camfin, Peeled 
Maefland,andOofterwyck; Thefe 8 Citicswith thd' 
appurtenances are fo considerable that they W 
not -without fome appearance of rcafon de 
fir d to be admitted a diftincl: member of the 
Commonwealth, with power to fend their pro 
per Deputies to the affembly of the Staces Ge* 
ncral, and to have their own Treafurers 
raife Taxes among themfelves after 
ner of the feveral Provinces of the 
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all this was deni'd them by the fupreme authority 
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of the Commonwcalth,(undcr which they arc 2:0 
vern'd as fubjects without the League) for thefe 
reafons efpecially. 1 becaufc they were with a vafl- 
expenfe of blood and treafure extorted our of 
the hands of Spain^ and therefore mar ju{i; v 
be look'd upon and order'd as a conquer'd Ter- 
ritory 3 or as the Roma?is termed theirs, a Pro- 
vince of the Commonwealth. 2 they wcr 
able to pay their quota proportionable to the 
other members of the League , and therefore 
ought not to have a fliare in the fupreme pow- 
er to the fupport whereof they could not Effi- 
ciently contribute. 3 the augmcntarion of the 
number of voices in the Soveraign Senat would 
probably occafion more frequent difTcnfions, 
and more hot debates in the fame. 4ltfeem , d 
very equitable thatthofe Countries alone fhould 
be poffcfs'd of the fupreme power, which at firft 
engaged again ft 5>*/;z, and through a thoufand 
dangers and difficulties aflcrted the common 
liberty , and lay'd the foundations of die Rc- 
publick. 5 to make fuch an alteration in the 
frame of their government would not only re- 
proach them of levity, but might poffibly prove 
fatal to the fame 5 the evil confequences of fuch 
changes being ufually fooner felt then fcen in a 
Commonwealth. 

The States of Brabant^ confift of 1 the Eccle- 
fiaftics, who are the Abbots, and (as Guicciar- 
din informs us ) do not in rcallity rcprcfenc the 
Clergy of the Country, but appear and act: in 
their own behalf. 2 the Nobles of different de- 
grees, as Dukes, Marquifes <?c. 3 the D-puties 
of the chief Cities, who are generally fome of 
the Confuls and Scabins with their rc(pcc6 
Syndics : fo that the faid States do not appear to 
have any one thing fo peculiar in dieir ccnfii- 
tution as to require that a diftincl: and more par- 
ticular account fhould be given of them. 

The Brabantins are poffefs'd of exceeding 
large priviledges, even beyond thofe of the neigh- 
bouring Countries 5 for fome whereof they are 
indebted to the grace and favour of feveral Em- 
perors, and for others to the goodnefs and con- 
defcention of their proper Princes. The alter 
of them are to this effect, as we are inform a by 
Guicciardin and other good Writers. 1 accc £" 
ding to a grant made about the year *349pJ 
Charles the fourth, Emperor, to John the thx* 
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Duke of Brabant, neither the perfbn nor g 
of a Brabant in may in any part of the 

Empire, be ftop'd or fequefter'd, or in the ftru 
inftance (as the Lawyers term it) arretted an* 
detain d. 2 it is not lawful for the Duke of Bra- 
bant to make any new donation, or confer lan 
of inheritance upon Ecclefiaftical perfons, uitn- 
out the confent of that Quarter of the CoanGT 
( with the approbation of the Capital CW 
wherein fuch lands are feated. 3 The DcK or 
Prince may not condemn and pumft anv 
fon, cither Brabant in or other, but in theow 
nary way of juftice, and after a legal conn* 
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; firft publickly heard, and 
Idcd by his Advocate. 4. No ft ranger may 
ir admitted to public Offices 5 unlcfs according 
Tome particular exceptions relating to the 
rjnncery of Brabant. 5. The Subjects cither 
hv Sale or Tcftamcnt may difpofc of Eftates 
held in Fee without the confent and approba- 
tion of the Prince. They have alfo liberty to 
hunt, unlcfs within the precincts of the feven 
Roval Forrcfts. 6. The States of Brabant can- 
not be convened ( nor have they power to act 
in the name of the people if fo convent!) out 
ot their own Province 5 "which has been the main 
reafon that the General Aflcmbly of all the other 
States has been conftantly held within this Dut- 
chy. 7. If the Duke, forgetful of his Oath and 
Dutv, fhall infringe their priviledges, it is law- 
ful for the Brabantins, after folemn protection 
made againft his proceedings, to renounce all 
obedience to him,and provide for their own wel- 
fare and fecurity,either by proceeding to the Ele- 
ction o- another Prince, or in any other manner 
as ihall fcem mo ft expedient for them. 

The French Kings Title to the Dutchy of Bra- 
hunt, and fome other parts of the Spanijh Nether- 
lands ( the ground of the War between the two 
Crowns in the year 1667) was founded princi- 
pally upon his having married Therefa, the only 
farviving Iffue of Philip the Fourth of Spain by 
his frit marriage, whereupon was pretended a 
Jus Devoiutionis ( as they term it ) upon a Cufto- 
marv Law of this Province, w r herebv the Chil- 
dren ot the firft Venter go away with the whole 
Inheritance of the Father, all thofe of any after- 
Marriage, both male and Female, being exclu- 
ded. But this Claim, as the Spaniards alledg, is in- 
validated both by the folemn renunciation of the 
Queen her fclf, which was made by her with 
confent of the French King, as a Condition or 
Article of Marriage 5 as alfo becaufe there can no 
inftance be given of any fuch fucccllion in the 
Sovereignty of Braba?2t 5 and laftly, becaufe by 
the Edict of Charles the Fifth, confirmed in the 
tnoft folemn manner by the States of Brabant 
and the other Provinces of the Netherlands, thefe 
Countries were declar'd infeparable from the 
Crown of Spain. 



The M Part o/Brabant, calfd the Louvain- 
Quarter, or Tetrarchv. 
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R A B ANT is divided into four 
Quarters, call'd Tetr archies, and 
diltinguilh'd by the names of 
their four principal Cities, Lou- 
vain, Antwerp, Brujfels, and Bois- 
le-duc 5 the firft whereof almoft 
years ago gave Title to an Earl- 
or as fome will have it to a Dutch v, 



fifeen hundred 
dorn 



^ ariI J§ fway and rule over the greateft part ot 
p ? whole Province. Guicciardin tells us, that the 
Winces of this Country were ftil'd Earls of Lcu- 
*** to the time of Gcdfry firnam'd Barbatus, 
l ^hich was about fix hundred vcarsago)and 
jnat trom him the Dutchv is fuppos'd bv fome 
^ nave been firft call'd Brabantia. But what- 
uncertainty there may be in matters fo re- 
/pc, Louvain is at prefent the acknowledg'd 
^etropolis of this Province, and claims prece- 
enceof all the other Cities not only upon ac- 
ount of its antiquity, but becaufe it is the place 
<cre t «e Prince and people of Brabant are firft 



reciprocally bound by oath to each other, and 
has moreover the firft vote in the Convention 
* States Provincial, m all cafes exec P r Sea 
a Subfidy is the matter of debate, for then j£? 
werp, in confideration of its wealth and largenefs 
of contribution in all Taxes, gives fuffrage before 

The derivation of the word from Loufin, as 
if the place had been at firft call'd Lupofina from 
a Scotch Captain or Lord call'd Lupus, imv 
down with thofe who have very large fwaUows- 
but the true etymology of it is no doubt that 
which is given us by Lipfius, who favs, that in 
the Eafternfide of this Citv Rands an Hill (with 
a Wood upon it ) call'd in Dutch Lo or Loo ( the 
names of Loberg and Lcbofch being at tins day 
apply'd to the fame place ), and that Loven or 
Lo-veen imports no more then a marihv Level 
( thefe, from the Dutch word no doubt, we call 
Fens) at the foot of that Hill, from whence the 
ancient Walls of this City were built quite down 
confiderabledcfcents unto the flat bottom which 
lies under it. Lowvain is pleafantly feated upon 
the River Dele^ which runs thro" it 5 and is a 
very large place, being in compafs within the 
Walls no lefs then fix Italian miles 5 but there 
arc many void fpaccs, Hills, Fields, and Gardens 
within it, whereby its fituation is rendered in 
fome refpects more commodious, and in gene- 
ral far more delightful. Its limits have been 
divers times enlarged, but the laft Walls of it 
were began to be built an. 1 ?6 1, and fince that, 
z//*v about the year 1427, ic was found (asLip- 
fiits and others inform us ) to exceed Gaunt in 
circuit three Rods, Liege eight, Paris (not in- 
cluding the Suburbs ) ten, and Cclen eighteen, 
twenty Roman foot being reckoned to the Rod. 
In this City are faid to be eleven Market places, 
twelve principal Streets, one hundred and forty 
of leffer note, fourteen Mills, fixceen Bridges, 
and four Fountains for public ufe. It is encom- 
pafs'd with large deep Ditches, cut in many places 
thro a flinty P.ock or very hard Gravel 5 and 
in the circuit of the W alls are nfcv- three Tow- 
crs, and no fewer then fix teen Draw-Bridges, 
plac'd conveniently not many years ago tor 
the better fecuring cf die Gates, which are in 
number eleven, built all of a curious white 
Hone. The Walls are ftrongly built, being 
rais'd from the very bottom of the Ditch, fo 
that fcarce a third part of the Work comes at 
a diftance into view • and among the Towers 
That exceeds the red which they call the Vodzre? 




fupervening calamity, together with the cofLi- 
nefs of the work, from building, as thev had 
defign'd, fix other of the like mature in diff.rent 
places $ upon which account thev reckon *d the 
moncv already laid out ro hr:vc been expended 
to (mall purpofe. A late Travcucr of our o rn 
Nation tells us, that tins was ir. : firft place in 
the Low Countries where he faw Storks, Women 
Porters, and Soldiers begging on Horfeback 5 

~" -ell as in Brujfels^ Ant- 



the common people mate uie or i^ogs to arav 
little Carts and Wheelbarrows about the ttreets 
laden with commodities 5 which, as he obferves. 



feems rather done to keep up an old cunom then 
upon the account of any tolerable adv." "~ 

" * 1 ' - " 7 ! —-Tar x-> 5 , 

ait foui 



that thev receive there 



y. About the year 135 

are faid to have been in this Ciry at lea 
th 



City of 
Louvain, 



oufand Weavers Shops, upon cacii ot wnie 
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ccrning the fame \ve arc told, that about j! r 
year 1573, the Fellow (whofc bufindsit»y\ 



neglecting upon a great rain and a fuddmtU,' 



nk 4 thirtv or forty fevcral perfons fended 
for work and livelihood, fo that it the number of 

gar other Tradesmen bore £ ^AhappTn'd "together , to kVvTop^ 

^ .^^^^^d ^decd Flood-Gatcs, the River iVell'd to that ilk 

h eighth that in a ihort (pace it almoft equally 



non to 
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extraordinary populous place 5 and 



ftrcets, 



an cxtraorainaiy r... 7 , i- 7 

fuch it was without quefhon, it we bdiwc Lg 
M , who tells us, that when the eleven a Cfock 
Bell rung at night to give notice to the Art^ 
Sets and Tradesmen that it was time for them 
to leave off wort, the women with all imagina- 
ble care and haft took their fmaller children into 
their Houfes, left they fhould be bore down by 
the crowd which immediately throng d the 

Among the Churches that of St. Peter 
is particular^ commended, the Tower fnd S ?ll c 
whereof is faid to have been one of the raireft 
in all thefe Countries before it was endammag d 
bv fire, whercbv it fuffer'd very much in its 
building. There are eighteen Canons belong 
to it , together with a Provoft, whofe Office 
was formerly conferr'd upon none but perfons 
of the higheft rank and quality, and to whom 
the honour belongs of adminiftring the Oath 
to the new Prince ( the Horfe upon which he 
rides in the courfe of that folemnity becoming 
upon that account the Provofts Fee ) who is 
particularly at that time obliged by Oath to be 
a Patron to the Canons of St. Peter. The Or- 
ders of the Dominicans, Francifcans, and Car- 
thufians have each of them a Coven t here, the 
latter of whom inhabit a place fo remote from 
all noife and company that they enjoy the foli- 
tude of a Defart within the Walls or a popu- 
lous City. The Jefuits have alfo their proper 
• Colledgin this place 3 and tho the City in general 
is affirmed by a late ingenious Traveller to be nei- 
ther well built, nor well kept, only the Stadthoufe 
being by him acknowledged a irately flructure, 
and faid to make a fair ihew at a diitancc, yet 
is the faid Stadthoufe much commended by o- 
thcrs, as arc alfo their Churches in general, and 
their Hofpital, and divers public buildings, ap- 
ply 'd either to religious or fccular ufes. The 
Hall or Stadthoufe particularly has Gclnitzs efpe- 
cial commendation for the largencfs and fym- 
metry of its parts, and for the coftlincfs of its 
ftructure, which he fays is adorn'd with variety 
of figures of the molt curious workmanfhip. In 
the iniide he took notice, among other things, 
of certain Laws which were hung up, accord- 
ing to one of which he that commits, or is af- 
fiiitant in a Rape, mult have his head taken off 
with a Wooden Saw. The Cattle is feated upon 
the top of the Hill , which is of confiderable 
heighth, and is furrounded with Vineyards ( very 
rarely met with in the Low Countries ) and plea- 
fant Gardens, ftor'd with great variety of cu- 
rious flowers 5 to which, if we add die mod 
natural, and as many account it, moft chearful 
and diverting Mufick afforded by all forts of 
Birds, and particularly great numbers of Nigh- 
tingales, together with the free and unbounded 
profpect over the whole neighbouring Countrv, 
the pleafantnefs of the fituation muft be acknow- 
ledge fuch as is not ealily paralkld. But befides 
all this, the Air wherein this Caftle (lands is found 
by experience to be more then ordinarily liealth- 
ful, which was the principal reafon of the an- 
cient Earls making their ufual abode, and ha- 
ving their Children generally educated in this 
place 5 it being particularly much upon the fame 
account that the famous Charles the Fifth with 
his illuftnous Sifters fpent their greencft years 
in this Caftie. The Sluce made at this Citv about 
the year 1 |£ 5 ,to command the waters of the Dele 
is efteem d extraordinary in its kind 5 and con - 



the top of the City Wall, and at length male 
its way thorow the fame, not far from the Sluce 



ing 




The Univerfity ( upon the account whereof 
Louvain is calPd a City of Scholars; as Brujfck 
and Antwerp^ for very obvious reafons, the one 
a City of Curtefans and the other cf Merchants- 
and Mechlin, from its Parliament and Courts of 
Juftice, a City of Advocates or Lawyers ) tho 
faid by fome to have been founded long before 
( viz- about the year 5? 2 6) was firft endow'd 
by John the Fourth, Duke of Brabant, andcon- 
firm'd by Pope Martin the fifth, an. 1425, tho 
he withheld from it all power of conferring 
Degrees in Divinity, which was ncverthelel 
in a very few years after granted and indulg'd 
by Eugenius the fourth, at the earneft defireof 
Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, who was at 
the charge and trouble of a particular Embafly 
to obtain that favour of his Holinefs. The 
learned Goropius Becanus is very large in com- 
mendation of its pleafant fituation , in which 
refpect he prefers it before all the Univerfities 
that he had either feen or had an account of 
thorowout all Italy, Spain, France, and Germany^ 

and yet, if an Englijh man may be fuppos'd an 
impartial Judg in the cafe, we are told by thofe 
of our own Country, who had feen both, that 
even upon account of fituation Oxford is not 
inferior to it 5 but as to the matter of Build- 
ings and Endowments, moil certain it is that 
Louvain comes very far fhort of both our Evglijh 
Univerfities 3 tho Golnitz^ as little perhaps ac- 
quainted with either of them as the forefaid Beca- 
7ius, fays that Louvain has outgone its mother the 
Univerfity of Colen* and ( excepting Paris ) is not 
exceeded by any place of like nature either in 
number of Students or neatnefs of Buildings. 
But to proceed to fomewhat a more particular 
account of this large Nurfery of Learning; we 
are told, that the Students of Divinity wear con- 
ftantly Gowns and Caps, which is done by others 
onlv at public cxercife. Among the forty-three 
Colledges which are faid to be here, four are 
accounted the chief 5 that is, in refpect erf tpc 
education of youth, and upon account of itrict 
difcipline, the others being for thofe ot riper 
years, who are left free to come and go as tiiev 
plcafe. The names of thefe ( which tnev call 
Pedagogies ) are Li Hum, Falco, Cajirum, and for- 
cus 5 that is, the Lilly, the Faulcon, the CaLie, 
and the Hog ; the laft but one of them being 
fo calPd from the way upon which 
and the reft from the feveral figns of Houies 
ftanding in or near the places where they ^ 
afterwards erected. In every one of thefe ; is i * 
lofophy taught bv two Profeffors, each of worn 
reads two hours in a day, the young Studcn fi- 
writing after them, who when they are : ma 
culated are oblig d to fwear that they Wf** 
the Articles of the Romifh Church. All the 1 w 
fefiors of the feme four Pedagogies ch0e>^> 
amongfl them forty-eight Scholars, * uil r er 



years ftanding, and out of that num ^ er 'j 0 f a 
public examination , twelve are ufuallv cn 
to Exhibitions 5 and he who happens to n** c ' 
firft place in the election has a Bell rung 
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him inhis College for 48 hours tocher" without 
an v intermiflion. Every Licentiate (who fcems ac- 
cordin 0 - to the place in which he is rank'd among 
the others bv a late Traveller, to be a kind of a 
middle Graduate between Batchelor and Doctor 
and therefore fhould anfwer to our Mafter of Arts; 
thoasGolnztz places them the Degrees conferr d 
here are thofe of xMafler, Liccntiat, and Doctor ) 
upon his goingout is conducted from theSchooIs, , 
(which by the by were fomc 18 years ago but 
very mean and homely) with Drums and Trum- 
pets, treats all the Doctors and his Opponents, 
and' gives Gloves. At his Lodging is a Bell 
alfo rung for twenty- four hours together 3 and 
he has liberty to choofe a Coat of Arms, and 
is immediately accounted a Gentleman. The 
ordinary Governor of the Univerfity is call'd 
a Rector, who is chofen every half year by the 
Senatus Academicus, and whofe Office is account- 
ed of the higheft Dignity, not only all Scholars 
of what quality or Degree foever , but alfo the 
higheft of the City Magiftratcs, in great hafte gi- 
ving the way upon his approach,and fhewing him 
all poffible refpedt 5 nay we are told that the Great 
Charles the Fifth being here gave the right hand 
to the Rector in a folcmn ProcefTion. He has ple- 
nary Jurisdiction over the Scholars, the feme 
having been conferr 'd upon him by Duke John, 
at the motion of the Bifhop of Rome 3 and is 
upon holy-days and in folemn Proceffions (for at 
other times only one, as Golnitz^ from Liffius in- 
forms us, waits upon him ) attended in great ftate 
by no fewer then 8 Beadles, who go before him, 
bearing Silver Scepters or Maces in their hands 5 
he himfelf being follow'd by his" proper menial 
fervants. There is another Officer call'd the Pro- 
motor, who by permiflion or command from 
the Rector apprehends, imprifons, and punilhes 
fomctimes, tho but rarely ( as Liffius tells us ) 
with death 5 moft crimes being ordinarily expi- 
ated by pecuniary Mulcts. If a Citizen be plain- 
tiffe the caufc follows the Court of the defen- 
dant, and fo is brought before the Rector 5 but 
if a Scholar fue a Citizen it muft be pleaded be- 
fore the Confervator ( fo call'd becaufe he is to 
take efpeciai care in prefcrving the Univerfity 
priviledges) and His being an Ecclefiaftical Court 
(to which there moreover lies an appeal from 
any Judicature in Brabant ) he with his AfTeffor, 
who is always a pcrfon well skilPd in the Law, 
proceeds in cafe of contumacy to excommuni- 
cation, after which the Offendor being obftinate 
is dehver'd to the Sccuiar power. This Con- 
fervator is generally fome Bifhop, or one that 
has Hpifcopal power, and therefore oftentimes 
the Abbot of St. Gertrude bears the Office. They 
have alfo their Chancellor, whofe only bufinefs 
it is to confer Degrees upon fuch as have com- 
peted their time $ which honour is claimed by 
the Provoft, (and in his abfence by the Dean) of 
St. Peters, who upon that account takes place 
next to the Rector in all public aflTemblies of 
the faculties. Thefe are in number five -viz. Di- 
V] nity, Canon-Law, Civil-Law, Phyfick and Arts, 
and of the fuperior Graduates in thefe faculties 
docs the Academical Senat confift , in which, 
the fupreme power is really lodg'd, the Rector 
(tho elfewhere of great authority ) appearing as 
tfpfius tells us, in this affembly not a jot more 
aofolute then a Duke of Venice in the grand 
Council of that Republick. 

It were an endlefs thing to enumerate all the 
famous Doctors, Councellers, Abbots, Bifhops 
that had their education in this Univerfity 3 
2nd as for the Learned Men born in the City, 

Mae* commemorates feveral, among whom 

Netherlands. 
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are Petrus Rivius a notable Divine 5 Ludovicm 
Sconus, Prefident of the Council of State 5 Ludo- 
\" us „ Hei/ue g**s Prefident of Flanders 5 Antonim 
Monllonzis a great Antiquary, and his Brother 
Maximilian, much converfant in the fame fort 
of dark and abftrufc Learning. 

Within half an hours journy from Loicvain 
ftands a Palace of the Dukes of Arefchot , the 
way leading whereunto is wonderfolly com- 
mended by Travellers 5 being as they defcribe 
it about a thoufand paces long and 40 foot broad, 
and lying all along in a direct line s the hilly ground 
on each fide, thro which it is cut quite down 
to an exact level, rifing in fome places full 20 
foot perpendicular above it, and (hading it over 
head with continued rows of Lin den -trees. This 
way together with the noble feat at the end of 
it ( which for magnificence, pleafurc, and con- 
venience has perhaps not many rivalls in the 
World ) may be found more largely defcrib'd 
in Golniz^ and Blaeu : concerning which no 
more (Ball be added here, but that in the Quire 
of the Church belonging to the lame is fhewn 
the Genealogy of the Dukes of Arefchot ( toge- 
ther with their names and pictures) pretended 
to be brought quite down from Adam: and 
that in the Chancel of the fame is carefully pre- 
ferv'd one of the thirty pence ( if you will be- 
lieve thofe who produce it) for which the tray- 
tor Judas fold our bleffed Saviour, upon one 
fide whereof is a Mans head and upon the o- 
ther a flower with poaion infcrib'd by it. 

Within the Quarter of Louvain are compre- 
hended feveral lefler Towns, of which fome 
fhort account muft be given. 

Tienen called alfo Tilmont ( in Latin Then* ) is 
feated upon the little River Geet, lying in the 
middle between Louvain and SuTruyen, andac 
the equal diftance of three Leagues from each 
of thofe places. Some are of opinion that 
it was in former Ages not only a place of 
great extent and commerce, but one of the 
four principal Cities of the Province 5 and that 
it was at length fupplanted by Bois-le-Duc, and 
rob'd of that Dignity which it had for a long 
time en joy 'd. It is indeed ftill a large Town, 
being reckon'd about an hours journy in com- 
pafs, and accounted the firft of the three fecond 
rate : Cities, retaining ftill the fame priviledges 
wherewith the four Capital are endow'd 5 
but fcarce any place in the(e Provinces has fuf- 
fer'd more by the calamities of War, by reafon 
of which having for a long time gone more 
and more to decay, it was in the year 1^75 
utterly deftroy'd by the French h tho poflibly 
fince that time fome part of it may have been 

rebuilt. „ . , . . r . 

St Truyen call'd alfo St. Trou ( and in Latin 
Centrones )- ftands almoft in a direct line between 
Tienen and Tcngeren, and was mind the other 
day together with the forced Jienen h its Walls 
being demolifh'd and its Gates blown up by 
die French, by whom forty Waggon load ot 

Arms were convey 

Leet»e ( in Latin Levia ) is fituatc upon the 
River Geet, one League from St. T "uyen and a- 
bout two from Tbienen. It is but a fmalL yet 
ftrong Town, being made foch that it might 
be capable of defending it felf againft the incur- 
fions and allaults of the neighbouring Ligois, 
and befides enjoying the Dignity and pnvitedgs 
If rhr £-rnnd rate Cities of Brabant. Here 

tftgl Priory ( as they call it) of the 
Order of St. Auftm , the Prior whereof is one 
of the twelve prime Nobles of the Province: 
and [ herlis Jo brew'd a great quanuty effo 
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~ood Beer, that it is in great requeft among the 

W £S^ or PirA ftands upon the River Pe- 



fe neat Town with a large .Territory 
belona n? to it , and noted for fevcral forts of 
ufacfures, but efpeaally that of Cloath. It 



mer, 



g vTTitlc to a Barony § the Baron of 2>/^ W 
being by ancient right Vicount, or Bgpavc of 
^*Vs but in thefc later Ages it has apper- 
tain d to the Princes of Orange, to one of whom 
it was formerly given by the Duke oiCleue in 
exchange for the Town of Sittart. m Here was 
born the Linguift ( famous for the time where- 
in he liv'd ) Nicolas Clenard, who wrote the Greek 
Grammar that ftill bears his name, and Infti- 
tutions of rhe Hebrew Tongue. He went to 
Fez in Morocco, about the year 1540, on purpoie 
to perfect hiajiclf in the Arabic Tongue, wherein 
he had been pretty well instructed already at 
Granado in Stain $ but when he had attain' d to 
more then a confidcrablc knowlcdg therein, and 
was about to write in the fame Language againft 
the lies and fopperies of the Mahumetan Religi- 
on, he was taken away by an immature death. 

Gemblours-* fometimes call'd Giblou ( in Latin 
Gemblacum ) formerly gave name to an Earldom, 
but that Title vanifo'd upon the founding of a 
famous Monaftery in the place, of the Order of 
St.Beneditl, but dedicated to St. Hubert. Gem- 
blows ftands upon the fteep of an HiUj being 
environ'd by Precipices and deep Valleys on all 
fides but towards the Eaft, which way it is 
overtop'd by the higheft point of the laid Hill, 
at the foot whereof runs the fmall River Lorn, 
which near the Village Gemep mixes \rith the 
Sambre. The abovemention'd Mona fiery was 
built about the year ^22, and the Abbot thereof 
is the Temporal as well as Spiritual Lord of the 
Town, and cakes the firft place among the Lay 
Nobility, but is laft of the Clergy in the public 
Conventions of the States Provincial. In this 
Monaftery is a famous Library ( to which the 
great Erafmus is faid to have oftentimes reforted ) 
very well replenifla d with Manufcripts, cfpccially 
of Divinity, and in the Latin Tongue 5 (bmeof 
which are faid to have been written by St. Sige- 
bert, who dyed about the year 1 1 1 2, and in this 
place compil'd that brief Chronicle from Valen- 
tinian the younger and Gratian to his own time 5 
and it is much to be lamented, that thofe Ages 
did not produce many others to have taken the 
like care and pains in the fevcral Countries of 
Europe for the information of pofterity, which is 
now left fo much in the dark as to thofe bar- 
barous inundations of the Roman Empire, then 
w hich Revolutions never any deferved better to 
have been recorded. Not far from Gembkurs is one 
of thofe Highways which beginning at Ba-vay 
in Hainault did formerly lead to the principal 
Towns of Gaul. They feem to have been co- 
vcr'd originally with great ftones ( the remains 
whereof are {till vifible in fome places ) but now 
are for the moft part overrun with grafs, un- 
der which lies a hard flinty and gravelly foil, 
•which muft ( as we arc told ) have been adven- 
titious, there being no fuch to be found in the 
circumjacent Country. They call them ZW 
haults Caufways, and have a tradition of a Kine 
or that name, who before the Empire of the 
Romans commanded far and near in thefc parts , 

but it is not to be imagined, that Julius Cefar 

would have made no mention of thofe ways if 
they had been extant in his time. Near unto 
Gemblours was that fatal Battel fought in the 
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year 1-78, the fuccefs whereof turn'd the fc a l :s 
fo much on the fide of the King oi Spain, Miq( c 
Forces by the conduct and valour of the Prince 
of Parma ( tho at that time only a Commander 
under Don John of Auftria ) obtain d with little 
or no lofs a great victory over thofe of che States" 
upon which followed foon after the rendition not 

only of Gemblours, but of Louvain, Tillemm 
Arefchot, Sicken, Dieftheim, and other confidera- 
ble places to the Royal Army. 

Halen ( calfd in Latin Hala and Hakna ) 

ftands upon the little River Geet, and is diftant 
from Leewe two, and from Landen four Leagues. 
It is unhappily feated fo near to Liege and Ge/Jre, 
that it has been by that means often ruin din the 
Wars between Brabant and thefe Countries; in 
confederation whereof it has been endow'd with 
very large privilcdges by its fevcral Princes. 

Sic ben lies between Die ft and Arefchot, and 
of this Town Bentivoglio tells us in his Hiftory 
of the firft War with Spain, that tho it was a 
place not ftrong either by nature or art, and 
had alfo but a fmall Garrifon in it, yet by the 
obftinate courage of the Townsmen it made 
very fturdy oppofition to the Prince of Pama$ 
till after divers furious afTaults,accompanied with 
violent battering of the Walls, the Spaniards 
falling pell-mell into the Town together with 
fome retreating Defendants, there was a great 
flaughtcr made of the inhabitants, the place it 
felf being plunder'd thorowout in the moft 

hoftile manner. 

Judoigne, call'd alfo Geldernac , ftands upon 
the Geet above Tienen, and fome four Leagues 
from Gemblours. I find nothing memorable of 
it befides its old Caftle and fituation in a pure 
and healthy air 5 upon the account whereof the 
Children of fome of the Brahantine Princes are 
(aid to have had their firft education here. 

Hamtuye (in Latin Hanutum) is a place of 
great antiquity, and lies in a pleafant and rich 
Country, being two Leagues diftant from Ju- 
doigne. 

Landen ( Landa in Latin ) is by fome judg'd 
to be the moft ancient City of the whole Pro- 
vince 5 and is reckoned to be diftant from Ban- 
nuye about two Leagues. 



The Second Part, or the Bruxel- Quarter of 
Brabant. 




-*E next Capital City in this 
Province is that of Bruxels or 
Brujfels, which gives denomina- 
tion to the fecond Quarter ot 
Brabant, and ( being diftant from 
Loven about four Leagues; is 
feated in the heart of fo rich a Country. tW 
there was no want of provifion and necetian 
found in it for man or beaft , even at fuch a 
time as feven Crown'd Heads ( W2L- C harks 
Fifth, with his Son Philip King of Spain, and an 
African King 5 Maximilian King ot Bohemia, an" 
his Queen ; and the Queens of France and tiw 
gary ) met in this Citv ; befides the Dukes oi 

and fo great a nurn^ 



ma to ljl 

then' between ei^jit and nine thoufand Hot ^ 
their feveral Trains. On one fide, and vri« 
a Quarter of a League of it, lies the Somen W> 
or the Wood Sogny, which is fcrviceabie to u ^ 
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r'tv or at leaft to the Court refiding here, both 
decenary ufe and pleafure, the fame afford- 

? oKnndanceof fuel and very /?ood Game 

ing 



for huntin 



reaT many Abbies and Monaiteries, and the 
na-hbouring foil is well planted with all forts 
nf Fruit-trees, and water d with frequent Springs 
a f vvec Rivulets ( from the murmuring noife 
of which fmall ftreams, efpecially as they firft 
break out of the hollow caverns or the earth, 
fiUiried bv the word Ruyffellen and Ryfelen, fome 
vnlf have the name, the ongine whereof is how- 
ever much in the dark, to have been given it) 
whereby the fituation of Brujfels is render 'd more 
heakhv, a s well as far more pleafant. The River 
Sinne runs thorow this City, from whence to 
the River Rupel lies a Channel, with vaft expence 
and incredible labour finifh'd and made navi- 
gable about the year 15*05 whereby a paffage 
being open d into the Scheld, the commerce of 

the inhabitants with feveral places, and particu- 
larly the great Mart of Antwerp, was much ad- 
vane'd This work had a long time lain dor- 
mant in the theory h and indeed fo extraordinary 
an undertaking feems to have been with good 
reafon refer v'd by fate for the times of two fuch 
great Princes as the Emperor Charles the fifth 
and Philip the fecond of Spain 5 there having 
been expended upon it, even before it was tho- 
rowlv compleated, no lefs then five hundred 
thoufand Crowns 5 which will not be thought 
improbable to him who (hall confider, that in 
the courfe of it there was an entire and tolera- 
bly high Mountain cut thorow down to a level 5 
befides the vaft bredth and depth of the whole 
bodv of the Channel ( which they call de Vaert, 
and 'Bruffelfche Vaert ) continu* d thorow fo large 
a tract of ground ( no lefs then five good Leagues 
in length ) to which add the many flreams and 
currents dcriv'd into it out of the neighbouring 
Country, and the five large Sluces built in the 
moil convenient places upon it, whereby the 
waters are collected into a body, and difpens'd 
as is found requifite for the occafions of trading 
VeiTels; the bed of the faid waters being at leaft 40 
foot higher near Brujfels, and at the head of the 
Channel, then where they empty themfelves into 
the RupelBruffels is a far more populous City then 
Lacvazn, altho its Walls are reputed to be at 
leaft two hundred paces lefs in circumference. 
It is alfo well built, and lias large, handfome, 
and convenient ftreets, and is the ufual refidence 
of the King of Spain's Nether land Yice-R for 
which reafon it is always kept in a goodpofture ot 
defences tho Count Mo?ztery thought it advi- 
fable to have it better fortified, and made more 
tenable in the late wars, as apprehending that 
it might poftibly be attack'd by the French. The 
number feven is obfervable in things belonging 
to this City 5 for in it are feven public Foun- 
tains, feven principal Streets leading to the great 
Market-place, about which ftand feven ftatclv 
Houfes, rented out by the Senate for the ufe of 
the Corporation 5 here are alfo feven Parilh 
Churches, feven noble Families, eminent both 
Jor their antiquity and divers confiderable privi- 
kdges enjoy 5 d by them 3 feven Mid wives licenced 
and fworn by the Senate, and oblig'd when 
call'd to go to the poor as well as rich 3 feven 
Gates of Doric work, the way to each Icac *L n ^ 
to a different pleafure or exercife. The firft 
call'd the Louvain Gate, lets you to the beft 
fowling, as the Algidomont ana or cold Hill Gate 
coes to Fifoing 5 that which Golnitz^ calls Porta ob- 
t^xellenfis to Hunting; the Anderlecbt to pleafant 
^iCidsr the J*l*nJri*n rn P^fture sxounds 5 the 
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Laken Gate to Springs and Vineyards 5 and the 
Mechlin to Gardens. It is encompafs'd with 
a double and high Wall, and very large Dit- 
ches, in the circuit whereof were formerly 
feventy-four Towers, great and fmall, many 
of which have been long fince ruin'd by age 
and the cafualties of War. Among the Chur- 
ches of Brufels, that of St. Gudula exceeds all 
the reft, having as we are told two Towers, the 
top of which is afcended by five hundred fteps 5 
and a Chappel in it where are reported to be 
kept three confederated Hofts, from which, be- 
tween three and four hundred years ago, blood 
is faid to have iiiued forth as foon as they were 
cut and ftab'd by certain Jews, in contempt and 
derifion of our blefled Saviour. The Jefuits 
have a Colledg and School here, erected ann. 
1 604, and were above fifty years fince no fewer 
then feven ty in number. The Francifcans have 
alfo their proper habitation in Brujfels, where 
there are fevcral other Religious Houfes for 
perfons of both Sexes 5 among which that for 
penitent Harlots, who leaving their lend courfe 
of life enter into the Order of St. Auftin, is not 
to be paft by in filence. Their Hofpital for 
the cure of fick perfons, with four others for 
the entertainment of ftrangers ( who are fup- 
plv'd with all neceffary accommodations for 
the fpace of three days ) their Bedlam alfo, or 
public ftructure for diffracted perfons, and ( be- 
fides divers places for the maintenance of the 
poor ) that other erected for the education of 
expofititious Children, deferve very well to be 
feen by Travellers and commemorated by us. 
The Royal Stable holds an hundred and twenty 
feven Horfes, with all conveniences, having over 
head a large Rcpofitory for. Arms, formerly 
laid up here bv the Dukes of Burgundy. In this 
place is kept the Breft-plate which Arch-Duke 
Albert wore at the famous Battel cf Newport 3 
the Sword of Charles the Bold of Burgundy, usd 
by Charles the fifth in conferring the Order of 
Knighthood; and the Chariot in which the Arch- 
Dutchefs Ifabella enter 3 'd Brufels, which wras made 
at Milan, and is reported to have coft fourteen 
thoufand Crowns. The Kings Palace, feated 
upon an Hill (as is likewife part of the City it 
felf) is a moft magnificent and ftately piece ot 
Building, and befitting the greatnefs of any Pnnce 
in the World. In one ot the two Galleries 
( which are nobly adorn d with trie pict :u res ; of fe- 
veral Kinsrs, Queens, Emperors, and other illuuri- 
ous perfons ) is a m curious piece reprefenting 
Arch-Duke Albert, in which upon a more dole 
and accurate view you difcover the Arch-Dut- 
chefs Ifabella, as in another of hers you do the 
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to this Palace is a large 
SroT fpace^f ground enclosed wuh , a Wall, 
and containing in it vha«*er can be fubfcm- 
enc to the pleafures and diverfioii of a Prince, 
among which, befides a Park and Aviary are 
dSS Grottoi Ponds, and Waterworks f a Gar- 
den of excellent and choke H^g^d 
Walks and places appropriated to different and 
peculiar forts ot recreation. But to return to 
the cS i fclf 5 the Senate-houfe is a noble pile ot 
Building,ai 



id has this particular piece of cunoficy, 

mav be convey 'd by Pipes to. the 

of it ' The Tower is adorn a with a 

brafs Statue of St. Michael, the Tutelar Angel of 

thk Citv the fame being fifteen foot high, and 

S^curatelv pois'd that it is eafily turn d round 
fo accurateu poi cnolct 
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Concerning Brujfeh in general this is obfa^U 
that the houfes of private Citizens are ftately 
and fpendici , and furnifh'd with two confide- 
^le matcers of pleafure and convenience 
rS ly found in great Cities, abundance of 
Springs and delicate Gardens s the meaneft fort 
of Inhabitants being extravagantly curious ; and 
induftrious in enriching and adorning the latter, 
in fo much that the flowers growing upon a 
very fmall plat of ground in one of them are fa id 
to have been valu d at feven or eight thoufand 
Florens. This place is like wife made more glo- 
rious by the magnificent Palaces of divers No- 
bles, the diftinct houfes ot moft of their Pro- 
vinces, as alfo of well nigh all the Abbies, and 
the greateft part of the Cities in thefe Countries. 
Among the Palaces of the Nobility, that of: the 
Earls of Culenburg was formerly of no mean 
account, but it was raz'd to the very ground 
in the time of Duke Alva, for having been the 
place where the Confederate Lords had their 
ufual confults at the beginning of the Low- 
Country troubles 5 a Marble Pyramid being e- 
re<5ted upon the fpot, with an infeription in four 
feveral languages fully exprefsing the whole mat- 
ter, and the time and reafon of its having been de- 
moliftVd. Thofe Travellers who are particularly 
delighted with rare occurrencies in natural Phi- 
lofophy muft needs be well pleas'd with theEc- 
cho,which(as we are told by one who lately vifited 
thefe Countries) to thofe that ftand in the Gal- 
lery by the riding place, is found to reflect, the 
voice fifteen times 3 tho he acknowledges that 
he could not hear it himfelf diftinctly above 
ten times, which he imputes to the indifpofition 
of the Medium, or Vehicle of the found, that 
is the Air, too much agitated by the wind 
when he made the experiment. Several other 
things (too many to be now infifted upon ) 
are remarkable in and near unto Bruffels, parti- 
cularly the neighbouring Anderlee, well defer- 
ving to be vifited by thofe that come fo near 
it for the curious Gardens of the Duke If Au- 
male-y but this City it felf with its inhabitants 
has not always been in a flourifhing condition, 
having had its (hare in the common calamities 
incident to all fublunary beings 5 for an. 148^ 
there dy'd here of the plague no fewer then 33 
thoufand perfons. An. 152^ it was grievoufly 
afflicted with thefweating ficknefs, call'd by Fo- 
reigners Sudor Anglicus, tho not known in En- 
gland before the days of Henry the feventh. Two 
thoufand and lbme hundreds of houfes were de- 
ftroy'd by fire at one time, and at another 1 5 
hundred Weavers (hops. The Artificers and 
tradefmen in this City make two and fifty Col- 
ledges or Companies , all which conftitute nine 
larger bodies, or Nations, as they term them- and 
among the faid Companies that of the Cutlers, or 
Armour makers, was about an hundred years 
ago mod confiderable, of whom it is reported 
by Guicciadin, how truly I cannot tell, that they 
could fo temper their plates of fteel as to make 
them impenetrable by ordinary Gun-fhot. Fre- 
quent have been in former Ages the feditions and 
infurredtions of the tradefmen and common peo- 
ple agamft the Nobility and Gentry (of whom the 
Magiftracy of the City confifts ) in which the 
Weavers having been principally and moft u- 
iually concerned, it was made death for anv of 
them to lodge one night within the City. Bruf- 
jelsm the grand revolt of the Netherlands was 
poflefs d for fome time by the Confederates 
but being at length befieg'd and redue'd to ex- 
tremity by that excellent General, Alexander 
Farnefe, Prince of Parma, it was an. i S 8 5 fur- 



render'd upon conditions, and return'd to th 
obedience of Spain, wherein it has continu'd to 
this prefent day$altho it has once or twice fincethar 
time been in fome danger of falling into the hands 
of the French, by whom particularly the Lower 
Country about thtt City, Louvain, and Mechlin 
was miferably fpoiFd and plunder'd in the vear 
1675. Brufels is the feat of the Chancery of Bra- 
bant, confirming at firft of fourteen honourable 
perfons and inftituted by Duke John an. 1 3 1 2 5 an c i 
afterwards confirmed and augmented by ^ 
Son an. 1332. Here is alfo held the Fee- farm 
or Copy-hold Court of the whole Country 
to which there lies an appeal from all others 
of the like nature both in Brabant and thorov- 
out its Dcpendancies except that of Gemep^ and 
here was formerly kept an Ecclcfiaftical Court 
in the name of the Biftiops of Cambry, as isfmce 
in that of the Bifhop of Mechlin , within 
whofe jurifdiction is comprehended thisfecond 
Quarter of Brabant. About three Leagues from 
hence ftands the ample and famous Abby of 
Afflingen, the Governor whereof has the firft 
vote in the convention of Eftates, among the 
Prelates of this Province. In the fame Abby 
founded, as is upon befl grounds fuppos'd, by 
Henry Earl of Lovain and Son of Godofreius 
Barbatus, about the year io8tf, is (aid to be a 
very confiderable Library well furniftYd with 
all forts of Books. For a full account of the 
Magiftracy of this City, which confifts in the 
main of feven Scabins, chofen annually by the 
Prince out of the feven antient and Noble Fa- 
milies of the place, with two Confuls ( whereof 
one is taken out of the Nobility and the other 
out of the Commonalty) and fix Common- 
Council Men, elected from among the Artifi- 
cers of the beft rank and Quality, the Reader 
may confult Guicciardin, Golnitz, or Blaeu-> as alfo 
die firft of the three for perfons who either were 
born, or at leaft flourilh'd in this place 5 in the 
number of whom was Andreas Vefalius, a noted 
Anatomift of the Iaft Century. 

There are only two Towns of note fubjeft 

to the City of Brujfeh, z/i%. Nivelle and Vikor- 

den 5 each of which immediately appeals to the 
Chancery of Brabant. 

Nivelle is a three hours journy diftant from 

Brujfels. It was in Guicciardins time a well for- 
tify 'd place, and upon feveral accounts of no 
fmall confideration, being (as Faulus JEmilius 
tells us ) one of the four Cities that confh'tuted 
the Marquifate of the Empire, and one of the 
three fecond rate Cities that enjoy priviledges 
little inferior to thofe of the four Capital ones. 
Here is faid to have been buri'd Pepin the firft, 
Son of Charlemain, and Father of Gertrud, the 
foundrefs of the principal Church of Nivelle , 
and the Religious Covcnt of forty-two Nuns, 
who muft be not only Virgins and legitimate, 
but both by Father and Mother of Noble ex- 
traction for four defcents. Their Governefs, 
call'd Madam de Nivelle, is chofen by them- 
felves, but with the confent of the Prince, and 
the approbation of his Holinefc. Bcfides all 
thefe priviledges and confederations , the fair 
high-ways that lye round about it , and the 
great quantities of linen Cloath made in it, con- 
tending as to the finenefs of its contexture vntn 
that of Cam bray, have made Nive/le more then 
ordinarily remarkable. 

Between Nivelle and Marimont, and cloft up- 
on the borders of Hainault, lies Senef, a final! 
Village in it felt; but made lately memorable by 
the Battel fought hard by it in the beginning or 
Augujt an. 1674, between the Dutch (unit** 
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x\'h the Confederate Armies of Spain and the 
Empire) and the forces of che French King. 
The Dutch tell us that after a bloody conflict of 
1 2 hoursrgreat numbers being flain and wounded 
on both fide tlie French retreated, and that their 
men "as a Efficient proof of victory kept the 
f or two hours after; aslikewife that the 
only advantage the French had was the taking 
0 f chc Confederates Baggage and fome prifo- 
ncrs But the French King in his letter to the 
Merchants, Provoft of Paris ( wherein he or- 
ders Bonfires to be made and te Deum to be fung 
in the Cathedral Church of that City for the 
<rood fuccefs wherewith Divine Providence had 
bleft his Arms ) fays, that the Prince of Conde 
had bv his courage and conduct flain 3 or 4, 
and taken 4 or 5 thoufand ot the enemy. The 
French, it is certain, made their brags a long 
time after of this great overthrow given their 
Enemies, and yet theothers have the confidence 
to infer' from the trench King's immediately 
fummoning to his afiiilance, by his Letters Pa- 
tent, the Ban and Arrier-Ban ( that is, the whole 
ftren°th of his Nobility ) that his alfairs were 
not altogether in fo good a condition as he pre- 
tended. . 

Vihorden ftands upon the River Sinne? about 
midwav between Mechlin and Bruffels, from each 
of which Cities it is ditlant fome two Leagues 5 
being a place lefs fortified by art then by its na- 
taraf fituation. It glories in an ancient Caftle 
or place of llrength, wherein us d formerly to 
be kept prifoncrs of the highefl quality, and fuch 
vhcfe crimes the Prince himfclt took immediate 
cognifance of, having the trial of them cither 
brought before his own perfon, or before Judges 
efpeciaiiv conftitutcd by him, without the inter- 
vention of the Magistrates of the place. This For- 
rrefs was alfo in Guicciardins time the grand repofi- 
torv of the records of Brabant , for here were kept 
the original Copies not only of the priviledges 
granted to the Province, with its annexes, by its 
own proper Lords and Pnnces^but likewife of fuch 
as were obtained by them from divers Popes and 
Emperors 5 together with thofe of the feyeral 
Leagues and Confederations made and cnter'd in- 
to by the Dukes of Brabant and other Potentates 5 
all which are committed to the care of a particu- 
lar CommiiTary, or Delegate, appointed by the 
Kings of Spainips formerly by their other fupreme 
Princes) and calTdthe Keeper, orTreafurer, of 
the Charters. 
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The Third Quarter of BrabakT, denominated 
from the City of Antwerp 5 the fame being the 
Marquifate of the Empire. 




Frizons* and Suevians. The name of this City- 
was originally Antuerphim , changed afterwards 
into Antverpia, and (as we and divers other 
Nations call it ) Antrrerpia 5 which is by fome 
deriv'd from Handt andWerpen, that is to throw 
open the hand, for die confirmation as well as 
illustration whereof, they produce the tooth of 
a Giant above an hands bredth large, and weigh- 
ing fome fixteen ounces, fo that fince the tooth 
of an ordinary man, fix foot tall, fcldom ex- 
ceeds a drachm (the 128th part of that mon- 
flrous grinder ) if ex dente Gigantem will hold as 
well as ex pede Herculem, Goliah himfelf ( who 
is accounted to have been but between nine and 
ten foot high ) was certainly but a very pigmy 
to this Belgic Colcjfus. But to pafs by fuch fabulous 
Etymologies, the true one is (no queftion) either 
from Aen de lVerve,that is at,'or upon, the Bank or 
Wharfja particular part of this City which ftands 
on the more of the Scheld, retaining ( as Goro- 
pius Becanus informs us ) the name of Werve to 
this day $ or rather ( which is like wife the con- 
jecture of the fame Becanus ) from the nature of 
the ground in general upon which it is feated, 
which fcems to have been gradually rais'd above 
the ordinary level of the neighbouring Country, 
by the inundations and overflowings of the 
River and Tide 5 the word Aenwcrp fignifving a 
rifing ground made after that manner. 

This City is by fome compared to a Bow, 
the firing whereof is reprefented by the River 
Scheld, which is five hundred Antwerpian Ells 
broad, and about twenty-two foot deep at low 
•water, the fame being rais'd by the Tide ( which 
flows hither, tho fixty miles, reckoning but a 
thoufind paces to the mile, from the Sea ) to 
almoft twelve foot more, fo that Ships of the 
greatefl burthen come clofe up to the (bore, 
and unlade their commodities upon the^ very 
banks 5 an advantage which can be equall'd but 
in few other parts of the World. The extent 
of Antwerp has by many additions and augmen- 
tations ( for a more particular account of which 
the Reader may have recourfe to Guicciardin and 
Blaeu ) become fo large that it was long fince 
at leafl fix miles in compafs 3 nay Roberts in his 
Map of Commerce fays it is conceived to be no 
lefs in circuit then eight miles 5 and adds, that the 
Scheld by eight Channels runs thorow it, fome 
whereof are able to hold an hundred great Ships, 
by which means the carriage and conveyance of 
commodities to any part thereof is rendered very 
cheap and commodious. In Guicciardins time 
it was reckon d to contain 13500 Houfes, be- 
fides waflc ground capable of 3000 more. The 
Streets are ltrait and large, and the Buildings 
(lately, or rather Princely 5 and (if we believe Be- 
canus) upon diofe accounts it deferves the prece- 
dence of all in Europe. Indeed a Traveller of 
our own Nation tells us, that for flrength and 
beauty it is comparable to anv City of its big- 
nefs in Europe ^ and that m refpeft of the later 
it much excels Florence, with which it is wont 

The Houfes are ge- 



to be put in competition 
nerally built of Brick, and to bring them all by 
decrees to an uniformity , the owners are not 

uv -o 1 -'"" . ,i r . c tTf A.*,-, ^n^c rlnr 

to repair tnc 

remain. The Church t- w . 

Vir-in, is a very magnificent flruaait I«- 
made a Cathedral at the requeft of PaibpJ* 



Hether Antwerp ftands within the 
ancient feat of the Aduatici, or 
( which fcems more probable)of 
the Ambivariti, mutl be more 

punaually enquir'd into in the ' ~ ~" " : r thofc few Wooden ones chat 

Volume : referv d formatters of V^f^^^^^^ C o the blelled 
tnat nature^ but that it has been a place 01 good 
antiquity appears particularly from St. Willebrords 
niaking mention of a Church in the Caille of An- 
twerp committed to his care about the year 6 $6 5 
tho fome will have the word before his time us'd 
to fignifie a whole people, and not a fingle City, 
which they collect from S. Audoenus*s teymg con- 
cerning St. Eligius, that he labour d much in fpread- 
l "g the Gofpel among the Flandrians, Antverpians, 

Ne therlands. 



ded in knuth 50, and in bredth 30 muss, in tnc 
7 1 rtmS 66 Chappelsand Altars.focunouf- 
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frSd b?W^. before char <p»*«-* From 
the upper part of tins Tower there is a fair prot 
pect not onlv of Mechlin, Gaunt, Louvazn, and 
Sier confidcrable places, but what is much 
more plcaCmt and diverting , or the Iflands of 
Zealand, It is forniiLM with fix or eight Bells, 
great and fmall, the largeft of which being of 
a wonderful bignefs, had its name from Charles 
the Bfdi, and is never rung but upon very ex- 
traordinary occafions. The chiming of thefe 
Bells upon the approach of every hour is ac- 
counted bv manv exceeding pleafant and meJo- 
dious, but that which makes it more to be ad- 
mir d is the performance of the whole by the 
hands and feet of one Tingle man, the prodi- 
gious heighth of the place where the Bells hang 
adding alfo to the furprize and admiration of 
anv one that at fuch a time approaches the 
Citv. Amongil the public Buildings of the fe- 
veral Religious Orders ( for the arrival and fettle- 
ment of each whereof in this place Blaeu and 
others muft be confulted ) the Jefuits Church 
is an auguft Pile, and for its largenefsas well as 
neat and cofiiy workmanfhip, and variety of cu- 
rious Pioture$,drawn for the greateft part by Bru- 
geland and Rubenfv'M not give place to any other 
either in France or Flanders $ the time when it 
was built being exprefs'd by the numeral letters of 
the Infcription upon the front of it in thefe 
words, Cbrlfio Deo , Vlrglnl Delpar*, B. Ignatlo 
LcIoL*, foCIetatls authorl, fenatVs popVLVfqs ant- 
Verplenfls pVbLlCoet prlVato <zreponere VoLVlt. Of 
all the Foundations in Antwerp dedicated to the or- 
dinary ufes of piety, that for the maintenance and 
education of expofitkious Children,and that other 
for the fupport of twelve per ions of good rank, 
but decay d fortunes, are moft considerable. The 
Senate-Jicufe , which is built of moft curious 
fpeckPd Marble ( fuch as was among the anci- 
ent Romans in higheft efteem ) being old and 

much impair'd by time, was reftor'd from the 
foundation an. 1460, but being unfortunately 
dcitrov'd by fire fhortly after, it was rebuilt in 
a more fplendid manner about the year 157^. 
For an accurate defcription of this piece of Build- 
ing Ice Golnitzjs Itiner. Belgico-Gallicum p. 61. So 

confidcrable was the Trade of the Englijb to this 
City foine ages ago, that they had a particular 
Burfe built for them here an. 1550 $ there being 
another fingle one common to all Nations, which 
was the pattern of our old Royal Burfe in 
London ( tho the Copy is faid to have exceed- 
ed the original ) on fwhich Queen Elizabeth , 
as fome fay, (the better to diffemble its be- 
ing a work of imitation) impos'd the name 
of Exchange, ftriecly prohibiting it to be calFd 
by any other. The name of Burfe was origi- 
nally taken from a piece of Building in Brufels, 
which having belonged to the Family of the 
Burfe s ( whofj Arms were three Purfes ) was 
afterwards converted to the public ufe of Mer- 
cnants of that City 5 from whence the Burfes 
of Antwerp^ Tholoufe, and Roan took their deno- 
mination. This of Antwerp is faid to be fup- 
portecl by three and forty lirong Pillars of white 
Marble 5 being extended in length 180 foot, and 



in bredth 14° 3 and being thc j center wher- 
four large ftreets, coming from the four chief 
Quarters of the world, are united. The Eafter- 
ling or Hanfcatic Houfe is highly commended 
by Travellers, and prefcrr d before the Teutonic 
Houfe at Venice. The Glafs-Houfe, Mint, and 
Water-Houfe are reported to be extraordinary 
in their kind 5 but that which moft excels is 
the Fabric built at a great expence by the Ta- 
piftry Merchants, which is 280 foot long and 
proportionably broad $ and contains in it twenty- 
fix large Repofitories for that Princely Commo- 
dity. Plantins Printing- Houfe, the moft famous 
in the World, confefs'd by a late inquifitive and 
judicious Traveller of our own Nation (who 
had not view'dthe Theater ax. Oxford} to be the 
beft that he had ever feen, and faid by Gohh\ 
to excel both the Italian of Manutius, the Ger- 
man of Frobenius, and the French of Stephanus 

is another great ornament to this City. It was 
fome fifty years ago furnifVd with very near 
an hundred different forts or Fonds of Letters; 
whereof two were Syriac, ten Hebrew, nine 
Greek, and forty feven Roman. The perfon and 
art of Ruben were at that time in the number 
of things that in the firft place deferv'd to be 
view'd and vifited 3 which as we are told could 
not be done without admiration rais'd almoft 
to an extafie 5 the reprefentation of the laft Judg- 
ment, valued at five thoufand Florens ( that is 
about five hundred pounds ) being more efpe- 
cially celebrated by Golnitz^ who fays that the 
anguifh and horror of the damn'd, and the 
tranfporting raptures of the blefled, are re- 
prefented in fo lively a manner, that the behol- 
der can hardly keep himfelf from being at the 
fame time affected with the two moft oppofite 
and inconfiftent paflions of joy and forrow. 

Antwerp as to the matter of trade and number 
of inhabitants is found to have been at the height 
between the years 155^ and 15775 and the year 
1568 may be accounted its grand Climacteric 5 a- 
bout which imc it was very populous (the number 
of the inhabitants, and others actually refiding 
there,being found no lefs then two hundred thou- 
fand) and flourifh'd exceedingly in all forts of com- 
merce 3 the decay whereof is related more at 
large in one of the general Difcourfes in the 
beginning of this Volume, where among the 
feveral caufes of the fame, the influence which 
the Dutch have of later vears had upon the paf- 
fage up the Scheld, is juftly reckoned none of the 
meaneft 3 the opening whereof, and permitting 
it to be Cuftom-frec, was ftifly infifted upon by 
our late Commonwealth before their coming 
to blows with the Confederate Provinces. There 
were here in Guicciardins time, ( that is, when 
Antwerp was in or near its moft flourilhing con- 
dition ) often feen to lye in the River together 
2500 Ships 5 four hundred Veffels having been 
obferv'd to come up with the fame Tide, as alio 
the number of thofe to have ordinarily amount- 
ed to five hundred which have come in and gone 
out in one day. Hereto may be added at leait 
two hundred Waggons which arriv'd every day 
laden with paffengers out of the nearer Coun- 
tries} befides a thoufand a week of German, Hanje- 
atic, Lorrain, and French 3 not to mention ten 
thoufand Country Carts in the lame fpace 01 
time emplov'd in the carriage and conveyance 
of all forts of Commodities, and above nvc hun- 
dred Coaches fubfervient to the eafe and diver- 
fion of the richer and better fort. For an account 
of the nature of the inhabitants, their hbxMS 
and Funeral Cuftoms, and the former opuien^ 
of the place, the Reader may confuk GmCCl ^ r 
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jh and Golnit^s Itinerary, p. 79, 80, 82, 84. 
' '"fivntivoglio tells us, that in his time Antwerp 
was towards the Fields environ'd with one of 
ftatelieft Walls that could be feen, as well 
for the bredth of its rampart within (which 
was fo great that many rows of Trees flood 
upon it, which ferVd no lefs for delight then 
defence ) as for the noble Baftions without 5 the 
Dirch being every way anfwcrablc 5 tho towards 
the River ( which makes the place far more de- 
fensible on that iide ) there was only a fingle 
Wall. Others and thofe more modern writers, 
inform us, that the beauty and ftrength of the 
Walls (built an. 1552) are hardly to be paral- 
lel a, they being 1 10 foot broad on the top,upon 
which are four or five rows of Linden-trees re- 



therUniifh States in oppofition to Ben 7rJ 3r -rA 
the Prince of Far m * y appointed GoverLr7oft^ 
fame by the King of Spain, and thz™ W 
to have fmarted foundlv for fo dor Kjj ~ d ^ 



, c - C l 1Fd t0 ^ eir affiftancc with a kind 
of fuprcme, but much limited authoritv, and 
difdamjng to be a confin'd and fcttcr'd Princ- 
contnv d to furprize this Citv, and bv putrin- 
a Garnfon into it, and feverai of the ' principal 
places m Brabant and Flanders, to make em- 
power arbitrary which was hitherto buc preca- 
rious. In order hereunto there was a very for- 



mal and methodical plot laid ( to be fJen at 

* ar S e ln BentzT/oglio and other writers of thofe 
•Lilarlv -planted 5 the Walls themfelves being times) and the fame fo far took effect th^tth- 
xcelSently fac[d with flone, and having eight French had poffefs'd themfdves of two Gates of 

tri c City, and let in fifteen Companies of their 
own Foot and ten Troops of their Horfe that 
lay quartered hard by, buc having neglected to 
guard the Portcullis of St James's Gate, by which 
they were to receive further afiiflance, and the 
fame being let down by fome Citizens who had 
difcover'd their overfighc, this accident fo far 
encourag'd one fide and difhearten'd the other, 
that the Antwerpians gathering into feveral armed 
bodies, and falling upon their falfc friends with 
frefh vigor, the whole enterprize was prefentlv 
defeated, all the French within the Town (cue 
of which the Duke had purpofcly withdrawn 
himfelf that morning upon a pretence of hunt- 
ing and pleafure ) were either (lain or taken pri- 
foners. Some time after this, Antwerp was be- 
girt and taken by the Prince of Parma after a 
twelve months fiege ( for a full account whereof 
fee Meteran lib. 12.) which could hardly ever 
have been effected, had he not built that flu- 
pendous Bridg crofs the Scheld, the perfecting 
and maintaining of which was defpair'd of by 
almoft every man but himfelf. Indefatigable, 
tho vain in the end, was the induftry of the 
Antwerpians for the ruining of this Bridg, the 
Fireboats by which they principally endeavoured 
to effect: their defign,being efpecially worthy of re- 
membrance. They were Vedcls built of verv areac 



exec . , . . _ 

ftrong Bulwarks contriv'd with great art for 

marual defence. The Gates of this City have their 

particular commendation from Travellers 5 and 

thev are thirteen in number, eight whereof ftand 

to the water, and have their proper and diftinct 

Kays to which they open, and where Veflels are 

Tvith great facility and convenience unladen 5 the 

capacioufnefs and other advantages of rhefc Kays 

being much admir'd by thofe who have feen them. 

The Citadel of Antwerp, faid to have coft at 
lead five hundred thoufand Crowns ( tho others 
skilled in matters of that nature have valued it 
at above a million ) lies on the South fide of 
the City, upon the bank of the Scheld, and is 
a Pentagon compos'd of five Royal Baftions, ta- 
king their names from thefe five words, Duke, 
Ferdinand, Toledo, Alva, Paciotti 5 which laft de- 
notes the Builder or Architect. Of all modern 
Fortifications it is efteem'd the beft contriv'dand 
has therefore ferv'd as a pattern for almoft as ma- 
ny others as have been in any Country built fincc 
its erection. Some of its Flanks lie to the City, 
and the reft lean towards the Champion 5 refpect 
being had here, as ought to be in all other 
Cafties, to be able on one fide to curb and com- 
mand the City, and on the other to receive ne- 
ceirary fuccours from abroad. This famous For- 
trefs was begun by the Duke of Alva an. 1567, 
and finifh'd in lefs then a year 5 confifting at firft 
wholly of Earth, butlin'd afterwards with Brick 
and Stone. There lies a good fpace of ground 
between it and the City 3 and it contains fome- 
what above an Italian mile in compais. There 
are very large Repofitories both for ammunition 
and proyifion in it, and good conveniences for 
the lodging of above three thoufand Soldiers. 
In the middle of this Citadel was plac'd Alva's 
infolent Statue, by which he was reprefented 
( tho in an enigmatical manner ) trampling upon 
the conquer'd States of the Netherlands 5 alt ho 
fome would have the inferior part of it only to 
ngnifie the two unfortunate Earls Egmo7it and 
Horn, and others the Prince of Orange an his 
Brother, a little before quite vanquifh'd and 
driven out of the Provinces. An. 1577 a great 
part of the Fortifications of this Citadel was de- 
Uroy'd by the mutinous Citizens of Antwerp, but 
J t was not long e're they were thorowly repaired 
and made much ftronger. 

Antwerp was feiz'd upon by the mutinous Spa- 
f-fo Army foon after Rechefens death, and the 
heft part of it deftroy'd by fire, the whole City 
being fackr, with all the acts of hoftility, and 
the barbarous murther of about (even thoufand 
ol the inhabitants. Icboafts it felftobea Mai- 
clen Town, and never to have rcbeU'd againft 
us lawful Prince 5 and yet certain it is, that Ant- 
wer ? Pin d in the firft confederacy of the A>- 



and firm Planks, and fafhion'd in the midft like a 
good large Mine, which part of them was made up 
with Brick and Lime, fo compacted and clos'd up 
on every fide that there was only fufucient paffage 
left for a fmall train to reach die Gunpowder, 
whereof it was full. All the reft of the VeiT d 
was cover *d with great quantities of Stone, BliI- 
lets, and other materials, that the Powder might 
find the greater oppofition. One of thefe dread- 
ful inftrumentsof ruin being let loofeat the Cir\ 
and following the courfe of the River, flop'd 
not till it arriv'd at the very Bridg, and fome 
Gunners and Mariners(who were fent to ranfack 
its bowels, and prevent the mifchievous effect of 
the fame) were fcaree got inroic when the powder 
taking fire made the Mine play, whereby were 
fuddenly deftroy'd not only the faid fearchcr>, 
but many others both in the Boats of the Bridg, 
and upon the Stoccados cr f?rm parts ot the 
fame next the fhore, built upon long Rafters ^ the 
number of whom is faid to have amounted to 
five hundred 5 the earth being alfo reported to 
have ihook for feveral miles together, and the 
River with great violence to have thrown out 
her waters beyond the banks. 

Whilft Spinola befieg'd Breda in the year 1^25 
Prince Maurice very narrowly mifs'd of furpri- 
zing the Citadel of Antwerp. He knew there were 
fcaree an hundred Soldiers in Garnfon there, 
and that they had no apprehenfions of tne feaft 
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Wherefore getting di- 

rcadi- 



-id conceal d nimien 

dSufand Horfe and *£^ n ^Kh 
jjUo. When the ap- 

ent T^'d he drew near to the Citadel, . and the 
proac.i d, ne arew * cau tion and niduftry, 
attempt being begun « ith cau™ £n 

Had ravc^ ^ NV ithm upon the Watch, 

Kf c£wn oS of che faid Ladders 3 and that 
unluckS faliin^ with violence upon the plank 
of a 5 d S e clofe by. made fuch a noifc that it 
rous'd the next Sentinel, who asking whoje there? 
ST ( upon no aplwer returnd) dtfcfam ta 



Musket: alarm'd the whole Gar rifon, and caus'd 
the Affailancs with all poiiiblc haft to make away, 

and quit their defign. .... 

Since that time tins City has been in no particu- 
lar jeopardy from any invading enemy, only 
we are told by fomc Dutch writers, that in the 
rear 1 67 a one Francis Hoo was hir d Dy a monthly 
pennon from the French , to contrive that the 
Cictadcl of Antwerp and die Fort of Montery near 
Bruifels fcouki be betray'd into their hands 3 and 
that a few davs before this Treafon was to have 
been executed, he was difcovcr d and hang d tor 

the fame. . 

Antwerp has undergone many calamities in 

feveral ages 3 particularly it was utterly ruin d 

and burnt down bv the Danes about the year 

8373 and after wards f after d very much in its 

Buildings by fire, efpecially in the years 123^, 

145^, and 1461. 

Concerning the time and occahon ( betides, 
as fome tell us, its fronteering upon die King- 
dom of the Francs at fuch time as Flanders was un- 
der that Crown ) of its being erected into a 




certainty to be met wim m the molt credible 
Authors 5 but it is recorded, that the honour of 
that Tide was formerly in fo high eftimation 
with the Dukes of Brabant ; that when Wenceflaus 
granted the City it felt to be held in Fee by Lewis, 
Earl of Flanders, he could by no means be 
brought to part alfo with the dignity of the 

Marquifate. 

The number of Magiftrates and public Offi- 
cers in this City is fo great that the bare enu- 
meration of their names would tire the Rea- 
ders patience, alt ho fomc in honour of the place 
have drawn a parallel between its Government 
and that under which old Rome afcended to fo 
high a pitch of greatnefs. But it (hall fufficehcre 
to put down fuch a brief account of the fame 
as we have given us by Gotofredus. The firft 
member ( fays he ) of the Magiitracy of Ant- 
werp confifts of Nine perfons taken out of the 
Nobility, and as many more nominated by the 
Prefects or Matters of the Streets 3 to whom 
are added Eighteen others 3 perfons of the great- 
eft fway and rank in the City, fo that the num- 
ber of them all amounts to Thirty-fix. The 
names of all thefc are fent to the Prince, by whom 
one half of them is approv'd of and conftituted 
a (landing Senate, by which are afterwards cho- 
fen two Burgomatters or Confuls, one of whom 

and Con- 



vention of Eftates, while the other tarries a* 
home, and adminifters Juftice both to Citizens 
and Foreigners 3 having together with the fore- 
faid Councellors, full power in all Caufes as well 
Civil as Criminal. But with relation to the courfc 
and execution of Juftice there are two other pub- 
lic Officers appointed by the Prince. The firft 
of thefe is termed the Schout ( in Latin Sculte- 
tus ) whofe bufinefs it is to take care that Male- 
factors be apprehended, fecurd, and brought 
to their Trial 3 and afterwards to fee the fentence 
of the Court put in execution upon fuch as are 
found guilty and condemn'd. The other, whom 
they call the Amman, is in the nature of a pub- 
lic Solicitor in all Civil matters, the hearing and 
deciding whereof, according to the merits of 
the caufe, is urg'd and promoted by him. The 
forefaid fupreme Magiftracy, without the inter- 
vention of the Prince, or any perfon deputed 
by him, makes choice of feveral inferior Offi- 
cers 3 fuch as are the two Treafurers, upon the 
nomination of the people, and one Receiver out 
of a number propos'd by the Nobility 5 and 
thefe are to collect and disburfe the public Re- 
venue, according to the pleafure and command 
of the Conful and fupreme Senate 5 by whom 
is alfo appointed an inferior Council of the com- 
mon people, confiding of twelve perfons, taken 
from among the Deans ( which fome for I know 
not what reafon call Deacons ) of the Trades 
(in number twenty- eight, and of the fome na- 
ture with the Mafters of Companies in our Cor- 
porations ) fuch as are thofe of the Mercers,Mari- 
ners, Bakers, Gardiners, Clothmakers, <&c 

Breda ( plac'd bv Brietiu* and other good Geo- 
graphers in this Quarter of Brabant, tho fome 
put it in Kempen-land, and fo it ffcould belong to 
the Quarter of the Bufs ) is eight leagues diftant 
from Antwerp^ from Bergen op Zoom fix ( a late 
Traveller fays a Journey of eight hours ) and 
from Gertruydenburg not above two 5 the next 
parts of the Country round about it abounding 
with Corn grounds, intcrmixt with Meadows, 
paftures, and divers Copfes. It is a Town con- 
fiderable for its bignefs 3 and is both well bu f c 
and populous, and alfo a place of great ftrcngtb, 
being encompafs'd with very thick Walls and 
Mounts of Earth, and two Trenches always tull 
of water, one whereof is very broad and deep. 
It is in fubjeaion to the Dutch Commonwealth 
and tho not accounted a member or part ot trie 
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ycc pavs its ancient and ftanding<^ota towards 
the fupport of the Union 5 the Lordtbip of it be- 
longing to the Prince of Orange, who has a CaltK 
and fair Palace in the Town. Breda was 
i S 8i furpriz'd and taken by the Spaniards, oy 
the help of fomc Roman Catholics in the 1 oun, 
with whom they held correfpondence. BMtm. 
Cattle, which ftands upon the Uerche « 
that runs clofe bv the City, and wasat tlBtow 
ot greater confideration for convenience or n 
bitation then ftrength , was in trie year i ■>? 
recover* by a ftratagem for the Confcdew. 
the place it felf being quickly compell d to con 
under the fame Matters. The defign v^jjg oi 

9 rnodity 

unto feverafpiaces in thofe parts was very ufu . 
al ) in a Boat fo contriv'd that the ^S^ ^ 
fhouldfupply thedefca ofthebredtli.lucna 
being able to pafs in the narroweft parts 01 : i . 
of their Channels. The Governor hiinieir ^ 
always caus'd ftria fearch to be n**^ he 
Boats that were admitted into the Ca mc, ^ 
being then at Gertruydenburg the latne 
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„- taken by his Son, who being a raw unexpe- 
' SA vouch gave but flight orders co that pur- 
S C d Xh -ere therefore as negligently ex=- 

fo that the Manner ^ho had adv.sd 
^undertaken the bufuaefs, found* no d.ffi- 
% matter to divert thofe few Solders with a 
mall quantity of Wine who were font to make 
i Lrrh But we are told, that fince that time 
f Seen the conftant cuftom of the polTelTors 
of this Town and Caftle to make a more certain 
d f-overy of what is contain d in the bowels of 
£h BoL as enter here by ftabbing the com- 
modifies thorow in fundry places with a long 

SP Thefie°-e of Breda (which laded nigh a whole 
rear ) is dTefcrib'd at large in Blaeu's Tbeatr. Vr- 
ISm! as well as by other Writers 3 yet .may 
fome of the moft remarkable actions and paffages 
thereof (hall be very briefly re ated m this place. 
And fuch are thefe, 1 -It was block d up and clofely 
bc-irt bv that famous Italian Commanuer Am- 
brofe Spinola, who had alfo made extraordinary 



preparations for that purpofe with an Army 
{as fome auure us ) of thirty thoufand men «. 
W24 2. Prince Maurice not judging it advi- 
fable to fight him with a third part of the 
Forces, nor finding it poflible to put any relief 
into the Town, endeavour d but in vain, to 
cue off all provifion from the Spamjb Army. 
3. Spinola bv opening certain Sluces drove away 
the Prince, and oblig' d him to take u p his Quar- 
ters at a greater durance ; but on the contrary 
the Dutch in vain attempted to drown the Spa- 
nilh Camp, bv letting in the Sea at a Spring- 
Tide. 4. The compafs of ground taken m by 
Svinola in raifing his Works is faid to be incre- 
dible, and hardlv to be equall'd in any other 
place of the world upon the like defign ; by 
which having furrounded the Citv in fuch a 
manner that it was utterly impoflible for _any 
man, or fcarce anv number of men againlt his 
will to enter in or out, he refolv'd to make no 
ufe of Batteries or Affaults, but by meer extre- 
mitv of hunger to gain the Town ; and alcho 
die great Rains that fell in the Summer mightily 
incommoded the Spaniards ( above a thouland 
of whom perifh'd of Camp difeafes) yetall hopes 
of relief at length vanifning, the place was by 
order from the Prince furrender d towards the 
end of May an. 1625. 5- In the progrefs of this 
iiegc were manv new fortifications raisd, by 
which Breda became one of the belt fortified 
Cities in the World ; the caking of it at . chac 
time being look'd upon as one of the molt ra- 
tal blows could be given to the affairs ot die 
Vnited Provinces 5 which were neverrhelels not 
manv years after, viz, an. 1637, put in polleluon 
of it again bv the indefatigable valour and ex- 
cellent conduct of Frederic the fucceeding ,i>tadc- 
hoider of che fame illuttrious Family of Orange ; 
who, as Gotofredus tells us, inlticuted an Academy 
here, chiefly for the Zealand, Flemijh, and J>ra- 
hantine Youth in fubiection co the States, to pe 
educated under Proteffors of the tour Faculties. 
Breda came to the Houfe of Nafav ( and to to 
the Princes of Orange ) by che marriage ot t±n- 
gflbert the feventh- Eatl of that Family , Vic » 
Mary Daughter and Heirefs of Philip the _ la it 
Lord of this place, about the year 1-400. A&out 
eighteen vears ago, che Garrifon of chis impor- 
canc place confitfed of chirceen C?^ pa j 1C L,r 
Foot ( cwo whereof were Englijb ) and four 

Troops of Horfe. , „ , , , Cm->t~ 

The Fore Lillo is fituate upon che *'J*V>™™? f 
three Leagues from Antwerp, by che Cmzeru or 
which place it was ( for the rendrmg ot tne p.a- 

Netherla^" ds - 



a. 

fage up and down that River more fecure) both 
fortified and Garrifon'd about the year 1584. 
The fort of Lief^en/hcec^, on the other fide of 
the" Scheld ( of which more in Flanders ) being 
taken by the Prince of Parma, in order to the 
carrying on of the ficge of Antwerp, that City 
well underftanding of what concern the For- 
trefs of Lillo ( Handing oppofite to that other 
on the Eaftern fide of the River ) was to their 
affairs, took fuch cfpecial care of Iia ving it well 
Garrifbn'd, that the Spaniards in vain attempted 
the taking of it, being after a fiege of fome time 
fbre'd to depart with the lofs of two thoufand 
of their men $ and tho Antwerp it felf fell after- 
wards into the hands of the Spaniards^ Lillo ( be- 
ing thereupon made muchftronger by the addi- 
tion of divers new Works) has ever fince con- 
tinued in the poffefiion of the Confederate States, 
under whom it has been gradually augmented 
to the full bignefs of a fmall Town, and is ob- 
ferv'd to have become much ftronger by the 
choaking up of its Port. Liefkenshceck being alio 
repofTefs'd, and its fortifications rebuilt by the 
Dutch, thefe two Forts (together with fome 
other Holds farther towards the Sea, and either 
upon or near unto the Scheld ( of which more 
anon in the account of Santfliet ) have become 
the ftrongeft curb to the trade of A?it werp, which is 
controll'd by them at pleafure $ all Veffcls being 
conftantly fearch'd at Lillo which pafs to and from 

that great City. 

Lire or Lier ( in Latin Lira and Lyra ) is plac d 
in chis Quarter of Brabant by Brietius and others. 
It is a neat and pleafantly feated Town 5 for which 
reafons it is the ordinary place of retirement for 
perfons of Quality, and fuch Merchants whom 
a happy temper of mind has blefs'd no lefs with 
content,then fortune with riches 3 and lying con- 
venientlv for that purpofe, was in the courfe ot 
the Lore Country Wars fo well fortified by its fe- 
veral Mafters ( for fometimes it was in the hands 
of the Spaniards, fometimes of the Confederates ) 
that it came at laft to be reckon d one of the 

It is two miles 



ftrongeft places in all Bra bant. 
diftant from Antwerp, and as many from Mechltn y 
(to both which Cities, a* well as to Brujfefc its 
friendfhip or enmity are therefore, during a War, 
of verv great moment ) ftanding upon the fretbe, 
which River as Becanus informs us, has its name 
from the purity of its waters Its Market-place 
both for extent of Area, and in refpect or the 
curious Buildings that furround it, may juftly 
contend with any City in this Province. For 
an account of its famous yearly Fair in the month 
of November, wherein is faid to be vended an in- 
credible number of Cows and Oxen 5 as alfo of 
its Grammar School, the magnificent Q>BcS£« 
Church dedicated to St. Gummanus with tne Ke- 
IHous Houfes ( among which that of the Car- 
IrrLrxcrh 1 as alfo for what concerns the 
Sc£ sb War or other wife iiffiftcd 
upon 1 k, fee Blaeus Theatr.Vrbtum and fuch Au- 
thors as have wrote of the Revolt from Spain. 
About four fmall Leagues above Lire, and 
JJn rhr fame River Nethe, ftands Herentals a 
X fttS in the time of Guicaardin^ho 
ff^I-lU Ss that it was the birth-place of one 

f. ' \j, r f M i skil in thefecret and fpecihck ver- 
bs wonderful skU ^ n tne ^ fuffici _ 

tUC f °2fcftcdb7the effects of his prefcrip- 
cntly ^" 1 g t ^^ unicaccd his art and know- 
r^vt is ufual among the myfterious and 
U< \Li LotheAood of the Adepti ) onlv to his 
Sons T' S cw^ of ^hom, calfd Peter and i Mr. 
fucceeded him in his fame and P-^- 



Lire. 



Ileren 
tals. 
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Hoozflraten is alfo put by good Gcograpte^ m 
rhiiCVartcr of the Province, and lies tocen^re- 
S SEi being fix Leagues dntant irom 
t^Sbout as many from Bergen of Zoo,, 
fX^Arhe orero-ative of an Earldom confer d 
upon k S a™ Ac fifth, ™h a large Tern- 
X comprehending feveral Villages, tho ic be 
but a (mill and unw ail'd Town, or ramer an 
indifferent large Village. It "^w^** 
little Pviver Merck , which running thence to 
r I its waters fomewirat below Seven- 

lilt S£W. This Earldom belongs 
tofhe noble Family of the Lalains • and not 
far from Hoogjiraten (lands a tair ana big 
lase call'd Uvenhout, the birtn-place of /ote- 
5Wm, a famous Mathematician, as he is 

reprefented by Guicciardin. 




The Defcription o/Bergen OP Zoom, 

Steenbergen, <?c. 

erg en op Zoom ( fome- 

times call'd fimply Bergen , and 
in Latin Berg<e ad Zomam, and 
Pontes ad Zomam, in diftindtion 
from feveral other places in thefe 
Countries which agree in the 
common name of Berg* and Monte s) owes its de- 
nomination to its {ituarion,which is upon a higher 
or rifing ground near unto the edge, border, or 
felvedge of the Country ( if we may fo term it) 
the word Zoom for the ver> fame reafon making 
part of the name of one portion of the Velaw in 
Geldre, term'd Velve-Zoom. Some indeed fay 
it was focali'd from its being built upon the River 
Zoom, and among thefe is the learned Guicciardin, 
who tells us, that the faid River has its rife and 
beginning a little above the Town, and half a 
a League below it, runs into the Scheldt but 
others more modern, and fuch as may reafo- 
nably be thought to have good information in 
the cafe ( in the number of whom is Blaeu ) 
confidendy allure us, that there was never any 
fuch River ( and yet Grotius in his fiege of Groll 
tells us, that within fight of Bergen it runs into 
the Scheld ) and that before the cutting of the 
Channel (which happened to be made but in 
the laft Age, and which thofe never thelefs of the 
oppofite opinion from that imaginary River call 
by the name of Zoom ) this City bore the fame 
denomination as at this prefent day. Bergen of 
Zoom was anciently no more then a Lordfhip, 
but Charles the fifth was pleas'd to raife it to the 
dignity of a Marquifate, it having been in for- 
mer ages a place of great traffick, and much 
frequented by the Spaniards^ French, Englifb, and 
S cotch 3 tho in procete of time it came to be ob- 
fcur'd, or rather wholly eclips'd by the match- 
lefe Empory of Antwerp from whence it is diftant 
about the fpace of feven miles. It is feated ex- 
ceeding conveniently between Brabant, Flanders, 
Holland, and Zealand 5 and the grcateft part of 
the Country about it lies very low, and is made 
habitable only by Banks 5 fo that being in the 
hands of the Dutch it not only fecures the enter- 

two laft Provinces, but is a 
painful goad in the fides of Brabant 5 for it opens 
a ready way for continual incurfions into that 
Country whenever there happens a War between 
the Confederate States and the Spaniard. Its 
Port is faid to be tolerably commodious 5 but 
the fame running out to a good diftance from 
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the Town, two Forts, call'd the North-Sconce 
and Sou ch Sconce, arc plac'd for the fecurity c f 
Traders, towards the farther! neck of it. A 
certain Writer fays, that upon fuch as the above- 
mentioned considerations the Confederate States 
judged it advifable to add to the former fortifi- 
cations^ new Half-Moon towards Antwerp, con- 
tinued to the Walls of Bergen, with other Works 
more inwardly, and fufficiendy capacious upon 
a recreat, as likewife very well furnifh'd with 
great Guns. On die fide of this Half-Moon, as 
we learn from the fame perfon , are four Re- 
douts , beyond which is another Fortification 
well mounted with Canon 5 but that whereby 
this City is moft advantaged as to the enduring 
of a long fiege, is the dcfenfible and well guarded 
condition of the Channel, which reaches to the 
Sea, and by which it is no difficult matter, not- 
withstanding the molt powerful opposition to 
convey frem fuccours and provifions into the 
place. It is certainly at prefent an exceeding 
ftrong Town 5 for befides its Wall and Trench, 
it is provided of Half-Moons, Horn works, and 
other ftructurcs of defence, contrived by fuch as 
were moft skilful in the Art of Fortification. 
An. \66^, itsGarrifon confifted of twelve Com- 
panies of Foot, two whereof were Engli/b, and 
two Troops of Horfe, befides four Companies 
of Townsmen. The Buildings of Bergen op 
Zoom are very fair and handfom 5 and its three 
Market-places ( efpecially that which diey call 
de Groot Marckt ) are large and capacious. A- 
mong their Edifices, the Church which is dedi- 
cated to St. Lambert and the Marquis's Palace,are 
by travellers particularly thought worthy of com- 
mendation. The Nunnery has been converted into 
a place for the cure of the fick, and compenfates 
the lofs of that Hofpital which ftood without the 
City, and was ruin d in the Wars 5 in the be- 
ginning whereof Bergen op Zoom was for fome 
years poffefs'd by the Spaniards, tho it very nar- 
rowly efcap'd being furpriz d by fome Confe- 
derate Forces of Zealand. Soon after the vio- 
lating of the Pacification of Gaunt ( whereot 
Don Jon is principally accus'd ) upon a mutiny 
which happen d among the Spaniih Forces in 
Antwerp, occafion'd by the impohng of an Oatu 
upon thofe in the Caftle different from that 
which they had before taken to the States 5 fome or 
the Garrifon driving away their chief Comman- 
der, and afterwards following him themfelves to 

Bergen op Zoom, they deliver d the place into the 
hands of the States 5 from whom afterwards trie 
Prince of Parma endeavour d in vain to recover it 
about the year 1 5 8 8 s at which time it was Itoutiy 
defended by the Englijh under Drury and Morgan-, 
the firft of whom was the famous Sir fhiUp 
neys fucccuor in the Government of the Towain 
this prefent Century, vi*. about the middle 01 
July ann. 1^22, it was befieg'd by Spinola, ex- 
tremely enrag'd at the bold incurfions made 
from hence by the Dutch into the very «artO| 
Brabant. Never was place more furioufiy aiiauitc 
and feldom any more couragioufly de ™7 
fo that after ten or eleven weeks, uP on 
proach of Prince Maurice with Vpj n raw 
Army , Spinola found himfelf obhg d to ran 
the fiege in fo much haft , that b* depart* 
fecrnd to differ very little from a plain dig" > 
having loft ten thoufand men by war and diieai , 
befides two thoufand that fled over to the » 
fieged 5 who are faid to have made ^oo°o ^ 
(hot at the enemy, and of whom were (lain au 
fix hundred, befides a great number J 
Count Mansfield's approach, and joining 01^ 
ess with Prince Maurice 3 and the mutiny ^ 
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c„u;<~s in the Spaniih Camp,are efteem'd 
KrSlpS caufes of SfinoUs . defining from 
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, -<»-n-ize The Arch-Dutchefs Ifabella ha- 
the C " few years after fortified Santftiet and 
Vin 'M nrfa Works in the Shallows upon and near 
raisdotner * Confederate States pru- 

T. th fufSSg that thefe things fairly prelu- 
dendy fuipe r^ng f ^ £nter > d 

dcd co the oehgn- o & o rendting it 
fd^/SfS? Should be. little. dan« 

% t : fall in- into the hands of their ancient and 
ot us tamn ="\ v In t he year therefore 1 6 2 8 

£r£v C e oX for" the doing of what was 
■ < '/moft conducing thereunto, and that was 
pagdmoit conau ^ cnterco urfe between 

tbe P^cunns ^ c mC ans of a Ditch 

S S?Sd^hSbj?ffi three interjacent Mar- 
teffid be united and rnade paffable , toge- 
rhcr VMth the erecting as many itrong rorts m 
Spaces as (hould be found moft requulte 
The Stuce alfo near Steenbergen was to be wel 
Srificd, becatife thereby the neighbouring fields 
St be quickly overflown, and fo the haraffing 
5?. Land of Tolen , and the laying of clofe 
& "to ^erg£ on that fide prevented, th,s City 
fens fuppos'd verv tenable on the oppofite fide, 
Safis to ? the Southward, by its proper Works 
and Fortifications. The Marquifate of Bergen op 
Zcm limits Appendances, tor. as alfoaU ^nght^ 
actions, privdedges, <&c. which he had enpy d 
before the late war was reftord to txx. Earl ot 

one of the French Kings dhjf Com- 
mandcrs in the late wars, by the Peace ot I9t 

meghen concluded an. l^7°- , _ , ■ 

Steenbergen lies not far from tne Sea and is 
diftant from Bergen op Zoom about two .leagues^ 
It is but a fmall Town, and becaufc it was 
thought an impoftiblc thing to render it capa- 
ble of enduring a fiege of any toleraole continu- 
ance, ic had before the abovemennon d > ea : been 
onlv fo far fortified by the States as was judgd 
fiifficient to keep it from bang fuddenlv , and as 
it hereupon their firft approach, ^ 
Spaniards, who therefore without any ^fficul^ 
poiiefs d themfelves of it an. 1/22, m order to 
the profecuting of the fiege of Bergen op Zoom 
from whom it was prefently after the 
that fiege with as much eafe retaken by Prince 
Maurice* But about the year 1*27 the making 
this a place of good ^g^^JSJ V ^t 

of it with new Ramparts and Bulwarks^ and ra^ 
fing divers Redouts and fmall Forts in fevera 
parts of the adjoining Country, ^f 0 ^™ 
ting it and the City of Bergen m the n™er 
abovefaid for their mutual defence 5th e three 
abovemention d Fortrefles being like^fe^ finift 
and compleated in the year following^ ^ ™ J J 
of thefe Forts ftands in a place from ^ 

foil call'd S-Jtr* t ^»<^*Z^lE 
tncal Rods in circuit. The ll -e ouu ' , s d 
the fame compafs, is feated clofe upon . the _banci 
Hills, and in the middle between the other two 
The third is the largcft of the three being 220 
of the fame Rods in circumference befoje wmc 
is added for greater ftrength a 
beyond that a Half-moon. At the -nmc ot e.ee 
ing thefe Forts, Pinfius the Governor ot « 
was fent hither with a good body of 
whom he effeaually fecur'd thofe who _IaDo , 
in the work from being beaten oft of j H 
by the enemy, who had drawn con&ten^V ^ 
ccs thither with that intent; and top°n d fort 
count was one of thofe three Holds «J£ - 
Pinfen « the other two being by the 1 rinc 



Orange denominated from the Lord of M:ur- 
mont, deputed by the States of Zealand to take 
care of and promote the undertaking ; and de 
Rover the Conful of Dort-, commiflion'd for the 
fame purpofc by the States of Holland. 



The Fortrefs or Caftle of Santvliet, with fome other 
neighbouring Fortifications. 




N. 1^27 the Spaniards being in- 
formed that the Garrifon of Ter- 
Goes in Southbeveland was, toge- 
ther with the body of die Dutch 
Army,employ'd with the Prince 
of Orange in fortifying of Groll, 
and that it would therefore be no difficult mat- 
ter either to take or deftroy that City, and ha- 
ving provided themfelves of a great number of 
flat bottom d Boats at Antwerp, very vigorously 
fet upon the expedition. Their defign fucceeded 
pretty well at firft , for a good part of them 
were gotiuftupto the Dyke,which they intended 
to cu? about the Village Irfick, and fo drown 
Goes and the neighbouring Country , but the 
Tide going off fooner then was cxpecteo, and 
the remainder of their forces being thereupon 
left behind and detain d in the Shallows ( tl 
bottom whereof was cover'd with fo duck and 
wff a mud that it was no eafie matter to pafs 
thorow the fame on foot ) and fome few Sol- 
diers of the Ifland Ihewing themfelves beyond 
^-.V for^faid Dvke upon winch were alfo placed 
^tfe?o y iours (being really fuch aswere 
ufed bv the Citizens at certain folemn times ot 
d verfion) the Invaders were d^™^,^ 
thought it the moft prudent courfe to defift 
r h -.^r^rnnVe In their return from the 

u ^7rhev landed at thelOand Hoogerverve, 
them ott ; tney lanucu frreams of the 

of only af ^f?° at J 0 J n ihatter d and funk by 
ftruments for the work, in ^ a 

the Zealand Outlier : ( as they ™™ J dy in ^ 

Veffel appointed to ^ guarding of a 

oft convengt ^ace to t ? cd h 

Channel, Thele f LiUo but to thefe 

ftreightning and diftrelf ^n a ot u , fe of 

W as°added not ^sf^tt^k with feven 
Santvliet, defign d m have Deen Bank 
gr eat Bulwarks cfofe u^on^ ^ 

feparated the nrm between that 

bt fj all wh S were intended by the 

and ^^' h ffiS5ace for the taking of Ldlo 
Spaniards in the^ nn if' r- Q c t h e Dutch Gar- 

and hindering the "^^dafterwards to be 

rifon in *!^gg&£tg that City when- 
fcrviceable in ^ ^ ou i d invite diem to 

ever a fait. OPP^^ t hcy fet about cut- 
the expedition. g^J^ call'd b Croix, 

ting a Ch Z n Jdfo by Stabroeck towards Se - 
near A*t*er?,and lo oy am mu- 
■vliet 5 by which (v hen o , d t<>thslt 

nition and P«^g Tnd fecurity. In (horc fe- 
Arm y with b° c h eafe and ^ xk? raisd 

IfilZ^^Jot the defeating and 
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difappointing each other in their defigns, but 
7S wS? happen d in the Fort of Sanger 
and confum'd whatever was inflammable there 
together with the violent inundations of the 
Scheld in feveral places, particularly below Lillo 
and thorow the old Dyke which ed towards 
Stabroeck., were exceeding prejudicial to .the Spa- 
nifh purpofes and endeavours. The Prince : of 
Orange having full information of all that had 
happen d, pitch'd upon the largeft of the Iflands 
which lye below Lillo, betwixt Blangaren and 

Stoof, and which are made by the waters of the 
Scheld and feveral adjoining Marfhes. On one 
fide of this fmall Ifland ( the circuit whereof he 
order'd to be contraaed by a Channel drawn 
from the Scheld , the fame being afterwards 
furrounded with a large and ftrong bank ) he 
caus'd to be built a regular Fort with four Bul- 
warks and two good Fortifications within the 
Ditch. And in this manner came the ftrong 
Hold that takes its name from Henry Frederic 
Prince of Orange ( being diftant from a Fort of 
the Enemy near St oof-Gat , about 550 Rods, 
and fuppos'd fufficiently to fecurc that more 
considerable one of Lillo ) to be rais'd and com- 
pleatcd,notwithftanding the frequent Sallies made 
by the Spaniards out of Santvliet, and their ear- 
neft endeavours to put a flop to the Work. In 
the year 1632 the Forts of la Croix, St. James, 
and Hooger werve, with all others in thofe parts, 
except that of Santvliet, came into the hands of 
the Confederate States. But a tu i 6 -$6 the Spaniards 
recover d the Fort of St. James, thirty of the Gar- 
rifon being {lain in the affault, and forty-eight 
taken pnfoners $ altho they met not with fo good 
fiiccefs in endeavouring to furprize that of St. 
Croix an. \6\o, being fore'd to depart with the 
lofs of fifty Soldiers upon the place, befides fe- 
veral others that were drown d in the retreat, 
out of the fifteen hundred engaged in the expe- 
dition. 



The Fourth Part of Brabant, call'd the 
Charter of Bois-le-Duc. 




HE City of Bois-le-Duc, or as it is 
alfo nam'd by the French Bolduc 
(being call'd in Latin Sylz/a Du- 

cis and Bufcum Ducis, in Dutch 

sHertogen Bofch, and by us the 
Bofch or Bufs ) has the honour of 
giving denomination to the Fourth and laft 
Quarter of Brabant, and ftands upon the united 
fmall ftreams of the Defe? the Dommel, and the 
Aa. It owes its original to Godfry the third, Duke 
of Lorrazn, tho the circumvallation of it was 
perfected by his Son Henry (about the year 1 1 96) 
who for that reafon is accounted by fbme the 
real Founder of the City 3 which is recorded to 
have been at firft of a round figure, and of a 
much narrower circuit then of latter days , as 
having had feveral augmentations and enlarge- 
ments of its bounds, particularly in the years 
1 3 18 and 1453. The inhabitants are faid to 
be very courteous and civil, altho they are like- 
wife fuppos'd to retain more of that martial dif- 
pofition, for which the Netherlander were con- 
siderably famous in former ages, then the inha- 
bitants of any other place thorowout thefe Coun- 
tries. It is at this day of a triangular form, and 
can fcarce be walk'd round by a nimble and 
active footman in the fnace of 



on the outfide of its feven large Bulwarks at leaft 
7660 paces in compafs. Several Canals, f 0nie 
whereof bring up Veffels of good Burthen, run 
thorow this City 3 over which lye fifty- one ftone 
Bridges and thirty-eight wooden ones of a public 
nature 5 befides as many others of a more parti- 
cular and private ufe. The Market-place isfpa- 
cious enough, and is remarkable for the fai c 
Buildings wherewith it is furrounded ( tho the 
Houfes of this Town are generally of a different 
make from thofe of Holland, the outfide of them 
being cover'd with Boards, like thofe of Edin- 
burgh ), and the ten ftreets ( the broadeft in the 
City ) which butt upon it. The City it felf i s 
feated upon an hill, in the midft of a fenny level 
of a great extent, and of fo oozy a nature that 
it is oftentimes in mod places unpayable, when 
not quite cover'd with waters, tho it is alfo very 
apt to be overflown $ in which condition the beft 
part of it was found by an Englijh Traveller in 
the month of June a?z. 1663, at which time the 
only avenues to the Town were upon artificial 
Cawfeys. There were then in Garrifon for the 
defence of this important place,twcnty-one Com- 
panies of Foot and four Troops of Hoi fe 5 and 
with fuch a ftrengthit muft certainly be cfteenid 
exceeding tenable by thofe who fhall likewife con- 
fid er its fortifications, which ( to fay nothing of 
the three Forts of St. Antony, Ifabel, and Pettekr, 
of no fmall confideration, tho at fome diftance 
from it ) are a ftrong Wall and a deep and broad 
Ditch, feconded by good Bulwarks and Ram- 
parts, and all other fuch Works as the ingenuity 
and experience of latter ages have invented to 
render a Town, fo commodioufly fituated as this 
is, little Iefs then impregnable. 

Bois-le-Duc enjoys a good trade in divers kinds 
of commodities and manufactures 5 an incredible 
number of Needles, as alfo of Knives of the 
beft temper d mettal, being made here 5 befides 
a great quantity both of Woollen and Linnen 
Cloath. The Church of St. John ( which was 
made a Cathedral at the new erection of Bifhop- 
rics in the time of Philip the Second ) is a tole- 
rably fplendid and fumptuous llructure 5 in the 

Quire whereof are painted the Arms of many 
of the Knights of the Golden Fleece, and over 
the upper Stalls, or Seats, this written in French, 
Les treshaut, isre. which becaufe it contains an 
account of the Author, Inftitution, and firft 
model of the Order, may defcrve to be tranila- 
ted and fct down here : c< The moft high and 
" mighty Prince Philip call'd the Good, by the 
Grace of God Duke of Burgundy, Lorrain, and 
Brabant, in the year 142^, in the City of Bruges, 
cc did in imitation of Gideon create and inftitute, 
tc to the honour of God and the Virgin Mary, 
and for the fake of St. Andrew, Proteclor and 
Patron of Burgundy, a Company or Society oi: 
Honourable Knights, into which might be re- 
c& ceiv'd Emperors, Kings, Dukes, MarquiUes, 
"and other Perfonages, as well of his own Sub- 
jects as of foreign Countries, provided tnev 
.** were of noble blood and good fame h and 
" call'd thefc great perfons Knights of the Gol- 
ct den Fleece, to whom he appointed for perpe- 
tual Head, him that fhould be lawful Duke oi 
Burgundy, and be pofld&'d of the Seignory 
or Dominion of the Lovp Countries 3 limiting 

their number to twenty- four, in which y 
tc alfo to be comprehended the Head. And tor 
"all occafionsand ufes of the Order, he created 
" four honourable Officers, viz? * ChauceUof * a 
Trcafurer, a Secretary, and a King at Arni 
And for the eftablifhing and well reguhnn^ 
this Order he made notable Statutes ana 
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In an inftrumctit given into the States 



iJ ~" 1 16 < i by the Brabantins under the 

? tue whcrcin 5 th C 7 plead for their being ad- 
1 °aU * diftindt and Governing member of 
f "i? we are told that thofe of the -Bofcb 
th£ Srft that fhew'd their zeal for Religion 
r 0 en P r ach.ng, and that they arretted the 

ruSlor of Brabant and Lord of Peterfhetm 

Sng £m theGovernefs to hinder the fame 
for Sich feet they were ann. 1587 profenbd 
bv publick Proclamation 5 goo J as they 
thcmfelves being, upon the Prince of Oranges 
departure, fore d to abandon . the City and de- 
S the Land. From that time it was gncv- 
Sv opprefs'd by the Spaniards anc 1 J^ W to 
the vear 1 577, when it was refcu d by the Con- 
fer ftom the H.gh Dutch. Ann. xjT* 
his City fign'd the pacification of Gaunt and 

Jnd in |the year 15 7* embraced and pabliihcd 
Z Union made at Z«r*£. After the taking 
of Maeftricbt the ifo/fA likewifc fell into the 
hands of die Prince of Parma, and then was al- 
fo conftraind to depart with their 
fkmilicl, leaving all their goods behind them 
£ Ann. *6o% it was befieg d L h,r Prince Mau- 
we , but relieved by Archduke ^/Aer/. But 
in thevear 1629 it was after a tedious and dif- 
ficult fiege ( a full account whereof is given in 
HdrJius, and from him in Blaeu) yielded up 
to Henry Frederic Prince of Orange ; from which 
time it was not attacqu'd by any Enemy before 
thevear 16725 for then ( about the beginning 
of July) it was begirt by the French, but upon 
the Kings unexpected breaking up of xhcCam- 
M ne and departing for Frame before the latter 
end of that Month, Turrenne thought it expe- 
dient to quit the fiege of this place and march 
up higher into the Country. 

The chief Magiftrates of Bois-le-duc are two 
Prxtors, who arc generally pcrfons of Noble 
defcent, one of whom takes cogmfancc of Civil 
caufes as the other does of Criminal 5 tho either 
of them fometimcs has the power and executes 
the Office of the other. The Scabins, who 
were at firft feven, have the adminiftration ol 
juftice in Cafes of both kinds. This City has 
alfo its Confuls and Jurats, or Common-Coun- 
cil Men, in like manner as moft other Cities in 
thefe Countries ; concerning whom it is there- 
fore not at all requifite to enlarge in this place. 
But the Court of iuftice which is common to 
this with the reft of the Brabantin Cities under 
the Dutch, and to which all caufes are devolva- 
bie bv wav of appeal or revition, mull not be 
omitted. ' This Tribunal was inftituted at t ie 
Hague, where is its conftant refidence , in the 
year 1591, and it confifts of feven Senators, a 
Graphiarv ( as they term him ) a l rcalurer , 
and a Procurator General s and not only 
takes cognizance of caufes brought to it in 
the manner aforefaid, but hears and deter- 
mines concerning all matters of ^'^rt 
thorowout the Part of Brabant fubjedt to tnc 
Union. For the Learned Men of this place a- 
mong whom Gulielmus Enckevondius, a -Cardi- 
nal of the Roman Church, and Georgia Macro- 
Piius, Ptofcflor of the three Learned Languages 
are Famous beyond the reft ) the Reader may 
confult Blaeu , and the other often mention a 

*2&*r has a large JurifduStion coggg l^j^^^^^^Z 

handing Campin, Peeland, Mae/land, the ^diftncfc mor^ ^ ^ Fomficauons, and ^ 

of Ofierwyck, and the Towns of Helmont, am* <" 



River Aa, and is diftant from Eindhcve?i three 
Leagues 3 being remarkable in Guicciardins tim - 
for a fair Caftle. It gave birth to the Learned 
(as the fame Guicciardins (tiles him) Andreas 
Helmondanus 5 as did the adjoyning Village Beeck. 
( tho erroneoufly call'd by a late Writer a na- 
tive of Brujfels) to Goropius Becanus, a Phyfitian, 
and a Man of various Learning as fufficiently 
appears by his Writings, tho cenfur'd by fome 
as uncouth and exorbitant in their ftile. 

Eindhoven is a little Wali'd Town upon the 
Dommel^ above four Leagues or as one tclis us 
fix hours journy by Waggon from Bois-le-duc,, 
and is the chief place in the district of Can/pin. 
Its Chureh dedicated to Saint Cathar'm has a 
Colledge of Canons belonging to it. 

Megen gives title to an Earldom, tho there 
be little more to be faid of it but that it was in 
the time of Guicciardin a pretty handfom Town, 
enjoying a jurifdiction of good extent and 
{landing upon the left or weftern banck of the 
Mofe about three Leagues from Bois-le-duc. 

Raveftein as we alfo iearn from Guicciardin is a 
neat Town , defended by a good Caftle and 
pofTefs'd of a tolerably large jurisdiction, and 
ftanding upon the fame fide of the Mofe at the 
equal diftance of two Leagues ( tho this agrees 
not with die ordinary projeaion of our Maps 
and therefore muft be underftood of Leagues 
of the fmalleftdimenfion: and it is to be wiffct 
that our beft Geographers would fpeak more 
diftindlv and more intelligibly then they ufuaiiy 
do in things of this nature) between Megen 
and Grave. Its Walls were utterly ruin d ac- 
cording to the Articles of peace concluded be- 
tween Charles the fifth and the Duke ol Cleve 

Grave (cali'd ASoGraef) is fea ted I upon the 
left fide of the Mofe, at the diftance of two finall 
Leagues from Ravejlein and four large ones from 
the %fch, and by fituation as well as upon o- 
ther confiderations is become a place ot the 
-reateft moment and concern to thofe that are 
Jxiffcfc'd of it. In Grave is a Collegiate body 
of Canons, belonging to St Elizabeth- ana Ju, 
Town it felf, tho but finall, is faid to be one 
of the prettieft and moft pleafant, no kfs then 
ftrongeft and moft eahlv defended in thefe parts 
The Prince of Orange is Lord of Grave, by one 
of whofe Anccftors the Fee-Farm of it was pur- 
chased of the King of Spain ( *<> ^ 

fore a title to the Land of Cuyck by the mar 
ri Se rf fence William with the fole Dau^h ter 
S3 heir of Maximilian ot Egmond, Earl of B«- 
S?> wkh the confent of the States of Brabant 

miles long, ai d m contains 

%Z C tocS or feventeen Villages But to 
fome iixteen t . jc fcl Jt h 

C °T C low S^S^Caantrr about it confi- 
Jn - hi Jv of meadow and pailurage , tor 

^fon a -Cod Lxidy of Horfe have ge- 
Whl ^ boSTthetr Summer and Winter Quar- 
nerally both tne ^ a conll dcrable 

ters in this b which it is very much 

pats upon die & having0 ntiie ; other a 
llrCng Sarfc dvva> s full of water, which makes 
Tat aTc^rLcc^ble,that , way. It had 
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( the contrary o ^ od rcpa ir. But 
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v. m * crrrxt Horn-work well fecur d by a 
Svct'd f i J wHch relched to the very Gate ; 

Order tho then but newly made 5 as alio very 
?™ BuTwarks Notwithftanding this excel- 

the hands of the F/e«ffc the Garrifon ( for what 

«n f.^rrenderd to the Prince of 3 which 

^ US to the Coward.ce o^Governor 
who upon that account was condemd toloole 
his head. But an. 1 6 02 by the valour and con- 
duct of Prince Maurice it was after a fiege ot 
two months reduc d under the obedience of the 
Confederate States, and m fuhKcftion to them 
ic continued even to the forefaid fatal year 1*7* 5 
for then, as is abovefaid the French without any 
trouble or difficulty made themfelves mafters 
of this Citv, which was fome time after (wz. 
ann. 1674) yet more fttongly fortify. d, , and 
made their ftorehoufe where they lay d up all 
their Guns , Ammunition, provifion and plun- 
der , upon their quitting of the more remote 
conquer'd places 5 being oblig'd fo to do becaufe 
they were not able to convey them farther by 
reafon that the Dutch, Imperial and Spanijh tot- 
ces were already in the Field. In the month ot 
June an. i6 7A the Dutch a pply'd themfelves to 
the recovery of the Grave, which after a dole 
fiege of between three or four months, earn d 
on witli moft furious and continual afiaults, the 



Maes- 
tricht. 



defendants being brought to the eating of their 
Horfes, was yielded up , by exprefs command 
from their King, as the French fay, but as the 
others tell us out of meer neceffity 5 there being 
particularly a great breach made in the hidden 
wav by the fpringing of a Mine, whereby as 
weil as upon other accounts the Town was look'd 
upon to be no longer tenable. Towards the 
beginning of the fiege about thirty Barrels of 
Gunpowder had been accidentally blown up, 
by means whereof not only feveral houfes were 
ruin d, but the Caftle with its Bulwark greatly 
endammag'd. During the fiege no fewer then 
one hundred thoufand great (hot are faid to have 
been made on the one fide and the other ^ two 
thoufand of the defendants , and at leaft five 
thoufand of the AfTailants being {lain and wound- 
ed 5 notwithstanding which lofs this was look'd 
upon as fo happy and confiderable an acquifition 
by the States, that a folemn day of thankfgiving 
was appointed by them and celebrated with 
Sermons, and all ufual expreflions of an extra- 
ordinary joy. 

This City is Govern'd by its Amptman and 
Scout 5 with two Confuls or Burgomafters, fe- 
ven Scabins ( appointed yearly by the Prince of 
Orange upon the firft of January ) befides whom 
there are alfo eight Jurats or Common- Council 
Men, who are not conven d with the others but 
when a tax is to be rais d, or fome matter of the 
greateft and moft publick concern debated. The 
people of Grave enjoy, as we are told, very large 
immunities 3 being particularly exempt from 
moft kinds of Impoft thorowout the Provinces 

of Brabant, Holland, Geldre, Zealand, and Frize- 

Iand$ as alfo in feveral places of the neighbour- 
ing Countries. 

Maefiricbt is plac'd in Brabant by Guicciardin 

and other Writers of good account, and of late 
years being under the jurifdiclion of the Confe- 
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derate States, the account of it may moft pro- 
perly be given in this Quarter of the Province. 
To begin therefore with the name, it is (no 
doubt ) compounded of Maes and Trecht, and 
denotes a ferry or paffage upon the Maes or Mofe^ 
being, to diftinguifh it from Vtrecht, ternVd in 
Latin Trajeclum Superius, and Trajeclum ad Mo- 
fam. It is cut thorow not in the midft but on 
one* fide by the faid River, and that lefler part 
which lies towards Germany,, and is call'd the 
Wiick , is fubjcc~t to the Biftiop of Leige, who 
being content with the civil Government of the 
fame, has of latter years left both the leffer and 
greater divifion under the military cuftody of 
the Dutch, as before under that of the Spaniards. 
It was many years ago reckon'd to be fome 
four Englifh miles in circuit , but then was it 
not well peopl'd, a large fpacc of void ground 
being alfo contained within it, efpecially towards 
the walls 5 which afforded this advantage to the 
Garrifon in time of a fiege that it had thereby 
all requifite convenience of making retrench- 
ments. Maeftricht was obferv'd not many years 
fince to be fortify 'd with good works , befides 
a ftrong wall and Trench $ and it is to be noted 
that of late as well as in the Iafl Century accor- 
ding to the various fituation of the parts of the 
walls fo were the flanks, fome of a more ancient 
and others of a more modern form 5 and that one 
confiderable advantage to any beficger is the na- 
ture of the earth about the City, which being every 
where minable, is very commodious for the ma- 
king of Trenchcs,or what ever the neceffity of op- 
pugning requires. It was in the year 6 3 Gam- 
fon'd with thirty-one Companies of Foot and 
fix Troops of Horfe, and at that time the Ma- 
giftratcs were half Proteftants , half Romanifts, 
the greateft part of the Citizens being of the 
latter fort. There arc here, near twenty Cloi- 
fters or Monafteries of both Sexes 5 and they 
have all along had the public exercife of their 
Religious worlhip allow'd them. The King of 
Spain was formerly Canon of the Church ot 
St. Servatius in right of the Duke of Brabant- 
and in the fame Church are kept many fuppos d 
Rcliques, both of our bleffed Saviour and ot 
his Virgin Mother, as likewife of divers other 
Saints. In this Town are three Dutch Churches, 



anu wiie in common to the Englijb and French. 
The old Buildings of Maeftricht are like thole 
of the Bofch, but the place being fince the States 
were mafters of it exceedingly adyanc d in trade 
and riches, they were fome years before thelate 
War with France very intent upon Building 
many fair Brick- Houfes : a large Stadthoiue ot 
a fquare figurc,and rcfembling that otAmfterdam, 
which they had in hand at that time. Tfte 
ftpne Bridg which unites the two parts ot tms 
City , and confifts of nine Arches, is very re- 
markable as well for its beauty as ufcfulneis. 
But in what efteem this City is among its nei^n- 
bours we may learn from the Netherland 
ftorian who ( after his difcourfe of the fiege hi 
feventy-two of which briefly anon) lays con- 
cerning it. Thus that glorious and thorowout m 
World moft Famous fortification , the Bulwar^o] 
many States fell into the handsofthe F^ c ?;j*S 
and the Empire being in reaUity no lefs tntereflea 

therein then this State , who can now " 
fruit employ at home that great Garrifon wbic» j 
were forcd to hep fo far from ^ eh ^£% e Pr ince 

An. 1*579 Maeftricht was befieg d by weir 
of Parma, who met with very fturdy opig*g v 
for fome time* particularly in two mol : 
affauits, wherein the Spaniards were ^ P - g 
rcpulsU But the Defendants ac length do g 
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• 1 rnnt inual labour and toil, and heat of wca- 
T nm'te wearv'd, and not able to make good 
4^' fidTS Spaniards ftole over the Works, 
Wwhich 'wWdifficuIt thing) foonmafter- 
™t rhofc few who were pofted next unto them, 
"3 whom they found faft afleep, made way for 
r mlnv of their fellows, that in a Oiort fpace of 
f ° he City was abfolutely fubdu d, and being 
IS upon - taken by atTault ( tho the mhabx- 
Shs were at that time treating with the Spaniards) 

fuffefd fo much by {laughter and rapine, mat it 
Sas almoft wholly unpeopl'd, and not in a long 
Sile after reftor'd to its former condition. The 
manner and courfe of the fiege with the retaking 
^Maeftricht by the Prince of Orange in Auguft 
Z may be feen at large in Blaeu s Theatr. 

Vrb^ and'as for the late fiege » 7 , there 
has been a mil defcnption P ubh(h d of it in 
onnt yet will it not be improper in this place 
briefly to touch upon fome principal matters re- 
S to the fame. It was about the tenth of 
Wm the laft mention' d year that the Frenco 
dofdv begirt it, who within fome feven or dght 
SS"o open their Trenches, and by the 
£ter end of tha? month had taken all i dae Out- 
works, and were come to the omfidc of the. 
Moat and tho ( as one tells us ) they had nei- 
ther made any Galleries over the fame nor Mines 
under the Wall, yet were fo well prcpar d and 
in fo great a readinefs towards a ftorm, that 
all the To wnsmen and part of the Garrifon be- 
gan to mutiny againft the Governor, whom they 
had feveral times folicited to come to a Parly 
with the French King. He therefore at laft find- 
ing himfelf affaulted by a ftrong Enemy abroad 
and in a vet greater danger from another within 
the Walls, a feditious people 5 and considering 
that the Garrifon was fo far weak ned by con- 
tinual ftorms that ( befides the lofs of many 
brave Officers ) it was reduc d to two thirds ot 
its original number ( thofe that remain d being 
moreover tir'd with conftant labour and watch- 
ing, and fmall hopes of any relief appearing , ) 
fent to defrce a ceftation of Arms for fome time 
which was not only deny'd him, but the French 
King required to have the place deliver d up to 
his Mercv 5 tho that prudent Monarch finding 
he had fuch men to deal with as had death in 
the greateft contempt, and would much ratner 
ftand it out to the utmoft extremity, loon after 
granted them both honourable and advanta- 
geous terms, and had the City furtendrcd to 
him upon the fecond of July, the Garrifon mar- 
ching out with Baggage and compleat Arms to- 
wards the Bofch. The French pretend that thev 
had but t8oo men kill'd and 4000 wounded 
during this fiege; but their lofs muft certainly 
have been much greater, confident^ that in one 
fmgle attack half the Regiment of the Pa^» 
was cut off, befides a great number of 
whole behaviour in diis enterprize is too trcic m 
the memories of aU their neighbours to be tor- 
gotten, and was too valiant and brave to oe re- 
lated with aU its advantagious cn"^ 0 ! 1 * 1 "?^:^ 
an Engli/b Pen. Not long after the French Km 
put 1 500 Horfe and 6000 Foot into this O tv, 
demohfhing all the Works his Army had rau> a 
about it, and caufing the circnrnvallauon Ke- 
trenchments, Approaches , and Batteries to be 

^^^- ^Si Count of 



Liege or upon the Maes, he commanded the for- 
tifications of Tongeren and Mufeyck to be utter! v 
demolilVd. An. 1 6j6, the Prince of Orange with 
an Army of five or fix and thirty thouland men 
endeavour'd to recover Maeftricht in the fame 
manner as it had been loft. There had been 
then fix Baftions added to its fortifications, and 
there were in the place 4500 Foot, and no fewer 
then 2000 Horfe, befides 500 Dragoons 5 and 
yet this ftrong Garrifon at length appear'd to 
be much weakened by the continual affauits of 
the Befiegers, among whom ( for the fufpition 
of partiality ought not to ftifle fo notorious a 
truth) his Majefty of Great Britains Subjects 
did fufficiently fignalize their valour in feveral 
defperate attacks, and in taking divers Baftions 
and Outworks upon the greateft difadvantage. 
But Munfter and other x\llies failing in their pro- 
mised affiftance, and Marfhal Schomberg approach- 
ing with a powerful French Army, the Dutch 
thought it moft advifable to raife their Camp 
and depart h fo that Maeftricht came not again 
into their hands, till it was reftor'd by the Eighth 
Article of the Treaty of Peace concluded between 
them and the French at Nimeghen in the month 

of Auguft an. 167%. 

Cretecteur ( formerly call'd Fort Engelen, as 
fome tell us, tho the prefent Engelen ftands higher 
up, and almoft midway between this place : and 
the Bofch) is feated upon the mouth of the 
River Vommel, which taking its rife in Brabant, 
and having pafc'd thorow the City of Bots-k-Vuc, 
falls about a League from thence into the Moje, 
by the commanding of which River it has been 



Creve- 
c<£ur. 



ahvavs reckon'd a place of great advantage to 
the pbltetTors. The word fignines in French Heart- 
break ( being render d in Latin Cre^icordium) and 
thfs name was impos'd upon the P^e w he « 
taken bv the Confederates ( an. 1586 ) to denote 
me extraordinary forrow which the lofs thereof 
would occafion in the Spaniards ■ by whom un- 
d°r the conduct of the Admira of ^*8>"f 
was retaken an. i 599; tho.not long after dch- 
ver'd into the hands of Prince Maunce by the 
^urinous Garrifon. An. 167* " was taken by 

b y the oppofite party, 

?*? £ Holfo • y ""Ire ,hey much in haft 

SfJS £"^catL°?fi» by .h^ing <hc 

E %S r | IfoaUToSn'-ncar ,he Bufi. b». of B „„ t 

Boxtel is a becaufe t commands the 

vfry great ^tioui the waters all 

Sluces ^^. L o e u e r P ^ p ar cof the Country For 
over the neighbors P /; Turnhout, Bugle 

an f^%f^to7hcrnnvizWl tho priviledgd 
Walheim, ifc- and l otn ^ fmvc 

Towns of Brabant, the c 

ff^SJiSrf • are Sablc a Llon 

Or. 
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EC H LIN is recorded 
to have belong'd feve- 
ral Ages ago to the il- 
Iuftrious Family of the 
Bartholds, which being 
at length quite extinct, 
fharp wars enfu'd be- 
tween the neighbour- 
ing Princes concern- 
ing the Lordfhip of 
this City 5 but in the conclufion , the BiOiop 
of Liege and Earl of Geldre came to an accord, 
and the fame was divided between them, by 
whom it was jointly poftels d for a long time, 
*iz. tothevear 13333 for then they fold it with 
all its rights and pretenfions, to Lewis of Nruers 
Earl of Flanders, for the fum of three hundred 
thoufand Crowns. Hereupon followed great 
difcord and contention between the two neigh- 
bour Princes, the faid Lewis refufing to pay that 
homage to the Duke of Brabant, as Lord of the 
Soil, which was pretended to have been never 
deny'd him by the former poueflbrs of this City 5 
which difference was neverthelefs at length ami- 
cably compos'd by the marriage of Lewis of 
Malain with Margaret the fecond Daughter of 
John the third, Duke of the laft mention d Pro- 
vince 5 for tho fome difputes happen d after- 
wards upon the fame litigious point , yet did 
they in a fhort time vanifh and come to nothing, 
the coalition of the two contending Principali- 
ties proving the happy effect and confequence 
of the forefaid marriage. After this, Philip the 

Good of Burgundy did neverthelefs judg itrequi- 
fite to cut off Mechlin with its Territory from 
the other principal members of his Dominions, 
and to make it a diftinct and feparate Jurifdiction 3 
in which nature it has continu'd quite thorow 
the few fucceeding ages down to this prefent 
day 3 and the women of this fmall Lordfhip, 

when ready to lye in, have generally ever fince 
been convey 'd into Brabant, that fo their Iffue 
may enjoy the large priviled ges of that Province. 
Concerning the original of the name there is 
nothing of certainty to be met with in any Au- 
thor 5 but that which feems moft probable is 
( as Ortelius has obferv'd ) that the firft rudiments 
of this City were ( befides the Chappel of St. 
Bumbold ) only two or three Inns , or public 
Houfes, where thofe who travcll'd between Ant- 
werp and Brufels ( from each of which, as alfo 
from the City of Louvain it is diftant about four 
miles ) were wont to bait and rcfreih themfclves , 
and that from the Matter of one of thefc Inns, 
whofe name was Michael ( call'd by the Braban- 
tins Mac hie I ) and who being ( as we may fup- 
pofe) a jolly Holt and a boon Companion, be- 
came publickly known thorowout all the neigh- 
bouring Country , the place it felf took its de- 
nomination. Others tell us that the moft noted 
and mod frequented of thofe Inns had for its 
fign the Image of St. Michael the Archangel. 
But however it came by its name, Mechlin is 
certainly a place of great antiquity and may 
worthily be reckon d in the number of the prin- 
cipal Belgick Cities 3 enjoying a very temperate 
and hcakhy^Air, and being commodioufly feared 
in refpect of both the neceftaries and conveniences 
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of life. The River Dele runs thorow the midft 
of it, dividing the City into divers Iflands, -whj c h 
* are united in feveral places by means of a great 
number of Bridges 3 concerning which multiple 
city of Channels and winding currents it is judg'd 
queftionable by fome , whether they are to be 
in the grofs attributed to Art or nature. The 
Tide flowes up the River about a League above 
this City, which confifts in the main of Houfes 
very neatly built , and confiderable both for 
beauty and largenefs of ftructure ( the Streets be- 
ing alfo kept very cleanly) and is a place of con- 
fiderable ftrength, being fortify d with good walls, 
but much more defenfible by reafon of its own 
level fituation and the flatnefs of the adjoyning 
Country, which upon the approach of an Ene- 
my may prefendy be layd under water. It is 
divided into feven Parilhes, each of which ( as 
we are told ) is furnifh'd with a magnificent and 
ftately Church 3 that of St. Rumbold excelling all 
the reft tho not quite finiftfd fome years ago, 
at which time it was adorn d with a very high 
Tower, the top whereof afforded a full profpect 
of many Cities and Villages, and a large trad 
of a pleafant Country. It was made a Cathe- 
dral with a very large jurifdiction, at the new 
erection of Bilhopricks in the time of Philip the 
fecond, and the firft Prelate of this See was that 
great Statefman , ( tho much detefted by the 
Low-Country men ) Cardinal GranvilL A fhort, 
but very fignificant fentence upon the Tomb of 
one Janus Bernartius in this Church is taken 
notice of by Travellers 3 and confifts of thefe 

few words 5 fac quod velles fecijfe moriturus. A- 

mong the Monafteries or Religious Houfes of 
this place}, that of the Francifcans is principally 
commended 5 the fame being both for curious 
and ftately work as well as for the large extent 
of its ftructure , put in competition with the 
beft Buildings of that nature thorowout thefe 
Countries. That alfo belonging to the Nuns of 
St. Clara is efteem'd inferior to no habitation any 



where appertaining to that Order. 'The Magazine 
of this place was formerly ftor'd to admiration 
with all forts of military inftruments , and En- 
gins as well for Sea as Land Service, but ot 
late years it can boaft of no fuch thing 3 as it 
neither can of thofe Palaces which reeain their 
ancient names but nothing of their former ufc 
and fplendor 3 fuch as are , that call'd Cefars 
(famous in the time of Charles the fifth) and 
the others denominated from Hoogftraet, Najfaw* 
Egmond, Arenberg. Not far from Machlin'ma 
upon the way to Louvain was forty or fifty years 
ago fuch a Cherry Orchard as ( we are told ) 
was not to be match'd in any Country oi Europe. 
Hard by Mechlin was alfo in former Ages an 
enclos'd' piece of ground, with a great deal ot 
Building upon it, (deftroy'd in the Wars wjdi 
Spain by reafon of its neighbourhood to tnis 
City ) inhabited by above fifteen thoufand ot 
the Female Sex, who got their living by ^P 1 ?" 10 ,? 
and making Cloath, and were not fo far obUga 
by a vow of chaftity, but that they might go 
forth and marry when ever they pleasU Guic- 
ciardin tells us of a dreadful tempeft which hap- 
pen d at Mechlin in the month of Auguft dnn- 
1 ^4<£, in which the lightning gave fire to above 
two thoufand Barrels of powder kept in a 1 
er near the Sand-port , whereby not only 
faid Tower was fo entirely blown away tnat 
fcarce a ftone of it remaind upon die piac^ 
but all the water together with the n*n , t 
fccm'd half boil'd, was for above fix 
Daces together beaten out ot the City xJi ^ ^ 
'tho the fame were considerably broad ^ dCC ^ 
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all the Houfes that flood within three hundred 
paces, being moreover beaten quite down to the 
ground 5 wherefore it fecms ftrangc that but two 
hundred perfons fhould be kill'd outright and 
about fix hundred hurt and wounded by that 
terrible blow 3 the force whereof is alfo laid to 
have been fo great, that it fhook the ground in 
manner of a cqntinu'd Earthquake as far as Ant- 
werp and Bruffels* Guicciardin concludes his rela- 
tion of this great calamity with the ftory of a 
fellow who being fome three days after dug out 
of a Cellar that had been overwhelmed by the 
ruins of a Houfe, was found in a moft affrighted 
condition, and trembling and quaking ask'd as 
foon as he durft venture to fpeak, Whether the 
whole Heavens were not tumbFd down r 

Among the feventeen principal Companies 
of Tradesmen and Artificers theft fix have the 
precedence, and are of higheft efteem, the 
Bakers, Fifhmongers, Dyers, Tanners, Brewers, 
and Butchers 3 out of whom is an annual choice 
made of fix Scabins, which together with the 
like number taken out of the Nobility, consti- 
tute the fupreme Magiftracy of the City. But 
among all the Companies that of the Tanners 
is the moft numerous, taking up formerly one 
quarter of the Town, ( we are told by a late 
Traveller, that he obferv'd two or three entire 
flrccts inhabited by them ) and enjoying fuch 
priviledges, in relation to Hunting, Hawking, 
and the like, as are wont in moft Countries to 
be peculiar to the Nobility and perfons of the 
higheft quality. Mechlin alfo at this day excels 
in making of very fine Cloath, both Woollen 
and Linnen* and in cafting of great Guns and 
Bells. Here are (aid to have been formerly num- 
brcd above three thoufand Weavers 3 and no 
queftion but they were exceeding numerous 
when they had the boldnefs to rift up in Arms 
againft the whole body of the City 5 for which 
trayterous infolence they were afterwards by the 
Act- of the Senate depriv'd of feveral priviledges 
and immunities, whereupon there fuccccded a 
conftant decay in this Company both as to repu- 
tation and number, and yet does it retain fo 
much of its priftine power and grcatnefs, that 
it claims the firft place after the fix abovemen- 
tion'd Societies. The famous Chriftophorus Lon- 
gslius, if an Oration inftrted among his other 
writings and directed to the Senate of Mechlin 
be not fpurious, was a native of this City 5 and 
yet the great Erafmus makes no manner of fcruple 
to beftow him upon Schoonhoven in Holland. Rem-- 
hertus Dodonaeus, a noted Phyfitian, Mathemati- 
cian, and Herbalift was alfo born in this place 3 
^ ith many more learned perfons, for whom the 
curious may confult Trithemius, Guicciardin, and 

Blaeu. 

Tiie States of this Lordfhip confift of two mem- 
bers, one of which is made by the Magiftratcs 
and the other by the Representatives of the 
Common people. In Mechlin moreover is held 
the Kings great Council, inftitutcd by Charles 
the bold of Burgundy in the year 1473, at which 
time it confifted of thirty-five perfons, account- 
ing the Prince for one, befides whom there was 
the Chancellor, and another certain head of the 
Council (not nam'd by Guicciardin) with two 
l'refidents, four Knights, fix Matters of the Re- 
quefts, eight Ecclefiaftics and twelve Laymen, 
cither Doctors or Licentiates. But this Council 
vas afterwards new modell'd by Philip the firft 
of Spain, fo as to be made up of one Prcfidcnt, 
sixteen Senators, two Graphiaries, eight Secre- 
taries, and fome other inferior aftiftants. To 
this high Tribunal, before the revolt of feveral 

Netherlands. 



of thefe Countries; were Appeals brought from 
all parts of Flanders, out of Artois, Holland, Na- 
mur Luxemburg 5 from Middleburgm Zealand and 
Valenciennes in Hainault. Hither alfo were the 
Knights of the Golden Fleece cited in the firft 
mftance ( as the Lawyers term it ) and the fen- 
tencc of this Court is peremptory and decifive - 
altho fometimes a Revifion be granted. ' 

Of the ample Nunnery which in paft ages 
ftood upon the way to Antwerp, enough has 
been fpoken already 3 and when we have iuft 
taken notice of the large Village Hezft ( by fome 
calrd alfo Leeft ) which is feated upon eke top 
of an Hill, about two Leagues from Mechlin, 
within the jurifdiction of which Lordfhip it is 
comprehended, together with feven fmall Ham- 
lets ( fubje<5ted to Heifi both in Government and 
fituation ) there remains little more to be faid 
of this Territory ( excluding the Dutchy of 
Arefchot) which tho but very fmall compar'd 
with moft others, muft notwithstanding be rec- 

kon'd to make one of the feventeen Belgic Pro- 
vinces. 

The Town of Arefchot is fituate upon the Ri- 
ver Vemer, being diftant from Louvain and from 
Dieft three leagues, from Lire four, and from 
Mechlin as many, but thofe of the largeft dimen- 
fion. This place together with its Territory was 
no more then a Marquifate to the time of 
Charles the fifth, by whom it was rais'd to the 
dignity of a Dukedom 5 which was done rather 
out of particular kindnefs to the Lord thereof; 
and in confideration of the large pofleftions he en- 
joy'd in Hainault, then for the value and eftima- 
tion put upon this Seignory it felf. It has ne- 
verthelefs been a Lordfhip of great antiquity, 
belonging to the ancient and ill uftrious Family 
of the Croy's$ which tho long feated in thefe 
Countries came originally out of France. 



The Dutchy of Limburg. 




H E name of Limburg 
(which Province was 
part of the feat of the 
£ bur ones , and is fur- 
rounded by the Dut- 

chics of Brabant, Juli- 
ers, Lutzenburg, and the 
Bifhopric ot Liege ) 
is of no very great an- 
tiquity, the firft men- 
tion of it being found in certain manufcript An- 
nals of Geldre about the year 1050. It was at 
firft only an Earldom, but die Henries Emperors 
of the Houfe of Luxemburg , to gratifie their 
neighbours, erected it into a Dutchy ( tho fome 
tell us it was rais'd to that dignity by the Empe- 
ror Frederic Barbarofa about the year 11 72 ) by 
which Title it was poftefs'd for divers years by 
its proper Princes, together with the Dukedom 
of Lorrain. Henry the laft Duke of Limburg 
dying without iuue, this Principality came about 
the vear i2p3, by right of purchafe (and mar- 
riage as fome fay ) to John Duke of Brabant, wh o 
was neverthelefs compell'd to affert his Title by 
the Sword 5 which was effectually done by him 
in that memorable Battel near the Caftle of Wo- 
rancan, wherein his competitor the Earl of Geldre, 
as alfo the Archbifhop of Colen were taken pn- 
foners $ the Earl of Lutzgnburg and two or three 
of his Brothers in confederacy with the Geldrois, 

L 1 1 bein S 



NETHERLANDS. 



being flam upon the fpot: and from that time 
the Dutchv of Limburg has remain d in conltant 
fubjection to the Dukes of Brabant, to the Re- 
o-ifter or Archives of which Province kept al- 
wavs at Brufels , thofe of Limburg , Valkenburg 
and Dalem with the reft of the Ov&rmaes Corpo- 
rations have ever fince tranfmitted their appeals, 
whether of a civil or criminal nature, altho in 
all Eccleflaftical matters they are under the ju- 
rifdiction of the Eifhop ot Liege'. The Arms 
of this Province are Argent, a Lion bar rie of ten 

pieces, Or and Gules. 

The City of Limburg is feared upon a Rock 
which overlooks all the Country , and at the 
bottom whereof runs the River We [do (the 
courfe of which River is from thence to Liege, 
where it augments the waters of the Mqfe ) faid 
to abound with feveral forts of good fiih , a- 
mong which are Trouts, ufually fo large that 
they equal the fmalier iiz'd Salmon. This place 
tho it be neither confiderable for its bignefs (as 
couiifting only of one fhort Street) nor for its 
beauty ( the Buildings being all of Wood ) is 
neverthelefs of no fmall account for its ftrength 3 
for it is encompafs'd with a ftrong Wall and 
Trench , and the avenue to it, which is on the 
North fide, is very difficult, lying all along upon 
the edge of the Rock 3 from one fide whereof 
to the other the Gate of the Town, over which 
are the Governors Lodgings, fpreads it felf, and 
quice locks up and commands the paflage. The 
Garrifon of this City feventeen or eighten years 
as:o confided of about three hundred Soldiers, 
but at the time of its being lately ( viz* an. *6j$ ) 
befieg'd by the French Army under Marquifs Roch- 
[ort there were no fewer then two thoufand Sol- 
diers and five hundred Peafants , commanded 
by Prince John Francis of Naffaw, in the place 3 
which was defended for fome time with great 
courage and refolution, altho much incommo- 
ded by reafonof two eminences, or rifing pieces 
of ground, upon which ( notwithstanding the 
ordinary praife given its fituation ) the Enemy 
rais'd two or three Batteries, from whence they 
play'd fo fariouGy with their Canon, that the 
windows in Liege and Aix la Cbapelle were ob- 
ferv'd to be fhaken thereby. Nor were the de- 
fendants behind hand with them in the free re- 
turn of their great (hot , one of which carry 'd 
away the top of Rachfirts Tent, and two others 
fwept the board and broke feveral Glaffes , 
wounding fome Officers that flood by him, as 
he fate at table. The Governor of the Town, 
tho fenfible of the danger the place was in of 
being carry 'd by force through the violent and 
frequent affaults of the French, refolv'd at firft 
rather to endure the ucmoft extremity then fur- 
render the fame, being particularly encourag'd 
thereunto by the approach of the Prince of 0- 
ra?ige to his relief, but the Enemy for the fame 
reafon redoubling the fury of their attacks, and 
calling in the Peafants of Franchimont to the 
fpeedy finifhing of all their works, he found it 
reqmfite to come to a capitulation 5 and the 
City was yielded up upon fuch honourable terms 
as are ufually granted bv the couragious to the 
brave and valiant. At leaft three thoufand of 
tne French are faid to have been, flain in this 

j°? S a tnoufand of whom fell in one afTauIt 
and fix hundred in another) about two thou- 
fand more of them being wounded. Of the 
Garrifon not above five hundred were loft du- 
ring the liege. 




and particularly abounding in good pa{W 
grounds , ( cfpecially towards the Village Her 
vc) upon which are kept great heards of Cattle 
of the milk whereof are made thofe large and 
delicious Limburg Cheefes, much valued by fuch 
as have eaten of them. The foil alfo bears 
very white and ponderous Wheat 5 and is efpe- 
cialiy happy in the production of a greater num- 
ber of the beft Medicinal hearbs, then is ordi- 
narily met with elfewhere. Nor is Barly want- 
ing here in good plenty, of which the inhabi- 
tants make a ftrong fort of Beer which ferves 
them inftead of Wine 3 and whereof they are 
reported to drink fo freely that fome fuppofe 
them to outdo both their right and left-hand 
neighbours, the High Dutch and the Low 5 nav 
we are told that when they fet briskly to it at 
their Feafts and merry-makings, the Servants 
are fcarce able to fill the Jugs and Tankards as 
fait as the Matters empty them. The Land of 
Limburg yields alfo great quantities of Iron and 
Lead Ore, whereby thole who have any (hare 
or intercft in the Mines are exceedingly enrich'd. 
There are moreover in this Territory feveral 
pits of good Coal, and one of lapis Calanzinaris, 
or the Cadmia of ^liny (as moft account it) 
befides divers Quarries of white, black, difco- 
lou/d and curioufly fpeckl'd Marble, which 
tho it ferv's for feveral other ufes, is efpecially 
employ 'd in adorning of the Cornices, Chimny- 

pieces, and other parts of the nobleft and mod 
fumptuous Buildings. 

There are many large and handfome Villages 
in this Province , but thofe two of Ztpen and 
Herve (which may very well contend with to- 
lerable Cities) exceed all the reft 3 being inha- 
bited by wealthy Merchants , whofe principal 
Commodities are Cloath and Nails , vended 
conftantly by them to the gr eaten: advantage 
at the two annual fairs,or grand Marts,of Franckr 
[urt. About a mile from Limburg ftands a no- 
ble and ancient Monaftery , belonging to the 
Order of the Ciftertians , founded by Duke 
Henry the fecond , whofe bones are faid there 
to be repofited in a ft one Coffin. 

About two miles from the City of Limburg 
and within this Province tho under theBifhop 
of Liege, ( from which City it is diftant about 
feven hours travelling ) and plac'd by fome in 
Lutzenburg, lies the Span? , being feated in the 
Ioweft part of a valley encompafs'd on all fides 
with Hills, and to the North-ward with fteep 
Mountains 5 fo that this flat bottom is quickly 
overflown, nay fome parts of it almoft drown a 
upon a fmart and fudden rain. It is a pleafant 
little wall'd Town (tho accounted but a Vil- 
lage ) indifferently well built for a place fo re- 
mote from commerce 3 inftead of which the in- 
habitants reap no fmall benefit from the great 
number of ftrangers, that in the Summer tinie 
repair hither from all Countries to drink the 
Medicinal waters 3 upon the account of which 
it is Iook'd upon as priviledg'd and under the 
protection of all the neighbouring Princes, who 
in the hotteft War would count it very dilho- 
nourable to invade or moleft a place which by 
vertue of its Mineral fprings is fo beneficial to 
mankind. Thcfe waters are not only drunk 
upon the place, but are. alfo feal'd up in botcJes 
and fent into the remoteft parts of Europe. A- 
bout twelve or thirteen years ago a houfekeep^ 
in tliis Town who was wont to fend the waters 
as far as Sarago[a in Spain, had at the fame urne 
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froft in Winter, at which times the water is 
ftrongeft, fparkling, and brisk. The chief of 
chefs Medicinal fprings are. 1. Geronfter, which 
is in the middle of a thick Wood , about an 
Efftrlijb mile and a half Southward of the Spaw 5 
and is the flrongefl of any, being built round 
with Stone, and covered over with a Pavilion or 
Canopy fupported by four handfome pillars, 
built likewife of Stone. This Fountain fmells 
Ycrv ftrong of Brimftone, and caufes vomiting 
jn many perfons, yet paffcs only by Urine (as 
they all do ) and ftrikes a purple with nutgalls 
more enclining to red then that which is pro- 
duced in like manner by the waters of Trmbridge. 
The fediment is of a light blew in the Fountain, 
but of a dark dirty red every where elfe. 2. Saw 
verJr, or Saviniere ( as fome call it ) is about as 
jar from the Spaw to the Eaftward 3 the waters 
thereof are not fo ftrong as the former, and are 
in the fountain cover'd over head with a kind 
of a Tower. 3. Tonnelet arifes in a Meadow, 
about midway towards Sauvenir. Henricus ab 
Beers in his Spadacrene ( where the Reader may 
find a more full and particular account of thefe 
Springs, with their medicinal ufe and vertue ) 
fays, that the waters of this Fountain are more 
nitrous then any of the reft, and caufe fuch a 
coldnefs in the mouth and ftomach that few can 
dnalc of them. 4. Pohunt lies in the middle of 
the Town, and from hence all the Spaw waters 
convey *d into diftanc places and Countries are 
drawn, except thofe of fome other particular 
Spring be exprefly fent for. This Fountain has 
been beautified with a handfom ft one-work by 
the Bishop of Liege (Lord as is abovefaid of the 
Town ) with this Infcription over it, Sanitati 
Sacrum 5 and thefe Verfes alfo engraven upon the 
fame work : 

ObftruRum re[erat, durum terit^ humida [iccat? 
Debi/e [ortificat 3 ft tamen arte bibas. 

Guicciardin mentions only Nicolaus Wejlenradius, 
vho was born in the neighbourhood of Lim- 
lurg, and came to be Canon, Archdeacon, and 
Chancellor of Liege 5 but the curious Reader 
anay find in Blaeu at leaft the names of feveral 
others, accounted men of great worth and learn- 
ing, and cfpecial ornaments to this Province 

Valkenburg cali'd alfo Fauquemont ( in Latin 
Falcoburgum ) is three large leagues diftant from 
Aix la Cbappelle? and about two fmall ones from 
Maeftricht. It was in former Ages taken by 
John Duke of Brabant from Remold the Lord of 
it, a man of a reftlcfs and turbulent fpint, by 
vhom Maeftricbt and the neighbouring Coun- 
try were continually infefted3 but at prefent it 
belongs to the Bifhop of Liege, tho beyond dif- 
pute within the Dukedom of Limburg. The 
Town it felf is large, and indifferent neatly 
built, as well as tolerably fortify 'd 5 but the Ca- 
ttle which ftands above it upon a fteep Rock, is 
a place of more then ordinary ftrength, being 
inacceffible and impregnable to an Enemy that 
brings not Canon along with him 3 and yet upon 
the news of fome French Forces marching to- 
wards it in 1672 the Garrifon whereby it was at 
that time held for the Dutch, thought fit to quit 
it, and retire to Maeftricbt. There are faid to 
be in this Caftle certain caves of fo prodigeous 
^ bignefs that a whole Army may be hid in 
them. Being thus fallen into the hands ot the 
French its works were enlarg'd, and it was made 

much ftronger before the end of Summer 3 but 
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in December the fame year it was furrrendcr'd to 
the Dutch (by whom the fortifications were 
immediately demolifh'd ) after it had been cou- 
ragioufly affaulted by fome of their Forces fent 
from Maeflrzcbt, and {hot againft without inter- 
mifTion for the fpace of two nights and one day 
by (even Demiculveris. 

Nouvegne, or Navag?ie, is feated a little above 
Maeftricbt, juft where the Bervine runs into the 
Mo[e. It was an extraordinary ftrong hold when 
attack'd by the French in 1674, to whom it 
made very flout refiftance till news came of the 
Prince of Condes approach with his whole Army 5 
for then it capitulated and was furrendred upon 
good terms. The French at firft fet about ad- 
ding to its fortifications, as judging it a conve- 
nient place from whence to make their depreda- 
tory incurfions,but finding upon fecond thoughts 
what prejudice it might do to Maeftricbt (at that 
time in their hands ) if taken by an enemy, they 
with much pains and charge in the months of 
June and July the fame year caus'd moft of its 
Works to be utterly demolifh'd ( fo turning, as 
the Netberland Hiftorian phrafes it, that flately 
Fortification into a defolate heap ) and what was 
left remaining of them we find afterwards ( viz- 
an. 1675) wholly rukfd by fix thoufand men 
fent for that purpofe from the French King, who 
had a little before difpatch'd an Army to befiege 

Limburg, 

Dalem is a fhiall Town, but defended ( in 
Guicciardins time ) by a very ftrong Caftle 5 being 
diftant- from Aix la Chappelle 3 large leagues, and 
2 of the fame meafure from Liege. It gives title 
to an Earl, and has within its jurifdiction feveral 
Villages with fome part of the Overmaes Country. 
Henry the fecond Duke of Brabant added it to 
his other Dominions. 

Rode le Due ( cali'd alfo Rolduc and by the Dutch 
Hertogen Rode, and in Latin Roda Duels ) is alfo 
a neat little Town with an ancient Caifle. It as 
feated as Guicciardin tells us about a league from 
Volkenburgh, tho according to the projection of 
our Maps it is farther diftant from thence then 
Dalem from Liege, which two places the fame 
Guicciardin makes to be two large leagues afun- 
der. Rolduc is the fourth of the Overmaes fmall 
Diftricl:s,which exercife fupreme jurifdiclion with- 
in their refpedtive precincts 3 but fo that there 

lies an Appeal to the Chancery of Brabant. 

Campen lies between the Lands of Juliers and 
Colen, about two Leagues from the Rhine-, and 
is a fpatious Village, not inferior for extent to a 
fmall Town 3 being alfo made more remarkable 
by its Collegiate Church, and the annual Fairs 
held in it. It is alfo provided of a ftrong Caftle, 
able to receive and repel the affaults of an enemy 5 
and has fuch a Territory belonging to it as ren- 
ders the whole a Lordfhip of no mean confide- 
ration. Being obferv'd to be conveniently feated 
in refpect of the other Overmaes Countries be- 
longing to Brabant, it was purchas'd of its proper 
Lord for a fum of money by one of the Johns 
Dukes of that Province, under whom it was ever 
after kept in fubjedtion by a good Garrifon and 
a particular Governor. . , 

Of the States of Limburg little more is to be 
faid but that they confift of the chief Prelats, 
the Nobihtv and the Judges or Juftices ot their 
Courts of judicature 5 fo that this differs not a 
little in its compofure from moft, if not all, the 
grand Affcmblies of the like nature thorowout 
the Seventeen Provinces. 
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The Dutchy of Luxemburg. 




VXEMBVRG lies be- 
tween Namur-i Lorrain, 
and the Bilhop of Liege, 
the Mofelle with the 
Bilhopric of Triers, the 
Moje and part of the 
Foreft of Ardenne 5 a 
good part of which 
Foreft is comprehended 
within this Province. 
Guicciardin divides the whole into the Diftridfcs 
of Arduenne and Mofelle 3 the fir ft of which is fub- 
divided by him into Famenne and Eifalia 5 but 
the more common and general diftribution of 
Lutzenberg is into the two larger Territories Fa- 
menne and Arduenne. The foil of the former is 
indifferently fertil , and yields good ftore of 
Corn with fome Wine 3 the bo wells of the earth 
affording moreover good Stone and other Fof- 
fils. The other part , which lies towards the 
Mofe and France is more Woody and Barren 3 
and bears no great matter of grain, but com- 
penfatcs the want thereof with a plentiful va- 
riety of feveral forts of Vcnifon. The language 
is not one and the fame in all parts of this Coun- 
try, for thofe that are nearer Germany, as the 
inhabitants of Arlun^ Rcdemacheren, Theonuille, 
and the Metropolis it felf, (peak Dutch or Teuto- 
nic^ but in Mont me dy, Marville, Damvillers and 
other places bordering upon France, the fpecch 
in common ufe is a broken and corrupt French : 
in confideration whereof the ordinary pleadings 
held before the Grand Council at Lutzenburg 
are made in both Languages 3 each of which 
is fpoken in its purity and perfection by their 
Nobility and Gentry, of which two ranks ( not 
fo much diminifa'd by the Wars in this Dutchy 
as thorowout the reft of the Netherlands ) there 
are more in this then any other of the Low- 
Country Provinces. Nor (hall you eafily meet 
elfewhere with perfons of Quality more cour- 
teous and hofpitable , faithful and coura- 
gious 3 or whofe breafts are fill'd with more ver- 
tue, or a more generous simulation in what- 
foever is truly brave and praife worthy 3 yet are 
they condemn'd for the feverity exercis'd over 
their fubjecis and Tenants, who (much differ- 
ing in this refpect from the reft of the Nether- 
landers) live in perfect VafTalage under them, 
and cannot brag of a jot kinder Matters or bet- 
ter Landlords then the poor Peafants of France. 
Philip Clwver, tells us that this Dutchy has no- 
thing very remarkable, or of any confiderable 
fame in it, befides the Metropolis 3 the fame 
being alfo a Town of no fplendor or beauty, 
tho its fituation has render d it a place of tolera- 
ble ftrength. Yet are both the Province and City 
allow'd a fairer character by others, who may 
reafonably think that he had conceived fome 
prejudice againft this Country, and was refolv'd 
to make it appear of as fmall efteem and value as 
poflibly he could, fince he thought fit to omit 
all mention of Tbeonville , a Town become 
fufhcientlv memorable by the fnarc it has had in 
the Revolutions of thefe latter Ages. 

This Province contains in circuit fome feventy 
Leagues of the fecond rate, that is about two 
hunder'd Italian mjles 5 comprehending twenty 

or more, wall'd and forcify'd Towns 3 and (ac- 



cording to the ordinary computation ) between 
eleven and twelve hundred Burroughs and Vil- 
lages. The names of its principal Cities , arc 

Lutzenburg, Arlun, Rodemachren, Theonville, Grave- 
machren, Koningmachren, Dichrich, Vireton, Ejfer- 
were, Viandale, Baftenac, Montmedy, Neufchafteau* 
Danviller, Marville, Roch en Ardenne, Durby, St. Vit 
Marche and Sleide. This Dutchy contains alfo 
in it feven Earldoms, a great number of Baro- 
nies, and yet a greater of inferior feignories, the 
Lords whereof have far larger jurifdidtion over 
their Vaffals then in any other of the Belgk\ 
Territories. The Provincial Eftates are con- 
ftituted by the fupreme Ecclefiafticks, or Pre- 
lats 3 the Lay-Nobles 5 and the principal Citi- 
zens. 

The City of Lutzenburg, or Luxenburg ( term'd 
in Latin Lutzenburgum , Luxenburgum and Lu- 
cemburgum ) is taken by Guicciardin and others 
more modern to be the Augufta Romanduorum of 
Ptolomy, tho fome will have it to be his Augufta 
Veromanduorum , and yet that City is generally 
fuppos'd to be Vermandois in Picardy. The truth 
is as for the Romandui and their ancient feat, the 
difcovery of them muft be left to fome perfon 
of more then common fagacity 5 but the pre- 
fcnt name is with good probali ty conje&ur'd 
to have been impos'd, upon account of the fpe- 
cial worlhip paid in this place to the image of 
the Sun the Great enlightner of the World 3 
from whence fome will have it originally call'd 
Lucisburgum 5 and for confirmation of their o- 
pinion,inftance in divers other Cities of the Coun- 
try denominated from the principal Gods of 
the Gentils 5 as particularly Marche from Mars, 
Arlon from the Altar of the Moon (fuppofing 
it tcrm'd at firft Ara Lun<e ) and Jvois from the 
oblique cafes of Jupiter. But things of this 
nature cannot well be either proved or refuted 3 
to proceed therefore to matters of greater cer- 
tainty, we are informed by credible Hiftorians 
that in the time of Otho the Great there was 
nothing upon the plat of the prcfent Metropo- 
lis of the Province , but a Caftle built by Sigi- 
fridus or according to others by Gilbertus, ( Son 
of Ricuinus Arduennenfis , famous in the Annals 

of former Ages) who having obtained part of 
this Country from the Abbot of St. Maximus of 
Treeves, and w 7 ith confent of Bruno Duke of Lor- 

rain, Brother of the faid Otho> enlarged his Ter- 
ritory, became the firft Founder of the Earldom 
of Lutzenburg. After that Wenceflaus , Brother 
to John of Lutzenburg, by authority of the Em- 
peror Charles the Fourth ( whofe Uncle he was ) 
raised it into a Dukedom. Upon the death of 
this Wenceflaus the Scignoxy of Lutzenburg def- 
cended to the iffue of the faid Emperor ( elder 
Brother of Wenceflaus according to fome ) whofc 
Sons Wencejlaus and Sigifmond enjoy'd it fuccef 
lively 3 the latter of them beftowingit at length 
upon his Niece Elizabeth, to render her a fit 

match for Antony of Burgundy, Duke of Brabant. 

Some fay that (he having no Children cither by 
this Antony^ or after his death by John the third 
Earl of Hainault, Holland tec. transferr d her in- 
tereft in this Province to Philip the Good, Duke 
of Burgundy. Yet did there great contention 
and hot difputes arife afterwards concerning the 
true title to this principality , till fuch time as 
Charles the Bold tranfaclred with Isabella, the 
Wife of Cafimir King of Poland, the only re- 
maining Heir of the Emperor Sigifmund; and 
that a fumm of mony being payd her in conii- 
deration and acknowledgement of her right , 
there was an end put to all difputes 3 this Duke- 
dom continuing ever after firmly annex'd to the 
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other poflcffions of the houfe of Burgundy. 

Lutzenburg is commodioufly fcated in refpect 
of ftrength $ the beft part of it (landing on the 
t0 p of an Hill, and being furrounded and made 
very dcfenfiblc bygood Walls and other proper 
fortifications. The old Town ( where are to 
be feen the ruins of an ancient Monaftery and 
which was in former times a large and well built 
City, but has been much impair'd by the fre- 
quent Wars of thefe latter Ages 5 the Citizens 
being thereby fo far poveriuYd that they have 
not been able to reftore it to its priftine condi- 
tion) is now only the Suburbs to the new 5 the 
former fituation being upon a level and flat 
bottom, and fo abfolutcly commanded by the 
Hill (upon which the main of the City now 
ftands) that it was by no means capable of 
holding out againft the modern way of affaults 
fmcc the invention of great Guns. In the new 
Town are only two fprings, and they are fo very 
deep in the Earth that they arc feldom ufed, 
and tho there are large Citterns wherein rain- 
water is gather *d and kept for the ufe of the in- 
habitants , yet do their Maid-fervants ufually 
two or three times a day fill their pails or buckets 
at the River Alizunt, which runs at a good di- 
ftance along the foot of the Hill; which is ac- 
counted fo great a piece of drudgery that it is 
become proverbial thorowout the Country to 
call them the AflTes of Lutzenburg. The prefent 
City is faid to be indifferently ftor'd with Stone 
Buildings 5 and in it is a Cloyfter of Francifcans, 
pretended to have been founded in the life time 
of St. Francis 3 which they fay is fufficicntly evi- 
dence! by the date of feveral Epitaphs mil ex- 
ftant in the Monaftery 5 behind the high Altar 
whereof was, fome years fince, {hewn the body 
of John King of Bohemia, call'd John of Luxen- 
burg, Son to the Emperor Henr. the feventh and 
Father of Charles the fourth. It was kept in a 
Wooden Coffin, and remain'd very found and 
entire , being fuppos'd to have been remov'd 
hither from the old abovemen tiond Monaftery 
when the fame happened to be deftroy'd by 
fire. 

This City has fufFerd much by the injuries 
of War 5 particularly it was taken and plunder'd 
by the French, under the command of the Duke 
of Orleans, an. 15425 as alfo the year following 
by the fame Enemy. Ann. 1552 the whole 
Country was laid wafte and defolate by the Ar- 
my of Henry the fecond of France, led into Ger- 
many againft Charles the fifth : nor was it ever 
more barbaroufly pillag'd and harrafs'd then 
fince the late invaflon of the Dutch Netherlands 
by the fame Nation 5 and that efpecially in the 
months of July and Augufi an. 1673. For an 
account of the ftatelv and mod pleafant Palace 
of Mansfield , fcated' not far from the City of 
Luxenburg, and exceedingly well furnifh'd with a 
great number of ancient Monuments, a good 
part of which were brought from the Town of 
Arlun, in the fame Province, the Reader may 
have recourfe to Blaeus Tbeatr. Vrbium. 

Arlun ( Arlutium ) fuppos'd as is abovefaid , 
to be fo denominated from Ara Lunce, is about 
four Leagues from Lutzenburg and fix from 
Montmedy. It had been a neat and handfom 
Town but was much endammag'd by the cala- 
mities of War before Guicciardins time 5 tho it 
^as then in a fair way of having its lofles gra- 
dually repair d, retaining ftill the ancient dignity 
and title of a Marquifate. 

The Dutch of Mofelle ( fo denominated from 
Jts lying along thecourfeof that River between 

Met^ and Triers ) was a principality of no mean 
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account for the fpace of five hundred and twer- 
tv y^ rs > an ^ J oft its name upon the erecting of 
theCaftle of Bar 5 Frederic the Founder thereof 
ordering that the whole Country (hould from 
thence receive a new appellation. But the faid 
Dutchy has in procefs of time been divided in- 
to divers lefter principalities, or diftin<5b porti- 
ons, in fubjedtion to feveral Lords or Princes: 
for the neighbouring part of it as far as Marenge 
came to be under the Bilhop of Met 2^ all that 
lies from thence as far as Koningmachren, or Kings- 
machren, belonging to the Dukes of Lutzenburg, 
whofe Territory reach'd beyond Grave??zachren 
as far as the Village Tgell, whereabout begins 
the Jur Miction of Triers 5 the remainder of the 
whole appertaining to the Duke of Lorrain in • 
right of the Earls of Bar. 

The noble principality of Arduenne is fuppos'd 
to have been erected in the time of the Mero- 
vingij, the firft Royal Family of the Fran/<s 5 and 
to have been governed originally by feveral 
brave Princes defcended from Clodion firnam'd 
the Hairy, the fecond Monarch of that Nation. 
This Country containing much of a barren foil 
and being covcr'd at firft with Woods and 
Thickets (by which no fmall portion of it is 
pofiefs'd to this very day ) was brought at length 
by conflant labour and cultivation to produce 
all the neceffaries of life in tolerable plenty. 

The Earldom of Chyny is taken by (bme to 
have been originally a Fief of the Dukedom of 
Barry, but the only, or at leaft the main thing 
on which they ground this opinion being the 
agreement of their Arms ( which yet differ as 
much as three Trouts in a Field Or, do from 
as many Barbels in a Field Azure ) the fame is 
defervedly rejected by others, and reckon d in 
the number of precarious after tions. The City 
of Chyny is dift ant from Lutzenburg about twelve 
Leagues, and was formerly a place of great ac- 
count, but being involved in the fame calami- 
ties with the reft of this Country, it was much 
impair'd in the Wars between France and the 
Empire, and was a long time dem'tute of Walls 
even before the revolt of the Netherlands from 
Spain 5 neither does its condition appear to have 
been much amended fince, altho it retains the 
title of an Earldom, with an ample jurisdiction 
over certain Towns and Villages 5 in the exer- 
cife whereof it acts feparatcly from the Dutchy 
of Lutzenburg , and is as peremptory and in- 
dependent in the decifion of Caufes as the Pro- 
vince it felfs the fupreme adminiftrators ot 
juftice within both the Verges being made co- 
ordinate in their publick ftiles, and term'd The 
Governor Trefident a?id Senators of the Council of 
the Dutchy of Luxenburg, and of the Earldom of 
Chyny. 

The Earldom of Roufy , formerly call'd the 
Earldom of St. Paul, lyes about midway be- 
tween Luxenburg and Theonville 5 of which little 
memorable occurs befides the Knight-errant 
ftory which contains the occafion of the modern 
name, and tells us of a certain Ruffian that ar- 
riving in thefe parts made love to, and at length 
obtain d in marriage,the fole Heircfs of the Lord- 

fhip. 

La Roche en Ardenne is a pretty htdc Town , 
fituate at the diftance of about twelve Leagues 
from Luxenburg, and taking its name from the 
Rock upon which it ftands. It gives denomi- 
nation to an Earldom, made fuch by the ancient 
Kings of France , the Territory whercor is ex- 
tended for feveral miles together, and formerly 
comprehended divers Lordlhips held in fee 01 
the fame Kings 5 tho the foil or cac Country be 
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generally poor and barren, fo that the inhabi- 
fants are Sblig d to ufe extraordinary care and 
nduftry, in order to the obtaining of Corn and 
provender, and other neceffaries for themfclyes 
£d their Cattle. The principal way m which 
thev better and improve their ground feems 
much the fame with that which we call Vevon- 
tiring of lard, and this is done by breaking ic 
up vih a ftrong Team of Horfes, then plough- 
ing k crofs, and afterwards tearing off the 
biShcs, brambles, and heath with a great har- 
row, and burning the fame, placd in feveral 
heaps at a convenient diftance, together with 
the turf of the foil. Some objeA that thorn 
this manner the land becomes better for a while, 
yet it proves much worfe after about the {pace 
of three rears 5 but good husbandmen affirm 
the contrary, affuring us that with the addition 
of a tolerable proportion of dung. Lime or 
Marie the moft heathy and unfruitful ground 
will be made fertil for feveral years 3 and indeed 
the fire feems to do two things mainly condu- 
cing thereto, which are firft the totally deftroy- 
ingcf whatever cumber d the earth before, and 
fcTprocuring a clear foil for fuch grain as the 
husbandman (ball think fit to commit to ic 5 
and fecondly the fixation of the falts of thofe 
vegetables which grew upon the Land, and 
which (with an indirrerency to all fpecies's ) 
muft exceedingly contribute to the cherifhing 
and enlivening of any Seed wherewith it (hall be 
lodg'd in the fame mould. Nevertheleis the 
fancy of this ancient Forrefts taking the deno- 
mination of Arduenne ab Ardendo ( that is the 
earths being burnt in the forefaid manner to 
make it fruitful ) favors more of the pedant then 
judicious Philologift. But the hard fare and 
continual labour to which the fterility of the 
foil obliges them, do no doubt render the in- 
habitants both longer liv'd and of more robuft 
conftiturions then moft of their neighbours. 
Concerning the Town of la Roche we are more- 
over told that it was the place where the firft 
Kings of France ( whofe dominions included the 
belt part of Ardenne) made their ufual abode, 
as often as the Princely diverfion of hunting 
drew them into this fpacious Foreft : and where 
the Governor of the Country, appointed by 
them, and term'd the Grand Huntfman , con- 
ftantly refided. The people (hew ftrangers a 
hollow dent in- the Rock , call'd King Pepins 
chair, becaufe as they fay he was not only wont 
to reft hirnfelf there upon occafion, but often- 
times gave audience from thence to his fubjec5ts 
of the Country, reforting to him for juitice. 

Durbuy is fuch another middle rate Town as 
la Roche, being in like manner ( according to 
Guicciardin) feared at the diftance of twelve 
Leagues from the City of Lutzenburg. This 
place gives alfb a title to an Earldom, and was in 
former Ages a diftinct dominion under its pro- 
per fupremc Lord 3 by whom it was indepen- 
dently govern'd before it came to be brought 
into fubjedtion to the Dukes of Luxenburg. 

Maruille is the Capital Town of a Lordftiip, 
and is feated as we are inform'd by Guicciardin 
about twelve Leagues from Lutzenburg upon 
the River Chier. It is divided as to the point of 
fubjedtion between the Kings of Spain and 
Dukes of Lurraiu , being for that reafon call'd 
the common Town. 

In this Province are alfb the Lordfhip of Aran- 
cy and Reyderfchied$ the Earldom of Urfimont 
near Mazjers, and towards the borders of France 
( crrcneoufly fuppos'd by fomc to be only a 
limple Lordfhip and a Fief of die Earldom of 



Chyny ) the ancient Earldom of Salme, and the 
noble and Rich one of Manderfcheid • which 
laft is feated in the Eiffian^ or Eiffalian pare cf 
this Dutchy, and is adorned and guarded by a 
Caftle of great ftrength. 

The ancient and noble Caftle and Earldom 
of Vimenburg, lying towards the Territory of 
Treeves , did formerly belong to the Earls of 
Manderfcheid, to whomfupreme jurifdiction over 
the fame did belong to the year 1270, at which 
time it was for a good fum of money made a 
Fee of the Dutchy of Luxenburg. It is faid to 
have been originally call'd Vierherr en- burgh, that 
is the Caftle of four Lords 3 from one of its pri- 
mitive Earl's dividing it as an inheritance between 
fo many of his Sons. 

Concerning the time when Vianden was erected 
into an Earldom, as alfo concerning thofe who 
were the firft pofteflbrs of it under that title, 
nothing can be pofttively affirm' d 3 only it feems 
to have been a Dominion of considerable anti- 
quity, mention being met with in old Annals 
of one Rancher ; a Monk, and fon of the Earl of 
Vianden, about the year 928. The Town of 
Vianden is feated upon the fmall River Our, about 
fix leagues from Luxenburg 3 and is fuppos'd to 
have taken its name from an ancient Caftle (the 
firft Edifice upon the place, and fomc ages ago 
poflefs'd by the Knights Templars ) erected by 
the Vandals about the year 883 (at which time 
they and the Normans appear to have miferably 
wafted this and the neighbouring Countries) 
and from them denominated Va?idalen 5 from 
whence it came in procefs of time to be call'd 
Viennen, Vianden? and ViemhaL This Earldom 
did lately ( and I fuppofe does ftill ) belong to 
the illuftrious Family of Orange. 

Rodemachren is a handfom Town of its big- 
gnefs, with an indifferent good Caftle, bein_ 
feated at the diftance of three Leagues from 

Luxenburg. 

Theonville ( in Latin Theonvilla, Theonis Villa, 
in Dutch Viedenhoven, the name fignifying as is 
fuppos'd the City of the Gods) is commodioully 
feated upon the weftern bank of the Mcfelle, 
being about four leagues diftant from Luxetiburg, 
and as many from Metz. the Metropolis of Lor- 
rain. Charles the Great made this City one of 
the three Imperial Seats in the Lower Germany-^ 
and it was formerly fo exceeding well fortified 
that for fomc ages no enemy attempted the 
taking of it 3 nor was it furrendred to Francis of 
Lorrain? Duke of Guife, in the year 1558, before 
the Garrifon had been quite wafted away by 
continual affauks 3 the French being alfo very 
well fatisfied that they had bought the place at 
no cheap or ordinary rate. Being afterwards by 
the Articles of Peace reftor'd to the Spaniards, 
they added to its ancient fortifications (faid to 
have been rais'd by Charles the Great ) fix Bul- 
warks , encompafs'd with a Brick and Stone 
Wall, and ftrength ned with four large Horn- 
works 5 the broad and deep Ditch which fur- 
rounds it not being deftitute of water even in 
the greateft drought of Summer. The out- 
ward (loping Curtain w r as all along thick fet 
with ftrong flakes or pallifadoes , and before 
the Gate that opens towards Luxemburg was 
moreover rais'd a vaft Horn-work. In this 
condition of defence flood Theonuille when af- 
faulted by the French Army under the Duke ot 
Burbon, an. 1^433 who tho they had attack d 
it in vain, and to their own confiderable lois 
about four years before, yet now became matters 
thereof, after a 'fiege of feven or eight weeks 

a more full account whereof may be had in Bkeu s 
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fbeatrum Vrbium, and from fuch Authors as have 
written of thofe Wars. 

Baftonac ftands upon the skirts of the Foreft 
of Ardenne, and is diftant from Neufchafieau three, 



the fame River, and at much the fame difta^* 
from the Metropolis cf the Province, bvi wkhh 

ui - - > , - t - 6 r ,< t( ? ur leagues or Mommedy This p!*ce his V» 

and from Luxenburg nine leagues So confide- along had a large Hi are in the QtJ£ **c 
rablc a Town it was m Guicciardin s time, that War 5 but being ( thro the bafc cowardic- of 

the Impcriahfts, whom Count Mansfield, Gover- 
nor of this Province and of the Councv of 
JSamur, could not perfv/ade to Hub 



he tells us for that reafon it had got the name 
of Paris en Ardenne 5 being efpecially enrich'd by 
ics vaft Market of Corn and Cattel, to which 
the inhabitants of the adjoining Countries re- 
forted in great numbers. Between Baftonac, 
Arluriy and St.Huberts, that is almoft in the middle 
of the Ardenne? Iy divers Villages, among the 
inhabitants whereof has obtained the barbarous 
cu(l 0111 of the Spanifh and Irijh women at the 
Funerals of their Husbands and neareft Relati- 
tions 3 for here they in like manner are waited 
upon to the Church or burying- place with dread- 
ful fhricks and howling, and other the moft cla- 
morous lamentations 3 only the women of this 
Country are not altogether fo intemperate in the 
cxpredions of their forro w as to hinder or difturb 
the celebration of Divine Service at the time of 
Burial, which is faid to be ordinarily done, to 
the great offence of the Congregation, in the 

Funerals of Spain. 

Not far from Manderfcheid, in the Lord/hips 
of Keyle, Cronenberch, and Sleide , and in the 
Valley call'd Hellenthall, are good Iron Mines 5 
out of which are made in the neighbourhood 
great numbers of Anvils, Furnaces, and feveral 
Iron Utcnfils and Instruments, which bring con- 
fiderable profit to this Country both from the 
Lower and Higher Germany. 

Nezif-Chateau, or the Ncw-Caftle, is feven miles 
didant from Lutzenburg 5 and is recorded to have 
been anciently a place of greater ftrength and 
beauty then in thefc latter ages. 

Vierton and Echternach lye on two oppofite 

fides of the Metropolis, and at almoft the ecjual 
diftance of five leagues from the fame 5 from 
whence Grauemachren and Koningmachren (two 
fmall Towns upon the Mofelle, and about a league 
afundcr ) are each of them diftant the fpace of 
four miles. The diftance between Lutzenburgh 
and Dkhrich ( a very fmall Town upon tnc 
Sour ) is about five leagues. 

Danvillers is diftant from Lutzenburg twelve 
leagues, and from Verdun but four. This pi 
was not only taken and plunder'd, but raz'd to 
the very ground under the command of the 
Duke of Orleans an. 1542 5 and tho rebuilt foon 
alter, and put in a better pofturc of defence, 
was about 1552 befieg'd and retaken by the 
fame enemy 5 to whom it was again furrendcr^d 
after a fiege of about a months continuance, in 
the year 1637. 

Mommedy is conveniently feated upon the top 
of an high hill, the foot whereof is wauYd by 
the Pviver Chier. It has been formerly accounted 
a place of very good ftrength, tho oftentimes 
taken by the French in the wars of theft latter 
a §es 5 which was generally imputed to its want 
°t provifions and a fufficient Garrifon. 

St. Vit is ftil'd a little pleafa nt Town, and re- 
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taken an. 1552 by Henry the fccondof *Fw~e» 
it was afterwards by the Articles of Peace reftoV<j 

to the Spaniards upon the fame terms as Teroanne 
was to the French, vi^ that it fnould be utterlv 
difmanti d, and never fortified or wall'd about 
tor the future. 

Mars enfamemie ( call'd alfo Marche en f amir e 

and in -Latin Martza ) is fuppos'd to have taken 
its name from Mars the Hezzhen God of War, 
to the worlhip of whom this place was in anci' 
ent times particularly devoted. It is fourteen 
miles diij:a.nt from Lutzenburg^ and has of late 
been only remarkable for its antiquity 5 tho we 
find that the French contriving a?t 1675 to fur- 
prize it, were by the care and vigilance of the 
Spaniards djfappcinted in their defign. 

Thus have we by the guidance of Guicddine 
efpecially ( who tho aged has I hope but feldom, 
if at all, mifled us ) run over moft of die Towns 
of th;s Province, the number of which ( far 
exceeded by their calamities ) muft make amends 
for their defect in condition and quality. Thofe 
which we have omitted are chiefly fuch as are 
fubjecl: to the Bilhop of Liege 5 in the number 
whereof is the Territory of Bidlcn, with its ftrong 
Caftle upon a Rock 3 St. Hubert, to whom the 
Huntsmen make particular addreftes in their 
devotions 3 and Rochefort, within fight whereof 
the Spaniards were beaten by the French in the 
year 1^35. For an account of what places in 
this Dutchy belong to the French King, the Rea- 
der muft have recourfe to the Chamber of Metzj, 
tho poftibly a few months, and the fucceis of 
the next Campaign, may anfwer the Qyeltion, 
and give the Chriftian world an unwelcome fa- 

tisfaction as to chat point. 



The Earldom or Province cf Hainau.lt. 




H E Province of Hai- 
nan! t, or at leaft a good 
part of k, was in for- 
mer Ages, pofiefs'd by 

the Eburones-, one of 
the five principal Na- 
tions that leaving Ger- 
many had before Cafars 
time feated thcmfelves 
in and about Gaul, their 
principal City appearing to have been Tournay 
in Fla?iders. This tract of ground oftentimes 
chang'd its name, being at firft call'd Pannonza 

Puted diftant from Z«x^ fome twelve miles 3 (from the : worlhip ^^^^ 

*om whence at about a miles diftance ftands fome will have it to f £^_^ 

Sahus Carbonarzus, from tne great quantities 01 

Charcoal made formerly in feveral parts of it 5 

then the Lower Picardy, and laftiy Hainault, not 

as fome dream from an imaginary Troja?z call d 

Hanuo, but from the River Haine and holt 

which words put together denote a \v ood 01 

Woody Countrv upon or abou t the .&*'* e J> 

the Prov 
from the 
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Sleide, an unwall'd but neat and handfom Town, 
giving Title to an Earldom, and enjoying an 
ample jurifdiction over feveral Villages 3 and yet 
rciore confiderable by being the birth-place of 

the famous Johannes Sleidanus. . 
. La Ferte is nlfn ^ftirnre of Walls , and in 



Juefe laft ages is become of very mean account, wuwy ^""r;-^ aIfo ,f ron ,^ t j iat Ri ver and 
J ^nds upon the River Chier, and is feparated ^g»g c^^^%^ 
from Luxenburah bv the diftance ot 1 2 leagues. trom the 01a uern 
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fas a Country) cail'd Hainegxm and Henegpvr. 

frfs tondcd by Brabant, Flanders, Artots and 
the SM France, Nam* and the Bifooprick of 
&£ being extended in length about twenty 
SScs and in breadth fixteer. It is bleft with 
a clear and fveet Air, and a feral foil water d 
bv manv good Rivers, among which the Scheld, 
Sombre and Venire are of principal note 5 nor is 
it deititue of Woods and Forefts the cnier 
whereof are Uormault and St. Amand. It abounds 
in Lakes, Ponds, and Springs 5 and isrcplenifcd 
with both pafture and Corn grounds, fo that ic 
enjoys plenty of all forts of grain (particularly ex- 
cellent Wheat) and herbage,neither is it defective 
in fruit trees,wherewith the gardens and Orchards 
of the inhabitants are well ftor'dj the Country 
in fnort affording all other fuch things in great 
abundnace as are reckon d among the neceuanes 
of human 3 Life. Nor are the Bowels of the Earth 
in this Province lefs fruitful then the furface, 
for by them is yielded very choice both Iron 
and leaden Ore, befides divers forts of Marble, 
and that hard Stone cail'd by the Latins Index, 
and by the Dutch Toch-fteen, that is (as we 
likewifc term it from the ufe) Touch-ftone: 
and laftly great quantities of Pitcoal, tho the 
fame by reafon of the thick and ofFenfivc fumes 
that proceed from it in burning, be accounted 
inferior to that of Liege. The fortify 'd Towns 
of Hainault are in number twenty-four , viz^ 
Mons, Valenciennes, Bouchazn-, Quefnoy, Conde? Lan- 
drefy, Avefizes, Chimay, Marienburg, Philippeville, 
Beaumont, Maubeuge, Bavay, Bins, Reux, Soigny, 
Braine le Comte , Engien, Halle, LeJJine, Chezcre, 

Aix, St. Guijlien, and Leuze. There are more- 
over reckon d to be no fewer then 950 neat, 
pleafant , and Rich Villages in this Province 5 
wherein, as Quicciardin informs us, are compre- 
hended, diree Principalities ( Chimay, Ligne and 
Brabanzpn ) ten Earldoms, ( others fay Sixteen ) 
twenty- two Baronies, twenty- fix Abbies or Re- 
ligious Houfes , twelve Signorics belonging to 
fuch Perfonagcs as they call Peers 3 with divers 
high Officics and dignities, the chief whereof 
are thofe of Marcfhal, Steward and great Hunts- 
man. It is reported to be an ordinary, tho very 
arrogant faying among the inhabitants of Haz- 
nault, that they are fubjetl to none but God and the 
Sun. 

The Provincial Eftates confifl of five mem- 
bers 3 the firft whereof is conftituted by the 
twelve Peers 5 the fecond by the Prelats and Ec- 
clefiaftical Colledges 3 the third by the ordinary 
Lay-Nobility 5 the fourth by the grand Officers 
of the whole Country 3 and the fifth by the 
Magiftrates of the chief Cities : among which, 

Mons ( cali'd alfo Monies^ and Berghen, and 
Berghen in Hainegaw ) excels all the reft, being 
one of the principal Cities thorowout the Low- 
Countries. It has its name from its fituation , 
which is upon a higher ground, but with fuch 
a gentle rife to it that it cannot be properly 
term'd Mountainous 3 yet one corner of it runs 
up to the top of a very great afcent, upon which 
lbs a fpacious plain, affording a pleafant profpeel:, 
and being the ufual place where the youth of 
the City exercife themfelves at divers forts of 
games and paftimes. The place is wonderful 
itrong by its very fituation, the Country round 
about being eafily overflown for a great fpacc 
by the waters of the Haine and Trulle, towards 
the confluence of which two Rivers the City 
ltands, tne latter of the two cutting it thorow 
on the'lower fide. It is alfo furrounded by a 
very good ftone Wall with a triple broad Ditch - 
and is defended by a ftrong Caftle. The build- 
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ings of the Town are both {lately and beauti- 
ful, the Streets being large and the Market- 
place fpacious 5 and fcarce any place is better 
provided of Conduits, which continually (bp. 
ply the inhabitants with water. Here is a fa- 
mous Collcdge of Canoneffes, which are nor 
in the nature of ordinary Nuns , as not be- 
ing ty'd by a perpetual vow of chaftity , 
but left free to depart and marry when they 
judge it convenient. It was founded by Gual- 
trude Princefs of Lorrain, and according to its 
primitive conftitution only perfons of noble def- 
cent are capable of being admitted into the fo- 
ciety 3 to the higher Quality of whom the ori- 
ginal plentiful endowment of the foundation 
was made proportionable. In the morning 
they very devoutly attend at Mafsin a Religious 
habit, but after dinner they put on a much dif- 
ferent drefs , and as if their very perfons were 
alrer'd with their garbe , fing-, dance, and are 
as fociable as the mod Courtly dames. The 
Earls of Hainault are the Patrons of this Col- 
lcdge, in whofe difpofal is the Office of Lady 
Abbefs or Go vernefs (an honourable and rich pre- 
ferment) by whom every new Earl was formerly 
wont to be folemnly fworn at his inauguration, 
at which time he particularly obliged himfelf 
to defend the priviledges of this fociety. Here 
are likewife fome Canonries belonging to men, 
but thefc are no more then are juft fufficient to 
perform the folemn acts of devotion , and to 
manage the Womens affairs. In the Church of 
this Religious houfe is to be feen the image of a 
dead body juft beginning to putrefy , fo arti- 
ficially painted, that the fight of it is faid to be 
very offenfive, efpccially to a fquemifh ftomach. 
Mons is moreover a place of good trade, which 
confifts in divers commodities and feveral forts 
of manufactures , efpecially in thofe kinds of 
fluffs which we call Sayes. In this City ( for the 
Government whereof the Reader may confuk 
Golnit^s Itinerary. P. 1 39. 1 40. ) is alfo the feat 
of the Provincial Council, from whence there is 
no recourfe to the Grand Council of Mechlin , 
and to which appeals arc made from ail places 
of Hainault except Valenciennes. Concerning 
thefurprizal of this place {an. 1572) by means 
of twelve Soldiers pretending to be Merchants, 
and to have great quantities of Wine upon the 
road (for the conveying whereof into theCeLars 
ere the heat of thedav (hould comebn,they defir'd 
and obtain d the kcies of the City before the 
ufual time of opening the Gates 3 and fo let in 
fome forces of Horfe and Foot under Lewis ot 
Najfaw, Brother to the Prince of Orange) fee 
Meteran. libr. 4. and Meurfius lib. 3. Return Bel- 
gic. And as for the baffle given towards the con- 
clufion of the peace in 78 to the French defigns 
upon this place (which enterprise was entirely oe- 
feated by the Prince of Oranges guards, and the 
King of great Britans fubjeccs under tiiat excel- 
lent Soldier the Earl of Ojjery ) it is yet very rreift- 
in the memories of men 3 and deferves the ocx 
of Hiftorical pens to deliver it to poftenty in a 

ner, and among the greatcft and 



manner. 



mod gloriou 

Bojfu is about two miles and half dirt ant trom 
Mons. It is a verv neat Village, and has mc 
faireft Caftle not only in Hainault but m a 
the Belgic Provinces 3 upon account ghetto!* 
was rais'd by Charles the Fifth to the dignity 
of an Earldom. , , - n<f 

Valenciennes owes both its name and t>eiw> 
(asisfuppos'd) to the Emperor Valenttman 3 « 
being indue d to the building thereof born o. 
the goodnefs of the air and the fhutfulneis o 
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the neighbouring foil. It is feated at the diftance 
f feven leagues from Mons, and as many from 
Lille- (landing upon the Scheld, by means whereof 
and the little River Rouelle it is encompafs'd and 
divided by fo many interfpers'd Channels, that 
not only moft ftreets have their diftindt currents, 
buc the place it felf is rendered exceeding defen- 
fible, as being furnifli'd with water in great abun- 
dance, and divers Sluces commanding the fame 5 
and thereby, if occafion be, in a little time drown- 
ing all the Country round about it. But be- 
fides thefe advantages of itsfituation, Valenciennes 
ispoflefs'd of what additional ftrength Art could 
beftow upon it, that fide of it particularly which 
ftands upon an afcent of ground being fortified 
with very ftrong walls and a rampart encompafs'd 
by extraordinary broad and deep Ditches; and 
by reafon of the great difference which is found 
in the feveral parts of this City, in refpccl of 
fouation, atleaft two diftinct Armies are judg'd 
requisite to carry on an effectual fiege of 
the fame. The Church of our Lady , calPd 
Noftre Dame la Grande* is not an inartificial Build- 
ing ( being erected upon (lately Arches and Pil- 
lars of Marble and Porphyry ) notwithstanding 
its antiquity s which fufficiently appears by its 
being fo contriv'd as to admit but a glimmering 
light, not unlike that of Thickets and Groves 5 
which in ancient times was accounted not a little 
to contribute to the advancement of devotion. 
Here is a large and fair Covent of Francifcans, 
as alfo another of Dominicans ( which latter 
contains no fewer then eighty Friers), and 
among their feveral Buildings for pious ufes is 
one for the education of Orphans of both Sexes, 
who are liberally maintained and carefully in- 
ftru&ed in feveral Trades and Occupations. The 
Arfenal is a fair ftru6ture,but was obferv'd fome 
years fince to be very ill furnifh'd.The Palace call'd 
La Salle du Comte ftands upon the Scheldt and 
is fo pleafantly and healthily feated , that the 
ancient Earls of Hainauh made it their ufual 
place of Refidence. The Town-houfe ftands in 
the chief Market-place, to which its neatly cary'd 
Frontifpiece is no fmall ornament $ the adjoining 
Church dedicated zoSt.Peter being alfo remarka- 
ble for the like curious work 5 as is alfo the Clock 
plac'd on high, which difcovers at a diftance 
not only die hour, but the courfe of the Moon 
and other Planets , the Month , feafon of the 
year, and length of the day. Within the fame 
extent of Buildings, attributed to William the 
Good, Earl of Hainault, Holland, and Zealand* 
are comprehended the Corn and the Cloth- 
Market 5 the common Prifon, divers fpatious 
HalJs and large Rooms, fufficient for all the 
public ufes of the City. Over the Scheld are 
built ten Bridges, upon which ftand ftately and 
commodious Houfes, inhabited for the moft 
part by the Treasurers of the Court and by 
thofe of the Land of Hainauh, with fome other 
public Officers 5 who are all exempted from the 
ordinary Taxes paid by the reft of the City. 
Valenciennes has the Staple of French Wines, and 
here alfo is made fine Linncn Cloth, equalling 
that of Cambray, with water Tabbies and Mo- 
hairs, and other the like Commodities. This 
was the firft place in all thefe Countries that 
deny'd obedience to the Princefs of Parma, re- 
fafing to admit a Garrifon fent hither by her as 
Governefs of thefe Provinces 3 but referring the 
Reader for an account of the fortune it ran in 
thofe Wars to fuch as have writ at large or 
the fame, I (hall onlv add here, that it was fur- 
rounded in March 16-77 bv the French with an 
Army of fifty thoufand men, and attcr a ihort 

Netherlands. 



fiege was carried by one fingle afiauk ( the Order: 
for which, with the whole method ofmanageing 
the fame , are faid to be written by chat great 
Monarchs own hand) whereby no more was 
intended then the taking of a Horn-work, and 
by that means the farther ftraitning of the place. 
The King would not expofe the Town to the 
fury of the Soldiers, tho it had been carry 'd by 
ftorm 5 butmade the inhabitants pay forty thou- 
fand Crowns as a ranfom for their Goods and 
Lives 3 which fum he defign'd to lay afide for 
the building of a Cittadel in the place, the ta- 
king whereof did exceedingly advantage the 
French in the profecution of their defigns upon 

Cambray. 

Boucbazn is fituate upon the bank of the Scheld, 
between Cambray and Valenciennes, to the main- 
taining of communication between which two 
places it very much conduces in time of War. 
It is a ftrong tho but fmall Town, and was 
provided of a good Garrifon when befieg'd by 
the Duke of Orleans in 1 6j6 3 to whom it was 
ncverthelefs yeelded up after one aflault, the 
Spanijh and Dutch Armies being come as far as 
Valenciennes in order to its relief. 
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Bouchain. 



Quefnoy. 



Conde. 



Quefnoy ( Kuercetum ) is a fmall Town, about ' 
three leagues diftant from Valenciennes. It is 
indifferently well fortified, and enjoys a good 
trade, maintained efpecially by the haltSilks and 
great quantities of Linnen made in it. 

Conde ( Condatum ) ftands about a mile from 
Valenciennes, upon the right bank of the Scheldt 
being a pretty little Town, with. a fmall Caftle. 

Landrecy is a ftrong place , and is yet more Landrecy. 
confiderable for its lving upon the frontiers of 
the Province,and fo being an inlet into the Spanifl 
Netherlands. It is feated upon the Sambre, and 
is about fix leagues from Valenciennes. It was 

render d famous in the laft Century ( viz^ an. 
1 543 ) by holding out in a wonderful manner 
againft Charles the Fifth 5 and being the year 
following reftor'd by the Articles of Peace to the 
Duke of Arefchot the fupreme Lord of it, itwas 
by him exchanged for an equivalent 3 as wasalfo 
about the fame time the tolerably handfom and 
ftrong Town of Avefnes, feated at the equal 
diftance of four leagues from Meauheuge and 
Landrecy. At Avefnes le fee, a fmall Village be- 
tween Valenciennes and Cambray, and not far di- 
ftant from the former, is a fort of moft beautiful 
Stone dug, for whitenefs almoft equalling the 
fineft Marble, and of fuch foftnefs and firmnefs 
withall, that it is eafilv wrought into any fhape 
or figure without the leaft danger of cracking 5 
but then to fortifie it againft the injuries of the 
weather, they cover it over with feveral Jays 01 
Gums and Oyls, whereby it becomes fo incrufta- 
ced that it is 'made almoft eternal. 

Chimay (Chimacum) is fituate in a Wood^ipon 
the little River Blanche h confifting of indifferent 
beautiful Buildings in Guicciardins time, among 
which was one of the Princes Palaces, with plea- 
fant Gardens and Labyrinths adjoining. This 
place defcended about the fame time to the fa- 
mily of Arenberg. n 
Uarienbwg ( Maritburgum ) was fo call d rrom 



Chimay, 



"to Charles the Fifth, by whom it was built aoout 
the year 1 542. It is diftant from Mens ten leagues 
and from Chimay but three, and was ( befides 
the ad vaW of its fltuation ) fo wel fort.hed 
at firft wuhl very ftrong Wall and four good 
Bulwarks that it was lookd upon as impreg 
naok f prodded of a fufficient Garrifon of cou- 
ragiou men, the lofs of it ( to the mcredib- 
prejudice of all tbele Countries ) in the yu 
J Nnn 
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mont. 



Bavay. 



Binche. 



1554 being imputed to the bafe and unworthy 
behaviour of the defendants. 

About a league and half from Maryburg, and 
but a league from Charlemont (lands Philipvzlle, 
. another ftrong Fortrefs, built not long after 
that the firft of thofe two places was in manner 
aforefaid taken by the French. It was order d, 
for the better fecuring the frontier of this Coun- 
try towards France, to be fortified with five 
Roval Baftions, befides Walls and other good 
Works, and honour d by Philip the Second of 

Spain with his own name. m 

Beaumont ( fo called from its delicate fitua- 
tion upon an hill ) is a very little but pleafant 
and fair Town, belonging to the Dukes of Are]- 
choty but anciently the inheritance of the fecond 
Sons of Hainault, upon which account it was 
erected into an Earldom. It is four leagues 
diftant from Chimay and Binch, and feven from 

Monts. fl , . c 

Mabeuae ( Malobodium ) flands ( about four 
Mabeuge. j ca g ues trom Mons ) upon the Sambre, which 

River running thorow it, affords the grand rc- 

quifite of trade, the convenient tranfportation 
of commodities, the chief whereof here is 
Woollen-Cloth. 

Bavay(czWd Bavais Wallon to diftinguifh it from 
Bavais in Picardy ) is at prefent a place of very 
mean account, tho fomc writers contend ear- 
nestly for its having been the ancient, large, and 
powerful City Belgium, from whence all thefe 
Countries took their denomination. 

Binche; (landing upon a branch of the Haine, 
is diftant from Mons fome three leagues, and 
was formerly a well pcopl'd place, but has fuf- 
fer'd exceedingly in the wars of thefe laft ages, 
being particularly burnt down and utterly ruin'd 
by the French in the year 1 544. It was made 
a Seat of pleafure, being adorn' d with a fine 
Palace and delicate Gardens by Mary Queen of 
Hungary, on whom it had been beftow'd by 
Charles the Fifth, whofe Deputy (he was for fome 
years in the Netherlands. 

Halle ( call'd Noftre Dame <f Haulx, and in 
Latin HalU ) is the firft place towards Brabant 
where French is fpoken. The word fignified at 
firft a large Repofitory for Merchandifes, but it 
has now for along time both in France and Flan- 
ders, as well as in England and other Countries, 
been us'd to denote a perfon of Quality's Man- 
fion Houfc. This place is feated upon the very 
borders of Brabant, being diftant from Bruffels 
about three of their miles 3 and is not confide- 
rable either for fpace or building, altho it be 
water d by the Senne which runs thro it, and 
ftands in a rich and fruitful Country 5 the prin- 
cipal ornament, and indeed fupport of the Town 
being the Chappcl of the blefled Virgin $ whofe 
ftatue ( of fo great fame thorowout the Chriflian 
world ) is about tw o foot long, Crown'd with 
a Diadem of pure Gold, the whole of it being 
co ver'd over with the fame Mettal. In one Arm 
fhe holds our Saviour, and in another a Gilded 
Rofe. Great is the confluence of Votaries here 
upon the firft Sunday in September, upon which 
day Aeth, Tournay, Valenciennes, Conday, Namur, 
and feveral other Cities and Towns fend their 
Deputies hither with their refpeclive Offerings. 
The ufual offering formerly was a new Gown 
for the Virgin, of which there is now fo great 
flore that they are diftributed to Votaries, who 
offer for them a certain fumm of money. The 
moil precious Ornaments and Urenfils of this 
Chappcl were given by Philip the Good and his 
Dutchefs , Charles the fifth, Archduke Albert, and 
Maximilian the fir ft i the latter of whom 
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the Rofe-tree of pure Gold , two foot high 
branching out with variety of fprigs and flowers' 
the fame having been confecrated and fent to 
him by the Pope. Here is to be fcen Lypfi u f s 
Silver pen, hung up by a chain of the fame 
Mettal, with a copy of verfes , wherein he ac- 
knowledges the Patronage and affiftancc of the 
Virgin Mary in all his performances. There is 
a multitude of other curious and rich Offerings 
to be feen in this Chappel, except the facrilegi- 
ous violence exercis'd by certain Soldiers upon 

the fame an. 1675 ( at which time the Spanijh 

and Dutch Armies lay encamped thereabout) 
convey 'd them away beyond recovery 3 fome of 
the Complices in that gainful Robbery being 
afterwards taken and punifti'd with death. 

For an account of Braine le Comte, three miles 
from Halle 3 of Lejfen towards Flanders upon 
the Dender-, and Roelx or Reux (in latin Rho- 
dium) neer Mons and Binchi as alfo of Soigpy , 
Enghien, Cheure ( Cervia ) Leuze, Aeth, Fountain 
1' Evefque, and other places in Hainault of in- 
ferior note, the inquifitive Reader may have re- 
courfe to Guicciardin and Blaeus Theatrum Vr- 
bium. 
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AMZf R, in latin call'd 
Namur cum, and(by thofe 
who affirm its chief Ci- 
ty to have been origi- 
nally a flrong Hold 
built by the Romans,and 
by them denominated 

novus Mums) Namurum 5 

is bounded by Brabant, 
Hainault, Luxenburg and 

the Bifhoprick of Liege. In fruitfulnefs of foil, 
abundance of Fowl and Venifon , good Veins 
of Coal and Iron, ( w r ith fome of Lead ) and 
excellent Quarries of dark colour'd, and fpeckl'd 
Marble, ( the lafl whereof is call'd Jafpar ) with 
feveral other productions and native commo- 
dities, it is not inferior to the neighbouring 
Country of Hainault 5 its Earth moreover yield- 
ing abundance of Fofiil nitre, and its inhabi- 
tants making prodigious quantities of Iron*, 
for the working and perfecting whereof to the 
greateft profit and advantage they are furniir/d 
with three grand requifites, z>/^. Ore, Wood, 
and Water in great plenty 3 the latter of which 
is alfo very ferviceable to them in the tranfpor- 
tation of that beneficial manufacture, which to- 
gether with divers forts of curious Marble (dug 
efpecially about Dinant and Agimont) are nrft 
conve/d by the Mofe and Sambre to the Metro- 
polis of the Province. 

There are but four Wall'd Towns in this 
Province, viz* Namur, Bovine s, Charlemont, and 
Valencourt: with about 182 Villages, and feve- 
ral Monalleries and Religious houfes, among 
which that of the Premonftratenfes , at Flore] 
upon the Sambre, excells all the reft. The fu- 
preme Government of the whole Territory be- 
longs to the chief of the Ecclefiafticks , the 
Nobles, and the Deputies of the principal Cities. 

Namur lies in a flat bottom, below an almoit 
continu d defcent of three miles from Gemblours. 
It is feated upon the confluence of the Mofe ana 
the Sambre, on the left fide of which lail River 
( that is towards Brabant) Hands the belt P** 1 ^ 
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the Citv 5 the paffage over both of them being 

bv two Stone Bridges, which make the place 

both more commodious and more beautiful. 
On the right hand, or oppofite fide the Sambre 
parties the foot of a Mountain, or very high 
Hill where ftand many private houfes, and~a- 
bovethem a ftatelyand flrong Caille, render'd 
very defenfible by its fituation. That above- 
mentiond larger part of the City is adom'd 
mxh the Market-place, Court, or Guild- Hall , 
divers Churches, and a great number of good 
Stone Buildings. Beyond the Sambre and be- 
tween that and the Maes is fituate the chief 
Parochial Church : from whence may be col- 
lected that the body of the City did originally 
ftand between the two Rivers , juft above the 
place where they mix their waters. Incftimable 
was 'the dammage done to Namur by the fuell- 
ing of the Sambre an. 1571, at which time die 
waters rifing to an incredible heigth (recorded 
by marks yet to be feen upon the Fronts of their 
houfes) not only bore down what ever ilood 
in their way, but drove fuch a quantity of Flints 
before them as well nigh choak'd up their Chan- 
nel, and left a fmall Ifland yet remaining and 
to be feen at the confluence of the two Rivers. 
This City is reputed to be diftant from Luven 
eight leagues, from Liege ten, and from Brujfels 
eleven. The Collcdge of Canons, Founded by 
one of their Earls, is commended by Travellers 5 
befides which there are two other Collegiate fo- 
cietics, to one whereof belongs the Church of 
St. Alb an, erected, at the requcft of Philip the 
fecond into a Cachedral bv Paul the fourth. 
Among the Religious houfes, appertaining to 
both Sexes, in this City, that of the Francifcans 
exceeds all the reft, and is accounted a fump- 
tuous and (lately flruclurej being alfo made 
more remarkable by the Learning and piety of 
feveral of its Friers. In Namur is the refidence 
of the Provincial Council from whence the only 
appeal is to the high Court of Mechlin. The 
Citizens are well train'd, and of a martial dif- 
pofition 3 having 'but few Merchants and Arti- 
ficers among them. Their Language is a cor- 
rupt French, and in Guicciardins time a great 
number of Nobles, and perfons of higher rank, 
but many of them (as he tells us) of a fpurious 
and illegitimate defcent, made their refidence in 

Namur. 

Bovines Boz/igne ( Bovinae ) is a fmall Town, 
oftentimes well nigh ruin'd by the injuries of 
War, particularly an. 1554, about which time 
the forces of Henry the fecond of France mife- 
rably wafted divers parts of thefe Countries. It 
is chiefly confiderable for its being a pafs be- 
tween Namur and Luxenburg ; and yet was it ta- 
ken an. i6j6 by Marfhal Crequi, without the 
ftriking of one ftroke$ the Garrifon throwing 
down their Arms and refufing to fight, notwith- 
standing the earneft in treaties of the Governor, 
that they would not fo bafely give up the place. 

Charlemont is a ftrong fortrefs built an. r 5 5 5 
by Charles the fifth ( from whom it took its 
name) as a curb to the incurfions of the French 
(then polTcfs'd of Marienburg) in thefe parts, 
h is diftant from Marienburg three Leagues, and 
from Namur feven 5 and is vcrv conveniently 
feated upon a Hill, near the left bank of the 
M °fc not far from Gi-vet, a place of great note 
as Guicciardin informs us. 

V ilencourt, or Walcourt ( V ale ncourtium ) is di- 
ij. a ^t from Namur feven Leagues, being a little 
Town of mean account , tho feated in a very 
Pleafant Country. 



. The principal of the Villages in this Provm c 
is W or Deve flanding on the Mofe in the ™£ 
to Bovines and being defended and adorn'd bv 
a ftrong Caftle with a large jurifdiclion, and 
the title of a Vicounty. Of other places fuch 
as are Floren, Vafey, Samfon tec. nothing occurs 
fit to be commemorated 5 and as for Divant an 

a u C0 ^ C ° f l \ m ? y bc had m chc defcripcion of 
the Bifhoprick of Liege, the fame having for a 

long time, been under the jurifdidtion of that 
1 rincipahtr. But we muft nor pafs bv the For- 
trefs of 

Charlercy, (fo call'd in honour of the prefent 
King of Spain ) which is feared upon a rifing 
ground in the exterior and weftern Angle made 
by the meeting of the Pieton and the Sambre, 
and in or near the place where formerlv flood 
a fmall Village call'd Charnoy. It was built bv 
the Marquifs of Caftle Roderigo, a little before 
the inrode made by the French into the Spanijh 
Netherlands an. 166 7, on purpofe to curb the 
excurfions of fuch Garrifons as the French King 
had betwixt the Sambre and the Mofe , but be- 
ing made hardly tenable, it was upon the ap- 
proach of the forefaid Enemy quitted by the 
Spaniards , the body of its fortifications being 
firfl flighted, and only the Outworks left entire. 
The French King immediately after taking pof- 
ieflion of it, and confidering that it was feared 
not above fix Leagues from Namur, about as 
many from Mons, and fome twelve or thirteen 
from Bruffels, and therefore apprehending it of 
great confequence towards the profecution of 
the defigne he had upon Braba?it and the re- 
mainder of Hainault, judg'd it advifable to em- 
ploy his much dreaded Army for the fpace of 
fifteen days in repairing the ruins of this For- 
trefs 5 and having put the fame in a good po- 
flurc of defence, and left a fufficient Garrifon in 
it, order'd the Governor to proceed with all di- 
ligence in the farther flrcngthning of the fame, 
fo that in a little time it became one of the moil 
confiderable Holds in all thefe Countries. And 
yet there are not wanting thofe in the politick 
and fharp fighted fraternity who have judg'd all 
this labour and expence very ill employ 'd, and 
who pofitively affirm that if that victorious 
Monarch had in the forefaid year either fet out 
one month fooner, or not flopp'd at all in the 
fortifying of this place, he might in half the 
Campain been mailer of Bruffels Gaunt and Ant- 
werp, that is (in effect) of all the Spanijh Ne- 
therlands. 

At Charleroy begins the bounding line of the 
French late Conquefts, that is between the Sam- 
bre and the Ocean 5 the fame running thorow 
or near the following places 5 vt\ Fontain, Ma- 

rimont, Mons, Chieure, Aeth, Oudenaerd, Cortryck-> 
Roufelaer, Dixmude and Neuport. 

This Seignory has undergon frequent changes 
of its Lords and Mafters in the courfe of thefe 
latter Ages 5 the pretenfions of feveral Princes 
as well as other accidents cxpofing it from time 
to time to the hardfhips and mifenes of War. 
We are told that Philip the Brother ot Baldwin, 
Emperor of Canftantinople was about the year 
1200 poftefc'd of the Marquifatc of Namur, 
which in procefs of time and under fomc ot the 
fucceeding Marquifes appears to have been rais d 
to the dignity of an Earldom 5 bu t whether cue 
fame came to. Philip the Good (and fo to the 
houfes of Burgundy and Auftna) by purchafc 
or by pure right ot inheritance, remains ihli t as 
Guicciardin tells us) a matter or difputc. 
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The County or Province of Amis or ArTHOIS. 

H E Province of Artois 
(calTd in latin Artefia 
and Arthefia ) was in the 
time of C*far 9 and the 
founding of the Roman 
Empire, inhabited by 
the Atrebates, the prin- 
cipal City of which 
people was the prefent 
Metropolis of the Pro- 
vince 3 term'd anciently Atrebatum , and of 
latter Ages by the French Arras, by the Italians 
Arazgo, and by the Germans Atrecht. The Coun- 
try it felf is at this day ( having been fometimes, 
particularly in the Reign of the Emperor Charles 
the Bald , accounted part of Flanders , and at 
others varioufly bounded according to the dif- 
ferent fuccefs of the Wars of the laft Centuries ) 
circumfcrib'd by the Countries of Cambray? Pi- 
cardy, Flanders, and Hainault h fo that it enjoys 
a very mild and temperate Air, with a fertil foil, 
producing all forts of grain and fruit and other 
neceffaries and comforts of Life in more then 
ufual plenty 5 Wine only excepted, the defeel: 
whereof is to be imputed to the natural floath 
and idlenefs of the inhabitants, or rather their 
refolv'd negligence as to fuch things, occafion'd 
by the fmall hopes they had of reaping the fruits 
of their labours, expos'd to the frequent and 
almoft yearly incurfions of the neighbouring 
French^ under whofe dominion having been 
of late years , they have ( probably ) apply 3 d 
themfelves widi more diligence both to that 
and other points of good husbandry. The foil 
however of this Province has been long fincc 
of noted fame for the production of excellent 
Wheat in fo great abundance, that feveral of 
the adjacent Countries, particularly Flanders 
Teutonic and Brabant, were fupply'd therewith. 
The walTd Towns of this Province were in Guic- 
ciardins time reckon d to be twelve ( accounting 
Renty for one ) the Villages being 8 54 tho many 
of them almoft ruin'd by War. The whole 
( which comprehends a great number of Mo-' 
naftcries and Religious houfes) is divided into 
nine Chaftellanies, or Territories, fo call'd from 
their appertaining originally to certain Caftles 
or ftrong FortrefTes within each Diftridt. The 
Eilates of Artois confift of four members - y viz* 
the Prelates, Nobles, and the Deputies of their 
Chapters and principal Cities. 

The Capital City of Artois is Arras, which be- 
ing feated upon the Scarpe is diftant from Vour- 
lens eight, from Cambray nine, from Doway ( to 

which place the River has been made, fince the 
late conquefts of the French, commodioufly na- 
vigable) fix, and from Amiens fourteen (but 
thofe fmaller ) Leagues. Arras is a place of a 
large circumference, confifting of two diftincl: 
Towns 3 feparated formerly by a wall ( which 
was long fince thought fit to be demohfh'd for 
the fecunty of both parts) and call'd by the 
different names of la Citte, and la Ville 5 the 
former of which is in a fpecial manner fubjec"fc 
to the Bifhop as the other is to the fccular Prince. 
La Citte is the leaft, but withal the moft plea- 
iant part 5 being alfo very well fortify 'd with 
good Bulwarks and Trenches, and containing 
among other fair Buildings the beaurifnl r*r)S 
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dral dedicated to the bleffcd Virgin, whereunto 
belongs a Library excellently ftor'd with vari- 
ety of Manufcnpts , efpecially fuch as treat of 
Theological matters. The Bifhoprick of Arras 
Founded an. 531, and afterwards united with 
that of Cambray, was reftor'd at length to its 
original (eat by Pope "Urban the fecond, who is 
faid to have been partly indue'd thereto, that he 
might fliew his difpleafure againft the people of 
Cambray, for their fiding with the Emperor Hen- 
ry the fourth, the mortal Enemy of St. Peters 
Chair. In the abovemention'd Cathedral ( to 
pafs by the holy Candle which formerly, as they 
tells us, drop'd down from Heaven, and has its 
peculiar Chappel and confervatory iri the other 
part of this City ) is carefully prefervd a fine 
fort of Manna, refembling wool 5 and plentifully 
fhowr'd down ( as he, they fay, relates himfelf 
in fomc of his Epiftles) in the time of St. Jerom. 
The fame (which lies richly incas'd in a bed of 
Jewels) at certain feafons,but efpecially in times of 
extraordinary drowth, is with great folemnity ex- 
posed to the/publick view of the people 5 whofe 
devotion is fuppos'd to be thereby rais*d,and their 
prayers render a more fervent and efficacious to- 
wards the obtaining of rain. The other part 
of Arras, term'd La Ville, was even in Guicciar- 
dins time by its fituation, together with its walls, 
Bulwarks, and deep and broad (tho dry) Ditch, 
fo flrongly fortify'd, that it was efteem'd capa- 
ble of enduring the {harpeft and longeft fiegej 
yet was it an. 1 £40 in the (pace of about feven 
weeks taken by the French, at which time were 
found written over one of the Gates thefe two 
verfes, fufficiently expreffing the haughty con- 
fidence of the inhabitants : 



Qjiand les Francois prenderont Arras, 
Les fouris m anger ont les Chats. 

That is, the French fhall never be able to take Ar- 
ras, //// fuch time as the Mice devour the Cats. In 

this (econd part of the City, (which has the con- 
venience, and ornament of broad Streets, with 
a fair and fpacious Market-place) ftands the 
auguft and wealthy Abby of St. Vedaftus* the 
yearly revenue whereof amounts to the fumni 
of 20000 thoufand Crowns. This place is alfo 
furnifh'd with other Churches, the ftructure 
whereof is ftately and fumptuouss and the Ci- 
tizens houfes are faid to be very commodioufly 
built, having particularly deep and large Cellars, 
or pav'd under-ground Rooms, intended at firft 
( as Guicciardin tells us ) for places of retreat in 
the time of war, and therefore fo contrived that 
the Citizens with their whole Families may be 
lodg'd in them, and fo fecur d from the fury of 
a Befiegers great (hot. There are feveral weal- 
thy Tradesmen and Artificers in this City, which 
was long fince famous for making great quan- 
tities of Sayes, but much more for being the 
place to which the rich Tapeftrics and Arras 
Hangings, fo well known thorowout the world, 
owe both their name and original. For an ac- 
count of the learned men who acknowledg this 
Town for their birth-place ( among whom is 
the famous Herbalift Carclus Clufw*) the Rea- 
der may have recourfe to Guicciardin and Blaeu. 

St. Omers had . its name from St. Audomarus 
( being ftiTd in Latin Fanum SanSii Audomari ) 
a Native of Conftance in Germany, and Bifbop ot 
Terouan 5 who built at firft only a Monaftery 
upon the place ( where before flood no more 
then an ordinary Caftle, call'd Sithiu) witn a 
fair Church that took its denomination from 

hirn 5 the opinion of whofe great fan<5tity drevr 
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multitudes of people thither, and occafion'd the 
erecting of To many Buildings that in a fmall 
time chev came to equal in extent a very con- 
fiderable Town. But whatever was the begin- 
n j R a and original of this Citv, it has in thefe 
latter ages been one of the principal places not 
onlv of Artois but of all the Spanijh Netherlands, 
havin 0 * been particularly confiderable for the 
inconveniences it always occafion'd to France, 
when in other hands $ for by means of this ltrong 
Hold an Enemy was much advantag'd in making 
incurfions into, and levying contributions upon 
the neighbouring parts of that Kingdom 3 the 
fame being fufficiently experienced a few years 
a°-o, when all Boulonnois was therebv made de- 
force, the commerce with Calais being cut off, 
and a prejudicial reparation made of the French 
Conq uells between Arras and Dunkirk This City 
is feated on the River Aa,and is well fortified with 
Walls, Battions, Halt Moons, Ditches, Marines, 
and Lakes 3 in the latter of which arc little float- 
ing lilands affording good pafturage for Cattle, 
and fhelter for Filh, which in great numbers feek 
covert under them in the extremity of heat and 
cold 5 thefe Iflands, as is related by Guicciar- 
din, ( who mentions only one great Lake ) for a 
certain truth , being eafily drawn from one place 
to another by a fmall cord ty 'd to the Bufhes which 
grow uponthc fame. Upon thefaid Lake, ftands 
among other jEdinces a noble and large Monaftc- 
rv of the Order of St. Bernard by whomalfoic is 
reported to have been built. They believe, 
chiefly upon the authority of Tradition in this 
Country that Sz.Omers is the famous Iccius Tortus 
of Julius C*efar, where he embarqu d with his 
Army for the invafion of Britain $ and they ar- 
gue from the nature of the fand and gravel here- 
about that the Sea heretofore did flow thus far. 
Saint Omers was an. 1.677 at the fame time af- 
faulted bv Monfieur that the French King him- 
felf befieg'd Cambray 3 and the Prince of Orange, 
who advanced to its relief with an Army of thirty 
thoufand men being defeated near Cafi el, _ the 
Defendants unwilling to run the hazard of ha- 
ving it carry cl by ftorm, capitulated and upon 
Articles yielded up the Town. To conclude 
our account of this City, the Riches of the peo- 
ple 3 the Canal for Commerce, call'd die new 
Fc/fe$ the Abbv of St. Berlin, and more efpe- 
cialiy the Englijh Seminary of Jefuits, have ren- 
der'd it a place of pubhek note and or no com- 
mon fame thorowout the World. 

Bethune is diitant from Arien or Aire fome 
five leagucs 5 and is no contemptible Town ci- 
ther in refpect of ftrength or beauty 3 the chief 
commodity of the place being excellent Cheefes, 
of which a great quantity is cranfporrcd and 
vended out of the Belgick Provinces. 

Aire or Arien ( Aria ) itands upon the Lys, a- 
bout two leagues from Terouan, and is a very 
ftrong place, being environ d on three fides by 
a moorifh level, and fortifv'd with good Ditches, 
Balhons, Halfmoons, Redouts, Hornworks and 
Counterfcarps. It can be clofely bcfiegd but 
on one fide, and there it is defended by a itrong 
Fortrcfs call'd the Fort of St. James, having five 
Badions, two Halfmoons and a deep Trencft. 
Tins Town was bcfiegd and taken by the French 
and not Ion- after recovered by xhc Spaniards 
«™. 16 ± 1. Since that it was befieg d by tne 
Marlhal d' Humieres in July 1676, and the laid 
Fort of St. Francis with molt of the Outworks 
being taken, the French P lay'd their ^mbs and 
Grauados fo incrediblv thick, that the Citizen 
(who fufferd great dammage thereby) began 
*Q mutiny, and the place was furtenderd upon 

Netherlands. 
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ood Articles,which were the more readily grant- 
ed by the French becaufe the Duke de'Villa Herjncfa 
was upon his march for the relief of the fame. 

Bapaulm ( Bapaima ) is a fmall Town fix Bapaulm 
leagues diftant from Arras $ and is a place that 
cannot conveniently be befieg'd, there being no 
Springs or Rivers within three leagues round a- 
bout it. 

The Caftle of Rentey, with a fair and large 
Village adjoyning to it, (rands upon a fmall Ri- 
vulet, and was in the laft Century a Fortrefs of 
very great itrength, beings/?. 1 554 befieg'd by 
the French King and relicv'd by the Emperor 
Charles the fifth. 

The old Hefdin ( which flood upon the Canche, 

fome four leagues from Sc. Paul, and was an- 
ciently the feat of the Earl or Flanders and Ar- 
tcis) being found incommodioufly feated upon 
account of the modern way of affauks with the 
ufe of great Guns, was by the command of 
Charles the fifth raz'd to die very ground about 
the year 15535 order being given at the fame 
time for the building of the new Hefdin, call'd 
Hefdin- -fert$ which Hands alfo upon the River 
Canche, ( navigable as far as Montr evil ) but en- 
joys a far better fituation, and is a regular Hexa- 
gon, fo well contrived and fortifv'd that it is 
eiteem'd one of the itrongeft Holds in all thefe 
Councries^yec was it taken inlefs then the fpace of 
fix weeks by the French an. 1 6$&thc furrendry of it 
in fo fhort a time being imputed to the Garri- 
fons have been too lavifh of their powder, ot 
which they were by chat means become almoft 

deftitute. 

The County of St. Paul ( within the Province 
of Artois) is a Seignory of great antiquitv 3 the 
Earl whereof having oftentimes play'd fait and 
loofe with Lewis the eleventh of Fra?ice 0 Edward 
the fotirth of England , and Charles Duke of 
Buruundy, and kept thefe Princes for many vc; 
at continual ftrife 5 the Lift mention d of them 
was even with him ac long run , and haying 
~oc him inco his hands, requiced his treachery 
with che lofs of his head. Buc tor a further 
account of this Earldom, and particularly of the 
Citv of Terouan (long hnce quite ruin d and de- 
moliihUat thefiege whereof Maximilian tne Em- 
peror ferv'd in perfon under the Englijb colours 
an K12) and fome other places in Artois h witn die 
order and fucceflion of its Earls, and the decent 
of the Province itfelf to che houfe of Burgundy 
rhe Reader mud confulc Guicciardin, Blaeu, and 
others che nature and circumllances of wliofe 
bufSeh and undertakings obhgU or at faft per- 
mitted them, to be more large in their \\ ri 
cings. 



County of 
St. Paul. 



The Earldom or Province of Flanders. 

H E Province of Flan- 
ders, flnce che Councy 
of Artois was caken out 
of it, has been bound- 
ed by the Weftern 
branch of the Scheld 
call'd che Hont, by Bra- 
bant, Hainault, Artois, 

Picardy and che Britifh 
w »mm * Ocean. The opinion 

u r rU\< rouncry in ancienc cimes was united 
chac chis y^f ye im p r cbable, for its ha- 
to England g™^ md * bmm at fo great a 
ving been ^P^VV. bv an Earchquake is no 
diitance from ^^^^ cion ci ?ac fo great 
hkcly matccr, ana uu ^ rr a dii>ance 
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a diftance as is even between Dover and C alais 
may have been the effete of the gradual en- 
croachments of the Sea , is altogether lnconfi- 
ftent with the Age of the World according to any 
hypothecs thatYuppofes a creation. That Flanders 
and the Ifland of Walcheren were at firft divided 
from each other only by a fmall Channel, cut a- 
bout the rear p8c by the command of Otho the 
third, and'defignd for a boundary between France 
and the Empire (tho fo much enlarg'd fince that 
time by the impetuous rage of the Scheld and 
Ocean ) is recorded by feveral, and lays a much 
fairer claim to our belief. 

As for the ancient inhabitants of this Coun- 
try ( among whom were the Morini and Nervii 
with the Clients and fubjects of the latter the 
Centrones , Grundij , Gorduni isre. ) the Rea- 
der will have a full account given of them in 
the Volume appropriated to matters of that 

nature 5 and as for its name,the conjectures about 
the etymology of it are fo various, uncertain, and 
far fetch'd, that it is not eafily told which out- 
weighs the reft by one grain of probability 5 
except it may have been compounded of Vela 
or Veel and Anderen, which words flgnifie many 
and others 5 fo that the denomination of Vlande- 
ren muft have been intended to denote the con- 
flux of ftrangc Nations, as Danes, Normans, iz?c. 
in like manner as Alle-man, the modern name of 
Germany, is taken to fignifie the great mixture of 
its prefent people, occafion'd by the like inun- 
dations of barbarous invaders. 

Flanders well nigh thorowout enjoys a good 
and wholefom Air 5 but that of the moft Sou- 
thern part of the Country is accounted beft. 
It is water'd by a great number of Rivers, and 
lying almoft entirely upon a level is in few 
places hilly, and in none can properly be {aid to 
be mountainous $ the foil in general being to- 
lerably fruitful, but in thofe parts that lye next 
to the Sea and France exceeding in fertility moft 
Countries of Europe. It is ufual for the inhabi- 
tants to purchafe great numbers of Colts and 
young Horfcs out of the neighbouring Coun- 
tries 3 the fame being in a little time wonderfully 
improv'd by the grafs and air of Flanders both 
in fhape, fleetnefs, and dimenfions. Flanders? 
Flammangeant, or that part of the Province which 
is ftrictly call'd Flemmijb , produces no great 
quantities of Wheat, but ( befides plenty of 
good Fruit) abounds in Rye, Oats, Beans, Peas, 
Vetches, Hemp, and Flax $ of the latter of which, 
and the profit made thereby of their moft bar- 
ren ground, enough has been fpoken already in 
the defcription of Brabant 3 and as for Flanders 
Galilean , the foil of it ycilds an unparallel'd 
ftore of the beft Wheat, as alfo of Madder and 
Woad, and as rich pafturage as can be defrYd. 
The inhabitants are generally of good ftature 
and complexion, and their women not con- 
temptible either for beauty or proportion of 
parts 3 their Merchants and better fort of Traders 
being courteous and affable, and their Artifi- 
cers and Handicrafts-men diligent and induftri- 
ous. In fhort,a character of the Flemmings may 
be gather'd from our general difcourfe con- 
cerning the nature and manners of the Low- 
Country people 5 only fomc variety in the hu- 
mours and difpofitions of thefc and the inhabi- 
tants of feveral of the other Provinces muft be 
fuppos'd to be produe'd by their difagreement 
in the two grand points of Religion and Go- 
vernment : a difference alfo being found in the 
Cuftoms , behaviour and inclinations of the 
meer Flemmings, according as they apply them- 
felves lefs or more to trade or War, or live ar 



a nearer or greater diftance from France or 

One thing is remarkable in their 



Ylatzders. mine, iw> x^txiaiKaoic m their 

humour, viz. that they are never fo much af- 
flicted with what they fuffcr , as comforted 
with the thoughts of what they have efcap'd 
and therefore if a man happens to break his leg 
he thanks his good fortune that his neck is fafe - 
no calamity being by them efteem'd great if 
there were a pofTibility that it might have been 




For the laws and Language of the Flemmings 
( tho fomething has been faid of the latter in the 
firft general difcourfe of this Volume) as alfo 
for an account of their three Eftates (confiding 
of the Ecclefiafticks, Lay-Nobility, and the Clafs 
of the four members of Bruges, Gaunt, Ipres and 
the Terra Franca, call'd by them Vrieland) the 
Reader may confult Marchantius and Guicciardin ♦ 
but a brief relation of the ancient divifion and 
Government of this Country muft be deliver'd 
here. The whole of Flanders then was ( after 
the lopping off of Artois from it) divided into 
three parts, one of which was fubjedt to the 
King of France , the Earl thereof being a Peer 
of France, and Sword-bearer at the Royal inau- 
garations 5 but we are told that the fame was 
freed from all obedience and homage to that 
Crown by the rcnuntiation of Francis the firft 
when taken prifoner by Charles the fifth at the 
battel of Pauia in Italy. A fecond portion of 
this Country was reckorfd to depend upon the 
Empire, being particularly call'd the Lordfoip 
of Flanders and the third was tcrrn'd Flanders- 
Proprietary , as belonging to its proper Prince 5 
whofe right and power were accounted fupreme 
and independant. The moft ancient Governors 
of this Country were (from the foil's being in 
thofe Ages wholly overrun with Woods) call'd 
Forefters, and the Territory of Flanders is faid 
in their time to have taken in Artois and part of 
Picardys the firft of thofe Forefters being Lideric 
de Buc^ Earl of Harlebeck , on whom the fame 
was beftow'd by Dagobert King of the French, 
to be holden under the Sovereignity of that 
Crown, and this is faid to have been done about 
the year 621 tho Writers differ very much, cfpe- 
cially as to the point of Chronology, in their 
relations of this matter. The firft Earl of Flanders 
was Baldwin, firnam'd for his valor Iron-hands. 
He was defcended from the Forefters , and at 
length obtain d the confent of Charles the bald 
to marry his Daughter ( as Merchantius tells us 
tho other fay his Sifter) which Princefs had already 
born him feveral Children: and by the fame 
Charles was this Dominion erected into an Earl- 
dom- This Baldwin dy'd an. 877. 2 Baldwin 
the fecond, call'd the bald : Son of the former. 
He is faid to have Wall'd about Bruges, and o- 
ther Cities. He dy'd an. pip. 3. Arnold or Ar- 
nulph the firft 5 deceafed an. p6^. 4. Baldwin the 

an.p6j. 5. Arnold the fecond deceafed 
an. ^88. 6. Baldwin the fourth, firnam'd fair- 
beard, dy'd*;?. 1034. 7. Baldwin the fifth dy'd 
an. 1067. 8. Baldwi?i the fixth dy'd an. 1070. 
p. Arnold the third was flain in fight an. 10J2. 
10. Robert firnam'd the Frizpn, brother of Ar- 
nold, put by his young Nephew Arnold and 
ufurp'd the Earldom. 11. Robert the fecond, 
call'd Robert of Jerusalem, Coufen-German of 
Arnold the third dy'd an. 11 11. 12. Baldwin 
the feventh, had ( by reafbn of his fevcrity a- 
gainft Robbers and Infeftersof thepublick roads) 
a flrname given him from the hatchet. 13. Charles 
the firft 5 ftii'd the good and the Godly, was 
Coufen-German of Baldwin the feventh. He 

dy'd without Iifue. 14. William the Neman, 

ejected 
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ejected for his Tyranny. 15. Theodorick. of Aljace h 
if dan. 1 1 68. J 6. Philip the firft his Son. He 
deceafed without hTue an. wpi. 17. Margaret 
Countefs of Flanders, Sifter of Philip. 1 8. Bald- 
win the eighth, Son of the faid Margaret, ip. 
Joanna of Conftantinople (as fhe was firnam'd) 
Daughter of Baldwin. She dy'd an. 1245. 2 °- 
Margaret the Sifter of Joanna 3 marry 'd William 
of Burbon, and deceafed an. 1270. 21. Guido 
Dampierre, the Son of the faid Margaret : dy'd 
an. 1304. 22. Robert the third, Son ot Guido. He 
deceafed an. 1322. 25. Lewis the firft firnam'd 
of Creffy, Grandfon of Robert the third. 24. Lewis 
the fecond, calf d Lewis of Ma la in, Son of the 
former Lewis, was Earl of Flanders and Rethel 
in right of his Father, and of Artois and Bur- 
gundy in right of his Mother. 25. Margaret the 
third, Daughter of Lewis of Malain marry 'd to 
Philip the bold, Duke of Burgundy s and in this 
manner this Earldom ( with other Dominions ) 
defcended to that Houfe, from which (as is clfe- 
where related ) the fame afterwards came to the 
potent Family of Aufiria. The number of Ci- 
ties and Villages in this Province is already de- 
liver'd in the general Defcription of thefe Coun- 



tries. 



The City o/Dunkirk. 




HE City of Dunkirk 
( fuppos'd to have been 
built by Baldwin the 
third , Son of Arnold 
the firft about the year 
p66) took its name 
from a neighbouring 
Abby, as that did from 
the adjovning Sand- 
Hills , call'd by the 

Flemmings Dunen and Duynen 3 and is diCt^nt from 
Graveling three, from Calais fix, from Newport 
five, and from Bruges twelve leagues. It is one 
of the five ports of Flanders ( the other four be- 
ing Graveling, Newport, 0 fiend and Sluce) and 
was lately judg'd by an Englijh Gentleman to 
be about as big as Cambridge 5 being well built 
and populous, and particularly commended for 
the ncatnefs and regularity of its Streets. Be- 
yond the old Town there have been fince it came 
laft into the hands of the French great Works 
drawn, which take in fo large a fpace of ground, 
that the fame is augmented by one half 5 and 
in this new part ftands the Englijh Nunnery and 
many handfome Buildings. The Francifcans 
have a Cloyftcr in Dunkirk for perfons of both 
Sexes 5 and the Tower of a Church in this place 
is remarkable for its height, being 273 fteps to 
the top, from whence in a clear day you may 
plainly difcover the cliffs of Dover. In the fame 
Church there is an Altar, confifting of fpeckfd 
Marble and other coftly materials, and built in 
fo ftately a manner and with fuch curious work- 
nianfhip, that no lefs then 20 thoufand Florcns 
are faid to have been expended upon the fame. 
Dunkirk, was formerly confiderable for its Her- 
r ing-Fiftiing , and for its exemption from toil 
and cuftom thorowout all Flanders, but it be- 
came more memorable bv being a Harbour for 
fcch Privateers (fome call them Pirats) asefpe- 
aally in the Wars of thefe two laft Centuries 
did 



between the fplmtcr Sands and the Land, u P o:i 
the fhore whereof Hood a good Fort, that affor- 
ded them a confiderable defence 5 this Ration of 
theirs being therefore tcrm'd 7 Scheurtien. Charles 
the fifth rais da Fortrefs here an. 1525, which 
was afterwards made ftrongcr by Spinola. An. 
1 55S Dunkirk was taken fack'd and burnt by the 
French while the inhabitants were cajol'd , and 
brought wholly to neglect the defence of the 
place by the appearance of a treaty about the 
Articles of furrendry 5 and an. 1583 k was fur- 
priz'd by Chamois who in the name of the Duke 
of Anjou commanded a Regiment in the Town 
and under the pretence of a quarrel fell upon 
the Flemmifh Garrifon and drove them away. 
This happen d at the fame time that Antwerp and 
many other Cities in Flanders and Brabant were 
contriv'd to be feiz'd upon by their friends and 
Patrons of France 5 by whom Dunkirk was not 
long after yielded up to the Prince of Parma, 
having endur'd all the extremities of a fiege. An. 
1 Spo Prince Maurice endeavoured in vain to 
fur prize it by Scalado- y but to come nearer home 
to the prefent rime it was an. 16 47 after a trou- 
blefbme fiege taken by the Prince of Conde with 
a great lofs of men, and the expence of fomc 
Englijh blood of the Oxford Garrifon disbanded 

the year before. After this, vi^. in Aug. 1652 
it was befieg'd by Archduke Leopold, and (being 
difappointed of relief by means of fbme Englijh 
Frigots under Blake, who intercepted feveral 
of the French Ships fent thither with fuccors, 
and detain'd them as reprizal for goods taken 
from Englijh Merchants by French Privateers) 
came to a capitulation, and foon after to a fur- 
rendry. But it was not long ere Cromwell en- 
tering into a league with France, a good body 
of Englijh was fent over to aflift the Ufurpcrs 
near Ally in Flanders 5 which was effectually done 
by them in the taking of Montmedy, St. V en ant, 
and the ftrong Fort of Mardike$ and in obfti- 
nately defending the latter, and repelling the 
Spaniards, who with a very ftrong Force did in 
two defperace ftorms, ( the laft whereof con- 
tinued fix hours ) endeavour to regain the fame. 
The year following (viz. a?z. 1 65 8) Don John ofAzs- 

with an Armv of fixtecn thoufand 
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di *y m the Wars ot tncie two lait ^huu^ 
£ d verv much infeft the Englijh as well as Dutch 
ade 5 skulking for their prey in a ihallow water 



firia advancin 

Horfe and Foot to relieve Dttnkirk, was met by 
the united Forces of England and Fra?ice, the 
firft of whom without any affiftance of the 
latter having after a brisk encounter defeated 
the body of thcSpanifo Infantry (notwithstand- 
ing their numbers and advantage of ground ) 
their Horfe likewife immediately left the Field, 
and then ftruck in the French Cavalry and pur- 
fifd, and made Daughter of them, as far as F te- 
enies. This overthrow , follow'd prcfently af- 
ter by the lofs of the Alarquifs of Leda Gover- 
nor of the Citv, ilain in a bold felly made by 
the befiegers, occaflon'd the fpeedy furrendry 
of the place, which being yielded up upon terms 
to the French, was by them ( according to Ar- 
ticles agreed upon between their King and Crom- 
trel ) *put into the hands of the Englijh - y 
wherein it remained till after the happy reftau- 
ration of his prefent Majefty* it being then for 
reafons not to be enquired into by . us, iold and 
deliver'd up to the French King- It muft indeed 
be confefs'd that the inexhauftible treature or 
that rich Monarch was only able to bear tne 
conftant charge requifite for railing ot Fortifi- 
cations, and fecunng the fame as well as the Bar 
bour from being rum'd and c hoat d up bv he 
fands,which were frequently driven uvupon th.m 
bv ftormv v,-indsm vail quantities. Anaacccud- 
ing prodigious has been his expence in fining 
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tint noble Citadel begun by the Enghfi while this 
Toln was in their poffeffion, and which has the 
Sea on one fide of it, the Haven on another, 
and the Sand-hills (fomc of which are taken 
in by it) towards the Land. It isnowalmoft 
a year fince the new Trench, cut alfo at his coft 
for a mile together thorow the fplinter Sands 
Sas fo & r adv°anc d that it would upon 1 chc head 
of the tide receive an hundred men of War of 
fortv- five Guns apiece, and when quite finifhd 
which was in May laft fuppos'd pofliblc to be 
effected, together with the complea ting the 
Caftle at the mouth of the fame upon which 
were to be planted 200 pieces of Canon, in the 
fpacc of a year 5 there being then fome fourteen 
thoufand men employ d in and about the work) 
muft be capable of at lead 1 50 Veffels of feventy 
Guns On the weft fide of this Harbour was 
rais'd a vaft pil'd and planck'd work, to inter- 
cept and lodge the Sands 5 and as for fuch Sands 
as fhould be driven in at the mouth of the fame, 
they were to be fore'd out again by vaft flafhes 
of water to be let down the Channel from three 
great Sluces, built a little above the Town for 
that purpofe, upon as many Currents , ^which 
afterwards run together with their united ftreams 
into the Harbour. But providence has lately 
manifefted itfelf more powerful then the French 
King, and that both by affli&ing the poor Ne- 
ther landers in a more fevcre manner then he was 
with his three mighty Armies able to do in the 
dreadful invafion of feventy-two , and at the 
fame time evidencing the vanity of thofe his 
vaft defigns and expenfive undertakings 3 the late 
unparallel'd Tempeft and Inundation having 
well nighchoak'd up the Harbour and ruind the 
Works of this place, rais'd by that wealthy Mo- 
narch (beyond the potfibility as was imagined of 
being fo far endammag'd ) with a greater charge 
then he has fometimes been at in conquering 
whole Provinces. Concerning this fad calamity 
( a punctual account whereof is every day ex- 
pected from thole that have been the great- 
eft furferers by the fame) we (hall only obfervc 
in this place that feveral things feem to have 
concur d towards the rendering of it very ex- 
traordinary , the chief whereof were thefe 

1. The continuance of ftormy weather and 
very high winds for feveral days together. 

2. The fame bearing from Northweft, the 
mod fatal point of the compafs, as has been 
elfewhere obferv'd, to thefe Countries. 3. thefe 
ftorms happening about the full of the Moon 5 
when the tides rife above their ordinary heigth. 
4. Great and continual rains falling at the fame 
time both in Flanders and Germany, whereby their 
great Rivers the Scheldt Mofe, and Rhine, were 

fwollen in a more prodigious and unufual man- 
ner. 



The Weft part of Flanders Teutonic k or 
Flemmish. 

H E diftribution of this whole 
Province according to the order 
and number of our Maps, is in- 
to the Weftern and Eaftern parts 
of Flanders Teutonic Jk, into Flan- 
ders Gallican or Walloon, and Flan- 
ders Imperial and Proprietary. The firft of thefe 
Quarters term'd the Weft part of Flanders Tew 
tonick. or Flemmifh ( fo call'd becaufe that Lan- 
guage is in common ufe among the inhabitants ) 
is encornpafs'd by France and Artois, llandtrs 




Gallican, the Eaftern part of Ylanders Teutonic^ 
and the Britijh Ocean- It contains feveral good 
Cities, and a great many noble Villages 5 the 
principal within its praecinclis ( omitting Dunkirk 
of which enough lias been fpoken already) being: 
Graveling^which ftands about three miles from 
Du7ikir 4and as many from Calais,upon the mouth 
of the River Aa, which divides France from Flan- 
ders, and therefore this being a frontier Town, 
upon the approach of ftrangers towards the 
Gate^ notice is given of their numbers by a toll 
of a bell for every Horfe$ all the Wool which 
is brought out of E?tgland or France paying alfo 
cuftom here. It was fortify 'd by Charles the 
fifth an. 1528 with five ftrong Bulwarks and a 
Citadel, to ferve as a Rampart to Flanders, and 
a bar of defence againft France, and was there- 
upon judg'd impregnable 3 all neceffary provifi- 
ons of Soldiers, victuals and Ammunition pre- 
fuppos'd. As for the Town itfelf it is neither 
large nor well built, being moreover not many 
years ago but thinly inhabited 3 yet ftands it in 
fo low and plafliy a level, and is environd with 
fo many Outworks and Ditches of water, that 
it feems ftrange it fhould in fo (hort a time be 
yielded up to the Englijh and French in the year 
1^58. At this place was {an. *55 8 ) a %nal 
overthrow given the French by the Arms of Phi- 
lip the fecond under the conduct of the fame 
Count Egmond that afterwards became a prin- 
cipal Abettor of the revolt from Spain, for 
which the Duke of Alva took off his head. An. 
1 586 our famous fir Philip Sidney undertook to 
fur prize Graveling, but his hopes were disap- 
pointed by the valour of the Garrifon, and him- 
felf compcll'd to fail back again with his Forces 
to Flushing. It was taken by the French in July 
1644, and aw. 1652 with the lofs of 2000 men 
retaken by the Spaniards, by whom it was ( as 
is abovefaid ) yielded up to the Englijh and French 
an. 1658. 

Ipres, call'd by the Flemmifh Tperen, and in la- 
tin Iprae, takes its name from the River upon 
which it ftands, and is diftant from Bruges nine, 
and from Gaunt about thirteen leagues. It is 
an indifferent rich Town, driving a good trade 
(efpccially in the annual Lent Fair) with us 
Sayes and half-Silks, and other the like commo- 
dities 3 and is alfo a well built place, tho the 
Wooden Fronts take away from the beauty of 
the houfes 3 which are univerfally fo well ferv'd 
with water, convey'd to them in leaden pipes, 
that the foundations of Ipres are ufually faid to 
be of that metal There are feveral Covents in 
this Town, and among the Churches the Ca- 
thedral of St. Martin has the preheminence. Its 
Market-place is one of the faireft and largeft m 
all thefe Countries h and here ftands their Hall, 
or repofitory for Wool, which tho old is never- 
thclefs a handfome piece of building. Ipres 
makes the third of the four members which con- 
ftitute the third Eftate of Flanders, and is ho- 
nour d with the title of a Vicounty,and enjoves a 
jurifdiction of a verv large extent 3 the ton ot 
its Ca/iellany, or Territory, being the ncheft and 
moft feral of the whole Teutonic^. Flanders. 

Winnocksberg (Winnoxbergen, Berga SanBiWin- 
noci, and Mons or Monies Santli Winnoci) is tea t- 
ed at the diftance of feven leagues from Ipres, 
and but one from Dunkirk, and owes its name 
to a noble Monaftcrv erected upon a hnl (e icncr 
bv Baldwin the bearded or Baldwin of Lille ) in 
honour of St. Winnoc, an Englijh man ot *on- 
derful devotion and pietv., deceafed in tlieij* 
parts. Here is a great deal of Cloath made, tno 

much of that trade has within thefe two ia 

Centuries 
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enturies been" tranflated from hence and other 
mrts of Flanders into Holland. The foil of its 
Callellany ( which is very large ) is more then 
ordinarilv fruitful 5 which occafions the keeping 
of large heards of Cattle , and making great 
quantities of excellent Cheefe. Winnocsberg has, 
in the fame manner as Furncs and moft ot their 
Wall'd Towns, its proper Phyfician, aliow'd a 
certain Ciliary from the publick. 

Veur?ie or Fumes ( Vurna ) is aidant from Dun- 
kirk four, and from Dixmude three leagues 5 be- 
ing a pretty neat Town, with its proper Terri- 
tory or Ambacht 3 the foil whereof is fo exceed- 
in^ rich, that if the whole of thefe Provinces 
were in that refpeel: equal to it, they would ( as 
the Flemmings vaunt it ) be in value not inferior 
to the wealth of all the Indies. Here was the 
refidence of Lewis the Eleventh of France, during 
his retirement with Philip of Burgundy. It was 
taken by the French in the fpace ot three days 
an. 1667 3 which was principally done to procure 
more elbow room for the Garrifon of Dunkirk. m 

Burburg is a little pleafant Town about a mile 
from Graveling. And Kajfel ( in Latin Kajletum, 
tho originally Caftellum ) ftands upon the top of 
an high Hill, about four leagues from Winocs- 
berg, and as far from Terouan. It was formerly 
a place of good ftrength, but has not recover'd 
its lofTes in thefe laft Centuries , being feveral 
times almoft ruin'd by the French. Near this 
place have been fought three memorable Bat- 
tels by three Philip's Generals on the French fide. 
The firft advantageous to the Low Countries by 
the evil fate of Philip the Fair 5 the other two as glo - 
riousto France thro the courage or good fortune 
of Philip of Valois, and Philip Duke of Orleans 3 
between the latter of whom and the Prince ot 
Orange was the third of them fought in April an. 
1677. The Dutch Army is faid to have been 
the bc(t that ever they were matters of, being 
30000 in number, fent to the relief of Sc. Onzers 5 
but after a hot fight of three hours defeated by 
the Duke of Orleans, with the lofsof three thou- 
fand ilain upon the fpot, and as many taken pn- 
foners by the French 5 whofe lofs amounted to no 
fewer then two thoufand men. 

Mejjine is diftant from Belle and Ipres two 
leagues. It is a handfom Town, and makes good 
quantities of Cloth. The Nunnery is alfo com- 
mended 3 the Ladv Abbefs whereof is pofiefsd 
of both temporal and Ecclcfiaftical junfdichon 
Menene is a fmall Town upon the Lys, being 
fecur d by a Ditch and other fortifications trom 
the fudden incurfions of an enemy. Hondijcot 
lyes at the well nigh equal diftancc ot two 
leagues from Winnocsberg, Fumes and Loo. The 
Fort of Mar dike was an. 1645 difmantld and 
quitted by the French, but an. d' Efirades 

caus'd it 'to be more thorougly flighted 5 the 
houfes being fiVd, the Bulwark blown up, and 
Counterfcarp raz'd 3 and fome feven or eight 
years ago there was nothing upon the piace but 
a Fort of Wood juft above the water mark , 
with fome few Guns mounted. Popenngenis 
diftantfrom Ipres two leagues and trcm Caff el 
three. Belle is feated at the diftance ot two 
leagues from Paper ingen , and three from .ipres 5 
and here was born Meyerus, a Flemmijb Hnto- 
riographer of good note. Commene ( c " 
place of the famous Statesman and Hiao ia. 
Philip de Comines ) ftands upon the Lys, ana .0 
do Warwyck ( Viroviacum ) and Far n ten. boejm- 
gen, Rouielaer, Elverdingen, Roesburg, ^ re E> e \ s ^ } 
ten, Stecnwreen, tfiewhrke, Hazebroeck, and O^t 

places of inferior quality may be tour.d buen> 

in Guicciardin, Merchants, and Blaeu. 



defcrib'd 



The Raft part of Flanders Teutonic or 
Flemmifh. 




HIS part of Flanders is bounded 
by the Hont , the Channel be* 
^ tween Gaunt and its fas Gr Since, 
°"^ > and a line drawn between Rofe- 
laer and Nerrpon H:OlO\v Dux- 
___ XZct§ mude. In this imperfeifc manner 

are the limits of the Ealtern Diitrift of F/anJers 
Teutonic deliver' 'd by Bleau, whereby is -cic a vail 
gap between Gaunt and Rofclaer, the Cafieilz:iies 
of Courtray and Oudenaerd being quire omitted, 
both Yv hich are put in Flanders Flamr?ia?2geara by 
others , and neither of them difpos'd ot by 
him in any other Quarter of the Province. 

Gaunt ( Ghent, Ga?id, Ganda-vum, and by the Ita- 
lians Gawzto ) fuppos d to have been at £rft caiYd 
Wanda, upon its being taken by the Vandals, 
ftands four miles from the Sas and the Sea ( un- 
to whieh there is a Channel cut, the work 01 
four years, finilh'd an. 155O and being waterd 
by the Lys, Mourwater, Scheld and Lieve all na- 
vigable Rivers, has obtain d the ftaple of Corn 
and other Grain. It is accounted the greateft 
Citv in all the Low- Countries, but at prefect it 
rather decavs then increafes, nor would Charles 
the fifths jeft of putting Paris into his Ghent 
(whieh word in French iignifies a Glove) hold 
now, altho the Cornpafs of this City on the m- 
fide is reckon u to be feven Italian miles. The 
body of theTown is however generally well built, 
the Streets being tair and clean and the whole 
veil Wall'd andTreneh'd about 5 and in it are 
fiid to be feven Churches, and Gity- live Religious 
houfes, among which the jcfjits is one of tnc 
faireft. Here is alfo a Cloy Her for Engujo Nuns 5 
and the Cathedral is a (lately ftructure. 1 he 
Tow Belle fort (in which is iiung tnc bed Kq- 
land, (aid to weigh twelve ti -oi;fa^d rounu ; is 
above 400 ( Blaeu fares 500; i reps nigh, and 

'* *c ( on winch itaiius a 
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chief tho chat of St, Michael be nmous ior ex- 
cellent painnng. . The Ca ? le which « 
ces Palace concams three hundred Cl-amb^s , 
that in Nvhich Charles the fifth was born not ex- 
ceeding four ells in the fquare In this City 
( in winch u-as alfo born our Duke of Larmier 
cSl'd John of Gaunt ) are nincty-ciglu large 
Irid-es ( befides divers fmall ones ) under which 
pafsvA of trade .laden wim Corn and ocne 
Commodicies, the abovemention ,d Rivers _n» 
fcn ffomanv different ftreams that the Cry s 
the?ebv divided mrotwency-fix lOanas-Tlie trade 
rfSfpbce conGlb due* { befioes Corn ) » 

V 



SSr&ufi and Silks, of which d:ere is ( 
^ a quantity made, that amongLl the to 
Companies of Tradefmen,thofe relating to Com- 
modities of this nature make oncj ^ " 
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Gxd Citadel in Europe, which was erected here 
bv Charles the fifth about the year 1540. Jc 
confifts of four Baftions which are but little and 
look on one fide upon the City, and on the o- 
ther towards the Fields 3 and tho this For- 
trefs be of a regular figure yet is it npt fo con- 
venient as thofc which of latter years have been 
built for the fame purpofe in other places. In 
Gaunt is the feat of the Provincial Court, which 
confifts of a Prcfidcnt, twelve Senators, a Iro- 
aor General , an Advocate Fifcal, and other 
Officers. Hither are all Appeals to be made from 
the inferior Courts of Flanders, tho not ulti- 
mately 3 for recourfe may be had from hence 
to the high Court of Mechlin. An account oC 
the particular Government of the City may be 
had fromGo&i/^ Gaunt was taken by the French 
in the courfe of the late War and reftor d to the 
Spaniard, with all its Depedancies, by the peace 
of Nimeghen, concludedin September 1678. 

The Sas or Sluce of Gaunt ( commonly call d 
Sas van Ghent) is a ftrong For trefs at the mouth 
of the new Fofs where the waters of the drown d 
Land pafs into the Sea. It came into the hands 
of the United Provinces an. 1^44, the Spanifh 
Garrifon being then driven out by the Prince of 

Orange. 

Bruges took its name from the great number 
of Bridges in it, or from one particular Bridge, 
according to Merchantius, who fays the original 
name of the place was in the Angular number 
Brugge. It is fituate in a large Plain, about three 
leagues from the Sea, and four from 0 fiend, and 
the Walls on the infide are fomewhat above four 
Italian miles in compact he City being of around 

figure, andobferv'd the other day to be well walFd 
and fortified with Works of Earth and deep 
Ditches. The River Rey runs thorow it, with a 
muddy and heavy ftream 3 yet many VefTels at 
high water come up from Damme and Sluce 
by the new Channel cut with vaft charge to the 
laft nam'd place, and fecur'd by prodigious 
Turnpikes from the rage of the Sea. The Canal 
cut by Spinola between Bruges and Gaunt is eight 
leagues in length, and is guarded by above two 
hundred Forts and Redoubts , which were 
at Golnitz^s being here provided of as many Com- 
panies of Foot/with fix Troops. But to retunrto 
the City it felf, it is an exceeding neat, tolerably 
populous, and very well built City, many of its 
Houfcs being four or five, and fome fix ftories 
high 3 from the tops whereof you have at once 
the profpect of a Fleet of Ships and a large Ter- 
ritory of a fruitful and pleafant Country. In this 
City are feven Parifh Churches ( that of St. John 
was an. i$S9 made a Cathedral) fixty Religious 
Houfcs, and three Colledges of Canons 5 the 
Jefuits Colledg, built at the public charge, de- 
ferving particularly to be fcen. The Market-place 
has a commodious and pleafant flotation, being 
as the center where fix of the principal ftreets, 
running from as many of the chief Gates of the 
City, are terminated. Hard by ftands a Tower 
343 ftcps high, and not far off the Palace call'd 
La Franche, nobly adorn'd with the Pictures and 
Statues of feveral Emperors, Kings, and Arch- 
Dukes. Here were formerly no fewer then feven- 
tecn Companies or Fraternities, confiding of the 
Merchants of feveral Nations ( there being fixty- 
eight others of Tradesmen and Artificers ) and 
every one had their diftincT: Guild-Hail, at fuch 
time as the commerce of Antwerp was only fub- 
fervient to that of Bruges 3 this City having been 
formerly one of the very principal Emporics of 
Europe. The faid Companies removing after- 
wards to Antwerp, the chief remaining traffic of 



this place was in Spanifh Wool 5 and upon the 
lofs of Calais an. 1558* it was made their chief 
Mart for the fame Commodity by the Englifh, 
The women of Bruges have been noted to excel 
both in beauty and bravery 5 and it is reported, 
that Johanna Wife of Philip the Fair of Frame] 
pafling thorow this City, fhould fay in great dif- 
pleafure, J thought my felf the only Queen in this 
place, but I perceive there are fix hundred Queens 
uere befides me. 

The Terra Franca or Vryland ( 't land van den 
Vryen ) fo call'd from its having afferced its liberty, 
and caft off the yoke of the Brugeois, confifts of a 
Territory extended for the fpace of about feven 
miles, and enjoying a Jurifdi<fSon over a great 
number of Villages. The Town of Damme lies 
upon the Channel between Bruges and Sluce, and 
was made an exceeding ftrong place by Marquis 
Spinola. But the principal City of all Vryland is 
0 fiend 5 which ftands upon the Sea-fhorc, in 
the midfi of a moorifh ground, and among di- 
vers Channels 5 but is chiefly environed almoft on 
all fides by two of the greateft of them, by 
which the Sea enters into the Land, and grows 
fo high when at full Tide, that the Town feems 
rather buried then fituate in the Sea. It has 
been moreover fo exactly and regularly fortified* 
that it is taken to be one of the ftrongeft places 
in all the Low Countries 3 having a fafc and ca- 
pacious Harbour ( one of the five Forts of Flan- 
ders ) well defended, and deep enough to receive 
Ships of great burthen. The Buildings of the 
Town are not tall, but they are handfom and 
uniform 3 the ftreets being regular, well pav'd, 
exactly level and flrait 3 and this regularity is 
to be attributed to its being built all together, 
fcarce an Houfe remaining after the famous fiege 
of above three years and three months conti- 
nuance 3 in the courfe whereof are reckon d to 
have been deftroy'd by the Sword and ficknefs 
at leaft an hundred thoufand men, whereof above 
feventy-eight thoufand of the Befiegcrs. At the 
beginning of the fiege this Town was fo flightly 
fortified, that the Arch-Dutchefs ;s reported to 
have faid, She would not fhift her Smock till 
fuch time as it was taken 5 which happen'd at 
laft not for want of ammunition or provifion, 
or of men or courage ( for at the furrendry an. 
1604 it was found to be provided of all necef- 
faries, and a Garrifon of above 40 o o ftrong and 
healthy Soldiers ), but for defect of ground to 
defend. For the befieged loofing one fortifica- 
tion after another, and fo being oblig'd to 
raife new Works more and more inward, they 
had no place left them at laft whether to retreat. 
And indeed after the Town was yeilded up, there 
appeared nothing but a mifhapen Chaos of Earth, 
confifting of nothing almoft but Trenches filTd 
up, Curtains beaten down, Bulwarks torn in 
pieces 5 Half-Moons, Flanks, and Redoubts fo 
confus'd one with another that they could not 
be diftinguifo'd, nor could it be well known on 
which fide the affault, and on which the defence 
was made. Sir Francis Vere, who was Governor 
of 0 fiend during fome part of the fiege, is bafely 
afpers'd by Meteran and others of having defign a 
the betraying of the Town to the Spaniards. But 
no fuch thing can be imagined by foch as are 
acquainted with the excellent qualities of that 
brave Soldier, whofe credit is fufficiently clear d 
by the Continuator of the fiege of this place, 
by whom it is made evident } that his gaining tirne 
by a pretended Treaty with the Spaniards, fay d 
the Town from inevitable ruin. In the laid 
fiege it was obfcrvable that the playing of tna^ 

Batteries againft the Sand-Hill Bulwark mlicaa 
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of beating it down,had ftuck it fo thick with great 
foot that it was become a Wall of Iron 5 all 
frefh Bullets flying in pieces as foon as they dafh'd 
a^ainft it. Some are faid to have offer'd the erect- 
iiv' of the Bulwark anew from the very founda- 
tion it they might have the Bullets for their pains. 
An Engineer alfo from the Spanifh Camp more 
then once during this fiege fhot a Bullet into a 
chaWd Canon in the Town, the Powder whereof 
takin** fire immediately returned the Enemy 
two Bullets for one. The baffle given that great 
Polititian Card. Mazarine in his defign upon this 
places/. 1^58' with the catching of die French 
forces fent to furprize it in a trap, are related at 
large by a Spanifh Gentleman who perfonated 
the Governor for fome hours. Marfhal D* Au- 
mont thought himfelf fo fure of the Town, that 
he wrote the Cardinal word the bufinefs was ef- 
fected according to their hearts defire 5 and he 
thereupon fending immediately the fame news 
to Franckfort, the Electors were fo confounded, 
that their whole proceedings were for fome time 
fupended in the Election of a King of the Romans. 

Sluce ( Slufa and by fome call'd CJaufuU ) is 
diftant from Bruges three, and from Middleburg 
in Zealand five leagues. It was in former Ages 
an exceeding wealthy place, enjoying that vaft 
trade which afterwards remov'd from hence to 
Bruges, and. from thence to Antwerp&nd has ft ill the 
Iargeft Harbour in all Flanders, die fame being 
capable of five hundred fail of good Ships. It 
was taken by the Prince of Parma an. 158^ no 
fewer then 4000 great (hot being difcharg'd a- 
gainft it in eight hours 3 and the Garrifon upon 
the furrendry found to be redue'd from 2000 to 
600. An. 1 604 it was retaken by Prince Maurice, 
who befieg'd this place with a defign of either 
obliging the Spaniards to quit 0 fiend, or making 
fome amends for the lofs of that place. It is 
not above one of their miles in compafs 3 nor is 
all that fpace thorowly inhabited 5 tho its fituation 
and fortifications be fuch as render it one of the 
ftrongeft places belonging to the Confederate 
States. Ad joying to Sluce is the Ifland of C ad- 
fand , formerly much larger and better inhabi- 
ted 3 and at prefent fortify'd with feveral works, 
ereaed in divers parts of it, with an efpecial re- 
lation to the defence of the forefaid City. 
Aardenburg tho at prefent but a fmall inconfide- 
rable place was formerly a Town of great note, 
having been the Metropolis of the neighbouring 
part of Flanders before the Building of Bruges 3 
and in it are ftili to be fcen the ruins of one of the 
fined Churches in this Province. However this 
place had been fortify'd after its coming into 
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the Confederates hands an. 1604, we are told 
that an. 1672. the Walls of it were not defenfible, 
and the Moat but three foot deep 3 yet at that 



Beveland, and divided from Bierfliet by a pretty 
broad Channel. It was brought under the Con- 
federates by Prince Maurice an. 1^04, and there- 
upon very well fortify'd, and having a good 
and capacious Harbour, may in time become 
a place of good trade. Omitting to fpeak of 
v the feveral Forts in this part of the Country, we 
muft return and take a view of the City of 

Newport , which is feated upon the utmoft 
limits of the Eaftern Flanders, at a fmall diflance 
from the Sea fhore, a little River running on 
one fide of it, which tho but of a mean Chan- 
nel yet where it falls into the Sea makes a con- 
fiderable long and fecure Haven, efpecia lly at 
high Tides 3 and yet the fame ( tho provided of 
a handfom Key ) is hardly capable of Ships of 
any great burthen- The Town it felf is a place 
of good ftrength, having broad and ftraight 
Streets 5 but the houfes are low built and of 
Timber, and the inhabitants maintain them- 
felves chiefly by Fifhing. Near to this place 
happen'd that famous Battel {an. 1600) where- 
in the Englifh under Sir Francis Vere and his 
Brother got fo much renown 5 for nothing is 
more true then that the fury of that days action 
fell upon 1600 of them, one half of whom 
were flain and wounded 3 our men being trea- 
ted here, as they are generally in all forreign 
fervice, and the whole burthen and heat of the 
Battel thrown upon their obftinate courage, fo 
that at length little more was left for the body 
of the Army to do then to follow the Chafe. At 
this time was Archduke Albert routed by an Army 
under the command of Ma/trice of Naff aw 5 and 
in the very fame place an. 1 25*8, upon the fame 
day of the Month, was Albert of Auftria, Em- 
peror, defeated in like manner by Adclphus Earl 
of Naffaw. 

Courtray is feated upon the Lys , and comes 
in the next rank to the Capital places of Flan- 
ders, being a Hold of great importance, efpe- 
cially fince the French under Marfhal Gaffzon 
raisd a Citadel here (about the year 1 646) 
and thereby (while in their hands) held in iub- 
jecl:ion the Walloon as well as Flemmifi part or 
Flanders. It was taken, after a fhort fiege by 
the French an. 1667 s the Citadel, into which 
the Garrifon had retreated, tho m a good con- 
dition, and provided of four or five hundred 
men, being the next day delivered upon terms. 
The inhabitants of Courtray are excellent Artilts 
at Diapering of Linnen. Oudenaerd is fituate 
upon the Scheld fome feven leagues from x cur- 
nay and about midway between that and Gaunt 5 
and is accounted one of the faireft Towns m 
this Province, both for fituation, Trafhck, and 

dio its being com- 
Hill on the fide to- 
™™ much from its 



number of inhabitants 3 
manded by a very high 
raids m tate 



Country Wars. A thoufand or 1200 of the 
French were kill'd and (which is hardly credible) 
onlv one or two of the Aardenburgers wounded 
isre. but we cannot give a punctual relation ot 
this and feveral other matters, being obhgd to 
contract: our Dcfcriptions which have 
ftvolne this Volum much beyond its intended 
bounds. Not far from Aardenburg, and witnin 
two leagues of Bruges, Ires Middleburg-, a ,/? wn 

of fmall note, being only encompafc d . t>y * 
Wall and Trench. But Tfendick, which ftands 
in an angle made bv the meeting of two ion 
fykes, is a place of far greater ftrcngth no I* 
diai extent 3 being fituate over againft 2k>uU-- 



ESfib the (pzeeof "above two Months. For 
a\ faVccount Jf the fruidefs fi^^^ 
the Dutch and Confederates an. 1674 tiie Keaaer 
£& have Sourfe to thofe who have Written 
of the late Wars. 



Flinders Gallican or Walloon. 

* /* Ten' It "he Country of Cajnbray , 

\ tan <: w M Tnd Lys and the Earldom of Arms. 
the Scheld ana L.y$ , . f , n t i lis 
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Drtria and was feme years fincc : acc ounted 
the third Town of Traffick in all thefe Coun- 
ties he invention of laying on Colours wrth 

OA making of worfted Sayes, and many other 

Stuffs being imputed to this City. I « 
«f the bi<*seft places, and was an. 1667 v. ltnouc 
comp^n the mod populous of any in fub- 
Son to Spain. There were then fuppos d to 
be 2000 men in it bearing Arms befides the 
Garrrfon . at which time it was after a confide- 
rabk ^Virion furrender d to the ^b hms, 
the fiege thereof being the only remarkable one 
of that Summers Campain Upon the new 
CaMe of Lille were an.x 67 3 obferv d thefe haugh- 
ty infcriptions , favouring as feme may - be : apt 
to think of profanefs , Gentes laudabunt ^ R g s 
Terr* gloriam tuam 3 and In fob fofia Tabernaculum 
meum. Irs fituation (among Lakes now dry d 
up) occafion'd at firft its denomination. 

Down (Duacum) flands upon the Scarce, 
feme five leagues below Arras 3 and isconhde- 
rable for its extent, ftrength, ancient Buildings, 

September Fair, and Traffick upon the Scheld 5 

but efpecially for the Seminary of Enghjb Ro- 
man Catholicks, Founded here by Philip tnc 
fecond an. 156?, which afterwards rcmov d and 
continued for about twenty years at Rbeims in 
France, and there made that Vcrfion of the Bible 
into our Language which has been iince cali d 
the Rhemzjh TranOation. An. 1667 the French 
King confidering that no place could contribute 
more to the keeping of Tournay ( which he had 
lately taken) apply d himfelf to the liege or 
Doway , and had the fame furrender'd to him 
after the fhort oppofition of three days , the 
Fort, (a Canon (hot below it upon the Scarpe 
and judg'd by its fituation among Marines, and 
by means of the Sluces whereby it can drown all 
the Country round about impregnable ) making 
afterwards but inconfiderablc refiftance.Omitting 
the Defcription of Orchies, Lanoy, Bfpinoy, Ar- 
mentiers (taken by the French under Marfhal 
GajTion an- 1*45, and its works afterwards fo 
demoliftid by the Spaniards that the French 
found it an. 1667 little different from an open 
Town ) as alfo of the fertii Country call'd Net 
la?idt van Love <Sc. we mud take feme notice 
of Tournay, ( call'd by the Dutch Dornick.) which 
is defervedly reckoned among the Capital Cities 
of Flanders, as well for its antiquity, as for its 
being amply furniflid with people, Traffick v 
and handfom Edifices 5 among which are feveral 
{lately Churches and Religious houfes- It is 
• on all fides fur rounded with fruitful and plea- 
fant fields, and thorow the midft of it under 
divers Bridges runs the Scheld, which River be- 
gins here to ennoble it fclf, not being very well 
navigable before. It was an. 1581 furrender'd 
to the Prince of Parma, after it had been defen- 
ded by the Princcfs of Epinoy (her Husband 
the Governor being abfent ) with a manly cou- 
rage andGalantry. An. 1667 it was yielded up 
to the French King after feme fmall attacks, 
but before the (hooting of one great Gun $ the 
Caftlc (which was built by our Henry the eighth, 
of confiderable flrength for the skill of that 
Age) holding out hardly one day longcr.lt is ob- 
ferv'dto have been taken 4 feveral times upon St. 
Andrews day^by our Henry VILthe EmperorsMzxi- 
milian I. and Charles V. and by the Prince of Parma. 
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Aelft and lying between the Scheld and the Ben- 
der* for which Diftricl: with its Dependancies the 
French King pretends not to have had an equiva- 
lent allow'd him, but that poffibly may be more 
then the poor Spaniard is able to afford, if the 
matter be refer d to the Chamber of Met^, for 
it is but a little inverting the relation, and the 
Empire mav be made to depend upon Aloft, as 
Aloft did formerly upon the Empire. The 
Citv of Aloft is a place of no mean account 
( being almoft equally diftant from Bra f els 
Gaunt and Antwerp ) and has been famous for 
its Hop-market,and for the working of Tapeftry. 
The rich Country of IVaes, and t' Land -van Over- 
fcbeld, with the four Ambachts of Hulft, Axel, 
'Affenade, and Bouchaut belong alfo to the Impe- 
rial Flanders. Hulft is a well traded place, and 
in other rcfpe&s of no fmall confidcration , 
fending almoft in the midft of the Country of 
Waes. Axel is about one league and an half 
diftant from Hulft and above four from Gaunt. 
It was furpriz'd by Prince Maurice by the affi- 
rmance of our Sir Philip Sidney an. 1586. Ter- 
neufe was lately a place of good account, with 
a Territory containing twenty-five Polders , of 
which twentv were quite ruin'd by the late In- 
undation. A Polder is a quantity of Land of 
uncertain meafure , being either greater or 
fmaller according to the fituation and extent 
of anv portion of ground , the parts whereof 
lye fo conveniently in refpect of each other, that 
the whole mav be commodioufly included with- 
in the fame Dykes, and furrounded by one com- 
mon fence. Rupelmond is feated within the 
Country of Waes. Flanders Proprietary contains 
Dendermond, Geersberg and Bornheim. The firft 
of thefe is a good Town 5 -ftands upon the mouth 
of the Vender (from whence denominated) juft 
where it runs into the Scheld 3 makes a great 
quantity of Fuftians, and was 111 vain aOaulted 
by the French King an. 1667. 
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Flanders Imperial and Proprietary. 

Mperial Flanders is but a fmall Territory con- 
fiftins principally of the Countv of Alofl or 



The Archbifboprick of Cambray. 

THe Biflioprick of Cambray is of great anti- 
quity 3 but it was made an Archbifho-. 
prick at the 'new erection in Philip the feconds 
time, and fince that it has been the Metropolitan 
See of the greatefl part of the Roman Catholick 
Low-Countries. The City is faid to be a ftron- 
ger place and of greater importance then al- 
moft any other in the Netherlands; being diftant 
but three leagues from the frontiers of Picardy, 
and ftanding about five below the rife of the 
Scheld, which runs thorow it and fills all its 
Ditches. It is alfo very regularly fortify d with 
Ramparts, Baftions, Half-moons, and two good 
Forts 5 and is commanded by a Citadel or a 
fquare figure 5 and is moreover plac dm a more 
advantageous fituation 5 having on the V* ert 
fide, and in a low bottom exceeding large buD- 
urbs, with delicate Meadows and Gardens lying 
all along the River. It confifts of nine Panfocs, 
and contains three Abbies,with a great number 
of Religious houfes, befides Hofpitals and otricr 
public Buildings. This City was taken an. 1677 by 
the French King, who will hardly be brought to 
part with it 5 for being in other hands it was wont 
in time of War to be a grievous fcourgc to tne 
fides of France, giving no repofe to Picardy, ana 
threatning even the Seine it fclf 3 fcrvmg more- 
over for a Refuge to all forts of Criminals, ana 
gathering fuch vaft Contributions that it was 
able to fupply moft of the neighbouring piaco 
with all manner of neceffaries. 
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The end of the Index of the 4 th. Vol in order, but 3d. publiflieA 



